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SERMON    L. 


OF  INDUSTRY  IN  GENERAL. 


ECCLES.  ix.  10. 


Whxitfoever  thy  handjindeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy 
might. 

IN  St.  Paul's  Epiftle  to  the  Romans,  among  divers  ex-  SERM, 
cellent  rules  of  life,  prefcribed  by.  that  great  matter,  this 


is  one,  Tjf  OTrovJp  jx^  oxvij^o).  Be  notjlothful  in  bufinefs,  or  to  Rom.  xii, 
bufinefs  5  and  in  the  fecond  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  ^** 
among  other  principal  virtues,  or  worthy  accomplifli- 
ments,  for  abounding  wherein  the  Apoftle  commendeth 
thofe  Chriftians,  he  ranketh  all  diligence,  or  induftry  ex-  J^***  ^*'- 
ercifed  in  all  affairs  and  duties  incumbent  on  them:  this 3 Cor. viit. 
is  that  virtue,  the  praftice  whereof  in  this  moral  precept'^' 
or  advice  the  royal  Preacher  doth  reconunend  unto  us ; 
being  indeed  an  eminent  virtue,  of  very  general  ufe,  and 
powerful  influence  upon  the  management  of  all  our  affairs, 
or  in  the  conduct  of  our  whole  life. 
.    Induftry,  I  fay,  in  general,  touching  all  matters  inci- 
dent, which  our  hand  Jindeth  to  do,  that  is,  which  difpen- 
lation  of  Providence  doth  offer,  or  which  choice  of  reafon 
embraceth,  for  employing  our  afilive  powers  pf  foul  and 
body,  the  Wife  Man  doth  recommend;  and  to  preffing 
the  obfervance  of  his  advice  (waving  all  curious  remarks 
either  critical  or  logical  upon  the  words)  I  fliall  prefently 
apply  my  difcourfe,  propofing  divers  confiderations  apt  to 
excite  us  thereto;  only  firft,  let  me  briefly  defcribe  it,  for 
our  better  apprehenfion  of  its  true  notion  and  nature. 

VOL.  III.  B 


a  Of  Indujlry  in  general. 

SERM.  "^y  induftry  we  underftand  a  ferious  and  fteady  applica- 
L.  tion  of  mind^  joined  with  a  vigorous  exercife  of  our  active 
faculties,  in  profecution  of  any  reafonable,  honeft,  ufeful 
defign,  in  order  to  the  accomplifhment  or  attainment  of 
fome  confiderable  good ;  as  for  inftance,  a  merchant  is  in- 
duftrious,  who  continueth  intent  and  aflive  in  driving  on 
his  trade  for  acquiring  wealth;  a  foldicr  is  induftrious,  who 
is  watchful  for  occafion,  and  earned  in  a£lion  toward  ob- 
taining the  victory ;  and  a  fcholar  is  induftrious,  who  doth 
^ffiduoufly  bend  his  mind  to  ftudy  for  getting  knowledge. 

Induftry  doth  not  confift  merely  in  a£tion  5  for  that  is 
inceflant  in  all  perfons,  *  our  mind  being  a  reftlefs  thing, 
never  abiding  in  a  total  ceflation  from  thought  or  from 
defign ;  being  like  a  (hip  in  the  fea,  if  not  fteered  tp  (pme 
good  purpofe  by  reafon,  yet  toffed  by  the  waves  of  fancy, 
or  driven  by  the  winds  of  temptation  fomewhither.  But 
the  direftion  of  our  mind  to  fome  good  end,  without  rov- 
ing or  flinching,  iii  a  ftraight  and  fteady  courfe,  drawing 
after  it  our  aftive  powers  in  execution  thereof^  doth  cori- 
ftitute  induftry;  the  which  therefore  ufually  is  attended 
with  labour  and  pain;  for  our  nnnd  (which  naturally  doth 
afFeft  variety  and  liberty,  being  apt  to  loathe  familiar  ob- 
jefts,  and  to  be  Weary  of  any  conftraint)  is  not  eafily  kept 
in  a  Cdnftant' attention  to  the  fame  thing;  and  the  fpirits 
employed  iii  thought  are  prone  to  flutter  and  fly  away,  fo 
that  it  i^  hard  to  fix  them :  and  the  corporeal  inftruments 
of  aftion '  being  flnrained  to  a  high  pitch,  or  detained  in  a 
tone,  will  foori  feel  a  laflitude  fomewhat  offenfive  to  na* 
lure;  whence  labour  or  pain  is  commonly  reckoned  an 
ingredient  of  induftry,  and  laborioufnefs  is  a  name  figni- 
fying  it ;  upon  which  account  this  vittuiei  as  involving  la- 
bour, deferveth  a  peculiar  donunendation ;  it  being  then 
moft  laudable  t6  follow  the  diftates  of  reafon,  when  fo 
doing  is  attended  with  difficulty  and  trouble. 

Such  in  general  I  conceive  to  be  the  nature  of  induftry  > 
to  the  pra6lice  whereof  the  foUbwingxonfiderations  may 
induce. 

«r^«»T#»  ri  {in  «fr#  ir^^nnp  i  Btig,  &c.  dry/,  in  jtS»  Or,  3^. 


Oflndufiry  in  generah  3 

I,  We  may  confider  that  induftry  doth  befit  the  con-  SERM. 
ffitution  and  frame  of  our  nature  j  all  the  faculties  of  our  L. 
foul  and  organs  of  our  body  being  adapted  in  a  congruity 
and  tendency  thereto :  our  hands  are  fuited  for  work,  our 
feet  for  travielj  our  fenfes  to  watch  for  occafion  of  purfuing 
good  and  efchewing  evil,  our  reafon  to  plod  and  contrive 
ways  of  employing  the  other  parts  and  powers;  all  thefe, 
I  fey,  are  formed  for  a&ion  5  and  that  not  in  a  loofe  and 
gadding  way,  or  iii  a  flack  and  remifs  degree,  but  in  re- 
gard to  determinate  ends,  with  vigour  requifite  to  attain 
them ;  and  efpecially  our  appetites  do  prompt  to  induftry, 
as  inclining  to  things  not  obtainable  without  it;  according 
to  that  aphorifm  of  the  Wife  Man,  'Ew*dy/Jai  dxvijpov  wko-  Prov.  xxi. 
terthsm^r^The  defire  of  the  Jlothful  killeth  him,  for  hi$^^'  ''"^- *• 
hands  refirfe  to  labour  ;  that  is,  he  is  apt  to  defire  things 
which  he  caoinot  attain  without  pains ;  and  not  enduring 
them,  he  for  want  thereof  doth  feel  a  deadly  fmart  and 
anguifh :  wherefore  in  not  being  induftrious  we  defeat  the 
intent  of  our  Maker;  we  pervert  his  work  and  gifts;  we 
forfeit  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  our  faculties;  we  are  ba4 
hufbands  of  nature's  ftock. 

2.  In  confequence  hereto  induftry  doth  preferve  and 
perfed:  out  nature,  keeping  it  in  good  tune  and  temper, 
improving  and  advancing  it  toward  its  beft  flate.  The  la- 
bour of  our  mind  in  attentive  meditation  and  fhidy  doth 
render  it  capable  and  patient  of  thinking  upon  any  obje£): 
or  occafion,  doth  polifh  and  refine  it  by  ufe,  doth  enlarge 
it  by  acceffion  of  habits,  doth  quicken  and  roufe  our  fpi* 
rits,  dilating  and  difiuiing  them  into  their  proper  channels. 
The  very  labour  of  our  body  doth  keep  the  organs  of 
a^on  found  and  clean,  difcufling  fogs  and  fuperfluous  hu- 
mours, opehing  piailages,  diftributing  nourifliment,  excit- 
ing vital  heat :  barring  the  ufe  of  it,  no  good  conftitution 
of  foul  or  body  can  fubfift ;  but  a  foul  ruft,  a  dull  nimib- 
nefs,  a  refty  liftlefsnefs,  a  heavy  imwieldinefs  muft  feize 
on  U8^;  our  fpirits  will  be  ftiiled  and  choked,  our  hearts 

to  n^frm  ya^  h  i^yim  fiX^ifrti,  tta)  ret  fitXn  trtifMiT9$  mtret,  &C.  Chrj/,  in  A&* 
Orat.  35. 

B  % 


4  Oflndujlry  in  general. 

SERM.  will  grow  faint  and  languid,  our  parts  will  flag  and  decay? 
L.       the  vigour  of  our  mind  and  the  health  of  our  body  will  be 
much  impaired. 

It  is  with  us  as  with  other  things  in  nature*^,  which  by 
motion  are  preferved  in  their  native  purity  and  perfection, 
in  their  fweetnefs,  in  their  luftre,  reft  corrupting,  debafing, 
and  defiling  them.  If  the  water  runneth,  it  holdeth  clear, 
fweet,  and  freih ;  but  ftagnation  tumeth  it  into  a  noifome 
puddle :  if  the  air  be  fanned  by  winds,  it  is  pure  and 
wholefome ;  but  from  being  (hut  up,  it  groweth  thick  and 
putrid :  if  metals  be  employed,  they  abide  fmooth  and 
fplendid ;  but  lay  them  up,  and  they  foon  contrafl:  nift : 
if  the  earth  be  belaboured  with  culture,  it  yieldeth  com  j 
but  lying  neglefted,  it  will  be  overgrown  with  brakes, 
and  thiftles<*  J  and  the  better  its  foil  is,  the  ranker  weeds 
it  will  produce :  all  nature  is  upheld  in  its  bein^,  order, 
and  ftate,  by  conftant  a^tation;  every  creature  is  incef- 
fantly  employed  in  a£lion  conformable  to  its  defigned  end 
and  ufej  in  like  manner  the  prefervation  and  improvement 
of  our  faculties  depends  on  their  conftant  exercife. 

^.  As  we  naturally  were  compofed,  fo  by  divine  ap- 
pointment we  were  originally  defigned  for  induftry ;  God 
did  not  intend  that  man  fhould  live  idly,  even  in  his  beft 
ftate,  or  fliould  enjoy  happinefs  without  taking  pains ;  but 

GcD.  ii.  15.  did  provide  work  enough  even  in  Paradife  itfelf ;  for  the 
Lord  Gody  faith  the  text,  took  man,  and  put  him  into  the 
garden  of  Eden,  to  drefs  it,  and  to  keep  if;  fo  that  had  we 
continued  happy,  we  muft  have  been  ever  bufy,  by  our 
induftry  fuftmning  our  life,  and  fecuring  our  pleafure; 
otherwife  weeds  might  have  overgrown  Paradife,  and  that 

Prov.  xxhr.  of  Solomon  might  have  been  applicable  to  Adam ;  /  went 

^^'  ®^'  ly  thejield  of  the  Jlothful,  and  by  the  vineyard  of  the  man 
void  of  undeiflanding;  and  lo,  it  was  all  grown  over  with 
thorns^  and  nettles  had  covered  the  face  theieof 

J^tySg-a ;  ^c7ov  w3«^,  re  r^ix^*,  n  ro  Wag  j  v-aTe:  ffSv^a;,  S  Kii/*iuSf  n  i  iiy»ii* 
ftiwt,  &c.  Chryf.  in  AS,  Or  at.  35. 

<i  Negleflis  urenda  filix  innafcitur  agris.  H#r,  Str,  i.  3. 

Plut.  ^t^  vcutm  »ysiynSf  p.  3.  edit.  Stcph. 


Of  Induftry  in  general.  5 

4.  By  our  tranfgreffion  and  fall  the  neceffity  of  Induftry  SERM4 
(together  with  a  difficulty  of  obtaining  good,  and  avoiding       L. 
evil)  was  increafed  to  us;  being  ordained  both  as  a  juft 
punifhment  for  our  offences,  and  as  an  expedient  remedy 

of  our  needs :  for  thereupon  the  ground  was  curfed  to  bring  Gen.  iii.  17. 
forth  thams  and  thijiles  to  us  ;  and  it  was  our  doom  pro- 
nounced by  God's  own  mouth.  In  the  fiveat  of  thy  face  Gcn.iii  19. 
fkalt  thou  eat  bread,  till  thou  return  unto  the  ground :  fo 
that  now  labour  is  fatally  natural  to  us ;  now  man,  as  Job  Job  v.  7. 
i^th,  is  bom  to  labour j  as  the  fparks  fly  upward,  (or,  as 
the  vulture's  chickens  foar  aloft,  according  to  the  Greek 
interpreters^.) 

5.  Accordingly  oiu*  condition  and  circumftances  in  the 
world  are  fo  ordered,  as  to  require  induftry;  fo  that  with- 
out it  we  cannot  fupport  our  life  in  any  comfort  or  conr 
venience;  whence  St.  Paul's  charge  upon  the  Theffaloni- 

ans,  that  if  any  one  would  not  work,  neither  Jhould  he  eat,  a  Theff.  iii. 
is  in  a  manner  a  general  law  impofed  on  mankind  by  the  ^®' 
exigency  of  our  ftate,  according  to  that  of  Solomon ;  TheVror.  xix, 
idle  foul  Jhall  fuffer  hunger,  and.  The  fluggard,  who  w^i^^prov.xx.4. 
not  plough  by  reafon  of  the  cold,  Jhall  beg  in  harveji,  and 
have  nothing. 

Of  all  our  many  neceffities,  none  can  be  fupplied  with- 
out pains,  wherein  all  men  are  obliged  to  bear  a  fhare; 
every  man  is  to  work  for  his  food,  for  his  apparel,  for  all 
his  accommodations,  either  immediately  and  dire£lly,  or 
by  conunutation  and  equivalence;  for  the  gentleman  him- 
felf  cannot  (at  leaft  worthily  and  inculpably)  obtain  them 
otherwife  than  by  redeeming  them  from  the  ploughman 
and  the  artificer,  by  compenfation  of  other  cares  and  pains 
conducible  to  public  good. 

The  wife  Poet  did  obferve  well  when  he  faid. 
Pater  ipse  coleDdi 
Haud  facilem  esse  viam  voluit.     Virgil,  Georg.  i. 
And  St.  Chryfoftom  doth  propofe  the  fame  obfervatjon, 

«  'AXX*  &v^^ot*«s  ytvvaTM  xitrtjt'  «««••••)  li  yinrh  v^nXk  wiravrtu,  LXX.  In- 
terp.  Nov  great  travail  (as  the  Son  of  Sirach  faith)  is  created  for  every  man ; 
(m^X*^'^  f^*y»^i  txTtrau  9'tifrt  &f^^^,  &c.  Ecclus.  zl.  1.)  and  a  heavy  yoke 
if  opoQ  the  fons  of  Adaixi>  &c. 
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SERM.  that  God,  to  whet  our  mind^,  and  keep  us  from  m 
L.       would  not  that  we  ihould  eafily  come  by  the  fruits 
"'"■""'"'■""  earth,  without  employing  much  art  and  many  pail 
order  thereto  there  muft  be  fkill  ufed  in  obferving  ft 
and  preparing  the  ground ;  there  muft  be  labour  fji 
manuring,  in  delving  and  ploughing,  in  fowing,  in^ 
ing,  in  fencing  it ;  there  muft  be  pains  taken  in  ret 
in  gathering,  in  laying  up,  in  thrafhing  and  dreffia^ 
frvdt  ere  we  can  enjoy  it ;  fo  much  induftiy  is  need 
get.  bread :  and  if  we  lift  to  fare  more  daintily,  we 
either  hunt  for  it,  uiing  craft  and  toil  to  catch  it  c 
the  woods,  the  water,  the  air ;  or  we  muft  carefully 
on  thofe  creatures,  of  which  we  would  ferve  ourii 
feeding  them  that  they  may  feed  us ;  fuch  induftry  i 
quired  to  preferve  mankind  from  flarving.     And  to  g 
-it  from  other  inconveniences,  mifchiefs,  and  dangers 
roimding  us,  it  is  no  lefs  requifite :  for  to  flielter  us  i 
impreilions  of  weather,  we  muft  fpin,  we  muft  weave 
muft  build  ;  and  in  order  thereto  we  muft  fcrape  into 
bowels  of  the  earth,  to  find  our  tools;  we  muft  fwe 
the  anvil,  to  forge  them  for  our  ufe ;  we  muft  frame  a 
to  defend  our  fafety  and  our  ftore  from  the  aflaull 
wild  beafts,  or  oiF  more  dangerous  neighbours,  wild  : 
To  ftirhifli  accommodations  for  our  curiofity  and  plea 
or  to  provide  for  the  convenience  and  ornament  of 
life,  ftill  greater  meafures  of  induftry  are  demanded 
"fatisfy  thofe  intents,  a  thoufand  contrivances  of  a: 
thoufand  Ways  of  trade  and  bufinefs  do  ferve,  wit 
which  they  are  not  attmnable*   In  whatever  condition 
man  is,  in  what  ftate  foever  he  be  placed,  whatfoever 
ing  or  way  of  life  he  doth  embrace,  fdine  peculiar  bui 
is  thence  impofed  on  him,  which  he  cannot  with  anj 
vantage  or  good  fuccefs,  with  any  grace,  with  any  c 
fort  to  himfelJF,  or  fatisfa£lion  to  others,  manage  wit 
tompetent  induftry :  nothing  vnH  go  on  of  itfelf,  vni 

f  Ai«  t5t*  %U  kitiyxm  ttetritrfitrn  i^yat^mi  i  Qt»s,  &C.  dry/,  in  A&,  Ho 

■       curis  acuens  mortalia  corda ; 
Ncc  torpere  gravi  paflus  fua  rcgna  veterno.  .  Firg,  George  i. 
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our  care  to  ^lired  it,  and  our  pains  to  hold  it,  and  forward  SERM. 
it  in  the  right  courfe :  all  which  things  fliew  that  divine  ^' 
wifdom  did  intend  that  we  fliould  live  in  the  exercife  of 
induftry,  or  npt  well  without  it ;  having  fo  many  needs  to 
be  fupplied,  fo  many  defires  to  be  appeafed  thereby; 
beii^  expofed  to  fo  mapy  troubles  and  difficulties,  from 
which  we  cannot  extricate  ourfelves  without  it.  But 
farther  yet, 

6»  Let  us  confider  that  induftry  hath  Minexed  thereto, 
by  divine  appointment  and  promife,  the  faireft  fruits,  and 
the  richeft  rewards :  all  good  things  (being  either  fuch  in 
fhemfelves,  or  made  fuch  by  human  efteem)  are  the 
iruits  of  induftry;  ordered  to  fprout  from  it,  imder  the 
protedion  and  influence  of  CkxTs  bleffing,  which  com- 
monly doth  attend  it. 

All  good  things  ind^  are  the  gifts  of  God,  and  freely 
difpenfed  by  his  hand;  but  he  doth  not  give  thena  abfo- 
lutely  without  cmidition,  nor  miraculouHy  without  con- 
currence of  ordinary  means:    by  fupportii^  our  aSive 
powers,  and  fupplying  needful  aid  to  our  endeavours  ;  by  Pf.  xxxvii, 
direding  and  upholding  us  in  the  courfe  of  our  a£tion ;  ^»  ^f  •... 
by  preventing  or  removing  obftacjes  that  might  crofs  us ;  Dii  laboli-' 
by  granting  that  final  fuccefs  which  dependeth  on  his  ^"^ju'lJ"** 
{>leanire,  he  doth  confer  them  on  ns;  our  hand  commonly  Judg-vi. 
is  God's  hand,  by  which  he  worketh  good,  and  reachethal^in^T. 
out  benefits   to  us:   governing  and  wielding  it  as  he^* 
pleafeth.  9. 

God  indeed  could  not  well  proceed  otherwife  in  dif- 
penfing  his  favours  to  us ;  not  well,  I  fay ;  that  is,,  not 
without  fubverting  the  method  of  things  which  himfelf 
hath  eflablifhed;  not  without  flighting  and  voiding  his 
own  firft  bounty,  or  rendering  the  common  gifts  of  nature 
(our  reafon,  our  fenfes,  our  a£live  powers)  vain  and  ufe- 
lefs ;  not  without  making  us  incapable  of  any  praife,  or 
any  reward  «,  which  fuppofe  works  achieved  by  our  ear- 
neft  endeavour;  not  without  depriving  us  of  that  fweeteft 
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S£RM.  content^  which  fpringeth  from  enjoying  the  fruit  of  oitf 
•^'      labour* 

Hence  it  is,  that  whatever  in  holy  Scripture  is  called 
the  pft  of  God,  is  otherwhile  affirmed  to  be  the  effeft  of 
induftry  \  it  being  the  tifeful  condition  upon  which,  and 
the  inftrument  whereby  divine  Providence  conveyeth  good 
things  to  us  ^ :  what  Grod  faid  to  Jofhua,  doth  imjdy  the 
Jom.  i.  7.  general  method  of  his  proceeding,  Only  he  thoujirong  and 
courageous — that  thou  mayejl  pro/per  whitherfoever  thou 
goeji. 

Hence  whatever  we  are  direAed  to  pray  for,  we  are 
alfo  exhorted  to  work  for »;  declaring  thereby,  that  we  are 
ferious  in  our  devotion,  and  do  not  mock  God,  afldng  that 
of  him,  which  we  deem  not  worth  our  pains  to  acquire. 
It  was  well  faid  of  Cato  in  Salluft,  Figilando,  agendo,  bene 
coit/iilendo,  pro/pere  omnia  cedunt :  uhifocordice  te  atque 
ignaviiB  tradideris,  nequicquam  Deos  implores ;  irati,  in-- 
fefiique  funt.  We  are  bid  to  pray  even  for  our  daily 
bread,  yet  we  may  flarve  if  we  do  not  work  for  it  j  and  in 
St.  Paul's  judgment  deferve  to  do  fo. 

Hence  we  are  bound  to  thank  God  for  all  thofe  things, 
for  the  want  of  which  we  muft  thank  ourfelves,  and  con- 
demn our  own  floth. 

Hence,  although  we  fhould  caft  our  care  on  God,  and 
rely  on  his  providence,  being  folicitous  for  nothing  5  yet 
we  muft  not  fo  truft  him,  as  to  tempt  him,  by  ne^e&ing 
the  means,  which  he  doth  offer,  of  relieving  ourfelves ;  to 
be  prefumptuoufly  flothfiil  being  no  lefs  blameable,  than 
to  be  diftruftfuUy  careful. 

Hence  God  in  all  fuch  cafes,  when  we  do  need  any 
good  thing,  is  fdd  to  be  our  helper  and  fuccourer  to  the 
obtaining  it ;  which  doth  imply  that  we  muft  cooperate 
with  him,  and  join  our  forces  to  thofe  which  he  doth  af- 

fi4c»  ^<r j  Mtui^M  mirf  vmvrnf  fi9X.ifav0S,  Chryf,  in  Joh,  Or,  36. 

Atit  r»ur»  k  ri  wiv  \aturu  W»lntrtVf  «A,X*  a^nni  rt  i^*  hfAtv  tTveu,  W  iuv'^ofttmf 

XaCif  w^i^avtv  r¥  ^ixaimt  fifiuif  r<^«vvy.   Chryf,  Tom.  Or,  as. 

f  AvrSf  rt  vvv  i^iv^  ^ret  r^s  ^i  niXti,  Cato  apudSaL  m  hello  Catil, 
Ti^y  Xui»  9r§Ttfi^r»  2y  rin  fv;^«v  in»m^ut,  Phtt,  Apoph*  Lac. 


1  Sam.  xJT. 
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ford;  fo  that  as  we  can  do  nothing  without  him, fo  he  SERM* 
will  do  nothing  without  us ;  yea,  fo  that  fometime  we  are       L. 
iaid  alfo  to  help  God  5  Curfe  ye  Meroz,  curfe  ye  bitterly  judg.  v.  33. 
the  inhabitants  thereof;  lecaitfe  they  came  not  to  the  A^/p  Pfal.  ixxii. 
of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  againjl  the  mighty.  ^  cor.  ,11. ' 
If  ever  God  doth  perform  all  without  human  labour  con-  ^^Yiton 
fpiring,  it  is  only  in  behalf  of  thpfe  who  are  ready  to  doxiv.  11 
their  beft,  but  unable  to  do  any  thing,  being  overpowered 
by  the  infuperable  difficulty  of  things :  but  he  never  doth 
aft  miracles,  or  control  nature;    he  never  doth  ftretch 
forth  his  arm,  or  interpofe  fpecial  power  in  favour  of  wil- 
ful aod  afiefted  iluggards. 

In  fine,  it  is  very  plain  both  in  common  experience,  de- 
claring the  courfe  of  providence,  and  in  holy  Scripture, 
exprefling  God's  intention,  that  Almighty  God  doth  hold 
forth  all  good  things  as  the  prizes  and  recompences  of 
our  vigilant  care,  and  painful  endeavour ;  as  by  furveying 
particulars  we  may  clearly  difcem. 

Nothing  is  more  grateful  to  men,  than  profperous  ftic- 
cefs  in  their  imdertakings,  whereby  they  attain  their  ends, 
fatisfy  their  defires,  fave  their  pains,  and  come  off  with 
credit ;  this  commonly  is  the  effect:  of  induftry  \  (which 
commandeth  fortune,  to  which  all  things  fubmit  and 
ferve^)  and  fcarce  ever  is  found  without  it :  an  induibious 
perfon,  who  as  fuch  is  not  apt  to  attempt  things  impoffi- 
ble  or  unpra£licable,  can  hardly  fail  of  compalling  his  de- 
figns;  becaufe  he  will  apply  all  means  requifite,  and  bend 
all  his  forces  thereto ;  ftriving  to  break  through  all  diffi- 
culues,  and  to  fubdue  all  oppofitions  thwarting  his  pur-? 
pofes :  but  nothing  of  worth  or  weight  can  be  achieved 
with  half  a  mind,  with  a  faint  heart,  with  a  lame  endea- 
vour.: any  enterprife  undertaken  without  refolution,  ma- 
naged without  care,  prolecuted  without  vigour,  will  eafily 
be  dafhed  and  prove  abortive,  ending  in  difappointment, 
damage,  difgrace,  and  diiIatisfa£lion :  fo  the  Wife  Man 
doth  affure  us ;  The  foul,  f^th  he,  ofthefluggard  defireth,  Prov.xUi.*. 


fc  Tm  I'TtftuXumg  tnivrm  )vX«  ytynrai'.  jintiph, 

i^nodcunque  iinikeia?it  (ibi  anifnus>  obdnuit,  &c.  SUtu  de  Ira,  ii.  13. 
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8ERM.  <i^  fioth  nothing ;  but  the  foul  of  the  diligent  Jhall  be 
If.      made  fat :  the  one  pineth  away  with  ineffe£tual  and  fruit- 
Prov.  xxi.   ^^^  defires ;  the  other  thriveth  upon  fatisfiaftion  in  profpe- 
25.  rous  fuccefs* 

PfOT.  XT.        Plentiful  accommodations  for  our  fuftaiance  and  conve« 
^^'  nience  all  men  will  a^ree  to  be  very  defirable ;  and  tbefe 

PC  IxT.  9,   are  indeed  the  bleffings  of  him^  who  vifiteth  the  earth  tmd 
*^*         ,  enricheth  itj  who  eroumeth  the  year  with  his  goodnefs, 
and  whofe  clouds  drop  fatnefs ;  but  they  are  fo  difpenfed 
by  heaven,  that  induflry  mull  concur  therewith  in  deriv- 
ProT.  xii.    ing  them  to  us,  and  (loth  will  debar  us  of  them ;  for  he, 
^^  ^^.    faith  the  holy  Oracle,  that  tilleth  his  land,  Jhall  be^fatisjted 
5.    '      '   with,  bread  ;  and  the  thoughts  of  the  diligent  alone  tend  to 
Lxx.r     plent&>ufnefs ;  but  the  Jluggard  Jhall  beg  in  harveft,  and 
Ptov.  XX.    havfi  nothing;  and  the  idle  foul  Jhall  fuffer  hunger. 
.  wx.  15.      w'ealth  is  that,  which  generally  men  of  all  things  are 
wont  to  afie6):  and  covet  with  mod  ardent  defire,  as  the 
great  (lorehoufe  of  their  needs  and  conveniences,  the  fure 
bulwark  of  their  ftate  and  dignity;  the  univerfal  inftru- 
ment  of  comparing  their  deiigns  and  pleafiu'es  $  and  mod 
evident  it  is,  that  in  the  natural  oourfe  of  things,  induffary 
is  the  way  to  acquire  it,  to  fecure  it,  to  improve  and  en« 
large  it^  the  wl^h  courfe  purfued  innocently  and  mo<» 
deftly,  God  will  be  fo  far  from  obftrufting,  that  he  will 
further  and  blefs  it ;  for  that  indeed  it  would  be  a  flaw  in 
providence,  if  honefl:  ihdufhy,  ufing  the  means  it  sSord" 
eth,  ihould  fell  of  procuring  a  competency ;  which  joined 
with  a  pious  contentednefs,  in  St.  PauFs  computation,  is 
iTim.  vi.  great  wealth.    Wherefore  although  Solomon  telleth  us, 
J:  that  the  blejfing  of : the  Lord  is  that  which  maheth  rich; 

16.  X.  33.  yet  doth  he  not  forget  or  contradiA  himfelf,  when  he  alfo 
"chron.  ^^^'^  affirm,  that  the  ha/nd  of  the  diligent  maketh  rich  ;  and 
xxix.  13.  that  he  who  gathereth  by  labour  Jhall  increafe*,  be^^ufe 
19.  *  *  God  blefleth  the  induibious,  and  by  his  own  hand,  as  the 
Prov.  X.  4.  jnoft  proper  inftrument,  maketh  him  rich.  When  the 
ficclef.'vi.  Preacher  faid.  There  is  a  man  to  whom  God  hath  given 
St  Paul  ex- ^*^^^  ^^  M'ca&A,  he  knew  well  enough  what  man  it  was, 
horteth  to  to  whom  God  givcth  them;  and  that  fluggards^were  not 
r'S  fit  olgeds  of  that  Hbeiality :  fwr  he  had  obfervcd  it  to  be 
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thdr  doom  to  be  poor  and  beggarly,  their  nature  to  wafte  SERM. 
and  embezzle  an  eftate :  he  could  affure  us,  that  drowfinefs       ^' 
Jkall  clothe  a  man  with  rags  ;  he  could  propound  it  as  Siifafui^^it 
oertain  obfervation,  that  he  who  is  Jlothful  in  his  work,  *^^?[;*^^^^ 
brother  to  a  great  wq/ier;  or  that  want  of  induftry  in  ourii. 
bnfinels  will  no  lefs  impair  our  eftate,  than  prodigality  it-gj^xym!©. 
felf ;  he  could  more  than  once  warn  the  flothful,  that  if 
he  6idjleep  on,  or  periift  in  his  (luggifh  way,  indigency  ProT.  z.  a* 
would  furprife  and  feize  on  him  with  an  infupportable  vio- 
lence :  So,  (kith  he,^aU  thy  poverty  come  as  one  that  ^ra- Prov.vi.ii. 
vMeth,  and  thy  want  as  an  armed  man.  *"^*  ^*" 

Another  daiiing  of  human  afTe^on  (and  a  jewel  indeed 
of  codfiderable  worth  and  ufe  in  our  life)  is  honour,  or  re- 
putation among  men :  this  alfo  plainly,  after  the  c<Hnmon 
reafon  and  courfe  of  things,  is  purchafed  and  preferved 
by  induftry :  for  he  that  afpireth  to  worthy  things,  and 
afiayeth  laudable  deiigns,  purfuing  them  fteadUy  with  fe- 
'  rious  application  of  heart,  and  refolute  activity,  will  rarely 
&il  of  good  fuccefs,  and  confequently  will  not  mifs  ho- 
nour, which  ever  doth  crown  vi&ory ;  and  if  he  ftiould 
hap  to  fail  in  his  defign,  yet  he  will  not  lofe  his  credit; 
for  having  meant  weU,  and  done  his  beft,  all  will  be  ready 
to  excufe,  many  to  conunend  him;   the  very  qualities 
which  induftry  doth  exercife,  and  the  efie£ts  which  it  doth  i  Chron. 
produce,  to  beget  honour,  as  being  ornaments  of  our  per-  rS^' "ig. 
fon  and  ftate.     God  himfelf  (from  whom  honour  comet h,  gcclcf.  v. 
and  whofe  fpecial  prerogative  it  is  to  beftow  it,  he,  as*»- 
lUng  of  the  world,  being  the  fountain  of  honour)  will  be 
concerned  to  dignify  an  induftrious  management  of  his 
pfts  with  that  natural  and  proper  recctopence  thereof; 
conducing  hiis^  who  fairly  treadeth  in  the  pa^th  of  hohour, 
•that  he  (&a]l  fafely  arrive  unto  it.    It  is  therefore  a  matter 
of  eafy  obfervation,  which  the  wife  Prince  dothi  prompt  us 
to  mark;  See/l  thou  a  man  diligent  in  his  buftnefs  f  Aeprov.zxii. 
fiall  Jiand  before  kings  ;   he  Jhall  not  Jiand  before  mean  **• 
men  ?  that  is,  diligence,  as  it  is  the  fiureft,  fo  it  is  the 
fureft  way  to  the  beft  preferment :  as  it  qualifieth  a  man 
for  employment,  and  rendereth  him  ufeful  to  the  world, 
fo  it  will  procure  worthy  employment  for  him,  and  attraft 
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8ERM.  the  world  to  him;  as  the  fame  great  author  again  doth 
^'       aflert;   The  handy  faith  he,  of  the  diligent  Jhall  bear  rtdei 
Piov.  xii.    yea,  fo  honourable  a  thing  is  induftry  itfelf,  that  an  exer- 
**•  cife  thereof  in  the  meaneft  rank  is  produ£live  of  eileem,  at 

Prov. xxfii. the  Wife  Man  agsun  doth  obferve  and  tell  us;  He  thai 
-"'^^^^^^ffflt^c/A  on  his  mq/ier  (that  is,  with  diligence  attendeth  on 
»•»  i««r*s    the  bufinefs  committed  to  him)  ^aZZ  be  honoured. 
?!Snrm.^*''      No  induftrious  man  is  contemptible;    for  he  is  ever 
looked  upon  as  being  in  a  way  of  thriving,  of  working 
hinifelf  out  from  any  flraits,  of  advancing  himfelf  into  a 
better  condition.     But  without  induftry  we  cannot  expe& 
any  thing  but  difrefpe£t,  fhame,  and  reproach,  which  are 
the  certain  portion  of  the  flothful;    he  not  having  the 
heart  to  enterprife  or  the  refolution  and  patience  to  achieve 
any  thing  deferving  regard,  or  apt  to  procure  it;  he  want- 
ing all  the  ornaments  and  good  fruits  that  grow  from  in- 
duftry; he  being  only  fit  for  a  fordid  and  fervile  condi- 
Prov.  xii.    tion ;  whence  the  Jlothful,  {aith  Solomon,  Jhall  be  under 
IILm^     ^riluie;  and.  He  that  Jleepeth  in  harve/i,  is  a  fon  thai 
U*»rmU     caufeth  Jhame  ;  he  caufeth  it  to  his  relations  by  his  beg- 
Vv^ji.  4.  fB^^^  accoutrements,  he  caufeth  it  much  more  to  himfelf 
by  his  defpiqable  faultinefs,  and  by  the  difgraceful  confe'- 
quences  of  it. 

Another  yet  more  precious  good,  far  furpafSng  all  ex- 
ternal advantages  of  our  flate ;  the  which  in  the  judgment 
of  him  who  (together  with  it  having  a  full  pofTefEon  of 
all  fecular  pro^rity,  wealth,  dignity,  and  power)  was 
Prov.  viii.   beft  able  to  prize  it,  is  better  than  rubies,  and  incompara^ 
15!  !▼.  7. '  ^h/  ^^^  excel  all  things  that  may  be  defired,  as  ennobling, 
Jobxxviii.  enriching,  and  embellifhing  our  better  part:  wifcom,  I 
mean,  or  a  good  comprehenfion,  and  right  judgment  about 
matters  of  higheft  importance  to  us,  is  the  "prize  of  in- 
dufhy,  and  not  to  be  gained  without  it ;  nature  conferreth 
little  thereto  1,  fortune  contributeth  much  lefs ;  it  cannot 
Job  xxviVu  be  bought  at  any  rate;  It  cannot,  faith  Job,  be  gotten  for 
**'  *  *       gold,  neither  Jhall  JHwr  be  weighed  for  the  price  thereof; 
it  cannot  be  valued  with  the  gold  of  Ophir,  with  the  pre^ 

1  Nee  rade  quid  piofit  video  ingenium.  H«r.  tU  Arte  Poeu 
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ctous  onyx,  or  the  fapphire;  it  is  the  offspring  of  watchful  SERM, 
obfenration  and  experience,  of  ferious  meditation  and  ftu-  ^' 
dy;  of  careful  refle£tion  on  things,  marking,  comparing, 
and  weighing  their  nature,  their  worth,  their  tendencies 
and  confequences ;  thefe  are  needful  to  the  getting  of  wif- 
dom,  becaufe  truth,  which  it  feeketh,  commonly  doth  not 
lie  in  the  furface,  obvious  to  a  fuperficial  glance,  nor  only 
dependeth  on  a  fimple  confideration  of  few  things;  but  is 
lodged  deep  in  the  bowels  of  things,  and  under  a  knotty 
complication  of  various  matters;  fo  that  we  muft  dig  to 
come  at  it,  and  labour  in  unfolding  it :  nor  is  it  an  eafy 
taflc  to  void  the  prejudices  fpringing  from  inclination  or 
temper,  from  education  or  cuilom,  from  paffion  and  inte- 
reft,  which  cloud  the  mind,  and  obftru£t  the  attainment  of 
wifdom. 

If  we  will  have  it,  we  muft  get  it  as  Solomon  himfelf 
did,  that  great  mafter  of  it.   How  was  that  ?  I  gave,  faith  Ecclcf.  i. 
he,  my  heart  to  know  wifdom.     He  who  made  it  his  op- }  kingf iif. 
tion  and  choice  before  all  things ;  who  fo  eameftly  and  to^}J'  ^?.: 
happily  did  pray  for  it;   upon  whom  it  is  fo  exprefslygi.  ii.  17. 
laid,  that  God  in  a  fpecial  manner  and  plentiful  meafure^*^^^*  ^*' 
did  beftow  it ;  who  averreth  God  to  be  the  fole  donor  of  Jam.  i.  5. 
it,  (for.  The  Lord,  f^th  he,  giveth  wifdom,  out  of  his  mouth^toy.  ii.  6. 
Cometh  knowledge  and  underjlanding ;)   yet  even  he  did 
firft  give  his  heart  to  it,  before  it  was  given  into  his  heart: 
lie  did  hot  only  gape  for  it,  to  receive  it  by  mere  infufion ; 
but  he  worked  and  ftudied  hard  for  it.     He  was  indeed  a 
great  ftudent,  an  inquifitive  fearcher  into  nature,  a  curious 
obferver  of  the  world,  a  profound  confiderer  and  comparer 
of  things ;  and  by  that  induftrious  courfe,  promoted  by 
divine  bleffing,  he  did  arrive  to  that  great  (lock  of  fo  re- 
nowned a  wifdom. 

And  the  fame  method  it  is  which  he  prefcribeth  tp  us 
(br  getting  it;  exhorting  us,  that  we  incline  our  ear  unto Proy,  u. «, 
wifdom,  and  apply  our  lieart  to  underjlanding;  that  we^'** 
cry  after  knowledge,  and  lift  up  our  voice  for  underftand- 
ing ;  that  we  feek  her  as  fiver,  and  fearch  for  her  as  for 
hid  treafures ;  in  following  which  courfe  he  doth  affure 
us  of  gpod  fuccefs ;  for  then,  faith  he,  Jhalt  thou  under- 
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SERM.7^^^^  ^^^fio,r  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  knowledge  of 

L.       which  is  the  head  or  chief  part  of  wifdom ;  and  Bi 

Prov  viii    ^^^'^  ^^  again,  in  the  perfon  and  place  of  wifdom  itft 

04, 33.       the  man  that  heareth  me,  watching  daily  at  my  j 

waiting  at  the  po/ls  of  my  doors;  for  he  that  findeth 
findeth  life,  andjhall  obtain  favour  of  the  Lord.     It  h 

way  he  fuppofeth  of  finding  wifdom,  to  watch  affiduo 

to  wfdt  diligently  upon  iJie  means  of  attaining  her; 

how  infallible  the  acquift  of  her  is  thereby,  ihe  doth  a, 
Prov.  viii.   by  his  mouth  thus  acquaint  us ;  I  love  them  thai 
wifd    i     ^^^  ^^^  ^*?/^  that  feek  me  early  fhall  find  me;  and 
12, 13, 14.  faith  his  imitator,  is  eafly  feen  of  them  that  love  her, 
found  offuch  as  feek  her  ;  whofo  Jeeketh  her  early,  J 

have  no  great  travel,  for  he  Jhall  find  her  fitting  at 

doors. 

This  indeed  is  the  only  way ;  idlenefs  is  not  capabli 

fo  rich  and  noble  a  purchafe ;  a  flothfiil  perfon  niay 

conceited,  yea  needs  muft  be  fo  5  but  he  can  never 
Prov.  xxvi.  wi^®  •  A  Jluggard,  faith  Solomon,  is  wifer  in  his  own  a 
*^*  ceit,  than  fev&n  men  that  can  render  a  reqfon.    This  cc 

ceit  of  wifdom  is  a  natural  iffue  of  his  ignorance;  and 

15  indeed  no  fmall  part  of  his  folly,  that  he  doth  not  p 
ceive  it;  being, no  lefs  fhipid  in  refleftion  on  his  01 
mind,  than  in  comfidering  other  matters :  being  always 
a  (lumber,  he  will  often  fall  into  fuch  pleafant  dream 
and  no  wonder  that  he  fhould  prefume  upon  abundance 
knowledge,  who  not  Ming  to  take  any  pains  in  the  fear 
or  difcuflion  of  things,  doth  fnatch  the  firft  appearano 
doth  embrace  every  fuggeftion  of  his  fancy,  every  cone 
gratifying  his  humour,  for  truth. 

What  fhould  I  fpeak  of  learning,  or  the  knowledge 
various  things,  tranfcending  vulgar  apprehenfion  ?  Wl 
kftoweth  not  that  we  cannot  otherwife  reach  any  part 
that,  than  by  afSduous  fludy  and  contemplation  ?  Wl 
doth  not  find  that  all  the  power  in  the  world  is  not  al 
to  command,  nor  all  the  wealth  of  the  Indies  to  purcha 
one  notion?  Who  can  be  ignorant,  that  no  vrit  alone, 
flrength  of  parts  can  fuffice,  without  great  induflry, 
frame  any  fcience,  to  learn  any  one  tongue,  to  know  t 
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hiftory  of  natur^  or  of  Providence?   it  is  oertainly  by  SERMl 

Horace's  methods^  ^' 

Multa  tulit^  feciti{ue  piicf ,— — 

by  much  exerdfe  and. endurance  of  pains,  that  any  one 

can  arrive  to  the  mark  of  being  learned  or  (kilful  in  any 

fort  of  knowledge. 

But  fiurtiier  yet, .  Virtue,  the  nobleft  endowment  and 

richeft  pofleffion  whereof  man  is  capable;  the  glory  of 

our. nature^  the  beauty  of  our  foul,  the  goodlieft  ornament 

and  the^finneft  fupport  of  our  life  ^  5  that  alfo  is  the  fruit 

and  bleiling  of  induftry ;  that  of  all  things  moft  indifpen<^ 

lably  doth  need  and  require  it.     It  doth  not  grow  in  uf 

by  nature,  nor  befall  us  by  fortune;  for  nature  is  fo  far 

fiom  producing  it,  thai  it  yieldeth  mighty  obftacles  and 

refiftances  to  its  birth,  there  being  in  the  beft  difpofitiotts 

muchaverfenefs  from  good,  and  great  pronenefs  to  evil; 

fortune  doth. not  .frirther  its  acquifts,  but  cafteth  in  rubs 

and  hindrances  thereto,  every  condition  prefenting  its  al^* 

lurements,  or  its  aflnghtments  from  it ;  all  things  within 

us  and  about  us  confpire  to  render  its  produ&ion  and  its 

pra&ice  laborious. 

It  is  ('tis  true)  a  gift  of  heaven,  and  cannot  be  obtained 

without  a.fpecial  influence  of  divine  grace ;  but  it  is  given 

as  children  are,  (of  w^hom  it  is  faid,  Lo,  children  are  anPfel. 

heritage  of  the  Lord,  (md.the  fruit  of  the  womb  is  his  re**^*^** 

ward^  not  without  fore  travail  and  labour  of  the  mother^ 

not  without  grievous  difficulty  and  pangs  in  the  birth.    In 

our  converficm  to  embrace  virtue  God  doth  guide  us ;  but 

to  what?  to  fit  ftill  ?  No,  to  walk^  to  run  in  his  ways: 

Grace  doth  move  us,  but  whereto  ?  to  do  nothing?  No, 

but  to  ftir^iand  aft  vigoroufly ;  The  holy  Spirit  doth  JfcZpRom.  ▼HI. 

our  infirmities :  but  how  could  it  help  them,  if  we  did  ;^.J^c2m«i1! 

not  conioin  our  beft,  though  weak,  endeavours  Mgth  its  w«^-  *"•  *• 

.       >    n.       11    i_    .  x>/  ft  Rom.ii.io. 

operations  r    10  what  qotn  it  (rovayriXaix^dtveiv,  or  co- A^/pAasz.  35. 


K  Qui  cupit  optatam  curfu  contingere  metam,- 

Malta  tulit,  fecitqoe  pucr,  fudavit  et  alfit.  Hor,  de  ArU  Pott, 
h  Tfi  ^y  xox/f  i^vm^  r?  }li  i^tr^  ^uyxixXv^vTat  xinos,  Chryf.  in  Jok.  Or,  35.* 
Kmatta  fti¥  yk^  a^«%^^«xr#y*  i^trh  il  9v»  itav^  Kr»Tm$,  Sen,  dt  Provid,  2. 
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SERM.  us,  but  to  Jlrive  agair^/i  fiuy  to  work  righieou/hefs^  to  per- 
,  ^'  form  duty  with  earaeft  intention  of  mind^  and  labofious 
aftivity  ?  God,  faith  St.  Chryfoftom,  hath  parted  virtue 
with  uSf  and  neitlier  hath  left  all  to  be  in  us,  left  wejhattld 
le  elated  to  pride,  nor  himfelf  hath  taken  all,  left  wejhovld 
decline  to  floth ». 

Indeed  the  very  nature  and  effence  of  virtue  doth  confift 
in  the  moft  difficult  and  painful  efforts  of  foul ;  in  the  ex- 
tirpating rooted  prejudices  and  notions  from  our  under- 
fianding;  in  bending  a  ftiff  will,  and  reftifying  crooked 
inclinations;  in  overruling  a  rebellious  temper;  in  curb- 
ing eager  and  importunate  appetites ;  in  taming  wild  paf- 
fions ;  in  withftanding  violent  temptations ;  in  furmount — 
Ing  many  difficulties,  and  fufiaining  many  troubles;  in^^ 
ftruggling  with  various  unruly  lufts  within,  and  encoun — 
tering  many  ftout  enemies  abroad,  which  aiiault  our  rea- — 
fon,  and  war  againjl  our  foul :  in  fuch  exercifes  its  very^ 
being  lieth ;  its  birth,  its  growth,  its  fubfiftence  dependetk-J 
on  them;  fo  that  from  any  difcontinuance  or  remiffion  oE 
them  it  would  foon  decay,  languifh  away,  and  perifh.. 

What  attention,  what  circimifpeflion,.  arid  vigilancy  oE^ 
inind,  what  intention  of  fpirit,  what  force  of  refolution^ 
what  command  and  care  over  ourfelves  doth  it  require,  to^ 
keep  ovir  hearts  from  vain  thoughts  and. evil  defires;  to 
guard  our  tongue  from  wanton,  imjuft,  uncharitable  dif- 
courfe ;  to  order  our  fteps  uprightly  and  fteadily  in  all  the 
Chryf.  in    paths  of  duty  ?  K«)  t/  oux  enmovov  to5v  rvig  aperris ;  arid  what, 
;oh.  Or. 36.^3  St,  Chryfoftom  a&eth,  of  all  things  belonging  to  virtue 
is  not  laborious?  It  is  no  fmall  talk  to  know  it,  wherein 
it  coiififteth,  and  what  it  demandeth  of  us;  it  is  a  far  more 
painful  thing  to  conform  our  pra£lice  unto  its  rules  and 
diftates. 


7m»  /k^  iiV  atTiwtav  iiTM^tifiu^a,  aSrt  nvrif  ro  irav  tXmCtv,  1p«  fin  $ts  ffSffftUf  itw- 
»X/w/»i»'  «XX*,  &C.  Chryf^  Tom,  5.  Or,  28. 

OvTt  yk^  h  -ri^)  ret  »»Xa  rif  av^pti  wttv  lyx^ifinrts  3/;^«  w  <KwSt»  /3«ir^/*r 

««^«vr«y  0»(Af»ax}»*  us  rtXtwfif  i^irns,  Baf,  Cott/I,  M9n»  cap.  15. 
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If  travelling  in  a  rough  way  I;  if  climbing  up  a  fteep  SERM. 
hill;  if  combadng  ftem  foes,  and  fighting  (harp  battles ;       L. 
if  crof&ng  the  grain  of  our  nature  and  defiines ;  if  conti-  " 

nually  holding  a  ftriS  rein  over  all  our  parts  and  powers, 
be  things  of  labour  and  trouble,  then  greatly  fuch  is  the 
pra&ice  of  virtue. 

Indeed  each  virtue  hath  its  peculiar  difficulty,  needing 
much  labour  to  mafter  it :  Faith  is  called  ipyov  irkeoo$,  the  1  Thef.  i.  3. 
work  of  faith;  and  it  is  no  fuch  eafy  work,  as  may  beJi^**^'*" 
ima^ned,  te  bring  our  hearts  unto  a  thorough  perfuafion^o*»"v^-«9- 
about  truths  croffing  our  fenfual  conceits,  and  cpntroling 
our  peevifh  humours ;  unto  a  perfeft  fubmiffion  of  our 
underftanding,  and  refignation  of  our  will  to  whatever 
God  teach^th  or  prefcribeth ;  to  a  firm  refolution  of  ad- 
hering to  that  profeffion,  which  exaSeth  of  us  fo  much 
pains,  and  expofeth  us  td  fo  many  troubles. 

Charity  is  alfo  a  kborious  exercife  of  many  good  works; 
and  he  0iat  will  praflife  it,  muft  In  divers  ways  labour 
hardly;  he  muft  labour  in  voiding  from  his  foul  many 
difpofitions  deeply  radicated  therein  by  nature,  opinion^ 
and  cuftom  5  envy,  frowardnefs,  ftubbomnefs,  perverfe  and 
vain  felfifhnefs;  from  whence  wrath,  revenge,  fpite,  .and 
malice  do  fpring  forth.     He  muft  labour  in  efTeflual  per- 
formance of  all  good  offices,  and  in  catching  all  occafion8Gal*vi-io. 
of  doiQg  good ;  he  muft  exert  that  xwrov  Styamis,  tha.t  ia^ottriie^  ,„-/i^,' 
of  love,  whereof  St.  Paul  doth  fpeak;  he  muft  (as  tbatj^"'*^*- 
holy  Apoftle  direfteth,  not  only  in  precept,  but  by -his 
own  practice)  work  with  his  own  hands^  that  he  ma.y 
fupply  the  wants  of  his  neighbour. 

Hope  itfelf  (which  one  would  think,  when  grounded 'A«^»?. 
well,  ihould  be  a  no  lefs  e^y  than  pleafant  duty)  dpthHeb!^'.  19. 
need  much  labour  to  preferve  it  fafe,  ftraight,  ^d  fl^ble,  \!^^  '•  '• 
among  the  many  waves  and  billows  of  temptation  aiTayingHcb!?!*.  )k 
to  Ihake  md  fybvert  ft ;  whence  a  patier^ce  of  hope  is  re-]J^^I|***" 
commended  to  us ;  and,  we  fo  often  are  exhorted  to  hold  Heb.  Hi.  6, 
it  b&y  to  keep  it  fure,  firm^  and  unftiaken  to  the  cn^.    " '    "p^j,  |.  ,^, 

'ASmmitm,  fUMfif  rt  Mmi  S^^tot  fT/M^f  W  *Mi9,  
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i8  Of  Indvftry  in  general. 

SERM.  Temperance  alfo  furely  demandeth  no  fmall  pains  «^  5  i  -^ 
L.  being  no  flight  buiinefs  to  check  our  greedy  appetites^  \cz^ 
{hun  the  enticements  of  pleafure,  to  efcape  the  fnares  o::^ 
company  and  example^  to  fupport  the  ill-will  and 
{MX)aches  of  thofe  zealots  and  bigots  for  vice,  who  camiG 
tolerate  any  nonconformity  to  their  extravagances  $  bttt,„j 

1  Pet.  iv.  4.  as  St.  Peter  doth  exprefs  it,  think  it  Jirange^  if  others  dczz^ 
nat  run  with  them  to  the  fame  excefs  ofriot,fpeaking  ill  0^^ 
tliemfor  it. 

What  ftiould  I  fpeak  of  meeknefs,  of  patience,  of  hiuni 

lity,.of  contentednefs?    Is  it  not  manifeft  how  laboriou^^ 

thiofe  virtues  are,  and  what  pains  are  neceflary  in  the  ob 

taining,  in  the  exercife  of  them  ?  what  pains,  I  fay,  the^^ 
require  in  the  voidance  of  fond  conceits,  in  the  fuppreffioinx 
of  froward  humours,  in  the  quelling  fierce  paffions,  in  th^? 
brooking  grievous  crofles  and  adverfiues,  in  the  bearing^ 
heinous  injuries  and  affronts  ? 

Thus  doth  all  virtue  require  much  induftry,  and  it  there- 
fore neceflarily  muft  itfelf  be  a  great  virtue,  which  is  the 
mother,  the  nurfe,  the  guardian  of  all  virtues ;  yea,  which 
*  indeed  is  an  ingredient  and  conftitutive  part  of  every  vir- 
tue; for  if  virtue  were  eafily  obtainable  or  pra&icable 
without  a  good  meafure  of  pains,  how  could  it  be  virtue  ? 
what  excellency  could  it  have,  what  praife  could  it  claim, 
what  reward  could  it  expe£fc  ?  God  hath  indeed  made  the 
beft  things  not  eaiily  obtainable,  hath  fet  them  high  out 
of  our  reach,  to  exercife  our  induftry  in  getting  them,  that 
we  iftight  raife  up  ourfelves  to  them,  that  being  obtained, 
they  may  the  more  defence  our  efteem,  and  his  reward. 

Laftly,  The  fovereign  good,  the  laft  fcope  of  our  alliens, 
tho  top  and  fum  of  our  defires,  happifiefs  itfelf,  or  eternal 
life  in  perfeQ:  reft,  joy,  and  glory;  although  it  be  the  fu- 

ilpm.tl.a3.preme  gift  of  God,  and  fpecial  boon  of  divine  grace,  (to  8« 

Ej)h.a.'8.  ^ipurfjM  TOW  06OU,  But 3  laith  St.  Paul,  the  gift  of  God's 
grace  is  eternal  life;)  yet  it  alfo  by  God  hknfelf  is  de- 
clared to  be  the  refult  and  reward  of  indufhy  5  for  we  arc 

»  Tteiyns  «$  hog  riftMTOt  uf$vS0n,  its  tutXh  fuv  A  ^vf^vm  «  ntu  htutu^n, 
;^«X«ir«y  /ttif  tm  tuu  t^riV^wy.  Plmt,  it  Rip,  9. 
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commanded  to  work  out  our  falvation  with  fear  and  trem-  SERM. 
blifig,  and  to  give  diligence  in  making  our  calling  and      ^; 
eUSHonfure^  by  virtuous  prafdce ;  and  God,  faith  St.  Paul,  Phil.  ii.  la. 
will  render  to  every  man  according  fo  his  porks  ;  to  lhem^^\  |:  *^* 
who  J  by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing,  feek  glory,  and?,  10.  yU 
honour,  and  immortality,  eternal  life  ;  and,  in  the  clofe  of  ^^' 
God's  book,  it  is  proclaimed,  as  a  truth  of  greateft  mo- 
ment, and  fpecijd  point  of  Qod'f  will,  Bhjfed  dre  they  that  Rev.  xzii. 
do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  JJiij,  ^|^ 
of  life.     It  is  plainly  induftry,  which  climbeth  the  holy^a* 
mount ;  it  is  induftry,  which  taketh  the  kingdom  of  heaven  u. 
hf  force  i  it  is  induftry,  which  fo  runneth  as  to  obtain  the  *  ^^-  ^*' 
prize,  which  fo  fighteth  as  to  receive  the  croi£/«,  which  fojam.i.  12. 
u/atcheth  as  to  fecure  our  everlaftihg  intereft  to  us.  42* "xvfia! 

Thus  do  the  choiceft  good  things,  of  which  we  are  Luke  xii. 
capable,  Ipring  from  induflryi  or  depend  upon  it ;  and  no  jf^,  ^  3. 
confiderable  good  can  be  attained  without  it :  thus  all  the 
^8  of  God  are  by  it  conveyed  to  us,  or  are  rendered  m 
dkSt  be^ieficial  to  us ;  for  the  gifts  of  nature  are  but  ca- 
pacities, which  it  junproveth ;  the  gifts  of  fortune  or  pro- 
\idenqB  ar^e  bijit  inftruments,  which  it  en^loyeth  to  our 
ufej  the  gifts  pf  grace  are  the  fupports  and  fuecours  of 
it ;  aiKl  the  very  gift  of  glory  is  its  fruit  and  reconqpence. 

There  are  farther  feveral  oilier  material  confiderations 
and  weighty  motives  to  the  praftice  of  this  duty,  which 
meditation  hath  fuggefted  to  me :  but  thefe,  in  regard  to 
your  patience,  muft  fuffice  at  prefent;  the  other  (together 
with  an  ^j^cation  proper  to  our  condition  and  calling) 
being  referved  to  another  bccaiion. 


c  2 
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OF  INDUSTRY  IN  GENERAL. 


ECCLES.  ix.  lO. 

Wliatfoever  thy  handjhideth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy 
might. 

SERM.  Industry,  which  the  divine  Preacher  in  this  Xtxt  re  — 
^^'      commendeth  to  us,  is  a  virtue  of  avery  difiufive  nature 
and  influence ;  ftretching  itfelf  through  all  our  affairs'^  ancf 
.twilling  itfelf  with  every  concern  we  have;  fo  that  no 
bufinefs  can  be  well  managed,  no  defign  accomplifhed,  no 
good  pbtsuned  without  it:   it  therefore  behoveth  us  to 
conceive  a  high  opinion  of  it,  and  to  inure  our  fouls  to 
the  praftice  of  it,  upon  all  occafions :  in  furtherance  of 
which  purpofes  I  formerly,  not  long  fince,  did  propound 
feveral  motives  and  inducements ;   and  now  proceeding 
pn,  (hall  reprefent  divers  other  confiderations  ferviceablc 
to  the  fame  end. 

I,  We  may  confider  that  induftry  is  produfilive  of  eafe 
itfetf,  and  preventive  of  trouble :  it  was  no  lefs  folidly, 
than  acutely  and  fmartly  advifed  by  the  philofopher  Cra- 
tes "^  Whether y  faid  he,  labour  be  to  be  chofen,  labour^  or 
whether  it  be  to  be  efchewed,  labour,  that  thou  maye/i  not 
labour  ;  for  by  not  labouring,  labour  is  not  efcaped,  but  is 
rather  purfued ;  and  St.  Chryfoftom^  doth  upon  the  feme 
confideration  urge  induffay,  becaufe  Sloth,  faith  he,,  is  wont 

•  E)S*  mlj^iTt*  i  wins,  vim*  |3V«  ^$ofiriif,  vrifu,  lut  f»m  r^v^*  ^tk  yetf^  rv  ^  wi" 
^  'H  i^ym  %mf^tifUf  iifiat  iftw^i,  »«ii  «r«X^  wm^ix^tf  rh  iAuk  Chiyf,  in  Joh, 
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tojpoil  us,  and  to  yield  us  much  pain.    No  man  can  cozeti  SERM. 
nature,  efcaping  the  labour  to  which  he  was  bom;  but      ^^' 
rather  attempting  it,  will  delude  himfelf,  then  finding 
mo&,  when  he  /hunneth  all  labour. 

Sloth  indeed  doth  affeft  eafe  and  quiet,  but  by  affed- 
ing  them  doth  lofe  them;  it  hateth labour  and- trouble, 
but  by  hating  them  dolJi  incur  thorn ;  it  is  a  felfnidlroy- 
ing  vice,  not  fuffi^ing  thofe  who  cherifli  it  t6  be  iffle,  but 
creating  much  work,  and  multiplying  pains  unto  them ; 
engaging  them  into  ivers  neceffities  and  ftraits,  which 
they  cannot  fupport  with  eafe,  and  out  of  which,  without 
extreme  trouble,  they  cannot  extricate  themfelves :  of  this 
the  Preacher  doth  afford  us  a  plain  inftance;  By  wittcA  Ecckf.  x. 
flothfidnefsy  faith  he,  the  building  decayeth,  and  through^^' 
idlenefs  of  the  hands  the  houfe  droppeih  through.  A  little 
care  taken  at  firft  about  repairing  the  houfe,  would  have 
laved  its  decay  and  ruin,  and  confequently  the  vaft  charge 
andl  trouble,  becoming  needful  to  re-edify  it :  and  the  like 
doth  happen  in  moft  other  cafes  and  occurrences  of  life : 
idleness  conunonly  doth  let  (lip  opportunities  and  advan- 
tages, which  cannot  with  eafe  be  retrieved;  it  letteth 
things  fall  into  a  bad  cafe,  out  of  which  they  can  hardly 
be'recovered.  - 

Tlie  eeHain  confequences  of  it  (difgrace^  p^^^*  want 
'Of  experience,  difobliging  and  lofing  friends,  with  all  thch 
like  mifchiefs)  cannot  be  fupported  without  niuch  dif- 
quiet ;  ajid  they  difable  a  man  ^m  redrefGng  the  ipcon- 
veniences  into  which  he  is  plunged* 

But  ihduftry,  by  a  little  voluntary  labour  taken  in  due 
place  and  feafon,  doth  fa«re  much  neceffary  labour  after-' 
ward,  and  by  moderate  care  doth  prevent  intolerable  dif- 
trds ;  and  the  fruits  of  it  (wealth,  reputation,  (kill,  and 
dexterit]^  in  afiairs,  friend(hips,  all  .advantages  of  fbrttme) 
do  enabl»-amidi  to.pafs  his  life  with  great  eafe,  comfort, 
aad  ddight. 

%.  Induffay  doth  beget  eafe,  by  procurmg  good  habits, 
and  facility  of  a£dng  things  expedient  for  us  to  do*  By 
takiqg  pains  to-day  we  (hall  need  lefs  pains  to-morrow; 
and  by  continuing  the  exercifci  within  a  ^ile  we  (hall 
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SERM.  need  no  pains  at  all,  but  perform  the  moft  diflknilt 
^'  of  duty,  or  of  benefit  to  us,  withr  perffe£k  e^e,  yea  \ 
monly  with  great  pleafiire.  What  fluggiih  people  aoe 
hard  and  irkfome  (as  to  rife  early,  to  hold  clofe  to  i 
or  buflnefs,  to  bear  fome  hardflnp)  will  be  natufdi' 
fweet ;  as  proceeding  from  another  nature,  hufed  ii 
byuferf 

indilftry  doth  bit^d  afllirance  aaid  courage,  needful 
the  undertaking  and  profeoution  of  all  neceflary  bufio 
or  for  the  performance  ^  all  duties  incumbent  pn  u^« 

No  man  can  quite  decline  bufinefs,  or  difengage  hiia 
from  duty,  without  infimte  damage  and  mifchief  accru 
to  himfelf :    but  thefe  an  induihious  mah  (confidhig 
tliis  efficacious  quality)  will  fet  upon  with  aUmty,  i 
difpateh  with  facility,  his  dili^;ence  voiding  ^bft^cl^,  J 
finoothing  the  way  to  him;  whenas  idletiefs^  finding  foi 
difficulties,  and  fencying  more,  foon  difheartenetb,  a 
caufeth  a  man. to  de£ft  from  a£tion,  rather  cHoofing 
crouch  und^  the  burden,  than  by  etkleavour  to  carry 
through^  to  difcharge  himfelf  thereof:  whence  as  to 
induftrious  man  things  feeming  difficult  wiU  ph)Ve  eafy^^ 
to  a  (lothful  perfpn  the  ^eft  things  will  appear  impel 
ble;  accordmg  to  Solomon's  obfervation:  Tbe  wag^  lai 
he,  of  a  Jlothful  man  is  an  hedge  of  i/wrns,  but  ike  w 
^  the  upright  is  made  plain^;  whefead  a  flbthfrd  man,  I: 
ing  apt  to  negled:  his  obligations,  is  oppofed  to  a)iiiprig 
man,  who  hath  a  confcionable  regard  to  thein,  and 
willing  to  take  pains  .in  the  difchalrgb  of  them :  fo  it 
dedared^  that  to  the  one  ihef  way  is  rou^  and  thomy> 
the  other  beaten  and  expedite. 

And  fgain>  The  Jlothfui  ihan,  faith  he>  dothfay^  Th 
is  a  lion  without^  IJhaU  hejkm  in  theJireHs^x  he  is  v^ 
apt  to  conceit,  or  to  pretend  imaging  difficulties  a 
Hazards,  and  thence  to  be  deierted  from  going  abdnt  1 

'^  ly^.  PtqV.  ZV,  i  9.     *6}«hBS^«y  If ^ct^ivrnt.  mk^vBeug,  al  Jk  rmv  itii^tltf 
d  9t(pr,  xxti.  13.  xii;vi.  id.     Xl^fkuriXtraif  naU  >A'yU  HtM^y  A^f  U  i 
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bufinefs,  or  doing  liis  duty.     This  coniideration  St.  Chry*  SERM. 
(bftom  doth  propofe,  exciting  to  an  eameft  purfuit  of  vir-      W. 
tue;  becanfe^  There  isy  laith  he,  nothing  fo  eafy^  which  oUr 
gteai  Jloth  doth  not  reprefent  very  grievous  and  burden-^ 
fame;  nothing  fo  painful  and  difficult ,  which  diligpice  and 
wiUingnefs  do  notjhew  to  he  very  eafy  «. 

3.  We  may  cdnfider  that  induftry  will  fweeten  all  our 
enjoyments,  and  feafbn  them  with  a  grateful  relifh;  for 
as  no  man  can  well  enjoy  himfelf,  or  find  found  content 
m  any  thing,  while  bufinefs  or  duty  lie  unfinifhed  on  his 
hand;  fo  when  he  hath  done  his  beft  toward  the  difpatch 
of  his  work,  he  will  then  comfortably  take  his  ^e,  and 
enjoy  his  pleafure;  .then  his  food  doth  tafte  favourily> 
then  his  divertif^mehts  and  recreations  have  a  lively  guft- 
fiilnefs,  then  his  deep  is  very  found  and  pleafant,  accord- 
ing to  that  of  the  Preacher,  The  fleep  of  a  labouring  wiowEcclef.v. 
isfweet.  '\%hi^.u. 

4.  EKpecially  thofe  accommodations  prove  moft  delight- 
ful, which  our  induflry  hath  procured  to  us ;  we  looking 
on  them  with  a  fpecial  tendemefs  of  ^affe6lion,.as  on  the 
children  of  our  endeavour;  we  being  fenfible  ^t  what  cofts 
of  care  and  pain  we  did  purchafe  theni.  ^  If  a  m^  get- 
tcth  wealth  by  fraud  or  violence,  if  he  rifeth  to  prefer- 
ment by  flattery,  detra£tion,  or  any  bad  arts,  he  can  never 
tafle  any  good  favour,  or  find  found  comfort  in  themj 
and  from  what  cometh  merely  by  charipe,  as  there  is  no 
conmiendadon  due,  fo  much  fati^£l:ion  will  not  arife.    It 

is  the  Wife  Man's  obfervation.  The  flqthful ,manroafteih^ov.x\U 
not  that  which  he  took  in  hunting,  and  therefore  it  cannot^'* 
be  very  grateful  to  him ;  but,  addeth  he,  the  fiibfiance  of 
a  diligent  man  is  precious  ;  that  is,  what  a  man  compafleth 
by  honeift  induftry,  that  he  is  apt  highly  to  pri^se;  h^ 
triumpheth  in   it,  and  (in  St.  PauT.s  fenfe  innocently)  1  Ck)r.  j** 

nfuir  &09i^  \wiw9H9  »m\  k  iu^i^fifith  Xikv  tt>;);«X«f  A  «'r«i^  tuu  h  ir^t^u/Aim. 
Chyf,  torn.  vi.  Or,  p.  15. 144. 

Tib  ^f  f4^M  rah  &fu\M9Tm$  fiSytii  r«  Tli  ;^«Xfr«  Iv'tfuXtmss  iXUfttrm* 
rlttt%  at  EduCi 

I  Cai  fit  conditio  dnlcii  fine  pulvcie  palms  I  tbr.  tf.  i.  i. 
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SERM.  boafleth  of  it;  he  feeleth  a  folid  pleafure  and  a^ 
^^'  complacency  therein :  the  manner  of  getting  it  doth  a 
pleafe  him  than  the  thing  itfelf  j  as  true  hunters  do 
the  fport  more  than  the  quarry,  and  generous  waf 
more  rejoice  in  the  vifkory  than  vx.  the  fpoil  j  for  our^ 
as  St.  Chryfoftom  difcourfeth,  is  more  affe&ed  wUh.^^ 
things,  for  which  it  hath  laboured;  for  which  reafon,  { 
eth  he,  God  hath  mixed  labours  with  virtue  itfelf,  tha 
might  endear  it  to  us  S.    Yea  farther, 

5.  The  very  exercife  of  induftry  inmiediatdy  in  i 
is  delightful,  and  hath  an  innate  ^dsfa&ion,  which  t 
pcrcth  all  annoyances,  and  even  ingratiateth  the  p 
going  with  it. 

The  very  fettlement  of  our  mind  on  fit  obje£U,  01 
acquiefcence  in  determinate  adion,  conducing  to  a  g 
end,  whereby  we  are  freed  of  doubt,  diftra£tion,  and  fi 
dious  MlefTnefs,  doth  minifter  content. 

The  refle£tion  upon  our  having  embraced  a  wife  chc 
our  proceeding  in  a  fair  way,  our  being  in  chace  of  a  g 
purpofe,  doth  breed  complacence. 

To  confider  that  we  are  fpending  our  time  accounta 

and  ijnproving  our  talents  to  good  advantage,  (to  the 

vice  of  God,  the  benefit  of  our  neighbour,  the  bette 

of  our  own  ftate,)  is  very  cheering  and  comfortable. 

Ptot.  xiv.       And  whereas  in  all  labour,  as  the  Wife  Man  telleth 

^^'  there  is  profit,  the  forefight  of  that  profit  affordeth  p 

fure,  the  foretafting  the  good  fruits  of  our  induftry  is  ^ 

delicious. 

1  Cor.  is.        Hope,  indeed,  doth  ever  wait  on  induftry :  and  wh^ 

Rom.xii.   njorc  delightful  than  hope?    This  is  the  incentive, 

n.  V.  2.    fupport,  the  condioient  of  all  honeft  labour  ^ ;  in  vi 

1  Tim.  iv.*  whereof  the  huibandman  toileth,  the  merchant  trud^ 

JcttL  i  5    ^^^  fcholar  fdoddeth,  the  folder  dareth  with  alacrity 

a  Cor.  iu.'  courage,  not  refenting  any  pains,  not  regarding  any 

"john  Ui.  zards,  which  attend  their  undertakings :  this  the  holy ; 

8. 

1  Pet.  1.  a.       g  n^i  Itudfm  /EMtXXw  4  ^c^v  ^Mxtirtu,  uirl^  £9  Isa^i*  2m  rSn  ^iritms  m 
*'  itf^r^  Mtmtrat  oLr^  rrnvrnv  fiM^^favag,  Ckiyf,  in  Jok»  Orat,  36. 

^  ipfa  operis  difilcaltate  l«tus  ipcm  fegetis  de  labore  i^etitur. 

Aug-  Ep,  143. 
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flt^  tell  us'  did  enaUe  them  with  joy  to  fuftain  all'  their  SERM. 
{Manful  wdrk  and  hazardous  warfare  5  enjoinuig  us  alfo      LI* 
as  to  work  with  fear,  fo  to  rejoice  in  hope.  — — 

In  fine^  induflry  doth  free  us  from  great  difpleafure,  by 
redeeming  us  from  the  moleftations  of  idlenefs^  which  is 
the  moft  tedious  and  irkfome  thing  in  the  worlds  racking 
our  foul  with  anxious  fufpenfe  and  perplexing  diffara^on^; 
fiarving  it  for  want  of  fatisfaftory  entertainment,  or  cant- 
ing it  to  feed  on  its  own  heart  by  doleful  confiderations ; 
infefting  it  with  crowds  of  frivolous,  melancholic,  trouble- 
fome,  flinging  thoughts ;  galling  it  with  a  fenfe  of  our 
fquandering  away  precious  time,  of  our  flipping  fair  op- 
portunities, of  our  not  ufing  the  abilities  and  advantages 
granted  us,  to  any  profit  or  fruit :  whence  St,  Chryfoftom 
feith  very  truly,  that  there  is  nothing  more  unpleqfant, 
more  painfid,  more  miferahle,  than  a  man  that  hath  nothing 
to  do :  Is  not  this,  faith  he,  luorfe  than  ten  thoufand  chains, 
to  hatig  in  fufpenfe,  and  be  continvjally  gaping,  looking  on 
thofe  who  are  prefent^P  Indeed  the  ftri£l6ft  imprifonment 
is  far  more  tolerable,  than  being  under  reftraint  by  a  lazy 
humour  from  profitable  employment :  this  enchaineth  a 
man  haifd  and  foot,  with  more  than  iron  fetters :  this  is 
beyond  any  imprifonment ',  it  is  the  very  entombment  of  Otium  eft 
a  man,  quite  in  effed  fequeftering  him  from  the  world,  or^'^^JJJf 
debarring  him  from  any  valuable  concerns  therein.  Andtunu 
if  liberty  be  s^owrta  earravfaylas,  a  power  of  doing  what  one 
Uieth  left;  theu  is  he,  who  by  his  floth  is  difabled  from 
.  doing  any  thing  wherein  he  can  find  any  reafonable  fatif- 
fadion,  the  verieft  flave  that  can  be;  from  which  flavery 
induflry  freeing  us,  and  difpofing  us  to  perform  cheerfully 
whatever  is  convenient,  thereby  doeth  us  a  great  plea- 
fure.     Farther, 

6.  Let  us  confider,  that  induffay  doth  afford  a  lafting 

*  Ocip  qui  ndch  4id  plus  habet  negodi^  &c. 

Ocioib  in  otio  animus  nefcit  quid  quidem  velity  &c.   Enm^  apud  AgtL 
six.  UO.. 
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SERM.  comfort^  d^fited  in  the  memory  and  confcience  of  hink 
I*'*      thit  pratAifeih  it.     It  wiD  ever,  upon  his  reviewing  the 
paflages  of  his  life,  be  fweet  to  him  to  behold  in  them 
teflimonies  and  monmnents  of  his  diligence )  it  will  pleafe 
him  to  confider,  that  he  hath  lived  to  purpofe,  having 
done  fomewhat  confiderable;  that  he  hath  made  an  ad'- 
vantageous  life  of  his  time ;  that  he  hath  well  hnfbanded 
the  talents  committed  to  him  j  that  he  hath  accompliihed 
(in  fome  meafure)  the  intents  of  God's  bomity,  and  made 
fome  return  for  his  excdJent  ^ts.    What  comfort,  in- 
deed, can  any  man  have,  yea>  how  fore  remorfe  muft  he 
feel,  in  reflecting  upon  a  life  fpent  in  unfruitful  and  un^* 
profitable  idlenefs  ?    How  cah  he  otherwife  than  bewail 
Diu  fiiit,    his  folly  and  bafenefs  in  having  lived  (or  rather  having 
vixit***      only  been)  in  vain ;  as  the  fliadow  and  appearance  of  a 
man ;  in  having  lavifhed  his  days,  in  having  buried  hk 
talents,  in  having  embezzled  his  faculties  of  nature,  and 
his  advantages  from  Providence;  in  having  defeated  the 
good- will  of  God,  and  endeavoured  no  requital  to  the 
Matt.  XXV.  munificent  goodnefs  of  his  Maker,  of  his  Preferv^r,  hi$ 
^'  benign  Lord  and  Matter,  his  gracious  Saviour  and  Re- 

deemer? How,  without  confufion,  can  he  in  his  miiid 
revolve,  that  he  hath  nowife  benefited  the  world,  and  pro- 
fited his  neighbour,  or  obliged  his  friends,  or  rendered  to 
his  coimtry  (to  the  fociety  or  community  of  which  he  is 
a  EQember)  amends  for  all  the  fafety  and  quiet,  the  fup- 
port,  the  convenience,  and  the  pleafure  he  hath  enjoyed 
under  its  protection,  and  in  its  boJTom  ?  that  he  hath  not 
borne  a  competent  fhare  in  the  common  burdens^  or  piud 
a  due  contribution  of  his  care  and  labour  to  the.  public 
welfare  ?  How  can  fuch  a  man  look  inward  upon  hiMfeff 
with  a  favourable  eye,  or  pardon  himfelf  for  fo  lodthfome 
defaults  ? 

7.  Let  us  confider,  that  induflry  doth  argue  a  generous 
and  ingenuous  complexion  of  foul. 

It  implieth  a  nund  not  content  with  mean  and  vulg^ 
things,  (fuch  as  nature  dealeth  to  all,  or  fortune  Icat- 
tereth  about,)  but  afpirii^  to  things  of  high  Worthy 
and  purfmng  them  in  a  Ikave  way,  with  adventurous 


cdoh^^  by  it»  own  fovcei,  through  <Jlfficidtfes  and  ob-  sERBf. 
fiaiisi;'  LI. 

It  figklifieth  hi  a  iilan^  a  heart,  not  ehduiihg  to  owe  the  ' 
fuAetUE!^  or  eottVeni^n66  of  his  life  to  the  labour  or  the 
fibendity  of  others ;  to  pilfer  a  liVdihood  from  the  world; 
to  rei^  the  benefit  of  other  men's  oare  and  toil,  without 
midsrihg  a  ftkll  compenfation,  or  outdoing  his  private  ob- 
hgsxiotar  by  confideraWe  fervice  and  beneficence  to  the 
public. 

A  noble  hfeart  will  difil^  to  fubfift  like  a  drone  upon 
the  honey- gathered  by  others*  labour;  like  a  vermm  to 
filch  its  food  out  of  the  public  granary ;  or  like  a  ftark 
to  prey  on  the  lefler  fry  5  but  will  one  way  or  other  earn 
Ins  fidsfiifience :  for  he  that  dbdi  not  earn,  can  hardly  own 
faii  bread,  a^  St.  Paul  implieth,  when  he  faith.  Them  fAo/a  Theff.  ili^ 
atejkeh  we  command  and  exhcPrf  by  our  Lord  Jejfus  Chrift,  ^^  .^^^ 
that  with  quietnefs  they  work,  and  eat  their  own  bread.       V'"* 

Of  this  generous  ingenuity  we  have  a  notable  inftance 
in  that  ^reat  Apoftle  himfetf ;  which  he  doth  ofteti  repre- 1  Cor,  he. 
fakt  as  a  pattern  to  us,  profeiiing  much  complacence^^' 
tfa^^rin.    iHe  with  all  right  and  reafdii  might  have  chal- 
lenged a  comfortable  fubfiftence  frbm  his  difciples,  in  re- 2  Theff.  iu. 
cdmpeide  for  the  incomparable  benefits  he  did  confer  on  ^'^^  .^ 
them,  andjof  the  exceffive  pains  he  did  endure  for  their  11. 
good :  this  he  knew  well ;  but  yet  did  rather  choofe  to  g^         *** 
fup{>ort  himfelf  by  his  owrf  labour,  than  anywife  to  feeni' 
burdenfonie  of  troublefome  to  them:  Tkefe  hands,  faidAaszz. 
he,  fsave  mini/lered  to  my  necejffities,  arid  to  them  that  flsre^^'if  3' 
iDiM  wie.    I  kotoe  Jhewed  you  all  things ,  thatfo  labouring  1  Thcff.  if. 
y^  ought  tofupport  the  weak,  and  to  remember  the  worcte a-Thcff.  iii. 
of'oiHitLordJefuSjhou)  he /aid.  It  is  more  blejfed  to  giv&^* 
thMi  l0  receite.    This  was  the  pfa6Hce  of  him,  who  wasf^ia. 
in  Ubonfs  ^iq/i  abukdatit ;  and  fuch  is  the  genius  of  eve^^  ^''  **• 
nutn,  who  upon  principles  of  confcience,  reafon,  and  ho- 
notii^,  id  induftriou!s;    Of  him  it  may  be  faid,  as  of  Solo^ 
mon's  good  houfewife.  She  Jeeketh  wool  and  flax,  andProv.xxxj. 
worketh  willingly  with  her  hands ;Jhe  is  like  tlie  merchants?  *^'  "'  *^* 
Jhip^flie  bringeth  her  food  from  afar;Jhe  locket  h  weU  to 
her  lumfehold,  and  eateth  not  the  bread  ofidienefs. 
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S£RM.  Sloth  is  aL  bafe  quality,  the  argument  of  a  miild  wretch* 
I'l*  cdly  degenerate  and  mean;  which  is  content  to  grovel  in 
a  defpicable  ftate ;  which  aimeth  at  no  worthy  thing,  nor 
purfueth  any  thmg  in  a  laudable  way ;  which  difpofeth  a 
man  to  live  gratis  (precarioufly)  and  ingratefiilly  on  the 
public  dock,  as  an  infignificant  cypher  among  men^  at 
a  burden  of  the  earthy  as  a  wen  of  any  fod^y ;  fuckix^ 
aliment  from  it,  but  yieldmg  no  benefit  or  omaiDenC 
thereto. 

8.  Induftry  is  a  fence  to  innocence  and  virtue  $  a  bar  t<^ 
all  kinds  of  fin  and  vice,  guarding  the  avenues  of  our  hearty 
keepii^  off  the  occafions  and  temptations  to  vicious  prac- 
tice. When  a  man  is  engaged  in  honeft  employment^ 
^d  ferioufly  intent  thereon,  his  mind  is  prepoflefled  anc 
filled,  iq  that  there  is  no  room  or  vacancy  for  ill  thou^ta-^ 
or  bafe  defigns,  to  creep  in ;  his  fehfes  do  not  lie  open  to: 
enfiiaring  objects;  he  wants  leifure  and  opportunity  (^ 
granting  audience  to  the  felicitations  of  finful  pleaCure 
and  is  apt  to  anfwer  them  with  a  non  vacat^i  the  DevX 
can  hardly  find  advantage  of  tempting  him,  at  lead  man^ 
devils  cannot  get  accefs  to  him,  according  to  that  oblerr 
vation  in  Cailian,  A  working  monk  is  affaulted  by  one 
devily  but  an  idle  one  isjpoiled  by  numberlefs  badjpirits  °>. 
The  cafe  of  men  ordinarily  is  Eke  to  that  of  -figLfthus, 

Ovid,  dc  •"■ — nc  nil  ageretur^  amavit  3 

Rcmed.  rather  than  do  nothing,  he  was  ready  to  do  ill;  he  not 
having  bufinefs  to  employ  his  thoughts,  wanton  defires 
did  infinuate  themfelves  into  his  heart,  and  tranfported 
him  to  that  dilaftrous  wickednefs,  which  fupplied  matter  to 
fo  many  tragedies ;  and  the  like  infiance  the  facr^d  hiftory 

«  Sam.  xi.  fuggefteth  in  King  David,  who,  walking,  it  is  fiud,  on  the 
roof  of  his  hotife,  his  nund  then  roving,  and  being  wi- 
tacked  from  honefl:  cares,  that  temptation  feized  on  him, 
whereby  he  was  plunged  into  that  woful  mifdemeanour,. 
which  did  create  to  him  fo  much  forrpw,  did  make  fuch 


1  Semper  te  diabdlus  mveniat  occupatum.    JBern.  Form.  Hon,  ▼.  cap,  f. 
"*  Operans  monachus  uno  d^emone  pulfatur,  otiofus  vero  imiumeris  fpin- 
tibuB  devaftstur.    Caf,  dt  Injiit.  x.  93, 
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a  ipot  in  his  life>  and  leave  fuch  a  blur  on  his  memory ;  S  ERM. 
whence  yet  we  niay  draw  fome  benefit,  taking  it  as  a      U. 
]»x)fiti^Ie  document  and  warning,  how  idlenefs  doth  ex-        ""^ 
pofe  the  beft  men  to  danger. 

Idlenefs  is  indeed  the  nurfery  of  fins,  which  as  naturally 
grow  up  therein  as  weeds  in  a  neglefted  field,  or  infefts 
in  a  flaoding  puddle ;  Idlenefs  teacheth  much  evil.     It  is  Ecdus. 
the  general  trap,  whereby  every  tempter  aflayeth  to  catch  ***"'•  ^^* 
our  foul :  for  the  mind  being  loofe  from  care,  Satan  is 
*r«5idy  to  ftep  in  with  his  fuggeftions,  the  world  prefenteth 
its  dluremients,  fleflily  defires  rife  up;  proud,  froward, 
wanton  cogitations  flip  in ;  ill  company  doth  entice,  ill 
example  is  regarded,  every  temptation  doth  objeft  and 
imprefs  itfelf  with  great  advantage  and  force;  men  in 
fuch  a  cafe  being  apt  to  clofe  and  comply  v^dth  tempta- 
tions^   even  to  divert   their  mind,  and  entertain  them- 
felves^  to  cure  their  liftleflSiefs,  to  pafs  their  time  ",  com- 
mitting fin  for  want  of  better  occupation.    Hence  in 
places  where  there  is  leaft  work,  the  worft  fins  do  moft 
prevail ;  and  idlenefs  therefore  was  by  the  Prophet  recH- 
oned  one  of  the  three  great  fins  of  Sodom,  parents  of  the 
reft:  Behold^  faith  Ezekiel,  this  was  the  iniquity  of  thyzz^k.xiu 
fifler  Sodom  ;  pride^  fulnefs  of  bread,  and  abundance  of^^' 
idlenefs  was  in  her  :  hence  it  feldom  doth  happen  in  any 
way  of  life,  that  a  fluggard  and  a  fakehell  do  not  go  to- 
getlier ;  or  that  he  who  is  idle  is  not  alfo  diflblute. 

9.  Particularly  induftry  doth  prevent  the  fins  of  vain 
curiofity,  pragmaticalnefs,  troublefome  impertinency,  and 
the  like  pefts  of  conunon  life,  into  which  perfons  not  di- 
ligently following  their  own  bufinefs  will  afluredly  fall. 
fVe  keoTf  laith  St.  Paul  to  the  Theflalonians,  that  there 
are  fome  who  walk  among  you  diforderly;  working  not  at 
all  J  but  are  bufy  ^bodies  <>.  It  is  no  wonder,  if  they  did  not 
work  at  allf  that  they  fliquld  walk  dif orderly  i  ox  that 
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Ititento  animttm  ftudiii  ct  lebut  hoii«ftis» 
Invidift  vel  ftmor^  vigil  torqueberc  — <— .    Jior»  Up,  I  9. 
*  s'Theff.  iiu  11^  UnSkv  i^ytf&^SMVf,  i»AA«  ft%^ymif»,U»tfi*  working  no- 
thiiigf  but  ov*tT-workin|j[» 


I 


30  Of  huk^iry  in  general^ 

S£RM.  quite.  negle6lmg  their  own  concerns,  they  ihould  mgttpY^ 
^^:  t^ea-don,  over-work^  or  be  too  bufy  in  matters  not  belongiiig 
^^'  to  them^  intruding  themfclves  into  the  affairs  of  tbcir 
neighbours:  for  there  is  a  natural  conne^on  between 
tbefe  things,  fince  every  man  muft  be  thinking,  muit  be 
doing,  muft  be  faying  fomewbat,  to  fjpend  hi»  leifiw^  to 
uphold  converfation,  to  ple^fe  himfelf,  and  gratify  others, 
to  appear  fomebody  among  his  companions;  to  av<ad 
the  {hame  of  being  quite  out  of  employment :  wheiefoi^ 
not  having  the  heart  to  mind  his  own  affairs,  he  will  take 
the  boldne(s  to  meddle  with  the  concerns  of  other  men : 
if  he  cannot  have  the  fubftance,  he  will  fet  up  an  idol  of 
bufinefs,  and  feem  very  aftive  in  his~  impertinency ;  in 
order  thereto,  being  curioufly  inquifitlye,  and  prying  intp 
the  difcourfe,  anions,  and  affairs  of  all  men.  This  xnitsB^ 
are  apt  to  do  in  their  own  defence :  and  befides,  idleijuefii 
doth  put  men  into  a  loofe,  gariffa,  wanton  humour,  dif- 
pofing  them  without  heed  or  regard  to  meddle  with  im/ 
thing,  to  prattle  at  any  rate.  In  fine,  whoever  hath  up 
work  at  home,  wijl  be  gadding  to  feek  entertainmeat 

1  Tim.  ▼.  abroad,  like  thofe  goiSps  of  whom  St.  Paul  iaith,  Th^ 
learn  to  be  idle^  wandering  about  from  koufe  tor  houfe  ;  and 
not  only  idle,  but  tattlers  alfo,  and  bufy -bodies^ /peaking 
things  which  they  ought  not»  If  indeed  we  confider  all 
the  frivolous  and  petidant  difcourfe,  the  impertinent  chat^ 
tings,  the  rafh  cenfures,  the  fpiteful  detrafidons  which  are 
fo  rife  in  the  world,  and  fo  much  poifon  all  converfation, 
we  ihall  find  the  main  root  of  them  to  be  a  want  of  in- 
duftry  in  men,  or  of  diligent  attendance  on  their  o^ijt^  mat- 
ters J  which  would  fo  much  take  up  their  fpirit  and  tm», 
that  they  would  have  little  hea|t  or  leifipre  to  feaic)i  intp 
or  comment  upon  other  men's  actions  and  concerns. 
.  xo.  Let  us  cojifider  that  ipdufiry  is  needful  in  every 
ccmdition  and  ftation^  in  every  calling  and  way  of  lif(^ :  ip 
all  relations,  for  our  good  behaviour,  and  right  difchaige 
of  our  duty  in  them.  Without  it  we  cannot  in  any  flate 
a£t  decently,  or  ufefully,  ^ther  to  die  ben^t  and  fati^Eic- 
tion  oi^  others^  or  to  our  own  advantage  and  comfort. 
Are  we  rich?   Thai  is  induftry  requifite  for  keening 


la. 


Oflnduftry  in  general.  3^ 

and  iecuring  our  wealthy  for  mana^ng  it  wifdy^  for  em-  SERM. 
ploying  it  to  its  proper  ufes,  and  beft  advantages,  (in  the  J^^- 
fervice  of  God,  in  beneficence  to  our  neighbour,  in  ad- 
vancing  public  good ;)  fo  that  we  may  render  a  good  ac- 
count to  him  who  hath  entrufled  us  with  the  fiewardfhip 
thereof:  induftry  is  very  needful  to  guard  us  from  the 
temptations  and  mifcliiefs  to  which  wealth  doth  expofe 
us,  that  it  do  not  prove  a  treacherous  fnare,  an  unwieldy 
burden,  a  deftru£Uve  poifon  and  plague  (o  us,  throwing 
us  into  pride  and  vanity,  into  luxury,  into  ftupidity,  intp 
diftra6ting  folicitude,  into  a  bafc,  worldly,  and  earthly 
temper  of  heart,  into  a  profane  oblivion  of  God,  and  of 
our  own  fouls. 

Are  we  in  confpicuous  rank  of  dignity,  or  in  honour 
and  repute  among  men  ?  Then  is  induftry  requifite  to 
keep  us  £aft  in  that  ftate,  to  hold  us  from  tuml::^^"^  ^^ 
that  ..pinnacle  down  into  extreme  difgrace^  for  then  all 
eyes  are  upon  us,  ftri6lly  obferving  what  we  do,  and 
ready  to  pafe  cenfure  on  our  a£lions ;  fo  that  great  dili- 
gence is  neceflary  to  apjMrove  ourfelves,  and  fliun  obloquy. 
Nothing  is  more  brittle  than  honour;  every  little  thing vitrea fa- 
hitting  on  it,  is  able  to  break  it,  and  therefore  without  ™f*.  ^^'' 
exceeding  care  we  cannot  preferveit.  Nothing  is  more 
variable  or  fickle  than  the  opinions  of  men,  (wherein  ho- 
nour confifteth  5)  it  is  therefore  no  eafy  matter  to  fix  or 
det£un  them  in  the  fame  place. 

Honour  cannot  live  without  food  or  fuel  5  it  muft  be 
noiuifhed  by  worthy  a6lions ;  without  a  continual  fupply 
of  tbem,  it  will  decay,  languifh,  and  pine  away  :  induftry 
therefore  is  required  to  keep  it;  and  no  lefs  is  neceflary 
to  life  it  well,  in  a  due  fubordination  to  God's  honour, 
and  reference  to  his  fervice,  that,  inftead  of  an^omament 
and  convenience,  it  do  not  prove  a  baneful  mifchief  to  us; 
puf&ng  up  our  minds  with  vain  conceits  and  complacen- 
cies, inclining  us  to  arrogance  and  contempt  of  ottiers, 
temptiqg  us  by  aiTuming  to  ourfelves  to  rob  God  of  hift 
doe  ^ory  ;•  to  decline  which  evils  great  care  is  reqmfite  \ 
we  mnil  have  a  fte^y  ballaft,  and  we  muft  hold  .the  rudder 
wmiyy  when,  we  cany  fo  great  fail. 
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SERM.  On  the  other  hand,  are  we  poor  and  low  in  the  world 
^^'  or  do  we  lie.  under  difgrace  ?  Then  do  we  much  need  vtm 
duftry  to  (hun  extremities  of  want  and  ignominy;  that  lo 
be  not  fwallowed  up  and  overwhelmed  by  need  or  cor: 
tempt ;  to  fupport  us  imder  our  preflures,  to  keep  up  oi^ 
fpirits  from  deje^on  and  difconfolatenefs ;  to  prefers 
us  from  impious  difcontentednefs  and  impatience:  induilx 
is  the  only  remedy  of  that  condition,  enabling  us  to  f^ 
out  of  it,  retrieving  a  competence  of  wealth  or  credit  5  c 
difpoling  us  to  bear  it  handfomely,  and  with  comfort ;  £ 
as  not  to  become  forlorn  or  abje£t  wretches. 

It  is  fo  needful  to  every  conation ;  and  it  is  fo  for 
all  vocations ;  for. 

Is  a  man  a  governor,  or  a  fuperior  in  any  capacity? 
Then  what  is  he  but  a  public  fervant,  doomed  to  continual 
labour,  hired  for  the  wages  of  refpe£k  and  pomp,  to  wait 
on  his  people;  in  providing  for  their  needs,  protecting 
their  fafety,  preferving  their  peace  and  welfare :  where  is 
he  but  on  a  ftage,  whereon  he  cannot  well  aft  his  part, 
without  vigilant  attendance  to  his  charge,  and  conftant 
aftivity  in  performing  all  the  functions  thereof?  He  is 
engaged  in  great  obligations  and  neceilities  of  ufing  ex- 
treme diligence,  both  in  regard  to  himfelf  and  others. 
Homer's  defcription  of  a  prince  is  a  good  one ;  One  who 
liath  much  people,  and  many  cares  committed  to  him : 

He  muft  watchfully  look  to  his  own  fteps,  who  is  to 
guide  others  by  his  authority  and  his  example.  All  his 
affions  require  fpecial  conduft,  not  only  his  own  credit 
and  intereft,  but  the  common  welfare  depending  thereon. 
He  muft  heedfiilly  advife  what  to  do,  he  muft  diligently 
execute  what  he  refolveth  on.  He  hath  the  moft  ticklifli 
things  that  can  be  (the  rights  and  interefts,  the  opinions 
and  humours  of  men)  to  manage.  He  hath  his  own  af- 
feftions  to  curb  and  guide,  that  they  be  not  perverted  by 
any  finifter  refpefts,  not  fwayed  by  any  imjuft  partiality, 
not  corrupted  by  flattery  or  fear.  He  will  fiqd,  ttiat.'to 
wield  power  innocently,  to  brandilh.  the  fword.of  Jiiftioe 
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^fereetly  and  worthily,  for  the  maintenance  of  right,  and  SBRM, 
citicoiinigement  of  virtue,  for  the  fiippreffion  of  injury,      ^^' 
aod  eorredion  of  vice,  is  a  matter  of  no  fmall  ft^  or 
fli^t  care. 

Induftry  1%  indeed  a  quality  moil  proper  for  perfons^  of 
h^  rank  and  dignity,  or  of  great  power  and  authority  5 
uto  have  fpecial  opportunities  to  employ  it  in  weighty 
affiurs  to  great  advantage ;  whofe  undertakings  being  of 
vaft  moment,  do  need  anfwerable  efforts  to  meve  and 
guide  them.  The  induftry  of  a  no^chanid,  or  a  ruftic, 
t&ing  in  a  low  and  narrow  fpherc/  can  effeft  no  great 
matter,  and  therefore  itfelf  tieed  not  to  be  great :  but  the 
induftry  of  a  prince,  of  a  nobleman,  of  a  gentleman,  may 
have  a  large  and  potent  influence,  fo  as  to  render  a  nation^ 
a  county,  a  town,  h^py,  profperous,  glorious,  flourifli* 
tog  in  peace,  in  plenty,  in  vktue  ^  it  therefore  for  aehiev* 
iog  fuch  puspofes  need  bcy  and  ft^uld  be  proportionably 
great;  a  imaU  power  not  being  able  to  move  a  great 
wdgfat,  nolr  a  weak  caufe  to  produce  a  mighty  effe£);. 
Wherefore  Cicero  recommending  Pompey  for  a  public 
charge,  doth  reckon  thefe  to  be  the  irnperatorice  virtutes, 
qualities  befitting  a  prince,  or  general,  wherein  he  did  ex- 
cel. Labour  in  bvfinefs,  valour  in  daiigerSj  induftry  in 
a&ingj  nimblenefs  in  performaneey  eounjel  in  providing  v.-^ 
And  Alexander  the  Great/  reflefting  on  his  friends  dege- 
nerating into  iloth  and  luxury^  told  themy  that  it  was  a 
moftjlavijh  thing  to  luocUrinte,  and  a  moft  royal  thing  to 
labour^. 

.  And  for  thofe  who  move  in  a  lower  orb  of  fubjeflSioit 
or  fervice,  I  need  not  Ihew  how  needful  induftry  is  for 
diem.  Who  knoweth  not  that  to  be  a  good  fubjeft, 
doth  exa£t  a  careful  regard  to  the  commands  of  fuperiors, 
and  a  painfol  diligence  in  obferving  them  ?  that  to  make 
a  good  fervant,  fidelity  and  diligence  muft  concur?  wheteof 
the  firft  doth  fuppofe  the  laft^  it  being  a  part  of  honefty 

f  labor  ia  neg0tk>>  fortitndo  in  periculis,  induftria  In  agendo,  celeritas  in 
oooficienllo,  coafiliun}  in  providendo,  Sic.     Cic»pro  lege  ManiL 

4  LM/XM^mrit  tfi  re  r^v^ff,  fiturtktKwrtcrtv  ^i  t«  9r«vi7v.  Piuf.  in  A/ex, 
p.  1969* 

VOL.  III.  D 


54  OfhyiuJiryia^^mraJt: 

S£RM.  m  a  fervant  to  be  djJUigBat ;  ^heAce  toOXt  vonipf  auij^  tm 

^'      Q  /Aow  loickdd  ^nd  Jkt^ul  fervant,  were  in  the  Gc 

Matt:  xzv.  well  coupled  J  «ad  the  iirft  epithet  was  i^roimded  on 

^^'  fecond,  he  being  therefore  wicked,  becauie  he  had  i 

flothfiil. 

Neither  can  a  man  be  a  true  frioid^  or  a  good  nel 
bouTi  or  anywife  a  good  relative,  without  indoflry  diQxi 
him  to  undergo  pains  in  performing  good  offices^  wl 
ever  nectd  doth  reqwre,  or  occafioninyite. 

In  iine,  it  ,is  palpable,  that  there  is  no  caBmg  of: 
fort,  from  the  fceptre  to  the  fpade,  the  maaagen 
whereof  with  any  :good  fuocefs,  any  credit^  acny  Iktii; 
tion^  doth  not  demiaj^d  much  work  of  the  head,  or  of. 
hand,  or  of  both. 

If  wit  or  wifdom  be  the  head,  if  hqnefty  be  the- ha 
induftry  is  the  right  hand  of  every^  vocation;  witfi 
which  the  fhrewdeft  infight  and  the  befi  iatention 
Execute  nothing. 

A  (luggard  is  quafified  for  no  office,  no  callkig,  no 
^pn  among  men;  he  is  a  mere  nobody,  taking  .up  ro4 
peftering  and  clogging  the  world. 

II.  It  alfo  may  deferve  our  confideration,  that  it  i» 
duftry,  whereto  the  public  ftate  of  the  world,  and  of  eii 
commonweal  therdn,  is  indebted  for  its  betng,?in  all  d 
venie^io^  and  embelliffaments  belonging  to  life,'adv.ani 
above  rude  and  fordid  barbarifm.;  yea,  whereto  mank 
doth  pwe  all  that  good  learning,  that  morality,  tbofe'i 
provements  of  foul,  which  elevate  us  beyond  brutes. 

To  induftrious  ftudy  is  to  he.afcribed  the  invention  i 
perfeftion  of  all  thofe  arts  wherebyiiuman  life  is  civiliz 
md  the  world  cultivated  with  niimberlefs  acconmoio 
^tions,  ornaments,  and  beauties. 

AH  the  cpmely,  ithe  ftately,  the  pleaiant,  and  ufi 
works  which  we  do  view  wilh  deUght,  or  enjoy  with  co 
fort,  induftry  did  contrive  them,  induftry  did  irame  the 

Induftry  reared  thofe  magnificent  fabrics,  and  th 
commodious  houfes ;  it  formed  thofe  goodly  pi6hires  j 
ftatues ;  it  raifed  thofe  convenient  caufeways,  thofe  bridj 
thofe  aquedufts  j  it  planted  thofe  fine  gardens  with-¥s 
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ens  flowers  and  iVuits;  it  clothed  thofe  pleafant.  fields  SERM. 
with  com  and  grafsY- it  built  thofe  (hips,  whereby  we  ^^* 
plough  the-feas^  reaping  the  commodities  of  foreign  re- 
gions. It  hath  fubje6led  all  creatures  to  pur  command 
and  fervide,  enabling  us  to  fubdue  the  fierceft,  to  catch 
the  wildeft,  to  render  the  gentler  fort  moft  tradable  and 
itfeful  to  us.  It  tau^t  us  from  the  wool  of  the  Iheep, 
fnMn  the  h^r  of  the  goat^  from  the  labours  of  the  filk- 
worm,  to  weave  us  clothes  to  keep  us  warm,  to  make  us 
fine  andgay^  It  helped  us  from  the  inmoft  bowelsof  the 
earth  to  fetch  divers  needful  tools  and  utenfils. 

It  colledicd  manldnd  into  cities,  and  compa£i:ed  them 
into  orderly  focieties,  and  devifed  wholefome  laws,  under 
flieher  whereof  we  enjoy  fafety  ^and  peace,  wealth  and 
plenty, 'mutual  fucoour  and  defence,  fweet  converfation 
tod  oenefieial  commerce. 

It  tyjr>  meditation  did  invent  all  thofe  fciences  whereby 
our  minds  are  enriched  and  enabled,  our  manners  are  re- 
fined-and  polifhed,  our  curiofity  is  fatisfied,  our  life  is  be-  . 
nefited^ 

What  is  there  which  we  admire,  or  wherein  we  de- 
light, that  pleafeth  our  mind,  or  gratifieth  our  fenfe,  for 
Ihe  which  we  are  not  beholden  to  induftry. 
-  .Doth  any  country  flourifh  in  wealth,  in  grandeur,  in 
profpeiity?    It  muft  be  imputed  to  induftry,  to  the  in* 
duftry  of  its  governors  fettling  good  order,  to  the  induftry 
of  its  people  following  profitable  occupations:   fo  did 
Cato,  in  that  notable  oration  of  his  in  Salluft,  tell  theCatapud 
Soman  fenate,  that  it  was  not  by  the  force  of  their  arms,  bciio  CaS. 
hut  by  the  induftry  of  their  anceftors,  that  commonwealth 
did  arife  to  fufch  a  pitch  of  greatncfs.    When  floth  cr^ep^ 
eth  in,  then  all  things  corrupt  and  decay ;  then  the  public 
ftate  doth  fink  into  diforder,  penury,  and  a  difgraceftJ 
wndition. 

la.  Induftry  is  commended  to  us  by  all  forts. of  exam- 
'ple8,^defiaKying  our  regard  and  imitation.    All  nature  is  a 

'  Ut  Tiriis  ufo9  meditando  extundetet  artes 
^mliatia/ftc.  yirg,Giofg,'u 
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SCRM.  copy  thefcoTi  and  the  whole  wosid  »  gbfiy  wherein  m 
lA.      pMiy  behoM  this  duty  reprefented  to  t». 

We  may  eafily  obferre  every  creatuie  abnit  «s  incel 
fimtly  working  toward  the  end  for  which  it  was  defigoM 
indefiitigably  exercifing  the  powen  with  whidi  it  is  en 
duedy  diligently  obTeiTHig  the  laws  of  iu  cicatioo.  Eve 
JieingB  void  oT  rcalbfi,  of  fenfe,  of  life  it<df,  do  fnggd 
unto  us  refbnUances  of  iodoftry ;  tbey  being  let  in  cofl' 
tinuai  aAion  toward  the  efiefli^g  reafboaUe  purpoieij 
cooducii^  to  the  prefervation  of  their  own  beingSy  or  to 
the  ftirtheranee  of  common  good* 

Tbef  heavens  do  rcdl  about  with  unwearied  moticMi;  the 
fun  and  fiars  do  perpetually  dart  their  infiuenoes;  the 
earth  is  ever  labourmg  in  the  Inrth  and  noorifluncnt  d 
plants;  the  jdants  are  drawiiig  (ap,  and  ipMWHing  ooi 
fruits  and  feeds,  to  feed  us  and  ^opagate  themmvei; 
the  Tivers  are  running,  the  feas  are  to<fing»  the  winds  arc 
UuAering,  to  keep  the  elements  fweet  in  wluch  we  five. 
Prov.  ¥i.  6,  SolonKm  fendeth  us  to  the  ant,  and  Uddeth  us  to  con^* 
^^*  der  her  ways^  which  providefh  her  meet  m  thejkmmer^  urn 

gaihareik  ker  food  in  the  h0irveJL  Many  fuch  inftmAor! 
we  may  find  in  natiue ;  the  like  induffaious  providence  w« 
may  oblerve  in  every  living  creature;  we  may  fee  thi] 
Tuiming  about,  that  fwimming,  another  flying  in  purvey* 
ance  of  its  food  and  fupport. 

If  we  look  up  higher  to  rational  and  inteUigent  na- 
tures,  fUll  more  noble  and  appofite  patterns  do  ol^oE 
themfdres  to  us. 

Here  below  every  field,  every  (bop,  every  fbeet,  th 
hall,  the  exchange,  the  court  itfelf  (all  fiilL  of  bufinefii 
and  fraught  with  the  fruiu  of  induftry)  do  mind  us  hoi 
neceflary  indufhy  is  to  us. 

If  we  confult  hiftory,  we  (hall  there  find,  that  the  bel 
men  have  been  moft  indu(faiaus ;  that  all  great  peiibru 
renowned  for  heroical  goodnefs,  (the  worthy  Patrii^hs 
the  holy  Prophets,  the  .btefled  Apo(Ues,)  were  for  thi 
moft  commeiidable ;  that,  negle&ing  their  private  eafc 
they  did  undertake  difficuh  enterprifes,  they  did  underg 
pahiful  \aho\xi%  for  the  benefit  of  mankind;  they  did  pai 
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their  days^  like  St,  Paul,  h  xoVoij  xa)  fwJp^^oij,  m  labours  SERM. 
and  toiljhme  painSy  for  thofe  purpofes.  ^^' 

Our  great  example^  the  life  of  our  blefled  Lord  himfelf,  2  cor.  xi. 
what  was  it  but  one  continual  exercife  of  labour?    His^^. 
miiid  did  €ver  ftand  bent  in  careful  attention,  ftudying  to  Afts  x. 
do  good.    His  body  was  ever  moving  in  wearifome  travel 
to  the  fame  divine  intent. 

If  we  yet  foar  farther  in  our  meditation  to  the  fuperior 
regions,  we  fhall  there  find  the  blefled  inhabitants  of  hea- 
ven, the  courtiers  and  minifters  of  God,  very  bufy  and 
adive ;  they  do  vigilantly  wait  on  God's  throne  *  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  receive  and  to  difpatch  hi^  commands ;  they  are 
ever  on  the  wing,  and  fly  about  like  lightning  to  do  AwPfal.  ciij, 
pleasure.    They  are  attentive  to  our  needs,  and  ever  ready  *^J^*^?J|'y 
to  protect,  to  aflift,  to  relieve  us  !  EfpeciaUy,  they  are  di-xci.  ii. 
ligent  guardians  and  fuccourers  of  ^ood  men;   officious Utb,l  14. 
JpiriiSf  fent  forth  to  minifter  for  the  heirs  of  falvation : 
fo  even  the  feat  of  perfect  red  is  no  place  of  idlenefs. 

Yea,  God  himfelf,  although  immovably  and  infinitely 
happy,  is  yet  immenfely  careful,  and  everlaftingly  bufy : 
he  refted  once  from  that  great  work  of  creation ;  but  yet  Gen.  ii.  2. 
My  Father^  faith  our  Lord,  worketh  ftill ;  and  he  nevei*john  v.  17. 
will  refl:  from  his  works  of  providence  and  of  grace.     Hii^  Pfai.'  cxxi. 
eyes  continue  watchftd  over  the  world,  and  his  hands  |^^"y^'-^' 
flbretched  out  in  upholding  it.     He  hath  a  Angular  regard  10.^ 
U)  every  creature,  fupplying  the  needs  of  each,  and  fatif^  xvt.  9?°* 
fging  the  defres  of  all  K  Pfel-  cxiv. 

And  fliall  we  alone  be  idle,  while  all  things  are  fo(P^v.V. 
bufy  ?    Shall  we  keep  our  hands  in  our  bofom,  or  ftretch  ^\  *^-  ®; 
ourfelves  on  our  beds  of  lazmefsj  while  all  the  world  15. 
about  us  is  hard  at  work  in  purfuing  the  defigns  of  its  ^°'  *"'* 
creation  ?    Shall  we  be  wanting  to  ourfelves,  while  fo  Jcir.  izxi, 
many  things  labour  for  our  benefit?    Shall  not  fuch  a^ 
cloud  of  examples  ftir  us  to  fpme  induftry  ?  Not  to  com-^ 
ply  with  fo  univerfal  a  practice,  to  crofs  all  the  world,  to- 

'J^YVikM^ Orph. 

*  O  ta  bone  otsnipotens,  qui  iic  cufw  unumquemque  noftfum  taiiqium 
i^^m  cures,  et  iic  omnet  faaquam  iingulos.  Aug,  Conf,  iv.  1 1. 
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SERM.  diiagree  with  every  creature^  is  it  not  very  mdnfl 
^^'  .   and  extravagant  ? 

I  (hould  clofe  all  this  difcotirfe  vrith  that,  at  whid 
pitching  on  this  fubjeft,  I  chiefly  did  aim,  an  appUc€ 
exhortfttory  to  ourfelves,  urging  tlie  pradice  of  this  vi 
by  confiderations  peculiar  to  us  as  fcholars,  and  dei 
from  the  nature  of  our  calling.  But  the  doing  thii 
■quiring  a  larger  difcourf^  than  the  time  now  will  al] 
.{  ihall  referve  to  another  occaiion;  adding  only  one  < 
£deration  more. 

13.  Laftly,  if  we  confider,  we  fliall  find  the  root 
Xource  of  all  the  inconveniences,  the  mifchiefs,  the  wj 
of  which  we  are  fo  apt  to  complain,  to  be  our  floth ; 
that  there  is  hardly  any  of  them,  which  commonly 
might  not  eafily  prevent  or  remove  by  iriduftry.     Wh; 
(Miy  man  a  beggar,  why  contemptible,  why  ignorant,  v 
vicious,  why  miferable  ?    Why,  but  for  this  one  reai 
becaufe  he  is  (lothful ;  becaufe  he  will  not  labour  to 
himfelf  of  thofe  evils  ?  What  could  we  want,  if  we  wo 
but  take  the  pains  to  feek  it,  either  by  our  induftry, 
by  our  devotion  ?    For  where  the  firft  will  not  do,  the 
cohd  cannot  fail  to  procure  any  good  thing  from  hi 
Jam.  i.  5.    who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally y  and  hath  promifed 
fupply  the  defeft  of  our  ability  by  his  free  bounty; 
that  if  we  join  thefe  two  induftries  (induftrious  aftion,  a 
Acur/f  Im;-  induftrious  prayer)  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  fo  go< 
JamVv.  16.  ^'^  ^^  great,  of  which,  if  we  g.re  capable,  we  may  not  ; 
Ti(»^ic»^i'  furedly  become  maftets  :  and  even  for  induftry  itfelf,  efj 
Sph  vi.  is.^^y  in  the  performance  of  all  our  duties  toward  Gk 
Rom.  xii,    let  US  induftrioufly  pray :  even  fo,  The  God  of  peace  Jin 
Col.  hr.  2.   ^ify  ^*  wholly f  and  make  us  perfeSi  in  every  good  work 
1  Thcff.¥,  do  his  willy  working  in  us  that  which  is  wellpleafing 
Hcb.  xiii.    his\fight;  through  our  hlejfed  Saviour  Jefus  Chriji,  to  wh 
21-  for  ever  be  nil  glory  and  praife.    Amen. 
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AS  CHRISTIANS. 


Rom.  xii.  ii. 
Not  Jlothful  in  lufinefs.^ 

Industry  is  a  very  eminent  virtue,  being  an  ingre-  SERM. 
£ent,  or  the  parent,  of  all  other  virtues,  of  conftant  ufe     LII. 
upon  all  occafions,  and  having  influence  upon  all  our  af- 
fiuFS. 

For  it  is  in  our  nature  framed ;  all  our  powers  of  foul 
and  body  being  fitted  for  it,  tending  to  it,  requiring  it  for 
their  prefervation  and  perfection. 

We  were  defigned  for  it  in  our  firft  happy  ftate;  and 
upon  our  lapfe  thence  were  farther  doomed  to  it,  as  the 
fole  remedy  of  our  needs  and  the  inconveniences  to  which 
we  became  expofed.     For, 

Without  it  we  cannot  well  fuftain  or  feoure  our  life  in 
the  enjoyment  of  any  comfort  or  convenience ;  we  muft 
work  to  earn  our  food,  our  clothing,  pur  fhelter;  aiid*  to. 
fuf^ly  every  indigency  of  accommodaUons,  which  our 
nature  doth  crave. 

To  it  God  hath  annexed  the  beft  and  moft  defifable 
rewards;  fuccefs  to  our  undertakings,  wealth,  honour, 
wifilom,  virtue,  falvation;  all  which,  as  they  flow  from 
God^s  bounty,  and  depend  on  his  bleifing;  fo  from  them 

•  Tjf  m^  ^vjUnf^*   Splicitttdinc  non  pigri.  Vulg.  . 
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SERM.  diey  are  ufually  conveyed  to  us  through  our  induftry,  aa 
^^^'     the  ordinary  channel  and  inftrument  of  attaining  them. 

It  is  requifite  to  us,  even  for  procuring  eafe,  and  pre 
venting  a  neceffity  of  inunoderate  labour^ 

It  is  in  itfelf  <weet  and  &tisfadory^  as  freeing  oik 
mind  from  diftra£tion,  and  wrecking  irrefolution ;  as  fee<5 
ing  ijis  jv^th  good  hope,  and  yielding  a  foretafte  of  i^ 
good  fruits. 

U  fiimiiheth  us  with  courage  to  attempt,  and  refolutk=3 
to  achieve  things  needful,  worthy  of  us,  and  profital>^ 
to  us. 

It  is  attended  with  a  good  confcience,  and  cheerful  re. 
fle6lions,  of  having  well  fpent  our  time,  and  employed  our 
talent^  to  good  advantage. 

it  fweeteneth  our  enjoyments,  and  feafoneth  our  attain- 
ments wid^  a  deli^tftd  relifti. 

Jt  is  tlie  guard  of  ^lnocence,  and  barreth  out  tempta- 
jbions  to  vice,  to  waatonnefs,  to  vain  curioiity,  ajfid  prag- 
naaticalnefs. 

It  argueth  an  ingenuous  and  generous  difpofition  of 
foul ;  afpiring  to  worthy  things,  and  purfuing  them  in  the 
faireft  way;  difdaining  to  enjoy  tJie  .common  benefits,  or 
the  frui|;s  of  other  men's  labour,  without  deferving  them 
from  the  world,  and  requiting  it  for  them. 

It  is  i^ceflary  for  every  condition  and  ftation,  for  every 
calling,  for  every  relation ;  no  man  without  it  being  able 
to  deport  himfelf  well  in  any  ftate,  to  manage  any  faufi- 
nefs,  to  difcharge  any  fort  of  duty. 

To  it  the  world  is  indebted  for  all  the  culture,  which 
advaiu^eth  it  above  rude  and  ibrdid  barbarifm ;  for  whatr 
ever  in  cx>iiimon  life,  is  (lately,  or  comely,  or  ufeftil,  in- 
duftry  hajth  pontlived  it,  induftry  hath  cpmpofed  and 
framed  it. 

It  is  recommended  to  us  by  all  fort  of  patterns  confi- 
derablej'  for  all  nature  is  continually  bufy  and  aiftive  in 
tendency  toward  its  proper  defigns ;  heaven  and  earth  do 
work  in  inceflant  motion;  every  living  creature  is  em- 
ployed in  progging  for  its  fuftenance ;  the  blefled  fpiritg 
are  always  on  the  wjng  in  difpatching  the  commands  ol 
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God,  and  mioifiering  fuccour  to  us;  God  himfelf  is  ever  SERM. 

watchful,  and  ever  bufy  in  preferving  the  world,  and  pro-     ^"' 

viding  lor  the  needs  of  every  creature. 
The  lives  of  our  blefled  Saviour,  of  all  tlie  Patriarchs, 

the  Prophets,  the  Apoftles,  the  Saints,  in  this  refpeA  have 

been  more  exemplary ;  no  virtue  being  more  confpicuous 
in  their  practice  than  induilry  in  performing  the  hard  du- 
ties and  painful  taflcs  impofed  on  them  for  the  fervice  of 
God,  and  the  beinefit  of  mankind. 

Such  id  the  virtue  upon  which  I  have  formerly  dif- 
couried  in  general  and  at  large ;  but  (hall  now  more  fpe- 
cially  confider,  according  to  St.  Paul's  prefcription,  in  re- 
ference to  its  moft  proper  matter,  hufinefs,  explaining  and 
preffing  it  accordingly. 

Be  not  Jlothful  in  bufinefs,  (that  is,  in  difcharge  of  it,) 
or  to  btifinefSj  (that  is,  to  undertake  it :)  this  is  the  rule ; 
the  nature  and  needfulnefs  whereof  we  fhall  declare., 

By  enrot^,  hifinefs,  we  may  underftand  any  objeft  of 
our  care  and  endeavours  which  doth  require  them,  and 
may  deferve  them ;  which  by  reafon  of  its  difficulty  can*- 
QOt  well  be  accomplifhed  or  attained  without  them ;  and 
which  18  produfiive  of  fome  fruit  or  recompenfe  anfwer- 
able  to  them;  the  which  hath  op^^  cavfam,  a  need  of 
labour,  and  operce  pretiuniy  fome  effeft  worth  our  pains : 
if  it  be  not  fuch,  it  is  not  a  due  matter  of  virtuous  and 
laudable  induftry. 

There  are  many  things,  about  which  men  with  great 
eameftnefs  employ  themfelves,  called  bulinefs,  but  not 
deferving  that  name:  there  are  divers  fpurious  kinds  of 
induftry,  which  may  not  pretend  to  commendation,  but 
rather  do  merit  blame ;  according  to  that  of  St.  Chry- 
foftom.  Labour  which  hath  no  profity  cannot  obtain  any 
praife^. 

There  is  a  KsvotnroulUf  a  vain  indufiry,  ^d  a  xaxo<rirot/$/a, 
a  naughty  induftry,  both  agreeing  with  genuine  virtuous 
induftry  in  the  a£l,  as  implying  careful  and  painful  a£ti- 

^  n«Mf  §»^f  »i^s  ^X^^i  lyxttfuw  trmvris  tt^trri^roi,  Chryfift,  tom.  V. 
Or«/.  64. 
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SERM.  vity,  but  difcording  from  it  in  objeck  aai  defign ;  and  Gp»- 
^^^'     fequently  in  worth  and  moral  efteera. 

Aliud  agere,  to  be  impertinently  bufy,  doing  that  whocfa 
conduceth  to  no  good  purpoie,  is  in  fome  refpedi  woric 
than  to  do  nothing,  or  to  forbear  all  aAion ;  for  it  is  a 
pc^tive  abufe  of  our  faculties,  and  triflii^  with  God's 
gifts^;  it  is  a  throwing  away  labour  and  care,  things  va- 
luable in  themfelves;  it  is  often  a  running  out  of  the 
wdy,  which  is  worfe  than  ftanding  ftill;  it  is  a  ddiafing 
our  reafon,  and  declining  from  our  maxihood,  nothing  be- 
ing more  foolifh  or  childiih,  than  to  be  fblicitoos  and  fe^ 
rious  about  trifles :  for  who  are  more  bufy  and  suSdw 
than  children  ?  who  are  fuller  of  thoughts  and  defigns^  or 
more  eager  in  profecution  of  them,  than  they  ?  But  ail  is 
about  ridiculous  toys,  the  fhadows  of  bufineft,  fuggeficd 
to  them  by  apiih  curiofity  and  imitation.    Of  fuch  in- 

Ecclef.x.    duftry  we  may  underftand  that  of  the  Preacher,  The  la* 

*^*  lour  of  the  faolijh  wearieth  every  one  of.  them  ;.  for  that  a 

man  foon  will  be  weary  of  that  labour,  which  yieldeth 
no  profit,  or  beneficial  return. 

But  there  is  another  induflry  worfe  than  that,  when 
men  are  very  bufy  in  devifing  and  compaffing  mifchiefis  5 

Luke  xxii,  an  induflry  whereof  the  Devil  affordeth  a  great  inflance ; 

QCor.ii.xi.for  the  curfed  fiend  is  very  diligent,  ever  watching  for  oc- 
cafkms  to  fupplant  us,  ever  plotting  methods  and  means 
to  do  harm,  ever  driving  on  his  mifchievous  defigns  with 

Job  i.  7.     unwearied  activity ;  going  to  and  fro  in  the  earth;  running 
about  as  a  roaring  lion^  looking  for  prey,  andfeeking  whoi^ 
he  may  devour^ 
And  his  wicked  brood  are  commonly  like  him,  being 


a  rif  vh  /c«y  ih  ktt^iXn  ir$vu9,  ^  mimipi^tts,  rh  it  *inxa  nt  tUp  fufift^irrtn  ^  Xy* 
fftrtXit,  Pluf.  de  Commuit.  Not,  p.  1949.  edit.  Steph. 

X«'«»3«^«i«  Mmi  999^  9rmihm§  x'^f*  nXtBtcv  ^murmt  jmu  Xm»  iemt^uu9,  An/i, 
EtM,  X.  6. 

'H  l«-i  fUK^$  0iftXn  fUfA^tn  ^ifu,  PlutI  ibiJ. 

Fid,  de  Glor,  Aik.  p.  621. 

0<  rr#i^iii{«yrff  U  Tmt  yiKams,  o  *rus  0*iiUuus  t^nrm  MMwttytJumfm^  Cat, 
Maj,  apmd  Plui.  in  Apvpk. 
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workers  9/  iniipUiy^y  ci  vwtipo),  painful  men,  ol  Ttavovpyoij  S^RM; 
men  that  will  do  all  things;  who  \^1  fpare  no  pains,  nor     I'W. 
leave  any  fione  unturned,  for  fatisfying  their  lufts,  and^^JT^JTsT 
aecompSiAitig  their  bad  defigns. 

•  'So  indeed  it  i»,  that  as  no  great  good,  fo  neither  can 
any  great'  mifchief  be  efie£ied  without  much  pains  ;'  and 
if  we  confider  either  the  charaSers  or  the  praAices  of 
tbofii^  who  have  been  famoua  mifchief-doers,  the  pefts  of  Catiline, 
nmnkitld  and  difturber^  of  the  worldj  we  (hall  find  themstilicot* 
to  have  been  nafluggards.  Cafar,  &c. 

Ttefe  two  forts  of  vain  and  bad  induftry  the  Prophet 
liaiah  feemeth  to  defcribe  in  thoie  words;  They  Aa/cAifa. lix.  5. 
cockairice*  eggs,  and  weave  the  fpider's  web  ;  of  which  ex- 
{Npoffions  one  may  denote  mifchievous,  the  other  frivolous 
difigebde  in  contrivance  or  execution  of  naughty  or  vain 
m;    and  to  them  both  that  of  the  Prophet  Hofea 


may  be  referred ;  They  havejbum  the  wind,  and  theyjhall^ot  viii.  7. 
reap  the  whirlwind;  guilt,  remorfe,  and  punifhment  beingj^^iv^a. 
the  confequences  of  both.     And  of  them  both  common  P"^^- ^"• 
experience  doth  afford  very  frequent  and  obvious  inftances,  Hof.  x.  13. 
a  great  part  of  human  life  being  taken  up  with  them. 
For, 

How  afliduoufly  intent  and  eager  may  we  obferve  men 
to  be  at  fports !  How  foon  will  they  rife  to  go  forth  to 
them !  With  what  conftancy  and  patience  will  they  toil 
in  them  all  the  day !  How  indefatigable  are  they  in 
riding  and  running  about  after  a  dog  or  a  hawk,  to  catch 
a  poor  beaft  or  filly  bird ! 

How  long  will  men  fit  poring  on  their  games,  difpenf- 
ing  with  their  food  and  fleep  for  it  <. 

How  long  and  ferious  attention  will  men  yield  to  a 
wanton  play!   How  many  hours  will  they  contentedly 
fit  thereat !  What  fl:udy  will  men  employ  on  jefts  and  im-  . 
pertinent  wit !   How  earneft  will  they  be  to  fatisfy  their 
vun  Guriofity ! 


^  *l.^rm  rns  »ii»Ms,  Luke  liii.  37* 

*  'SmJifmt^t  yk^  §»  fiX»»vt«i  wktus  h^ifmt  affitft  net)  u^tras^  h»)  KieiAf  i^wk 
wt^Uri*  Lib,  Ortit,  31. 
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S£RM.  Howjn  fuch  cafes  do  men  forget  what  they  are  doings 
^^^  that  fport  fliould  be  fport  ^,  not  work ;  to  divert  and  relax 
us^  not  to  employ  and  bufy  us ;  to  take  off  our  minds  a 
little,  not  wholly  to  take  them  up ;  not  to  exhauft  or  tire 
our  fpirits,  but  to  refrefli  and  cheer  them,  that  they  may 
become  more  fit  for  grave  and  ferious  occupations  ! 

Jcr.  ii.  18.  How  painful  will  others  be  in  hewing  them  out  ctfiems^ 
brokeii  ci/ierns,  that  will  hold  no  water  ;  that  is^  in  imiDO-» 
derate  purfuit  of  worldly  defigns !  How  ftudioafly  wil 
they  plod,  how  reftlefsly  will  they  trudge,  what  carking 
and  drudgery  will  they  endure  in  driving  on  projeAs  of 
ambition  and  avarice  !  What  will  not  they  gladly  do  oi 
fuffer,  to  get  a  little  preferment,  or  a  little  profit !  It  was 
a  common   prance  of  old,  and  fure  the  world  is  not 

Plkl.xxzix.grea,tly  mended  fince  the  Pfalmill  did  thus  refled^  Surely 

^'  every  man  walketh  in  a  vainjhew  ;  Jureltf  they  are  di/qui^ 

eled  in  vain :  he  lieapeth  up  riches,  and  cannot  tell  who 
Jhall  gather  them. 

How  many  vigilant  and  ftout  purfuers  are  there  of  fen- 
fuality  and  riotous  excefs;  fuch  as  thofe  of  whom  tbe 

ifa.  V.  11.  Prophet  fpeaketh,  IVb  unto  them  that  rife  up  early  in  the 
mornings  that  they  may  follow  Jlrong  drink;  that  continue 
until  night f  till  wine  inflame  them  ! 

How  bufy  (O  fliame,  O  mifery !  how  fiercely  bufy)  are 
fome  in  accomplifliing  defigns  of  malice  and  revenge! 
How  intent  are  fome  to  overreach,  to  circumvent,  to  fup- 
plant  their  neighbour!  How  fore  pains  will  fome  take 
to  feduce,  corrupt,  or  debauch  others  1  How  a^ve  will 
fome  be  in  fowing  (Irifes,  in  raifing  factions,  in  fomenting 
diforders  in  the  world !  How  many  induftrious  flaves  hath 
the  Devil  *»,  who  will  fpare  no  pains  about  any  kind  of 
work,  which  he  putteth  them  to !   How  many  like  thejfe 

Prov.  i.  16.  of  whom  the  Wife  Man  faith.  Their  feet  run  to  evily  and 

y«- '»•  arcfwift  in  running  tp  mifchief:  they  fleep  not,  except 
they  have  done  mifchief;  and  their  fleep  is  taken  awayf  ««- 
lefs  they  caufefome  to  fall! 


\ 


•A»5f.  16.  .  * 
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Now  witli.aU  thefe  labourers  we  may  well  expoftulate  SERM. 
m  the  wordsT  of  the  Prophet;  IVherefore  do  yejpend  money     LII. 
for  ikat  which  is  not  bread,  and  your  labour  for  thai  which  i^^^  j^^  ^^ 
fatisfieih  not  P 

Such  lahoiirs  are  unworthy  of  men^  much  lefs  do  they 
befeem  Chrifttans. 

It  becometh  us  not  as  rational  creatures  to  employ  the 
eioeUbnt  gifts  of  pur  nature^  and  noble  faculties  of  pur 
hi|^-bom  foul,  the  forces  of  our  mind^  the  advanlagei;  of 
our  fortune^  our  precious  time^  our  very  care  and  labour^ 
vainly  or  unprofitably  upon  any  thing  bafe  or  mean:  being 
that  our  reafon  is  capable  of  achieving  great  and  worthy 
things^  we  muft  debafe  it  by  (looping  to  regard  toys^  we 
do  extremdy  abufe  it  by  working  mifchief. 
.  Much  more  doth  it  mifbecome  us  as  Chriflians  (that  is^ 
perfons  devoted  to  fo  high  a  calling,  who  have  fo  worthy 
employments  affigned  to  us,  fo  glorious  hopes,  fo  r^h  en-  Eph.  U 1% 
couragements  propofed  to  us  for  our  work)  to  fpend  our 
thoughts  and  endeavours  on  things  impertinent  to  our 
great  defign,  or  mainly  thwarting  it. 

The  proper  matter  and  objefl:  of  o\ir  induftry  (thofe 
Edie  ones  being  excluded)  is  true  bufinefs ;  or  that  whi9h 
is  incumbent  on  a  man  to  do,  either  in  way  of  duty,  being 
icquired  by  God,  or  by  di£late  of  reafon,  as  conducing  to 
fome  good  purpofe ;  fo  that  in  effe^  it  will  turn  to  ac- 
count^  and  finally  in  advantageous  return  will  pay  him 
for  his  labour  of  mind  or  body ;  that  which  the  Wife 
Man  did  intend,  when  he  advifed.  Whatever  thy  AanJ  Eccl^*  ix. 
fmdetk  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy  might;  whatever  thy  hand 
finded),  that  is,  whatever  by  divine  appointment,  (by  the 
command  or  providence  of  God,)  or  which,  upon  rational 
deliberation,  doth  occur  as  matter  of  our  a^on ;  com- 
prifing  every  good  purpofe  and  reafonable  undertaking  in- 
cident to  us. 

.  But  our  bufinefs,  according  to  the  holy  Apoflle^s  intent, 
may  be  fuppofed  efpecially  to  be  the  work  of  our  calling; 
to  which  each  man  hath  a  peculiar  obligation;  and  which 
therefore  is  moft  properly  his  bufinefs,  or  ^  (nr^Si^  empha* 
tically,  the  bufinefs  allotted  to  him. 


4S    Of  Indu/inf  in  our  general  Callings  a$.  CkrffiSaia. 

SBRM.  Now  iliis  bufincfs,  our  calling,  is(  double;  Our  genersJ 
LII.  callings  which  is  common  to  us  all  as  Chriftians,  and  our 
particular  callings  which  pecidiarly  belongeth  to  us,  as 
placed  in  a  certain  ftation,  either  in  the  church  oi^  ftate* 
In  both  which  vocations  that  we  are  much  obUged  and 
concerned  to  be  induftrious,  (hall  be  nowmy  bufinefs  to 
declare. 

I.  As  to  our  general  calling,  (that  Jiillime,  that  hea- 
venh/y  that  holy  vocation^,)  in  which  by  divine  grace, 
according  to  the  evangelical  difpenfation,  we  are  engagcfd, 
that  neceffarily  requir^th  and  moft  highly  defcrveth .  from 
us  a  great  meafure  of  induftry;  *the  nature  arid  defign  of 
it  requireth,  the  fruit  and  reftdt  of  it  deferveth  our  utmoft 
diligence;  all  floth  is  inconfiftent  with  difcharging  th6 
duties,  with  enjoying  the  hopes,  with  obtaining  the  bene- 
fits thereof.     For, 

It  is  a  ftate  of  continual  work,  and  is  expreffed  in  terms 

unporting  abundant,  inceflant,  intenfe  care  and  pjun ;  for 

Pha.  ii.  12.  to  be  indeed  Chriftians,  We  muft  work  out  our  Jblvatioh 

Rom.  ii.  7.  u/ith  fear  and  trembling ;  we  muft  by  patient  contvnuanek 

.  in  well  doing feek  for  glory ,  and  honour,  and  immortality^ 

Col.  i.  10.   We  muft  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord,  to  all  wellpUdJing^ 

iTim. ▼!.  %eihg  fruitful  in  every  good  work.    We  muft- ie  rich  m 

Phil.  i.  11.  ^ood  works,  dead,  filled  with  i lie  fruits  of  rtghteonfriefs, 

8  ^le!*^  *'  if'AicA  are  by  Jefus  Chri/i  to  the  praife  and  gldry  of  -God. 

Jam.iii.i70  ^  are  God's  workmanfhip,  created  in  Ghrift 'Jefus  wito 

^  ' "    ^  good  works,'  which  Crod  hath  before  ordained  that  wejhotdd 

walk  in  thjcm,  '  ■ 

1  Thcfltv.       We  have  a  foul  to  fave,  and  are  appointed  ei^  "m^nrtAf^n 

*•  'iraamipiag,  to  make  an  acquift  offalvation. 

We  have  a  mind  to  improve  with  virtue  and  wifdom, 

qualifying  us  for  entrance  into  heaven,  for  enjoyment  -ctf 

God's  favour,  for  converfation  with  angels. 

I  Thcff.  t.       As  Chriftians  we  are  affumed  to  be  fervants  of  God, 

Roin.vii.6.'^d  readmitted  into  his  familyy-firom  which  for  our  £{iby- 

Jl^*:.  jg  alty  we  had  been  dtfearded;  io  that  as  he  was  ounna^ 

h  *H&fu  »Xnin$,  Phil.  iii.  14,   KXnffis  i^au^drng.  HeU.  iii.  1.  'Ayi«  «X?«yf. 
3Tim.  i.  9.  (Eph.Lis.  9  Thcff.  i.  11.)  '.       ■    - 


Cf\tnA^ry  in  our  general  CalUng^  as  Ckr^Hans.    47 

ioral  Loidy  fo.  he  18  now  fiich  alfo  by  fpecial  gnice ;  who  SERlf. 
did  nike  vb,  who  doth  maixttain  us,  under  whofe  pro^     ^^' 
tedioti.'fliid  At'whoie  di^Kxial  we  Ihbfift;  whence  we  are 
obliged  to  be  fisdthfuUy  diligent  in  his  fervice:  we  muft 
amftantly  wait  t^n  hhn  in  devotional  addreiies;  we  muft 
ttiefbUy  jCbudy  to  know  his  pleafure ;  we  muft  endeavour  Epb.  v.  10. 
exaftly  ta:peTform  his  will,  and  obey  his  conmiands ;  we^j^'^^'  ^' 
onift  Arive  to  advance  his  glory,  to  promote  his  intereft,  ^. 
toimprove  all  talents  and  advantages  committed  to  us  for^f^  "^' 
thofe  purpofes;  we  muft,  as.  St.  Paul  exprefteth  it,  always  1  Cor. 
sAoundin-ibe  work  of  the  Lord. 

We  iBuft  ialfo  look  upon  ourfelves  as  fervants  of  Chrift  Col.  iU.  34. 
our  Redeemer;  who  by  his  blood  hath  purchafed  us  tOj^'^yi^J' 
himfelf,  that  we  might  be  zealous  of  good  works;  perform-  as-  vi«  so. 
m%  a  fervice  to  him,  -which  confifleth  in  a  faithful  dif* 
diarge  of  manifold  duties,  and  in  purfuance  of  all  virtue ; 
with  moft  intent  application  of  mind,  with  expedite  promp* 
titude,  with  accurate  circimifpeaion ;  giving  all  diligence,^ ^^  *•  *• 
as  St.  Peter  fpeaketh,  in  adding  one  virtue  to  another ;  #«»  wm^rv- 
•hang  ready,  Rs  St.  Paul  faith,  to  every  good  ti/ori;  and ^*.*pj* 
TecfYigr  i/iat  we  walk  circum/pe6ily,  or  behave  ourfelves  Eph.  v.  15. 
exaftly  according  to  the  rules  of  duty  in  all  our  conver-  l^JcH^V 

^^-  CoLiv.a! 

This   fervice  requireth  of  us   ailiduous  attendance  onEph.vi.is. 

works  of  piety  and  devotion ;  that  we  do  incejfantly  watch  i^'  *"* 

to  prayer,  that  we  always  give  tlianks,  that  we  continually  ^  Tlwff.  ▼• 

do  offer  up'tkefacrifice  ofpraife  to  God.  Lake  xviil. 

It  demandeth  from  us  a  continual  labour  of  charity ;  I'j^^ 

that  woferve  one  another  in  love;  that  we  fhould  as  we  is. 

have  opportunity,  work  good  to  all  men,  that  we  ftiouldo^j  'j^'^y'^ 

always  purjue  good  toward  one  another,  and  toward  aZ^Heb.xui. 

^^^  lThcff.i.3. 

It  ohligeth  us  with  aU  our  powers  to  purfue  peace  with  ^h  nw 

•aU  meH,  (which,  confidering  our  natural  peevifhnefs,  pride.  Gal.  vIVs. 
and  perverfenefs,  is  often  no  eafy  taik,)  and  that  we  do^*^'^'*^'* 
9woM^av,JiudiouJly  endeavour  to  keep  the  unity  ofthefpirit  *^^«^^* 
m  the  bend  of  peace.  \'t\^.  ^. 

It  chai;geth  on  us  contentedly  and  patiently  to  undergo  15. 
whatever  God  doth  impofe  of  burden  or  fufferance,  ibs/^^^^yf' 

Heb.  xiu  14.  3  Tiovi  ii.  S3.  Eph.  Iv«  $• 
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SCRM.  i!t\B.t patience  Have  its  perfeU  work;  and  it  is  a  en 
Lll.     work  to  bend  our  ftiff  inclinations,  to  qudl  our  refirai 
Jam.  i.  4.   P^ons,  to  make  our  fturdy  humour  buckle  thereto. 
It  doth  exaft  that  we  ihould  govern  and  r^ulati 
cording  to  very  drift  and  fevere  laws  all  the  fadilti 
our  foul,  all  the  members  of  our  body,  all  internal 
tions^  and  all  external  a£tions  proceeding  from  us) 
we  fhould  check  our  inclinations,  curb  our  appetites, 
compofe  our  paffions;  that  we  fhould  guard  our  hi 
from  vaiti  thoughts  and  bad  defires;  that  we  fhould  b 
our  tongues  from  evil  and  from  idle  difcourfes ;  thai 
fhould  order  our  fleps  in  the  ftraight  way  of  righteoufi 
not  defle£ting  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left. 

In  the  difchaige  of  this  fervdce  how  many  rough  c 
culties  are  there  to  be  furmounted,  how  many  great 
flacles  to  be  r^noved,  how  many  ftout  oppofitions  tc 
encountered,  how  many  potent  enemies  to  be  vanquifl 
how  many  fore  hardfhips,  croiTes,  and  tribuladons  to 
endured! 

How  fhrewd  a  tafk  muft  we  find  it  to  circumcife 
hearts,  to  mortify  our  earthly  members,  to  crticify  « 
flefh  witli  its  affeftions  and  lufls^  to  pull  out  our  ri| 
eyes,  and  cut  off  our  right  hands,  to  renounce  our  worl 
interefts,  to  hate  our  neareft  relations,  to  take  up  and  b 
our  crofs,  whenever  confcience  and  duty  fhaJl  call 
thereto! 

Our  calling  therefore  doth  require  great  itlduftry  5  a 

the  bufinefs  of  it  confequently  is  well  reprefented  by  the 

performances,  which  demand  the  greateft  intention,  a 

laborious  aflivity ;  it  is  ftyled  exercife^  (agoniftic  and  € 

iTlm.iy.y.cetic  exercife;  yujxva^s  <r«auToy  «r^o^  ev&iS&av^  Exercife  th 

16.         *  J^lf  ^^  godlinefs  ;  and  Iv  towtw  Sg  aMs  okdcooj  Herein  I  e, 

Heb.  xii.    ercife  myfelff  to  have  always  a  confcience  void  of  offen 

.  /    •       toward  God  and  toward  men  ;)  wre/ilingj  (ijficlov  r,  vaXij,  0 

kfh,v\.i^.ture/iling  is  not  only  againji  ftejh  and  bloody  but  agaii 

^^^^^^^^* principalities  and  powers;)  running  a  race,  {Let  us  rt 

a*.  with  patience  tlie  race  that  isfet  before  us :  So  run  that  1 

siTim!iY.7.^^y  obtain  :  Iprefs  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  /. 

\T\mA,\%^high  calling  ;)  a  warfare^  a,  combating,  {IVdr  a  good  wa 
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farti.  holding  faith  and  a  good  confcience  :  Fight  the  good  SERM* 
fight  z  Thou  therefore  endure  hard/hip^  as  a  good  foldier  of     LH. 
Je/us  Ckrift:  Every  man  that  Jiriveth  for  the  majiery  is  i  xim.  ^, 
temperate  in  all  things  ;)  offering  violence^  {The  kingdom  ^^ 
of  heaven  fuffereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  hy  force;)  1  Cor.  ix.  ' 
watching,. {Let  us  not  Jleep  as  do  others,  but  let  us  ^^^ch^'      , 
andbefober:  Watch  ye,  Jiand  fajl  in  the  faith,  quit  youii, 
like  men,  bejirong:  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into 
temptation.)  1  Cor.  x?i. 

Hence  the  precepts  importing  the  general  tenor  ofMatt.xx?i. 
Chrifiian  prance  are  iifually  couched  in  terms  implying*^-  *»>v« 
great  fisdulity  and  contention  of  foul;  'Aytovl^Ba-de,  Strive Lnke  jil 
to  enter  in  at  thejirait  gate:  Let  us  labour  therefore  ^oj'p^ 
mter  into  that  refi :  Labour  not  for  the  meat  that  perijheth,  Apoc.  iii.  3. 
hi  for  that  meai  which  endureth  to  everlajiing  life.     Gi^^i2]gl^^w\^ 
aUgence  to  make  your  calling  and  ele&ion  fure.     Gird  up  24. 
the  loins  of  your  mind,  be  fober,  and  hope  to  the  end.  ^„* 
Wherefore,  brethren,  feeing  that  ye  look  for  fuch  things,  be^^^^^'l^* 
diligent,  that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without  John  vi,  27. 
j^t  andllameUfs.  l^^-^;^ 

Such  is  the  work  of  our  general  calling,  and  fo  much  1  Pet.  i.  13. 
induftry  it  chaUengeth  from  us ;  with  great  reafon  indeed,  g"^^  *"' 
for  that  fuch  work  is  needful  to  our  happinefs,  and  thatEph.vi.i4. 
our  labour  will  certainly  be  rewarded  therewith.  14. 

The  work  indeed  of  itfelf  is  mod  worthy  to  employ 
U8,  doth  moft  become  us,  doth  much  adorn  us,  doth  bed 
befit  our  divine  extraction  and  large  capacity;  is  the 
nobleft,  the  handfomeft,  the  fweetefi  employment  that 
could  take  us  up;  but  we  have  alfo  the  greateft  in- John iv. 
ducements  and  encouragements  poffible  for  our  induftry  ^^' 
therein. 

There  are,  by  the  divine  bounty  and  mercy,  wages  af- 
figned  abundantly  correfpondent  to  our  work,  yea,  infi- 
nitely furpafling  it;  there  is  icohh^  fjn<r^i$,  a  great  (or  a  Matt.  v.  is. 
maolfbld)  hire  for  our  (lender  and  fimple  performances; 
there  are  feveral  noble  prizes  highly  worth  our  ftriving  for 
with  our  utmoft  ftrength  and  contention  of  foul. 

In  lecompenfe  thereof  we  (hall  affuredly  gain  even  here 
m  this  tranfitory  ftate  the  fpecial  favour  and  love  of  God^ 
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8ERM.  with  his  confiant  proteftion  and  oare  for  our  godd^s  bis 
JjIL  fiuthful  direftion  and  friendly  afliftance  to  guide  us  ^nd 
Fljuuuv.  9.  uphold  us  in  all  our  ways,  to  hlefs  and  profper  our  under* 
****!7'  "•  takings,  to  fupply  us  in  our  needs,  and  comfort  us  in  our 
zxjnrtLa/  diftrefles ;  fo  that  we  (hall  lack  nothing  that  is  good>  that 
Ff.'xci.  10.  ^^  eviljhall  happen  to  us,  that  all  things  fliall  concur  aod 
Piov.  xii.    cooperate  for  our  benefit. 

Rom.  Tiii.       ^^  ^^  thereby  tafte  the  fatisfiet^ions  of  a  calm  muid^ 
^«  and  a  found  confcience,  quickened  by  the  confolations  of 

Cot.  ill*  15*  the  divine  Spirit ;  the  peace  of  God  ruling  in  our  hearts, 
*  *^*  *  which  pajfeth  all  under/kmding. 

We  (hall  afterward,  when  this  moment  is  pa0ed  09C5 

and  our  ibort  day's  work  difpatched,  receive  from  God'flk 

boimtiful  hand  an  unconceivable  affluence  of  good  thingi^^ 
Jam.!.  13.  an  eternal  permanence  of  life;  undifturbed  reft,  indefix — 
1  Cor.^**  ^'^^  wealth,  ineffable  joy,  incorrupuble  glory^  a  hingdm 
96.*  unjhakahle* 

JohniT.ae.     He,  faith  our  Lord,  that  reapeth,  receiveth  wages^i 

gatherethfruit  unto  life  everlq/Ung. 
'Ait^^tint—      To  them,  faith  St.  Paul,  who,  by  patient  continuance  im 
Rom.  II.  6,  ^^11  doing,  feek  for  glory,  and  honour,  and  immof^aUty^ 

God  in  recompenfe  will  be/low  eternal  life.     And, 
%  Tim.  iv.       I  have,  faith  that  bleffed  labourer  of  himlelf,  foughi  tha 
^>  ••         good  fght,  I  have  fnijhed  my  courfe,  I  have  kep4  the 

faith;  henceforth  there  is  laidupfor  me  a  croum  qfrighte* 

oufnefs. 
What  more  effeftual  fpur  or  incentive  Gxa  there  bo* 

to  induftry  in  this  bufinefs,  than  to  coniider  that,  which 
Eph.  Yi.  8.  St.  Paul  fo  often  doth  inculcate ;  Knowing  that  whaffo^ 
,Q,  '*^'  ever  good  thing  any  man  doeth,  the  fame  (a  recomp^oft 
Col.  iii.  94.  for  the  fame)  he  Jhall  receive  of  the  Lord  *,  and  hmming 

that  (in  coniideration  of  our  fervice  done  tp.  the  iLjcird} 

of  the  Lord  we  Jhall  receive  the  reward  oftheinJmitn 

ance  P 

What  exhortation   can  be  more  firmly  giouiMbdi  Cff 
1  Cor.  XV.   ftrongly  backed,  than  is  that  of  the  Apoftle^  Tktrrfet^ 
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itty  breihren,  be  yejieadfaft^  unmovealle,  always  abounding  SERM. 
t«  the  work  of  the  Lordy  forafmuch  as  ye  know  that  your     LII. 
ktbour  is  not  in  i/ain  in  the  LordP  — — 

May  it  not  alfo  much  encourage  us  to  induftry,  to  be 
afliiped,  that  not  only  the  kind  of  our  work^  but  the  de- 
gree of  our  labour  ihall  be  confidered  and  requited^  in 
juft  proportion;  fo  that  the  harder  we  work,  the  higher 
we  (hall  be  rewarded;  for  to  each  one^  f^th  our  Lord,  the*A*Mm 
Som  ofmanjhall  render  a  reward  xarei  r^v  vrpi^tv  aurS,  ac-  mJ^^tL 
earding  to  his  performance.    Every  one,  faith  St.  Paul,  37- 
fiaU  receive  ISioy  /w<rdo»  itaroi  rov  i^iov  xArov,  his  proper  re- s. 
ward  according  to  his  proper  work  ;  whence  we  have  rea-  Rc^;.»M- 
ton  to  obferve  St.  John^s  advice.  Look  to  your/elves,  /Aa/Matuzzv. 
je  lofe  not  thqfe  things  which  ye  have  gained,  but  that  y^Lutcxix. 
receive  a  full  reward.  13. 

To  be  negligent  or  flothfiil  in  fuch  a  cafe,  for  want  of    i^^xA- 
a  little  care  and  pains  to  forfeit  fuch  advantages,  what  a**^ 
.jttty,  what  a  folly  is  it !   Were  an  opportunity  prefented, 
by  a  little  minding  our  bufinefs,  and  beftining  ourfelves, 
to  procure  a  fair  eflate,  or  a  good  preferment,  would  not 
he  be  deemed  mad  or  fottifh,  who  (hould  fit  ftill,  and 
for^o  that  his  advantage  ?   How  much  more  wildnefs  is 
it  to  be  drowfy  and  fluggifh  in  this  cafe,  thereby  lofing 
eternal  blifs  and  glory !  Well  therefore  might  the  ApoiUe 
iky,  Howjhall  we  efcape,  if  we  negleSifo  great  falvation  f  Hcb.  ii.  9. 
How  fliall  we  efcape,  not  only  the  fin  and  guilt  of  bafeft 
il^^titude  toward  him  that  gracioufiy  doth  offer  it,  but 
the  imputadon  of  moft  wretched  folly,  in  being  fo  much 
wantkig  to  our  own  intereft  and  welfare  ? 

Is  it  not  a  lad  thing,  a  woful  ihame,  to  obferve  what 
pains  men  will  throw  away  upon  things  of  fmall  or  no 
oODGermnent  to  them  ?  yea,  what  toil  and  drudgery  they 
win  iuftain  in  the  fenrice  of  Satan,  in  purfuit  of  fin,  in  the 
gratification  of  thdr  vanities  and  lulls  ? 

What  paint  will  a  covetous  wretch  take  in  fcraping  for 
pelf!  How  will  he  rack  his  mind  with  carking  folidtude 
to  gety  to  keep,  to  fpare  it !  How  will  be  tire  his  ijn- 
riu  with  rdBlels  travail !  How  will  he  pinch  his  carcafe 
for  wmt  of  ^idiat  nature  craveth  I  What  infiuny  and 
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SERM.  obloquy  will  he  endure  for  his  niggardly  parfimony  and 
Ln»      fordidnefs ! 

How  much  labour  will  an  ambitious  fop  tmdergo  for 
preferment,  or  vain  honour !  To  how  many  tedious  at- 
tendances, to  how  pitiful  fervilities  will  he  fubmit !  Whist 
fore  crofles  and  difappointments  will  he  fwallow !  What 
aflfronts  and  indignities  will  he  patiently  'digeil,  without 
defifting  from  his  enterprife ! 
1  Cor.  ix.  How  will  a  man,  as  St.  Paul  obferved,  mavra  hyxpand^ 
**^  §s^ai,  endure  all  painful  abftinence  and  continence^  in 

order  to  the  obtaining  a  corruptible  crown,  a  fading  gar* 
land  of  bays,  a  puff  of  vain  applaufe ! 

What  diligence  will  men  ufe  to  compafs  the  enjoy- 
ment of  forbidden  pleafures  !  how  watchful  in  catchirig 
opportunities,  how  eager  in  queft  of  them  will  they  be ! 
What  difficulties  will  they  undertake,  what  hazards  will 
they  incur,  what  damages  and  inconveniences  will  they 
fuftain,  rather  than  fail  of  fatisfying  their  defires  ! 

What  achings  of  head  and  heart ;  what  pangs  of  mind, 
and  gripes  of  confciencej  what  anxieties  of  regret  and 
fear,  will  every  worker  of  iniquity  undergo  1  So  faithful 
friends  hath  this  vain  and  evil  world  5  fo  diligent  fervants 
hath  the  accurfed  lord  thereof;  fo  careful  and  laborious 
will  men  be  to  deftroy  and  damn  themfelves.  O  that  wc 
could  be  willing  to  fpend  as  much  care  and  pains  in  the 
Ghryf.  fervice  of  our  God !  O  that  we  were  as  true  friends  of 
•"^^  '^  ourfelves !  O  that  we  could  be  as  induftrious  for  our  fal- 
vation !  that  is,  in  the  bufinefs  of  our  general  calling : 
which  having  confidered,  let  us  proceed  to  the  other  bufi- 
nefs belonging  to  us,  which  is, 

n.  The  bufinefs  of  our  particular  calling ;  that  in  refc- 

1  Cor.  vii.  rence  whereto  St.  Paul  doth  prefcribe.  Every  man  as  ike 

17;  20.       Lord  hath  called  him^  fo  let  him  walk.     Let  every  man 

abide  in  the  fame  calling  wherein  he  was  called;  let  him 

fo  abide,  as  faithfully  to  profecute  the  woric,  and  dif- 

charge  the  duty  of  it ;  the  doing  which  otherwhere  he 

1  Thcff.  iv.  termeth  ^giarareiv  tol  K<«,  to  do  our  own  bufnefs,  {working 

Rh  i    28  ^^^^  ^^^  hands,)  and  enjoineth.it  in  oppofition  to  thofe 

two  great  pefts  of  Ufe,.floth  and  pragmatical  ^uriofity  ; 
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or  the  negled  of  our  own,  and  meddling  with  other  men's  SERM. 
afiairs.  LIT. 

This  the  Apoftle  nameth  our  calling,  becaufe  we  are 
called  or  appointed  thereto  by  divine  Providence  5  for  he 
foppofeth  and  taketh  it  for  granted,  that  to  eaoh  man  in 
this  world  God  hath  affigned  a  certain  ftation,  unto  which 
peculiar  a^on  is  fuited  ;  in  which  ftation  he  biddeth  him 
quietly  to  abide,  till  Providence  fairly  doth  tranflate  him,  1  Cor.  vii. 
and  during  his  abode  therein  diligently  to  execute  the^^* 
^«>i^  thereof. 

Every  man  is  a  member  of  a  double  body ;  of  the  civil 
commonwealth,  and  of  the  Chriftian  church :  in  relation 
to  th^  latter  whereof  St.  Paul  telleth  us,   (and  what  he 
iaith  by  parity  of  reafon  may  be  referred  likewife  to  the 
former,)  that  God  hath  Jet  the  members  every  one  in  the  1  cor.  xii. 
Wy,  as  it  pleafeth  him ;  and  as  it  is  in  the  natural,  fo  it*®* 
18  in  every  political  and  fpiritual  body,  every  member  hath 
its  proper  ufe  and  funftion ;  All  members,  faith  St.  Paul,  Rom.  xii. 
hnwe  not  -njv  awr^v  vpa^iv,  the  fame  office,  or  the  fame  work  *• 
and  operation ;  yet  every  one  hath  fome  work.    There  id 
no  member  defigned  to  be  idle  or  ufelefs,  conferring  no 
benefit  to  the  whole;    but  the  whole  body,  faith  theEph.iv.i6: 
ApoMef^tly  joined  together,  and  compa6ied  by  that  which 
every  jjoint  Jiipplieth,  according  to  the  effeSiual  working  in 
the  meqfure  of  every  part  maketh  increaje  of  the  body,  unto 
tie  edifying  itfelfin  love;  each  member  doth  confpire  and 
cooperate  to  the  ftrength,  nourifhment,  thriving,  and  wel* 
&re  of  the  whole. 

Every  man  (who  continueth  a  man,  in  his  fenfes,  or  in*£»«Vyi&f  I- 
any  good  degree  of  natural  integrity)  is  by  God  endowed  ^^gj|"®.'.*'' 
with  competent  abilities  to  difcharge  fome  function  ufefulir- 
to.conmion  good,  or  at  leaft-  needful  to  his  own  fufte- 
nance ;  to  every  one  fome  talent  is  committed,  which  in 
fubordination  to  God's  fervice  he  may  improve,  to  the  be- 
nefit of  the  world,  God's  temporal,  or  of  the  church, 
God's  fpiritual  kingdom. 

.  It  is  plainly  neceflary,  that  the  greateft  part  of  men 
Aould  have  a  determinate  work  allotted  to  them,  that 
^hey  may  fupport  their  life  and. get  their  food^  without 
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SERM. being  injurious^  oflTenfive,  or  burdenfome  to  others;  far 
^^^»     their  living  they  muft  either  follow  fome  trade,  or  thcjr 
mufl  fliark  and  filch,  or  they  muft  beg,  or  they  m\A 
ftarve. 

And  the  reft  are  obliged  to  do  fomewhat  conduGible 
to  public  good,  that  they  may  defenre  to  live;  for  a 
drone  ftiould  not  be  aniong  the  bee8>  nor  hath  rig^  to 
devour  the  honey.  If  any  man  doth  pretend^  or  prefumei 
that  he  hath  nothing  to  do  but  to  eat^  to  deep,  to  playi 
to  laugh,  to  enjoy  his  eafe,  his  pleafure,  his  humiour,  he 
thereby  doth  as  it  were  difclaim  a  reafonable  title  of  liv- 
ing among  men,  and  ftiaring  in  the  fruits  of  their  indufliy} 
be,  in  St.  Paul's  judgment,  ihould  be  debarred  of  fatt^  for 
9  Thtff.\\u  this,  faith  the  holy  Apoftle,  we  commanded  you,  thai  ^ 
*^*  any  man  would  not  work,  neither  Jhould  he  eat. 

Such  an  one  in  the  body  of  men,  what  is  he  but  an 
unnatural  excrefcence,  fucking  nutriment  from  it,  ipntbcmfc. 
yielding  ornament  or  ufe?  What  is  he  but  a  wen  de-- 
forming  and  encumbering  the  body,  or  a  canker  infeftin^ 
and  corrupting  iti 

As  no  man  (at  leaft  with  decency,  convenience,  audi 
comfort)  can  live  in  the  world,  without  being  oUiged  txp 
divers  other  men  for  their  help  in  providing  accommoda<^ 
tions  for  him  ;  fo  juftice  and  ingenuity,  corroborated  by 
divine  lkn£tiions,  do  require  of  him,  that  in  conmotutatioii 
he,  one  way  or  other,  fliould  undertake  fome  pains  rs- 
doundkig  to  the  benefit  of  others. 

So  hath  the  great  Author  of  order  diftributed  the  ranks 
and  offices  of  men  in  order  to  mutual  benefit  and  comfort, 
that  one  man  {hould  plough,  another  thraih,  anotbel 
.  grind,  another  labour  at  the  forge,  another  knit  or  weave^ 
another  fail,  another  trade,  another  fupervife  all  thel^ 
labouring  to  keep  them  aU  in  order  and  peace;  that  one 
fbould  work  with  his  hands  and  feet,  another  with  his 
head  and  tongue;  all  confpiring  to  one  common  end,  the 
welfare  of  the  whole,  and  the  fupply  of  what  is  ufeAsd  %6 
each  particular  member  ^  every  man  fo  reciprooaUy  oUg* 
log  and  being  obliged;  the  prince  bein^  obliged  to  ^ 
huibandman  for  his  br^ad^  to  tlie  weaver  for  his  do^Mi 
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to  the  ioafon  for  his  palace^  to  the  fmith  for  his  fword;  SfiRM. 
thofe  being  all  obliged  to  him  for  his  vigilant  care  in  pro-     ^^^' 
leftuig  them^  for  their  fecurity  in  purfuihg  the  work^  and 
enjoying  the  firuit  of  their  induftry. 

So  every  man  hath  a  calling  and  proper  bufinefs ; 
whereto  that  indufhy  is  required,  I  need  not  much  to 
)NK>ve^  the  thing  itfelf  in  reafon  and  experience  being  fo 
elearly  evident :  fcnr  what  bufinefs  can  be  well  difpatched, 
wh^  fiiocefs  can  be  expe6ted  to  any  undertaking,  in  what 
calling  eafi  any  man  thrive,  without  induftry  ?  What  bu- 
finals  is  there  that  will  go  on  of  itfelf,  or  proceed  to  any 
good  iflue,  if  we  do  not  carefully  look  to  it,  fteadily  hold 
it  in  its  courfe,  confbantly  pufh  and  drive  it  forward  ?  It  is 
tfue^  as  in  nature,  fo  in  all  afifairs.  Nihil  movet  non  motum, 
nothing  moveth  without  being  moved. 

Our  own  .intereft  fhould  move  us  to  be  induftrious  in 
our  calling,  that  we  may  obtain  the  good  effefts  of  being 
fo  in  &  comfortable  and  creditable  fubfiftence ;  that  we 
may  not  fuifer  the  damages  and  wants,  the  difappoint*- 
ments  and  difgraces  enfuing  on  (loth :  but  the  chief  mo- 
ti?e  fbould  be  from  piety  and  confcience ;  for  that  it  is  a 
duty  which  we  oWe  to  Grod.  For  God  having  placed  us 
in  our  ftation,  he  having  apportioned  to  us  our  taik,  we 
being  in  tran&^oh  of  our  bufinefs  his  fervants,  we  do  1  Cor.  iv. 
owe  to  him  that  neoeflary  property  of  good  fervants,*' 
without  which  fidelity  cannot  fubfift ;  for  how  can  he  be 
looked  on  as  a  faithhil  fervant,  who  doth  not  efie&ually 
perform  the  work  charged  on  him,  or  diligently  execute 
the  orders  of  his  mafter  ? 

St.  Paul  doth  enjoin  fervants,  that  they  (hould  in  aUcol.  iii.  aa. 
timgs  obey  their  mqfierSf  with  confcientious  regard  to^'^'^^^?* 
Gody  as  therein  perfon&ing  fervice  to  God,  and  expecting  sa,  sa. 
recompenfe  from  him  :  and  of  princes  he  faith,  that  they, 
IB  difpenfation  of  juftice,  enacting  laws,  impofing  taxes, 
and  all  political  adminiftrations,  are  the  minifters  vf  God,  Rom.  xHi. 
vfe^xopripouyrsf,.  attending  conftahtly  upon  this  very  thing :  ^* 
ami  if  thttfe  ei^tremes,  the  higheft  and  Ibweft  of  all  voca- 
tions, are  fervices  of  Grod ;  if  the  higheft  upon  that  fctM 
\m  tied  to  fe  sarHkih  diligence^.then  furely  aH  middle  places, 
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SERM.  upon  the  fame  account  of  confcience  toward  God^  do  e 

LW-     no  lefs. 
""""""**     If  he  that  hath  one  talent^  and  he  that  hath  ten,  i 
both  unprove  them  for  God's  intereft ;  then  he  that  1 
two,  or  three,  or  more,  is  obliged  to  the  fame  duty  ] 
portionably. 

Every  one  fhould  confider  the  world  as  the  famil] 
Eph.iu.i5.that  great   Paterfamilias,  of  whom  the  whole  famib) 
heaven  and  earth  is  named,  and  himfelf  as  an  offioei 
fervant  therein,  by  God's  will  and  defignation  confHtv 
in  that  employment,  into  which  Providence  hath  caft  h: 
to  confer,  in  his  order  and  way,  fomewhat  toward  a  p 
vifion  for  the  maintenance  of  himfelf,  and  of  his  felk 
Matt.  zzhr.  fervants.     Of  a  fuperior  officer  our  Lord  faith,  IVhe 
LcJce  xti.    ^^^  faithful  and  wife  fervant y  whom  his  Lord  haih  mi 
49.  ruler  over  his  houfehoU,  to  give  them  their  meat  in  due  J 

fonP  So  the  greateft  men  are  as  flewards,  treafure 
comptrollers,  or  purveyors ;  the  refl  are  inferior  fenran 
in  their  proper  rank  and  capacity. 

And  he  that  with  diligence  performeth  his  refpedi 

duty  (be  it  high  and  honourable,  or  mean  and  contemptil 

in  outward  appearance)  will  pleafe  God,  as  keeping  go 

order,  and  as  being  ufeful  to  his  fervice ;  fo  that,  up 

1  Cor.  xiv.  the  reckoning,  God  will  fay  to  him,  IVell  done,  good  oi 

Matt  XXV.  ./^'^^^^./^^^^»  '^°"  ^^  been  faithful  over  a  few  thing 

ai.  /  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things :  enter  thou  in 

the  joy  of  thy  Lord.    But  he  that  doeth  otherwife  (beha 

ing  himfelf  carelefsly  or  fluggiflily  in  his  buiinefs)  w 

offend  God,  as  committing  diforder,  and  as  being  unpr 

fitable. 

He  committeth  diforder,  according  to  that  of  St.  Pa\3 

3  Theff.  iii:  fVe  hear  there  arefome,  which  walk  among  you  diforderi 

*^*  not  working  at  all.    His  fentence  and  doom  will  be,  a 

Matt.  XXV.  cording  to  our  Lord,  0  thou  wicked  andflothfulfervanU 

ae,  80.       QqJi  ^f^  unprofitable  fervant  into  utter  darknefs ;  w&i 

words  are  fpbken  in  relation  to  one,  who  being  a  flatten 

or  fluggard  in  his  calling,  did  not  improve  the  fpeci 

talent  intrufled  with  him  for  God's  fervice. 

In  fine,  if  we  are  confcientioufly  indufirious  in  our.y< 
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cation,  we  fhall  afluredly  find  the  blefling  of  God  thereon;  SERM, 
and  that  he  thereby  will  convey  good  fuccefs,  comfort,  LII. 
competent  wealth,  a  fair  reputation,  all  defirable  good 
tmto  us  5  for  as  all  thefe  things  are  promife4  to  induftry, 
fo  the  promife  efpecially  doth  belong  to  that  induftry, 
which  a  man  doth  exercife  in  an  orderly  courfe  of  action 
in  his  own  way;  or  rather  in  God's  way,  wherein  divine 
Providence  hath  fet  him. 

•  An '  irregular  or  impertinent  laborioufnefs,  out  of  a 
nuBi^s  calling  or  fphere ;  a  being  diligent  in  other  men's 
affairs,  invading  their  office,  (as  if  I  a  prieft  will  be  trading, 
a  layman  preaching,)  may  not  claim  the  benefit  of  thofe 
[nromifes,  or  the  bleflings  of  induftry :  but  a  hufbandman, 
who,  with  confcientious  regard  to  God,  and  confidence  Prov.  x.  4. 
in  him,  is  painful  in  tilling  his  ground,  may  expeft  a  good**"'  ^^* 
crop;  a  merchant,  who  (upon  the  fame  principle,  with 
the  Eke  dilpofition)  eameftly  followeth  his  trade,  may 
hope  for  fafe  voyages  and  good  markets ;  a  prince  cate- 
foHy  minding  his  affairs  may  look  for  peace  and  profpe- 
rity  to  his  country;  a  fcholar  fhidying  hard  may  be  well 
iffined  of  getting  knowledge,  and  finding  truth ;  all,  who 
•wirii  honeft  diligence  conftantly  do  purfue  their  bufinefs, . 
may  confidently  and  cheerfully  hope  to  reap  the  advantages 
buiaJiAe  to  it  from  the  favourable  blefling  of  God.  So 
that  we  have  all  reafon  to  obferve  the  ApofUe's  precept, 
Not  to  hejlothful  in  htifinefs. 

I  fhould  apply  this  doftrine  to  our  own  cafe,  urging  its 
praAice  by  confiderations  peculiar  to  our  vocation :  but 
having  already  pafted  the  bounds  of  time,  I  referve  the 
doing  it  to  another  opportunity. 

Now  the  God  of  peace  JanSiify  you  wholly,  and  make  1  Thcff.  v. 
you  perfett  in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  ^\     ... 
you  that  which  is  well-pleafing  in  hisjight,  through  our  so. 
Uefled  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift;    to  whom  for  ever  be  all 
f^ory  and  praife.    Amen. 
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SERMON    LIII. 


OP  INDUSTRY  IN  OUR  PARTICULAR  CALUN 
AS  GENTLEMEN. 


RoM.  xii.  II. 

Notjlothful  in  Itijinefs. 

SERM.  I  HAVE  largely  treated  upon  the  duty  recommeAded 
^^^^'  this  precept,  and  urged  the  obfervance  of  it  in  general,  i 
a  diftance :  I  now  intend  more  particularly  and  dofidy  i 
apply  it>  in  reference  to  thofe  perfcms  who  feem  moi 
efpecially  obliged  to  it,  and  whofe  obferving  it  may  prot 
of  greateft  confequenco  to  public  good ;  the  which  appli 
cation  may  alfo  be  moft  fiutable  and  profitable  t6  this  an 
dience.  Thofe  perfons  are  of  two  forts  ;  the  one  Gentle 
men,  the  other  Scholars. 

I.  The  firft  place,  as  civility  demandeth,  we  affign  t 
Gentlemen,  or  perfons  of  eminent  rank  in  the  world,  wel 
allied,  graced  with  honour,  and  fiimifhed  with  wealth 
the  which  fort  of  perfons  I  conceive  in  a  high  degrei 
obliged  to  exercife  induftry  in  bufinefs.  > 

This  at  firft  hearing  may  feem  a  little  paradoxical  and 
ifarange ;  for  who  have  lefs  bufinefs  than  Gentktnea  ? 
who  do  need  lefs  induftry  thaifi  they  ?  He  that  hath  a 
fair  eftate,  and  can  live  on  his  means,  what  hath  he  to  do, 
what  labour  or  trouble  can  be  6Xa£ted  of  him^  what  lial}i 
he  to  think  on,  or  trouble  his  head  with,  but  how  to 
invent  recreations  and  paftimes  to  divert  himfelf,  and 
^nd  his  wafte  leifure  pleafantly?  Why  ftiould  not  he 
^  allowed  to  enjoy  himfelf^  and  the  benefits  which  na- 
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fare  or  fortune  have  freely  difpenfed  to  him,  as  he  thinketh  SERIL 
beft,  without  offence  ?   Why  may  he  not  fay  with  the     ^^^* 
rich  man  in  the  Gofpel,  Souly  thou  haft  much  goods  laid  up  Luke  <&. 
for  many  years;  take  thine  eapSy  eat,  drink j  and  be  merry P^^' 
Is  it  not  often  faid  by  the  Wife  Man,  that  there  is  ^o-Ecdrf.  a. 
thing  better  under  the  fun,  than  that  a  man  Jhould  makey,  is.  ▼!«! 
his  foul  to  enjoy  good  in  a  cheerfal  and  conifortable  fni-  ^*' 
ition  of  his  eftate  ?   According  to  the  paflable  notion  and 
definition.  What  is  a  Gentleman  but  his  pleajure  P  ^ 

If  this  be  true,  if  a  Gentleman  be  nothing  elfe  but  this, 
Aen  truly  he  is  a  fad  piece,  the  mod  inconfiderable,  the 
moft  defpkable,  the  moft  pitSul  and  wretched  creature  in 
the  world :  if  it  is  his  privilege  to  do  nothing,  it  is  his 
privilege  to  be  moft  unhappy ;  and  to  be  fo  will  be  his 
fate,  if  he  live  according  to  it ;  for  he  that  is  of  no  worth 
or  ufe,  who  produceth  no  beneficial  fruit,  who  performeth 
no  fervice  to  God,  cmp  to  the  world,  what  title  can  he  have 
tohappinefe?  What  capacity  thereof  ?  What  reward  can 
he  claim  ?  What  comfort  can  he  feel  ?  To  what  temp- 
tations is  he  expofed  !   What  guilts  will  he  incur ! 

But  in  truth  it  is  far  otherwife :  to  fuppofe  that  a  Gen- 
tleman is  loofe  from  bufinefs,  is  a  great  miftake ;  for  in- 
deed no  man  hath  more  to  do,  no  man  lieth  under  greater 
engagements  to  induftry  than  he. 

He  is  deeply  obliged  td  be  continually  bufy  in  more 
ways  than  other  men,  who  have  but  one  fimple  caUing 
OT  occupation  allotted  to  them;  and  that  upon  a  triple 
account;  in  refpeft  to  God,  to  thewx)iid,  and  to  him-* 
felf. 

I.  He  is  firft  obliged  to  continual  employment  in  re- 
fpeatoGod. 

He,  out  of  a  gratefrd  regard  to  divine  bounty  for  the 
eminency  of  his  ftadon,  adorned  with  dignity  and  repute, 
finr  the  plentiful  acconmiodations  and  comforts  of  his  Ufe, 
fior  his  exemption  from  thofe  pinching  wants,  thofe 
meaner  cares,  thofe  fordid  entertainments,  and  thofe  toil- 
fiMDe  drudgeries,  to  which  other  men  arefiibjeft,  is  bound 
to  be  more  diligent  in  CJod's  fervice,  employing^  all  the 
advaati^^  of  his  flate  to  the  g^bry  of  his  munificent  Be- 


f 


6o    Oflndufiry  in  our  particular  CalUt^,  Us  Genihm 

8ERM.  ne&Aor,  to  whofe  good  providence  alon6  he  doth 
^^^^'    them ;  for  who  maketh  him  to  differ  from  another  ?   . 
I  Cor.  iv.    what  hath  he  that  he  did  not  receive  fix)m  Gkxl's 
^'  bounty  ? 

In  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  his  fortune,   his  fa 

{hould  be  enlarged  with  a  thankful  fenfe  of  God's  gc 

nefs  to  him;  his  mouth  fhould  ever  be  filled  with 

knowledgment  and  praife;  he  fhould  always  be  read; 

exprefs  his  grateful  refentment  of  fo  great  and  pecii 

obligations. 

He  ihould  dedicate  larger  portions  of  that  free  leil 

which  God  hath  granted  to  him,  in  waiting  upon  G 

and  conftant  performances  of  devotion. 

He,  in  frequently  refle£Ung  on  the  particular  am 

favours  of  God  to  him,  fhould  imitate  the  holy  Pfaln] 

that  illuftrious  pattern  of  great  and  fortunate  men ;  U 
]Hal.lzxi.  ing  after  him,  with  his  fpirit  and  difpofition  of  foul ;  T> 
**•  hqfi  brought  me  to  great  honour,  and  comforted  me  onevi 

Jide ;  therefore  will  J  praife  thee  and  thy  faithfulnefs, 

God. 
Pfid.  zzx.       Lordy  by  thy  favour  thou  haft  made  my  mountain 
7.  xxxi.  9'  flandjirong :  Thou  hajifet  my  feet  in  a  large  room  :  Th 

prepareft  a  table  before  me  : — Thou  anointeft  my  head  ti/i 
Pikl.  xzx.  oil,  my  cup  runneth  over ; — to  the  end  that  my  glory  m* 
j2.  xvi.  5,  jifig  praife  unto  thee,  and  not  be  flent :  The  Lord  is  t 

portion  of  mine  inheritance,  and  of  my  cup;  thou  maintai 

eft  my  lot.    The  lines  are  fallen  unto  me  in  pleafant  plaa 

yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage ;  therefore  I  will  blefs  t 

Lord. 

In  conceiving  fuch  meditations,  his  head  and  his  hei 

fhould  conflantly  be  employed;  as  alfo  in  contriving  wa 

of  declaring  and  difcharging  real  gratitude ;  afking  hii 
Pf.cxvi.i3.felf,  What  fhall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefit 

What  fhall  I  render  to  him,  not  only  as  a  man,  for  ; 
^   the  gifts  of  nature;  as  a  Chriflian,  for  all  the  bleffings 

grace ;  but  as  a  Gentleman  alfo,  for  the  many  advantag 

of  this  my  condition,  beyond  fo  many  of  my  brethren,  1 

fpeci^  Providence  indulged  to  me  ? 

He  hath  all  the  common  duties  of  piety,  of  charity. 
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fobriety,  to  difcharge  with  fidelity;  for  being  a  Gentleman  SERlil 
doth  not  exempt  him  from  being  a  Chriftian,  but  rather    I^^^^* 
Hiore  ftriaiy.  doth  engage  him  to  be  fuch  in  a  higher  de-  ' 

gree  than  others ;  it  is  an  obligation  peculiarly  incumbent 
on  him,  in  return  for  God's  peculiar  favours,  to  pay  Grod 
all  due  obedience,  and  to  exercife  himfelf  in  all  good 
works ;  difobedience  being  a  more  heinous  crime  in  him 
than  in  others,  who  have  not  fuch  encouragements  to 
ferve  God, 

His  obedience  may  be  inculcated  by  thofe  arguments 
which  Jofhua  and  Samuel  did  ufe  in  preffing  it  on  the 
Ifraelites ;    Only^  faid  Samuel,  fear  the  Lord,  and  ferve  \  Sam.  zii. 
km  in  truth ;  for  conjidier  how  great  things  God  hath  done^*' 
for  you.     And,  I  have  given  you,  faith  God  by  Jofhua,  aJofli.«lY. 
land  for  which  ye  did  not  labour,  and  cities  which  ye  built    ' 
no( ;  and  ye  dwell  in  them :  of  the  vineyards  and  olive^ 
yards  which  ye  planted  not,  do  ye  eat.    Now  therefore  fear 
the  Lord,  and  ferve  him  infncerity  and  in  truth. 

His  difobedience  may  be  aggravated,  as  Nehemiah  did 
that  of  the  IfraeUtes :  They  tookjirong  cities  and  a  fat ^thcm.ix, 
land,  and  pojfejfed  houfes  full  of  *  all  goods,  wells  digged,^ll^\,^^ 
meyards  and  oliveyards,  and  fruit-trees  in  abundance  ;  fo  Pfal.cvi.  6. 
they  did  eat  and  were  filled,  and  became  fat  \  and  delighted  zz^'xvu 
themselves  in  thy  great  goodnefs :  neverthelefs  they  were'^' 
difobedient,  and  rebelled  again/1  thee,  and  cq/i  thy  law  be-  17. 
hind  their  backs — They  have  not  ferved  thee  in  their  king-  ^  ^*"'  **^* 
dom,  and  in  thy  great  goodnefs,  which  thou  gave/i  them;  1  Kings 
neither  turned  they  from  their  wicked  works.  *^**       * 

A  Gentleman  hath  more  talents' committed  to  him,  and 
confequently  more  employment  required  of  him:  if  a 
niftic  labourer,  or  a  mechanic  artifan,  hath  one  talent,  a 
Gentleman  hath  ten ;  he  hath  innate  vigour  of  fpirit,  and 
height  of  courage  fortified  by  ufe ;  he  hath  accomplifh' 
ment  and  refinement  of  parts  by  liberal  education;  he 
hath  the  fuccours  of  parentage,  alliance,  and  friendfhip; 
he  hath  wealth,  he  hath  honour,  he  hath  power  and  au- 
thority, he  hath  command  of  time  and  leifure;  he  hathy^,y^,;^ 
fo  many  precious  and  ufeful  talents  intrufted  to  him,  not  90. 
to  be  wrapped  up  in  a  napkin,  or  hidden  under  gfounds^^""* 


1  Tim.  vi. 
17,  18, 
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SBRM.  not  to  be  fquandered  away  in  piivate  fatUfift&ki|i 
^^^'  fo^  negotiation,  to  be  put  out  to  ufc,  to  be  impi|| 
n(N»7/M».  the  moft  advantageous  way  to  God's  fervice.  B| 
LuJeT^z  ^^'^^  ^^  require  a  particular  care  and  pwis  to  nai 
18.        '  weU.  i 

Bmf^^'  ^^  particularly  is  God's  fieward^  intnified  with< 
Matt.  zzT.  fubftance  for  the  fufienance  and  fupply  of  God's  i 
Mitt!  zzY.  to  relieve  his  feUow-fervants  in  their  need,  upon  fed 
^*V^  .occafions,  by  hofpitality,  mercy,  and  charitable  ! 
iir^0»rm  cciice ;  accordiiig  to  that  intimation  of  our  Lord^  J 
ifSw  xu.  ^^f^i^hf^  ^^  wifejkward,  whom  his  Lord  JhA 
43.  nder  of  his  hou/ehold,  to  give  them  their  portion  am 

in  duefeqfonP  And  according  to  thofe  apoftolici 
^^^»  cepts,  jis  every  one  hath  received  a  gift,  (or  fpecial  fi 
10^  evenfo  minifier  the  fame  to  one  another,  as  goodfiem 

the  manifold  grace  of  God :  and.  Charge  the  rich 
world, — that  they  do  good,  that  they  be  rich  in  good 
ready  to  di/irilmte,  willing  to  communicate- 

And  he  that  is  ^obliged  to  purvey  for  fo  many, 
to  abound  in  good  works,  how  can  he  ^want  bu 
How  can  he  pretend  to  a  writ  ofeafe  ? 

Surely  that  Gentleman  is  very  blind,  and  very 
of  invention,  who  is  to  feek  for  work  fit  for  him,  f 
not  eafily  difcem  many  employments  belonging  t 
of  great  concern  and  confequence. 

It  is  eafy  to  prompt  and  fliew  him  many  bufinef 
dilpenfably  belonging  to  him,  as  fuch. 

It  is  his  bufinefs  to  minifter  relief  to  his  poor 
hours,  in  their  wants  and  diftrefles,  by  his  wealth, 
hia  bufinefs  to  direft  and  advife  the  ignorant,  to  c 
the  affli^bd,  to  reclaim  the  wicked,  and  encoura 
good,  by  his  wifdom.  It  is  his  bufinefs  to  prot< 
weak,  to  refcue  the  oppreffed,  to  eafe  thofe  who 
under  heavy- burdens,  by  his  powers  to  be  fuch  2 
Job  xzzi.  tieman  and  fo  employed  as  Job  was ;  who  did  not 
morfsl  alone,  fo  that  thefatherlefs  did  not  eat  thereoj 
did^not  withhold  the  poor  from  their  de/ire,or  caufe  t 
i9r~*~'  t^  the  widow  to  fail;  who  did  not  fee  any  peri/kfo 
J^*"**    of  dotlpmg, or  a:ny  poor  without  covering;  who  de 
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the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  fatherlefs,  and  him  that  had  SEEIL 
none  to  help  him.  LIII. 

It  is  his  bufioefs  to  be  hofpUable ;  kind  and  helpful  to  i  Pet  it.  9. 
(Icangers;   following  thofe  noble  Gentlemen,  Abraham  ^^^•**"* 
and  Lot,  who  were  fo  ready  to  invite  and  entertain  Aran-  Rom.  xH. 
gers  with  bountiful  courtefy.  J^  ^j.^ 

It  is  his  bufinefs  to  maintain  peace,  and  appeafe  diflen- 1*  »<•  i* 
fioos  among  his  neighbours,  inteipofing  his  counfel  and 
authority  in  order  thereto :  whereto  he  hath  that  brave 
Qentfeman,  Mofes,  lecommended  for  his  pattern.  Exod.  iu 

•  It  is  his  bufinefs  to  promote  the  welfare  and  profperity^^  ^^ 
of  his  country  with  his  beft  endeavours,  and  by  all.  his  in- as. 
tereft;    in  which  praftice  the  facred  Hiftory  doth  pro- (Juds.T»9.) 
pound  divers  gallant  Gentleman  ( Jofeph,  Mofes,  Samuel, 
Nehemiah,  Daniel,  Mordecai,  and  all  fuch  renowned  pa-> 
triots)  to  guide  him. 

It  is  his  bufinefs  to  govern  his  family  well;  to  educate Joih.  xxhr. 
his  <^dren  in  piety  and  virtue;  to  keep  his  iervants  m^j[|  ^.j^ 
good  order. 

It  is  his  bufinefs  to  look  to  his  eftate,  and  to  keep  it 
from  wafting ;  that  he  may  fuflain  the  irepute  of  his  p^- 
fon  and  quality  with  decency ;  that  he  may  be  fiimifhed 
with  ability  to  do  goodj  may  provide  well  for  his  fEunily^ 
may  be  hofpitable,  may  have  wherewith  to  help  his  bre- 
thren; for  if,  according  to  St.  Paul's  injunction,  a  man 
ibould  work  with  his  own  hands,  that  he  may  have  fome^MtTtiOiMu. 
what  to  impart  to  him  that  needeth,  then  muft  he  thab^^  »w.2t. 
hath  an  eflate  be  careful,  to  pieferve  it>  for  the  fame  good 
purpofe. 

It  is  his  bufinefs  to  cultivate  his  mind  with  knowledge,, 
with  generous  difpofitions,  with  all  worthy  accomplifh- 
mentt  befitting  his  condition,  and  qualifying  him  for  hor 
Dourable  a^on;  fo  that  he  may  excel,. and  bear  bimfelf 
above  the  vulgar  level,  no  lefs  in.  real  inward  worth,  dian 
jaeacteriorgarb;  that  he  be  not  a.  Gentleman  merely  iir 
■ameorihew. 

It  ia  his  bufinefs  (and  that  no  flight  or  eafy.  bufinefs)  to^^^ 
Musw  the  vioe8>  to  check  the  paffions>  to  vi^hfland  the  bus  non 
tamptaiiooay  to  whioh  Us  oondition.it .Uable;.  taking  heed^.     "'^ 
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S£RM.  that  his  wealthy  honour^  and  power  do  not  betray  him; 
Ull.    unto  pride^  infolence,  or  contempt  of  his  poorer  brethroi;. 
unto  injufiice  or  oppreffion ;  unto  luxury  and  riotous  ex- 
cels ;  unto  floth^  ftupidity,  forgetfiibiefs  of  God^  and  irre- 
ligious profJEinenefs. 

It  is  a  bufinefs  efpecially  incumbent  on  him  to  be  care- 
ful of  his  ways^  that  they  may  have  good  influence  on 
others^  who  are  apt  to  look  upon  him  as  their  guide  and 
pattern. 

He  fhould  labour  and  ftudy  to  be  a  leader  unto  virtoe,- 
and  a  notable  promoter  thereof;  direding  and  exciting 
men  thereto  by  his  exemplary  converfation ;  encouraging 
tliem  by  his  countenance  and  authority ;  rewarding  the. 
goodnefs  of  meaner  people  by  his  bounty  and  favour  :* 
he  fhould  be  fuch  a  Grentleman  as  Noah^  who  preached 
righteoujhefs  by  his  words  and  works  before  a  profeme 
world. 

Such  particular  affairs  hath  every  perfon  of  quality, 
credit^  wealthy  and  intereft^  allotted  to  him  by  God^  and 
laid  on  him  as  duties ;  the  which  to  difcharge  faithfully, 
will  enough  employ  a  man,  and  doth  require  induifay^: 
much  care,  much  pains ;  excluding  (loth  and  negligence: 
fo  that  it  is  impoffible  for  a  fluggard  to  be  a  worthy  G«i- 
tleman,  virtuoufly  difpofed,  a  charitable  neighbour,  a 
good  patriot,  a  good  hufband  of  his  efiate ;  any  thing  of 
that,  to  which  God,  by  fetting  him  in  fuch  a  flation, 
doth  call  him. 

Thus  is  a  Gentleman  obliged  to  induftry  in  refpe£t.  of 
God,  who  juftly  doth  exa£t  thofe  labours  of  piety,  cha* 
rity,  and  all  virtue  from  him.  Farther, 
-  2.  He  hath  alfo  obligations  to  mankind,  demanding 
induftry  from  him,  upon  accounts  of  common  humanity, 
equity,  and  ingenuity  5  for, 

:  How  can  he  fairly  fubfift  upon  the  common  induftry  of 
mankind,  without  bearing  a  fhare  thereof?  How  can  he 
well  (atisfy  himfelf  to  dwell  ftatelily,  to  feed  daintily,  to. 
be  finely  clad,  to  maintain  a  pompous  retinue,  merely 
upon  the  fweat  and  toil  of  others,  without  himfelf  len- 
Mjk^     ..   dering^  a.compenfation,  or  making  fome  competent  n- 
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turns  of  .care  and  pain,  redounding  to  the  good  of  his  SERM* 
neighbour  ?  ^^^^• 

How  can  he  juftly  claim,  or  reafonably  expeft  from 
the  world  the  refpeft  agreeable  to  his  rank,  if  he  doth 
not  by  worthy  performances  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  it? 
Can  men  be  obliged  to  regard  thofe,  from  whom  they 
receive  no  good  ? 

If  no  Gentleman  be  tied  to  ferve  the  public,  or  to 
yielii'  help  in  fudaining  the  common  burdens,  and  fup- 
plying  the  needs  of  mankind,  then  is  the  whole  order 
merely  a  burden,  and  an  offence  to  the  world;  a  race 
of  drones,  a  pack  of  cyphers  in  the  commonweaJth, 
(binding  for  nothing,  deferving  no  confideration  or  re- 
gard: and  if  any  are  bound,  then  all  are;  for  why 
ihcmkl  the  whole  burden  lie  on  fome,  while  others  are 
exempted  ? 

It  is  indeed  fuppofed,  that  all  are  bound  thereto,  feeing 
that  all  have  recompenfes  publicly  allowed  to  them  upon 
liich  confiderations ;  divers  refpe£ts  and  privileges  pecu- 
liar to  the  order,  grounded  upon  this  fuppofition,  that 
Uiey  deferve  fuch  advantages  by  conferring  notable  be- 
nefit to  the  public;  the  which  indeed  it  were  an  arro- 
gance to  feek,  and  an  iniquity  to  accept  for  doing  no- 


It  is  an  infufTerable  pride  for  any  man  to  pretend  or 
conceit  himfelf  to  differ  fo  much  from  his  brethren,  that 
he  may  be  allowed  to  live  in  eafe  and  floth,  while  the 
left  of  mankind  are  fubje£l  to  continual  toil  and  trouble. 
Moreover, 

3.  A  Gentleman  is  bound  to  be  induftrious  for  his  own 
&ke;  it  is  a  duty  which  he  oweth  to  himfelf,  to  his  ho- 
nour, to  his  intereft,  to  his  welfare.  He  cannot  without 
induftry  continue  like  himfelf,  or  maintain  the  honour 
and  repute  becoming  his  quality  and  (late,  or  fecure  him- 
felf from  con^tempt  and  difgrabe ;  for  to  be  honourable 
and  flothfiil  are  things  inconfiflent,  feeing  honour  doth 
not  grow,  nor  can  fubfifl  without  undertaking  worthy 
deBgns,  cMftantly  purfuing  them,  apd  happily  achieving 
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SERM.  them ;  it  is  the  fruit  and  reward  of  fuch  a^iona^  which 
^^'*'    are  not  performed  with  eafe. 

External  refpefl:  and  a  femblance  of  honour,  for  the 
fake  of  public  order,  may  be  due  to  an  exterior  rank  or 
title :  but  to  pay  this,  is  not  to  honour  the  perfon,  but 
his  title ;  becaufe  it  is  fuppofed,  that  men  of  real  worth 
and  ufe  do  bear  it ;  or  left,  by  refufing  it  to  one,  the- 
whole  order  may  feem  difrefpefted:  but  yet  true  honour^ 
or  mental  elleem,  is  not  due  upon  fuch  accounts ;  nor  ia 
it  poffible  to  render  it  unto  any  perfon,  who  doth  not  by 
worthy  qualities  and  good  deeds  appear  to  merit  it. 

Nor  can  a  Gentleman  without  induftry  uphold  his 
real  interefts  againft  the  attempts  of  envy,  of  treacherjry 
of  flattery,  of  fycophantry,  of  avarice,  to  which  his  eon* 
dition  is  obnoxious :  to  preferve  his  wealth  and  eftatc^ 
which  are  the  fupports  of  his  quality,  he  muft  eodui^ 
care  and  pains;  otherwife  he  will  by  greedy  harpies  and 
crafty  lurchers  be  rifled  or  cozened  of  his  fubftance ;  it 
will  of  itfelf  go  to  wreck,  and  be  embezzled  by  n^li- 
gence. 

He  cannot  without  induftry  guard  his  perfonal  wel&ie 
from  manifold  inconveniences,  moleftations,  and  naif- 
chiefs  ;  idlenefs  itfelf  will  be  very  troubldfome  and  lA- 
fome  to  him.  His  time  will  lie  upon  his  hands,  as  a  prf* 
tering  incumbrance.  His  mind  will  be  infefted  with  ?a- 
rious  diftrad:ions  and  diftempers ;  vain  and  fad  thoughts^ 
foul  luils,  and  unquiet  paffions  will  fpring  up  therein,  69 
weeds  in  a  neglefted  foil.  His  body  will  languiih  and 
become  deflitute  of  health,  of  vigour,  of  aftivity,  for  want 
of  due  exercife.  Ail  the  mifchiefs,  which  naturally  do 
fpring  from  floth  and  ftupidity,  will  feize  upon  him. 

4.  Thus,  upon  various  accounts,  a  Gentleman  is  en-* 
gaged  to  bufinefs,  and  concerned  to  exercife  induftry 
therein :  we  may  add,  that  indeed  the  very  nature  of 
gentility,  or  the  true  notion  of  a  Gentleman,  doth  imply 
fo  much.  .  - 

For  what,  I  pray,  is  a  Gentleman^  what  properties  hath 
he^  what  qualities  are  charaderiftical  or  .pec:i:^r  to  bin^ 
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whereby  he  is  diftinguifhed  from  others^  and  raifed  above  SERM. 
the  ^nilgar?  Are  they  not  efpecially  two,  courage  and  ^"*' 
courtefy  ?  which  he  that  wanteth  is  not  otherwife  than 
equivocally  a  Gentleman,  as  an  image  or  a  carcafe  is  a 
man ;  without  which,  gentility  in  a  confpicuous  degree  is 
Bo  more  than  a  vain  fliow,  or  an  empty  name :  and  thefe 
fdainly.db  involve  induftry,  do  exclude  (lothfulnefs ;  for 
courage  doth  prompt  boldly  to  undertake,  and  refolutely 
to  Afpatch  great  enterprizes  and  emplojnments  of  diffi-^ 
culty :  it  is  not  feen  in  a  flaunting  garb,  or  ftrutting  de- 
portment; not  in  heftorly,  ruffian-like  fwa^ering  or 
huffing ;  not  in  high  looks  or  big  words;  but  in  ftout  and 
gallant  deeds,  employing  vigour  of  mind  and  heart  to 
l^chieve  them :  how  can  a  man  otherwife  approve  himfelf 
fstr  bourageous,  than  by  flgnaUzing  himfelf  in  fuch  a 
way  ?  ■ 

And  for  courtefy,  how  otherwife  can  it  be  well  dif* 
{dajred  than  in  fedulous  activity  for  the  good  of  men  2 
It  iurely  doth  not  oonii^  in  modifh  forms  of  addneis,  or 
oomplimental  expreilions,  or  hollow  profeflions,  common-r 
if  void  of  meaning,  or  of  fincerity  ;  but  in  real  peiform- 
a&ces  of  beneficence,  when  occafion  doth  invite,  and  in 
wiuting  for  i^portimities  to  do  good ;  the  which  practice 
18  accompanied  with  fome  care  and  pain,  adding  a  price 
to  it ;  for  an  eafy  courtefy  is  therefore  fmall,  becaufe  eafy, 
and  may  be  deemed  to  proceed  rather  from  ordinary  hu- 
manity, than  from  gentle  difpofition ;  fo  that,  in  fine,  he 
alone  doth  appear  truly  a  Gentleman,  who  h^th  the  heart 
to  undergo  hard  taflcs  for  public  good,  and  willingly 
taketh  pains  to  oblige  hits  neighbours  and  friends. 

5.  The  work  indeed  of  Gentlemen  is  not  fo  grofs,  but 
it  may  be  as  fmart  and  painful,  as  any  other.  For  all 
hard  work  is  not  manual ;  there  are  other  inftruments  of 
a^on  befide  the  plough,  the  fpade,  the  hammer,  the 
(Inittle :  nor  doth  every  work  produce  fweat,  and  vifible 
tiring  of  body :  the  head  may  work  hard  in  contrivance  of 
good  defigns ;  the  tongue  may  be  very  aftive  in  difpenf- 
ing  advice,  perfuafion^  comfort,  and  edification  in  virtue ; 
a  maa  inay  beftir  hiiufelf  in  going  about  to  do  good :  thefe 
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SERM.  are  works  employing  the  cleanly  induftry  of  a  Genf 
^"^-    man. 


6.  In  fuch  works  it  was,  that  the  trueft  and  greai 
pattern  of  gentility  that  ever  was,  did  employ  him£ 
Who  was  that  ?   Even  our  Lord  himfelf ;  for  he  had 
particular  trade  or  profeffion :  no  man  can  be  more  Id 
from  any  engagement  to  the  world  than  he  was  ;  no  xt 
had  lefs  need  of  bufinefs  or  pdns-taking  than  he ;  for 
had  a  vaft  efiate,  being  heir  of  all  thingSj  all  the  wo 
bdng  at  his  difpofal;   yea,  infinitely  more,  it  being 
his  power  with  a  word  to  create  whatever  he  would 
ferve  his  need,  or  fatisfy  his  pleafure ;  omnipotency  bei 
his  treafure  and  fupply ;  he  had  a  retinue  of  angels 
wsdt  on  him,  and  minifter  to  him ;  whatever  fufficien 
Ifa.  Hii.  11.  any  man  can  fancy  to  himfelf  to  difpenfe  with  hit  takii 
puns,  that  had  he  in  a  far  higher  degree :  yet  did  he  fii 
work  for  himfelf,  and  continually  was  employed  in  pe 
forming  fervice  to  God,  and  imparting  benefits  to  mei 
nor  was  ever  induftry  exercifed  upon  earth  comparabljB 
his. 

Gentlemen  therefore  would  do  well  to  make  him  tl 
pattern  of  their  life,  to  whofe  induftry  they  muft  be  \k 
holden  for  their  falvation :  in  order  whereto  we  recon 
mend  them  to  his  grace. 


SERMON    LIV. 


OF  INDUSTRY  IN  OUR  PARTICULAR  CALLING, 
AS  SCHOLARS, 


Rom.  xii.  ii. 

Notjlothful  in  lufinefs. 

I  PROCEED  to  the  other  fort  of  perfons,  whom  we  did  SERM. 
propound,  namely,  LIV. 

II.  Scholars ;  and  that  on  them  particularly  great  en-  ' 

gagements  do  lie  to  be  induffaious,  is  mod  evident  from 
various  confiderations. 

The  nature  and  defign  of  this  calling  doth  fuppofe  in- 
duftry ;  the  matter  and  extent  of  it  doth  require  induftry ; 
the  worth  of  it  doth  highly  defer\'e  induftry.  We  are  in 
fpecial  gratitude  to  God,  in  charity  to  men,  in  due  regard 
to  ourfelves,  bound  unto  it. 

I.  Firft,  I  fay,  the  nature  and  defign  of  our  calling 
doth  fuppofe  induftry :  There  is,  faith  the  divine  Preacher,  Ecclcf.  H. 
a  man  whofe  labour  is  in  wifdom,  in  knowledge j  and  in'^^* 
equity.  Such  men  are  Scholars ;  fo  that  we  are  indeed 
no  Scholars,  but  abfurd  ufurpers  of  the  name,  if  we  are 
not  laborious ;  for  what  is  a  Scholar,  but  one  who  retir- 
cth  his  perfon,  and  avocateth  his  mind  from  other  occu- 
pations, and  worldly  entertainments,  that  he  may  a;p^oXa- 
Jfiv,  vacare  Jiudiis,  employ  his  mind  and  leifure  on  ftudy  , 

and  learning,  in  the  fearch  of  truth,  the  queft  of  know-  *h  r«^;«       | 
ledge,   the  improvement  of  his  reafon.    Wherefore  anj^^J^JT*^  ' 
idle  fcholar,  a  lazy  ftudent,  a  fluggifh  man  of  learnings  is  f%«^«^ 
nonfenfe.  xxxviM.  24. 
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SERM.      What  is  learnings  but  a  diligent  attendance  to  inffaruc 
LIV.     tion  of  mafters,  {killed  in  any  knowledge,  and  conveyinj 

'  their  notions  to  us  in  word  or  writing  ? 

What  is  ftudjTj  but  an  eameft,  fteady,  perfevering  ap 
plication  of  mind  to  fome  matter,  on  which  we  fix  ou 
thoughts,  with  intent  to  fee  through  it  ?    What  in  Solo 

j>rov,  ji.  3.  mon's  language  are  thefe  fcholaftic  occupations,  but  in 
dining  the  ear,  and  applying  our  heart  to  under/ianding  i 
than  which  commonly  there  is  nothing  ihore  laborious 
more  draining  nature,  and  more  tiring  our  fpirits;  whena 
it  is  well  compared  to  the  moft  painful  exercifes  of  bod] 
and  foul. 

The  Wife  Man,  advifing  men  to  feek  wifdom,  th< 
which  is  the  proper  defign  of  our  calling,  doth  intimat 
that  work  to  be  like  digging  in  the  mines  for  filver,  ani 
like  fearching  all  about  for  concealed  treafure;  tluu 
which  there  can  hardly  be  any  more  difficult  and  pailifii 

Prov*a.  4,  tafk:  Iff  faith  he,  thou  feekeji  her  as  filvetj  andfearch^ 
for  her  as  for  hid  treafures,  then  Jhalt  thou  underftaAd.-^ 
Otherwhere  he  compareth  the  fame  work  to  affiduott 
watching  and  waiting,  like  that  of  a  guard  or  a  client^ 

Prov.viii.  which  are  the  greateft  inftances  of  diligence;  Bl^ed^ 
faith  he,  (or  Wifdom  by. him  faith,  BlefTed)  is  the  min 
that  hearetk  me^  watching  daily  at  my  gales,  waiting  <ii 
the  pojis  of  my  doors. 

Wherefore,  if  we  will  approve  ourfelves  to  be  what  we 
are  called,  and  what  we  pretend  to  be;  if  we  will  avoid 
being  impoftors,  affuming  a  name  not  due  to  us,  we  muft 
hot  be  flothful.     Farther, 

2.  The  matter  and  extent  of  our  bufinefs  doth  require 
induftry  from  us :  the  matter  of  it,  which  is  truth  and 
knowledge ;  the  extent,  which  is  very  large  and  com- 
f  rehenfive,  taking  in  all  truth,  all  knowledge,  worthy  om 
•ftudy,  and  ufeful  for  the  defigns  of  it. 

Our  bufinefs  is  to  find  truth  ;  the  which,  even  in  mat- 
ters of  high  importance,  is  not  eafily  to  be  difcovercd 
being  as  a  vein  of  filver,  encompaflcd  with  earth  an) 
mixed  with  drofs,  deeply  laid  in  the  obfcurity  of  thii^ 
wrapt  up  in  falfe  appearances,  entangled  with  objeSions 
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and  perplexed  with  debates;  being  therefore  not  readily  8£&M, 
difcoverable,  efpecially  by  itiinds  clouded  with  prejudices,  ^V*. 
lufts,  paffions,  partial  afie^tions,  appetites  of  honour  and 
intereft;  whence  to  defcry  it  requireth  the  moft  curious 
obfervation  iand  folicitous  circumfpe£tion  that  can  be ; 
together  with  great  pains  in  the  preparation  and  purga* 
tkm  of  our  minds  toward  the  inquiry  of  it. 

Our  bufinefs  is  to  attain  knowledge,  not  concerning 
obvious  and  vulgar  matters,  but  about  fublime,  abftruTe, 
intricate,  and  knotty  fubjefb,  remote  from  common  ob- 
fervation and  fenfe ;  to  get  fiire  and  exa£l  notions  about 
which  will  try  the  beft  forces  of  our  mind  with  their 
tttmoft  endeavours ;  in  firmly  fettling  principles,  in  ftri&Iy 
deducing  confequences,  in  orderly  digefting  conclufions, 
in  fiuthiiilly  retaining  what  we  learn  by  our  contempla- 
tkm  and  fiudy. 

And  if  to  get  a  competent  knowledge  about  a  few 
things,  or  to  be  reafonably  (kilful  in  any  fort  of  learning, 
be  difficult,  how  much  induftry  doth  it  require  to  be  well 
fcen  in  many,  or  to  have  waded  through  the  vaft  compafs 
of  learning,  in  no  part  whereof  a  Scholar  may  conveni- 
•nily  or  handfomely  be  ignorant ;  feeing  there  is  fuch  a 
connection  of  things,  and  dependence  of  notions,  that  one 
part  of  learning  doth  confer  light  to  another,  that  a  man 
Can  hardly  weU  underftand  any  thing  without  knowing 
divers  other  things;  that  he  will  be  a  lame  Scholar, 
vAo  hath  not  an  infight  into  many  kinds  of  knowledge ; 
that  he  can  hardly  be  a  good  Scholar,  who  is  not  a  ge- 
neral one. 

To  underftand  fo  many  languages,  which  are  the  fhells 
of  knowledge ;  to  comprehend  fo  many  fciences,  full  o£ 
various  theorems  and  problems ;  to  perufe  fo  many  hifto- 
lies  of  ancient  and  modem  times;  to  know  the  world, 
both  natural  and  human ;  to  be  acquainted  with  the  va- 
rious inventions,  inquiries,  opinions,  and  controverfies  of 
learned  men ;  to  fldll  the  arts  of  expreffing  our  mind,  and 
imparting  our  conceptions  with  advantage,  fo  as  to  in- 
finift  or  perfuade  others ;  thefe  are  works  indeed,  which 
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SEHM.  will  exercife  and  ftr^  all  our  faculties  (our  TeafoDf  Wt 

LIV.     fancy,  our  memory)  in  painful  ftudy. 
""""""^^       The  knowledge  of  fuch  things  is  not  innate  to  us;  It 
doth  not  of  itfelf  fpring  up  in  our  minds ;  it  is  not  any 
ways  incident  by  chance,  or  infufed  by  grace^  (except 
rarely  by  miracle;)  common  obfervation  doth  not  produce 
it ;  it  cannot  be  purchafed  at  any  rate,  except  by  that,  for 
Dii  labori-  which  it  was  faid  of  old,  the  gods  fell  all  things,  that  is 
▼cndunt!'*  ^^^  pains ;  without  which,  the  beft  wit  and  greateft  capa- 
city may  not  render  a  man  learned,  as  the  beft  foil  will 
not  yield  good  fruit  or  grain,  if  they  be  not  planted  or 
fown  therein. 

Confider,  if  you  pleafe,  what  a  fcholar  Solomon  wa»  - 

befide  his  (kill  in  politics,  which  was  his  principal  fiaculty 

and  profeffion,  whereby  he  did  with  admirable  dexterity 

and  prudence  manage  the  affairs  of  that  great"  kingdoin, 

1  Kings  w^  judging  his  people,  and  dijceming  what  was  good  and  btvi  J 

accurately  difpenfing  juftice;    fettling  his  country  in    a 

moft  flourifhing  ftate  of  peace,  order,  plenty,  and  wealth  ; 

1  Kings  iv.  largely  extending  his  territory ;  fo  that  his  wifdom  of  this 

X.  27. '       kind  was  famous  over  the  earth  :  befide,  I  fay,  this  civil 

1  Kings  iv.  wifdom,  he  had  an  exquifite  (kill  in  natural  philofophy 

1  Kings X.  and  medicine;  for  He  fpake  of  trees,  or  plants, ^om  the 

1 'k  n    iv  ^^^^^  '^^'  ^^  ^^  Lebanon,  even  unto  the  hjiffop  thatfpringeik 

33.  out  of  the  wall :  he  fpake  alfo  of  heajis,  and  of  fowl,  and  of 

creeping  things,  and  of  fifties. 

.He  was  well  verfed  in  mathematics;  for  it  is  faid^ 
1  Kings  iv.  Solomon's  ivfdom  excelled  the  wifdom  of  all  the  childr^^ 
of  the  eaJi'Country,  and  all  the  wifdom  of  Egypt ;  the  w^if' 
dom  of  which  nations  did  confifl  in  thofe  fciences.  Ai^"^ 
of  his  mechanic  (kill  he  left  for  a  monument  the  moft 
glorious  flrufture  that  ever  ftood  on  earth. 

He  was  very  ikilful  in  poetry  and  mufic;  for  he  di^ 
1  Kings  iv.  himfelf  compofe  above  a  thoifand  fongs ;  whereof  one  y^'t 
"^'  extant  declareth  the  loftinefs  of  his  fancy,  the  richnefs    ^* 

his  vein,  and  the  elegancy  of  his  ftyle. 

He  had  great  ability  in  rhetoric ;  according  to  that  i*^ 

Wifd.  vii.    Wifdom,  God  granteth  me  to  fpeak  as  I  would  5  and  tb^* 
35. 
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in  Ecclefiaftes,  T/ie  Preacher  fought  to  find  out  acceptable  SERM. 
words  ;  a  great  inftance  of  which  faculty  we  have  in  that    ^^^* 
admirable  prayer  of  his  compofure  at  the  dedication  of  Ecclef.  xii. 

the  Temple.  ...     1  Kings 

He  did  wonderfully  excel  in  ethics ;  concerning  which  viii. 
hejpake  three  thoufand  proverbsy  or  moral  aphorifms;  and^  Kings  !▼. 
moreover^  faith  Ecclefiaftes,  becaufe  the  Preacher  was  un/e,  Ecclef.  xii, 
he  Jlill  taught  the  people  knowledge 'j  yea^  he  gave  good^' 
heed  J  and  fought  out,  and  Jet  in  order  many  proverbs  ;  the 
which  did  contain  a  great  variety  of  notable  obfen'^ations, 
and  ufeful  direftions  for  common  life,  couched  in  pithy 
expreffions. 

As  for  theology,  as  the  ftudy  of  that  was  the  chief P'^^-  "•  *> 
ftudy  to  which  he  exhorteth  others,  (as  to  the  heady  or 
principal  part,  ofwifdom,)  fo  queftionlefs  he  was  himfelf 
moft  converfant  therein ;  for  proof  whereof  he  did  leave 
fo  many  excellent  theorems  and  precepts  of  divinity  to 
us. 

In  fine,  there  is  no  fort  of  knowledge,  to  which  he  did 
not  apply  his  ftudy;  witnefs  himfelf  in  thofe  words,  /Eccleti. 
gave  my  heart  tojeek  and  fearch  out  by  wiJUom  concerning 
all  things  that  are  done  under  heaven, 
'   Such  a  Scholar  was  he ;  and  fuch  if  we  have  a  noble 
ambition  to  be,  we  muft  ufe  the  courfe  he  did ;  which 
was  firft  in  his  heart  to  prefer-  wifdom  before  all  worldly 
things  ;  then  to  pray  to  God  for  it,  or  for  his  blefliiig  in 
our  queft  of  it ;  then  to  ufe  the  me«is  of  attaining  it, 
diligent  fearching  and  hard  ftudy ;  for  that  this  was  his 
method  he  telleth  us;  /,  faith  he,  applied  my  heart  /o Ecclef. vK. 
knowy  and  to  fearch,  and  tofeek  out  wifdom,  and  the  reafon 
of  things. 

Such  confiderations  (hew  the  neceffity  of  induftry  for  a 
Scholar.     But, 

3.  The  worth,  and  excellency,  and  great  utility,  to- 
gether with  the  pleafantnefs  of  his  vocation,  deferving 
the  higheft  induftry,  do  fuperadd  much  obligation  thereto. 

We  are  much  bound  to  be  diligent  out  of  ingenuity, 
and  in  gratitude  to  God,  who  by  his  gracious  providence 
hath  affigned  to  us  a  calling  fo  worthy,  an  employment 


74    Of  Lidtffiry  in  our  particular  Callings  Oi  SdMsTf « 

SERM.  fo  comfoitable,  a  way  of  life  no  left  commodioCiiy  l)e 
LIV^-     ficial,  and  delightful  to  ourfelves^  than  ferviceaMe  to  G 
and  ufeiiil  for  the  world. 

If  we  had  our  option  and  choice,  what  calliDg  could 
defire  before  this  of  any  whereto  men  are  affixed  ?    H 
could  we  better  employ  our  mind,  or  place  our  labour, 
fpend  oiu*  time,  or  pafs  our  pilgrimage  in  this  world,  tb 
in  Ibholaftical  occupations  ? 

It  were  hard  to  reckon  up,  or  to  exprefs,  the  numberli 
great  advantages  of  this  calling:  I  fhall  therefore  on 
touch  fonie,  wliich  readily  isXL  uijder  my  thought,  recos 
mending  its  value  to  us. 

It  is  a  calling,  the  defign  whereof  confpireth  with  tl 
general  end  of  our  being ;  the  perfe£lion  of  our  natui 
in  its  endowments,  and  the  fruition  of  it  in  its  beft  open 
tions. 

It  is  a  calling,  which  doth  not  employ  us  in  bodily  toL 
in  worldly  care,  in  purfuit  of  trivial  affairs,  in   fordi 
drudgeries  ;  but  in  thofe  angelical  operations  of  foul,  th* 
contemplation  of  truth,  and  attainment  of  wifdom;  whici 
are  the  worthieft  exercifes  of  our  reafon,  and  fweeteft  en- 
tertainments of  our  mind ;  the  mofl  precious  wealth,  am 
moft  beautiful  ornaments  of  our  foul;  whereby  our  £Euml* 
ties  are  improved,  are  polifhed  and  refined,  are  enlarged  in 
their  power  and  ufe  by  habitual  acceflions  :  the  which 
are  conducible  to  our  own  greatefl  profit  and  benefit,  as 
ferving  to  reftify  our  wills,  to  compofe  our  affe6tions,  to 
Prov.  ii.  4,  giude  our  lives  in  the  ways  of  virtue,  to  bring  us  imto  fe- 
*^'  "•       licity. 

It  is  a  calling,  which,  being  duly  followed,  will  mofl 
fever  us  from  the  vulgar  fort  of  men,  and  advance  us 
above  the  common  pitch ;  enduing  us  with  light  to  fee 
farther  than  other  men,  difpofing  us  to  afFe^t  better  things, 
and  to  flight  thofe  meaner  objefts  of  human  defire,  on 
which  men  commonly  dote;  freeing  us  from  the  erro- 
neous conceits  and  from  the  perverfe  affeftions  of  com- 
mon people.  It  is  faid,  8i7rX5y  6goo<riy  ot  fMt^oyrtg  ypufjLfjLecray 
men  of  learning  are  double-fgkted :  but  it  is  true,  that  in 
many  cafes  they  fee  infinitely  farther  than  a  vulvar  fight 
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dolh  reach.  And  if  a  man  by  ferious  ftudy  doth  acquire  SER] 
a  clear  and  folid  judgiiient  of  thii^gs,  fo  as  to  affign  to  ^^V* 
"each  its  diic  weight  and  price ;  if  he  accordingly  be  in- 
clined in  his  heart  to  afFeft  and  purine  them;  if  from 
dear  acrid  right  notions  of  things^  a  meek  and  ingenuous 
temper  of  mind^  a  command  and  moderation  of  paiflons, 
a  firm  integrity,  and  a  cordial  love  of  goodnefs  do  fpring, 
he  thereby  becometh  another  kind  of  thing,  much  diJF- 
fieirent  from  thofe  brutifli  men  (beafts  of  the  people)  who 
bGndly  follow  the  motions  of  their  fenfual  appetite,  ot 
the  fuggeftions  of  th^ir  Fancy,  or  their  miftakeri  preju- 
dices. 

It  is  a  calling,  which  hath  thefe  confiderable  advan- 
tages, that,  by  virtue  of  improvement  therein,  we  can  fee 
with  our  own  eyes,  and  guide  ourielves  by  otir  own  re^ 
fons,  riot  being  led  blindfold  about,  or  depending  precari- 
oufly  on  the  cohduft  of  others,  in  matters  of  higheft  con- 
cern to  us ;  that  we  are  exempted  from  giddy  credulity, 
from  wavering  levity,  from  fond  admiration  of  perfoni 
and  things,  being  able  to  dillinguiih  of  things,  and  to  fet* 
de  our  judgments  about  them,  and  to  get  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  them,  aflujing  to  us  their  triie  nature 
and  worth ;  that  we  arc  alfo  tfiereby  refcued  from  ad- 
miring ourfelves,  and  that  over-weening  felf-conceited- 
nefs,  of  which  the  Wife  Man  faith,  The  Jluggard  is  Prov.  x: 
wi/er  in  his  oivn  conceit  than /even  men  that  can  render  a  ^^' 
reafon. 

It  is  a  calling,  whereby  we  are  qualified  and  enabled  to 
do  God  fervice;  to  gratify  his  defires,  to  promote  his 
honour,  to  advance  his  interefts;  to  render  his  name 
^orious  in  the  world,  by  teaching,  maintaining,  and  pro- 
pagating his  truth;  by  perfuading  men  to  render  their 
due  love,  reverence,  and  obedience  to  him ;  than  which 
we  can  have  no  more  honourable  or  fatisfaftory  em- 
ployment ;  more  like  to  that  of  the  glorious  and  blefled 
fpirits. 

It  is  a  calling,  the  due  profecution  whereof  doth  ingra- 
tiate us  with  God,  and  procureth  his  favour ;  rendering 
us  fit  objects  of  his  love,  and  entitling  us  thereto  in  regard 
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S  ERM.  to  our  qualities^  and  recompenfe  of  our  works :  for  God 
^1^*-    loveth  none  but  him  that  dwelleth  with  wifdom :  andy  Si 

Wifd.  vii.  Jft(ilt  thou  ^nd  favour  and  good  underjianding  m  the  Jigkt 

yt\  ^f  God  and  man. 

Piov.iii.  4.  It  is  a  calling,  whereby  with  greateft  advantage  wc 
may  benefit  men,  and  deferve  well  of  the  world ;  drawing 
men  to  the  knowledge  and  fervice  of  God,  reclaiming 
them  from  error  and  fin,  refcuing  them  from  mifery,  and 
conducting  them  to  happinefs;  by  clear  inftru^on^  by 
faithful  admonition,  by  powerful  exhortation.  And  whal 
can  be  more  noble,  than  to  be  the  lights  of  the  world,  the 
guides  of  practice  to  men,  the  authors  of  fo  nntuch  good^ 
fo  egre^ous  benefactors  to  mankind  ? 

It  is  a  calling  moft  exempt  from  the  cares,  the  crofles 
-the  turmoils,  the  factious  jars,  the  anxious  intrigues,  tfaM 
vexatious  moleftations  of  the  world ;  its  bufinefs  lying  oix 
of  the  road  of  thofe  mifchiefs,  wholly  lying  in  folitarj 
retirement,  or  being  tranfaCled  in  the  moft  innocent  anc 
ingenuous  company. 

It  is  a  calling  leaft  fubjed:  to  any  danger  or  difappoint- 
ment ;  wherein  we  may  well  be  aiTured  not  to  mifcarry  or 
lofe  our  labour ;  for  the  merchant  indeed  by  manifold  ac- 
cidents may  lofe  his  voyage,  or  find  a  bad  market ;  the 
hufbandman  may  plough  and  fow  in  vain :  but  the  fhident 
hardly  can  fail  of  improving  his  ftock,  and  reaping  a  good 
crop  of  knowledge ;  efpecially  if  he  ftudy  with  a  confd- 
entious  mind,  and  pious  reverence  to  God,  imploring  his 
gracious  help  and  bleiling. 

It  is  a  calling,  the  induftry  ufed  wherein  doth  abun- 
dantly recompenfe  itfelf,  by  the  pleafure  and  fweetnefs 
which  it  carrieth  in  it;  fo  that  the  more  pains  one  taketh, 
the  more  delight  he  findeth,  feeling  himfelf  proportionably 
to  grow  in  knowledge,  and  that  his  work  becometh  con- 
tinually more  eafy  to  him. 

It  is  a  calling,  the  bufinefs  whereof  doth  fo  exercife  as 
not  to  weary,  fo  entertain  as  not  to  cloy  us ;  being  not 
(as  other  occupations  are)  a  drawing  in  a  mill,  or  a  nau- 
feous  tedious  repetition  of  the  fame  work ;  but  a  conti-* 
nued  progrefs  toward  frefh  objects  j  our  mind  not  being 
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flaked  to  one  or  a  few  poor  matters,  but  having  immenfe  SERM* 
fields  of  contemplation,  wherein  it  may  everlaftingly  ex-     ^^^« 
patiate,  with  great  proficiency  and  pleafure  c. 

It  is  a  calling,  which  doth  ever  afford  plentiftd  fruit, 
even  in  regard  to  the  conveniencies  of  this  prefent  and 
temporal  ftate;  the  which  fufficiently  will  requite  the 
pains  expended  thereon :  for  if  we  be  honeftly  induilrious, 
we  (hall  not  want  fuccefs;  and  fucceeding' we  fhall  not 
want  a  competence  of  wealth,  of  reputation,  of  intereft  in 
the  world :  for  concerning  wifdom,  which  is  the  refult  of 
honeft  ftudy,  the  Wife  Man  telleth  us,  Riches  and  honour  Prov.  viii. 
are  with  her,  yea,  durable  riches  and  righteotifnefs :  Length^^'  "'•  ^^' 
of  days  are  in  her  right  hand,  and  in  her  left  hand  riches 
and  honour:  Exalt  her,  and  Jke  Jhall  promote  thee;  ^ieir.9,g. 
JhaU  bring  thee  to  honour,  when  thou  doji  embrace  her  ;  Jhe 
fludl  give  to  thine  head  an  ornament  of  grace,  a  crown  of 
glory  Jhall  fhe  deliver  to  thee.  In  common  experience  the 
wealth  of  the  mind  doth  qualify  for  employments,  which 
have  good  recompenfes  annexed  to  them;  and  neither 
God  nor  man  will  fuffer  him  long  to  want,  who  is  en* 
fewed  ^th  worthy  accomplifhments  of  knowledge.  It 
was  a  ridiculous  providence  in  Nero,  that  if  he  fhould 
chance  to  lofe  his  empire,  he  might  live  by  fiddling:  yet 
his  motto  was  good ;  and  Dionyfius,  another  tyrant,  found 
the  benefit  of  it;  to  rex^lov  irSi<roi  yoiioi  rpifst,  he  that  hath  any 
good  art,  hath  therein  an  eflate,  and  land  in  every  place ; 
he  is  fecured  againft  being  reduced  to  extremity  of  any 
misfortune:  JVifdom,  faith  the  Wife  Man,  is  a  defence,Ecc\.Y'iu 
and  money  is  a  defence;  but  the  excellency  of  knowledge  is,  *** 
that  wifdom  giveth  life  to  them  that  have  it.  Money  is  a 
defence,  of  which  fortune  may  bereave  us ;  but  wifdom 
is  beyond  its  attacks,  bdng  a  treafure  feated  in  a  place 
tnacceflible  to  external  impreflions. 

And  as  a  learned  man  cannot  be  deftitute  of  fubftance;prov.xii.  s. 
fo  he  cannot  want  credit,  having  fuch  an  ornament,  than^"**"^*^^ 
which  none  hath  a  more  general  eftimation ;  and  which  mended  ac- 
can  be  of  low  rate  only  among  that  fort  of  folk,  to  whom^'^j^^^ 
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SEEM.  Solomon  &ith^  How  long,  yejimple  ones,  will  ye  love  fim^' 
LIV.     pliciiy  f — and  fools  hate  knowledge  P  li  n  that  which  re- 
Pj^^^  i^  ^  commendeth  a  man  in  all  company,  and  procureth  regard^ 
7.        ..    every  one  yielding  attention  and  acceptance  to  inftru£tivc, 
,y.  '      '  neat,  appofite  difcourfe,  (that  which  the  Scripture  calleth 
acceptable  J  pleafanty  gracious  words;)  men  think  them* 
felves  obliged  thereby  by  receiving  information  and  fatis*- 
Prov.  xxiv.  faftion  from  it ;  and  accordingly  Every  many  faith  thei 
^^'  Wife  Man,  Jhall  ki/s  his  lips  that  giveth  a  right  anfwer^ 

ProT.  xxii.  and-;/br  the  grace  of  his  lips  the  king  Jhall  be  his  friend'^ 
Ec'clef.  z.  And^  ^A^  words  of  a  wife  man^s  mouth  are  gracious.  It  is 
^^*  that,  an  eminency  wherein  purchafeth  lading  fame,  and  m 

life  after  death,  in  the  good  memory  and^opinion  of  pofte  - 
Ecclus.       rity :  Many  Jhall  commend  his  under/ianding  ;  andfo  lon^ 
xKiK.  9.    Qg  ff^g  world  endurethy  it  Jhall  not  be  blotted  out :  his  me^ 
morial  Jhall  not  depart  away,  and  his  name  Jhall  live  Jro^r. 
generation  to  generation.    A  fame  no  lefs  great,  and  fam, 
more  innocent,  than  afts  of  chivalry  and  martial  prowefe" 
for  is  not  Ariftotle  as  renowned  for  teaching  the  work 
with  his  pen,  as  Alexander  for  conquering  it  with  hi^ 
fword  ?    Is  not  one  fer  oftener  mentioned  than  the  other  ^ 
Do  not  men  hold  themfelves  much  more  obliged  to  the 
learning  of  the  philofopher,  than  to  the  valour  of  tfcef 
warrior?  Indeed  the  fame  of  all  others  is  indebted  to  the 
pains  of  the  fcholar,  and  could  not  fubfift,  but  with  and 
by  his  fame:  Dignum  laude  virum  mufa  vetat  mori;  learn* 
ing  confecrateth  itfelf  and  its  fubjeft  together,  to  immor- 
tal remembrance. 

It  is  a  calling  that  fitteth  a  man  for  all  cotiditions  and 
fortunes ;  fo  that  he  can  enjoy  profperity  with  modera- 
tion, and  fuftain  adverfity  with  comfort :  he  that  loveth  a 
book  will  never  want  a  fsdthful  friend,  a  wholefome  coun- 
fellor,  a  cheerful  companion,  an  effeftual  comforter.  By 
ftudy,  by  reading,  by  thinking,  one  may  innocently  divert 
and  pleafantly  entertain  himfelf,  as  in  all  weathers,  fp  fai 
all  fortunes. 

In  fine,  it  is  a  calling,  which  Solomon,  who  had  cu- 
rioufly  obferved  and  exafUy  compared  and  fcanned^  by 
reafon  and  by  experience^  all  other  occupations  and  ways 
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of  life^  did  prefer  above  all  others ;  and  we  may  prefume  SERlIb 
would  fooner  have  parted  with  his  royal  ftate,  than  with    L'V. 
bis  learning ;  for  IVifdomj  faith  he,  is  the  principal  tkiog,  Prov.iT,;. 
therefore  get  wifdom ;  and  with  all  thy  getting  get  under^ 
fianding ;  and.  Then  Ifatv  (then,  that  is,  after  a  ferious  Ecclcf.  ii. 
<£fquifition  and  difcuilion  of  things,  I  faw)  that  wifdom^^' 
exceedeth  folly  (that  is,  knowledge  excelleth  ignorance) 
as  light  excelleth  darknefs. 

Thcfe  things  and  much  more  may  be  faid  of  learning 
in  general;  but  if  more  diftinAly  we  furvey  each  part, 
and  each  objeft  of  it,  we  (hall  find,  that  each  doth  yield 
Gonfiderable  emoluments  and  delights;  benefit  to  our  foul^ 
advantage  to  our  life,  fatisfa6kion  to  our  mind. 

The  obfer\'ation  of  things,  and  colledion  of  experi- 
ments, how  doth  it  enrich  the  mind  with  ideas,  and  breed 
a  kihd  of  familiar  acquaintance  with  all  things,  fo  that 
nothing  doth  furprife  us,  or  ftrike  our  mind  with  aftoniflir 
ment  and  admiration !  And  if  our  eye  he  not  fatisfied  mth  Eccki;  i.  9. 
feeing f  nor  our  ear  JUled  with  hearings  how  much  lefs  is 
our  mind  fatiated  with  the  pleafures  of  fpeculating  and 
ofaferving  that  immenfe  variety  of  obje£i:s  fubjeft  to  its 
nef9r\ 

The  exercife  of  our  mind  in  rational  difcurfivenefs  about 
tkings  in  queft  of  truth ;  canvaffing  queftions,  examining 
arguments  for  and  againft ;  how  greatly  doth  it  better  us^. 
foi^tifying  our  natural  parts,  enabling  us  to  fix  our  thoughui 
on  obje£U  without  roving,  inuring  us  to  weigh  and  re- 
folve,  and  judge  well  about  matters  propofed ;  preferving 
us  from  being  eafily  abufed  by  captious  fallacies,  gulled 
by  fpecious  pretences,  toffed  about  with  every  doubt  or 
obje^on  darted  before  us  ! 

Invention  of  any  kind,  (in  difcerning  the  caufes  of  abr 
ftrufe  efTefts,  in  refolving  hard  problems,  in  demonilrating 
theorems,  in  framing  compofures  of  witty  defcription,  or 
forcible  perfuaiion,)  bow  much  doth  it  exceed,  the  plea- 
fure  of  hunting  for  any  game,  or  of  combating  for  any 
viftory !  Do  any  man's  children  fo  much  pleafe  him^  as 
thefe  creatures  of  his  brain  ? 
The  reading  of  books,  w^t  is  it,  but  converfing  with 
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SERM.  the  wifeft  men  of  all  ages  and  all  countries,  who  there 
LIV.    conununicate  to  us  their  moft  deliberate  thoughts,  chok 
notions,  and  beft  inventions,  couched  in  good  expreffi< 
and  digefted  in  exa£l  method  ? 

And  as  to  the  particular  matters  or  obje£ls  of  fl 
dy,  all  have  their  ufe  and  pleafure.  I  (hall  only  tou 
them. 

The  very  initial  (Indies  of  tongues  and  granunatical  lit 
racture  are  very  profitable  and  neceflary,  as  the  inlets 
knowledge,  whereby  we  are  enabled  to  underftand  wi 
men  fpeaking  their  fenfe  in  their  own  terms  and  live 
ftrain,  whereby  efpecially  we  are  aflifted  to  drink  facn 
knowledge  out  of  the  fountains,  the  divine  oracles. 

Luther  would  not  part  with  a  little  Hebrew  he  had  fi 
all  theTurkifh  empire. 

Rhetoric,  or  the  art  of  conveying  our  thoughts  to  othei 
by  fpeech  with  advantages  of  cleamefs,  force,  and  elc 
gancy,  fo  as  to  inftrud:,  to  perfuade,  to  delight  the  audi 
tors  5  of  how  great  benefit  is  it,  if  it  be  well  ufed !  Hon 
much  may  it  conduce  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  ecUiiica 
tion  of  men !  What  hath  been  a  more  efie£hial  inftrumen 
of  doing  good,  and  working  wonders,  not  only  in  thi 
world,  but  in  the  church  ?  How  many  fouls  have  beei 
converted  from  error,  vanity,  and  vice,  to  truth,  fober- 
*Ani^xeyi»s,  ncfs,  and  virtue,  by  an  eloquent  Apollos,  a  Bafil,  a  Chryf- 

Aa«  xviii.  <^o°^  • 

2*-  The  perufal  of  hiftory,  how  pleafant  illumination  ol 

mind,  how  ufeful  dire<9ion  of  life,  how  fprightly  inoen* 
tives  to  virtue  doth  it  afford !  How  doth  it  fupply  the 
room  of  experience,  and  fumifh  us  with  prudence  at  the 
expence  of  others,  informing  us  about  the  ways  of  adion, 
and  the  confequences  thereof  by  examples,  without  our 
own  danger  or  trouble !  How  may  it  infbrufl  and  encou- 
rage us  in  t)iety,  while  therein  we  trace  the  paths  of  God 
in  men,  or  obferve  the  methods  of  divine  Providence,  how 
the  Lord  and  Judge  of  the  world  in  due  feafon  proteAeth^ 
proipereth,  blefTeth,  rewardeth  innocence  and  integrity; 
how  he  crefTeth,  defeateth,  blafleth,  curfeth,  punifhelh 
iniquity  and  outrage  5  managing  things  with  admirable 
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temper  of  wifdom,  to  the  good  of  maiikind,  and  advance-  SERM. 
ment  of  his  own  glory  1  ^^^• 

The  mathematical  iciences^  how  pleafant  is  the  fpecu- 
lation  of  them  to  the  mind !  How  ufefiil  is  the  pra£tice 
to  conmion  life !  How  do  they  whet  and  excite  the  mind! 
How  do  they  inure  it  to  ftrift  reafoning,  and  patient  me- 
ditation ! 

Natural  philofophy,  the  contemplation  of  this  great 

theatre,  or  vifible  fyftem  prefented  before  us ;  obferving 

the  various  appearances  therein^  and  inquiring  into  their 

caufes ;  reflefting  on  the  order,  connefilion,  and  harmony 

of  things;  confidering  their  original  fource,  and  their  final 

defign :  how  doth  it  enlarge  our  minds,  and  advance  them 

above  vulgar  amufements,  and  the  admiration  of  thofe 

petty  things,  about  which  men  cark  and  bicker !    How 

may  it  ferve  to  work  in  us  pious  affeftions  of  admiration, 

reverence,  and  love  toward  our  great  Creator,  whofe  etet"  Rom.  i.  ao. 

wd  divinity  is  clearly  feen,  whofe  glory  is  declaredy  whofe  pf*i'^fj*^' 

tianfcendent  perfedions  and  attributes  of  immenfe  power, 

wifdom,  and  goodnefs  are  confpicuoufly  difplayed,  whofe 

{articular  kindnefs  toward  us  men  doth  evidently  fhine  in 

thofe  his  works  of  nature ! 

The  ftudy  of  moral  philofophy,  how  exceedingly  bene- 
fidlal  may  it  be  to  us,  fuggefting  to  us  the  dictates  of  rea- 
fon,  concerning  the  nature  and  faculties  of  our  foul,  the 
chief  good  and  end  of  our  life,  the  way  and  means  of  at- 
tuning happinefs,  the  bed  rules  and  methods  of  pradice; 
the  diftin£kions  between  good  and  evil,  the  nature  of  each 
virtue,  and  motives  to  embrace  it ;  the  rank  wherein  we 
fland  in  the  world,  and  the  duties  proper  to  our  relations  ? 
by  rightly  undeHlanding  and  eilimating  which  things  we 
may  know  how  to  behave  otufelves  decently  and  foberly 
toward  ourfelves,  juftly  and  prudently  toward  our  neigh- 
bours ;  we  may  learn  to  correft  our  inclinations,  to  regu- 
late our  appetites,  to  moderate  our  pailions,  to  govern  our 
aAionSj  to  condud:  and  wield  all  our  pra£tice  well  in  pro- 
fecution  of  our  end;  fo  as  to  enjoy  our  being  and  conve- 
mences  of  life  in  conftant  quiet  and  peace,  with  tranquil- 
lity and  fatis£eiftioa  of  mind  1 

VOL.  III.  » 
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8£RM.     But  efpecially  the  ftudy  of  theology,  how  numbeikfi^ 
^^^"-    unexpreffible  advantages  doth  it  yield !   For, 

It  enlighteneth  our  minds  with  the  beft  knowledge  con- 
cerning the  mod  high  and  worthy  objedis,  in  order  to  the 
mod  happy  end,  with  the  firmeft  aflurance. 

It  certainly  and  perfe£Uy  doth  inform  us  concemii^ 
the  nature  and  attributes,  the  will  and  intentions,  the 
works  and  providence  of  God. 

It  fully  declareth  to  us  our  own  nature,  our  original} 
our  defigned  end,  our  whole  duty,  our  certain  way  of  at- 
taining eternal  life  and  felicity. 

It  exaftly  teacheth  us  how  we  fhould  demean  ourfelvcs 
in  all  refpefts  pioufly  toward  God,  juftly  and  charitably 
toward  our  neighbour,  foberly  toward  ourfelves ;  without 
blame  in  the  world,  with  fatisfaftion  of  our  confeiencc* 
with  affured  hope  of  bleffed  rewards. 

It  propofeth  thofe  encouragements,  and  exhibiteth  af* 
furances  of  thofe  helps,  which  ferve  potently  to  engage  us 
in  all  good  praflice. 

It  fetteth  before  us  a  moft  complete  and  lively  pattern 

of  all  goodnefs ;  apt  moft  clearly  to  direft,  moft  ftron^y 

to  excite,  moft  obligingly  to  engage  us  thereto;  efpeciaSj 

inftrufting  and  inclining  to  the  practice  of  the  moft  high 

I  and  hard  duties,  meeknefs,  humility,  patience,  felf-demal, 

contempt  of  all  worldly  vanities. 

iPct.i.  12.     It  difcovereth  thofe  fublime  myfteries  and  ftupendous 

It.  111.  4.   ^Qjjjgj.g  Qf  grace,  whereby  God  hath  demonftrated  an  in- 

compreheniible  kindnefs  to'  mankind,  and  our  obligation 

to  correfpondent  gratitude. 

It  reprefenteth  manifold  arguments  and  incentives  to 
love  God  with  moft  intenfe  afTeftion,  to  confide  in  him 
with  moft  firm  affurance,  to  delight  in  him  continually 
with  joy  unfpeakalle ;  which  are  the  nobleft,  the  fweeteft, 
the  happieft  operations  of  our  foul. 
aCor.  iv.  It  reareth  our  hearts  from  vain  thoughts,  and  mean 
"•  defires  concerning  thefe  poor,  tranfitory,  earthly  things^ 

to  contemplations,  afre6lions,  and  hopes  toward  objeCts 
moft  excellent,  eternal,  and  celeftial. 

It  engageth  us  to  ftudy  the  book  of  God,  the  book  of 
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books^the  richeft.  mine,  of  moft  excellent  knowledge,  SERM. 
containing  infallible  oracles  of  truth,  and  heavenly  rules    ^^^* 
of  life;  which  are  able  to  make  lis  wife  to  Jalvation,  awd(2Tim.  in. 
perfoSi  to  every  good  work.  is.) 

And  how  can  we  otherwife  be  fo  well  employed,  as  in  lo.  * 
meditation  about  fuch  things  ?  What  occupation  doth 
nearer  approach  to  that  of  the  bleffed  angels?  What 
heaven  is  there  upon  earth  like  to  that  of  conftantly  feaft- 
ing  our  minds  and  hearts  in  the  contemplation  of  fuch 
obje&s  ?  Efpecially  confidering  that  this  ftudy  doth  not 
only  yield  private  benefit  to  ourfelves  in  forwarding  our 
own  falvation,  but  enableth  us  by  our  guidance  and  en- 
couragement to  promote  the  eternal  welfare  of  others, 
and  by  our  endeavours  to  people  heaven,  according  to 
that  exhortation  of  St.  Paul  preffirig  on  Timothy  this  ftudy 
with  diligence :  Meditate  upon  thefe  things ;  give  thyfelfi  Tim.  ir. 
wholly  to  them,  that  thy  profiting  may  appear  to  all.  Take^^' 
heed  unto  thyfelf,  and  unto  the  doSirine;  continue  in  them; 
for  in  doing  this  thoujhalt  lothfave  thyfelf,  and  them  that 
hear  thee. 

So  confiderable  is  each  part  of  learning,  fo  extremely 
profitable  are  fome  parts  of  it.     Indeed  the  fkill  of  any 
liberal  art  is  valuable,  as  a  handfome  ornament,   as  an 
harmlefs  divertifement,  as  an  ufeful  inftrument  upon  occa- 
Sons ;  as  preferable  to  all  other  accomplifhments  and  ad- 
vantages of  perfon  or  fortune,  (beauty,  ftrength,  wealth, 
power,  or  the  like;)  for  who  would  not  purchafe  any  kind 
of  fuch  knowledge  at  any  rate ;  who  would  fell  it  for  any 
price ;  who  would  not  choofe  rather  to  be  deformed  or 
impotent  in  his  body,  than  to  have  a  misfhapen  and  weak 
mind;  to  have  rather  a  lank  purfe,  than  an  empty  brain; 
to  have  no  title  at  all,  than  no  worth  to  bear  it  out ;  if 
my  would,  he  is  not  of  Solomon's  mind  3  for  of  wifdom  1  Kings  ir. 
(by  which  he  meaneth  a  comprehenfion  of  all  knowledge,  ^^^ 
divine  and  human ;  into  which  the  knowledge  of  natural 
things^  erf  mathematics,  of  poetry,  are  i:eckoned  ingredi- 
ents) he  faith.  The  merchandife  of  it  is  better  than  /A^ProT.iii.u. 
fuerchandife  of  filver,  and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  gold  f^^  *^' 
fie  ii  more  precious  than  rubies,  and  all  the  things  thou 
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6ERM.  canji  defire  are  not  to  be  compared  unto  her.    Her  fndi 
LIV,     letter  than  gold,  yea  than  fine  gold;  and  her  revenue  Ih 

Prov.  viii.    choice filver. 

19.  xvi.  16.  Now  then,  confidering  all  thefe  advantages  of  our  cal 
*ing,  if  we  by  our  negligence  or  fluggiflinefs  therein  do  lo 
them,  are  we  not  very  ingrateful  to  God,  who  gave  thcb 
as  with  a  gracious  intent  for  our  good,  fo  with  expefli 
tion  that  we  fliould  improve  them  to  l|is  fervice?  If  Go 
had  allotted  to  us  the  calling  of  nifties,  or  of  artificers,  # 
had  been  impious  in  not  diligently  following  it;  butwi 
are  abominably  ingrateful  in  negle6ting  this  moft  mtc^ 
parably  exceUent  vocation. 

Are  we  not  extremely  defe6live  to  ourfelves,  if  induc- 
ing a  wretched  humour  of  lazinefs  we  will  not  enjoy  Aefi 
fweet  pleafures,  nor  embrace  thofe  great  profits  to  whid 
God  in  mercy  calleth  us  ? 

Prov.xix.8.  If  Solomon  faid  true.  He  that  get teth  wifdom  hvethhii 
own  foulj  he  that  keepeth  under/ianding  Jhall  find  good i 
how  little  fiiends  are  we  to  ourfelves,  how  negledfiil  oi 
our  own  welfare,  by  not  ufing  the  means  of  getting  wif- 
dom ! 

Prov.  atv.  The  heart  of  him  that  hath  undeifianding  feeketh  hwW' 
ledge,  laith  Solomon ;  what  a  fool  then  is  he  that  fliuii- 
n.eth  it !  who,  though  it  be  his  way,  and  his  fpecial  dut] 
to  feek  it,  yet  neglefteth  it;  choofing  rather  to  do  notlm^ 
or  to  do  wt)rfe. 

And  do  we  notdeferve  great  blame,  difpleafure,  anddif 
grace  from  mankind,  if,  having  fuch  opportunities  of  qui 
lifying  ourfelves  to  do  good,  and  ferve  the  public,  we  \r 
our  idlenefs  render  ourfelves  worthlefs  and  ufelefs  ? 

How,  being  flothful  in  our  bufinefs,  can  we  anfwer  fo 
our  violating  the  wills,  for  abufing  the  goodnefs,  for  pei 
verting  the  charity  and  bounty  of  our  worthy  foundei 
and  benefaftors,  who  gave  us  the  good  things  w^e  enjo) 
not  to  maintain  us  in  idlenefs,  but  for  fiipports  and  encou 
ragements  of  our  induftry  ?  how  can  we  excufe  ourfelve 
from  diflionefty,  and  perfidious  dealing,  feeing  that  ^ 
are  admitted  to  thefe  enjoyments  under  condition,  ar 
upon  confidence   (confirmed  by  our  free  promifes^ar 
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moft  folemn  engagements)  of  ufing  them  according  to  SERM. 
their  pious  intent,  that  is,  in  a  diligent  profecution  of  our     ^^^' 
ftudies,  in  order  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  of  the  public  ? 

Let  every  Scholar,  when  he  mifpendeth  an  hour,  or 
fluggeth  on  his  bed,  but  imagine  that  he  heareth  the  voice 
of  thofe  glorious  kings,  or  venerable  prelates,  or  worthy- 
gentlemen,  complaining  thus,  and  rating  him:  Why,  Aug- 
gard,  doft  thou  againft  my  will  poffefs  my  eftate  ?  why 
deft  thou  prefume  to  occupy  the  place  due  to  an  induf- 
trious  perfon  ?  why  doft  thou  forget,  or  defpife  thy  obli- 
gations to  my  kindnefs  ?  thou  art  an  ufurper,  a  robber, 
or  a  purloiner  of  my  goods,  which  I  never  intended  for 
fiich  as  thee ;  I  challenge  thee  of  wrong  to  myfelf,  and  of 
iacrilege  toward  my  God,  to  whofe  fervice  I  devoted 
thofe  his  gifts  to  me. 

How  reproachful  will  it  be  to  us,  if  that  expoftulation 
may  concern  us.  Wherefore  is  there  a  price  in  the  hand  o/'Prov.  xvii. 
a  fool  to  get  wifdoniy  feeing  he  hath  no  heart  to  itP  ^^' 

If  to  be  a  dunce  or  a  bungler  in  any  profeffion  be 
fhamefiil,  how  much  more  ignominious  and  infamous  to 
a  Scholar  to  be  fuch  ?  from  whom  all  men  expeft,  that 
he  fhould  excel  in  intelled:ual  abilities,  and  be  able  to 
hdp  others  by  his  inftru£iion  and  advice. 

Nothing  furely  would  more  grate  on  the  heart  of  one, 
that  hath  a  fpark  of  ingenuity,  of  modefty,  of  generous 
good  nature,  than  to  be  liable  to  fuch  an  imputation. 

To  avoid  it  therefore,  (together  with  all  the  guilt  and 
ill  the  mifchiefs  attendii^g  on  iloth,)  let  each  of  us,  in 
God's  name,  carefully  mind  his  bufinefs;  and  let  the 
grace  and  bleffing  of  God  profper  you  therein.    Amen. 


<»3 


SERMON   LV. 


THE  UNSEARCHABLENESS  OF  GOD'S 
JUDGMENTS. 


Rom.  xi.  33. 

How  unfearchahle  are  his  judgments^  and  his  ways  pafi 
finding  out ! 

6ERM.  J[  HESE  words  are  the  clofe  of  a  difputation,  wherein  St. 

-  Paul  was  engaged  with  the  advocates  of  Judaifm,  con- 

cerning God's  providence  toward  his  ancient  people^  i» 
rejefting  the  greateft  part  of  them,  upon  their  reflifal  to 
embrace  the  Chriftian  doftrine ;  and  in  admitting  the 
Gentile  world  to  favour,  upon  its  compliance  with  the 
overtures  thereof  propofed  in  the  Gofpel.  In  this  pro- 
ceeding thofe  infidels  could  not  difcem  God's  hand,  nor 
would  allow  fuch  a  difpenfation  worthy  of  him,  advanc- 
ing feveral  exceptions  againft  it :  God,  faid  they,  having 
efpoufed  and  confecrated  us  to  himfelf ;  having  to  our  fa- 
thers, in  regard  to  their  piety,  made  fo  abfolute  promifes 
of  benedi6tion  on  their  pofterity ;  having  confequently  en- 
dowed us  with  fuch  privileges  and  choice  pledges  of  his 
favour;  having  taken  fo  much  pains  with  us,  and  per- 
formed fo  great  things  in  our  behalf;  having  fo  long 
avowed,  fupported,  and  cherifhed  us;  how  can  it  well 
confift  with  his  wifdom,  with  his  juftice,  with  his  fidelity, 
with  his  conftancy,  thus  inftantly  to  abandon  and  repu- 
diate us  ?  Doth  not  this  dealing  argue  his  former  affec- 
tions to  have  been  mifplaced  ?  Doth  it  not  implead  hii 
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ancient  covenant  and  law  of  imperfeflion  ?   Doth  it  not  SERM. 
fupplant  his  own  deiigns^  and  unravel  all  that  he  for  fo      ^^' 
many  ages  hath  been  doing?    Upon  fuch  accounts  did 
this  difpenfation  appear  very  ftrange  and  fcandalous  to 
them :  but  St.  Paul,  being  infallibly  affured  of  its  truth, 
doth  undertake  to  vindicate  it  from  all  mifprifions,  render- 
ing a  fair  account  of  it,  and  affigning  for  it  many  fatif- 
feftory  reafons,  drawn  from  the  general  equity  of  the 
cafe,  from  the  nature  of  God,  his  attributes,  and  his  rela- 
tions to  men ;  from  the  congruity  of  this  proceeding  to 
the.  tenour  of  God's  providence,  to  his  moft  ancient  pur- 
pofes,  to  the  true  intent  of  his  promifes,  to  his  exprefs 
declarations  and  predictions  ;  to  the  ftate  of  things  in  the 
\?vorld,  and  the  prefling  needs  of  all  mankind :  fuch  rea- 
-fons  (I  fay,  which  I  have  not  time  more  explicitly  to  re- 
late)  doth  the  Apoftle  produce  in  favour  of  this  great 
difpenfation ;  the  which  did  fuffice  to  clear  and  juftify  it 
from  all  their  objections :  yet  notwithftanding,  after  that 
he  had  fleered  his  difcourfe  through  all  thefe  rocjks,'  he 
thought  it  fafe  to  caft  anchor ;  winding  up  the  conteft  in 
this    modeft  intimation,   that  whatever    he    could  fay, 
might   not  perhaps  exhauft  the   difficulty,   or  void  all 
fcruple ;  that  therefore  in  this,  and  in  all  fuch  cafes,  for 
.entire  fatisfa£tion,  we  fhould  have  recourfe  to  the  incom- 
preheniible  wifdom  of  God,  who  frequently  in  the  courfe 
of  his  providence  doth  aft  upon  groimds,  and  ordereth 
things  in  methods,  tranfcending  our  ability  to  difcover  or 
trace :  to  confider  fome  caufes  and  reafons  of  which  in- 
comprehenfibility,  and  to  ground  thereon  fonae  practical 
advices,  will  be  the  fcope  of  my  difcourfe :  the  reafons 
may  be  thefe : 

I.  As  the  dealings  of  very  wife  men  fometimes  are 
founded  upon  maxims,  and  admit  juftifications,  not  ob- 
vious nor  penetrable  by  vulgar  conceit;  fo  may  God  a6t 
according  to  rules  of  wifdom  and  juftice,  which  it  may 
be  quite  impoffible  by  our  faculties  to  apprehend,  or  with 
^our  ;neans  to  defcry. 

As  there  are  natural  modes  of  being  and  operation, 
.{fuch  as  God's  neceflary  fubfiftence,  his  prodrufition  of 

04 
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SERM.  things  from  nothing,  his  eternity  without  fueoefBoi^  1 
^^'     immenfity  without  extenfion,  his  prefcience  without  n 
ceffitation  of  events,  his  ever  a^ng,  but  never  cban^B{ 
and  the  like,)  fo  there  may  be  prudential  and  moral  nil 
of  proceeding   far  above  our   reach;    fo   God  himfi 
lfa.lv.  9.    telleth  us:  jis  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earthy^ 
are  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways,  and  my  thoughts  /Ac 
your  thoughts.    Some  of  them  we  may  be  uncapaUe  t 
know,  becaufe  of  our  finite  nature ;  they  being  pecidu 
obje6^s  of  divine  wifdom,  and  not  to  be  underftood  by  an 
creature :  for  as  God  cannot  impart  the  power  of  dcrin, 
all  things  poilible,  fo  may  he  not  communicate  the  £ei 
culty  of  knowing  all  things  intelligible;  that  being  indeei 
to  ungod  himfelf,  or  to  deprive  himfelf  of  his  peerlefs  fu 
1  Tim.  i.    premacy  in  wifdom;  hence  is  he  ftyled  the  only  wife  God 
Rom.xvi.  hence  is  he  faid  to  dwell  in  light  inaccejffUle;  hence  ht 
37*  chargeth  the  angels  with  folly ;  hence  the  mod  illuminate 

1  Tim.  vi.  feraphims  do  veil  their  faces  before  him, 
j^b  iv  18       O^^r  f^c^  rules  we  may  not  be  able  to  perceive  froiB 
ifiei.  vi,  3.    the  meannefs  of  our  nature,  or  our  low  rank  among  crea* 
tures :  for  beneath  omnifcience  there  being  inniunerable 
forms  of  intelligence,  in  the  loweft  of  thefe  we  fit,  one 
remove  from  beafts  ;  being  endowed  with  capacities  ftdt- 
able  to  that  inferior  ftation,  and  to  thofe  meaner  employ- 
Pf.  ciii.  20.  ments,  for  which  we  were  defigned  and  framed ;  whence 
m   '   *     our  mind  hath  a  pitch,  beyond  which  it  cannot  foar;  and 
things  clearly  intelligible  to  more  noble  creatures,  mov- 
ing in  a  higher  orb,  may  be  dark  and  unexplicable  to  us : 
Q  Sam.  jxv.As  an  angel  of  Godyfo  is  my  lord  the  kingy  to  difcern  good 
17, 20.  XIX. ^^  ^^^^  ^^g  ^^  expreffion  importing  this  difference,  how 
thofe  glorious  creatures  do  overtop  us  in  intelle&uaL  ca- 
pacities. 

Alfo  divers  notions  not  fimply  paffing  our  capacity  io 
know,  we  are  not  yet  in  condition  to  ken,  by  reafon  of 
our  circumftances  here,  in  this  dark  comer  of  things,  to 
which  we  are  confined,  and  wherein  we  lie  under  many 
difadvantages  of  attaining  knowledge.  He  that  is  (hut 
up  in  a  clofe  {dace,  and  can  only  peep  through  chinksi 
who  ftandeth  in  a  valley,  and  hath  his  profpeft  iQter- 
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cepted^  who  is  encompafled  with  fogs,  who  halii  but  a  SERM; 
dnflcy  light  to  view  things  by,  whofe  eyes  are  weak  or  ^^' 
foul,  how  can  he  fee  much  or  far ;  how  can  he  difcem 
things  remote,  minute,  or  fubtile,  clearly  and  diftinftly  ? 
Such  b  our  cafe;  our  mind  is  pent  up  in  the  body,  and 
looketh  only  through  thofe  clefts  by  which  objefts  ftrike 
our  fenfe ;  its  intuition  is  limited  within  a  very  fmall  com- 
pafs ;  it  refideth  in  an  atmofphere  of  fancy,  ftuffed  with 
exhalations  from  temper,  appetite,  paliion,  intereft;  its 
li^t  is  fcant  and  funt,  (for  fenfe  and  experience  do  reach 
only  fome  few  grofs  matters  of  fa6t ;  light  infufed,  and 
revelation  imparted  to  us,  proceed  from  arbitrary  difpen* 
fation,  in  definite  meafures;)  our  ratiocination  confe* 
quently  from  fuch  principles  muft  be  very  fliort  and  dci- 
!  fbftive ;  nor  are  our  minds  ever  thoroughly  found,  or  pure 
and  defecate  from  prejudices;  hence  no  wonder,  that 
now  we  are  wholly  ignorant  of  divers  great  truths,  or 
have  but  a  glimmering  notion  of  theni,  which  we  may 
and  hereafter  fhall  come  fully  and  clearly  to  underftand  5 
fo  thatever>  Apoftles,  the  fecretaries  of  heaven,  might 
fey,  ff^  knom  in  part,  and  we  praphecy  in  part ;  we  w>w  1  Cor.  xiii. 
fee  through  a  glajs  darkly,  hut  then  face  to  face,  ^*  ^** 

In  fine,  thofe  rules  of  equity  or  expedience,  which  we 
in  our  tranfa6lions  with  one  another  do  ufe,  (b^ing  de- 
lived  from  our  original  inclinations  to  lik,e  fome  good 
things,  or  from  notions  damped  on  our  foul  when  God 
made  us  according  to  his  image,  from  common  experi- 
ttice,  from  any  kind  of  rational  colle6Uon,  from  the  pre- 
fcription  of  God's  word,)  if  they  be  applied  to  the  deal- 
ings of  God,  will  be  found  very  incongruous,  or  deficient; 
the  cafe  being  vafUy  altered,  fVom  that  infinite  diflance  in 
nature  and  ftate  between  God  and  us ;  and  from  the  im- 
menfe  differences  which  his  relations  toward  us  have  fix)m 
our  relations  to  one  another. 

Wherefore  in  divers  inquiries  about  Providence,  to 
wludi  cur  curiofity  will  ftretch  itfelf,  it  is  impoflible  for 
U8  to  be  lefolved ;  and  launching  into  them,  we  fhall  foon 
get  out  of  our  depth,  fo  as  to  fwim  in  diflatisfa&ioo,  or 
to  fink  into  diffarufl :  Why  God  made  the  world  at  fuch 
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8ERM.  an  inftant,  no  fooner  or  later;  why  he  made  it  thus,  not 
^^'     exempt  from  all  diforder;    why  he  framed   man   (the 
prince  of  vifible  creatures)  fo  fallible  and  frail,  fo  prone 
to  fin,  fo  liable  to  mifery  5  why  fo  many  things  happen 
offenfive  to  him,  why  his  gifts  are  diftributed  with  fuch 
inequality  ?   Such  queftions  we  are  apt  to  propound  and 
to  debate ;  but  the  refolution  of  them  our  mind  perhaps 
was  not  made  to  apprehend,  nor  in  its  moft  elevate  con- 
dition fhall  attain  it:   however  in  this  ftate  we  by  no 
means  can  come  at  it ;  it  at  leafl  being  kept  clofe  fix)ni 
Dcut.  xxix.us  among  thofe  things,  of  which  it  is  faid,  ihefecret  things 
*^  belong  unto  the  Lord  our  God,  in  didinftion  from  others^ 

about  which  it  is  added,  but  thofe  that  are  revealed  belong 
unto  us,  and  to  our  children  for  ever. 

In  fuch  cafes  the  abfolute  will,  the  fovereign  autho- 
rity, the  pure  liberality  of  God  do  fupply  the  place  o^ 
Rom.iz.    reafons;    fufficient,  if  not  to  fatisfy  the  minds  of  mer"3 
ui  xlv.  9.  fondly  curious,  yet  to  ftop  the  mouths  of  thofe  who  ara^ 
boldly  peremptory :  the  which  are  alleged,  not  ynth  ia  — 
tent  to  imply  that  God  ever  afteth  unaccountably,  (^ 
without  higheft  reafon,  but  that  fometimes  his  metho&^J 
of  afting  are  not  fit  fubje£ks  of  our  conception  or  difcu^T^ 
fion ;  for  otherwhile  God  appealeth  to  the  verdiA  of  ou:*^' 
Gen.  xviii.  reafon ;   when  the  cafe  is  fuch  that  we  can  appreheis.^ 
Ezitk.  xviii.  it,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  it  may  conduce  to  good  pu:»r- 
?*•  pofes. 

2.  As  the  Itanding  rules  of  God  s  attmg,  10  the  ^qcc^^- 
fional  grounds  thereof  are  commonly  placed  beyond  tfcie 
fphere  of  our  apprehenfion. 

God  is  obliged  to  profecute  his  own  inunutable  d^- 

Eph.  i.  11.  crees ;  working  all  things,  as  the  Apoftle  faith,  according 

to  the  counfel  of  his  own  will;  which  how  can  we  anywife 

come  to  difcover  ?    Can  we  climb  up  above  the  heaven  of 

heavens,  and  there  unlock  his  clofet,  rifle  his  cabinet,  aX^A 

perufe  the  records  of  everlafting  deftiny,  by  which  the 

Rom.  xi.    world  is  governed  ?   No ;  Who  knoweth  his  mind,  or  hatf^ 

ife.  xl.  13.  *^^  ^^^  counfellor  P   Who,  faith  the  Prophet,  hathjiood  «^ 

Jcr.  xxiii.    the  coufifel  of  the  Lord;  or  hath  perceived  and  heard  .A^-J 

Wifd.ix.l8.«*'0ri/* 
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He  doth  Jearch  the  hearts^  and  try  the  reins  of  men  ;  he  SERM. 
doth  weigh  their  fpirits,  and  their  works  ;  he  doth  know     ^^* 
iheirframey  he  doth  under/land  their  thoughts  afar  off^; 
he  perceiveth  their  clofeft  intentions,  their  deepeft  contri- 
vances,  their  moft  retired  behaviours ;  he  confequently  is 
acquainted  with  their  true  qualifications,  capacities,  and 
merits;  unto  which  he  moft  juftly  and  wifely  doth  accom- 
modate his   dealings  with  them;    the  which   therefore 
muft  often  thwart  the  opinions  and  expeftations  of  us, 
who  are  ignorant  of  thofe  particulars,  and  can  only  view 
the  exterior  face  or  femblance  of  things  :  for  (as  Samuel, 
in  the  cafe  of  preferring  David  before  his  brethren,,  did 
Iky)  God  feeth  not  as  man  feeth  ;  for  man  looketh  on  the  1  Sam.  xtU 
outward  appearance^  but  God  looketh  on  the  heart.  ^* 

God  alfo  hath  a  perfeft  forefight  of  contingent  events ; 
be  feeth  upon  what  pin  each  wheel  moveth,  and  withifii.xl?.  11. 
what  weight  every  fcale  will  be  turned ;  he  difcemeth  all 
the  conneftions,  all  the  entanglements  of  things,  and 
what  the  refult  will  be  upon  the  combination,  or  the 
clafhing  of  numberlefs  caufes;  in  correfpondence  to  which 
perceptions  he  doth  order  things  confiftently  and  conveni- 
ently ;  whereas  we  being  ftark  blind,  or  very  dim-iighted 
in  fuch  refpefts,  (feeing  nothing  future,  and  but  few  things 
prefent,)  cannot  apprehend  what  is  fit  and  feafible;  or 
why  that  is  done,  which  appeareth  done  to  us. 

God  obferveth  in  what  relations,  and  what  degrees  of 
comparifon,  (as  to  their  natures,  their  virtues,  their  con- 
fequences,)  all  things  do  ftand,  each  toward  others ;  fo 
poifing  them  in  the  balance  of  right  judgment,  as  exaftly 
to  diftinguifh  their  juft  weight  and  worth  :  whereas  we 
cannot  tell  what  things  to  compare,  we  know  not  how  to 
put  them  into  the  fcale,  we  are  unapt  to  make  due  allow- 
ances, we  are  unable  to  difcem  which  fide  doth  over- 
weigh  :  in  the  immenfe  variety  of  objefts  our  knowledge 

•  ProT.  zTi.  3.  Ifa.  zxvi.  7.  1  Sam.  ii.  3.  Pfal.  ciii.  14.  cxzzix.  2.  Iziv.  6. 
Job.  ziv.  16. 

'BfUts  fU9  yk^  fiiva  ifSfitv  ret  ^r^y/Mtra'  6  li  riv  (l^aif  Stif,  »«i  riv  rtwrtt 
\m9rm9  iwit»rmt  r«y  ^xTovt  »ai  rcvr^fAtiWoVf  n  t»7s  t^yts  ^/««^«»  U^i^i  rn* 
^«ff9.     Theod*  Ep*  8. 
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SERM.  doth  extend  to  few  things  eligible^  nor  among  them  can 
^^'      we  pick  out  the  beft  competitors  for  our  choice :  hence 
often  muft  we  be  at  great  lofles  in  fcanning  the  defigns^  or 
tracing  the  footfteps  of  Providence. 

3.  We  are  alfo  uncapable  thoroughly  to  difcem  the 
ways  of  Providence  from  our  moral  defefts,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  common  to  all  men ;  from  our  ftupidity^  our  floth^ 
our  temerity,  our  impatience,  our  impurity  of  hearty  our 
perverfenefs  of  will  and  affeftions :  we  have  not  the  per- 
fpicacity  to  efpy  the  fubtile  tracks  and  fecret  referves  ol 
divine  wifdom ;  we  have  not  the  induftry,  with  fteady  ap- 
plication of  mind,  to  regard  and  meditate  on  Go4'c 
works;  we  have  not  the  temper  and  patience  to  wai" 
upon  God,  until  he  difcover  himfelf  in  the  accomplifh- 

Matt.  v.  8.  ment  of  his  purpofes ;  we  have  not  that  blejffed  purity  oj 
hearty  which  is  requifite  to  the/eeing  God  in  his  fpeciik 
difpenfations*;  we  have  not  that  reftitude  of  will  and  gp- 
yemment  of  our  paflions,  as  not  to  be  fcandalized  at  what 
God  doeth,  if  it  thwarteth  our  conceit  or  humour  :  fuch 
defeflts  are  obfervable  in  the  beft  men;  who  therefore 
have  mi&pprehended,  have  difreliflied,  have  fretted  and 
murmured  at  the  proceedings  of  God :  we  might  inftance 
in  Job,  in  David,  in  Elias,  in  Jonah,  in  the  holy  Apoftles 
themfelves,  by  whofe  fpeeches  and  deportments  in  fome 
cafes,  it  may  appear  how  difficult  it  is  for  us,  who  have 

Job  X.  4.  ^€S  offiejhy  as  Job  fpeaketh,  and  hearts  too  never  quite 
freed  of  carnality,  to  fee  through,  or  fully  to  acquiefce  in 
the  dealings  of  God. 

It  is  indeed  a  diftemper  incident  to  us,  which  we  can 
hardly  fhun,  or  cure,  that  we  are  apt  to  meafure  the 
equity  and  expedience  of  things  according  to  our  opinions 
and  paliions ;  affefting  confequently  to  impofe  on  God 
Qur  filly  imaginations  as  rules  of  his  proceeding,  and  to 
conftitute  him  the  executioner  of  our  forry  paffions:  what 
we  conceit  fit  to  be  done,  that  we  take  God  bound  to 
perform;  when  we  feel  ourfelves  ftirred,  then  we  prefume 
God  muft  be  alike  concerned  :  to  our  apprehenfions  every 
flight  inconvenience  is  a  huge  calamity,  every  fcratch  of 
fortune  is  a  ghaftly  wound;  God  therefore,  we  thinlf. 
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fhould  have  prevented  itj  or  muft  prefently  remove  it;  SERM. 
every  pitiful  bauble,  every  trivial  accommodation  is  a  ^^- 
matter  of  high  confequence,  which  if  God  withhold,  we 
ar«  ready  to  clamour  on  him,  and  wail  as  children  for 
want  of  a  trifle.  Are  we  foundly  angry,  or  inflamed  with 
zeal?  then  Jire  mu/l  come  down  from  heaven,  Xh&n  thun-Liiktix.54. 
derbolts  muft  fly  about,  then  nothing  but  fudden  woe 
and  vengeance  are  denounced :  Are  we  pleafed  ?  then 
fhowers  of  bleflings  muft  defcend  on  the  heads,  then  floods 
of  wealth  muft  run  into  the  laps  of  our  favourites,  other- 
wife  we  are  not  fatisfled;  and  fcarce  can  deem  God  awake, 
or  mindful  of  his  charge.  We  do  beyond  meafure  hate 
or  defpife  fome  perfons,  and  to  thofe  God  muft  not  afford 
any  favour,  any  mercy,  any  forbearance,  or  time  of  repent- 
atice ;  we  exceffively  admire  or  dote  on  others,  and  thofe 
Crod  muft  not  touch  or  crofs :  if  he  doth  not  proceed 
thus,  he  is  in  danger  to  forfeit  his  authority :  he  muft 
hardly  be  allowed  to  govern  the  world,  in  cafe  he  will 
not  fquare  his  adminiftrations  to  our  fond  conceit,  or  fro- 
watd  humour:  hence  no  wonder,  that  men  often  are 
flumbled  about  Providence;  for  God  will  not  rule  ac- 
cording to  their  fancy  or  pleafure,  (it  would  be  a  mad 
world  if  he  fliould,)  neither  indeed  could  he  do  fo  if  he 
would,  their  judgments  and  their  defires  being  infinitely 
various,  inconfiftent,  and  repugnant.    Again, 

4,  The  nature  of  thofe  inftruments  which  divine  Pro- 
vidence doth  ufe  in  adminiftration  of  human  affairs, 
hindereth  us  from  difceming  it :  it  is  an  obfervation 
among  philofophers,  that  the  footfteps  of  divine  wifdom 
are,  to  exclufion  of  doubt,  far  more  confpicuous  in  the 
works  of  nature,  than  in  the  management  of  our  affairs  ^ ; 
fo  that  fome  who  by  contemplation  of  natural  appear- 

^  Nam  cum  difpoiiti  qusiilTem  foedera  mundi, 
Prsfcriptofque  mari  fines  - 


-tunc  dmnia  rebar 


Coniilio  firmata  Dei 

Scd  cum  res  hominum  tanta  caligine  volvi 
Adfpicerem  — — 

rurfus  labefa^a  cadebat 

Rclligio,  &c.  Claud,  in  Ruff.  U 
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SERM.  ances  were  convinced  of  God's  exiftence^  and  his  proU 
^^'     tion  of  the  world,  (who  thence  could  not  doubt  but  tl 
an  immenfe  wifdom  had  &re&ed  the  beautiful  frame 
heaven  and  earthy  had  ranged  the  ftahs  in  their  order  a 
Dio(i.  SicLcourfes,  had  formed  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  animals,  h 
XV.  p.    s.  pj^yjjgj  fojj.  ^j^g  fubfiftence  and  propagation  of  each  fp 
cies,  had  fettled  and  doth  uphold  the  vifible  world  in.i 
fo  comely  and  convenient  ftate,  that  even  fuch  men^)  r 
fle^ng  on  the  courfe  of  human  tranfa^ons,  have  f^ 
gered  into  diftruft,  whether  a  divine  virifdom  doth  fit 
the  helm  of  our  affairs ;  many  thence  hardly  would  ada 
God  to  be  concerned  in  them,  but  lUppofed  him  to  con 
mit  their  condud:  to  a  fatal  fwinge,  or  a  cafual  flu&i 
ation  of  obvious  caufes  :  one  great  reafon  of  this.  diA 
rence  may  be,  that  whereas  the  inftruments  of  divii 
power  in  nature  are  in  themfelves  merely  paffive,  or  ai 
only  as  they  are  a£ted  by  pure  neceffity,  (as  a  pen  in  writ 
ing,  or  a  hammer  in  flriking,)  being  thence  determinati 
uniform,  conftant,  and  certain  in  their  operation ;  when 
ever  there  any  footfteps  of  counfel,  any  tendency  to  a 
end,  and  deviation  from  the  common  tracks  of  motion  4 
appear,  fuch  effects  cannot  reafonably  be  imputed  merel] 
to  natural  caufes,  but  to  a  fuperior  wifdom,  wielding  then 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  fleering  them  to  fuch  a  mark :  bu 
the  vifible  engines  of  Providence  in  our  affairs  are  felf 
moving  agents,  working  with  knowledge  and  choice;  th« 
wWch,  as  in  themfelves  they  are  indeterminate,  irregular. 
and  uncertain ;  fo  they  are  capable  to  be  diverfified  ic 
numberlefs  unaccountable  ways,  according  to  various  re- 
prefentations  of  objeSs,  or  by  influence  of  divers  prin« 
ciples  inclining  to  judge  and  choofe  differently :  temper, 
humour,   paflion,   prejudice,   cuftom,   example,   together 
with  contingencies  of  occafion,  (depending  on  like  prin- 
ciples in  adjacent  free  caufes,)  do  move,  fingly  or  com- 
binedly,   in  ways   fo  implicate,  to  the  production  of  fo 
various  events,  that  nothing  hardly  can  fall  out,  which 
may  not  with  fome  plaufible  colour  of  reafon  be  derived 
from  fome  one  of  thofe  fources,  or  from  a  complication 
of  them  :  nothing  can  appear  fo  uncouth  or  extravagant. 
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which  may  not  be  fathered  on  fome  fetch  of  wit,  or  fome  SERBt 
hit  of  fancy,  or  fome  capricio  of  humour,  or  fome  tranf*     LV. 
port  of  paffion,  or  fome  lucky  advantage,  or  on  divers  of  ' 

tbofe  confpiring;  whence  in  accounting  for  the  reafon 
of  fuch  events,  men  deem  they  may  leave  out  Providence 
as  fuperfluous ;  efpecially  confidering,  that  ufually  dif- 
ofders  and  defefts,  only  imputable  to  m^'s  will,  do  ac- 
company and  further  fuch  events. 

For  inftance,  what  other  caufe  would  many  think  need-  Geii.xlv.3i» 
fill  to  affign  for  the  conveyance  of  Jofeph  into  Epypt,fYai.cv.  17. 
than   the  envy  of  his  brethren;    for  Shimei's  reviling ^^*™**^* 
David,  than  his  bafe  malignity;  for  David's  numbering xxiv.  1. 
the  people,  than  his  wanton  pride;  for  Jeroboam's  revolt,  J^*^  "** 
than  his  unruly  ambition ;  for  Job's  being  robbed,  thanJobi.  15, 
the  thievifh  difpofition  of  the  Arabs ;  for  his  being  dif-  ^^  n  ^^ 
eafed,  than  a  redundance  of  bad  humours ;  for  our  Lord's  *»^'  *«• 
fafiering,  than  the  fpiteful  rage  of  the  Jewifh  rulers  and 
people ;  together  with  the  treacherous  avarice  of  Judas, 
and  the  corrupt  eafinefs  of  Pilate?   Thefe  events  all  of 
them  are  afcribed  to  God's  hand  and  fpecial  ordination; 
but  men  could  not  fee  or  avow  it  in  them  :  what  need, 
"wiH  men  ever  fay,  in  fuch  cafes  to  introduce  God's  aid, 
when  human  means  fuflice  to  achieve  the  feat  ? 

5.  Indeed,  as  in  nature,  the  influences  of  heaven,  and 
of  inferior  caufes,  fo  commonly  in  the  produ£lion  of  thefe 
events,  divine  and  human  agency  are  fo  knit  and  twifted 
one  with  the  other,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  difcriminate 
them,  fo  as  to  fever  the  bounds  of  common  and  fpecial 
Providence ;  or  to  difcem  what  God  performeth  by  na- 
tural inftruments,  what  by  fuperior  eiScacy;  when  the 
balance  tumeth  from  our  inclinations,  when  it  is  cafl  from 
a  grain  thrown  in  by  divine  interpofition ;  the  manage- 
ment of  thefe  affairs  being  a  concert,  wherein  God's  wif- 
dom  beareth  one  part,  man's  free-will  playeth  another c; 
fortune  and  occafion  alfo  do  ftrike  in ;  we  not  feeing  the 
firft,  are  prone  to  afcribe  all  the  harmony  to  the  laft, 
which  are  mod  obvious  and  viiible. 

«  But  f*^9  wavr»y  ua)  fttra  &to9  rv^n  Mti  Kai^U  rk  mt^^irtm  MvCif*m0t  f ^ 
Max,  Tyr,  dif,  3.  t  Plat, 


{ 
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SERliv      6.  The  more  apt  we  are  to  do  thus,  becaufe  the  olAii- 
LV.     ner  of  divine  efScacy  is  ever  very  foft  and  gentle :  God 
^jf^^.j.  j'difpofeth  things  fortiter  et  fuaviter ;  fo  as  efleftually  to 
%{^mu »«)  perform  what  he  defigneth,  but  in  the  moft  fweet  aad 
^^^*'''      eafy  way :  his  providence  doth  not  hurry  along  like  an 
impetuous  rumbling  torrent,  but  glideth  on  as  a  Imooth 
and  ftill  current,  with  an  irrefiftible  but  imperceptibk 
force  carrying  things  dovm  therewith:   without  muck 
ado,  without  any  clatter,  by  a  nod  of  his  head,  by  a 
whifper  of  his  mouth,  by  a  turn  of  his  hand,  he  doth 
e«s  fw«     effe£t  his  purpofes :  winding  up  a  clofe  fpiing,  he  fetteth 
^^^^  the  greateft  wheels  in  motion  j  and  thrufting  in  an  infcn- 
Se««'y.       fible  fpoke,  he  ftoppeth  the  greateft  wheels  in  their  career; 
'**'inje6ting  a  thought,  exciting  an  humour,  prdenting  til 
occafion,  infinuating  a  petty  accident,  he  bringeth  about 
Pfai.xxxiii.the  moft  notable  events.    He  doth  io  fajhton  the  kearU 
J*'  ofmejii  fo  manage  their  hands,  fo  guide  iheirjieps,  that 

xiii.  6.  even  they  who  are  afted  by  him  cannot  feel  Uie  kaft 
g'xx^ai  ^^^^^  upon  them.  For,  the  king*s  heart  is  in  the  hand  if 
Jcr.  X.  23.  the  Lord,  as  the  rivers  of  waters;  he  tumeth  it  wherefoeotr 
14/xxm"'^  M^i//;  that  is,  by  fecret  pipes,  by  obfcure  channels, 
^  God  conveyeth  the  minds  and  wills  of  greateft  perfoos 

1.  *  *  (the  chief  engines  of  his  providence)  unto  fuch  points  ol 
refolution  as  he  pleafeth,  fo  that  they  feem  to  flow  thi- 
ther of  their  own  accord,  without  any  exterior  dire£doi] 
or  impulfe :  hence  do  his  moft  effeftual  operations  flip  bj 
us  without  making  impreflion  on  our  minds,  which  an 
wont  to  apprehend  things,  as  with  a  grofs  palpabilitj 
they  do  incur  the  fenfes,  fo  that  the  Preacher,  comparinj 
the  methods  of  Providence  with  the  moft  occult  proceed- 
Ecclcf.  xi.  ings  in  nature,  might  well  fay.  As  thou  knowe/i  not  tk 
*•  way  of  the  fpiritj  nor  how  the  hones  do  grow  in  the  wonk 

of  her  that  is  with  child  ;  fo  thou  knoweji  not  t/ie  works  ^ 
God,  who  maketh  all.    Again, 

7.  God,  in  his  progrefs  toward  the  achievement  of  an] 
defign,  is  not  wont  to  go  in  the  moft  dire£l  and  compen 
dious  ways,  but  commonly  windeth  about,  and  taketh  \ 
large  compafs,  enfolding  feveral  other  coincident  pur 
pofes,  fome  whereof  may  be  no  lefs  confiderable,  than  i 
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that,  which  we  deem  mpft  neceflary^  and  a£k£k  to  fee  dif-  SBRM. 
patched:    but  this  courfe  feemeth  tedious  to  us,  who     ^V- 
have  not  the  wit  to  perceive  that  complexion  of  ends>  nor 
the  temper  to  wait  for  the  completion  of  them.     If  Grod, 
when  we  feem  to  need,  doth  not  inftantly  appear  in  our 
&vour  and  fuccour;  if  he  doth  not  prefently  vindicate 
truth  and  right ;  if  he  doth  not  nip  vncked  defigns  in  the 
bud,  and  reprefs  the  firft  onfets  of  outrageous  violence ;  if 
for  a  while  he  fufiereth  the  tabernacles  of  robbers  to  prop' 
per,  and  iniquity  to  lift  up  its  horn  ;  then  he  is  in  a  flum*^ 
her,  quite  unmindful  or  infenfible  of  us  ;  then  he  tumeth 
afide  his  fsu^e,  or  doth  behold  what  pafleth  as  an  uncon- 
cerned fpeftator;  then  he  ftandeth  aloof,  unready  to  help 
us ;  then  doth  he  hold  off  his  hand,  not  meddling  in  our 
afl^s  :  in  fuch  cafes  we  are  apt  to  cry  out,  Eftis  ubi  P   OSil.  ital. 
fuperi !  ^  How  long,  0  Lordy  wilt  thou  forget ;  how  long 
wilt  thou  hide  thy  face  f  Lord,  how  long  wilt  thou  look 
on  f  Awake,  why  Jleepeji  thou,  0  Lord  ?  why  Jlandeft 
Motf  afar  off?  why  withdraweft  thou  thy  hand  P  Pluck  it 
out  of  thy  bofom :  Return,  O  Lord,  how  long  ?   Such  are 
our  prayers,  fuch  our  expoftulations  5  fo  is  our  blind  im- 
patience prone  to  mufe  and  mutter ;  not  confidering  how 
many  good  defigns  God  is  carrying  on  in  a  calm  and 
fleady  pace,  by  well  meafured  fteps,  all  which,  in  due 
feafon,  when  they  are  ripe  for  accomplifhment,  fhall  un- 
doubtedly be  effefted ;  for.  The  Lord,  as  St.  Peter  f^th,  (jcr.  xxiii. 
is  not  flack  concerning  his  promife,  asfome  men  count  flack-  ^^^^  ». 
nefs;   but  is  longfuffering  toward  all  men;  that  is,  he 99 10. 
certainly  will  exprefs  his  faithful  benignity  toward  good 
men,  yet  fo  as  alfo  to  extend  his  merciful  patience  toward 
others ;  he  fo  will  tender  the  interefts  of  fome,  as  concur- 
rently to  procure  the  welfare  of  all,  and  accordingly  will 
time  his  proceedings,  allowing  the  leifure  and  opportu- 
mtics  requifite  thereto :  he  can,  although  we  cannot,  u/azV  ifa.  xxx. 
fo  he  gracious  ;  for  as  in  him  there  are  no  paffions  to  pre-  ^^* 


^1 
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SfiRM.  cipitate  aftiont  fo  to  him  there  aie  no  fenfible  iitDer&M 
LV«     Qftime>  one  day  being  with  the  Lord  as  a  thoufmdyear 
and  a  ihoufand  years  as  one  day, 

8.  Again>  Gbd  (as  is  the  property  of  every  wife  ftgM 
it  wont  to  a&  vwrioufly,  according  to  the  ftate  and  cii 
cumftances  o£  things^  or  to  the  difpofiticmd  and  capadtie 
of  perfons ;  fo  as  to  do  the  (ame  thing  for  diffident  end 
tod  diifetent  things  for  the  fame  end;  to  apply  out  h 
ftrument  to  feyeral  ufes,  and  by  feveral  inftrutnents  t 
work  out  one  purpofe :  fo  he  afflideth  good  men  out  c 
Idve,  for  trial  and  improvement  of  their  virtues^  bad  mt 
in  difpleafurcy  to  illuftrate  his  power  and  juftice  on  them 
be  encoutageth  and  bleileth  the  one,  he  puniiheth  Hn 
curfedii  the  other  with  pfofperity ;  he  redaimeth  boti 
from  error  and  fin  by  either  of  thofe  methods^  as  thd 
tem|>er  shA  their  circumflances  do  require.    Whence  it  i 
very  difficult  for  us  ever  from  the  kind  of  acddents  be 
iSedling  men,  to  divine  how  far  God  is  concerned  in  them 
or  to  what  particular  fcope  they  are  aimed ;  fo  that  wd 
might  the  Preacher,  upon  a  careful  obfefvation  of  fuel 

Ecdef.  ix.  occurrences,  eftablifh  this  rule,  No  man  knoweth  lave  on 

*'  **  haired  (that  is,  the  fpecial  regard  of  God  toward  men 
by  all  that  is  before  them ;  becaufe,  all  things  come  aUk 
to  all:  there  is  one  event  to  the  righteous  and  to  the  wicked 
Farther, 

9.  There  are  different  ends  which  Providence  in  varioui 

Hab.  ill.  6.  order  and  meafure  doth  purfue,  which  we,  by  reafon  oS 
our  dim  iniight  and  fhort  profpeft,  cannot  defcry :  God* 
as  the  univerfal  and  perpetual  governor  of  the  world,  ir 
his  difpenfation  of  things,  refpefiteth  not  only  the  good  ol 
this  or  that  perfon,  of  one  nation  or  one  age ;  but  often 
in  fome  degree  waving  that,  or  taking  care  for  it  in  a  lefs 
remarkable  way,  hath  a  provident  regard  to  the  more  ex- 
tenfive  good  of  a  whole  people,  of  the  world,  of  pofterity 5 
as  he  did  order  his  friend  Abraham  to  wander  in  a  firangc 
land  for  the  benefit  of  his  feed ;  Jofeph  to  be  fold,  ca- 
lumniated, and  fettered  for  the  prefervation  of  his  fa- 
mily; our  Lord  to  fuffer  thofe  grievous  things  for  tht 
redemption  of  mankind  3   the  Jews  to  be  rejected  foi 
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thefalvudonof  the  Gentiles  t  in  fuch  cafes  pUrbUnd men^  SERBI^ 
pbfervin^  events  to  crofc  particular  and  prefent  ends,  bat  ^^* 
not  being  aware  how  conducible  they  may  prove  to 
geoetal,  remote,  and  more  important  de£gns,  can  hard^ 
ly  be  fetisfied  how  God  fbould  be  concerned  in  them; 
the '  prefent,  or  that  which  lieth .  adjacept  ju(l  under 
Qur  nofe,  is  all  that  we  can  or  will  coniider;  and  there-* 
fore  muft  be  ill  judges  of  what  is  done  by  all-proyident 
wifdom. 

10.  Again,  God  permitteth  things,  bad  in  their  own 
nature^  with  regard  to  their  inftrumental  ufe  and  ten- 
dency;  for  that  often  the  worft  things  may  be  ordinabte 
to  the  beft  ends  3  things  very  bitter  may  work  pleafant 
effiads)  upon  the  wildeft  (lock  divine  hufbandry  can' 
ingraft  moft  excellent  fruit ;  fin  really,  and  fuifering  re-^  • 
patedly,  are  the  worft  evils,  yet  from  them  much  glory 
to  Grod  and  great  benefit  to  men  do  accrue ;  even  from 
the'  moft  wicked  sSi  that  ever  was  committed,  from 
the  moft  lamentable  event  that  ever  did  happen,  fruity 
^tdmirably  glorious  and  immenfely  beneficial  did  fpring ; 
yet  ufually  fo  blind  are  we  as  to  be  offended  at  fuch 
things,  and  from  them  to  raife  exceptions  againft  Pro^ 
Tidenc^ 

11.  Alfo  the  expediency  of  things  to  be  permitted  or 
crofled,  doth  frequently  confift,  not  in  themfelves  fingly 
taken^  as  particular  a£ts  or  events,  but  in  their  conjunc«- 
tioB,  or  reference  to  others,  with  which  they  may  bc^me 
fidbfervient  toward  a  common  end  $  fo  that  divers  things 
in  thep^aielves  extremely  bad  may  by  combination  or  col*- 
lifioB  engender  good  effects;  and  thence  prove  fit  wear 
pons  or  topis  of  Providence  3  as  the  moft  dieadly  poifons 
may  be  fo  mixed,  that  curbing  one  another's  force,  they 
Qtfy 'ConAitute  a  harinlefs  mafs,  fometinies  a  wholeifome 
tnedicii^ :  but  we  poring  on  the  fimple  ingredients,  and 
Wt  confidering  how  they  may  be  tempered,  or  how  ap* 
plied  by  a.  ftilful  haod,  can  hardly  deem  the  tdieration  lof 
them  congruous  to  wifdom.    Farther, 

%%.  That  PfOfHisiice  fometimes  is  obfcure  and  intricate 
my  jbe  attributdA  to  tike  will  of  God^  upon  divers  good 
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S£RM.  accounts  defigning  it  to  be  fuch  :  Verily,  faith  the  Pro- 
LV.     phet,  thou  art  a  God  that  hideji  thyjilfy  O  God  of  Ifradi 

Ifi.xlv.  15.  ^he  Saviour. 

Pf.  UxzijL.  God  commonly  doth  not  intend  to  exert  liis  hand  ao- 
torioufly ;  for  that  whereas  every  fpecial  interpofition  of 
his  hand  is  in  efk&  a  miracle^  (furmounting  the  natural 
power,  or  thwarting  the  ordinary  courfe  of  inferior 
caufes,)  it  doth  not  become  him  to  proftitute  his  mira- 
culous power,  or  to  exert  it  otherwife  than  upon  fingular 
occafions,  and  for  mod  weighty  caufes:  it  is  not  co&- 
formable  to  the  tenour  of  his  adminiftrations  to  convine6 
men  againft  their  will,  or  by  irrefiftible  evidence  to  wring 
perfuaiion  from  fhibbom  or  ftupid  minds ;  but  to  exercife 
the  wifdom,  and  to  prove  the  ingenuity  of  well  dif- 
pofed  perfons,  who  upon  competent  intimations  fhall  be 
capable  to  fpell  out,  and  forward  to  approve  his  proceed- 
ings. 

13.  He  will  not  glare  forth  in  difcoveries  fo  bright 
as  to  dazzle,  to  confound  our  weak  fight ;  therefore  he 

Mab.iii.  4.  veilcth  his  &ce  with  a  cloud,  and  wrappeth  his  powef 
in  fome  obfcurity;  therefore  clouds  and  darknefs  are 
round  about  him :  he  maketh  darknefs  hisfecret  place ;  his 
pavilion  round  about  him  is  dark  waters  and  thick  clouds  of 
thefky. 

14.  He  meaneth  thereby  to  improve  and  exalt  our 
failh,  being  the  lefs  feen,  that  he  may  be  the  more  be- 
lieved ;  faith  never  rifing  higher  than  when  it  doth  foar 
to  objefts  beyond  our  fight ;  when  we  can  approve  God's 
wifdom  and  juftice  in  occurrences  furmounting  our  con- 
ceit ;  when  we  can  rely  upon  God's  word  and  help,  al- 
though the  ftream  of  liis  proceedings  feemeth  to  crofs  our 
hopes. 

J 5.  It  is  fit  alfo  that  God  many  times  defignedly  (houU 
acl  in  ways  furpailing  our  apprehenfion,  and  apt  to  baffle 
or  puzzle  our  reafon,  that  he  may '  appear  God  indeed, 
infinitely  tranfceiKling  us  in  perfe^on  of  ^^ifdom  andjw' 
tice ;  or  that  we,  comprehending  the  reafon  of  hb  ad' 
ings,  may  not  imagine  our  wifdom  comparable,  our  jnf* 
tice  commeiifuratc  10  his ;  yea,  that  we  in  thofe  rdTpcds 
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do  exceed  him;  for  That,  as  Tertullian  difcourfeth,  SERM^ 
which  may  he  feeuj  is  lefs  than  the  eyes  that  furvey  it;  •I'V. 
that  which  may  he  comprehended,  is  lefs  than  the  hands 
that  grafp  it;  that  which  may  be  valued^  is  lefs  than  the 
fenfes  which  rate  it^.  It  is  God's  being  ineftimable  that 
makes  him  worthily  efteemed  f ;  his  being  incomprehenfible 
rendereth  him  adorable. 

1 6.  The  obfcurity  of  Providence  doth  indeed  conciliate 
an  awful  reverence  toward  it;  for  darknefs  naturally 
raifeth  a  dread  of  invifible  powers;  we  ufe  to  go  on 
tremblingly,  when  we  cannot  fee  far  about  us;  we  re- 
gard none  fo  much  as  thofe,  whofe  wifdom  we  find  to 
overreach  ours,  and  whofe  intentions  we  cannot  found : 

it  was  Elihu's  obfervation,  fVith  God  is  terrible  majefly  ;  ^oh  xxxvi'u 
the  Almighty y  we  cannot  find  him  out ; — men  do  therefore    '     * 
fear  him. 

17.  It  is  alfo  requifite,  that  God  fhould  difpofe  many 
occurrences,  crofs  to  our  vulgar  notions,  and  ofFenfive  to 
our  carnal  fenfe,  that  we  may  thence  be  prompted  to 
think  of  God,  driven  to  feek  him,  engaged  to  mark  him 
interpofing  in  our  affairs :  men  from  diforderly  and  fur- 
prifing  accidents  prepofteroufly  do  conceive  doubts  about 
Providence,  as  if  it  managing  things,  nothing  odd,  or 
amifs,  would  occur;  whereas  if  no  fuch  events  did  ftart 
up,  they  might  be  proner  to  queftion  it,  they  wo\ild  at 
leaft  come  to  forget  or  negleft  it ;  for  if  human  tranfac- 
tions  paiTed  on  as  do  the  motions  of  nature,  in  a  fmooth 
courfe,  without  any  rub  or  difturbance,  men  commonly 
would  no  more  think  of  God  than  they  do  when  they 
behold  the  fun  rifing,  the  rivers  running,  the  fea  flowing ; 
they  would  not  depend  on  his  proteftion,  or  have  re- 
courfe  to  him  for  fuccour:  it  is  difficulty  and  diftrefs 
feizing  on  them,  which  compel  men  to  implore  God  for 
relief,  which  difpofe  them  to  fee  his  hand  reaching  it  forth 

*  Qnod  Yideri  communiter,  quod  comprehendi,  quod  sftimari  poteft, 
nuBiis  eft  ocalis  quibus  occupatur,  et  manibus  quibus  oontaminatur,  et  fen- 
fibos  quibus  invenitur.    Tert.  Apol,  ]  7. 

^  Hoc  eft  .quod  Deum  sftimaii  facit,  dum  seftimari  non  capit.  TerK 
16.  . 
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SBRM.unto  them;  according  to  that  in  the  Pfalm;  IVken  heJUw 
**^'     them,  then  they  fought  him;  they  returned  and  inqtnred 
K  luTiii.  early  after  God;  they  remembered  that  God  was  their  rodtj 
•♦»  8*«       and  the  mofi  high  God  their  redeemer,    Again^ 

1 8.  It  is  needful  that  the  prefent  courfe  of  Providenee 
0iould  not  be  tranfparently  clear  and  fatisfaAory^  that 
we  may  be  well  affured  concerning  a  future  account, 
and  forced  in  our  thoughts  to  recur  thither  for  a  refo- 
lution  of  all  fuch  emergent  doubts  and  difficulties :  for 
if  all  accounts  we)ie  apparently  dated  and  difchargcd 
here;  if  now  right  did  ever  prevail^  and  iniquity  were 
fii[q>refled;  if  virtue  were  duly  crowned,  and  vice  de- 
;fervcdly  fcourged^  who  would  hope  or  fear  an  after-reck- 
oning? 

This  indeed  is  the  grand  caufe,  why  Providence  now 
doth  appear  fo  cloudy,  that  men  confider  not  how  our 
aflfairs  have  no  complete  determination^  or  final  iflue  here; 
things  now  are  doing,  and  not  done ;  in  a  progreft  ani 
tendency  toward  fomewhat  beyond,  not  in  a  flate  of  con- 
fidence and  perfeAion ;  this  not  being  the  place  of  de— 
•  ciding  caufes  or  difpenfing  rewards ;  but  a  ftate  of  proba- 
tion, of  work,  of  travail,  of  combat,  of  running  for  th^ 
prize,  of  fowing  toward  the  harveft  ;  a  ftate  of  liberty  t^ 
follow  our  own  choice,  and  to  lay  the  ground  of  oo-^ 
doom ;  of  failing  into  fin,  and  of  rifing  thence  by  repent 
ance ;  of  God's  exercifing  patience,  and  exhibiting  mercy 
Chryf.tomv  wherefore  as  we  cannot  well  judge  of  an  artificial  worS 
^"'  P*     *    by  its  firft  draughts,  or  of  a  poem  by  a  few  fcenes,  bi^ 
jnuft  ftay  till  all  be  finifhed  or  a6led  through ;  fo  we  CBxm 
»not  here  clearly  difcem  the  entire  congruity  of  provS 
dential  difpenfations  to  the  divine  attributes;  the  Cat^ 
ftrophe  or  utmoft  refolution  of  things  is  the  general  jud^ 
Rom.  ii.  7^  ment,  wherein  the  deep  wifdom,  the  exaA  juftice, -t!ra 
perfeft  goodnefs  of  God  will  be  difpUyed  to  the  fc^ 
fatisfa£lion  or  conviftion  of  aU  men;  when  God's  h^: 
nour  will  be  thoroughly  vindicated,  his  defpifed  patiea^ 
and  his  abufed  grace  vidll  be  avenged;  every  cafe  i^l 
be  rightly  tried,  every  work  will  be  juftly  reooiqpenli^^ 
all  accounts  wjU  be  fet  (Iraight;  in  the.  mean  tincie  div^^ 
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things  mA  occur^  unaccountable  to  us^  looking  upon  SBRM. 
tbiiigs  as  thoy  now  ftand  abfolutely  before  us,  without     ^^' 
reference  io  that  day;   confidering  this  may  induce  U9 
to   fufpiend  our  opinion   about  fuch  .  matters,  allowing 
God  to  go  through  with  his  work  before  we  cenfure  it, 
not  being  fo  quick  and  precipitate  as  to  foreflal  his 
judgment:  and  furely,  would  we  but  ob&rve  that  rea- 
fonable  adyice  of  St.  Paul,  Judge  nothing  before  the  timey  1  Cdr.jy. 
until  the  I/ord  come,  our  chief  douW  would  be  refolved>  ^' 
our  ihrewdeft  exceptions  againft  Providence  would  be 
•voided* 

Thefe  are  the  chief  reafons  of  the  point,  which  medita^- 
-tion  did  fuggeil;  upon  it  (for  it  is  not  a  point  merely 
fpeculative,  but  pregnant  with  ufeful  confequences)  divers 
pra^cal  ^plications  may  be  grounded,  which  the  time- 
Icarcely  will  allow  me  to  name. 

I.  It  ibould  render  us  modefl  and  fober  ia  our  judg- 
ment about  providential  occurrences,  not  pretending  tho** 
Tou^ily  to  know  the  reafons  of  God's  proceedings,  or  toEcclos.  iiu 
define  the  confequences  of  them;. for  it  is  plainly  fond ^^1. cxxxf. 
arrogance,  dr  profane  impofture,  to  aflume  perfeft  (kill  in  i« 
that  which  pafTeth  our  capacity  to  learn. 

a.  It  (hould  make  us  Aaunch  and  cautious  of  grounding 
judgment  or  cenfure  upon  prefent  events  about  any  caufe, 
or  any  perfon;  for  it  is  notorious  temerity  to  pafs  fenrLukexiil.i. 
tence  upon  grounds  uncapable  of  evidence. 

3.  It  ihould  reprefs  wanton  curiofity,  which  may  tranf-Jobzi.  13. 
port  us  beyond  our  bounds  in  fpeculation  of  thefe  myfte-  ^^\  '  **' 
rioua  intrigues ;  fo  that  we  fliall  lofe  our  labour  and  time.  Job  xlH.  3. 
fliall  difcompofe  oiu*  minds,  fhall  plunge  ourfelves  into 

vain  errors  or  anxious  doubts. 

4.  It  ihould  keep  us  from  conceitednefs  and  confi- Job  xl.  4. 
dence  in  our  own  wifdom;  for  how  can  we  conceit  highly  j^jj^j^jji^ 
of  that,  or  much  confide  in  it,  which  we  find  fo  unable  ««•  x»x»x« 
to  penetrate  the  reafon  of  moft  common  and  dbvious*' 
appearances;    to  nonpluft  in  its  inquiries,  fo  idefeaied 

in  its  expe€tations,  fo   mifiaken  in  its   judgments,   of 
diingt  ? 

.    5.  It  Ihoold  ^ptOtsxt  us  from  infid^iity^and  from»  de- 
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SERM.  (pair  upon  account  of  any  crofs  accidents  occurring  here 
^^'     for  it  is  unreafonable  to  difbelieve  a  notion,  otherwife.wd 
grounded,  becaufe  we  cannot  aiToil  fcruplei  or  ca^ 
drawn  from  matters  infcrutable  to  us ;  it  is  foolifh  to  d& 
fpair  of  a  good  event  upon  appearances,  whereof  we  can« 
not  apprehend  the  full  reafon,  or  final  refult. 
slCingsxz.     6.  It  (hould  prevent  our  taking  ofTence,  or  being  dif» 
MatczYi.  contented  at  any  events  rifing  up  before  us;  for  to  be 
^*  difpleafed  at  that,  which  a  fuperior  wifdom,  imfearch- 

able  to  us,  doth  order,  is  to  be  difpleafed  at  we  know  not 
what,  or  why,  which  is  childifh  weaknefs;  to  finet  and 
wail  at  that,  which,  for  all  we  can  fee,  proceedeth  from 
good  intention,  and  tendeth  to  good  ifliie,  is  pitiful  fro- 
wardnefs. 
Ecclef.  viii.  y.  It  (hould  guard  us  from  fecurity,  or  from  prefuming 
upon  impunity  for  our  mifcarriages ;  for  feeing  God  doth 
not  always  clearly  and  fiilly  difcover  his  mind,  it  is  vain 
from  God's  refervednefs  to  conclude  his  unconcemednefs; 
or  becaufe  he  is  now  patient,"  that  he  never  will  be  juft  in 
chafiifing  our  offences. 

8.  It  (hould  quicken  our  indufhy  in  obferving  and 
ifd.  xxvi.    confidering  the  works  of  Providence;  for  fince  they  are 

not  eafily  difcemible,  and  the  difceming  them  in  fome 
meafure  is  fometimes  of  great  ufe,  it  is  needful  that  we 
be  very  diligent  in  contemplation  of  them;  the  fainter 
our  light  is,  the  more  attent  we  fliould  be  in  looking;  the 
knottier  the  fubjeft,  the  more  eameft  fhould  be  our  ftudy 
on  it. 

9.  It  (hould  oblige  us  to  be  circumfpeft  and  wary  in 
our  converfation ;  for  the  darker  the  way  is,  the  more 
careful  (hould  be  our  walking  therein,  left  we  err,  left  we 
ftumble,  left  we  fbike  on  fomewhat  hurtful  to  us. 

10.  It  (hould  engage  us  conftantly  to  feek  God,  and 
jer.  z.  23.  to  depend  on  him,  for  the  prote£tion  and  condu£l  of 

his  grace,  which  is  the  only  clue  that  can  lead  us  (afely 
through  this  intricate  labyrinth  of  worldly  contingent- 
cies. 
Pfal.zxxvi.     II.  In  fine,  it  (hould  caufe  us  humbly  to  admire  and 
■adoT^  that  wifdom,  which  govemeth  the  world  in  ways 
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no  Icfs  great  and  wonderful,  than  juft  and  holy:    for,  SERM. 
Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  worksy  0  Lord  God  AU     LV. 
«^*'y;  jnft  ond  true  are  thy  ways^  0  thou  King  of^^^^  ^^ 
Saints.  t-  3. ««.  2. 

Now  unto  the  King  eternal^  immortal,  invifible,  the 
only  wife  God,  be  honour  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 


SERMON    LVL 


OF  OBEDIENCE  TO  OUR  SPIRITUAL  GUIDES 
AND  GOVERNORS. 


Heb.  xiii.  17. 

Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you. 

SERM.  Obedience  unto  fpintual  guides  and  governors  is  a 
duty  of  great  importance  5  the  which  to  declare  and  preis 
is  very  feafonable  for  thefe  times^  wherein  fo  little  regard 
is  had  thereto:  I  have  therefore  pitched  on  this  text, 
being  an  apoftolical  precept,  briefly  and  clearly  enjoining 
that  duty;  and  in  it  we  fhall  confider  and  explain  thefe 
two  particulars :  i.  The  perfons  to  whom  obedience  is 
to  be  payed.  2.  What  that  obedience  doth  import,  or 
wherein  it  confifteth :  and  together  with  explication  of 
the  duty,  we  fhall  apply  it,  and  urge  its  practice. 

I.  As  to  the  perfons,  unto  whom  obedience  is  to  be 
performed,  they  are,  generally  fpeaking,  all  fpiritual  guides, 
Hcb.  xiii.  or  govemors  of  the  Church,  (thofe  who  Jpeak  to  us  the 
^*^^'  word  of  Gody  and  w/io  watch  for  ourfoulsy  as  they  are  de- 
fcribed  in  the  context,)  exprefled  here  by  a  term  very  fig- 
nificant  and  appofite,  as  implying  fully  the  nature  of  their 
charge,  the  qualification  of  their  perfons,  their  rank,  and 
privileges  in  the  Church,  together  confequently  with  the 
grounds  of  obligation  to  the  correfpondent  duties  toward 
them.  There  are  in  holy  Scripture  divers  names  and 
phrafes  appropriate  to  them,  each  of  them  denoting  fome 
eminent  part  of  their  office,  or  fome  appertenance  thereto; 
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bat  this  feemeth  of  all  moft  comprehenfive ;  fo  that  unto  SERM. 
it  all  the  reft  are  well  reducible :  the  term  is  ^yovftt voi,    ^^^* 
that  is,  leaders^  or  guides^  or  captains;  which  properly 
may  denote  the  fubfequent  particulars  in  way  of  duty,  or 
privilege,  appertaining  to  them. 

1.  It  may  denote  eminence  of  dignity,  or  fuperiority 
to  others :  that  they  are,  as  it  is  faid  of  Judas  and  SiUus 

in  the  A6k8,  ivdpes  ^yow/xevoi  h  aliXfol^y  principal  men  among  Aas  xv.  as, 
ihg  brethren :  for  to  lead  implieth  precedence,  which  is  a 
note   of  fuperiority  and  preeminence.     Hence  are.  they 
ftyled  Ttfoea-Tooresj  prefidents  or  prelates ;  o\  TFpwroi,  the  firfi,  1  Tim.  y. 
t)r  prime  men  5  01  [Mll^nsy  the  g7  eater,  majors,  or  grandees  ^^'^^j.  ^^ 
among  us :    He,  faith  our  Lord,   that  will  be  the  firji  1  Theff.  ▼. 
among  you,  let  him  he  yourfervant ;  and.  He  that  is  greater  ^att.  xx. 
among  you,  let  him  be  as  the  younger;  and  he  that  is  chief,  27.   . 
as  he  that  dothferve  ;  where  h  fullm  and  6  ^oo/tevo^  (the  26. 
greater  and  the  leader)  are  terms  equivalent,  or  interpre- 
tative the  one  of  the  other ;  and  our  Lord  in  thofe  places^ 
as  he  prcfcribeth  humility  of  mind  and  demeanour,  fo  he  Phil.  ii.  39. 
-imidieth  difference  of  rank  among  his  difciples  :  whence  Jg^^*^' 
■to  render  efpecial  refpe£l  and  honour  to  them,  as  to  our  1  Tim.  v. 
betters,  is  a  duty  often  enjoined.  ^^' 

2.  It  doth  imply  power  and  authority:  their  fupe- 
riority is  not  barely  grounded  on  perfonal  worth  or  for- 
tune ;  it  ferveth  not  merely  for  order  and  pomp;  but  it 
ftandeth  upon  the  nature  of  their  office,  and  tendeth  to  . 
ufe :  they  are  by  God's  appointment  enabled  to  exercife 
aAs  oiF  power;  to  command,  to  judge,  to  check,  control,. 
«nd  chaftife  in  a  fpiritual  way,  in  order  to  fpiritual  ends, 

•  (the  regulation  of  God's  worftiip  and  fervice,  the  puefer- 
T&tion  of  order  and  peace,  the  promoting  of  edification  in 
^yine  knowledge  tind  holinefs  of  life;)  fo  are  they  ijyipAvoi, 
as  that  word  in  common  ufe  (as  the  word  ^yffteoy,  of  kin 
to  it)  doth  fignify,  captains  and  princes,  importing  autho- 
rity to  command  and  rule ;  (whence  the  Hebrew  word 
•^^jy^j,  a  prince,  is  ufually  rendered  by  it ;  and  6  ^lyoufuvos.  Matt.  n.  s. 
■is  the  title  attrS>uted  to  our  Lord,  to  exprefs  his  kin^y 
ihndidn,  bring  the  fame  with  appc^jyo?,  the  prince,  or  aip-  ABs  v.  ai. 
'-tain:)  hence  are  they  otherwife  ftyled  jfv6ipf^«j  (^ov^r- 1  Cor. xii. 
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SERM.  7iors),iiria-xoitoi  {overjeers 9  or Jiiperi7i(endenls,2LsSuJiierotDt 
^^^'  rendereth  it),  pajiors,  (a  word  often  fignifying  rule,  and  at- 
Aaixjc.as.tributed  to  civil  governors,)  vpsaSinpoi  {elders,  or  fena- 
JJ.*"- "'..?•  tors;  the  word  dcnoteth  not  merely  age,  but  office  and 
71.  authority),  oi  hirifiehovvTes,  fiicli  as  take  care  for,  the  «<• 

aSam.Va/^'^^^'  orfiipervifors  of  the  Church:  hence  alfo  they  arc 
^'"•7*  ...  fignally  and  fpecially  in  relation  unto  God  ftyled  Mkn 
5.  *   {the  Jerva fits) y  haxovot   {the  miniflers),  wflnj^rrai    {the  offi'     \ 

aTlm.ii.    cer$)y  kstToupyo)  {the  public  agents)^  oJxovo/aoi  {the  Jle wards), 
Rom.  XV.    ffvvepyo)    {the  coadjutors,   or   ajflfiaiits),  xpiirSas   {the  fc- 
iCor.  iv.  1  S^'^^)>  "yyeXoi  {tlie  angels,  or  meffengers),  of  God;  which 
fi.  iii.  9.  Ti.  titles  imply,  that  God  by  them,  as  his  fubftitutes  and  in- 
aCor!Vi.4.ftnunents,  doth  adminifter  the  affairs  of  his  fpiritual  king- 
Tit,  i.  a.     dom :  that  as  by  fecular  mapftrates  (his  \icegerent8  and 
Apoc.  L  29* officers)  he  manageth  his  univerfal  temporal  kingdom,  or 
govemeth  all  men  in  order  to  their  worldly  peace  and 
profperity ;  fo  by  thefe  fpiritual  magiftrates  he  ruleth  his 
Church,  toward  its  fpiritual  welfare  and  felicity. 

3,  The  word  alfo  doth  imply  dire^on,  or  inftruSion  $ 
that  is,  guidance  of  people  hi  the  way  of  truth  and  duty'^ 
reclaiming  them  from  error  and  (in :  this,  as  it  is  a  mean^ 
hugely  conducing  to  the  defign  of  their  office,  fo  it  is  ^^' 
Eph.  IT.  1 1.  principal  member  thereof :  whence  SiSao-xoXoi,  doSors,  o^ 
i«^^''  *"    mailers  in  diK^rinc,  is  a  conmion  name  of  them  5  and  tc^ 
R<»«-xjj'7-be  ^i^xxTixoU  able  and  apt  to  ttachy  (ixatwi  Ma^of,  and  wpo^ — 
«  Tim.  u.    H^h)  is  »  chief  qualification  of  their  perfons;  and  to  atten(^ 
««.u.  i.     on  ttaching,  to  be  intiant  in  preaching,  to  labour  in  th^ 
Id.  16.  v.*  word  and  rfo<9riwr,  are  their  moft  commendable  perform — 
i**rim  ir    ^^^*  •  hcnce  alio  they  arc  calleil  jhepherds,  becaufe  the^ 
«.  feed  the  fouls  of  God's  people  with  the  food  of  whole — 

fome  inttmclion;  watchmen,  lx^:aufe  they  obferve  men'^ 


ways%  and  warn  them  when  they  decline  from  right, 
nm  inio  iknger :  the  mejihtgers  of  God,  becaufe  they  de^ — 
claiv  God*$  mind  and  will  unto  them  for  the  regulation  o-  ^ 
their  pnioUce. 

4.  Tlic  won!  feuthor  may  denote  exemplary  prance  J 
R>r  to  lead  intplicth  lb  10  go  before,  that  he  who  is  con  — 
duoUx)  may  Rillow;  os^  a  captain  marcheth  before  hk^ 
triH'kp ;  AS  a  tlicphcrd  walketh  before  his  flock,  as  a  gui(L^ 
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goeth  before  the  traveller,  whom  he  direfteth;    hence  SERM. 
they  are  faid  to  be,  and  enjoined  to  behave  themfelves  as     ^^^' 
patterns  of  the  flock  ;  and  the  people  are  charged  to  imi- 1  Pct.  v.a. 
Ute  and  follow  thenft  J  J^"-  '^- 

Such  in  general  doth  the  word  here  ufed  imply  the  per-  Phil.  Hi.  17. 
fons  to  be,  unto  whom  obedience  is  prefcribed:  but  there  ^'^"'^^'jjj 
ie  farther  fome  diftinftion  to  be  made  among  them ;  there  9, 7. 
are  degrees  and  fubordinations  in  thefe  guidances;  fomei  Theff'i.* 
are  in  regard  to  different  perfons  both  empowered  toj-^^^^.  ^^ 
guide,  and  obliged  to  follow,  or  obey.  iv.  16. 

The  Church  is  acies  ordinata,  a  well  marfhalled  army ; 
wherein,  under  the  Captain-general  of  our  faith  andfalva^  1  Pet.  v.  4. 
tion,  {the  Head  of  the  body,  the  fovereign  Prince  and  Prieft,  ^  '  "**  ^' 
the  Arch-paftor,  the  chief  jlpojlle  of  our  profeffion^  and 
Bifhop  of  our  fouls  ^)  there  are  divers  captains  ferving  in  fit 
degrees  of  fubordination;  bifhops  commanding  larger  regi- 
ments, prefbyters  ordering  lefs  numerous  companies ;  all 
which,  by  the  bands  of  common  faith,  of  mutual  charity, 
of  holy  communion  and  peace,  being  combined  together, 
do  in  their  refpeftive  ftations  govern  and  guide,  are  go- 
verned and  guided:  the  bifhops,  each  in  his  precinfts, 
guiding  more  immediately  the  priefts  fubjeft  to  them; 
Uie  priefls,  each  guiding  the  people  committed  to  his 
charge:  all  bifhops  and  priefts  being  guided  by  fynods 
eflablifhed,  or  congregated,  upon  emergent  occafion ; 
many  of  them  ordinarily  by  thofe  principal  bifhops,  who 
are  regularly  fettled  in  a  prefidency  over  them;  according 
to  the  difHnftions  conflituted  by  God  and  his  ApofUes,  or 
introduced  by  human  prudence,  as  the  prefervation  of 
order  and  peace  (in  various  times  and  circumftances  of 
things). hath  feemed  to  require:  to  which  fubordination 
the  two  great  ApofUes  may  feem  to  have  regard,  when 
they  bid  us  (nroToira-scr^af  oAX^Ao*^,  to  be  fhbjeSi  to  one  an^  x  Pet.  v.  3. 
other  ^\  their  injunftion  at  leafl  may,  according  to  theirphiKu.'a*' 
general  intent,  (which  aimeth  at  the  prefervation  of  order 
and  peace,)  be  well  extended  fo  far. 


no   OfOMimUe  to  ourjpititual  Guides  and  Chvunork 

SERM.      Of  this  diftiiidion  there  was  never  iii'aacient  timei 
LVI*    made  any  qneftion^  nor  did  it  'feem  difputable  in  tbfr 

^^Tip!     Church,  except  to  one  malecontent,  (Aerius,)  who  did 

!•.  i«.  indeed  get  a  name  in  fiory,  but  nevA:  made  much  iioife^ 
or  obtained  aiiy  vogue  in  the  world ;  very  iew  followers 
he  found  in  his  heterodoxy ;  no  great  body  even  of  he^ 

£p.  97. 65.  retics  could  find  caufe  to  diflent  from  the  Church  in  this 
point;  but  all  Arians,  Macedonians,  Novatians,  Dona* 
ii&s,  &c.  maintained  the  diftin£tion  of  ecclefiaftical  ordcif 
among  themfelves,  and  acknowledged- the  duty  of  the  in- 
ferior clergy  to  their  biihops :  and  no  wonder^  feeing  it 
ftandeth  upon  fo  very  firm  and  clear  grounds ;  upon  thd 
reafbn  of  the  cafe,  upon  the  teitimony  of  holy  Scripture 
upon  general  tradition  and  unqueftionable  monuments  of 
antiquity,  upon  the  conunon  judgment  and  prance  of -the 
greateft  faints,  perfons  moft  renowned  for  wifdom  and 
piety  in  the  Church. 

Reafon  plainly  doth  require  fuch  fubordinations ;  for 
that  without  them  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  preferve  any  da** 
rable  concord  or  charity  in  Chriftian  focieties,  to  efiabliih 
any  decent  harmony  in  the  worfhip  and  fervice  of  God| 
to  check  odious  fcandals,  to  prevent  or  repieft  baneful 
fiBL6Uons,  to  guard  our  rel^on  from  being  overfpread  with 
pernicious  herefies,  to  keep  the  Church  from  being  fliat- 
tered  into  numberlefs  fe£ts,  and  thence  from  being  crum- 
bled into  nothing;  in  fine,  for  any  good  time  to  uphold 
the  profeffion  and  pra&ice  of  Chriitianity  itfelf :  for  hour, 
if  there  be  not  fettled  corporations  of  Chriftian  people^ 
having  bulk  and  ftrength  fufficient  by  joint  endeavour  to 
maintain  the  truth,  honour,  and  intereft  of  their  religioD; 
if  the  Church  ihould  only  confift  of  independent  and  in- 
coherent particles,  (like  duft  or  land,)  eafily  fcattered  by 
any  wind  of  oppofition  from  without,  or  by  any  commo- 
tion witliin ;  if  Chriftendom  fhould  be  merely  a  Bafod  of 
confofed  opinions  and  practices ;  how^  I  lay,  then  could 
Chriitianity  fubfift  ?  how  could  the  fimple,  among  fo  di^ 
cordant  apprehenfions,  be  able  to  difcem  the  truth  of  it? 
bow  would  the  wife  be  tempted  to  diflike  it,  beii^  (7 
mangled  and  disfigured  ?  what  an  objed  of  cooteivipt  aod 
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(com  would  it  be  to  the  profaner  worlds  in  fuch  a  cafe  1  SERM. 
It  needeth  therefore  confiderable  focieties  to  uphdld  it ;  ^^^' 
but  no  fodety  (efpecially  of  any  large  extent)  can  abide 
in  order  and  peace^  under  the  management  of  equal  and 
cooidinaite  powers ;  without  a  (ingle  undivided  authority^ 
enabled  to  moderate  affairs^  and  reduce  them  to  a  point,  , 
to  arlntrate  emergent  cafes  of  difference,  to  put  good 
OideiB  in  execution,  to  curb  the  adverfaries  of  order  and 
peace:  thefe  things  cannot  be  well  performed,  where 
there  is  a  parity  of  many  concurrents,  apt  to  diflent,  and 
able  to  check  each  other  ^;  no  democracy  can  be  fup- 
ported  without  borrowing  fomewhat  from  monarchy ;  no 
body  can  live  without  a  head;  an  army  cannot  be  with- 
out a  general,  a  fenate  without  a  prefident,  a  corporation 
without  a  fupreme  magiftrate^^:  this  all  experience  at- 
teAeth ;  this  even  the  chief  impugners  of  epifcopal  pre- 
fidency  do  by  their  pra£tice  confefs ;  who  for  prevention 
of  diforder  have  been  fain  of  their  own  heads  to  devife  ec-  ' 
clefiaitical  fubordinations  of  clafles,  provinces,  and  na- 
taons ;  and  to  appoint  moderators  (or  temporary  bifhops) 
b  their  aflfemblies ',  fo  that  reafon  hath  forced  the  diiTent- 
ers  from  the  Church  to  imitate  it. 

If  there  be  not  infpe£tors  over  the  doArine  and  manners 
of  the  conunon  clergy,  there  will  be  many  who  will  fay 
and  do  any  thing ;  they  will  in  teaching  pleafe  their  own 
hnmour,  or  foothe  the  people,  or  ferve  their  own  inter*- 
efb;  they  will  indulge  themfelves  in  a  licentious  manner 
of  life ;  they  will  clafh  in  their  do6krines,  and  fcatter  the 
people,  and  draw  them  into  &£lions. 

It  is  alfo  very  neoeflSiry  for  preferving  the  unity  and 
conununion  of  the  parts  of  the  Catholic  Church ;  feeing 

^  Ecclefise  folus  in  fummi  faceidotis  dignitate  coniiftity  cui  fi  non  ezon 
qpMBdam,  et  ab  omnibus  eminens  detur  poteftas  tot  in  eccleiia  efficientor 
iUilftnatay  quot  facerdotes.    Hler,  in  Lue'tf, 

Kee  pfe(bytetorum  coetus  rite  conftitutus  dici  poteft,  in  quo  n\illu8  fit 
4y^ii<^.     B«B.  it  Grad.  Mia,  cap.  23. 

c  Eflentiale  fuit,  quod  ex  Dei  ordinatione  peipctua  neoefle  fuk>  eft,  et  erit> 
at  pfeftyterio  qaifpiam  et  loco  et  dignitate  primus  afUoni  gubernandse  pnefit 
com  eo,  qnod  ipfi  diiinitus  attributum  eft  jure.  Bez,  tie  Mm,  Evimg,  Grai, 
cap.  uuii.  p.  133. 
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S  ERM.  fingle  perfons  are  much  fitter  to  maintain  correfpomlenc 

LVI.     than  headlefs  bodies. 
"""""""       The  very  credit  of  religion  doth  require^  that  tho 
(hould  be  perfons  raifed  above  the  common  levd^  an 
endued  with  eminent  autliority,  to  wbofe  care  the  pre 
moting  it  fhoidd  be  committed ;  for  fuch  as  the  perfos 
are,  who  manage  any  profeflion,  fuch  will  be  the  refpe^ 
yielded  thereto:  if  the  miniilers  of  religion  be  men  c 
honour  and  authority,  religion  itfelf  will  be  venerable ;  i 
thofe  be  mean,  that  will  become  contemptible. 
The  holy  Scripture  alfo  doth  plainly  enough  counte- 
Apoc.  U.  8,  nance  this  diftin6lion;   for  therein  we  have  reprefentec 
one  angel  prefiding  over  principal  churches,  which  con- 
tained feveral  prefbyters  5  therein  we  find  epifcopal  ordi- 
nation and  jurifdi£iion  exercifed ;   we  have  one  bifh6p 
Tit.  i.  J.     conftituting  prefbyters  in  divers  cities  of  his  diocefe ;  or- 
1,  i7»  19,   dering  all  things  therein  concerning  ecclefiaftical  difd- 
«o,  a2,&c.pijne;  judging  prefbyters,  rebuking,  fwra  irao^j  ^wtraynst 
with  all  authority,  (or  imperioufhefs,  as  it  were ;  Tit.  u. 
15.)   and  reconciling  offenders,    fecluding  heretics    and 
fcandalous  perfons. 

In  the  Jewifh  Church  there  were  an  high-prieft,  chief- 
prieft,  a  fanhedrim,  or  fenate,  or  fynod. 

The  government  of  congregations  among  God's  ancient 
people  (which  it  is  probable  was  the  pattern  that  the 
ApofUes,  no  affefters  of  needlefs  innovation,  did  follow  in 
eflabliftiing  ecclefiaftical  difcipline  among  Chriflians)  doth 
hereto  agree;  for  in  their  fynagogues,  anfwering  to  our 
Chriftian  churches,  they  had,  as  their  elders  and  do£kors, 
WH'^  ft)  over  them  an  oipxi<rvviyaiyo$^  the  head  of  the  elderfhip, 
'•"'?'■'  and  prefident  of  the  fynagogue. 

The  primitive  general  ufe  of  Chriflians  moft  efreftually 
doth  back  the  Scripture,  and  interpret  it  in  favour  of  this 
diftinftion;  fcarce  lefs  than  demonftrating  it  conftituted' 
by  the  ApofUes  5  for  how  otherwife  is  it  imaginable,  that 
all  the  churches  founded  by  the  Apoftles,  in  feveral  mofl 
diflant  and  disjoined  places,  (at  Jerufalem,  at  Antioch,  at 
Alexandria,  at  Ephefus,  at  Corinth,  at  Rome,)  fhoijd  pre- 
fently  confpijre  in  acknowledgment  and  ufe  of  it  ?    how^ 
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could  it  without  apparent  confederacy  be  formed,  how  SERM. 
could  it  creep  in  withoutuotable  clatter,  how  could  it  be    ^^^; 
admitted  without  confiderable  oppofition,  if  it  were  not  in 
the  foundation  of  thofe  churclvss  laid  by  the  Apofiles  ? 
How  is  it  likely>  that  in  thofe  times  of  grievous  perfecu- 
tion^  falling  chiefly  upon  the  biihops,  (when  to  be  eminent 
among  Chriftians  yielded  (lender  reward,  and  expofed  to 
extreme  hazard ;  when  to  feek  preeminence  was  in  efFeft 
to  court  danger  and  trouble,  torture  and  ruin,)  an  am-* 
bidon  of  irregularly  advancing  themfelves   above   their 
brethren  ihould  fo  generally  prevail  among  the  ableft  and 
beft  Chriftians  ?  How  could  thofe  famous  martyrs  for  the 
Chriftian  truth  be  fome  of  them  fo  unconfoionable  as  to 
afe&9  others  fo  irrefolute  as  to  yield  to  fuch  injurious  en-* 
croachments  ?  and  how  could  all  the  holy  Fathers  (per- 
fons  of  fo  renowrned,  fo  approved  wifdom  and  integrity) 
be  fo  blind  as  not  to  difcem  fuch  a  corruption,  or  fo  bad 
as  to  abet  it?  How  indeed  could  all  God's  Church  be  fo 
weak  as  to  confent  in  judgment,  fo  bafe  as  to  comply  in 
prance  with  it  ?  In  fine,  how  can  we  conceive  that  all 
the  beft  monuments  of  antiquity  down  from  the  begin^* 
Ding  (the  afts,  the  epiftles,  the  hiftories,  the  commen- 
taries, the  writings  of  all  forts  coming  from  the  blefled 
martyrsj  and  moft  holy  confeflbrs  of  our  faith)  fhould 
Gonfpire  to  abufe  us ;  the  which  do  fpeak  nothing  but  bi- 
(bops ;  long  catalogues  and  rows  of  bifhops  fucceeding  in 
thi^  and  that  city ;  bifliops  contefting  for  the  faith  againft 
Pkgan  idolaters,  and  heretical  corrupters  of  Chriftian  doc- 
trine; bifhops  here  teaching  and  planting  our  religion  by  their 
labours,  there  fuffering  and  watering  it  with  their  blood  ? 
I  could  not  but  touch  this  point :  but  I  cannot  infift 
'  thereon  5  the  full  difcuffion  of  it,  and  vindication  of  the 
truth  from  the  cavils  advanced  againft  the  truth  by  mo- 
dem diflenters  from  the  Church,  having  employed  volu*- 
mihous  treatifes :  I  fliall  only  farther  add,  that  if  any  man 
be  fo  dully  or  fo  affeftedly  ignorant  as  not  to  fee  the  rea- 
ibn  of  the  cafe,  and  the  dangerous  confequences  of  reje£t^ 
jiig  this  ancient  form  of  difcipline ;  if  any  be  fo  over- 
yreeningly  prefumptuous^  as  to  queftion  the  faith  of  fd) 

VOL.  Ill,  I 
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SERM.  biftoryj  or  to  difavow  thofe  monuments  and  that  tia^tioa 
^^*    upon  the  teftimony  whereof  even  the  truth  and  certaint] 
1  Cor.  zi.   of  our  religion^  and  all  its  iacred  oracles  do  rely ;  if  an] 
^^'  be  fo  perverfely  contentious^  as  to  oppofe  the  cuftom  and 

current  practice  of  the  churches  through  all  ages  down  tc 
the  laft  age ;  fo  felf-conceitedly  arrogant^  as  to  condemr 
or  flight  the  judgment  and  prance  of  all  the  FatherSs 
(together  alfo  with  the  opinion  of  the  later  moft  gran 
divines^  who  have  judged  epifcopal  prefidency  needfiil^  oi 
expedient^  where  pra6ticable ;)  fo  peeviflily  refra&Ory  ai 
to  thwart  the  fettled  order  of  that  Church,  in  which  be 
was  baptized^  together  with  the  law  of  the  country,  in 
which  he  was  bom ;  upon  fuch  a  perfon  we  may  look  as 
one  utterly  invincible  and  intra£lable :  fo  weak  a  judg- 
ment, and  fo  ftrong  a  wiU^  who  can  hope  by  reafon  to  con* 
vert  ?  I  (hall  fay  no  more  to  that  point. 

The  r^o6[jLiyoi  then  (the  guides  and  governors)  in  our 
text  are  primarily  the  biihops^  as  the  fuperior  and  chid 
guides,  each  in  his  place  according  to  order  peaceably 
eftabliihcd }  then  fecondarily  the  prefbyters,  in  their  fla- 
tion  as  guides  inferior,  together  with  the  deacons  as  their 
afliAants :  fuch  the  Church  always  hath  had,  aiid  fuch, 
by  God's  bleffing,  our  Church  now  hath,  toward  whom 
the  duty  of  obedience  is  to  be  performed. 

To  the  confideration  of  that  I  (hoidd  now  proceed:  but 
firft  it  feemeth  expedient  to  remove  a  main  obftru£tion 
to   that  performance;   which  is   this:   a  mifprifion,  or 
doubt  concerning  the  perfons  of  our  guides  and  gover- 
nors ;  for  in  vain  it  would  be  to  teach  or  perfuade  us  to 
obey  them,  if  we  do  not  know  who  they  are,  or  will  not 
Sen.  Ep.     acknowledge  them :  for  as  in  religion  it  is  primus  Deorwn 
cultus  Deos  credere^  thejirji  worjliip  of  God  to  believe  Goif 
as  Seneca  fsdth;  fo  it  is  the  firft  part  of  our  obedience  to  our 
governors  to  avow  them ;  it  is  at  leaft  abfolutely  prere- 
quifite  thereto.     It  was  of  old  a  precept  of  St.  Paul  to 
1  Theff.  ▼..  the  Theflalonians ;  PTe  lefeech  you 9  brethren ^  to  know  thofe 
^^'  who  labour  among  youy  and  prejide  over  you :  and  another  to 

1  Cor.  xvi.  the  Corintliians ;  Submit  youtfelves,  faith  he,  tojiick^  mid 
*^»  *••       to  every  one  that  helpsth  with  us^  and  laboureth:  then  ho- 
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fiibjoineth^   hrtYtvooainTe  Tob$  TOiouTow;,   acknowledge  Jiich.  SERM. 
There  were,  it  feemeth,  thofe  In  the  apoftolical  titnes^    li^fl. 
who  would  not  know   or  acknowledge  their  guides; 
there  were  even  thofe,  who  would  not  admit  the  Apoftles 
themfelves,  as  St.  John  faith  of  Diotrephes,  who  refijieds  John  10* 
their  tuordSy  as  St.  Paul  faith  of  Alexander,  to  whom  the  2  Tim.  ir. 
Apoftles  were  not  Apoftles,  as  St.  Paul  intimateth  con-"' 
oerrnng  fome,  in  regard  to  himfelf;    there  were  then 
pfeud^apo/lles,  who  excluded  the  true  ^po/2Z^^,  intruding  3  Cor.  is.  s 
diemfelves  into  that  high  office  :  no  wonder  then,  it  may  Jg^'*  *'' 
be,  that  now,  in  thefe  dregs  of  time,  there  fhould  bePh»l«"»«a. 
many,  who  difavow  and  defert  their  true  guides,  tranf- 
ferring  the  obfervance  due  to  them  upon  bold  pretenders; 
who  are  not  indeed  guides,  but  feducers ;  not  governors, 
but  ufurpers,  and  facrilegious  invaders  of  this  holy  office : 
the  duty  we  fpeak  of  cannot  be  fecured  without  prevent- 
ing or  correfting  this  grand  miftake ;  and  this  we  hope 
to  compafs  by  reprefenting  a  double  charafter,  or  de- 
icription,  one  of  the  true  guides^  another  of  the  counter- 
feits;  by  comparing  which  we  may  eafily  difiinguifh 
them,  and  confequently  be  induced  dutifully  to  avow  and 
follow  the  one  fort,  wifely  to  difclaim  and  decline  the 
other. 

Thofe,  I  fay,  then,  who  conftantly  do  profefs  and  teach 
that  found  and  wholefome  doftrine,  which  was  delivered 
by  our  Lprd  and  his  Apoftles  in  word  and  writing,  was 
received  by  their  difciples  in  the  primitive  churches,  was 
tranfmitted  and  confirmed  by  general  tradition,  was  fealed 
by  the  blood  of  the  blefled  martyrs,  and  propagated  by 
the  labours  of  the  holy  Fathers ;  the  which  alfo  mani- 
■feftly  recommendeth  and  promoteth  true  reverence  and 
piety  toward  God,  juftice  and  charity  toward  men,  order 
and  quiet  in  human  focieties,  purity  and  fobriety  in  each 
man's  private  converfation. 

Thofe  who  celebrate  the  true  worfliip  of  God,  and 
•admimfter  the  holy  myfteries  of  our  religion  in  a  ferious^ 
grave,  decent  manner,  purely  and  without  any  notorious 
•oomi^tion,  either  by  hurtful  error,  or  fuperftitious  fop- 
pery, or  irreverent  rudenefs,  to  the  advancement  of  God's 

I  a 
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8ERM.  honour^  and  edification  of  the  partidpants  in  virtue 
I-VL     piety. 

""~""~*  Thofe  who  derive  their  authority  by  a  continued  fuc- 
ceffion  from  the  Apofiles ;  who  are  called  unto^  and  con- 
ftituted  in  their  office  in  a  regular  and  peaceable  way, 
agreeable  to  the  inftitution  of  God^  and  the  conftant  prac- 
tice of  his  Church ;  according  to  rules  approved  in  the 
beft  and  pureft  ages  :  who  are  prepared  to  die  exercife  of 
their  fun£don  by  the  beft  education  that  ordinarily  can 
be  provided^  under  fober  difcipline^  in  the  fchools  of  the 
prophets^  who  thence  by  competent  endowments  of  mind| 
and  ufefiil  furniture  of  good  learning,  acquired  by  painful 
ftudy,  become  qualified  to  guide  and  inftrud:  the  peo- 
ple :  who,  after  previous  examination  of  their  abilUieSf 
and  probable  teftimonies  concerning  their  manners^  (with 
regard  to  the  qualifications  of  incorrupt  do&rine^  and 
fober  converfation  prefcribed  by  the  Apoftles,)  are  ad- 
judged fit  for  the  office;  who  alfo  in  a  pious,  grave, 
folemn  manner,  with  invocation  of  God's  bleffing^  by 

Tim.  Hi.  laying  on  the  hands  ofth^  prejbytery,  are  admitted  there- 
7»  10. 

unto. 

Thofe  whofe  praffice  in  guiding  and  governing  the  peo — 
pie  of  God  is  not  managed  by  arbitrary,  uncertain,  fickle^^ 
private  fancies  or  humours,  but  regulated  by  ftandinjg 
laws;  framed  (according  to  general  dire6lions  extant  in^ 
holy  Scripture)  by  pious  and  wife  perfons,  with  matiire^ 
advice,  in  accommodation  to  the  feafons  and  circumftance^ 
of  things  for  common  edification,  order,  and  peace» 

Thofe  who,  by  virtue  of  their  good  principles,  in  theirrr 
difpofition  and  demeanour  appear  fober,  orderly,  peace-^- 
able,  yielding  meek  fubmiffion  to  government,  tenderii^g^ 
the  Church's  peace,  upholding  the  communion  of  th^ 
faints,  abftaining  from  all  fchifmatical,  turbulent,  and  fac*^ 
tious  praftices. 

Thofe  alfo,  who  are  acknowledged  by  the  laws  of  ou^" 
country,  an  obligation  to  obey  whom  is  part  of  tha^ 
i?9^t.\i.  19. human  conftUutiony  imto  which  we  are  in  all  things  (no^ 
evidently  repugnant  to  God's  law)  indifpenfably  bounc? 
to  fubmit;  whom  our  fovereign^  God's  vicegerent  and 
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the  nurfing  father  of  his  Church  among  us^  (unto  i^vhom  SERM. 
in  all  things  high  refpeft,  in  all  lawful  things  entire    I'VI; 
obedience  is  due^)  doth  command  and  encourage  us  to 
obey. 

Thofe,  I  fey,  to  whom  this  chara6ter  plainly  doth 
agree,  we  may  reafonably  be  affured,  that  they  are  our  true 
guides  and  governors,  whom  we  are  obliged  to  follow  and 
obey  :  for  what  better  aflurance  can  we  in  reafon  defire  ? 
what  more  proper  marks  can  be  affigned  to  difcem  them 
by  ?  what  methods  of  conftituting  fuch  needful  officers 
can  be  fettled  more  anfwerable  to  their  delign  and  ufe  ? 
how  can  it  be  evil  or  unfafe  to  follow  guides  authorized 
by  fuch  warrants,  conformed  to  fuch  patterns,  endowed 
with  fuch  difpofitions,  aSing  by  fuch  principles  and  rules? 
can  we  miilake  or  mifcarr]^  by  complying  with  the 
great  body  of  God's  Church  through  all  ages,  and  par- 
ticularly with  thofe  great  lights  of  the  primitive  Church, 
who  by  the  excellency  of  their  knowledge,  and  the 
mtegrity  of  their  virtue,  have  fo  illuftrated  our  holy  re- 
ligion? 

There  are,  on  the  other  hand,  fufficiently  plain  charac- 
ters, by  which  we  may  defcry  feducers,  and  falfe  pre- 
tenders to  guide  us. 

Thofe  who  do  Irff^oSiSao-xoXglv,  teach  otherwifSi  or  difcoft  ^  Tim.  vi. 
'firoD!!  the  good  ancient  wholefome  doftrine,  revealed  inoai.  i/g," 
the  holy  Scripture,  attefled  by  univerfal  tradition,  pro-^.T»«>'^ 
fiefled,  taught,  maintained  to  death  by  the  primitive  faints  3  Tim.  ii. 
and  martyrs;  who  affe£l  novelties,  uncouth  notions,  big ^J^*.?.**^' 
words,  and  dark  phrafes;  who  dote  on  curious  empty  fpe-  2  Pet.  U. 
culations,  and  idle  queflions,  which  engender  fbife,  and^^* 
yidd  no  good  fruit. 

Thofe  who  ground  their  opinions  and  warrant  their  Ip^?™"? 
proceedings  not  by  clear  teflimonies  of  divine  revelation^  nes  temera- 
by  the  di&ates  of  found  reafon,  by  the  current  authority^  'mwa- 
of  wile  and  good  men,  but  by  the  fuggeftions  of  their  ovm  icvcs.  Ttr^  j 
fancy,  by  the  impulfes  of  their  paflSon  and  zeal,  by  pre-  *^'  1 

fences  to  fpecial  infpiration,  by  imaginary  neceflities,  and  ^ 

Jbcfa  like  fallacious  rules. 

Thofe  who,  by  counterfeit  (hews  of  mighty  zeal  and 
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SERM.  extraordinary  affeftion,  by  affe£led  forms  of  fpeech,  hf 
LVI.     pleafing  notions^  by  prophefying  fmooth  ihingSf  dauUng 
and  glozing,  by  various  artifices  of  flattery  and  fraudy 
attra6i:  and  abufe  weak  and  heedlefs  people. 

Thofe  who,  without  any  apparent  commiilion  from 
God,  or  allowable  call  from  men,  or  extraordinary  nfr« 
ceffity  of  the  cafe,  in  no  legal  or  regular  way,  accordUng 
to  no  cuftom  received  in  God's  Church,  do  intrude  thenx^ 
felves  into  the  office,  or  are  only  affiuned  thereto  by  ijg- 
ncMrant,  unfiable,  giddy,  factious  people  <i,  fuch  as  thofe 

3Tim.iv.3.of  whom  St.  Paid  faith,  that  according  to  their  own 
lufts  tliey  heap  up  teachers  to  them/elves,  having  itching 
ears. 

Thofe  who  are  not  in  reafonable  ways  fitly  prepared^ 
not  duly  approved,  not  coippetently  authorized,  not  or- 
derly admitted  to  the  office,  according  to  the  prefcrip- 
tions  of  God's  word,  and  the  pradice  of  his  Church ; 
not  entering  into  the  fold  by  the  door,  but  breaking 
through,  or  clambering  over  the  fences  of  fober  difd- 
pline. 

Thofe  who  in  their  mind,  their  principles,  their  defigns^ 
and  all  their  pra&ice,  appear  void  of  that  charity,  that 
meeknefs,  that  calmnefs,  that  gravity,  that  fincerity,  that 
fiability,  which  qualify  worthy  and  true  guides :  who  in 
the  difpofition  of  their  mind  are  froward,  fierce,  and  ftub- 
bom;  in  their  principles  loofe  and  (lippery;  in  their  defigna 
and  behaviour  turbulent,  diforderly,  violent,  decdtfiil: 
who  regard  not  order  or  peace,  but  wantonly  raife  fcan<- 
dals,  create  diflenfions,  abet  and  foment  difturbanoes  in 
the  Church  :  who  under  religious  appearances  indulge 
their  paffions,  and  ferve  their  interefts,  ufing  a  guife  of 
devotion,  and  taUc  about  holy  things  as  inftruments  to 
vent  wrath,  envy,  and  fpleen ;  to  drive  forward  defignaxtf 
ambition  and  avarice :  who  wall  not  fubmit  to  any  certain 


d  Hi  funt  qui  fe  ultro  apud  temerarios  convenas  fine  Divina  difpofitionc 
praeficiunty  qui  fe  praepofitos  fine  uUa  ordinationis  lege  conftituunty  qui 
nemine  epifoopatum  dante  epifcopi  fibi  nomen  afluxnunt.   Cypr.  it  Un/Eeeh 
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judgment  or  rule,  will  like  nothing  but  wliat  their  fancy  SERM*. 
fiiggefts,  will  acknowledge  no  law  but  their  own  will;     LVI. 
who  for  no  juft  caufe,  and  upon  any  flender  pretence, 
withdraw  themfelves,  and  feduce  others  from  the  Church, 
in  which  they  were  brought  up,  deferting  its  communion, 
impugning  its  laws,  defaming  its  governors,  endeavouring 
to  fubvert  its  efiablifhment :  who  manage  their  difcipline 
(fuch  as  it  is  of  their  own  framing)  unadvifedly  and  \in^ 
fleadily,  in  no  fiable  method,  according  to  no  fettled  rule, 
but  as  prefent  conceit,  or  humour,  or  advantage  prompt- 
ed! ;  fo  that  not  being  fixed  in  any  certain  judgment  or 
prance,  they  foon  clafli  with  themfelves,  and  divide  from 
one  another,  inceflantly  roving  from  one  fe6t  to  another ; 
king  carried  about  with  divers  andjirange  do&rines  ;  likeHth.  ziii. 
children,  ioffed  to  and  fro  with  every  wind  ofdo&rine.         gph.  iy,  i^ 

Thofe,  the  fruits  of  whofe  doctrine  and  managery 
amount  at  beft  only  to  empty ybrw  of  godlinefs,  void  of 
real  virtue;  while  in  truth  they  fill  the  minds  of  men 
with  ill  paflions,  ill  furmifes,  ill  will ;  they  produce  im- 
pious, unjuft,  and  uncharitable  dealing  of  all  kinds,  par-^ 
ticularly  difcontentful  murmurings,  difobedience  to  ma-' 
giftrates,  fchifms  and  faftions  in  the  Church,  combuf- 
tions  and  feditions  in  the  State. 

In  fine,  thofe  who  in  their  temper  and  their  deport- 
nlent  refemble  thofe  ancient  feducers,  branded  in  the 
Scripture,  thofe  evil  men,  who  did  feduce,  and  were  fe-  2  Tiin.  iiU 
duced: 

Whofe  difpofitions  are  reprefented  in  thefe  epithets : 
they  were  uwTrirax'ni,  unruly,  or  perfons  indifpofed  and  Tit.  i.  lo. 
unwilling  to  fubmit  to  government ;    roAfti^ra),  au^oBas, 
prefwnptuous,  and  f elf- willed,  or  felf-pleafing  darers;  yoy- 2  Pet.  ii.  10. 
yug^,  fMft^p^oipoi,  murmurers,  complainers,  or  conjimdiy 
cBfcontented    mutiners;     auroxaraxpiroi,   Jelf- condemned,  Tit,  iii  10, 
namely,  by  contradiftious  fliufHing  and  Ihifting,  or  by  ex-  l^Y^J^^  m^ 
communicating  themfelves  from  the  Church ;  yw^rng,  be- 13, 4. 
witchers,  inveigling  and  deluding  credulous  people  by 
££Smulation  and  fpecious  appearances;   having  a /orm Matt vii. 
ofgodUnefs,  but  denying  the  power  thereof;  being  «^o/i;es^^^^^^ 
imjheep*s  clothing,  grievous  wolves,  not  Jparing  the  flock; 

14 


xao  Of  Obedience  to  ourjpiriiual  Guides  and  Gemtnore. 

SfiRM.  deceiljul  workers^  transforming  themfelves  into  ihefervanti 
LVI.     of  Chrtfty  and  miniflers  of  righteoufnefi  ;  lovers  of  themr 
s  Cor.  xi.  felveSy  covetous,  boqfters,  proud,   revilers,  tmee-breakers, 
'!f.'*' .    foif^  accufers,  traitors,  heady,  high  minded,  vain  talkers, 
aPtt.  iii.  le!  deceivers,  ignorant,  unlearned,  un/lable : 
Rom.xvi.       Whofe  pra£Uce9  were;  to  caufe  divifions  and  offences 
(/Trim  i.   ^^^^^   '®  received  doSirine;   by  good  words  and  fair 
•,  7.)        Jpeeches  to  deceive  the  hearts  of  the  fimple  ^-^to  fwerve 
from  charity^iaving  turned  afde  to  vain  jongUng,  defir* 
ing  to  be  teachers  of  the  law,  under/landing  neither  what 
they  fay,  nor  whereof  they  affirm :   to  beguile  unftahle 
Eph. \v.  14 f ouls ;  to  lie  in  wait  to  deceive;  to  Jpeak  perverfe  things 
^T?"in'^^'  /Afy  may  draw  difciples  after  them;  to  creep  uUo 
5.  houfes,  captivating  Jilly  women;  to  dote  about  que/iions  and 

1  Tim.  ▼!.  jijrifes  of  words,  whereof  cometh  envy,  Jirife,  railings,  evil 
aVeu'ii.  i9.Jurmifings,  perverfe  difputings  ;  to  Jpeak  fwelling  words  of 
Jude  16.  vanity  ;  to  admire  perfons  becaufe  of  advantage,  (or  out  di 
Tit.  i.  11.  private  defign,  for  felf-intereft ;)  to  fubvert  whole  houfes, 
teaching  things  which  they  ought  not  for  filthy  lucres  fake; 
iTim.  iv.  3.  to  Jpeak  lies  in  hypocrify  ;  to  preach  Chriji  out  of  envy  and 
Phil.  I.  ^^'Jlrife,  not  out  of  good-will,  or  pure  intention,  (o»%  iyvwf^) 
^Vet.i\.i9.not  purely  ;  to  promife  liberty  to  their  followers ;  to  walk 
aTheff.  ^^^*  dijorderly  ;  (that  is,  in  repugnance  to  order  fettled  in  the 
aPct.  ii.  10.  Church  5)  to  defpife  dominion,  and  without  fear  to  re- 
Judc  ^'0.  P^f>^<^f^  dignities ;  to  fpeak  evil  (rafhly)  of  thofe  things 
Jade  9.  which  they  know  not,  (which  are  befide  their  fldll  and 
9  John  9.   cognizance ;)  tofeparate  themj'elves  from  the  Church. 

Such  perfons  as  thefe,  arrogating  to  themfelves  the 

Tit.  iii.  10.  office  of  guides,  and  pretending  to  lead  us,  we  muft  not 

aTheff.  "»•  follow Qr  regard;  but  are  in  reafon  and  confcietice  obliged 

Rom.  xvi.  to  rejeft  and  flum  them,  as  the  minifters  of  Satan,  the 

iTim.vi.5.pefts  of  Chriftendom,  the  enemies  and  murderers  of  fouls. 

It  can  indeed  nowife  be  fafe  to  follow  any  fuch  leaders^ 

(whatever  pretences   to  fpecial  illumination  they  hold 

forth,  whatever  fpecious  guifes  of  fanflity  they  bear,) 

who  in  their  do&rine  or  praftice  defleft  from  the  great 

beaten  roads  of  holy  Scripture,  primitive  tradition,  and 

catholic  praftice,  roving  in  by-paths  fuggefted  to  them 

by  their  private  fancies  and  hiunours,  their  pafficms  and 
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lufts^  their  interefts  and  advantages  t   there  have  in  all  SERM. 
ages  luch  counterfeit  guides  ftarted  up,  having  debauched     1^^^* 
fome  few  heedlefs  perfons,  having  erefted  fome  wapao-yva- 
ftyiigy  or  petty  combinations  againft  the  regularly  fettled 
corporations;    but  never  with  any  durable  fuccefs  or 
countenance  of  divine  Providence;  but  like  prodigious 
meteors^  having  caufed  a  little  gazing,  and  fome  difturb- jude  it. 
ance,  their  fefts  have  foon  been  diflipated,  and  have  quite 
vamfhed  away ;  the  authors  and  abetters  of  them  being 
other  buried  in  oblivion,  or  recorded  with  ignominy:  like 
that  Theudas  in  the  fpeech  of  Gamaliel,  who  rofe  up,  a6U  t.  86. 
loafting  himfelfto  befomebody;  to  whom  a  number  of  men, 
about  four  hundred,  joined  themf elves ;  who  wasjlain,  and 
oU,  as  many  as  obeyed  him,  werefcattered,  and  brought  to 
nought. 

But  let  thus  much  fuffice  to  have  been  fpoken  concem- 
11^  the  perfons  to  whom  obedience  muft  be  performed. 
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Of  obedience  to  our  spiritual  guides 
and  governors. 


Heb.  xiii.  17. 

Oley  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you. 

SBRM.  I  PROCEED  to  the  duty  itfelf,  the  obedience  prefcribed, 
which  may  (according  to  the  extent  in  figniiication  of  the 
word  %tl^¥r^ai)  be  conceived  to  relate  either  to  the  go- 
vernment, or  to  the  dofilrine,  or  to  the  converfation  of  the 
perfons  fpecified;  implying,  that  we  (hould  obey  that 
laws,  that  we  (hoidd  embrace  their  doArine,  that  we 
fhould  conform  to  their  practice,  according  to  proper  li- 
nutations  of  fuch  performance,  refpe6tively. 

We  begin  with  the  firft,  as  feeming  chiefly  intended  by 
the  words : 

Obedience  to  ecclefiaftical  government :  what  this  doth 
import  we  may  underftand  by  confidering  the  terms 
whereby  it  is  exprefled,  and  thofe  whereby  its  correlate 
(fpiritual  government)  is  fignified;  by  examples  and  prac- 
tice relating  to  it,  by  the  natm^  and  reafon  of  the  matter 
itfelf. 

Befide  the  word  ire/deo-da/,  (which  is  commonly  ufed  to 
fignify  all  forts  of  obedience,  chiefly  that  which  is  due  to 
governors,)  here  is  added  a  word  ferving  to  explain  that, 
the  word  uve/xav,  which  fignifieth  to  yield,  give  way,  or 
comply ;  relating  (as  it  feemeth  by  its  being  put  indefi- 
nitely) to  all  their  proceedings  in  matters  concerning  their 
charge.    In  other  places,  parallel  to  our  text,  it  is  exf 
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Jnrefled  by  iwreievMV^,  the  fame  term  by  which  conr  SERM. 
ftantly  the  fubjedion  due  to  fecular  powers,  in  all  the    LVII. 
precepts  enjoining  it,  is  exprefled:  *Ojxo/a^  viorepoi  wrora-.p-it.  Hi.  i. 
yijTf  «rpw&Tfpoif,  In  like  manner,  (or  correfpondently,)  laith  J^«*  »"*• 
St.  Peter,  ye  younger  Jubmit  yourf elves  to  the  elder;  (that  i 'pct.il. 
is,  as  the  context  (hews,  ye  inferiors  in  the  Church  obey  ^®;L 
your  fupenors ;  6  ygcorgjoj  both  there  and  otherwhere  doth  LukcxxH.' 
fignify  the  ftate  of  inferiority,  as  6  wpicSurifos  importeth^^* 
dignity  and  authority.)  And,  vKoraa-irta'dt  toIs  rotourotfyfub"  i  Gor.  vri. 
mit  your/elves  unto Jitch,  and  to  every  one  that  helpeth  with  ^^* 
V5,  and  lalourethy  faith  St.  Paul ;  and,  oXX^m^  u^roraa-ro-  Eph,  v.  «i« 
jMifoi,  fuhmitting  yourfelves  to  one  another  in  the  fear  .of^ 
Godj   that   is,   yielding  confcientioufly  that  fubmiflion, 
^ich  eftablifhed  order  requireth  from  one  to  another: 
whence  we  may  coUeft,  that  the  duty  confifteth  in  yield- 
ing fubmiflion  and  compliance  to  all  laws,  rul^,  and  or- 
ders ena&ed  by  fpiritual  governors  for  the  due  celebratioB 
of  God's  worfhip,  the  promoting  edification,  the . conferr- 
ing decency,  the  maintenance  of  peace;  as  alfo  to  the 
judgments  and  cenfures  in  order  to  the  fame  purpofes  ad- 
miniftered  by  them. 

This  obedience  to  be  due  to  .them  may  likewife  be  in- 
ferred -from  the  various  names  and  tides  attributed  to 
them ;  fuch  as  thofe  of  Prelates,  Superintendents,  Paflors, 
Supervifors,  Governors,  and  Leaders ;  which  terms  {most 
largely  touched  before)  do  imply  command  and  authority 
of  all  forts,  legiflative,  judicial,  and  executive. 

Such  obedience  alfo  primitive  practice  doth  >afiert  (to 
them :  for  what  authority  the  holy  Apofiles  did  aflume 
and  exercife,  the  (ame  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  .denvod 
to  them }  the  fame  in  kind,  although  not  in  peculiarity  of 
manner,  (by  immediate  commifiion  from  Chrift,  with  Sup- 
ply of  extraordinary  gifts  and  graces,)  and  in  unlimited- 
ndTs  of  extent :  for  they  do  fucceed  to  the  Apoftles  .in  Cujus  in  fo- 
chaige  and  care  over  the  Church,  each  in  his  precin^  guii^aSu 
the  apoftolical  office  being  diftributed  among  them  all- c'pcsm- 
The  fiune  titles  which  the  Apoftles  aflumed.to  them-^^.^^ 
lelvea  they  afcribe  to  their  Sympreibyters,  requiring  tbe^*''-  ^'' 
jbune  duties  from  them,  and  prefcribing  obedience  to 
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SERM.  them  in  the  fame  terms;  they  claimed  na  more  powe 
^^^^'  than  was  needful  to  further  edification,  and  this  is  leqtii 
9  Cot.  z.  8.  fite  that  prefent  governors  alfo  fhotdd  have ;  their  pra£licf 
To  wdain  ^  government  may  alfo  well  be  prefumed  exemplary  tt 
elden.  all  future  governors.  As  then  we  fee  them  haeriavm,  k 
inoSyM^  ^^^^  things^  and  frame  ecclefiaftical  conftitutions;  hopHf^ 
Td  ezeicife  to  reSHfy  things,  or  reform  defe&s,  to  impofe  obfervanoei 
^.  ^  neceffary,  or  expedient  to  the  time ;  to  judge  caufes  and 
X  Cor.  xi.  perfons,  being  ready  to  avenge,  or  pimifli,  every  difobedienee^ 
Til  i.  3.  to  ufe  feverity  upon  occafions ;  with  the  fpiritual  rod  to 
^^*J*j®|chaftife  fcandalous  offenders,  diforderly  walkers,  perfoM 
9  Cor.z.  6.  contumacious  and  unconformable  to  their  injuhdions;  to 
I  Cor.%.  J^j^ft  heretics,  and  banifli  notorious  finners  from  commu- 
91.  sii.  91.  nion,  warning  the  faithful  to  forbear  converfation  with 
9  TMT.  ill.  them :  as  they  did  challenge  to  themfelves  an  authoriiji 
5»  'f;.  from  Ckrift  to  exercife  thefe  and  the  like  afts  of  fpiritml 
iTlm.Ti.5.  dominion  and  jurifdi£tion,  exacting  pundxial  obedience  to 
^m.  xn.  ^gjjj .  g^g  ^g  ^f^  fgg  ^^  jjj^g  j^g  exercifed  by  bifhopiy 

9  Cor.x.  s.  whom  they  did  conititute  to  feed  and  rule  the  Church; 
Ep^'fco^i  ^^  ^^  ^^^7  reafonably  conceive  all  governors  of  the  Church 
fucceflTores  (the  heirs  of  their  office)  invefted  with  like  authority  in 
nirau^r. order  to  the  fame  purpofes,  and  that  correfpondent  obc- 
^.  97. 69.dience  is  due  to  them ;  fo  that  what  blame,  what  punilh- 
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Ep.  41.  75.ment  was  due  to  thofe,  who  difobeyed  the  Apoftles,  doth 

(Firmii.)     jj^  proportion  belong  to  the  tranfgreffors  of  their  duty 
toward  the  prefent  governors  of  the  Church  |  efpecially 

Matt         confidering  that  our  Lord  promifed  his  perpetual  prefence 

xxviiuao.  and  aflTiftance  to  the  Apoftles. 

We  may  farther  obferve,  that  accordingly,  in  continual 
fucceflion  from  the  firft  ages,  the  good  primitive  bifhopi 
(the  great  patrons  and  propagators  of  our  religion)  didge^ 
nerally  affimie  fuch  power,  and  the  people  readily  did 
yield  obedience ;  wherein  that  one  did  wrongfully  ufurp, 
the  other  did  weakly  comply,  were  neither  probable  noi 
juft  to  fuppofe :  whence  general  tradition  doth  alfo  con- 
firm our  obligation  to  this  duty. 

That  this  kind  of  obedience  is  required  doth  alfo  fiur^ 
ther  appear  from  confidering  the  reafon  of  things,  th€ 
condition  of  the  Church,  the  defign  of  ChrifUan  religioD. 
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I.  Every  Chriftian  church  is  a  fociety ;  no  fociety  can  SERM. 
abide  in  any  comely  order^  any  fteady  quiet,  any  defirable    JLVII. 
profperity,  without  government;  no  government  can  ftand  ^ 

without  correfpondenfc>bligation  to  fubmit  tliereto. 

a.  Again;  The  ftate  of  religion  imder  the  Gofpel  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven;  Chrift  our  Lord  is  king  of  the 
Church;  it  he  vifibly  govemeth  and  ordereth  by  the  fpi- 
ritual  governors,  as  his  fubilitutes  and  lieutenants;  (whence 
they  peculiarly  are  ftyled  his  minifters,  his  officers,  his 
ftewards,  his  legates,  his  co-workers.)  When  he  afcend- 
ing  up  to  God's  right  hand  was  invefted  with  entire  pof- 
feffion  of  that  royal  ftate,  he  fettled  them  to  adminifter 
affiurs  concerning  that  government  in  his  place  and  name : 
Afcending  up  on  high  he  gave  gifts  unto  men.-^He  gave  Eph.iw.n^ 
fame  apo/lles,  fome  prophets ^  fame  evangeli/ls,  Jome  pqflors  *^»  *•• 
lil  md  teachers :  he  gave  them,  that  is,  he  appointed  them 
m  their  office,  fubordinate  to  himfelf,  for  the  perfoSiing 
of  the  faints f  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry^for  the  edifying 
of  the  body  of  Chrift,  As  to  him,  therefore,  ruling  by 
them,  by  them  ena£dng  laws,  difpenfing  juftice,  maintain* 
ing  order  and  peace,  obedience  is  due. 

3.  Again ;  For  the  honour  of  God,  the  commendation  (1  cor.  xir. 
of  religion,  and  benefit  of  the  people,  it  is  needful,  that^-  .. 
in  all  religious  performances  things  fhould,  according  to 
St.  Paul's  rule,  be  performed  decently ^  and  according  ^0 1  Cor.  sir.. 
trvfer,  without  imhandfome  confufion,  and  troublefome  *®' 
diftraAion :  this  cannot  be  accomplifhed  without  a  deter- 
mination of  perfons,  of  modes,  of  circumflances  apper* 
taining  to  thofe  performances ;  (for  how  can  any  thing  be 
performed  decently,  if  every  perfon  hath  not  his  rank  and 
fiaUon^  his  office  and  work  allotted  to  him ;  if  to  every 
thing  to  be  done,  its  time,  its  placcj  its  manner  of  per- 
formance be  not  affigned,  fo  that  each  one  may  know 
what,  when,  where,  and  how  he  muft  do?)  Such  deter- 
mination muft  be  committed  to  the  difcretion  and  care  of 
fome  perfons,  empowered  to  frame  {landing  laws  or  rules 
concerning  it,  and  to  fee  tliem  duly  executed;  (for  all  per- 
Icma  without  delay,  ftrife,  confufion,  and  diilurbance,  can- 
not mtddle  in  it :)  with  thefe  perfons  all  the  reft  of  the 
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SBRM.  body  muft  be  obliged  to  comply;  otherwife  all  fuch  de 
^Vl^'    terminations  will  be  vain  and  inefiedual.     Such  o«fc 
'  reafon  doth  recommend  in  every  proceec&ig;  luch  ordc 

efpecially  becometh  the  grandeur  Ibd  importance  of  fi- 
cred  things ;  fuch  order  God  hath  declared  himfelf  to  ap- 
prove^ and  love,  efpecially  in  his  own  houfe,  among  In 
1  Cor.  SLIT,  people,  in  matters  relating  to  his  fervice ;  for,  He  is  fut, 
•••  as  St.  Paul  faith,  arguing  to  this  purpofe,  the  God  ofctm^ 

fuftouy  hut  ofpeaccy  in  all  churches  of  the  faints. 

4.  Again;    It  is  requifite  that  all  Chriftian  brethren 

fhould  confpire  in  ferving  God  with  mutual  charity,  hearty 

concord,  harmonious  confent ;   that,  as  the  Apoftles  b 

lifty^x-'  often  prefcribed,  they  Jhould  endeavour  to  keep  unity  ^ 

^^^,^g!  Jpirit  in  the  bond  of  peaces  that  they  fhould  be  Wte- 

i?etA\us,fnindedf  having  the  fame  love,  being  of  one  accord,  of  am 

Phihira.  mindyjlandingfqft  in  onejpiritf  with  one  mind;  that  ihe) 

'u^7*'M'i^' Jhould  walk  by  the  fame  rule,  and  mind  the  fame  tlung^ 

5, 6.zii.i6.  that  with  one  mind  and  one  mouth  they  Jhould  glorify  Qod, 

a  Cor.  xiii.  ^^^  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  that  they  Jhould  oil 

1  Cor.  i.  io» Jpeak  the  fame  thing;  and  that  there  be  no  divijions  a/num^ 

them,  but  that  they  be  perfe&ly  joined  together  in  the  f am 

mind,  and  in  the  fame  judgment ;  (like  thofe  in  the  Afts 

AQs  iv.  3-2.  of  whom  It  is  faid,  The  multitude  of  believers  had  om 

L./ilTs.  heart  and  one  foul;)  that  there  Jhould  be  no  fchi/ins  {An 

i.  11. iH.3.  fions,  or  fa6lion8)  in  the  body;  that  all  difTenfions,  a] 

20.  murmurings,  all  emulations  fhould  be  difcarded  from  tb 

Phil.  ii.  14. Church:  the  which  precepts,  fecluding  an  obligation  t 

obedience,  would  be  impoffible,  and  vain ;  for  (withoc 

continual  miracle,  and  transforming  human  nature,  thing 

not  to  be  expefted  from  God,  who  apparently  defignet 

to  manage  religion  by  ordinary  ways  of  human  prudenoi 

his  gracious  affiflance  concurring)  no  durable  concord  i 

any  fociety  can  ever  effeftually  be  maintidned  otherwil 

than  by  one  public  reafon,  will,  and  fentence,  which  ma 

reprefent,  conneft,  and  comprife  all;  in  defeft  of  tin 

every  one  will  be  of  a  feveral  opinion  about  what  is  bcf 

each  will  be  eamefl  for  the  prevalence  of  his  model  an 

way;  there  will  be  fo  many  lawgivers  as  perfbns>  i 

many  differences  as  matters  incident;  nothing  will  pa: 
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finoothly  and  quietly^  without  bickering  and  jangling^  SERBl. 
aad  confequently  without  animofities  and  feuds :  whence    ^^^^* 
no  unanimity,  no  concord^  fcarce  any  charity  or  good-  "■"'"*~~" 
will  can  fubfift. 

5*  Farther;  In  confequence  of  thefe  things  common 
efification  reqmreth  fuch  obedience :  it  is  the  duty  of 
governors  to  order  all  things  to  this  end,  that  is,  to  the 
maintenance,  encouragement,  and  improvement  of  piety; 
for  this  purpofe  their  authority  was  given  them,  as  St.  a  Cor.  xul. 
Paul  faith,  and  therefore  it  muft  be  deemed  thereto  con-  ^°*  *'  *' 
ducible :  it  is  indeed  very  neceflary  to  edification,  which, 
without  difcipline  guiding  the  fimple  and  ignorant,  re- 
claiming the  erroneous  and  prefumptuous,  cherifhing  the 
regular,  and  corre6ling  the  refraftory,  can  nowife  be  pro- 
moted. 

Excluding  it,  there  can  be  no  means  of  checking  or  re- 
dreffing  fcandals,  which  to  the  reproach  of  religion,  to 
the  difgrace  of  the  Church,  to  the  corrupting  the  minds,  i  Tim.  i. 
and  infe£dng  the  manners  of  men,  will  fpring  up,  and^xim.  ii. 
fpread.    Neither  can  there  be  any  way  to  prevent  the  i^»  »7»  *•• 
rife  and  growth  of  pernicious  errors,  or  herefies ;    the 
which  affuredly  in  a  ftate  of  unreftrained  liberty  the  wan- 
ton and  wicked  minds  of  men  will  breed,  their  licentious 
praSdce  will  fofter  and  propagate,  to  the  increafe  of  aiZ2Tim,iu 
impiety:  their  mouths  muft.  bejioppedy  otherwife  ihey  M^iZ/Tit-i.  ii. 
fiJwert  whole  houfes,  teaching  things  which  they  ought  nof  3Tim.ii. 
for  JUthy  lucre* s  fake  ;  the  word  of  naughty  feducers  unll 
Jpread  like  a  gangrene,  if  there  be  no  corrofive  or  cor- 
leAive  remedy  to  ftay  its  progrefs. 
.    Where  things  are  not  managed  in  a  flable,  quiet,  or** 
derly  way,  no  good  pradice  can  flourifh,  or  thrive ;  dif- 
ieikfik>n  will  choke  all  good  a(re6tions,  confiifion  will  ob* 
flni£t  all  good  proceedings;   from  anarchy,  emulation 
jand  ttrife  will  certainly  grow,  and  from  them  all  forts 
of  wickednefs;  for  where,  faith  St.  James,  there  is  emu- Jam.  IH.  16. 
laiion  andjirife,  there  is  confujion  and  every  evil  thing. 

All  thofe. benefits,  which  arife  from  holy  communion 
10  offices  of  piety  and  charity,  (from  conunon  prayers  and 
pnifes  to  God,  from  participation  in  all  facred  ordnances, 
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SERM.  from  mutual  advice^  admonition,  encouragement,  cooSh 
LVII.  lation,  good  example,)  will  together  vanifh  with  dikt- 
pline ;  thefe  depend  upon  the  friendly  union  and'conv- 
fpondence  of  the  members ;  and  no  fuch  union  can  ahkk 
without  the  ligament  of  difcipline,  no  fuch  correfpondenoe 
can  be  upheld  without  unanimous  compliance  to  pabBe 
order.  The  cement  of  difcipline  wanting,  the  Chuidi 
1  Pet.  ii.  5.  will  not  be  like  a  Jpiriiual  hovfe,  compa&ed  of  livdf 
Jiones  into  one  goodly  pile ;  but  like  a  company  of  fcat^ 
tered  pebbles,  or  a  heap  of  rubbifh. 

So  confidering  the  reafoh  of  things,  this  obedience  will 
appear  needful :  to  enforce  the  pra£dce  thereof  we  may 
adjoin  feveral  weighty  confiderations. 

Confider  obedience,  what  it  is,  whence  it  fpnngiy 
what  it  produceth;  each  of  thofe  refped;s  will  engage  ui 
to  it. 

It  is  in  itfelf  a  thing  very  good  and  acceptable  to 
God,  very  juft  and  equal,  very  wife,  very  comely  iapd 
pleafant. 

It  cannot  but  be  grateful  unto  God,  who  is  the  God 
of  love,  of  order,  of  peace,  and  therefore  cannot  but  like 
the  means  furthering  them ;  he  cannot  but  be  pleafed  to 
fee  men  do  their  duty,  efpecially  that  which  regardetb 
his  own  miniilers  ;  in  the  refpe£i  performed  to  whom  he 
is  himfelf  indeed  avowed,  and  honoured,  and  obeyed*. 

It  is  a  juft  and  equal  thing,  that  every  member  of  fo- 
ciety  fhould  fubmit  to  the  laws  and  orders  of  itj  iot 
every  man  is  fuppofed  upon  thofe  terms  to  enter  intOi 
and  to  abide  in  it ;  every  man  is  deemed  to  owe  fuA 
obedience,  in  anfwer  to  his  enjoyment  of  privileges  and 
partaking  of  advantages  thereby;  fo  therefore  whoever 
pretendeth  a  title  to  tliofe  excellent  immunities,  benefit!) 
and  comforts,  which  communion  with  the  Church  affbid* 
eth,  it  is  moft  equal,  that  he  fhould  contribute  to  its  fup- 
port  and  welfare,  its  honour,  its  peace ;  that  gonfequentlf 


•  Tcinpus  eft,  —  ut  dc  fubmiffionc  provoccnt  in  fc  Dei  clementiaiBf  el  * 
honore  debito  in  Pei  facerdotem  eliciast  in  fe  divinam  mifericoxdlam.  Qf'* 
JS>.30. 
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be  ihouid  yieid  obedience  to  the  orders  appointed  for  Sfi  RM 
thofe  ends.  Peculiarly  equal  it  is  in  r^ard  to  our  fpi*  LVIf. 
ntual  governors,  who  are  obliged  to  be  Tery  folicitou9 
Old  laborious  in  furthering  our  beft  good;  who  ftand 
deeply  engaged,  and  arc  re^onfible  for  the  welfare  of  our 
ibuls :  they  muft  be  contented  to  Jpend,  and  he /pent;  to 
undergo  any  pains,  any  haidfhips,  any  dangers  and  cr^fes 
occurring  in  purfuance  of  thofe  defigns :  and  is  it  not 
then  plainly  equal  (is  it  not  indeed  more  than  equal,  doth 
not  all  ingenuity  and  gratitude  require?)  that  we  ihoidd 
encourage  and  comfort  them  in  bearing  thofe  burdens, 
and  in  difcharging  thofe  incumbencies,  by  a  fair  and 
cheerful  compliance  ?  it  is  the  Apoftle's  enforcement  of 
the  duty  in  our  text:  Obey  ihem,  faith  he,  and  fulmit 
yourfelves  ;  for  they  watch  for  your  fouls  y  as  thofe  who  are 
io  render  an  account y  that  they  may  do  it  with  joy ^  and  not 
^^  S^ff  {^^  groaning.) 

Is  it  not  indeed  extreme  iniquity  and  ingratitude,  when 
they  with  anxious  care  and  eameft  toil  are  endeavouring 
our  happkiefs,  that  we  fhould  vex  and  trouble  them  by 
oar  perverfe  and  crofs  behaviour  ? 

Nay,  is  it  not  palpable  folly  to  do  thus,  feeing  thereby 
we  do  indifpofe  and  hinder  them  from  effe6tually  dif- 
cfaaiging  their  duty  to  our  advantage  ?  u\o(rm>i^  yoL^  vfuv 
rwroyfor  this,  addeth  the  Apoftle,  farther  preffing  the 
duty,  is  unprofitalle  to  you,  or  it  tendeth  to  your  dilad- 
vantage  and  damage ;  not  only  as  involving  guilt,  but  as 
inferring  lofs;  the  lofs  of  all  thofe  fpiritual  benefits,  which 
minifters  being  encouraged,  and  thence  performing  their 
office  with  alacrity  and  fprightfiil  diligence,  would  pro- 
cure to  you :  it  is  therefore  our  wifdom  to  be  obedient, 
becBufe  obedience  is  fo  advantageous  and  profitable  to 
us. 

The  fame  is  alfo  a  comely  and  amiable  thing,  yielding 
much  grace,  procuring  great  honour  to  the  Church, 
highly  adorning  and  crediting  religion:  it  is  a  goodly 
.fig^t  to  behold  things  proceeding  orderly ;  to  fee  every 
pcrfim  quietly  refting  in  his  poft,  or  moving  evenly  in  his 
xaiik;  to  obfinrve  fuperiors  calmly  leading,  inferiors  gladly 

yoi..  III.  K 
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SERM.  following^  and  equals  lovingly  accompanying  each  other: 
^^^'    this  is  the  Pfalmift's,  Ecce  quam  honum!  Behold^  h)w 

Pf.  cxuix.  (admirably)  good^  and  how  pleafant  it  is  for  brethren  to 

*•  dwell  together  in  unity  I  fuch  a  ftate  of  things  argueth 

the  good  temper  and  wifdom  of  perfons  fo  demeaning 
themfelves^  the  excellency  of  the  principles  which  do 
guide  and  aft  them,  the  goodnefs  of  the  conftitution 
which  they  obferve;    fo  it  crediteth  the  Church,  and 

Tit  a.  10.  graceth  religion ;  a  thing  which,  as  St.  Paul  teacheth,  in 
all  things  we  (hould  endeavour. 

It  is  alfo  a  very  pleafant  and  comfortable  thing  to  live 
in  obedience ;  by  it  we  eiyoy  tranquillity  of  mind  and 
fatisfaftion  of  confcience,  we  tafte  all  the  fweets  of  amity 
and  peace,  we  are  freed  from  the  flings  of  inward  remorfe, 
we  efcape  the  grievances  of  difcord  and  flrife. 

The  caufes  alfo  and  principles  from  which  obedience 
fpringeth  do  much  commend  it :  it  arifeth  from  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  foul  which  are-  moft  Chriflian  and  moft  hu- 
mane; from  charity,  humility,  meeknefs,  fobriety  of 
mind,  and  calmnefs  of  paflion ;  the  which  always  difpofe 
men  to  fubmifs,  complaifant,  peaceable  demeanour  to- 
ward all  men,  efpecially  toward  thofe  whofe  relation  to 
them  claimeth  fuch  demeanour:  thefe  a  genuine,  fi«e, 
cordial,  and  conftant  obedience  do  fignify  to  live  in  the 
foul;  together  with  a  general  honefty  of  intention,  and 
exemption  from  bafe  defigns. 

In  fine,  innumerable  and  ineftimable  are  the  benefits 
and  good  fruits  accruing  from  this  praftice;  befide  the 
fupport  it  manifeftly  yieldeth  to  the  Church,  the  grace- 
fulnefs  of  order,  the  conveniences  and  pleafures  of  peace, 
it  hath  alfo  a  notable  influence  upon  the  common  man- 
ners of  men,  which  hardly  can  ever  prove  very  bad, 
where  the  governors  of  the  Church  do  retain  their  due 
refpeft  and  authority ;  nothing  more  powerfully  doth  in- 
ftigate  to  virtue j  than  the  countenance  of  authority;  no- 
thing more  effeftually  can  reftrain  from  exorbitancy  of 
vice,  than  the  bridle  of  difcipline :  this  obvious  experi- 
ence demonftrateth,  and  we  fhall  plainly  fee,  if  we  refleft 
upon  thofe  times  when  piety  and  virtue  have  moft  flou- 
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riihed:  Whence  was  it,  that  in  thofe  good  old  times  Chri-  SERM. 
ftians  did  fo  abound  in  good  works,  that  they  bumed  with  LVll. 
holy  zeal,  that  they  gladly  would  do,  would  fufFer  any 
thing  for  their  religion  ?  whence  but  from  a  mighty  re- 
fpe&  to  their  fuperiors,  from  a  ftrift  regard  to  their  di- 
reftion  and  difcipline?  Did  the  bifhops  then  prefcribe  long 
fails,  or  impofe  rigid  penances  ?  willingly  did  the  people 
undergo  them :  Did  the  paftor  conduft  into  danger,  did  he 
lead  them  into  the  very  jaws  of  death  and  martyrdom  ? 
the  flock  with  a  refolute  alacrity  did  follow :  Did  a  prelate 
interdia  any  pra£lice  fcandalous  or  prejudicial  to  the 
Church,  under  pain  of  incurring  cenfure  ?  every  man 
trembled  at  the  confequences  of  tranfgreffing  ^ :  no  terror 
of  worldly  power,  no  feverity  of  juftice,  no  dread  of  cor- 
poral punifliment  had  fuch  efficacy  to  deter  men  from 
iU-doing,  as  the  reproof  and  cenfure  of  a  bifhop;  his 
frown  could  avail  more  than  the  menaces  of  an  emperor, 
than  the  rage  of  a  perfecutor,  than  the  rods  and  axes  of 
an  executioner:  no  rod  indeed  did  fmart  like  the  fpi- 
ritual  rod,  no  fword  did  cut  fo  deep  as  that  of  the  Spirit ; 
no  lofs  was  then  fo  valuable  as  being  deprived  of  fpiri- 
tual  advantages ;  no  banifliment  was  fo  grievous  as  being 
feparated  from  holy  conimunion ;  no  fentence  of  death 
was  fo  terrible  as  that  which  cut  men  off  from  the 
Church  5  no  thunder  could  aftonifh  or  aflright  men  lik» 
the  crack  of  a  fpiritual  anathema :  this  was  that  which 
kept  virtue  in  requeft,  and  vice  in  deteftation;  hence  it 
was  that  men  were  fo  good,  that  religion  did  fo  thrive, 
that  fo  frequent  and  fo  illuftrious  examples  of  piety  did 
appear ;  hence  indeed  we  may  well  reckon  that  Chrifti- 
anity  did  (under  fo  many  difadvantages  and  oppofitions) 
fubfift,  and  grow  up;  obedience  to  governors  was  its 
guard;  that  kept  the  Church  firmly  united  in  a  body 
fufficiently  ftrong  to  maintain  itfelf  againft  all  aflaults  of 
iaBlou  within,  of  oppofition  from  abroad ;  that  preferved 


^  Neque  hoc  ita  dixerim,  ut  negligatur  eccleiiaftica  difciplina,  et  perroit- 
taCar  quifquam  facere.quod  velic  iine  ulla  correptione,  et  quadam  medfcinaU 
Tindite,  et  terribili  lenitate^  et  charitatis  feveritate.    Aug,  adv,  PetiL  iii.  4. 
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SBRM.  that  concord^  which  difpofed  and  enabled  Chiiftiaiis  to 
LVII.   defend  their  religion  againft  all  fraud  and  violence ;  thaC 
cheriihed  the  true  virtue,  and  the  beautiful  order^  whicl^ 
I  begot  veneration  to  religion :  to  it  therefore  we  owe  th^ 

life  and  growth  of  Chriftianity ;  fo  that  through  many  (har^ 
perfecutions  it  hath  held  up  its  head,  through  fo  many 
perilous  difeafes  it  hath  kept  its  life  until  this  day.  There 
ivere  not  then  of  old  any  fuch  cavils  and  clamours  again/f 
every  thing  prefcribed  by  governors ;  there  were  no  fuch 
unconfcionable  fcrujdes,  no  fuch  hardhearted  pretences  to 
tender  confcience  devifed  to  baffle  the  authority  of  fiqie- 
riofs:  had  there  been  fuch,  had  men  then  commonly  been 
fo  froward  and  faftious  as  now,  the  Church  had  been  ibon 
ihivered  into  pieces,  our  religion  had  been  (wallowed  up 
in  confufion  and  licentiouihefs. 

If  again  we  on  the  other  hand  fix  our  confideration  upon 
difobedience,  (the  nature,  the  fources,  the  coniequenoes 
thereof,)  it  will,  I  fuppofe,  much  conduce  to  the  feme 
eflfed,  of  perfuading  us  to  the  praftice  of  this  duty. 

It  is  in  itfelf  a  heinous  fin,  being  the  tranfgrefiion  of  a 
command  in  nature  and  confequence  very  important,  upon 
which  God  layeth  great  ftrefs,  which  is  frequently  incd- 
cated  in  Scripture,  which  is  fenced  by  divers  other  pre- 
cepts, which  is  prefled  by  ftrong  arguments,  and  backed  by 
fevere  threatenings  of  puniflunent  upon  the  tranigreiTors. 
It  is  in  its  nature  a  kind  of  apoftafy  from  ChrifUanity^ 
and  rebellion  ag^fl:  our  Lord ;  for  as  he  that  refiifeth  to 
obey  the  king's  magiftrates  in  adminiftration  of  their  office 
is  interpreted  to  difclaim  his  authority,  and  to  defign  rebel- 
lion againft  him;  fo  they  who  obftinately  difobey  the 
minifters  of  our  Lord's  fpiritual  kingdom  do  thereby  ap- 
pear to  ^avow  him,  to  fliake  oflF  his  yoke,  to  impeach 
his  reign  over  them ;  fo  doth  he  himfelf  interpret  and 
Luke  X.  16.  take  it :  He,  faith  our  Lord,  that  heareth  you  heareth  me, 
mIS;  xii!^'«'*^  fc?  that  (6  «^fT«Sv,  that  baffleth)  defpifeth  you  dejjrifeth 
17.  me;  and.  If  any  man  negleSi  to  hear  the  Cfmrch,  (orihall 

difobey  it,  eav  Trapaxowrri,)  let  him  be  to  thee  as  a  heathen, 
and  a  publican;  that  is,  fuch  a  refra&ory  perfon  doth  by 
his  contumacy  put  himfelf  into  the  fiate  of  one  removed 
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firom  the  commonweallh  ofljrael,  he  forfeiteth  the  fpecial  SBRM. 
prote£tion  of  God,  he  becometh  as  an  alien  or  an  ontlaw   I^V1I» 
firom  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord^.  '    '  "" 

Under  the  Mofaical  difpenfation  thofe  who  would  do'Otox.vrk. 
prejumptuoii/ly,  and  would  not  hearken  unto  the  prieft,  that 
flood  to  minifter  before  the  Lord,  did  incur  capital  punifh* 
ment;  thofe  who  fa^oiifly  murmured  againft  Aaron  are 
iaid  to  make  an  infurredion  againft  God,  and  anfwerably 
were  puniihed  in  a  miraculous  way,  {the  Lord  made  a  neic/Nom.  xtI. 
thing,  the  earth  opened,  and /wallowed  them  up;  they  went^^*  ^^ 
diown  alive  into  the  pit.)    It  was  in  the  prophetical  times 
an  expreffion  iignifying  height  of  impiety.  My  people  is  Hof.  iV.  4. 
as  thofe  who  Jirive  with  the  prie/i.    Seeing  then  God  hath 
no  lefs  regard  to  his  peculiar  fervants  now  than  he  had 
then ;  feeing  they  no  lefs  reprefent  him,  and  a£t  by  his 
authority  now,  than  any  did  then ;  feeing  their  fervice  is 
as  precious  to  him,  and  as  much  tendeth  to  his  honour 
now,  as  the  Levitical  fervice  then  did  ;  feeing  he  no  lefs 
loveth  order  and  peace  in  the  Church,  than  he  did  in  the 
Synagogue ;  we  may  well  fuppofe  it  a  no  lefs  heinous  fin, 
and  odious  to  God,  to  defpife  the  minifters  of  Chrift's 
Gofpel,  than  it  was  before  to  defpife  the  mimfters  of 
Mofes's  Law«. 

It  is  a  fin  indeed  pregnant  with  divers  fins,  and  involv 
ing  the  breach  of  many  great  commands,  which  are  frq- 
qnently  propofed  and  prefled  in  the  New  Teflament,  with 
defign  in  great  part  to  guard  and  fecure  it :  that  of  doing  1  Cor.  xru 
all  things  in  charity;  of  doing  all  things  without  murmur^  phii.  ii.  14. 
ings  and  diffenjions;  oipurfuing  peace  fo  far  as  lieth  in  us;  Rom.xH. 
of  maintaining  unity,  concord,  unanimity  in  devotion;  of 2  Tim. il. 
avoiding  fchifms,  and  diflenfions,  and  the  like :  which  are  '^\^  ^.. 
all  notorioufly  violated  by  this  difobedience ;  it  includeth  14. 
the  moft  high  breach  of  charity,  the  mofl:  formal  infring-  ^^  *^* 

'  Kec  patent  fibi  vitse  aut  falutis  conftare  rationem,  fi  epifcopis  et  facer- 
dotibus  obtemperare  noluerint ;  cum  in  Deutron.  Deus  dicat,  &c.    C/pr, 

^  Quo  exemplo  oftenditur,  et  probatur  obnoxios  omnes  et  culpae  et  poenst 
latnni*  qui  fe  fchifmaticis  contra  prsepofitos  et  facerdotes  irreligiofa  temeri- 
ttle  mUciieriiit.  Cjpr.  Ep.  76. 
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SERM.  ing  peace,  the  moft  fcandalous  kind  of  difcord  that  can  be, 

LVll.  to  crofs  our  fuperiors^ 
"""""""""  It  IS  alfo  a  praftice  iffuing  from  the  worft  difpofitions  of 
foul,  fuch  as  are  moft  oppofite  to  the  fpirit  of  our  reli^on, 
and  indeed  very  repugnant  to  common  reafon  and  hu- 
manity ;  from  a  proud  haughtinefs  or  vain  wantonnefs  of 
mind;  from  the  irregularity  of  unmortified  and  unbridled 
paffion;  from  exorbitant  felfifhnefs,  (felfifhnefs  of  every  bad 
kind,  felf-conceit,  felf-w^ill,  felf-intereft;)  from  turbulent 
animolity,  froward  croflhefs  of  humour,  rancorous  fpite, 
perverfe  obftinacy;  from  envy,  ambition,  avarice,  and  the. 
like  ill  fources,  the  worft  fruits  of  the  flefli  and  corrupt  na- 
ture :  to  fuch  difpofitions  the  rejefting  God's  prophets  of 
old,  and  the  noncompliance  with  the  Apoftles  are  afcribed 
in  Scripture ;  and  from  the  fame  the  like  negleft  of  God's 
meflengers  now  do  proceed ;  as  whoever  will  obferve, 
may  eafily  difcern ;  do  but  mind  the  difcouries  of  fafkious 
people,  you  (hall  perceive  them  all  to  breathe  generally 
nothing  but  ill-nature. 

The  fruits  alfo  which  it  produceth  are  extremely  bad ; 
manifold  great  inconveniences  and  mifchiefs,  hugely  pre- 
judicing the  intereft  of  religion  and  the  welfare  of  the 
Church. 

Vid.  Cypr.       It   is   immediately  and  formally  a  violation   of  order 

que  enim^'^"^  peace ;  whence  all  the  woful  confequences  of  diforder 

aliun<ic,&c.  and  faftion  do  adhere  thereto. 

It  breedeth  great  difgrace  to  the  Church  and  fcandal 
to  religion ;  for  what  can  appear  more  ugly  than  to  fee 
among  the  profeflbrs  of  religion  children  oppofing  their 
fathers,  fcholars  contefting  with  their  mafters,  inferiors 
flighting  and  eroding  their  fuperiors  ?  what  can  more 
expofe  the  Church  and  religion  to  the  contempt,  to  the 
derifion  of  atheifts  and  infidels,  of  profane  and  lewd  per- 
fons,  of  wild  heretics  and  fchifmatics,  of  all  enemies  unto 
truth  and  piety,  than  fuch  foul  irregularity  g  ? 


*"  An  cffc  fibi  cum  Chrifto  videtur,  qui  adverfus  facerdotcs  Chrifti  faclt? 
&C.  Cypr,  de  Unit,  Eccl,  p.  258. 

e  Inde  fchifmata,  et  hserefes  obortse  funt,  et  oriuntur^  dum  epifcopus>  qui 
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It  comiptcth  the  minds  and  manners   of  men:    for  SERM. 
when  that  difcipline  is   relaxed  which  was  ordained  to    LVII. 
guard  truth  and  promote  holinefs  ;  when  men  are  grown 
fo  licentious  and  ftubborn  as  to  contemn  their  fuperiors, 
to  difregard  their  wholefome  laws  and  fober  advice,  there 
can  be  no  curb  to  reftrain  them,  but  down  precipitantly  Eccldiae 
they  run  into  all  kind  of  vicious  irregularities  and  ex-  L*fiJ*gi^a 
oefles;  when  thofe  mounds  are  taken  away,  whither  will«ft*  Qyp^* 
men  ramble  ?  when  thofe  banks  are  broken  down,  what 
can  we   expeA  but  deluges   of  impious    doArine    and 
wicked  praftice,  to   overflow  the  ignorant   and  inconfi- 
derate  people  ? 

Doth  not  indeed  this  pra6tice  evidently  tend  to  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  Church  and  deftruftion  of  Chriftianity  ? 
for  when  the  Jhepherds  are  (as  to  conduft  and  efficacy) 
taken  away^  will  not  the  fneep  he  fcattered,  or  wander  Matt.  xxvi. 
ajlray,  like  Jheep  without  a  Jhepherdy  being  bewildered  in^^' 
various  errors,  and  expofed  as  a  prey  to  any  wild  beafts ; 
to  the  grievous  wolves,  to  the  ravenous  lions,  to  the  wily 
foxes  ?  her^  a  faaatical  enthufiaft  will  fnap  them,  there  a 
profane  libertine  will  worry  them,  there  again  a  defperate 
atheift  will  tear  and  devour  them  ^. 

Confult  we  but  obvious  experience,  and  we  {hall  fee  what 
fpoils  and  mines  of  faith,  of  good  confcience,  of  common 
honeftyand  fobriety,  thispra6lice  hath  in  a  few  years  caufed; 
how  have  atheifm  and  infidelity,  how  have  profanenefs  and 
diflblutenefs  of  manners,  how  have  all  kinds  of  difhonefty 
and  bafenefs  grown  up  fince  men  began  to  difregard  the 
authority  of  their  fpiritual  guides  !  what  difmal  tragedies 
^ve  we  in  our  age  beheld  afted  upon  this  ftage  of  our 
own  country !  what  bloody  wars  and  murders,  (murders 


nnus  efty  et  eccldiae  praeeft  fuperba  quorundam  praefumptione  contemnitur. 
Cj^.  Ep,  69. 

Haec  funt  initia  haereticonim,  et  ortus  atque  conatus  fchifmaticorum  male 
cogitantiuin  ut  (ibi  placeant,  ut  praepoHtum  fuperbo  tumore  contemnant.  Sic 
de  eccleiia  receditur,  iic  altare  profanum  foris  collocatur,  iic  contra  pa^cem 
Chrifti,  atque  unitatem  Dei  rebellatur.  Cypr,  Ep,  65. 

Mit  pJUh  &c     Cirjf.  in  a  Ttm,  Or.  3. 
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SERM.  of  princety  of  nobles,  of  bifhops  and  priefts!)  what  mifer* 
_I^VII.  able  opprefEons,  extortions,  and  rapines !  what  exectaUo 
feditions  and  rebellions  !  what  barbarous  animofities  and 
feuds!  what  abominable  treafons,  (acrileges,  peijuriesy 
blafphemies !  what  horrible  violations  of  all  juftice  and 
honefty  I  And  what,  I  pray,  was  the  fource  of  thefe  things? 
where  did  they  begin  ?  where  but  at  murmuring  i^^ain^ 
at  reje^ng,  at  perfecuting  the  fpiritual  governors,  at  eaft- 
ing  down  and  trampling  on  their  authority,  at  flighliiig 
and  fpuming  at  their  advice?  Surely  would  men  have  ob- 
ferved  the  laws,  or  have  hearkened  to  the  oounfels  of 
thofe  grave  and  fober  perfons,  whom  Grod  had  appcnnted 
to  dired:  them,  they  never  would  have  run  into  the  com* 
miffion  of  fuch  enormities. 

It  is  not  to  be  omitted,  that,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  the  guilt  of  difobedience  to  fpiritual  governors  \A 
increafed  and  aggravated  by  the  fupervenient  guilt  of 
another  ^obedience  to  the  laws  of  our  prince  and  coun-*. 
try.  Before  the  fecular  powers  (unto  whom  God  hath 
committed  the  difpenfation  of  juftice,  with  the  mainte- 
nance of  peace  and  ord^,  in  reference  to  worldly  aff^rs) 
did  fubmit  to  our  Lord,  and  became  nurfing  parents  of 
the  Churchy  the  power  of  managing  ecclefiaftical  matters 
did  wholly  refide  in  fpiritual  guides ;  unto  whom  Chri- 
ftians,  as  the  peculiar  fubje£b  of  God,  were  obliged  will- 
ingly to  yield  obedience;  and  refufing  it,  were  guilty 
before  God  of  fpiritual  diforder,  faction,  or  fchifro :  but 
now,  after  that  political  authority  (out  of  pious  zeal  for 
God*s  fervice,  out  of  a  wife  care  to  prevent  the  influences 
of  diforder  in  fpiritual  matters  upon  the  temporal  peace> 
out  of  grateful  return  for  the  advantages  the  common- 
wealth enjoyeth  from  religion  and  the  Church)  hath 
pleafed  to  back  and  fortify  the  laws  of  fpiritual  governors 
by  civil  fanfliions,  the  knot  of  our  obligation  is  tied  fafter, 
its  force  is  redoubled,  we  by  difobedience  incur  a  double 
gmlt,  and  offend  God  two  ways,  both  as  fupreme  gover- 
nor of  the  world,  and  as  king  of  the  Church;  to  our 
fchifm  againft  the  Church  we  add  rebellion  againft  our 
prince,  and  fo  become  no  lefs  bad  cid^rens  than  bad 
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Chnf&ns.  Some  may  perhaps  magme  their  ffibbccKcncc  S  ERM. 
hence  more  excufable,  taking  themfelves  now  only  thereby    ^^^^' 
to  tranfgrefs  a  political  fanftion:   but  (befide  that  even 
that  were  a  great  offence,  the  command  of  our  temporal 
governors  being  fuffident,  out  of  confcience  to  God's  ex- 
piefs  will,  to  oblige  us  in  all  things  not  evidently  repug- 
nant to  God's  law)  it  is  a  great  miftake  to  think  the  civil 
law  doth  anywife  derogate  frofn  the  ecclefiaftical ;  that 
doth  not  fwallow  this  up,  but  fuccoureth  and  corrobo- 
rtteth  h;    their  concurrence  yieldeth  an    acceflion   of 
weight  and  ftrength  to  each ;  they  do  not  by  confpiring 
to  prefcribe  the  fame  thing  either  of  them  ceafe  to  be 
governors,  as  to  right;  but  in  efficacy  the  authority  of 
both  fhould  thence  be  augmented,  feeing  the  obligation 
to  obedience  is  multiplied  upon  their  fubje6l3 ;   and  to 
difobey  them  is  now  two  crimes,  which  otherwife  fhould 
be  but  one. 


SERMON    LVIII. 


OF  OBEDIENCE  TO  OUR  SPIRITUAL  GUIDES 
AND  GOVERNORS. 


Heb.  xiii.  17. 

Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you, 

SERM.  OUCH  is  the  nature  of  this  duty,  and  fuch  are  the  rea- 
T  VITT  •  • 

fons  enforcing  the  praftice  thereof :  I  (hall  only  farther 

remove  two  impediments  of  that  praAice,  and  fo  leave 
this  point. 

I.   One  hindrance  of  obedience  is  this,  that  fpiritual 
power  is  not  defpotical  or  compulfory,  but  parental  or 
paftoral ;  that  it  hath  no  external  force  to  abet  it,  or  to 
Matt.  XX.    avenge  difobedience  to  its  laws  :  they  muft  not  xarefow- 
Luke  xxii.  (Tia^&v,  Or  KotTotxvpisv&Vj  (be  imperious,  or  domineer,)  they 
^*p  are  not  allowed  to  exercife  violence,  or  to  inflift  bodily 

correilion  ^;  but  muft  rule  in  meek  and  gentle  ways,  di- 
re6Uy  influential  upon  the  mind  and  confcience,  (ways  of 
2Tim.  ii.  rational  perfuafion,  exhortation,  admonition,  reproof,)  in 
\T\m[i\\.Q,'"^^^^^fi  in/iru6iing  thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves ; — con* 
vincingy  rebuking y  exhorting  luith  all  longfuffering  and 
do6irine ;  their  word  is  their  only  weapon,  their  force  of 
argument  all  the  conftraint  they  apply  :  hence  men  com- 
monly do  not  ftand  in  awe  of  them,  nor  are  fo  fenfible  of 


ifiet^retvorrv*  ^rai^fA»r»j  &C.      Chryf,  de  Sacerd,  2. 

'EvraS^i  »v  fitx^^fAivov^  i^kct  Tti^tifrai  lu  irottTf  afAtiyu  riv  rM«(;r«y.      Ibid, 
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neir  obligation  to  obey  them;  they  cannot  underftand  SERM. 
/hy  they  fhould  be  frighted  by  words,  or  controlled  by  LVIII. 
n  unarmed  authority. 

But  this  in  truth  (things  being  duly  confidered)  is  fo 
ar  from  diminifliing  our  obligation,  or  arguing  the  au- 
hority  of  our  governors  to  be  weak  and  precarious,  that 
t  rendereth  our  obligation  much  greater,  and  their  au-  - 
:hority  more  dreadful ;  for  the  fweeter  and  gentler  their 
way  of  governing  is,  the  more  difingenuous  and  unworthy 
a  thing  it  is  to  difobey  it ;  not  to  be  perfuaded  by  rea- 
fon,  not  to  be  allured  by  kindnefs,  not  to  admit  friendly 
advice,  not  to  comply  with  the  calmeft  methods  of  fiir- 
thering  our  own  good,  is  a  brutifli  thing ;  he  that  only 
can  be  feared  and  fcourged  to  duty,  fcarce  deferveth  the 
lame  of  a  man:  it  therefore  doth  the  more  oblige  us, 
hat  in  this  way  we  are  moved  to  aftion  by  love  rather 
ban  fear.  Yet  if  we  would  fear  wifely  and  juftly,  (not 
kjd  children,  being  frighted  with  formidable  fhapes  and 
ppearances,  but  like  men,  apprehending  the  real  confe- 
liences  of  things,)  we  (hould  the  more  fear  thefe  fpiri- 
Oal  powers,  becaufe  they  are  infenfible :  for  that  God 
ath  commanded  us  to  obey  them,  without  affigning  vi*- 
ble  forces  to  conftrain  or  chaftife,  is  a  manifeft  argument 
hat  he  hath  referved  the  vindication  of  their  authority  to 
lis  own  hand,  which  therefore  will  be  infallibly  certain, 
.nd  terribly  fevere ;  fo  the  nature  of  the  cafe  reqiureth, 
,nd  lb  God  hath  declared  it  (hall  be :  the  fentence  that  is  Matt,  xviif, 
ipon  earth  pronounced  by  his  minifters  upon  contuma-^'* 
ious  offenders,  he  hath  declared  himfelf  ready  to  ratify 
a  heaven,  and  therefore  nioft  affuredly  will  execute  it, 
SlS  under  the  old  law  God  appointed  to  the  tranfgreffion 
)f  fome  laws,  upon  which  he  laid  fpecial  ftrefs,  the  pu- 
uihment  of  being  cut  off  from  his  people;  the.  execution 
)f  which  puniftiment  he  referved  to  himfelf,  to  be  accom- 
Dlifhed  in  his  own  way  and  time ;  fo  doth  he  now  in  like 
manner  take  upon  him  to  maintain  the  caufe  of  his  mini- 
fters, and  to  execute  the  judgments  decreed  by  them; 
and  if  fo,  we  may  coniider  that  it  is  a  dreadful  thing  to  Heb.  x.  31. 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God.    Ecclefiaftical  autho- 
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SERM.  rity  therefore  is  not  a  (hadow,  void  of  fubftanoe  or  foroa^ 
^^^^^'  but  hath  the  greateft  power  in  the  world  to  fui^ort  aq| 
aflert  it;  it  hath  arms  to  maintsdn  it  moft  efie&ual  aa^ 
sCor.z.4.forcible9  (thofe  of  which  St.  Paul  faith;  The  weapons  of 
our  warfare  are  not  carnal^  but  mighty  through  Gody^"^  h 
infli£teUi  chaftifements  far  more  dreadful  than  any  fecuhr 
power  can  inflift;  for  thefe  only  touch  the  body^  thbl^ 
pierce  the  foul;  thefe  concern  only  our  temporal  ftatc^ 
thofe  reach  eternity  itfelf ;  thefe  at  moft  yield  a  tranStoiy 
fmart,  or  kill  the  body^  thofe  produce  endlefs  tormeoty 
and  (utterly  as  to  all  comfort  in  being)  deftroy  the  foul. 
Spiritali         The  punifhment  for  extreme  contumacy  is  called  deli* 
^^\tt'   ^^  '^  Satan ;  and  is  not  this  far  worfe  than  to  be  put 
contuma-    into  the  hands  of  any  gaoler  or  hangman  ?  what  are  any 
^."dum '  cords  of  hemp  or  fetters  of  iron  in  comparifon  to  thoft 
de  ccclcfia  bands^  of  which  it  is  faid.  Whatever  ye  bind  on  earthyflui& 
Cjpr.  Ef[  be  bound  in  heaven ;  which  engage  the  foul  in  a  guOt 
**•  never  to  be  loofed^  except  by  fore  contrition  and  ferious 

repentance?  what  are  any  fcourges  to  St.  Paul's  Tod| 
lafhing  the  heart  and  confcience  with  (tinging  remorfe? 
what  any  axes  or  falchions  to  that  fword  of  the  Jptrit, 
which  cutteth  oflF  a  member  from  the  body  of  Chrift? 
what  are  any  fagots  and  torches  to  that  unquench-' 
able  fre  and  Irimjione  of  the  infernal  lake  ?  what,  in 
fine,  doth  any  condemnation  here  figniiy  to  that  horrible 
curfe,  which  devoteth  an  incorrigible  foul  to  the  bottom- 
lefs  pit  ? 

It  is  therefore  indeed  a  great  advantage  to  this  power 
that  it  is  fpiritual. 

%.  Another  grand  obftru6Uon  to  the  praAice  erf  this 
duty  is,  pretence  to  fcruple  about  the  lawfulnefs,  or  difla- 
Usfaftion  in  the  expedience  of  that  which  our  governors 
prefcribe;  that  we  are  able  to  advance  objeflions  againft 
their  decrees;  that  we  can  efpy  inconveniences  ei^uing 
Cypr.  Ep.  ^pon  their  orders;  that  we  imagine  the  conftitution  may  be 
50. 52.  (p.  reformed,  fo  as  to  become  more  pure,  more  convenient  and 
comely,  more  ferviceable  to  edification;  that  we  cannot 
fancy  that  to  be  beft,  which  they  enjoin :  for  removing  this 
obftru£tion  let  me  only  propound  fome  queftions. 
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Were  not  any  government  appointed  in  vain,  if  fuch  SERM. 
pretences  mi^t  exempt  or  excufe  from  conformity  to  its  ^^^^^ 
mtiers  ?  can  fuch  ever  be  wanting  ?  Is  there  any  thing  de-  <i>ix«Wf  Jf- 
viiable,  which  may  not  be  impugned  by  fome  plaufibleJJ*  *J^^^» 
leafbn,  which  may  not  difguft  a  fqueamifh  humour?  Is ^uix^. Soer. 
there  any  matter  fo  clearly  innocent,  the  lawfiilnefs  where- ^^•^"'®'' 
<rf  a  weak  mind  will  not  queftion;  any  thing  fo  firm  and 
folid,  in  which  a  imall  acutenefs  of  wit  cannot  pick  a  hole; 
any  thing  fo  indifputably  cert^,  that  whoever  affeAeth 
to  cavil  may  not  eafily  devife  fome  objections  ag^nft  it  ? 

Is  there  any  thing  here  that  hath  no  inconveniences 
attending  it  ?  are  not  in  all  hiunan  things  conveniences 
and  inconveniences  fo  mixed  and  complicated,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  difentangle  and  fever  them  ?  can  there  be  any 
conftitution  under  heaven  fo  abfolutely  pure  and  perfeft, 
thai  BO  blemifh  or  defe6l  (hall  appear  therein  ?  can  any  pro- 
vidence of  man  forefee,  any  care  prevent,  any  induftry  re- 
medy all  inconveniences  poffible  ?  Is  a  reformation  fatis- 
fiiAory  to  all  fancies  any  wife  practicable ;  and  are  they 
not  fitter  to  live  in  the  Platonic  idea  of  a  commonwealth 
than  in  any  real  fociety,  who  prefs  for  fuch  an  one  ?  To  be 
&cile  and  complaifant  in  other  cafes,  bearing  with  things 
which  do  not  pleafe  us,  is  efteemed  commendable,  a  courte- 
ous and  humane  practice:  why  (hould  it  not  be  much  more 
itafonaHe  to  condefcend  to  our  fuperiors,  and  comport  with 
their  pra£tice?  is  it  not  very  difcourteous  to  deny  them  the 
iefpe&  which  we  allow  to  others,  or  to  refiife  that  advan- 
tage to  public  tranfa^ons  which  we  think  fit  to  grant 
unto  private  converfation? 

Tac  what  purpofe  did  God  inftitute  a  government,  if 
the  refolutions  thereof  muft  be  fufpended  till  every  man  is 
fttisfied  with  them ;  or  if  its  ftate  muft  be  altered  fo  often 
M  any  man  can  pick  in  it  matter  of  offence  or  diflike ;  or 
if  the  proceedings  thereof  muft  be  fhaped  according  to  the 
mimberlefs  varieties  of  different  and  repugnant  fancies^  ? 

8i  ubi  JTtbcBntar  quserere  Singulis  liceat  \  perennte  obfequio  etiam  imperium 
intcfcidit.  Tae^  u  p.  450.  OM9. 


( 
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SERM.  Are,  I  pray,  the  obje&ions  againft  obedience  lb  {dear 
LVIIl.  and  cogent,  as  are  the  commands  which  enjoin,  and  the 
""""""""""  reafons  which  enforce  it  ?  are  the  inconveniences  adhering 
to  it  apparently  fo  grievous,  as  are  the  mifchiefs  which 
fpring  from  difobedience  ?  do  they  in  a  jull  balance  coun- 
terpoife  the  difparagement  of  authority,  the  violation  rf 
order,  the  diflurbance  of  peace,  the  obftruftion  of  edifica- 
tion, which  difobedience  producetli  ? 

Do  the  fcruples  (or  reafons,  if  we  will  call  them  fo) 
which  we  propound,  amount  to  fuch  a  ftrength  and  e?i- 
dence,  as  to  outweigh  the  judgment  of  thofe  whom  God 
hath  authorized  by  his  commiflion,  whom  he  doth  enabk 
by  his  grace,  to  inftruA  and  guide  us  ^  ?  May  not  diofe, 
whofe  office  it  is  to  judge  of  fuch  things,  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  it  is  to  ftudy  for  fkill  in  order  to  that  purpofe,  who 
have  moft  experience  in  thofe  aflFairs  fpecially  belonging 
to  them,  be  reafonably  deemed  moft  able  to  judge  both 
for  themfelves    and  us  what  is  lawful,  and  what  ex- 
pedient?  have  they  not  eyes  to  fee  what  we  do,  and 
hearts  to  judge  concerning  the  force  of  our  pretences,  as 
well  as  we  ? 
Qui  fidci        Is  it  not  a  defign  of  their  office  to  refolvc.our  doubts 
ctventati    ^^j  ^^jj  ^^j.  f^niples  in  fuch  cafes,  that  we  may  aft 
Cypr,  Ep,    fecurely  and  quietly,  being  direfted  by  better  judgments 
^^'  than  our  own  ?  Are  they  not  ftriflJy  obliged  in  confcience, 

are  they  not  deeply  engaged  by  intereft,  to  govern  us  in 
the  beft  manner  ?  Is  it  therefore  wifdom,  is  it  modefly^  is 
it  juftice  for  us  to  advance  our  private  conceits  againft 
their  moft  deliberate  public  refolutions  ?  may  we  not  info 
doing  miftake  ?  may  we  not  be  blind  or  weaJc,  (not  to  fay 
fond,  or  proud,  or  pen^erfe?)  and  (hall  thofe  defefts  or  de- 
faults of  ours  evacuate  fo  many  commands  of  Grod,  and 
render  his  fo  noble,  fo  needful  an  ordinance  quite  in- 
iignificant  ? 

Do  we  efpecially  feem  to  be  in  eameft,  or  appear  other- 


c  Dizifti  fane  fcraplam  tibi  efle  tollendam  de  animo,  in  quern  incidifti; 
Incidifti  fed  tua  credulitate  irreligiofa,  &c.  Cjpr,  Ep,  69.  (ad  Florent.)  vkL  0p' 
time  et  appotfie  de  hac  re  differentem. 
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wife  than  illufively  to  palliate  our  naughty  affeflions  and  SERM, 
iinifter  refpefts,  when  we  ground  the  jufUfication  of  our  LVJJl* 
nonconformity  upon  dark  fubtilties  and  intricate  quirks; 
which  it  is  hard  to  conceive  that  we  underftand  ourfelves, 
and  whereof  very  perfpicacious  men  cannot  apprehend  the 
force  ?  Do  we  think  we  (hall  be  innocent  men,  becaufe  we 
arc  fmart  fophifters  ?  or  that  God  will  excufe  from  our 
duty,  becaufe  we  can  perplex  men  with  our  difcourfes  ?  or 
that  we  are  bound  to  do  nothing,  becaufe  we  are  able  to 
fiiy  fomewhat  againft  all  things  ? 

Would  we  not  do  well  to  confider  what  huge  danger 
they  incur,  and  how  mafly  a  load  of  guilt  they  muft  un- 
dergo, upon  whom  fhall  be  charged  all  thofe  fad  diforders 
and  horrid  mifchiefs  which  are  naturally  confequent  on 
difobedience  ?  What  if  confufion  of  things,  if  corruption  of 
manners,  if  oppreffion  of  truth,  if  diflblution  of  the  Church 
do  thence  enfue;  what  a  cafe  then  fhall  we  be  in,  who  con- 
fer fo  much  thereto  ?  Would  not  fuch  confiderations  be  apt 
to  beget  fcruples  far  more  difquieting  an  honeft  and  truly 
confcientious  mind,  than  any  fuch  either  profound  fub- 
tilties or  fuperficial  plaufibilities  can  do,  which  diffenters 
are  wont  to  allege  ?  For  needeth  he  not  to  have  extreme 
reafon  (reafon  extremely  ftrong  and  evident)  who  dareth 
to  refufe  that  obedience  which  God  fo  plainly  command- 
cth;  by  which  his  own  authority  is  maintained;  on  which 
the  fafety,  profperity,  and  peace  of  the  Church  dependeth; 
in  which  the  fupport  of  religion,  and  the  welfare  of  num- 
berlefs  fouls  is  deeply  concerned  ? 

Did,  let  me  farther  a(k,  the  Apoftles,  when  they  fettled 
orders  in  the  church,  when  they  impofed  what  they  con- 
ceived needful  for  edification  and  decency,  when  they 
inflicted  fpiritual  chaflifements  upon  diforderly  walkers, 
regard  fuch  pretences  ?  or  had  thofe  felf-conceited  and 
felf- willed  people  (who  obeyed  not  their  words,  but  rejifted^  Tim.  iv. 
and  rejeAed  them)  no  fuch  pretences  ?  had  they  nothing,  j  xim.  i. 
think  we,  to  fay  for  themfelves,  nothing  to  obje£t  againfl  ao«        . . 
the  apoflolic  orders  and  proceedings  ?  They  had  furely ;  u,  c.  ' 
they  failed  not  to  find  faults  in  the  eftablifhment,  and  to 
pretend  a  kind  of  tender  confcience  for  their  difobedience; 
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SERM.  yet  this  hindered  not^  but  that  the  Apoftles  condemned 
^2___  their   mifbehaviour    and   inflifted  feveie  ceniixres  upon 
them  ? 

Did  not  alfo  the  primitive  hifhops  (and  all  fpiritual 
governors  down  from  the  beginning  every  where  alxnoft 
to  thefe  days  of  contention  and  diforder)  proceed  m  the 
fame  courfe;  not  fearing  to  ena£t  fuch  laws  concemii^ 
indifferent  matters  and  circmnftances  of  religion,  as  feeined 
to  them  conducible  to  the  good  of  the  Church  ?  Did  not 
all  good  people  readily  comply  with  their  orders^  how 
painful  foever,  or  difagreeable  to  flefh  and  blood,  without 
conteft  or  fcruple  ?  yet  had  not  they  as  much  wit,  and  no 
lefs  confcience  than  ourfelves  ?  They  who  had  wifdom 
enough  to  defcry  the  truth  of  our  religion  through  all  the 
clouds  of  obloquy  and  difgrace,  which  it  lay  under;  who 
had  zeal  and  conflancy  to  bear  the  hardeft  brunts  of  perfe- 
cution  againft  it ;  were  they  fuch  fools  as  to  fee  no  &ult, 
fo  ftupid  as  to  refent  nothing,  or  fo  loofe  as  to  comply 
with  any  thing  ?  No  furely;  they  were  in  truth  fo  wife  as 
to  know  their  duty,  and  fo  honeft  as  to  obferve  it. 

If  thefe  coniiderations  will  not  fatisfy,  I  have  done; 
and  proceed  to  the  next  point  of  our  duty,  to  which  the 
precept  in  our  text  may  extend,  concerning  the  doSrine 
of  our  guides :  in  which  refpeft  it  may  be  conceived  to 
imply  the  following  particulars  to  be  performed  by  us,  as 
inftances,  or  parts,  or  degrees  thereof. 

I.  We  fliould  readily  and  gladly  addrefs  ourfelves  tO 
hear  them ;  not  out  of  profane  and  wilful  contempt  or 
flothful  negligence  declining  to  attend  upon  their  inftruc- 
tions :  there  were  of  old  thofe,  of  whom  the  Prophets 
Neh.ix.  29.  complain,  who  would  not  fo  much  as  hearken  to  the  words 
iMxv.  12*  ^  thofe  whom  God  fent  unto  them ;  but  flopped  their 
ixvi.  4.       ears,  withdrew  the  Jhoulder,  and  hardened  the  neck,  and 
vi.  10.        would  not  hear:  there  were  thofe  in  the  evangelical  times^ 
Aas  xiu.    ^j^Q  ^j  k%(K&sLV  Tov  Xoyovy  thru/i  away  the  word  of  God 
Matt.  X.  \A, judging  themfelves  unworthy  of  eternal  life  ;  who  would  noi 
admit  or  hear  the  word  of  life,  and  overtures  of  grace  pro- 
Luke  viii.  pounded  by  the  Apoftles  :  there  were  Gadarenes,  who  be- 
^^'  feechcd  our  Lord  himfelf  to  depart  from  their  coafts:  thei« 
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liave  always' been  deaf  adders^  who  Jiop  their  ears  to  the  SERM. 
voice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he  never  fo  wifely ;  no  wonder  J[^_2_. 
then  if  now  there  be  thofe  who  will  not  fo  much  as  al*  Pfal.  iviii. 
low  a  hearing  to  the  meffengers  of  God,  and  the  guides  **  *' 
<^  their  foul :  fome  out  of  a  famous  prejudice  againft 
tbeir  officej  or  their  perfons,  or  their  way,  do  fhun  thenn, 
glriog  ihemfelYes  over  to  the  conduft  of  feducers ;  fome 
out  of  a  profane  negle6h  of  all  religion,  out  of  being 
wholly  poflefled  with  worldly  cares  and  defires,   out  of 
ihi{»idity  and  (loth,  (indifpofing  them  to  mind  any  thing 
that  is  ferious,)  will  not  afford  them  any  regard :  dl  thefe 
are  extremely  blameable,  ofTenfive  to  God,  and  injurious 
to  themfelves.     It  is  a  heinous  affront  to  God  (implying 
an  hoftile  difpofition  toward  him,  an  unwillingnefs  to  have 
any  correfpondence  with  him)  to  refiife  fo  much  as  au- 
dienoe  to  his  ambafladors;  it  is  an  interpretative  repulf- 
ing  him:  fo  of  old  he  expreffed  it;  /,  faith  h^,  fpakejtuvW,  lau 
wnta  you^  rifing  early  and /peaking,  hut  ye  heard  not; 
I  called  you,  but  ye  anfwered  not :  fo  under  the  Gof-  Luke  x.  16. 
pel;  He,  faith  our  Lord,  that  heareih  you  heareth  we; 
and  he  that  dejpifeth  (or  regardeth  not)   you  dejpifeth 
me;  and,  fFe  are  ambajfadors  of  Chriji,  as  though  God aCor. v. ao. 
did  lefeech  you  by  us ;  we  pray  you  in  Chri/i's  Jiead,  be 
reconciled  to  God.    It  is  a  ftarving  our  fouls,  depriving 
them  of  that  food  which  God  hath  provided  for  them ; 
it  is  keeping  ourfelves  at  diftance  from  any  means  or 
poffibility  of  being  well  informed  and  quickened  to  the 
praftice  of  our  duty,  of  being  reclaimed  from  our  errors 
and  fins  j  it  is  the  way  to  become  hardened  in  impiety,  or 
finking  into  a  reprobate  fenfe.  This  is  the  firft  ftep  to  obe- 
dienoe ;  for  how  can  we  believe,  except  we  hear  P  this  is 
that  which  St.  Jaines  urgeth.  Let  every  man  be  quick  to  jam.  i.  19. 
hear  ;  and  which  St.  Peter  thus  enjoineth.  Like  new-born  1  pet.  ii.  3. 
babes,  defire  ihefncere  milk  of  the  word,  that  we  may  grow 
thereby :  we  (hould  efpecially  be  quick  and  ready  to  hear 
thofe  whom  God    hath   authorized  and   appointed  to 
fpeak  I  we  (hould  de/ire  to  fuck  the  milk  of  the  word  from 
thofe  who  ftre  our  fpiritual  parents  and  nurfes. 
i).  We  ihould  hear  them  with  ferious,  ^ameft  attention 

VOL.  III.  L 
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SERM.  and  confideration ;  fo  that  we  may  well  underftaxid^  may 
^^^^^'  be  able  to  weigh,  may  retain  in  memory,  and  may  be- 
come  dnly  afiefled  with  their  difcourfes;  we  muft  not 
hear  them  drovvfily  and  (lightly,  as  if  we  were  nothing 
concerned,  or  were  hearing  an  impertinent  tale;    their 
word  ihould  not  pafs  through  the  ears,  and  flip  away 
without  efkSt ;  but  fink  into  the  underftanding,  into  the 
Matt.  xiii.  memory,  into  the  heart;  like  the  good  feed  fsalling  into  a 
^*  depth  of  earthy  able  to  afford  it  root  and  novuriihment; 

therefore  we  muft  attend  diligently  thereto :  wtpurvwpms 
Heb.  ii.  1.  ouv  hi  wpoa^ix»Vf  we  Jhould  therefore  give  more  almndant 
heed,  as  the  Apoftle  faith,  to  the  things  we  hear,  lefi  at 
any  time  we  Jhould  let  them  flip.    This  duty  the  nature 
1  Their,  ii.  and  importance  of  their  word  requireth :  it  is  the  word 
not  of  men,  but,  in  truth,  the  word  of  the  great  God,  (his 
word  as  proceeding  from  him,  as  declarii^  his  mind  and 
will,  as  tendering  his  overtures  of  grace  and  mercy,) 
which  as  fuch  challengeth  great  regard  and  awe ;  it  in- 
formeth  us  of  our  chief  duties,  it  furthereth  our  maio  in- 
terefts,  it  guideth  us  into,  it  urgeth  us  forward  m.  the 
iam.  i.  21.  way  to  eternal  happinefs ;  it  is  the  word  that  is  able  to 
fave  our  fouls,  to  render  us  wife  unto  falvation ;  it  there- 
fore claimeth  and  deferveth   from  us   moft  eameft  at- 
tention ;  it  is  a  great  indignity  and  folly  not  to  yield  it. 

3.  We  fliould  to  their  inftru6lions  bring  good  difpofi- 
tions  of  mind,  fuch  as  may  render  them  moft  eife&ual 
and  fruitful  to  us ;  fuch  as  are  right  intention,  candour, 
docility,  meeknefs. 

We  fhould  not  be  Induced  to  hear  them  out  of  curio- 

fity,  (as  having  itching  ears,)  being  defirous  to  hear  fome 

new   things,  fome  fine  notions,  fome  taking  difcourfe; 

fomewhat  to  fancy   or  talk  pleafantly  about,  >  (as   the 

A6U  xvii.    Athenians  heard  St.  Paul;)  not  out  of  cenforioufnefs,  or  in- 

^^'  clination  to  criticize  and  find  fault,  (as  the  Pharlfees  heard 

Luke  xi.54.  our  Saviour,   loying  wait  for  htm,  and  feeking  to  catch 

fomething  out  of  his  mouth,  that  they  might  accufe  him;) 

not  out  of  defign  to  gratify  our  paffions  in  hearing  them, 

to  reprove  other  perfons,  or  for  any  fuch  corrupt  and  fi- 

inifter  intention ;  but  altogether  out  of  pure  defign  that 
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we  may  be  improved  in  knowledge,  and  excited  to  the  SERM. 
pTB^ce  of  our  duty.  ^^^^^^ 

We  fhould  not  come  to  hfear  them  with  minds  imbued 
with  ill  prejudices  and  partial  afFeftions,  which  may  ob- 
ftruA  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  their  difcourfe,  or  may 
hinder  us  from  judging  fairly  and  truly  about  what  they 
fiiy;  but  with  fuch  freedom  and  ingenuity  as  may  dif- 
pofe  us  readily  to  yield  unto  and  acquiefce  in  any  profit- 
able truth  declared  by  them ;  like  the  generous  Bereans^ 
who  received  the  word  jxera  vaa-vj^  vpo^vfilasy  ivith  all  ala-AasxvU. 
crityand  readinefs  ofmindyjearching  the  Scriptures  daily,^^* 
whether  thefe  things  were  Jo;  cog  apriyeyijra  /Sge^ij,  like  i;i- 1  Pet.. U.  8. 
fonts  newly   born,  that  come  to   the  dug  without  any 
other  inclination  than  to  fuck  what  is  needful  for  their 
fuftenance. 

We  (hould  be  docile  and  traftable,  willing  and  apt  to 
learn,  fliaking  oflF  all  thofe  indifpofitions  of  foul  (all  dul- 
nefk  and  iluggifhnefs,  all  peevifhnefs  and  perverfenefs,  all 
pride  and  felf-conceitednefs,  all  corrupt  afre£lion  and  in- 
dulgence to  our  conceits,  our  humours,  our  paffions,  our 
lufts  and  inordinate  defires)  which  may  obftruft  our  un- 
derftanding  of  the  word,  our  yielding  aflent  to  it,  our 
receiving  impreilion  from  it :  there  were  thofe,  concern- 
ing  whom  the  Apoille  faid,  that  he  could  not  proceed  in 
his  difcourfe,  becaufe  they  were  voo^poi  ralg  uKoaisy  dull  o/Hcb.v.ii. 
hearings  (or  fluggifli  in  hearing,)  who  were  indifpofed  to  gj 
hear,  and  uncapable  to  underftand,  becaufe  they  would 
not  be  at  the  pains  to  roufe  up  their  fancies,  and  fix  their 
minds  upon  a  ferious  confideration  of  things  :  there  were 
thofe,  who  had  ajpirit  ofjlumber,  eyes  not  to  fee,  and  ears  Ifa.  xxix. 
110^  to  hear ;  who  did  hear  with  the  ear,  but  not  under-  ^^^^  ^^^  ^ 
Jofid;  feeing  did  fee,  but  not  perceive;  for  their  heart  had^f^  v>-  9.. 
waxed  grofs,  their  ears  were  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  ^e. 
eyes  were  clofed  ;  fuch  indocile  perfons  there  always  have^®^"  ***• 
been,  who,  being  ftupified  and  perverted  by  corrupt  affec- 
tions, became  uncapable  of  bettering  from  good  inflruc- 
tion:   all  fuch  we  fhould  flrive  to  free  ourfelves  from, 
that  we  may  perform  this  duty  to  our  guides,  and  inJanui.9i. 
meekmfs  receive  the  engrafted  word. 
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S£RM.      Thefe  prafiices  (of  hearing,  of  attending,  of  coming 

LVIII.  well  difpofed  to  inftruftion)  are  at  leaft  ftcps  and  degrees 

neceflarily  prcrequifite  to  the  obedience  prefcribed;  and 

farther  to  prefs  them  all  together  upon  us,  we  may  con- 

iider,  that  it  is  flri^y  incumbent  on  them  (under  danger 

1  Cor.  ix.    Qf  heavy  punifhment  and  woe)  willingly ^  eameftly,  with 

aCor.v.u.all  diligence  and  patience,  to  labour  in  teaching  and  ad- 

Rom  xii^3  ^lonifliing  us ;  they  muft  give  adendance,  and  lake  heed 

1  Tim.  V.    unto  their  doSlrine,  that  it  may  be  found  and  profitable ; 

T'llm.  It.  *^®y  ^^^fi  preach  the  word,  and  be  infiant  upon  it  infeafon^ 

13. 16.       out  offeafonj  (that  is,  not  only  taking,  but  feeking  and 

OdI.  i.  SB.  fnatching  all  occafions  to  do  it,)  reproving^  rebuking^  er- 

horting  with  all  longfuffering  and  do6\rine ;   they  mfi 

warn  every  man,  and  teach  every  man  in  all  wifdom,  that 

they  may  prefent  every  man  perfetl  in  Chrift  Jefus:  as 

they  are  obliged  in  fuch  manner  to  do  thefe  thii^s,  fo 

there  muft  be  correfpondent  duties  lying  upon  us,  to  re* 

ceive  their  do6trine  readily,  carefully,  patiently,  fincerely, 

and  fairly :  as  they  muft  be  faithful  difpenfers  of  God's 

1  Cor.  iv,  2.  heavenly  truth  and  holy  myfteries,  fo  we  muft  be  6b- 

fequious  entertainers  of  them :  impoiing  fuch  commands 

on  them  doth  imply  reciprocal  obligations  in  their  hearers 

and  fcholars;  othenvife  their  office  woidd  be  vain,  and  their 

endeavours  fruitlefs ;  God  no  lefs  would  be  fruftrated  in 

his  defign,  than  we  fliould  be  deprived  of  the  advantages 

of  their  inftitution. 

But  farther,  it  is  a  more  immediate  ingredient  of  this 
dutyj  that 

4.  We  fliould  effeftually  be  enlightened  by  their  doc- 
trine, be  convinced  by  their  arguments  perfuading  truth 
and  duty,  be  moved  by  their  admonitions  and  exhorta- 
tions to  good  pra6lice ;  we  fliould  open  our  eyes  to  the 
light  which  they  flied  forth  upon  us,  we  flbould  fur- 
render  our  judgment  to  the  proofs  which  they  allege, 
we  Ihould  yield  our  hearts  and  affeftions  pliable  to  their 
mollifying  and  warming  difcourfes :  it  is  their  part  to 
fubdue  our  minds  to  the  obedience  of  faith,  and  to  fubjed 
our  wills  to  the  obfervance  of  God's  commandments, 
'at Cor.z.  5. {cq/iing  down  imaginations^  and  every  high,  thing  ihmi 
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exaltetli  itfelf  againjl  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  SERM. 
tn/o  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chri/i ;)  it  LVIII. 
muft  therefore  anfwerably  be  our  duty  not  to  refift,  not 
to  hold  out,  not  to  perfift  obftinate  in  our  errors  or  pre- 
judices I  to  fubmit  our  minds  to  the  power  of  truth,  being 
willingly  and  gladly  conquered  by  it ;  it  muft  be  our  duty 
to  fubjugate  our  wills,  to  bend  our  inclinations,  to  form 
our  a£h8ions  to  a  free  compliance  of  heart  with  the  duties 
urged  upon  us  ;  we  ihould  not  be  like  thofe  difciples,  of 
whom  our  Lord  complaineth  thus;  0  fools,  and  flow  o/"Lukcxxiv. 
heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  havefpoken :  nor  like  ^*' 
the  Jews,  with  whom  St.  Stephen  thus  expoftulates  ;   l^Aasvii.si. 
Jt^ffnecked  and  uncircuincifed  in  heart  and  ears,  ye  do  al^l^^  ^I'^J^' 
umys  re/i/l  the  Holy  Ghq/i.  They  (hould  fpeak  with  power 
and  efficacy;  we  therefore  ftiould  not  by  our  indifpofi- 
tions  (by  obftinacy  of  conceit  or  hardnefs  of  heart)  ob- 
ftru£t  their  endeavours :  they  fhould  be  co-workers  ofyour^CoT.ljti. 
joy,  (that  is,  working  in  us  that  faith  and  thofe  virtues,  ^   °'*  "*'  *' 
which  are  produftive  of  true  joy  and  comfort  to  us ;)  we 
therefore  fliould co-work  with  them  toward  the  fame  end; 
they  ihould  edify  us  in  knowledge  and  holinefs ;  we  (hould 
therefore  yield  ourfelves  to  be  faihioned  and  polifhed  by 
them. 

5.  We  fhould,  in  fine,  obey  their  dojftrine  by  conform- 
ing our  praftice  thereto;  this  our  Lord  prefcribed  in  regard 
even  to  the  Jewifh  guides  and  doftors ;  The  Scribes  awd  Matt,  xxiii. 
Pharifeesjit  in  Mofes*sfeat;  all  therefore  whatfoever  they^'  ®' 
bid  you  obferve,  that  obferve  and  do  :  the  fame  we  may  well 
conceive  that  he  requireth  in  refpeft  to  his  own  minifters, 
the  teachers  of  a  better  law,  authorized  to  direft  us  by 
his  own  commiffion,  and  thereto  more  fpecially  qualified 
by  his  grace  :  this  is  indeed  the  crown  and  completion  of 
tU;  to  hear  fignifieth  nothing;  to  be  convinced  in  our 
inind^  and  to  be  afTefted  in  our  heart,  will  but  aggravate 
our  guilt,  if  we  negle£t  praftice :  every  fermon  we  hear, 
that  flieweth  us  our  duty,  will  in  effeft  be  an  enditement 
imon  us,  will  ground  a  fentence  of  condemnation,  if  we 
tnoilgrefs  it :  for,  as  the  earth  which  drinketh  in  the  rain  Heb.  vi.  7, 
^Itti  Cometh  oft  upon  it,  and  bringeth  forth  herbs  nieet  for^'  *'  *^' 
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^ERM.  ihemhy  whom  it  is  drejfedj  receiveth  bleffing  from  Godyfi 
LVIII.   that  which  heareth  thorns  and  briers  is  reje&edj  and  is  nigl 
Rora.u.13.^'^'0  curjingi  and  its  end  is  to  be  burned:  and.  Not  thi 
hearers  of  the  law  are  juft  with  God,  but  the  doers  of  the 
lawjltall  bejiiftifed.    And  it  is  a  good  advice,  that  of  St. 
Jam.  i.  32.  James ;  Be  ye  doers  of  the  wordy  and  not  hearers  only,  de- 
ceiving your  ownfelves ;  it  is,  he  intimateth,  a  fallacy  feme 
are  apt  to  put  upon  themfelves,  to  conceit  they  have  done 
fufficiently  when  they  have  lent  an  ear  to  the  word;  thb 
is  the  lead  part  to  be  done  in  regard  to  it,  pra£dce  is  all 
in  all ;  what  is  it  to  be  (hewed  the  way,  and  to  know  it 
exaftly,  if  we  do  not  walk  in  it,  if  we  do  not  by  it  arrive 
to  our  journey's  end,  the  falvation  of  our  fouls  ?   To  have 
waited  upon  our  Lord  himfelf,  and  hung  upon  his  dif- 
courfe,  was  not  available;  for  when  in  the  day  of  ac- 
Lukexiii.    count  fome  (hall  begin   to  allege,   fVe  have  eaten  and 
«6,  27.       drunk  before  thee,  and  thou  hajl  taught  in  ourjireets;  (flur 
Lord  will  fay  f  I  know  you  not,  whence  are  ye;  depart  from 
me  J  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity.    And  it  is  our  Lord's  de- 
Matr.vii.    claration  in  the  cafe,  JVhofoever  heareth  thefe  fayings  of 
mine,  and  doeth  them,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wife  man, 
(John  xiv.  which  built  his  houfe  upon  a  rock  ; — but  every  one  that 
^^'^  heareth  thefe  fayings  of  mine ,  and  doeth  them  notyJhaU 

be  likened  unto  a  foolifh  man,  which  built  his  houfe  upon 
thefand, 
Markvi.2o.     Many  are  very  eameft  to  hear,  they  hear  gladly,  as 
Matt,  xiii.   Herod  did  St.  John  Baptift's  homilies ;  they  receive  tk 
^^'  word  with  joy^  as  the  temporary  believers  in  the  parable 

If.  iviii.  2.  did ;  they  do,  as  thofe  men  did  in  the  Prophet,  del^h 
to  know  God's  ways,  do  afkof  God  the  ordinances  qfjujlice 
do  take  delight  in  approaching  God;  or  as  thofe  in  an 
Ezck.  other  Prophet,  who  f peak  one  to  another ^  every  one  to  hi 
*"32  ®^'  brother^  flyings  Come,  I  pray  you,  and  hear  what  is  th 
word  that  comet  h  forth  from  the  Lord :  and  they  come  unt 
thee  as  the  people  cometh,  and  they  fit  before  thee  as  m 
people,  and  they  hear  thy  words,  but  will  not  do  them 
for  with  their  mouth  they  fhew  much  love,  but  their  heai 
goeth  after  their  covetoufnefs :  and,  lo,  thou  art  to  them  a 
a  very  lovely  fong  of  one  that  hath  a  pleafant  voice^  an 
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c«i  play  well  on  an  in/irument ;  for  they  hear  thy  words,  SERM. 
hui  they  do  them  not :  they  for  a  time  rejoice  in  the  light  * 

of  God's  meilengers^  as  thofe  Jews  did  in  the  light  of  that  John  ▼.  as, 
burning  and  Jhining  lamp,  St.  John  the  Baptift;  but  all 
comes  to  nothing  5  but  they  are  backward  and  carelefs  to 
perform)  at  leaft  more  than  they  pleafe  themfelves,  or 
what  fuiteth  to  their  fancy,  their  humour,  their  appetite, 
their  intereft :  many  hearers  will  believe  only  what  they 
like,  or  what  fuiteth  to  their  prejudices  and  paffions; 
many  of  what  they  believe  will  praftife  that  only  which 
ibrteth  with  their  temper,  or  will  ferve  their  defigns; 
they  cannot  conform  to  unpleafant  and  unprofitable  doc- 
trines: fometimes  care  choketh  the  word;  fometimes 
temptation  of  jdeafure,  of  profit,  of  honour  allureth; 
fometimes  difficulties,  hazards,  perfecutions,  difcourage 
from  obedience  to  it. 

Thefe  particulars  are  obvious,  and  by  moft  will  be  con- 
fented  to :  there  is  one  point  which  perhaps  will  more 
hardly  be  admitted^  which  therefore  I  (hall  more  largely 
infift  upon ;  it  is  this  : 

6.  That  as  in  all  cafes  it  is  our  duty  to  defer  much 
regard  to  the  opinion  of  our  guides,  fo  in  fome  cafes  it 
befaoveth  us  to  rely  barely  upon  their  judgment  and  ad- 
vice ;  thofe  efpecially  among  them  who  excel  in  dignity 
and  worth,  who  are  approved  for  wifdom  and  integrity ; 
their  definitions,  or  the  declarations  df  their  opinion,  (ef- 
pecially fuch  as  are  exhibited  upon  mature  deliberation 
and  debate,  in  a  folemn  manner,)  are  ever  very  probable 
arguments  of  truth  and  expediency ;  they  are  commonly 
the  bed  arguments  which  can  be  had  in  fome  matters, 
efpecially  to  the  meaner  and  Ampler  fort  of  people.  This 
upon  many  accounts  will  appear  reafonable. 

It  is  evident  to  experience,  that  every  man  is  not  ca- 
pable to  judge,  or  able  to  guide  himfelf  in  matters  of 
this  nature,   (concerning  divine  truth  and  confcience.) 
There  are  children  in  under/landing  ;  there  are  men  weak  Rom.  xiv, 
in  faith,  (or  knowledge  concerning  the  faith ;)  there  are  iy^^iV.*^ 
idiots,  uKUKoi,  (men  not  bad,  hut fmple,)  perfons  occupying  1  Cot.  xiv. 
the  room  of  the  unlearned,  unfkilful  in  the  word  of  ^ighte-\\\\]\\^^ 

L4 


I  j2   Of  Obedience  to  ourjpiritnal  Guides  and  OonerMU. 

SERM.  oufnefsj  who,  as  the  Apoftle  faith,  need  thai  one  Jhould 
LV>^^»   ieach  them  which  be  tlie  Jirjl  principles  of  the  oracles  of 
Heb.v.  13.  God. 

Vuigo  non      The  vulgar  fort  of  men  are  as  undiicemitig  and  inju- 

{JjJ*^^^,diciou8  in  all  things,  fo  peculiarly  in  matters  of  this  na- 

r-^'  ture,  fo  much  abftrafted  from  common  fenfe  and  expe- 

ni^M.    rience;    whence  we  fee  them  eafily  feduced  irito  the 

-^fit.  fondcft  conceits  and  wildeft  couries  by  any  fleilder  arti- 

Eph. iv.  14. fice  or  fair  pretence;  like  children,  toffed  toandfroy  iknd 

carried  about  with  every  wind  of  do&rine,  by  the  Jleight 

of  men,  and  cunning  craflinefs,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to 

deceive. 

There  are  alfo  fome  particular  cafes,  a  competent  in- 
formation and  (kill  in  which  muft  depend  upon  impixwre- 
ments  of  mind  acquired  by  more  than  ordinary  ftudy 
and  experience ;  fo  that  in  them  moft  people  do  want 
fuiEcient  means  of  attaining  knowledge  requifite  to  guide 
their  judgment  or  their  praftice :  and  for  fuch  perfoos  in 
fiich  cafes  it  is  plainly  the  beft,  the  wifeft,  and  the  iafeft 
way,  to  rely  upon  the  direction  of  their  guides,  aflenting 
to  what  they  declare,  afting  what  they  prefcribe,  going 
whither  they  condufl:^. 

The  very  notion  of  guides,  and  the  defign  of  their 
office,  doth  import  a  difference  of  knowledge,  and  a  need 
of  reliance  upon  them  in  fuch  cafes ;  it  fignifieth,  that  we 
are  in  fome  meafure  ignorant  of  the  way,  and  that  they 
better  know  it ;  and  if  fo,  plain  reafon  di6lateth  it  fit  that 
we  fhould  follow  them:  and  indeed  what  need  were  tliiire 
of  guides,  to  what  purpofe  fhould  we  have  them,  if  we 
can  fufficiently  ken  the  way,  and  judge  what  we  Ifaotdd 
do,  without  them  ? 

In  the  ftate  of  learning,  (in  which  the  affigning  us 
teachers  fuppofeth  us  placed,)  whatever  our  capacity  may 
be,  yet  our  judgment  at  lealt  (for  want  of  a  full  compre- 
henfion  of  things,  which  muft  be  difcovered  in  order  and 

^  *AXX*  ttieru  \r%^»i$  f^iXnav  tivat  rug  i«wt*>j»  nvictg  ivStiivat  rt;^iw»«^i^««f ,  H 

r«y  mntt  u-raihttraf.     Nax.  Or,  ] . 
——fide  caltdosy  et  viitate  robuftu8>  &c.     Cypr,  Sp,  oa.  Je  iMtimw, 
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by  degrees)  is  imperfeft:  in  that  ftate  therefore  it  be-  SERM. 
Cometh  us  not  to  pretend  exercife  of  judgment,  but  rather  ^V^"- 
eafily  to  yield  aifent  to  what  our  teachers,  who  fee  far- 
ther into  the  thing,  do  aflbrt^   Tke  Uamery  as  Seneca  Hegi  debet, 
faith,  is  hound  to  le  ruled,  while  he  begirtneth  to  be  able  to  kyo^evL 
rule  himfelf.  ^^^-  ^*»- 

Aei  (Miv^ivoyTa  7rir«J«v,  Ji  learner  Jhould  in  fome  mea- 
Jure  he  credulous ;  otherwife,  as  he  will  often  fail  in  his 
judgment,  (o  he.  wiH  jmke  little  progrefs  in  learning; 
for  if  he  will  admit  nothing  on  his  mafter's  word, 
if  he  will  queftion  all  things,  if  he  will  continually  be 
doubting  and  difputing,  or  contradifting  and  oppofing 
his  teacher,  how  can  inftruAion  proceed  ?  He  that  pre- 
fently  will  be  his  own  mafter  is  a  bad  fcholar,  and  will 
be  a  worfe  mafter.  fle  that  will  fly  before  he  is  fledged, 
no  wonder  if  he  tumble  down. 

There  are  divers  obvious  and  very  confiderable  cafes 
in  which  perfons  moft  contemptuous  of  authority,  ai^d 
ttbw&bry  toward  their  guides,  are  conilrained  tb  rely 
jffcki  the  judgment  of  others,  and  are  contented  to  do  it, 
their  confcience  fhewing  them  unable  to  judge  for  theth- 
felres  :  in  admitting  the  literal  fenfe  of  Scripture,  accord- 
ing to  tranflations;  in  the  inter j^retation  of  difficult  places, 
depending  t^n  the  ikSl  of  languages,  grammar,  and  cri- 
licirna,  upon  the  knowledge  of  human  arts  and  fciences, 
upon  hiftories  and  ancient  cuftoms :  in  fuch  cafes,  all  illi- 
terate pierfoas  (however  otherwife  diffident  and  difreg:ard- 
ftd  of  authority)  are  forced  to  fee  with  the  eyes  of  other 
men,  to  fubmit  their  judgment  to  the  (kill  and  fiddity  of 
th^  learned  guides,  taking  the  very  principles  and  foun- 
dations of  their  religion  upon  truft :  and  why  then  confo- 
nantly  may  they  tiot  do  it  in  other  cafes ;  efpecially  in 
die  refolution  of  difficult,  fublime,  obfcure,  and  fubtile 
points,  the  coiaiprebenfiOn  whereof  tranfdendeth  tlteir 
'a^Mcky  ? 


SERMON    LIX. 


OF  OBEDIENCE  TO  OUR  SPIRITUAL  GUIDES-^ 
AND  GOVERNORS- 


Heb.  xiii.  17. 
Oley  them  that  have  the  rtile  over  you. 

SERM.  But  farther, 

^  The  more  to  engage  and  incline  us  to  the  perfbitnlTig 

this  part  of  our  duty,  (the  regarding,  prizing,  confiding 
in  the  judgment  of  our  guides,)  we  may  confidcr  the 
great  advantages,  both  natural  and  fupematural,  which 
they  have  to  qualify  them  in  order  to  fuch  purpofes. 

I.  They  may  reafonably  be  prefumed  more  intelligent 
and  fkilful  in  divine  matters  than  others ;  for  as  they  have 
the  fame  natural  capacities  and  endowments  with  others, 
(or  rather  commonly  fomewhat  better  than  others,  as 
being  defigned  and  feleAed  to  this  fort  of  employment,) 
fo  their  natural  abiUties  are  by  all  poffible  means  im- 
proved: it  is  their  trade  and  faculty,  unto  which  their 
education  is  directed  3  in  acquiring  ability  toward  which 
they  fpend  their  time,  their  care,  their  pains ;  in  which 

Hcb.  T.  14.  they  are  continually  verfed  and  exercifed,  {havingy  as  the 
Apoftle  fpeaketh,  by  reafon  of  ufe  their  fenfes  exercifed  to 
difcern  both  good  and  evil;)  for  which  alfo  they  employ 
their  fupplications  and  devotions  to  God. 

Many  fpecial  advantages  they  hence  procure,  needful 
or  very  conducible  to  a  more  perfeft  knowledge  of  fuch 
matters,  and  to  fecurity  from  errors;  fuch  as  are  con- 
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verfing  with  ftudies^  which  enlarge  a  man's  mind)  and  SERM. 
improve  his  judgment;  a  (kill  of  difquifition  about  things ;  LIX. 
<rf  fifdng  and  canvafling  points  coming  under  debate ;  of 
weighing  the  force  of  arguments,  and  diilinguiihing  the 
colours  of  things  j  the  knowledge  of  languages,  in  which 
the  divine  oracles  are  expreffed ;  of  fciences,  of  hiftories, 
of  prances  ferving  to  the  difcovery  and  illuftration  of 
the  truth ;  exercife  in  meditation,  reading,  writing,  fpeak- 
ing,  difputing,  and  conference,  whereby  the  mind  is  greatly 
enlightened,  and  the  reafon  (Irengthened ;  acquaintance 
with  variety  of  learned  authors,  who  with  great  diligence 
have  expounded  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  with  moft  ac- 
curacy difcufled  points  of  doftrinej  efpecially  with  an- 
cient writers,  who,  living  near  the  apoflolical  times  and 
being  immediately  (or  within  few  degrees  mediately) 
their  difciples,  may  juftly  be  fuppofed  moft  helpful  to- 
ward informing  us  what  was  their  genuine  do£i:rine,  what 
the  true  fenfe  of  their  writings  :  by  fuch  means  as  in 
other  faculties,  fo  in  this  of  theology,  a  competent  (kill 
may  be  obtained ;  t|;iere  is  no  other  ordinary  or  probable 
way  5  and  no  extraordinary  way  can  be  trufted,  now  that 
men  appear  not  to  grow  learned  or  wife  by  fpecial  infpi- 
ration  or  miracle;  after  that  all  pretences  to  fuch  by-ways 
have  been  detefted  of  impoihire,  and  do  fmell  too  rank  of 
hypocrify. 

Since  then  our  guides  are  fo  advantageoufly  qualified 
to  direfi  us,  it  is  in  matters  difficult  and  doubtful  (the 
which  require  good  meafure  of  (kill  and  judgment  to  de- 
termine about  them)  moft  reafonable  that  we  (hould  rely 
upon  their  authority,  preferring  it  in  fuch  cafes  to  our 
private  difcretion;  taking  it  for  more  probable  that 
they  (hoidd  comprehend  the  truth  than  we  (unaflifted 
by  them,  and  judging  merely  by  our  own  glimmering 
light)  can  do ;  deeming  it  good  odds  on  the  (ide  of  their 
do£lrine  againft  our  opinion  or  conjefture. 

They  have  alfo  another  peculiar  advantage  toward 
judging  (incerely  of  things,  by  their  greater  retirement 
from  the  world  and  difengagement  from  fecular  interefts ; 
the  which  ordinarily  do  deprave  tlie  underftandings  and 
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SERM.  pervert  the  judgments  of  men,  difpofing  them  to  mecom- 
LIX.     modate  their  conceits  to  the  maxims  of  worldly  policy, 

«Tini.ii.4,^''  ^^  ^®  vulgar  apprehenfions  of  men,  many  of  whicfa 
are  falfe  and  bafe :  by  fuch  abftra£Uon  of  mind  from 
worldly  affairs,  together  with  faftening  thieir  meditation 
on  the  beft  things  (which  their  calling  neceflarily  doth 
put  them  upon)  more  than  is  ufual  to  other  men,  they 
commonly  get  principles  and  habits  of  fimplicity  and  in- 
tegrity, which  qualify  men  both  to  difcem  truth  better, 
and  more  faithfully  to  declare  it. 

Seeing  then  in  every  faculty  the  advice  of  the  fldlfol 
is  to  be  regarded,  and  is  ufually  relied  upon;   and  in 
other  affairs  of  greateft  importance  we  fcruple  not  to  pro- 
ceed fo;  feeing  we  coinmit  our  life  and  health  (which  are 
moft  precious  to  us)  to  the  phyfician,  obferving  his  JMne- 
fcriptions    commonly  without    any    reafon,    fdmetimes 
againft  our  own  fenfe ;  we  intruft  our  efbtte,  which  is  fo 
dear,  with  the  lawyer,  not  contefting  his  advice ;  W5e  put 
our  goods  and  fafety  into  the  hands  of  a  pilot,  fleeping 
fecurely  whilfl:  he  fteereth  us  as  he  thinketh  fit;  feeing 
in  many  fuch  occafions  of  common  life  we  advifedly  do  re- 
nounce or  wave  our  own  opinions,  abfolutely  yielding  to 
the  direftion  of  others,  taking  their  authority  for  a  better 
argument  or  ground  of  aftion  than  any  which  our  con- 
ceit or  a  bare  confideration  of  the  matter  can  fuggefl  to 
us ;  admitting  this  maxim  for  good,  that  it  is  a  more  ad- 
vilable  and  fafe  courfe  in  matters  of  confequence  to  fol- 
low the  judgment  of  wifer  men  than  to  adhere  to  our 
own  apprehenfions*:  feeing  it  is  not  wifdom  (as  ^very 
man  thinks)  in  a  doubtful  cafe  to  aft  upon  difadvantaoe 
or  to  venture  upon  odds  againft  himfelf,  and  it  is  plainly 
doing  thus  to  aft  upon  our  own  opinion  againft  the  judff- 
ment  of  thofe  who  are  more  improved  in  the  way    or 
better  flndied  in  the  point  than  ourfelves ;  feeing  in  other 


*^»m*M  inrtttniieii  ^ii^9*r»i,     Xen.  Pad,  \,  *  ^ 


if^^tu^M  i^tMiiieii  Wt^9*rat,     Xen,  Pad. 
fiiXrt»9,    Ariftonjmus  apud  Stob,  torn.  ii.  tit,  d 


•E»  fUf  ry  a-Am  Tti^if^tulu^  T^  MvCi^fV'Ti^  U  5i  ry  |?,  r^  X^yi^t^!^^  lufof^tf^ 
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cafes  thefe  are  the  common  approved  apprehenfions  and  SERM* 
praftices  5  and  feeing  in  this  cafe  there  is  plainly  the  fame  I'^X. 
reafon^  for  that  there  are  difficulties  and  intricacies  in  this 
nolefs  than  in  other  faculties^  which  need  good  (kill  to 
refolve  them;  for  that  in  thefe  matters  we  may  eafily 
flip,  and  by  error  may  incur  huge  danger  and  damage : 
why  then  fliould  we  not  here  take  the  feme  courfe,  fol* 
lowing  (when  no  other  clearer  lights  or  prevalent  reafon 
occurreth)  the  condu6l  and  advice  of  our  more  (kilfiil 
guides  ?  efpecially  confidering,  that,  befide  ordinaiy,  na- 
tural, and  acquired  advantages,  they  have  other  fuper-^ 
natural  both  obligations  to  the  well  difcharging  this 
duty,  and  affiftances  toward  it :  For, 

a.  We  may  confider,  that  they  are  by  God  appointed 
and  empowered  to  inftruft  and  guide  us :  it  is  their  fpecial 
office,  not  aflumed  by  themfelves,  or  conftituted  by  hu- 
man prudence,  but  ordained  and  fettled  by  divine  wifdom 
for  our  edification  in  knowledge,  and  diredlion  in  prac- 
tice^: they  are  God's  meffengers,  purpofely  fent  by  him, 
fele&ed  &nd  feparaied  by  his  inftinft /or  this  work  :  they  Rom.  x.  15. 
are  by  him  given  for  the  perfeSiing  of  ihefainiSt  and  edi-  g^**"*  *' 
fying  the  body  of  Chrift:  it  is  by  God's  warrant,  and  in  la. 
his  name  that  they  fpeak  j  which  giveth  efpecial  weight  t-o\^^'*^ 
their  words,  and  no  mean  ground  of  aifurance  to  us  in  re- 1  Tim.  l. 
lying  upon  them :  for  who  is  more  likely  to  know  God's  Tit. V  a! 
mind  and  will,  who  may  be  prefumed  more  faithful  in  ^  "^^^^  **• 
declaring  them,  than   God's  own  officers  and  agents? 
thofe  whofe  great  duty,  whofe  main  concernment  it  is  to 
fpeak  not  their  own  fenfe,  but  the  word  of  God  ?    They 
Me  God's  mouth,  by  whom  alone  ordinarily  he  exprefleth 
his  mind  and  pleafure  j  by  whom  he  entreateih  us  to  be  2  Cor.  v. 
reconciled  in  heart  and  praSice  to  him:  what  they  fay^^* 
therefore  is  to  be  received  as  God's  word,  except  plain 
reafon  upon  due  examination  do  forbid. 

If  they  by  office  are  teachers,  or  matters  in  doftrine, 
then  we  anfwerably  muft  in  obligation  be  diiciples,  which  . 

b  Jcr.  iii.  15.  I  will  give  you  paftors  according  to  mine  heart,  which  (hall 
XOow^fhkBowledgQandtinderilaiiding.    Cfpr,Bp,ii*: 
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ISERM.  implies  admitting  their  doftrine  and  proficiency  in  know- 

I^^X.     ledge  thereby:  if  they  are  appointed  (hepherds,  then  muft 

we  be  their  fheep,  to  be  led  and  fed  by  them;  if  they 

are  God's  meffengers,  we  muft  yield  fome  credence^  and 

embrace  the  meflage  uttered  by  them ;  fo  the  Prophet 

Mai.  ii.  7-  telleth  us :  The  prieft's  lips  Jhould  keep  knowledge^  anC 
they  Jkould  feek  the  law  at  his  mouthy  for  he  is  the  mef- — 
fenger  of  the  Lord  of  hqfts :  fo  the  Law  of  old  enjoined  5 

Dcut.  xvii.  — According  to  the  fentence  of  the  law  which  they  JhalX 

**"  teach  thee^  and  according  to  the  judgment  which  theyjkal£ 

tell  theCf  thoujhalt  do  ;  thoujhalt  not  decline  from  the  fen  — 
tence  which  they  Jhall  Jhew  thee,  to  the  right  hand  nor  to 
the  left :  fo  our  Lord  alfo,  in  regard  to  the  Scribes  and 

Matt,  xxiii.  Pharifees,  faith^  The  Scribes  and  Pharifees  ft  in  Mofes*s 

^»^*  chair:  all  therefore  whatfoever  they  bid  you  olferve^  that 

obferve  and  do ;  upon  account  of  their  office,  whatever 

(Ezck.       they  direft  to  (not  repugnant  to  the  divine  law)  was  to 

xxxiv.  16.)  b^  obferved  by  the  people ;  and  furely  in  doubtftil  cafes, 
when  upon  competent  inquiry  no  clear  light  offereth  itfelf, 
it  cannot  be  very  dangerous  to  follow  their  guidance 
whom  God  hath  appointed  and  authorized  to  lead  us ;  if 
we  err  doing  fo,  we  err  wifely  in  the  way  of  our  duty, 
and  fo  no  great  blame  will  attend  our  error. 

3.  We  may  confider  that  our  guides  as  fuch  have  fpe- 
cial  affiftance  from  God  5  to  every  vocation  God's  aid  is 
congruoufly  afforded;  but  to  this  (the  principal  of  all 
others,  the  moft  important,  moft  nearly  related  to  God, 
and  moft  peculiarly  tending  to  his  fervice)  it  is  in  a  Ipe- 
cial  manner  moft  afluredly  and  plentifully  imparted. 

iPct.  iv.  They  are  Jlewards  of  God's  various  grace;  and  they 
who  difpenfe  grace  to  others  cannot  want  it  themfelves : 

1  Cor.  iii.  9.  they  are  cooperators  with  God,  and  God  confequently 
doth  cooperate  with  them;  it  is  God  who  doth  ixovoGy, 

!i  Cor.  iii.  5.  render  themfufficient  to  be  minijiers  of  the  New  Te/lament; 

iPct.lv.  n.^"^^  they  minifier  of  the  ability  which  Godfupplietk;  every 

1  Cor.  XV.  fpiritual  labourer  is  obliged  to  fay  with  St.  Paul,  By  the 
grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am — /  have  laboured,  yet  not  I, 
but  the  grace  of  God,  which  was  with  me. 

Eph.iv.  11,     God's  having  given  them,  as  St,  Paul  faith,  to  the 
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Church,  doth  imply  that  God  hath  endowed  them  with  SERM. 
fpecial  ability,  and  fiirthereth  them  (in  their  confcionable    LIX. 
£fcharge  of  their  miniftry)  with  aid  requifite  to  the  dq-  ^  co,^  ^^^ 
figns  of  perfeding  the  faints^  and  edifying  the  body  in  ^s. 
knowledge,  in  virtue,  in  piety. 

As  the  Holy  Ghoft  doth  conftitute  them  in  their  charge, 
(according  to  that  of  St.  Paul  in  the  Afts,  Take  heedABszx.^%. 
unto  yourfelvesy  and  to  all  the  flock^  over  which  the  Holy 
Ghofi  hath  made  you  overfeers,)  fo  queftionlefs  he  doth 
enable  and  affift  them  in  adminiftering  their  function. 
There  is  a  gift  (of  fpiritual  ability  and  divine  fuccour)  1  Tim.  it. 
imparted  by  their  confecration  to  this  office,  with   'Ae**^.^^.  ^ 
laying  on  the  hands  of  the  prq/bytery^  joined  with  hum- 
ble fupplications  for  them,  and  folemn  benedi^ons  in 
God's  name  upon  them.     The  divine  Spirit,  which  dj/?n- 
luteth,  as  he  feet h  goodj  unto  every  member  of  the  Church 
needful  fupplies  of  grace,  doth  lejiow  on  them  in  com- 1  cor.  xir. 
petent  meafure  the  word  of  tvifdom  and  the  word  of  know- ^  ^^ 
ledge  requifite  for  their  employment.  Rom.  xii. 

God  of  old  did  in  extraordinary  ways  vifibly  commu-  **  ^' 
nicate  his  Spirit  unto  his  prophets  and  agents  ;  the  fame 
he  did  liberally  pour  out  upon  the  Apoftles,   and  firft 
planters  of  the  Gofpel ;  the  fame  queftionlefs  he  hath  not 
withdrawn  from  thofe,  who  under  the  evangelical  dif- 
penfation  (which  is  peculiarly  the  mtniftration  of  the  Spirit,  3  Cor.  Hi.  tw 
unto  which  the  aid  of  God's  Spirit  is  moft  proper  and 
moft  needful)   do  ftill  by  a  fettled  miniftry  fupply  the 
room  of  thofe  extraordinary  miniftersj  but  imparteth  it 
to  them  in  a  way  although  more  ordinary  and  occult, 
yet  no  lefs  real  and  effe^ual,  according  to  proportions 
anfwerable  to  the  exigencies  of  need  and  occafion  j  and 
by  the  influence  hereof  upon  the  paftors  of  his  Church  it 
is,  that  our  Lord  accompliflieth  his  promife  to  be  with  it  Matt. 
until  the  end  of  the  world.  "''"'•  '*• 

Clavisfcientice,  the  key  of  knowledge  fpiritual,  is  one  of  Luke  xi, 
thofe  keys  which  he  hath  given  to  them,  whereby  they  *^' 
are  enabled  to  open  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Great  reafon  therefore  we  have  to  place  an  efpecial  con- 
fidence in  their  dire^on ;  for  whom  can  we  more<  fafely 
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SERM.  follow  than  thofe  whom  (upon  fuch  grounds  of  divine.  < 
LI  X.  clarations  and  proniifes)  we  may  hope  that  God  doth  giiide;^ 
fp  that  confequently  in  following  them  we  do  in  efieA^ 
follow  God  himfelf  ?  He  that  heareih  you  heareth  me^  mighUI 
be  faid^  not  only  becaufe  of  their  relation  unto  Chrift;  but^ 
becaufe  their  word  proceedeth  from  his  infpiration,  beings 
no  other  than  his  mind  conveyed  through  their  mouth. 

4.  We  may  alfo  for  our  encouragement  to  confide  in 
our  guides  confider,  that  they  are  themfelves  deeply  con- 
cerned in  our  being  rightly  guided ;  their  prefent  com* 
forti  their  falvation  hereafter  depending  upon  the  faithful 
and  careful  difcharge  of  their  duty  herein :  they  mult 
render  an  account  for  it;  fo  that  if  by  their  wilful  or 
negligent  niifcarriage  we  do  fall  into  dangerous  error  or 
fin^  they  do  thence  not  only  forfeit  rich  and  glorious  re- 
wards, (alligned  to  thofe  who  turn  many  unto  righieauf^ 
fiejs,)  but  incur  woful  punifhment ;  this  doth  afliire  their 
integrity,  and  render  our  confidence  in  them  very  reafon- 
able :  for  as  \N'e  may  fafely  truft  a  pilot  who  hath  no 
lefs  intereU  than  ourfelves  in  the  fafe  conveyance  of  the 
veflel  to  port ;  (o  may  we  reafonably  confide  in  their  ad-* 
vice  whole  lalvation  is  adventured  with  ours  in  the  fame 
bottom,  or  rather  is  wrapped  up  and  carried  in  ours:  it 
is  not  probable  they  ^^  ill  (at  leall  defignedly)  mifguide  ut 

Kxek.  iii.  *^^  their  own  extreme  damage,  to  their  utter  ruin:  if  they 
do  not  nam  the  u  icktHl  fnwi  his  wicked  way j  to  fave  his 
lij\\  iiod  hath  I'aiJ  that  he  uill  require  his  Hood  at  their 
hands ;  and  is  it  likely  they  wittingly  (hould  run  fuch  a 
haxard.  that  they  llunild  purpofely  caft  away  the  fouls 
lor  which  tlioy  are  To  certainly  accoimtabie  ?  it  is  our 
Apotile's  cutorcemcni  of  the  precept  in  our  text ;  Obey 
thefn  thot  oi,i(fe  i/o»  :  fcr  t/uy  watch  for  your  fouls  as 
they  ihiit  vjuii  ghc  an  occcunt :  which  argumentation  it 
r,oi  only  sxroundcd  upon  the  obligations  of  ingenuity  and 
gratitude,  but  alto  ujhmi  confide  rations  of  difcretion  and 
interetis :  we  tluniKl  olx'y  our  guides  in  equity  and  ho- 
luMty  :  we  may  do  it  advil'cilly.  Ixvaufe  they,  m  regard  to 
their  own  accoiuus  at  ilie  lAwl  judgment,  are  obliged  to 
Ih"  CArcful  for  the  in^vxl  of  our  forJs. 
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Upon  thefe  confiderations^  it  is  plainly  reafonable  to  SEftM^ 
:Kollow  our  guides  in  all  matters  wherein  we  have  no    WX. 
^>ther  very  clear  and  certain  light  of  reafon  or  revelation""*" 
^€>  conduS:  us :  the  doing  fo  is  indeed  (which  is  farther 
oVfervable)  not  only  wife  in  itfelf,  but  fafe  in  way  of  pre* 
v^^ntion^  that  we  be  not  feduced  by  other  treacherous 
guides;  it  will  not  only  fecure  us  from  our  own  weak 
judgments^  but  from  the  frauds  of  thofe  who  lie  in  wait Eph,  it,  i4. 
to  deceive.    The  fimpler  fort  of  men  will  in  effeA  be  al** 
-vrays  led,  not  by  their  own  judgment,  but  by  the  autho- 
rity of  others  ;  and  if  they  be  not  fairly  guided  by  thofe 
■virhom  God  hath  conftituted  and  afHgned  to  that  end, 
they  will  be  led  by  the  nofe  by  thofe  who  are  concerned 
to  feduce  them  :  fo  reafon  diSateth  that  it  muft  be,  fd 
experience  flieweth  it  ever  to  have  been ;  that  the  people, 
whenever  they  have  deferted  their  true  guides,  have  foon 
been  hurried  by  impoftors  into  moft  dangerous  errors  and 
extravagant  follies^  being  carried  about  with  divers  andHcb^xui. 
fisrange  do&rines  i  being  like  children,  ioffed  to  a«d  yrOEph.iv.14. 
with  every  wind  of  do&rine^ 

It  is  therefore  a  great  advantage  to  us,  and  a  great 
mercy  of  God,  that  there  are  (by  God's  care)  provided 
for  us  fuch  helps,  upon  which  we  may  commonly  for  ouir 
guidance  in  the  way  to  happinefs  more  fafely  rely,  than 
upon  our  ovm  judgments,  liable  to  miftake,  and  than  upon 
the  counfel  of  others,  who  may  be  interefted  to  abufe 
us ;  very  foolifli  and  very  ingrateful  we  are,  if  we  do  not 
highly  prize,  if  we  do  not  willingly  embrace  this  advan-* 
tage. 

I  farther  add,  that  as  wifdom  may  induce,  fo  modefty 
and  humility  (hould  difpofe  us  to  follow  the  direction  of 
our  guides :  Ye  younger ^  faith  St.  PetGVyfubmit  yourf elves  1  Pet.  v.  5, 
UHta  the  elder,  (that  is,  ye  inferiors  to  your  fuperiors,  ye 
that  are  the  flock  to  your  pallors,)  and,  fubjoineth  he  im^- 
otediately,  be  clothed  with  humility  ;  fignifying,  that  it  is 
a  point  of  humility  to  yield  that  fubmiffion;  every  mpdeft 
and  humble  perfon  is  apt  to  diftruft  his  ovtm,  and  to  fub- 
xnit  to  better  judgments  \  and.  Not  to  lean  to  our  under-  Prov.  m  5, 
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Sl&KM.Jlandingt  not  to  be  wife  in  our  own  eyesj  not  to  feem  /oe= 
^'^-     know  any  things  not  to  feem  any  body  to  onefelf,  in  A«mi^— 
Rom.  xii.    Hty  to  prefer  others  before  ourfelves^  are  divine  injundions^^M 
^^•.       chiefly  applicable  to  this  cafe,  in  reference  to  our  fpiritualS 
rhil.  ii.  a.  guides ;  for  if  it  be  pride  or  culpable  immodefty  to  pre- 
1     r.  viiu  (jjjjjjg  ourfelves  -^Akx  than  any  man,  what  is  it  then  tc^ 
1  Tim.  vi.  prefer  ourfelves  in  that  refpeft  before  our  teachers ;  as  in- 
deed we  do,  when  without  evident  reafon  we  cGfregard, 
or  diflent  from  their  opinion? 

It  is  then  a  duty  very  reafonable,  and  a  very  commend- 
able praAice,  to  rely  upon  the  guidance  of  our  paftors  in 
fuch  cafes,  wherein  furer  direction  faileth,  and  we  cannot 
otherwife  fully  fatisfy  ourfelves. 

Neither  in  doing  (o  (agsdnft  fome  appearances  of  rea- 
fon, or  with  fome  violence  to  our  private  conceits)  do  we 
aft  againft  our  confcience,  but  rather  truly  according  to 
it ;  for  confcience  (as  the  word  in  this  cafe  is  ufed)  is  no- 
thing elfe  but  an  opinion  in  practical  matters,  grounded 
upon  the  beft  reafon  we  can  difcem :  if  therefore  in  any 
cafe  the  authority  of  our  guides  be  a  reafon  outweighing 
all  other  reafons  apparent,  he  that  in  fuch  a  cafe,  not- 
withftanding  other  arguments  lefs  forcible,  doth  conform 
his  judgment  and  praAice  thereto,  therein  exaftly  fol- 
loweth  confcience;  yea,  in  doing  otherwife,  he  would, 
thwart  and  violence  his  own  confcience,  and  be  felf-con- 
demned,  adhering  to  a  lefs  probable  reafon  in  oppolition 
to  one  more  probable. 

I  do  not  hereby  mean  tb  aflert,  that  we  are  obliged  in- 
differently (with  an  implicit  faith,  or  blind  obedience)  to 
believe  all  that  our  teachers  fay,  or  to  praftife  all  they 
bid  us :  for  they  are  men,  and  therefore  fubjeft  to  error 
and  fin ;  they  may  negleft  or  abufe  the  advantages  they 
have  of  knowing  better  than  others;  they  may  fome- 
times,  by  infirmity,  by  negligence,  by  pravity,  fail  in  per- 
forming faithfully  their  duty  toward  us;  they  may  be 
fwayed  by  temper,  be  led  by  paflGon,  be  corrupted  by 
ambition  or  avarice,  fo  as  thence  to  embrace  and  vent 
bad  doftrines :  we  do  fee  our  paftors  often  diffenting  and 
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<^la{hing  among  themfelves^  fometimes  with  themfelves,  6ERM. 
lb  as  to  change  and  retraft  their  own  opinions  <^.;  UX, 

We  find  the  prophets  of  old  compldning  of  priefts,  of 
paftors,  of  elders  and  prophets,  who  handled  the  lawy  yet  (Jer.  ii.  s.) 
Tvere  ignorant  of  God;  who  erred  in  vifiony  aridjiumbled^^^'  "^"** 
in  judgment;  who  were  profane,  Irutijhy  light,  and  treach-^ct.  x.  ai. 
erous  perfons;  who  polluted  thefan&uary,  and  did  violence^^^^  j^^ui, 
to  the  laW)  arid  profaned  holy  things;  who  handled  Me  J'* 
law,  yet  knew  not  God;  from  whom  the  law  and  couTtfelis/v.Bu 
did  peri/h  ;  who  taught  for  hire,  and  divined  for  money  ;  ^  ^^-L 
who  thernfelves  departed  out  of  the  way,  and  caufed  many  Ezek.  zxU. 
io  Jiumlle,  and  corrupted  the  covenant  of  Levi  5  wlio  de*  ^^j  .^  ^ 
firoyed  andfcattered  thefheep  of  God's  pajiure.  .  Ezek.  vii. 

There  were  in  our  Saviour's  time  guides,  ^of  Me  ^er- mic.  iii.  11- 
ment  of  whofe  doSirine  good  people  were  bid  to  i6M/are;J*^^' "•.?.»  ^* 
who  trajfgrejfed  and  defeated  the  commandment  of  God  n.xii,  10. 
ly  their  traditions;  who  did  take  away  the  key  of  iwoz^- * ^^"* *^** 
ledge,  fo  that  they  would  not  enter  thernfelves  into  MeLukexii.  1- 
kingdom  of  heaven,  nor  would  fuffer  others  to  enter;  llind^  g/ 
guides,  who  both  themfelves  did  fall,  and  drew  others  Luke xi. 52. 
mto  the  ditch  of  noxious  error  and  wicked  prafliice:  the  14. 
followers  of  which  guides  did  in  vain  worjhip  God,  oh-  Matuxv.  9. 
Serving  for  doSirine  the  precepts  of  men. 
.    There  have  not  fince  the  primitive  times  of  the  Gofpel 
wanted  thofe  who  (indulging  to  ambition,  avarice,  curi- 
ofity,  faction,  and  other  bad  affe<9ions)  have  depraved  and 
debafed  religion  with  noxious  errors  and  idle  fuperfti- 
tions ;  fuch  as  St.  Bernard  defcribeth,  &c.         •  Vid.  Apol. 

We  are,  in  matters  of  fuch  infinite  concernment  to  our  ^^ '  ^' 
eternal  welfare,  in  wifdom  and  duty  obliged  not  wholly 
without  farther  heed  or  care  to  truft  the  diligence  and  in- 
tegrity of  others,  but  to  confider  and  look  about  us,  ufing 
our  own  reafon,  judgment,  and  difcretion,  fo  far  as  we 
are  capable  j  we  cannot  in  fuch  a  cafe  be  blamed  for  too 
much  circumfpedion  and  caution. 

We  are  not  wholly  blind,  not  void  of  reafon,  not  defti- 


c  If.  ill.  13.  O  my  people,  they  which  lead  thee  caufe  thee  to  err,  and  de- 
ftfoy  the  way  of  ihy  paths. 

Ma. 
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SERH.  tute  of  fit  helps ;  in  many  cafes  we  have  competent  abi — 

LIX.    lity  to  judge,  and  means  fufficient  to  attain  knowled^^ 

we  are  therefore  concerned  to  ufe  our  eyes,  to  employ 

our  reafon,  to  embrace  and  improve  the  advantages  voaxlk — 

lafedus. 

We  are  accountable  perfonally  for  all  our  a^ons^  as 
agreeable  or  crofs  to  reafon ;  if  we  are  miftaken  by  oiir 
own  default,  or  milled  by  the  ill  guidance  of  others,  we 

Ssek.iU.i6.iha]l  however  deeply  fufier  for  it,  and  die  in  our  iniquily  ; 
the  ignorance  or  error  of  our  guides  will  not  wholly  ex- 
cufe  us  from  guilt,  or  exempt  us  from  punifhment ;  it  is 
fit  therefore  that  we  (hould  be  allowed,  as  to  the  fum  of 
the  matter,  to  judge  and  choofe  for  ourfelves :  for  if  our 
falvation  were  wholly  placed  in  the  hands  of  others,  fo 
that  we  cotdd  not  but  in  cafe  of  their  error  or  d<^ult 
mifcarry,  our  ruin  would  be  inevitable,  and  confequendy 
not  juft:  we  ihould  periih  without  blame,  if  we  were 
bound,  as  a  blind  and  brutiih  herd,  to  follow  others* 

We,  in  order  to  our  practice,  (which  muft  be  regulated 
by  faith  and  knowledge,)  and  toward  preparing  ourfeJves 
foar  our  grand  account,  are  obliged  to  get  a  knowledge 

Rom. xH. 9. and  perfuafion  conceming  our  duty;  to  prove  (or  fearch 

^  *  '    '  and  examine)  what  is  that  goody  and  acceptable^  and  per- 

fe6t  will  of  God ;  for  ignorance,  if  anywife  by  our  endea- 

Luke  xii.    vour  vinciblc,  will  not  fecure  us :  He  that,  faith  our  Lord 

*^*  and  Judge,  knew  not,  and  did  commit  things  worthy  of 

Jiripes,  Jhall  he  beaten  with  few  ftripes ;    (few ;   not  in 

themfelvcs,  but  comparatively  to  thofe  which  fliall  be 

infli£ted  on  them  who  tranfgrefs  againft  knowledge  and 

confcience.) 

We  are  bound  to  ftudy  truth,  to  improve  our  minds  in 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  it,  to  be  firmly  perfuaded  of 
it  in  a  rational  way ;  fo  that  we  be  not  eafily  fliaken,  or 
fedufeced  from  it. 

The  Apoftles  do  charge  it  upon  us  as  our  duty  and 

*  Cor.  vui.  xjoacemment,   that  we  abound  in  faith  and  knowledge ; 

Col.  ii.  7.    that  we  be  rooted  and  built  up  in  Chrift,  and  fiablifhed  in 

58.  ^^^'    the  faithyfo  as  to  be  fiedfqft,  and  unmovable,  not  to  be 

aTheff.il.  jf^Qfij/iaken  in  mindy  or  troubled^  to  grow  up  and  increqfe 

s. 

Col.  i.  10.    a  Pet.iii.  18.  ii.  a.    Eph.  iv.  15, 
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in  all  divine  knowledge;  that  the^word  of  GodJhouHduueU  SEABf. 
richlyi  in  us  in  all  wifiiom;  that  we  ihould  bejilled  with    ^^X. 
aU  knowledgeyfo  as  to  he  ahle  to  teach  and  adm&n^  off^Cql.  Ui.  i.<k 
another;  that  our  love  Jhould  abound  more  ftnd  more  ia^^**^-^^ 
knowledge  and  all  judgment,  that  we  may  approve  things  Phji  k  %, 
.  excellent y  (or  fcan  thinjgs  diflferent;)  that  we  ie  omcArf  J®^,  •  5 
in  all  the  word,  (that  is,  in  all  the  doftrine  of  theGofpel,) 
md  in  all  knowledge ;  that  we  bejilled  in  the  knowledge Col.'u  9, 
of  God's  will  in  all  wifdom  and  Jpiritual  under/ianding ; 
that  we  fhould  not  be  unwifef  but  under/landing  what  fA^  Eph.v,  17. 
will  of  the  Lord  is ;  that  we  fhould  be  perfeB  and  complete  Col.  iv.  12. 
in  all  the  will  of  God,  (that  is>  firft  in  the  knowledge  of 
it,  then  in  compliance  with  it ;)  that  in  under/ianding  we  1  Cor.  xiv* 
fiould  not  be  children,  but  perfeSt  men,  Hcb.  ▼.  xa. 

We  are  likewife  by  them  conmianded  to  take  heed  of^^^^  ^ 
falfe prophets ;  to  try  thefpirits  whether  they  are  of  God ;^^'     . 
Uyfee  thai  no  man  deceive  us;  to  look  that  no  manfpoil  us  Matt,  xxi^l 
by  vain  deceit;  to  try  all  things,  and  hold  fajl  that  which^  ,  ^  ^ 
is  good ;   which  precepts  imply,  that  we  fhould  be  fur-  Col.  ii.  8, 
nifhed  with  a  good  faculty  of  jvidgment,  and  competent  J^iJ^jj^g*,^^ 
knowledge  in  the  principal  matters  of  Chriftian  doftrine,  21. 
concerning  both  the  myfleries  of  faith  and  rules  of  prac- 
tice.    Our  Lord  himfelf  and  his  ApofUes  did  not  upon 
other  terms  than  of  rational  confideration  and  difcuffion^ 
exa£t  credit  and  obedience  to  their  words ;  they  did  pot 
infifl  barely  upon  their  own  authority,  but  exhorted  their 
difciples  to  examine  ftriftly,  and  judge  faithfully  concern- 
ing the  truth  and  reafonablenefs  of  their  doArine  :  Search  John  v.  39. 
the  Scriptures,  for  they  teftify  of  me;  If  I  do  not  the  works  John  x.87, 
of  my  Father,  believe  me  not;  but  if  I  do,  though  ye  believe^^^  xu.  43! 
not  me,  believe  the  works :  fo  our  Lord  appealed  to  their 
reafon,  proceeding  upon  grounds  of  Scripture  and  com* 
mon  fenfe :  and,  Ifpeak  as  to  wife  men,  judge  ye  whai  Ii  Cor.  x. 
fay ;  fo  St.  Paul  addreflfed  his  difcourfe  to  his  difciples;"' 
otherwife  we  fhould  be  uncapable  to  obferve  them. 

We  are  alfo  bound  to  defer  the  principal  regard:  to 
God's  wifdcwn  and  will,  fo  as,  without  refervadon  or  ex- 
ception, to  emlwface  whatever  he  dQth  fay>  to  obey  what 
he  ppfitively  dotih  ccHnaiandj,  whatever  authority  doth 
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SERM.  contradift  his  word,  or  crofs  his  command :  in  fuch  cafes 
LIX.  we  may  remonftrate  with  the  Apoftles,  If  it  bejti/i  before 
Afts  iv.  19.  God  to  hearken  unto  you  rather  than  unto  God,  judge  ye; 
ABs  V.  39.  and,  JVe  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men :  we  may  de- 
Gal,  i.  8.    nounce  with  St.  Paul ;   If  an  angel  from  heaven  preach 

any  other  go/pel^  let  him  be  accurfed, 
Romt  xiT.       We  are  obliged  always  to  aft  with  faith,  (that  is,  with_a 
a  perfuafion  concerning  the  lawfulnefs  of  what  we  do  ;)C 
Rom.  xiv.  for,  whatever  is  not  of  faith^  is  fin :  we  (hould  never  con — 
■  demn  ourfelves  in  what  we  try  or  embrace. 

Thefe  things  confidered,  we  may,  and  it  much  behov — 
eth  us,  referving  due  refpeft  to  our  guides,  with  hiunilit^— 
and  modefty  to  weigh  and  fcan  their  diftates  and  thei^ 

orders ;  left  by  them  unawares  we  be  drawn  into  error  < 

A6texFu.    fin;   like  the  ingenuous  Bereans,  who  did  amxpiv&v  tc=^ 
**•  r/pafagyfearch  and  examine  the  Scriptures,  if  thofe  thinf      - 

^i^s.la^-werefo.     Our  guides  are  but  the  helpers,  they  are  n^c: 
lords  of  our  faith ;  the  Apoftles  themfelves  were  not. 

We  may,  and  are  bound,  if  they  tell  us  things  evident^.  Jj 
repugnant  to  God's  word,  or  to  found  reafon  and  cor^wi- 
mon  fenfe,  to  diflent  from  them ;  if  they  impofe  on    tjs 
If.  viii.  20.  things  evidently  contrary  to  God's  law,  to  forbear  corT7- 
niens  Do-  P^^^^^^  ^^^^  them ;  we  may  in  fuch  cafes  appeal  ad  legem 
minutn  fe-  et  tejiimonium  ;  we  muft  not  admit  a  non  oljiante  to  God's 

debet  a  pec- **^' 

catorc  pra-     If  other  arguments,  weighed  in  the  balance  of  honefl: 

cjpr!  and  impartial  reafon,  with  cautious  and  induftrious  confi- 
deration,  do  overpoife  the  authority  of  our  guides ;  let  us 
in  God's  name  adhere  to  them,  and  follow  our  own  judg- 
ments ;  it  would  be  a  violation  of  our  confcience,  a  pre- 
varication toward  our  own  fouls,  and  a  rebellion  againft 
God  to  do  otherwife :  when  againft  our  own  mind,  fo 
carefully  informed,  we  follow  tlie  diftates  of  others,  we 
like  fools  raftily  adventure  and  proftitute  our  fouls. 

This  proceeding  is  nowife  inconfiftent  with  what  we 
delivered  before ;  for  this  due  warinefs  in  examining,  this 
refervation  in  aflfenting,  this  exception  in  praftice,  in  fome 
cafes,  wherein  the  matter  hath  evidence,  and  we  a  faculty 
to  judge,  doth  nowife  hinder  but  that  we  fliould  defer 
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much  i^gard  to  the  judgment  of  our  guides;   that  we  SERM. 
(hould  in  thofe  ceifes,  wherein  no  light  difcovereth  itfelf    I^^X. 
outfhining  their  authority,  rely  upon  it;  that  where  our 
eyes  will  not  ferve  clearly  to  dire£l  us,  we  fhould  ufe 
theirs ;  where  our  reafon  faileth  to  fatisfy  us,  we  ihould 
acquiefce  in  theirs ;   that  we  fliould  regard  their  judg-    ' 
ments  fo  far,  that  no  petty  fcniple  emerging,  no  faint 
femblance  of  reafon  fhould  prevail  upon  us  to  diflent  froni 
their  do6trine,  to  rejeft  their  advice,  to  difobey  their  in- 
jun£tions. 

In  fine,  let  us  remember,  that  the  mouth  of  truth, 
which  bid  us  to  beware  of  the  bad  doSirine  of  thofe  who  Matt  xr. 
fat  in  Mofes*s  chair y  did  alfo  charge  us  to  ohferve  all  they  ^^'  ""'•*• 
tmght  and  enjoined;  that  is,  all  not  certainly  repugnant 
to  the  divine  law.  In  effeft,  if  we  difcoft  from  the  advices 
of  our  fober  teachers,  appointed  for  us  by  God,  we  (hall 
in  the  end  have  occafion  to  bewail  with  him  in  the  Pro- 
verbs :  How  have  I  hated  tnftruSiion,  and  my  heart  defpifedpmv.  v.  11, 
reproof;  and  have  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  my  teachers^  nor  *®' 
inclined  mine  ear  to  them  that  inJiruSied  me ! 

To  thefe  things  I  (hall  only  add  one  nJe,  which  we 
may  well  fuppofe  comprifed  in  the  grecept  we  treat  upon; 
which  is,  that  at  leaft  we  forbear  openly  to  diffent  from 
our  guides,  or  to  contradift  their  doftrine ;  except  only, 
if  it  be  not  fo  falfe  (which  never,  or  rarely  can  happen 
among  us)  as  to  fubvert  the  foundations  of  faith,  or  prac- 
tice of  holinefs.    If  we  cannot  be  internally  convinced  by 
their  difcourfes,  if  their  authority  cannot  fway  with  us 
agdnft  the  prevalence  of  other  reafons,  yet  may  we  fpare 
outwardly  to  oppofe  them,  or  to  flight  their  judgment ; 
for  doing  thus  doth  tend,  as  to  the  difgrace  of  their  per- 
fons,  fo  to  the  difparagement  of  their  office,  to  an  ob- 
ftru£ting  the  efficacy  of  their  miniftry,  to  the  infringe- 
ment of  order  and  peace  in  the  Church :  for  when  the 
,  inconfiderate  people  (hall  fee  their  teachers  diftrufted  and 
difirefpefted ;  when  they  perceive  their  do6lrine  may  be 
challenged  and  oppofed  by  plaufible  difcourfes ;  then  will 
they  hardly  truft  them,  or  comply  with  them  in  matters 
moft  certain  and  neceflary ;  than  which  difpofition  in  the 
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SBRM.  people  there  cannot  happen  any  thing  more  prejui^bcnal  oi 
LIX.    baneful  to  the  Church, 

But  let  thus  much  ferve  for  the  obedience  due  to  tb 
doctrine  of  our  guides ;  let  us  confider  thst  which  wi 
owe  to  them  in  reference  to  their  converfation  and  praix 
tice. 

The  following  their  practice  may  well  be  referred  ^ 
this  precept ;  for  that  their  pra6Hce  is  a  kind  of  living 
do£trine,  a  vifible  law^  or  rule  of  a£tion  \  and  becaufe  in 
deed  the  notion  of  a  guide  primarily  doth  imply  example 
that  he  which  is  guided  fhould  refpe£i;  the  guide  as  a  pre- 
cedent^ being  concerned  to  walk  after  his  footfteps.  ^ 
Moft  of  the  reafons,  which  urge  deference  to  their 
judgment  in  teaching,  do  in  proportion  infer  obligatkn 
to  follow  their  example ;  (which  indeed  is  the  moft  eafy 
and  clear  way  of  inftru£tion  to  vulgar  capacity ;  carrying 
with  it  alfo  moft  efficacious  encouragement  and  excite- 
ment to  praftice :)  they  are  obliged,  and  it  is  expcfited 
from  them,  to  live  with  efpecial  regularity,  circumfpe£lion> 
and  ftriftnefs  of  converfation  5  they  are  by  God's  grace 
efpecially  difpofed  and  enabled  to  do  fo ;  and  many  com- 
mon advantages  they  have  of  doing  fo ;  (a  more  perfefi^ 
knowledge  of  things,  firmnefs  of  principles,  and  clearaeft 
of  notions ;  a  deeper  tinfture,  and  more  favoury  relxA  o- 
truth,  attained  by  continual  meditation  thereon;  confe- 
quently  a  purity  of  mind  and  afre6lion,  a  retirement  fron: 
the  world  and  its  temptation,  freedom  from  diftra£lion  ol 
worldly  care  and  the  encumbrances  of  bufinefs,  with  the 
like.) 

They  are  often  charged  to  be  exemplary  in  converfa- 
tion, as  we  before  fhewed,  and  that  involveth  a  corre 
fpondent  obligation  to  follow  them.     They  muft,  Yikx 
John  V.  35. St.  John  Baptift,  he  burning  and  Jhining  lights;  Jiars  ii 
^ev.  XVI.     Qq^*^  right  hand;  lights  of  the  world;  whofe  light  Jhoul 
Miit»'v,i4,j^ifie  before  meny  that  men  may  fee  their  good  works;  an( 
T^y  their  light  direft  their  fteps. 

They  are  propofed  as  copies,  which  fignifies  that  w 
muft  in  our  praftice  tranfcribe  them. 

We  are  often  diredly  commanded  to  imitate  them ;  i 
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fuiuh-be  T^v  ^tjViv,  whofe  faith  imitate  ye,  (that  is,  their  SERM^ 
faithful  perfeverance  in  the  dofitrine  and  praflice  of  Chri-     ^^^* 
ffianity,)  faith  the  Apoftle  in  this  chapter. 

Their  converfation  is  fafely  imitable  in  all  cafes  wherein 
no  better  rule  appeareth,  and  when  it  doth  not  appear 
difcordant  from  God's  law  and  the  diftates  of  found  rea- 
fon;  for  fuppofing  that  difcordance,  we  ceafe  to  be 
obliged  to  foUow  them ;  as  when  our  Lord  prefcribeth  in 
refpeft  to  the  Pharifees ;  IVkatever  they  hid  you  olfervey  Matt,  xxiil. 
that  obferve  and  do  ;  but  do  not  after  their  works  ;  for  they  ^* 
fay  and  do  not. 

It  is  indeed  eafier  for  them  to  fpeak  well  than  to  do 
well  J  their  doftrine  therefore  is  more  commonly  a  fure 
guide  than  their  praftice;  yet  when  there  wanteth  a 
clearer  guidance  of  doctrine,  their  praftice  may  pafs  for 
inftruftive,  and  a  probable  argument  or  wgurrant  of  ao- 
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OF  SELF-LOVE  IN  GENERAL. 


2  Tim.  iii.  2- 
For  menjhall  be  lovers  of  themf elves. 

SERM.  OT.  PAUL  in  this  place  out  of  a  prophetical  fpirit  inftruft- 
•^^*     ing  or  warning  his  difciple  Timothy,  concerning  difficult 
Km^tix'^'  /m«,  or  the  calamitous  ftate  of  things,  which  ihould 
^rwMirrif-  enfue,  induced  upon  the  world,  as  it  ufeth  to  happen^ 
by  a  general  prevalency  of  vicious  difpoiitions  and  prac- 
tices among  men,  doth  thence  take  occafion,  by  a  fpecifi- 
cation  of  their  vices,  to  charafterize  the  perfons  who 
fhould  concur  to  produce  that  hard  ftate. 

Among  thofe  vices  he  placeth  felf-love  in  the  van,  as 
the  capital  and  leading  vice ;  intimating  theifeby,  that  it 
is  of  all  in  its  nature  moft  heinous,  or  in  its  influence  moft 
noxious  *. 

This  indeed  is  of  all  vices  the  moft  common,  fo  deeply 
radicated  in  our  nature,  and  fo  generally  overfpreading 
the  world,  that  nb  man  thoroughly  is  exempted  from  it, 
moft  men  are  greatly  tainted  with  it,  fome  are  wholly 
poflefled  and  afted  by  it :  this  is  the  root  from  which  all 
other  vices  do  grow,  and  without  which  hardly  any  fin 
could  fubfift;  the  chief  vices  efpecially  have  an  obvious 
and  evident  dependence  thereon. 
All  impiety  doth  involve  a  loving  ourfelves  in  undue 

*  Haec  omnia  mala  ab  eo  velut  fonte  manantia,  quod  primum  pofuit,  fe- 
ipfos  amantes.    Auguji^  in  Joh,  Traa,  123, 
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manner  and  meafure;   fo  that  we  fet  ourfelves  in  our  SERM. 

elleem  and  affeftion  before  God;  we  prefer  our  own  con      ^X- 

ceits  to  his  judgment  and  advice;  we  raife  our  pleafure 

above  his  will  and  authority ;  we  bandy  forces  with  him, 

and  are  like  the  profane  Belfhazzar,  of  whom  it  is  faid. 

Thou  haft  lifted  up  thyfelf  againji  (or  above)  the  Lord  q/*Dan.  v.  w. 

heaven. 

From  hence  particularly,  by  a  manlfeft  extraftion,  are  de- 
rived thofe  chief  and  common  vices,  pride,  ambition,  envy, 
avarice,  intemperance,  injuftice,  imcharitablenefs,  peevifh- 
nefs,  ftubbomnefs,  difcontent,  and  impatience.    For, 

We  overvalue  ourfelves,  our  qualities  and  endowments, 
our  powers  and  abilities,  our  fortunes  and  external  ad- 
vantages ;  hence  are  we  fo  proud,  that  is,  fo  lofty  in  our 
conceits,  and  faftuous  in  our  demeanour. 

We  would  be  the  only  men,  or  moft  confiderable  in  the 
world ;  hence  are  we  ambitious,  hence  continually  with 
unfatiable  greedinefs  we  do  afTeA  and  drive  to  procure 
increafe  of  reputation,  of  power,  of  dignity. 

We  would  engrofs  to  ourfelves  all  forts  of  good  things 
in  higheft  degree ;  hence  envioufly  we  become  jealous  of 
the  worth  and  virtue,  we  grudge  and  repine  at  the 
profperity  of  others ;  as  if  they  defalked  fomewhat  from 
our  excellency,  or  did  eclipfe  the  brightnefs  of  our  for- 
tune. 

We  defire  to  be  not  only  full  in  our  enjoyment,  but 
free  and  abfolute  in  our  dominion  of  things ;  not  only  fe- 
cure  from  needing  the  fuccour  of  other  men,  but  inde- 
pendent in  regard  to  God's  providence ;  hence  are  we  fo 
covetous  of  wealth,  hence  we  fo  eageily  fcrape  it,  and 
fo  carefully  hoard  it  up. 

We  can  refufe  our  dear  felves  no  fatisfaAion,  although 
unreafonable  or  hurtful ;  therefore  we  fo  readily  gratify 
fenfual  appetites  in  imlawful  or  exceffive  enjoyments  of 
pleafure. 

Being  blinded  or  tranfported  with  fond  dotage  on  our- 
felves, we  cannot  difcem  or  will  not  regard  what  is  due  to 
others;  hence  are  we  apt  upon  occafion  to  do  them  wrong. 
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SERM.      Love  to  ouxfelves  doth  in  fuch  manoer  fuck  ia 
I<X*     fwallow  our  fpirits,  doth  fo  pinch  in  and  contrad:  on-JBT 
"  hearts^  doth  according  to  its  compiitatioQ  fo  confine  andl 
abridge  our  interefis,   that  we  cannot  in  our  afieSion 
or  in   real  expreffion  of  kindnefs  tend  outwards;   that 
we  can  afford  little  good-will,  or  impart  little  good  to 
others. 

Deeming  ourfelves  extremely  wife  and  worthy  of  re- 
gard, we  cannot  endure  to  be  contradicted  in  our  opinion^ 
or  crofled  in  our  humour ;  hence  upon  any  fuch  occafion 
our  choler  rifeth,  and  eafily  we  break  forth  into  violent 
heats  of  paflion. 

From  the  like  caufes  it  is,  that  we  cannot  wilUngly 
ftoop  to  due  obeifance  of  our  fuperiors,  in  reverence  to 
their  perfons,  and  obfervance  of  their  laws ;  that  we  caA* 
not  contentedly  acquiefce  in  the  fiation  or  portion  affign- 
ed  us  by  Providence ;  that  we  cannot  patiently  fupport 
our  condition,  or  accept  the  events  befjEilling  us. 

In  fine,  if  furveying  all  the  feveral  kinds  of  naughty 
difpofitions  in  our  fouls,  and  of  mifcarriages  in  our  lives, 
we  do  fcan  their  particular  nature,  and  fearch  snta  their 
original  caufes ;  we  (hall  find  inordinate  felf-love  to  be  a 
main  ingredient  and  a  common  fource  of  them  all :  id 
that  a  divine  of  great  name  bad  fome  reafon  to  affirm^ 
that  original  fin  (or  that  innate  diflemper  from  which 
men  generally  become  fo  very  prone  to  evil  and  averfe  to 
good)  doth  confift  in  felf-love,  difpofing  us  to  all  kinds 
of  irregularity  and  excefs  ^:  St.  Paul  therefore  might  well 
fet  this  in  the  front  of  all  thofe  fins,  which  depraved 
the  age  he  fpake.  of;  they  having  all  fuch  a  dependence 
on  it. 

It  is  therefore  very  requifite  that  we  fhould  well  under- 
ftand  this  fault,  that  we  may  be  the  better  able  to  curb 
and  corre£t  it;  to  which  purpofe  I  (hall  endeavour,  by 
God's  help,  fomewhat  to  declare  its  nature. 


^  Eft  ergo  ifta  ad  peccandum  amore  fui  propenfio,  peccatum  originale>  &c. 
ZuingL  apud  BeiL  de  Amijf,  graf,  iv.  2. 
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The  word  fdf-love  is  ambiguous ;  for  all  felf-love  is  SBRM. 
»ot  culpable;  there  is  a  neceflary  and  unavoidable,  there     ^^' 
18  an  innocent  and  allowable,  there  is  a  worthy  and  com- 
iBendable  felf-love. 

There  is  a  felf-love  originally  implanted  by  God  him- 
felf  in  our  nature,  in  order  to  the  prefervation  and  enjoy- 
ment of  our  being ;  the  which  is  common  to  us  with  all 
creatures,  and  cannot  anywife  be  extiipated;  for  no  'man,  Kph.  v.  a9. 
as  St.  Paul  faith,  ever  yet  hated  his  own  fl^^  hut  «ott- 
njheth  and  cheri/heth  it :  every  man  living,  by  a  natural 
and  neceirary  inftinS,  is  prompted  to  guard  his  life,  fhun- 
•mng  all  dangers  threatening  its  deftrudion ;  to  purvey  for 
the  fupport  and  convenience  of  it ;  to  fatisfy  thofe  natural 
appetites,  which  importunately  crave  relief,  and  without 
intolerable  pain  cannot  be  denied  it ;  to  repel  or  decline 
whatever  is  very  grievous  and  offenfive  to  nature^;  the 
feif-k)ve  that  urgeth  us  to  do  thefe  things  is  no  more  tp 
be  blamed  than  it  can  be  (hunned. 

Bealbn  farther  alloweth  fuch  a  felf-love,  which  moveth 
128  to  the  purfuance  of  any  thing  apparently  good,  plea- 
iant,  or  ufeful  to  us,  the  which  doth  not  contain  in  it  any 
efiential  turpitude  or  iniquity ;  doth  not  obftruft  the  at- 
tainment of  fome  true  or  greater  good ;  doth  not  pro- 
duce fome  overbalancing  mifchief ;  doth  not  infer  harm 
to  the  world,  or  wrong  to  other  men  ^. 

Beafon  didateth  and  prefcribeth  to  us,  that  we  fhould 
have  a  £bber  regard  to  our  true  good  and  welfare  5  to  our 
heR,  intereft  and  folid  content ;  to  that,  which  (all  things 
facing  rightly  ftated,  confidered,  and  computed)  wUl  in 
^e  final  event  prove  moil  beneficial  and  fatisfa6i:ory  to 
us:  a  felf-love  working  in  profecution  of  fuch  things 
common  fenfe  cannot  but  allow  and  approve  ^. 

'  IPamii  emator,  olus,  vini  feKtarios;  adde 

Queis  humaaa  iibi  doleat  natura  megatis.  Hor,  Serm,  i.  i. 

d  T«»  (U9  aym^if  iu  ^iXavrof  tTveu*  xeti  yap  aitrif  ivnnreu  rk  »aX«  iffarrAif,  ^ 

fmvX0tt  ira^t^tv  iirifittvcg.     Artft*  Eth,  ix.  8. 
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8ERM.      God  hinifelf  hath  to  thefe  fuggeftions  of  nature^  anci 
I^X.     diftates  of  reafon,  adjoined  his  own  fuffrage,  having  in 
various  ways  declared  it  to  be  his  will  and  pleafure,  that 
we  fhould  tender  our  real  and  final  good.     He,  as  the  au- 
thor of  nature,  and  fountain  of  reafon,  may  be  fuppofed 
to  ordain  that,  unto  which  nature  doth  fo  potently  incline, 
Quia  tutcUand  which  reafon  fo  clearly  prefcribeth.     He  plsunly  hath 
at  proximo*^  every  man  committed  himfelf  in  charge,  fo  as  to  pre- 
eft^  fibi      ferve  his  being  from  ruin,  and  to  enjoy  it  with  comfort, 
commiflas  He  by  making  fo  rich  a  provifion  for  the  fuftenance  of 
^p  f^'    ^^^  lives,  and  fatisfa£Uon  of  our  appetites,  by  framing 
our  bodies  to  relifh  delight,  and  fuiting  fo  many  accom- 
modations in  wondrous   correfpondence  to   our  fenfes, 
hath  fufficiently  intimated  it  to  be  his  pleafure^  that  we 
(hould  in  reafonable  meafure  feek  them  and  enjoy  them ; 
otherwife  his  care  would  have  been  vain,  and  his  work 
ufelefs ;  yea,  he  might  feem  to  have  laid  an  ill  defign  to 
tempt  and  enfnare  us  :  he  certainly  had  no  fuch  intent ; 
but  as  he  made  us  out  of  goodnefs,  as  he  made  us  ca- 
pable of  tailing  comfort,  as  he  hath  fumifhed  us  with 
means  of  attaining  it,  fo  he  meaneth  that  we  fhould  par- 
take thereof.  » 

He  alfo  exprefsly  hath  commanded  us  to  love  all  meti, 
not  excluding  ourfelves  from  the  number;  to  love  our 
neighbour,  and  therefore  ourfelves ;  who  of  all  are  nearefl 
to  ourfelves ;  who  occur  as  the  firft  objefts  of  humanity 
and  charity;  whofe  needs  we  moft  fenfibly  feel;  whofe 
good  is  in  itfelf  no  lefs  confiderable  than  the  fingle  good 
of  any  other  perfon;  who  muft  firft  look  to  our  own  good 
before  we  can  be  capable  to  love  others,  or  do  any  good 
to  our  neighbour. 

He  therefore  hath  made  the  love  of  ourfelves  to  be 
the  rule  and  ftandard,  the  pattern,  the  argimient  of  our 
love  to  others  ;  impofing  on  us  thofe  great  commands  of 
loving  our  neighbours  as  ourfelves ,  and  doing  as  we  would 
he  done  unto ;  which  imply  not  only  a  neceflity,  but  an 
obligation  of  loving  ourfelves. 

He  doth  enforce  obedience  to  all  his  commands,  by 
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proinifii^ rewards^  yielding  immenfe  profit  and  tranfcend-  SERM. 
ent  pleafure  to  us,  and  by  threatening  punifliments  griev-      LX. 
cms  to  our  fenfe;  which  proceeding  is  grounded  upon  aMatt.  xvi. 
fuppofition  that  we  do  and  ought  greatly  to  love  ourfelves,  2^« 
or  to  regard  our  own  intereft  and  pleafure. 

He  doth  recommend  wifdom  or  virtue  to  us,  as  moil 
agreeable  to  felf-love ;  moft  eligible,  tecaufe  it  yieldeth 
great  benefit  to  ourfelves ;   becaufe,  as  the  Wife  Man 
faith,  he  that  getteth  ity  doth  love  his  own  foul ;  he  that  Prov.xix.s, 
keepeth  it,  Jhalljind  good.  '^-  "'  *^- 

Ariftotle  faith  of  a  virtuous  man,  that  he  is  the  greateft 
felf^  lover ;  Aofae  8'  oiv  0  toioDto^  elvo/  luSiXKov  ^IKolvtos'  avo- Eth.  ix.  8* 
fifui  yeip  katrroo  rot  xoAAifa,  xa)  y^ik^^oL  ayct^Uj  xai  yoL^l^jera^ 
iaurS  tw  xvpiooriTco. 

He  dififuadeth  from  vice,  as  therefore  deteftable,  be- 
caufe the  embracing  it  doth  imply  hatred  of  ourfelves, 
bringing  mifchief  and  damage  to  us;  becaufe,  as  the  Wife 
Man  doth  exprefs  it,  he  that  Jinnethj  wrongeth  his  ot(/wProv.  vin. 
foul;  he  that  dejpifeth  inJiruSiionj  defpifeth  his  own  foul  j^^^^^^' 
he  tfuit  committeth  injury ,  hateth  his  own  foul. 

He  commendeth  his  laws  to  our  obfervance,  by  de-Deutx.13. 
daring  them  in  their  defign  and  tendency  chiefly  to  re-  J^^^*  T**  ®* 
gard  our  good  and  advantage ;  made  apt  to  preferve  the  Prov.  Ui.  iv. 
fafety  and  quiet,  to  promote  the  wealth  and  profperity  pf  ^' 
our  lives ;  to  bring  eafe  and  comfort  to  our  minds,  grace 
and  ornament  to  our  names,  falvation  and  happinefs  to 
our  fouls. 

In  fine,  God  chargeth  and  encourageth  us  to  afFeft  and 
purfue  the  higheft  goods  whereof  we  are  capable ;  moft 
ample  riches,  moft  fublime  honours,  moft  fweet  pleafures, 
moft  complete  felicity;  He,  faith  St.  Paul,  will  render  Rom.  \\^7' 
to  ihem,  who  ly  patient  continuance  in  well-doing  feek 
for  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortality,  eternal  life;  to. 
feek  fuch  things  is  the  higheft  inftance,  is  the  fureft  argu- 
ment of  felf-love  that  can  be ;  he  therefore  who  obligeth, 
who  encourageth  us  thereto,  doth  plainly  fliew  his  appro- 
bation of  a  felf-love. 

So  it  appeareth  that  all  felf-love  is  not  culpable,  but 
that  fome  kind  thereof  is  very  commendable;  how  then 
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SERAL  fliall  we  diftinguKh;  how  (hall  vrt  fever,  to  ufe  the  Pro* 
^^«     phet's  language^  the  precious  from  the  vile  ? 

Jer.  XV.  19.  '^^  ^is  ^^  ™Ay  ^nfwer  in  general^  that  all  love  of  our* 
felves  which  is  uoreafonably  grounded,  or  which  is  ex*. 
ceilive  in  its  degrees  and  limits ',  or  which  venteth  itfdf 
in  wrong  inftances ;  or  which  driveth  our  mind,  will,  and 
affedions  toward  bad  objeds ;  or  which  produceth  efie^ 
noxious  to  ourfelves  or  others,  is  culpable.  If  we  efleea 
ourfelves  for  things  not  true  or  really  for  things  indifr 
ferent  or  mean^  for  things  nowife  excellent  or  valuaUe; 
if  we  affefl  ourfelves  beyond  compafs,  fo  as  to  poftpone 
the  love  of  God,  or  exclude  the  love  of  our  neighbour; 
if  out  of  regard  to  ourfelves  we  do  things  bafe  or  nufr 
chievous ;  if  thence  we  dote  upon  vain  profits,  embraot 
foul  pleafures,  incur  finful  guilt,  expofe  ourfelves  to  griev- 
ous danger,  trouble,  remorfe,  and  punifhment ;  if  thereby 
we  are  engaged  to  forfake  our  true  intereft,  and  forfeit 
our  final  hapinnefs  ;  then  afluredly  it  is  a  foolifli  and 
vicious  felf-love ;  it  is  indeed  not  a  proper,  but  a  fsUfe  and 
equivocal  love,  ufurping  that  goodly  name  $  it  is  a  rell 
hatred,  or  enmity,  difguifed  under  the  femblance  of 
fnendfhip  ;  it  more  properly  may  be  called  cruelty^ 
treachery,  flattery,  mockery,  delufion,  and  abufe  of  our- 
felves. 

But  for  a  more  diftinS  and  clear  refolution  of  the  cafe, 
we  may  do  well  to  confider  the  proper  a£ls  of  love,  which 
do  conftitute  it,  or  infeparably  do  adhere  thereto;  fuch 
as  thofe:  a  good  efteeni  of  the  perfon,  which  is  the  objeft 
of  our  love ;  an  earneft  good-wiU  toward  him,  or  defire 
of  his  good ;  a  complacence  in  good,  and  diflatisfa&ion 
in  exil  arriving  to  him;  a  readinefs  to  yield  or  procure 
good  to  him ;  a  defire  of  union  and  enjoyment,  that  h,  of 
itttimate  converfation  and  intercourfe  with  him,  a  defe- 
rence of  regard  to  him,  a  compliance  with  his  defires,  and 
care  to  pleafe  him.  Now  if  thefe  aQ:s  toward  oiirfelve^ 
are  in  thdr  lund,  in  their  groimds,  in  their  meafures  coa- 
formable  to  reafon,  piety,  and  jufl:ice,  then  is  our  felf-lov^ 
innocent  or  worthy :  if  they  are  not  fo,  it  is  criminal  and 
vidous. 
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If  w€  do  rightly  cfteem  oiiifelves,  (both  ablblutely,  and  SERMT. 
in  comparifon  to  others ;)  if  we  defire  to  ourfelves  what  ^^- 
}»  fit  aiKl  juft^  if  we  are  pleafed  with  trae  goods,  and  dif- 
^eafed  at  real  evik  incident  to  us  5  if  we  do  in  lawful 
ways  endeavour  to  procure  things  truly  convepient  and 
benegcial  to  us;  if  we  maintain,  a  faithful  and  cheerful 
eorrefpondence  with  ourfelves ;  if  we  have  a  fober  regard 
to  ourfelves,  agreeable  to  our  nature  and  ftate;  if  we  com- 
ply with  the  (Kftates  of  our  reafon,  and  fatisfy  our  defires 
confbrmiug  thereto;  then  do  we  love  ourfelves  innocently, 
then  are  we  true  friends  to  ourfelves. 

But  if  we  overvalue  ourfelves ;  if  we  do  wifh  to  our- 
felves things  inconunodious  or  hurtftd;  if  we  are  delighted 
or  diflatisfied  in  falfe  fhews  of  good  or  evil  befalling  us ; 
if  we  ftrive  to  acquire  for  ourfelves  things  bad  or  mif- 
diievoas;  if  our  converfe  with  ourfelves  is  naughty  or 
▼am ;  if  we  make  indecent  applications  to  ourfelves ;  if 
we  ftoop  to  our  fond  humours,  or  footh  our  imreafonable 
defires;  then  is  our  felf-loye  fpurious,  then  are  we  in-' 
deed  enemies  to  ourfelves. 

Farther,  toward  an  exa6l:  difcuffion  and  trial  of  this 
eale,  we  fhould  do  well,  divefting  ourfelves  of  felfifhnefs, 
to  confider  ourfelves  as  other  perfons,  or  abftraftedly  as 
mere  objefits  of  thofe  afts  which  love  doth  imply;  for 
what  reditude  or  what  obliquity  there  would  be  in  them 
h  regard  to  any  objefit,  the  fame  would  be  in  reference  tg 
ourfelves.     For  inflance. 

If  we  fhould  value  any  perfon  jufUy  according  to  hia 
real  worth,  allowing  a  juil  rate  to  his  virtue,  to  his  parts, 
to  his  endowments,*  to  his  advantages  of  nature  or  for- 
tune; not  afcribing  to  him  things  which  belong  not  to 
him,  nor  overprizing  thofe  he  hath,  not  preferring  him  in 
any  refpefik  before  thofe  which  are  his  fuperiors  or  equals 
therein ;  we  fhall  herein  do  wifely  and  juftly :  but  if  (hav- 
ing our  judgment  any  wife  perverted)  we  do  admire  a  per- 
fon beyond  his  worth,  and  advance  him  above  his  rank;  if 
we  overlook  his  apparent  defe£ts  and  blemifhes,  or  take 
them  for  excellencies,  and  yield  them  applaufe ;  what  is 
tbiii  but  folly  and  dotage,  tempered  with  iniquity  ?  and  if 
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SERM.  it  be  fucb  in  regard  to  another^  it  is  no  Ids  fuch  in  re- 
I'X.     fpe£l  to  ourfelves« 

"  If  to  any  perfon  we  (hould  wifh  things  fiutable^  com- 

modious, and  advantageous^  by  obtaining  which  he^  with- 
out any  wrong  or  prejudice  to  others^  might  be  confides- 
ably  benefited^  we  (hall  herein  aft  himianely^  and  like 
good  friends ;  but  if  we  defire  things  to  him,  which  do 
not  become  or  befit  him,  which  will  do  him  mifchief,  or 
which  he  cannot  have  without  injury  and  damage  td 
others,  are  we  not  herein  notorioufly  unkind  or  unjuft  ? 
The  cafe  is  the  fame  transferred  to  ourfelves. 
.  If  we  (hould  obferve  any  man  by  occurrences  happen- 
ing to  him  well  improved  in  his  condition,  thriving  in  an 
honeft  way,  profperous  in  good  undertakings,  growing  in 
worthy  accompliihments  of  foul,  to  find  fatisfaftion  therein 
would  be  greatly  laudable^  and  fo  it  would  be  to  condole, 
if  we  (hould  fee  any  man  to  fall  into  any  grievous  diiafier 
or  calamity ;  but  (hould  we  behold  a  man  (although  in 
falfe  appearance  bettered,  yet  reaUy)  prejudiced  and  en- 
damaged, (as  when  one  is  enriched  by  cozenage  or  rapine, 
is  advanced  by  flattery  or  fycophantry,  is  famed  for  bafe 
or  vain  exploits,  is  immerfed  into  care  and  trouble,  is  ex- 
pofed  to  danger  and  temptation,  is  fallen  into  the  enchant- 
ments of  pleafure,)  are  we  not,  if  we  take  pleafure  therein, 
very  (illy,  or  very  cruel  ?  and  if  we  (hould  obferve  good 
phyfic  adminiftered  to  a  fick  neighbour,  or  that  he  is 
engaged  in  painful  exercife  for  his  health,  (hould  it  not  be 
abfurd  for  us  to  be  forry  thereat  ?  For  the  fame  reafons 
we  are  blameable  if  we  do  rejoice  when  that  we  profper 
in  bad  courfes,  or  enjoy  (infill  pleafures,  or  fall  into  dan- 
gerous temptations;  if  wediftafte  thewholefome  phy(ic  of 
adverfity  difpenfed  by  Providence,  or  diflike  the  neeiidful 
exercifes  of  duty  by  God  prefcribed  to  us. 

If  we  do  yield  our  advice  and  aid  to  our  neighbour,  in 
furtherance  of  any  defign  which  is  honeft  and  beneficial 
to  him,  we  then  unqueftionably  do  well;  but  if  we  do 
abet  or  encourage  him  in  unjuft  or  mifchievous  enter- 
prifes;  if  we  render  ourfelves  panders  to  his  unlawful 
defires,  faftors  for  his  unjuft  profits,  complices  of  his 
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wicked  prances,  advocates  of  his  fins;  is  this  true  love^is  SERM. 
this  faithful  friendfhip  ?  No  furely ;  nor  is  it  fuch  toward     I^X, 
ourfelves,  when  we  employ  our  faculties  in  contrivance  or 
achievement  of  any  unlawful  deiigns^  however  fatisfa3:ory 
to  our  defires. 

If  we  fhould  indifferently  (without  regard  to  the  laws  of 
pi^tyj  juftice,  humanity,  or  decency)  efpoufe  the  interefte 
of  any  perfon^  fo  that  for  the  promoting  his  defigns^  ad- 
vancing his  profit,  gratifying  his  humour  or  pleafure,  we 
(hould  violate  the  commands  of  God,  we  fhould  negleft 
the  public  good,  we  fhould  work  injury  or  mifchief  to 
our  neighbour;  would  this  dealing  be  allowable?  Neither 
would  it  be  fo,  if  for  our  own  fake,  in  regard  to  our  pri- 
vate interefl,  we  fhould  thus  behave  ourfelves. 

2.  If  we  do  aSedi  to  hold  free,  fincere,  cheerful,  kind 
converfation  with  any  perfon,  for  mutual  inflru^ion  and 
comfort,  this  is  fociable  and  fiiendly ;  but  if  we  maintain 
frothy,  foul,  malicious,  anywife  peflilent  difcourfe,  apt  to 
corrupt,  or  to  annoy  him,  this  is  loathfome :  and  fo  it  is^ 
if  we  keep  fuch  intercourfe  with  ourfelves,  harbouring 
vain,  impure,  unjufl,  uncharitable  thoughts  in  our  minds. 

If  we  fhould  defer  regard  to  any  man,  anfwerable  to 
his  worth,  we  fhould  thereby  praAife  according  to  the 
good  rules  of  humanity :  but  fhould  we  fo  affeft  or  fancy 
any  man  that  we  fhould  care  for  no  man  elfe,  fhould  pay 
no  due  refpeft,  or  perform  any  office  of  kindnefs  other- 
where; fhould  take  no  man's  word,  or  mind  #ny  man's 
opinion  befide,  nor  care  to  converfe  with  any  other} 
would  this  be  love,  would  it  not  be  ridiculous  fondnefs  ? 
It  is  no  lefs,  if  in  regard  to  ourfelves  we  are  fo  morofe, 
furly,  or  negle6tful. 

If  we  fhould  comply  with  any  man's  reafonable  defire, 
this  were  fair  and  courteous ;  if  we  fhould  confide  in  the 
probable  afliflance  of  any  perfon,  this  were  modefl  pru- 
dence :  but  if  we  fhould  entirely  conform  our  praftice  to 
the  will  or  humour  of  another,  againfl  the  diftates  of  our 
own  reafon,  and  to  the  harm  of  ourfelves  or  others; 
would  this  be  love,  would  it  not  rather  be  vile  and  pitiful 
flavery  ?  If  we  fhould  without  any  ground,  yea  a^sunft 
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I^ERM.  plain  reftfon,  rely  upon  the  hel^  or  (Ufef^on  of  aaol^iA 

^X.     would  this  be  love,  would  it  not  ralher  be  wild  prefiinif- 

lioa?  The  fiwne  therefore  it  muft  be  in  ui^  if  we  in  like 

manner  are  devoted  to  owe  own  wiUj  or  confident  in  oqp 

own  ability. 

If  we  fhould  commend  any  man  for  good  qualities  oi 
good  deeds,  this  is  honed ;  if  we  fhould  encourage  hiap 
in  good  undertakings,  this  is  charitable :  but  to  applanj 
his  defed^,  to  boliler  him  in  ill  pra^iioe,  tins  is  flattery 
and  treachery ;  and  in  fo  doing  toward  others,  we  are  not 
4Hends  to  ourfelves,  but  traitors  and  parafites. 

By  fuch  reflexions  and  compaiifons  we  may,  I  thinks 
competently  underfland  the  nature  of  that  baflard  fel& 
love,  which  is  fo  vicious  in  itfelf,  and  produdive  of  fo 
many  vices :  but  more  fully  to  difplay,  and  withal  to  dif- 
fuade  us  from  this  vice,  I  fhall  particularly  infifl  upon  tbp 
common  forts  thereof,  fhewing  the  peculiar  unieafon8l»kH- 
nels  of  each,  and  the  mifchiefs  confequent  from  it.  They 
are  indeed  ufually  combined  and  complicated  in  pra&io^ 
and  have  much  affinity  both  in  their  nature  and  finoit;  but 
I  fball,  as  well  as  I  can,  abifarad:  them  one  from  the  other^ 
and  fo  treat  on  them  diftinftly;  they  are  thefe :  Se^-Cbn- 
ceity  Self'Co7ifidence,  Self-Complacence,  Self- Will,  Se^ 
Intereji.    Thefe  I  fliall  handle  in  the  following  difcouriea. 


SERMON    LXL 


OF  SELF-CONCEIT. 

a  Tim.  iil,  2. 

For  menJJiall  be  lovers  of  themfelvesj  &c^ 

!•  X  BE  firft  and  moft  radical  kind  of  vicious  feif-love  is  SERM. 
Jklf*€9nceitedn€fs ;  that  which  St.  Paid  calleth  to  wwfpf po-    ^^^' 
wTv,  to  overween,  or  to  think  highly  of  one^ s  felf^  beyond 
what  he  oughS  to  think.    This  doth  cmifift  in  feveral  aflts 
or  inftances. 

Sometimes  we  in  owr  imagination  affume  to  ourfelves 
perfedions  not  belonging  to  us,  in  kind  or  in  degree;  we 
take  ourfdves  to  be  other  men  than  we  are  5  to  be  wife, 
to  be  good,  to  be  happy,  when  we  are  not  fo;  at  leaft  to 
be  far  wifer,  better,  and  happier  than  we  are.  The  plea- 
furc  naturally  fpringing  from  a  good  opinion  of  ourfelves 
doth  often  fo  blind'  our  eyes  and  pervert  our  judgment, 
that  we  fee  iu:  us  what  is  not  there,  or  fee  it  magnified 
and  transformed  into  another  ihape  than  its  own;  any 
iq>pearaiice  doth  fufiice  to  produce  fuch  miftakes,  and 
having  once  entertained  them,  we  are  unwilling  to  depofe 
them ;  we  caniiot  endure  by  fevere  refle6Uon  ott  ottrfelves 
to  correft  fuch  pleafant  errors  5  henc^*  commonly  w6  pre^ 
fam^e  ourfelves  to  be  very  confiderabfey  very  exceltent, 
very  extraordinary  perfoiiis,  when  in*  truth*  w6  are  v6ry 
mean  and  worthlefs :  fiy  did  St.  Paid  fupp6fe  when  be 
faid.  If  m  rmtm  think  hintfelf  t&  b^JoiHefMngi  itfheri  Al?%Ga!.  vi.  3. 
l^timg,  he  dgeeiMh  hmfrlf^^  fbcK  wa»  the"  ceifir'tf  iKat 
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SBRM.  church  in  the  Apocalypfe;  Thou  fayefi  I  am  rich,  and 
*  '  increafed  in  goods ,  and  have  need  of  nothing;  and  knoweft 
Rev.  Hi.  17.  no/,  that  thou  art  wretched  and  miferable;  they  were  like 
men  in  a  dream,  or  in  a  frenzy^  who  take  themfelves  for 
great  and  wealthy  perfons,  when  indeed  they  are  in  a 
forry  and  beggarly  condition :  into  the  like  extravagan- 
cies of  miftake  we  are  all  likely  to  fall,  if  we  do  not 
very  carefully  and  impartially  examine  and  ftudy  our- 
felves. 

Again;  Sometim.es  we  make  vain  judgments  upon  the 
things  we  do  poflefs,  prizing  them  much  beyond  their 
true  worth  and  merit ;  confequently  overvaluing  ourfelves 
.  for  them;  the  moft  trivial  and  pitifiil  things  (things  which 
in  themfelves  have  no  worth,  but  are  mere  tools,  and 
commonly  ferve  bad  purpofes ;  things  which  do  not  ren- 
der our  fouls  anywife  better,   which  do  not  breed  any 
real  content,  which  do  not  conduce  to  our  wel&re  and 
happinefs)  we  value  at  a  monftrous  rate,  as  if  they  were 
the  moft  excellent  and  admirable  things  in  the  world. 
Have  we  wit  ?  how  witlefs  are  we  in  prizing  it,  or  our- 
felves  for  it ;  although  we  employ  it  to  no  good  end,  not 
ferving  God,  not  benefiting  men,  not  furthering  our  own 
good,  or  anywife  bettering  our  condition  with  it;   al* 
diough  we  no  otherwife  ufe  it,  than  vainly  to  pleafe  our- 
felves  or  others,  that  is,  to  aft  the  part  of  fools  orbufToons^ 
Have  we  learning  or  knowledge?  then  are  we  rare  perfons; 
not  confidering  that  many  a  bad,  many  a  wretched  per- 
fon,  hath  had  much  more  than  we,  who  hath  ufed  it  to  the 
abufe  of  others,  to  the  torment  of  himfelf ;  that  hell  may 
be  full  of  learned  fcribes  and  fubtile  difputers,  of  eloquent 
Rom.  i.  ai.  orators  and  profound  philofophers ;  who  when  they  knew 
haec  eft,      Godj  they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  neither  were  thankfuly 
opibus  non  ^^z/:  became  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  their foolifli  heart 
mores.       was  darkened;  not  confidering  alfo  how  very  defe6Uve  our 
Mart.  XI.  6.  tnQwledgc  is,  how  mixed  with  error  and  darknefs ;  how 
ufelefs  and  vain,  yea  how  pernicious  it  is,  if  not  fanftified 
by  God's  grace,  and  managed  to  his  fervice.    Have  we 
riches  ?  then  are  we  brave  men,  as  fine  and  glorious  in 
our  conceit  as  in  our  outward  attire ;  although  the  yeriejQ; 
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fools,  the  bafeft  and  moft  miferable  of  men,  that  go  on  SERM. 
the  ground,  do  exceed  us  therein  5  although,  as  Ariftotle    LIX. 
fiith,  Mo/i  either  not  ufe  ity  or  ahufe  it^y  although  our 
wealth  aiTordeth  us  no  real  benefit  or  comfort,  but  ex- 
pofeth  us  to  numberlefs  fnares,  temptations,  and  mif- 
chiefs ;  although  it  hath  no  ftability,  but  eafily  may  be 
taken  from  us.     Have  we  reputation?    how  doth  that 
make  us  highly  to  repute  ourfelves  in  a  flavifh  imitation 
of  others !  yet  nothing  is  lefs  fubftantial,  nothing  is  lefs 
fielt,  nothing  is  fo  eafily  loft,  nothing  is  more  brittle  and 
flippery  than  it;  a  bubble  is  not  fooner  broken,  or  a  wave 
funk,  than  is  the  opinion  of  men  altered  concerning  us. 
Have  we  power  ?  what  doth  more  raife  our  minds !  yet 
what  is  that  commonly  but  a  dangerous  infhnment  of 
mifchief  to  others,  and  of  ruin  to  ourfelves ;  at  leaft  an 
engagement  to  care  and  trouble  ?  What  but  that  did  ren- 
der Caligula,  Nero,  and  Domitian  fo  hurtful  to  others,  fo 
unhappy  themfelves  ?  what  but  that  hath  filled  the  world 
with  difafters,  and  turned  all  hiftory  into  tragedy  ?  Have 
we  profperous  fuccefs  in  our  afiairs  ?  then  we  boaft  and 
triumph  in  our  hearts  ;  not  remembering  what  the  Wile 
Man  laith.  The  profperity  of  fools  dejlroyeth  them  ;  and  Prov.  i.  32. 
that  experience  fheweth,  profperity  doth  ufually  either 
find  or  make  us  fools  ^;  that  the  wifeft  men  (as  Solomon)  2  Chron.  • 
the  beft  men  (as  Hezekiah),  have  been  befooled  by  it  :*""***• 
thus  are  we  apt  to  overvalue  our  things,  and  ourfelves  for 
them. 

There  is  no  way  indeed  wherein  we  do  not  thus  im- 
pofe  upon  ourfelves,  either  afluming  £alfe,  or  mifrating  * 
true  advantages;  the  general  ill  confequences  of  which 
mifdemeanour  are,  that  our  minds  are  ftuffed  with  dreams 
and  fiuitafiic  imaginations,  inftead  of  wife  and  fober 
thoughts ;  that  we  mifbehave  ourfdves  toward  ourfelves, 
treating  ourfelves  like  other  men  than  we  are,  with  un- 
feemly  regard;  that  we  expe£fc  other  men  fhould  have 

i^mrmf,         Arift,  apmi  PluU  in  Fthp. 
^  Rams  enim  ferme  fenfus  commimis  in  ilia 
Fpftniuig  ■■   ■■  i/w.  Atf •  t. 

N4 
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SERM.  like  opinionsi  and  yield  anfwerable  deferences  to  ua;  and 
LXI.     ftre>  if  we  find  it  otherwife,  grievoufly  offended;  that  we 
"  ar^  apt  to  defpife  or  difregard  others,  demeamng  ourfelves 
infolently  and  fafluoufly  toward  them ;  that  we  are  apt  to 
feek  and  undertake  things,  which  we  cannot  att£un  or 
achieve;  that  we  negle£i  the  fuccours  needful  to  help  or 
comfort  us,  and  the  like :  which  will  appear  more  plainly 
by  confidering  the  feveral  objei^  or  matters  in  which 
felf-conceit  is  exercifed ;  they  are  efpecially  three :  imiel- 
le&ual  endowments  ;  moral  qualities  ;  odvantiLges  of  body ^ 
fortune,  and  outwardjiate. 
1  Cor.  iii.        I.  We  are  apt  to  conceit  highly  of  ourlelves  upon  pre- 
]^fyi^    fiunption  of  our  intelkSiual  endowments  or  capacities} 
wi«»jN»    whether  «a/ttrfli  {qa. wit ,  fancy,  memory,  judgment)  otac^ 
^it.  Fid.    quired,  (as  learnings  Jkill,  experience,)  dpecially  of  that 
^{'or  7.  ^^^^  i*  called  wifdom,  which  in  a  manner  compre- 
hendeth  the  reft,  and  manageth   them;    whereby  we 
rightly  difcem  what  is  true,  and  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in 
any  cafe  propofed :  this  we  are  prone  in  great  meafure  to 
arrogate,  and  much  to  pride  ourfelves  therdn*  The  world 
is  fiiil  as  it  can  hold  t>f  wife  men,  or  of  thofe  who  take 
tbemfelves  to  be  fuch ;  not  only  abfolutely,  but  compa* 
ratively,  in  derogation  and  preference  to  all  others :  May 
Jol)  xii.  2.  it  not  be  faid  to  us  as  Job  did  to  his  friends.  No  doubt  but 
ye  are  the  people^  and  wifdomJhaU  die  with  youP  Do  we 
not  fancy  ourfelves  incomparably  wife,  fo  that  all  our 
imaginations  are  deep   and  fubtile,   all  our  refolutions 
found  and  fafe,  all  our  opinions  irrefragably  certain,  all 
our  fayings  like  fo  many  oracles,  or  indubitable  maxims  ? 
Do  we  not  expeft  that  every  man's  judgment  fhould  ftoop 
to  ours  ?  do  we  not  wonder  that  any  man  fhould  prefume 
to  diffent  from  us  ?  muft  any  man^s  voice  be  beard  when 
oTos  iri^vtu  we  fpeak  ?  Do  we  not  fuppofe  that  our  authority  doth 
VlJtu-    ^d  huge  weight  to  our  words?  that  it  is  imqueftion- 
'•^'*         ably  true  becaufe  we  fay  it  ?  that  it  is  prefumption^  it  is 
temerity,  it  is  rudenefs  hardly  pardonable  to  conteft  our 
diftates  ?  This  is  a  common  praftice,  and  that  which  is 
Prov.  iii.  7.  often  prohibited  and  blamed  in  Scripture  :  Be  not  wife  m 
Rom.  xii.   thine  own  eyes,  faith  the  Wife  Man;  and^  JBe  mi  Vfije  m 

16. 
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^o«r  own  conceiis,  faith  the  Apoftle  5  and,  I  fay,  through  SERM. 
the  grace  given  unto  tne,  to  every  man  that  is  among  you,    ^^I- 
not  to  thinh  of  himfelf  more  highly  than  he  ought  to  /Ai«A;Rom  xiua. 
but  to  think  foberly,  according  as  God  hath  dealt  to  every 
man  the  meqfure  of  faiths 

The  great  reafonablenefs  of  which  precepts  will  appear 
by  confidering  both  the  abfurdity  and  the  inconveniences 
of  the  pra&ice  which  they  forbid. 

If  we  do  refleft  either  upon  the  common  nature  of 
men,  or  upon  our  own  conftitution,  we  cannot  but  find 
our  conceits  of  our  wifdom  very  abfurd  :  for  how  can  we 
take  ourfelves  for  wife,  if  we  obferve  the  great  blindnefs 
of  our  mind,  and  feeblenefs  of  human  reafon,  by  many 
palpable  arguments  difcovering  itfelf  ?  if  we  mark  how 
painfiil  the  fearch,  and  how  difficult  the  compreheniion  is 
of  any  truth ;  how  hardly  the  moft  fagacious  can  defcry 
any  thing,  how  eafily  the  moft  judicious  miftake;  how 
the  moft  learned  cverlaftingly  difpute,  and  the  wifeft  irre- 
concileably  claih  about  matters  feeming  moft  familiar  and 
&cile ;  how  often  the  moft  wary  and  fteady  do  fhift  their 
ic^inioos ;  how  the  wifer  a  nmn  is,  and  the  more  experi- 
ence he  gaineth,  the  kfs  confident  he  is  in  his  own  judg- 
ment, and  the  more  fenfible  he  groweth  of  his  weaknefs ; 
how  dim  the  fight  is  of  the  moft  perfpicacious,  and  hof^" 
fliallow  the  conceptions  of  the  moft  profound  >  how  narrow 
is  the  horizon  of  our  knowledge,  and  how  immenfely  the 
region  of  our  ignorance  is  diftended;  how  imperfe^y 
and  uncertainly  we  know  thofe  few  things,  to  which  our 
knowledge  reacheth  «;  how  anfwerably  to  fuch  experience 
we  are  told  in  facred  Writ,  that  every  man  is  bruti/h  in  his  jcr.  at.  u. 
knowledge;  that  the  Lord  knoweih  the  thoughts  of  mxtn,^'^^^* 
thai  they  are  vanity;  that  vain  man  would  be  wife,  though  1  Cor.  m. 
he  be  bom  like  an  qff^s  colt,  (that  is,  he  is  naturally  wild  j^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
and  ftupid ;)  that  wifdom  is  hid  from  the  eyes  of  all  men,  Job  xxviiU 
and  is  not  found  in  the  land  of  the  living;  Umt  the  thoughts  ^Vdas. 

14. 

^  Quamcunque  partem  rerum  humanarum  divinarutm^ue  cpmprehen- 
deris^  ingenti  copia  quser^darum  ac.  4ircend?.nun  ^dgaberyi.    i$V«.  Epj 
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S£RM.  of  mortal  men  are  miferahley  and  our  devices  uncertain: 
^^^'  if  we,  I  fay,  do  confider  fuch  things,  how  can  we  but  find 
it  ftrange,  that  any  man  ftiould  admire  his  own  wifdom, 
feeing  that  he  thereby  doth  exempt  himfelf  firom  the 
conmion  adjun£l  of  his  nature,  and  forgetteth  himfelf  to 
beaman? 

If  alfo  a  man  particularly  refledeth  on  himfelf,  the 
lame  prance  mufl  needs  appear  very  foolifh;  for  that 
every  man  thence  may  difcover  in  himfelf  peculiar  impe- 
diments of  v(dfdom ;  every  man  in  his  complexion  and  in 
his  condition  may  find  things  apt  to  pervert  his  judgment, 
and  ob{lru6k  his  acquifition  of  true  knowledge.  Is  his 
temper  fanguine  ?  thence  becometh  he  quick,  raih,  cre^ 
dulous^  confident  and  peremptory,  flippery  and  fickle :  b 
it  phlegmatic?  thence  is  he  flow  and  heavy;  diffident, 
pertinacious,  and  ftiff  in  his  conceits :  his  mind  is  either 
foft  and  limber,  fo  as  eafily  to  receive  the  impreffions  of 
ialfehood  fpecioufly  reprefented;  or  hard  and  tough,  fo 
that  he  cannot  readily  admit  inftru£Uon  in  truth,  or  cor- 
re&ion  of  error.  His  wealth  diftradteth,  or  his  poverty 
difturbeth  his  thoughts ;  profperity  fwelleth  his  mind  up 
into  vain  prefumptions  and  fatisfa£tions,  or  adverfity 
finketh  it  down  into  unreafonable  defpondencies  and  dif- 
likes  of  things;  plenty  breedeth  floth,  want  createdi 
trouble,  indifpofing  him  to  think  well ;  eafe  doth  ruft  his 
parts,  and  bufinefs  weareth  them  out;  inclination,  intereft, 
company,  prejudice,  do  forcibly  fway  his  apprehenfions ; 
fo  that  no  man  can  get  himfelf  into,  or  keep  himfelf 
fteady  in  a  perfect  balance,  requifite  for  exa&  judgment  of 
things ;  no  man  therefore  can  obtain  a  degree  of  wifdom, 
whereof  he  may  with  any  reafon  be  conceited ;  the  wifeft 
men  furely  upon  fuch  experience  have  been  little  (atisfied 

Piov,  iiu  a.  with  their  (hare :  Surely,  faith  one,  I  am  more  hrutifh 
than  any  man,  and  I  have  not  the  underjlanding  of  a  m^n; 

Pfal.  liziii.and,  Sofooli/hy  faid  another,  was  J,  aTid  ignorant;  I  was  as 

^^  a  leajl  before  thee:  this  conceitednefs  therefore  is  very 

abfurd,  and  an  argument  of  notable  ignorance  and  folly ; 
neither  is  there  perhaps  any  more  plain  inftance  or  de- 
monftration  of  general  folly  reigning  among  men  than 
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tfaiS)  that  commonly  we  are  fo  blind  and  ftupid  as  not  to  SEBM. 
£fcem  and  refent  our  own  folly  :  If  any  man^  faith  St.     LXI. 
Paul^  thinketh  that  he  knoweth  any  thing,  he  knoweth  not  \  cor.  viii. 
any  thing  yet  as  he  ought  to  know  ;  that  is^  if  any  man  ^* 
conceiteth  bimfelf  to  be  coniiderably  wife  or  intelligent, 
it  is  a  plain  fign  that  he  is  very  ignorant,  and  underftand- 
eth  little  to  any  purpofe* 

So  it  is,  if  we  confider  ourfelves  fingly }  and  it  is  more 
fo,  in  comparifon  to  others  5  for  what  ground  can  a  man 
have  of  arrogating  to  himfelf  a  peculiarity  of  wifdom  or 
judgment?  to  deem  himfelf  extraordinary  in  that,  to 
which  there  are  no  other  than  ordinary  means  of  arriv- 
ing ?  to  £ancy  himfelf  wifer  than  any  other,  whenas  (fe- 
eluding  accidental  differences,  that  cannot  be  accounted 
for)  all  men  have  the  fame  parts  and  faculties  of  foul,  the 
lame  means  and  opportunities  of  improvement,  the  fame 
right  and  liberty  of  judging  about  things  ?  Did  not  he, 
who  formeth  thefpirit  of  man  within  him,  put  into  every  Zcch.xU.i. 
man  that  heavenly  mark,  whereby  we  difcem  and  judge 
of  things  ?  is  not  every  man  concerned  in  that  faying  of 
Elihu,  There  is  afpirit  in  men,  and  the  injpiration  of  the'Evfi^mt. 
Almighty  giveth  them  underflanding  P  do  not  the  foun-  j  ^^'  .. 
tains  of  knowledge  (natural  delight,  divine  revelation,  s. 
human  inflru£Uon,  continual  experience)  (land  open  to 
all ;  and  are  no  lefs  common  to  men,  than  is  the  air  they 
breathe^  and  the  fun  which  equally  fhineth  on  them  all  ? 
Is  God,  the  donor  of  wifdom,  partial  in  the  diftribution  of 
it?  doth  not  that  overture  reach  indifferently  to  all,  Ifanyi^m.  i.  5. 
num  lack  wifdom,  let  him  afk  of  God,  who  giveth  to  all  men 
liberally, — and  it  fhall  be  given  him  P  may  not  others  be 
as  inquifitive,  as  induftrious,  as  fincere  as  we  in  the  fearch 
of  truth?  why  not  then  asfuccefsful  in  finding  it?  Is  there 
any  private  chink,  through  which  light  fhineth  only  upon 
us,  or  truth  may  be  efpied?  is  there  any  cunning  by- 
pathy  in  which  we  alone,  with  more  expedition  and  fecu- 
rity  than  others  in  the  conunon  roads,  can  travel  on  to- 
ward knowledge  ?  What  patents  have  we  to  fhew  for  a 
monopoly  of  reafon  ?  what  right  have  we  to  engrofs  any 
Jknowledge?  who  hath  granted  us  a  privilege  of  fare 
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S£RM.  judgment,  or  an  exemption  from  errcMr?  how  can  we  in 
I'KI*  trial  of  things  clmm  more  than  a  fingle  vote  ?  or  why 
*"""""*"  fliould  our  word  have  more  weight  than  any  other  ?  may 
not  any  man  with  as  much  reafon  prefier  his  judgment 
before  ours,  as  we  before  his?  and  if  we  blame  him  for  it, 
do  we  not  thereby  condemn  ourfelves  for  doing  the  like  ? 
if  we  do  know  but  the  fame  things,  or  frame  the  fame 
judgments  with  others,  how  can  we  be  conceited  of 
that  which  is  promifcuous  ?  if  we  pretend  to  abftrujfe  no- 
tions, or  hold  forth  paradoxes,  how  can  that  be  ground 
of  boafting,  feeing  the  caufe  ftandeth  contefted  by  autho- 
rity no  lefs  than  our  own,  and  that  it  is  vain  to  triumph 
over  the  opinions  of  others  before  we  have  conquered 
them?  why  in  fuch  cafes  is  it  not  reafonable  to  pre&me^ 
that  among  the  many  diflenters  from  us,  there  are  fome 
who  have  as  much  fenfe  as  we,  apd  who  have  wdghed 
the  matter  with  no  lefs  care,  no  lefs  indiferency  ?  In  fine, 
may  not  any  man  with  good  caufe  propound  to  us  that 
JobxT.8,9.expoftulation  in  Job  :  Hajl  thou  heard  thejecret  of  Godf 
and  doft  thou  reftrain  wifdom  to  thyfelf?  What  knoujie^ 
thou,  that  we  knew  not  P  what  underjiandeft  thou,  which  is 
not  in  us  ? 

Such  conceitednefs  therefore  is  very  abfurd ;  and  it  is 

no  lefs  hurtful ;  for  many  great  inconveniences,  many  iad 

mifehiefs  fpring  from  it,  fuch  as  gave  the  Prophet  caufe 

If.  V.  21.    to  denounce,  JVoe  unto  them  that  are  wife  in  their  own 

eyesy  and  prudent  in  their  own  conceit:  it  hath  many  ways 

bad  influence  on  our  fouls,  and.  on  our  lives ;  it  is  often 

our  cafe,  which  was  the  cafe  of  Babylon,  when  the  Pn>- 

lf.xlvii.  lo.phet  faid  of  it,  Thy  wifdom  and  thy  knowledge  hath  per^ 

verted  thee ;  for  thou  ha/ifaid  in  thy  heart,  I  am,  and  none 

elfe  befide  me, 

Hsec  eft         It  is  a  great  bar  to  the  getting  wifdom,  to  the  receiv- 

homims     jjjg  inftru£tion  and  right  information  about  things^;  for 

entia»  im-  he  that  taketh  himfelf  to  be  abundantly  knowings  &p  in- 

P^fg^'Jg  comparably  wife,  will  not  care  to  learn,  will  fcdm  to  fee 

/ri«r.tfMr/ra taught;  he  thence  becometh  more  inc^able  of  wifdoOi 

Provf  XX.**  tha"  *  ^^^^  ^^^^  5  ^^  ^^  Solomon  obferve,  See/t  tkou^ 

^^«  faid  he,  a  man  wife-  in  his  own  conceit  ?  there  is^  more  kvfe 
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of  a  fool  than  if  him:  of  a  fool  that  is  fenfible  of  his  igr  SERM. 
norance^  there  may  be  hope^  that  he  may  by  inftru^on    ^^^' 
become  wife;   but  he  that  taketh  himfelf  to  want  no 
iiiftru£)i<M]^  or  to  be  above  learning,  is  in  a  defperaie  con- 
ation ^. 

It  rendereth  men  in  doubtful  or  difficult  cafes  miwill- 
ing  to  feek^  and  unapt  to  take  advice ;  he  will  not  care 
for  or  admit  any  counfellor  but  himfelf;  hence  he  under* 
taketh  and  cafily  is  deceived,  and  incurreth  difappoint- 
ment,  damage,  difaflers  in  his  affairs*  As  it  is  mott  inci* 
dent  to  weak,  inconsiderate,  lazy  perfons,  who  have  not  a 
capacity,  will  not  yield  attention,  or  take  pains  to  get 
right  notions  of  things,  fo  it  doth  fmother  all  induftry^ 
confideration,  and  circumfpe£don ;  for  fuch  perfons  think 
they  need  no  labour  in  fearching  truth,  no  care  in  weigh- 
ing arguments,  no  diligence  in  obferving  things ;  they 
can  ieafily  at  firft  fight  defcry  all,  and  penetrate  to  the 
bottom  of  things ;  they  have  at  eafy  rates  the  pleafure  of 
fuicying  themfelves  wife ;  why  fliould  they  fpend  farther 
pains  to  difpoflefs  themfelves  of  that  pleafure,  or  to  intro- 
duce another  lefs  fatisfaftory  ?  thus  is  the  Jluggard,  asProv.xxyK 
SoIcHnon  faith,  wifer  in  his  own  conceit,  than  feven  men  ^ 
that  can  render  a  reafdn. 

It  rendereth  us  very  ra(h  and  precipitant  in  judging ; 
for  the  firft  fhews  of  things,  or  the  moft  (lender  argu- 
ments, which  offer  themfelves,  being  magnified,  and  ag- 
gravated frona  opinion  concerning  ourfelves,  do  fway  our 
jiidgment,  wd  draw  forth  a  fudden  refolution  from  us  ; 
it  muft,  we  prefently  fuppofe,  be  very  reafonable,  becaufe 
U  feemeth  reafonable  to  us. 

Hence  alfo  we  perfift  obftinate  and  incorrigible  in 
error ;  for  what  reafon  can  be  efficacious  to  reclaim  him 
whofe  opinion  is  the  greater  reafon  ?  what  argument  can 
be  ponderous  enough  to  outweigh  his  authority?  how 
can  he  (the  man  of  wifdom,  the  perfpicacious  and  pro- 
found perfon)  yield  that  he  hath  erred  \  how  can  he  part 

<  Pato  mulcos  potuiilb  ad  fapientiatn  penreniir,  nifi  putaflent  fe  penrenlfib. 
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SERM.  with  the  fatisfia^on  of  being  always  in  the  right,  or  eof 
^^^'    dure  the  affront  of  being  any  time  baffled  ? 

It  rendereth  men  peevifh  and  morofe,  fo  as  to  bear 
nobody  that  diilenteth  from  them,  nor  to  like  any  thing, 
which  doth  not  hit  their  fancy ;  to  crofs  their  opimon  or 
humour,  is  to  derogate  from  their  wifdom;  and  bdng 
in  their  appreheniion  fo  injured,  they  find  caufe  to  be 
angry. 

It  rendereth  them  infolent,  and  imperious  in  converik'- 
tion,  fo  as  to  di^te,  and  impofe  their  conceits  upon 
others.  He  that  is  conceited  of  his  own  wifdom,  will 
imagine  that  upon  that  advantage  he  hath  a  right  to  pre- 
fcribe,  others  an  obligation  to  fubmit;  eo  ipjo  he  be- 
cometh  a  common  mader  and  judge ;  and  they  are  cul- 
pable, who  will  not  yield  him  a  credulous  ear,  who  will 
hot  (land  to  his  decifion. 

Hence  alfo  do  men  become  fo  carping  and  cenforious; 
for  if  any  man's  words  do  not  jump  with  their  notions, 
if  any  man's  aftions  be  not  conformable  to  their  rule^ 
they  ftrolghtway  rife  up  to  condemn  them  of  folly,  of 
iaultinefs. 

Yea  hence  men  become  intolerably  pragmatical;  for 
they  conceit  themfelves  better  to  know  another's  con- 
cernments than  he  himfelf  doth,  and  fo  will  intrude  his 
advice,  will  be  angry  if  his  advice  be  not  followed. 

To  fuch  inconveniences  and  iniquities  this  iU  difpofition 

expofeth  us,  and  to  many  others  ;  for  it  is  indeed  that  in 

effeft,  which  the  holy  Scripture  reprefenteth  as  the  fource 

of  all  impious  and  wicked  courfes ;  to  which  men  betray 

themfelves,  while  taking  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  do 

ftiffly  adhere   to   their   own    imaginations   and    devices, 

although  contrary  to  the  prefcriptions  of  divine  wifdom, 

to  the  diftates  of  common  reafon,  to  the  admonitions  of 

Jcr.xlii.io.fober  and  good  men:  We  willy  fay  they  in  the  Prophet,. 

▼i.  19.        walk  after  our  own  devices^  and  we  will  every  one  do  the 

lia.  Ixv.  3.  imagination  of  his  evil  heart :  and,  /  have  fpread  out  my 

*"*•  ^'        hands  all  the  day  unto  a  rebellious  people^  which  walketh 

in  a  way  tliat  is  not  good^  after  their  own  thoughts  :   and> 

Dcut.  xxix.  ijf  fi^  hlejjeth  himfelf  faying^  Ifhall  have  peace j  though  I 
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walk  in  the  imagination  of  my  heart:  and.  So  I  gave  them  si^KM. 
mio  their  own  heart's  lujly  and  they  walked  in  their  own    LXI. 
cotmfels.  Thefe  are  defcriptions  of  bad  men,  implying  felf-  ~ — : — 
conceit  to  be  the  root  of  their  impiety.  la. 

a.  Again,  we  are  apt  to  conceit  highly  and  vainly  of^^*''^^» 
our  moral  qualities  and  performances;  taking  ourfelves ife. ixvi. 4. 
for  perfons  rarely  good,  perfeft,  and  blamelefs;  apprehend- 
ing no  defeats  in  our  fouls,  or  mifcarriages  in  our  lives, 
although  indeed  we  are  as  full  of  blemifhes,  we  are  as 
guilty  of  faults  as  others ;  There  is,  faith  the  Wife  Man^  Prov.  xxit, 
a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  otvn  eyes,  and  yet  is  not  '^* 
wajhedfrom  their  Jilt  hinefs  ;  to  this  generation  we  belong, 
if  we  admire  our  virtues,  if  we  juftify  our  lives,  if  (as 
it  is  faid  of  the  Pharifee)  we  tni/i  in  ourfelves  that  we  are  Luke  zTiii. 
rightems.  »:*;•>»• 

This  prafiice  doth  include  great  folly,  and  it  produceth 
great  mifchiefs. 

It  is  very  foolifh,  and  argueth  the  greateft  ignorance 
that  can  be ;  for  fuch  is  the  imperfeAion,  the  impotency, 
the  impurity  of  all  men,  even  of  the  wifeft  and  beft  men, 
(difcemible  to  them  who  fearch  their  hearts  and  try  their 
ways,  ftri&ly  comparing  them  to  the  rules  of  duty,  God's 
laws,  and  the  di£i;ates  of  reafon,)  that  no  man  can  have 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  in  himfelf  or  in  his  doings :  every 
man  looking  into  himfelf,  (hall  find  his  mind  fo  peftered 
with  vain  and  filthy  thoughts;  his  will  fo  perverfe,  fb 
froward,  fo  weak,  fo  unfleady ;  his  defires  fo  fond  and  un^ 
warrantable ;  his  paflions  fo  diforderly  and  ungovernable ; 
his  affeAions  fo  mifplaced,  or  at  lead  fo  cold  and  dull 
in  regard  to  their  right  objeds ;  his  refolutions  toward 
good  fo  weak  and  flack;  his  intentions  fo  corrupt,  or 
mixed  with  oblique  regards;  he  that  obferveth  his  anions, 
fhall  in  the  befl  of  them  (as  to  the  principles  whence  they 
rife,  as  to  the  ends  they  drive  at,  as  to  the  manner  of  their 
performance)  find  fo  many  great  defailances,  that  he  will 
fee  caufe  rather  to  abhor  than  to  admire  himfelf. 

Who,  let  me  afk,  doth  love  God  with  all  his  foul,  fo  as  Hicr.  in 
to  place  in  him  hi«  total  content  and  delight,  fo  as  to  do  J-^*^-  "?• 
all  things  out  of  love  to  him,  with  a  regard  to  his  honour 


19a  Of  Self -Conceit. 

SERM.  and  fervice  ?  fo  as  to  be  willing  and  glad  to  part  with  a!) 

^^^'     things  for  his  feke  ?  who  hath  that  cooflant  and  lively 

fenie  of  God's  benefits  and  mercies  that  he  ihould  have  ? 

who  hath  a  perfed  reiignation  of  will  to  his  pkafure,  fb 

as  to  be  difpleafed  with  no  event  difpenfed  by  his  hand  ? 

who  hath  fuch  a  vigour  of  &ith  and  ccmfidence  in  him,  as 

will  fupport  him  in  all  wants,  in  all  diftrefles,  in  all  temp* 

tations,  fo  as  never  to  be  difquieted  or  difcouraged  by 

them,  fo  as  to  cqfi  on  God  (as  he  is  commanded)  all  the 

cares  of  his  foul  and  burdens  of  his  life  ?  who  conflantly 

maintaineth  a  fervour  of  fpirit,  a  fteadinefs  of  refolution,  a 

clear  and  calm  frame  of  foul,  an  abftraftedneft  of  mind 

from  worldly  defires  and  delights?  who  continually  is 

fervent  and  undifl:ra6ied  in  his  devotion?  who  with  an 

unwearied  and  inceflant  diligence  doth  watch  over  hb 

thoughts  ?  who  doth  entirely  command  his  paffiona,  and 

bridle  his  appetites  ?  who  doth  exa6Uy  govern  his  tongue  f 

who  is  perpetually  circumfped  over  his  a&tons?  vAiO 

loveth  his  neighbour  as  himfelf,  feeking  his  good,  and  de^ 

lighting  therein  as  in  his  own  y  being  forry  for  his  adver- 

fities,  as  if  they  had  befallen  himfelf  ?  who  feeleth  that 

ccmtriticn  of  fpirit,  that  fhame,  that  remorfe  for  his  fins, 

or  that  deteftation  of  them,  which  they  deferve  ?  who  is 

duly  fenfible  of  his  own  unworthinefs  ?  Very  few  of  us 

furely,  if  we  examine  our  confciences,  can  anfwer,  that  we 

are  they  who  perform  thefe  duties  j  and  if  not,  where 

is  any  ground  of  felf-conceit  ?  how  much  caufe  rather  is 

there  of  dejection,  of  difpleafure,  of  defpifing  and  detefUng 

ourfelves ! 

The  Dona-      There  have  indeed  been  feSs  of  men  (fuch  as  the  Nova- 

miflaonem  tians  and  the  Pelagians,)  who  have  pretended  to  perfect 

'^^mfic      ^^^  ^"^  purity;  but  thefe  men,  one  would  think,  did 

datis,  quafi  never  read  the  Scripture,  did  never  confult  experience,  did 

habeatu     i^^ver  refled  on  their  minds,  did  never  compare  their  prac*- 

ipfi  pecca*  tice  with  their  duty  5  had  no  confcience  at  all>  or  a  very 

Ojw.'lib?'2.  blind  and  ftupid  one.     tVho  can  fay  ^  I  have  made  my  heart 

Prov.  XX.  9.  clean,  lam  pure  from  myfnP  was  a  queftion  of  Solomon, 

20.    *     '  to  the  which  he  thought  no  man  could  anfwer  affirm- 

^°^^^;^\°;  atively  of  himfelf:  Ifljujiify  myfelf  my  own  mouth  fhaU 

4.  iv.  '18.  ii.  3.  (Pfal.  cxliii.  2.) 
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tondemn  me;  if  I  fay  I  am  perfeSi,  it  fliall  prove  me  per*  SERMv 
verfe;  was  the  afleveration  of  that  perfon,  whole  virtue     J^I* 
had  undergone  the  fevereft  trials:  In  many  things  we  jam.  Hi.  2. 
offend  all,  was  the  confeffion  of  an  Apoftle  in  the  name 
of  the  wifeft  and  beft  men. 

Such  men  indeed  (in  contemplation  of  themfelves  and 
of  their  doings)  have  ever  been  ready  to  think  meanly  of 
themfelves^  to  acknowledge  and  bewail  their  unworthi- 
nefs,  to  difclaim  all  confidence  in  themfelves,  to  avow 
their  hope  wholly  to  be  repofed  in  the  grace  and  mercy  of 
God ;  (in  his  grace  for  ability  to  perform  fomewhat  of 
their  duty;  in  his  mercy  for  pardon  of  their  offences;)  to 
confefs  themfelves,  with  Jacob,  lefs  than  the  leaji  of  God's^^'  ^**'^' 
mercies;  with  David,  that  they  are  worms,  and  no  men;?Cxx\l  6. 
with  Job,  that  they  are  vile,  and  unable  to  anfwer  God,  Job  xl.  4. 
calling  them  to  account,  in  one  cafe  of  a  thou/and;  that 2. 
they  abhor  themfelves,  and  repent  in  duft  and  afhes ;  that 
after  they  have  done  all,  they  are  unprojitable  fervantS4  Luke  xvii^ 
And  is  he  not  very  blind  who  doth  fee  in  himfelf  thofe 
perfe£tions  which  the  greateft  faints  could  not  defcry  in 
themfelves  ?  is  he  not  infinitely  vain  that  fancieth  himfelf 
more  worthy  than  they  did  take  themfelves  to  be  ? 

In  fine,  every  man  is  in  fome  kind  and  degree  bad,  fin- 
fill,  vile ;  it  is  as  natural  for  us  to  be  fo,  as  to  be  frail,  to 
be  fickly,  to  be  mortal :  there  are  fome  bad  difpofitions 
conmion  to  all,  and  which  no  man  can  put  off  without  his 
flefli ;  there  are  fome,  to  which  every  man  (from  his  tem- 
per, inclination,  and  conftitution  of  body  or  foul)  is  peculi- 
arly fubjeft,  the  which  by  no  care  and  pain  can  be  quite 
extirpated,  but  will  afford  during  life  perpetual  matter  of 
conBiSt  and  exercife  to  curb  them ;  conceit  therefore  of 
our  virtue  is  very  foolifh. 

And  it  breedeth  many  great  mifchiefs. 

Hence  doth  fpring  a  great  fecurity,  and  carelefsneis  ^a"  '*• 
of  correfting  our  faults ;  for  taking  ourfelVes  to  be  well,  John  ix. 
we  fee  not  any  need  of  ciu«,  thence  feek  none,  nor  admit  ^^• 
any. 

Yea,  hence  rifeth  a  contempt  of  any  means  conducible  to 
our  amendment,  fuch  as  good  advice  and  wholefome  re- 

VOL.  III.  o 
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SERM.  proof;  to  advifc  fuch  an  one  is  to  accufe  him  wrongfully^ 
^^^'  to  reprove  him  is  to  commit  an  outrage  upon  his  prefumed 
integrity  of  virtue.  Hence  alfo  proceedeth  a  negle£t  of 
imploring  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God ;  for  why  (hould 
perfons  of  fo  great  ftrength  crave  fuccour  ?  how  (hould 
they  beg  pardon^  who  have  fo  little  fenfe  of  guilt  ?  It  is 
for  a  weak  perfon  to  cry.  Lord  help  me ;  it  is  for  a  Publi- 

Lufcc  xviii,  can  to  pray,  God  be  merciful  unto  me  ajinner. 

It  breedeth  arrogance  and  prefumption  even  in  devo- 
tions, or  addrefles  to  God,  inducing  fuch  perfons  in  un-' 
feemly  manner  to  juftify  themfelves  before  God,  to  claim 
fingular  intereft  in  him,  to  mind  him,  and  as  it  were  to 
upbraid  him  with  their  worthy  deeds,  to  thank  him  for 
their  imaginary  excellencies ;  like  the  conceited  Phanfee; 

Luke  xviii.  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other  men,  extortUmerSy 
unjii/ij  adulterers — Ifq/i  tunce  a  week,  I  give  tithes  of  all 
that  I  pqffefs.  They  cannot  demean  themfelves  toward 
€rod  as  miferable  finners,  who  fancy  themfelves  as  admi- 
rable worthies,  and  gallants  in  virtue, 

AUb,  a  natural  refult  thereof  is  a  haughty  contempt  o£ 
others,  venting  itfelf  in  a  fupercilious  and  &(hious  demean- 
our; fo  it  was  in  the  Pharifees,  who,  faith  St.  Luke^ 

Luke  xviii.  trufted  in  themfelves  that  they  were  righteous,  and  de/pifed 

**  others.     Such  perfons,  obferving  or  fufpefting  defers  and 

mifbehaviours  in  others,  but  difceming  none  in  themfelves, 
do  in  their  opinion  advance  themfelves  above  their  bre- 
thren, arid  accordingly  are  prone  to  behave  themfelves  to- 
ward them :  fuch  men  as  they  are  the  efpecially  good 
men,  the  godly,  the  (aints,  the  flower,  of  mankind,  the 
choice  ones,  the  darlings  of  God,  and  favourites  of  Heaven, 
the  fpecial  objefts  of  divine  love  and  care  :  others  are  im- 
pure and  profane,  rejeftaneous  and  reprobate  people,  to 
whom  God  beareth  ho  good- will  or  regard ;  hence  pro- 
ceedeth a  contemptuous  difregard  or  eftrangednefs  toward 
other  men ;  like  that  of  thofe  feparatifts  in  the  Prophet, 

If.  Ixv.  5.  who,  notwithftanding  they  were  a  people  provoking  God  to 
anger  continually  to  his  face,  were  yet,  in  conceit  of  their 
own  fpecial  purity,  ready  to  fay,  Stand  by  thyfelf,  coriie 
not  near  to  me,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou :  whereas  tbofe 
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who,  fobdily  reflefting  on  their  nature,  their  hearts,  their  SfiRlit 
waysj  do  fi^ihe  a  right  judgment  of  theinfelres>  can  hardly    ^^tl, 
eft^m  any  man  worfe  than  themfelves;  they  perceive 
themfelyes  fo  frail,  fo  defed^Kms,  fo  culpable,  a«  to  find 
gi^eat  reafon  for  their  compliance  with  thofe  ap6ftdlfcitl 
precepts ;  In  lowlinefs  ofmitidj  let  each  man  efteem  others'P^^^ "•  3« 
letter  than  himfelf;  In  honour  prefer  one  another.  Rofn.  xiK 

This  likewife  difpofeth  men  to  expeft  more  than  orfS*  *^' 
nary  regard  from  others ;  and  they  are  much  difpleafed,  if 
they  find  it  not  in  degree  anft^erable  to  their  conceit  of 
themfelves;  taking  them  for  filly>  envioud.  Of  injurious 
))erf6ns,  who  forbear  to  yield  k:  fuch  excellent  perfotis 
muft  in  all  things  be  humoured,  ^nd  Cockered^  otherwife 
you  greatly  wrong  them* 

Hence  alfo  fuch  men  eafily  become  difcontetited  ktiA 
inpatient ;  for  if  they  be  crofTed  iti  amy  thmg,  if  any  m^ 
fortune  toucheth  them,  they  take  it  very  31;  fuppofing 
they  deferve  it  not,  but  are  worthy  of  better  trfage  and 
fortune. 

In  fine,  as  this  caufeth  a  man  to  behave  himfelf  uiitd- 
wardiy  in  refpeA  to  all  Others^  (to^atd  God  and  towiard 
his  neighbour,)  fo  thence  he  niioft  uiibefeemtngly  catrieth 
himfelf  toward  himfelf;  he  is  no  faithful  friend,  no  good 
companion  to  himfelf,  but  a  fond  DMnion,  a  vile  flatterer, 
6r  a  profane  idolater  of  himfelf:  for  (like  Narciflus)  being 
tranfported  with  conceit  of  his  own  incomparable  beauty 
Or  excellency,  he  maketh  love  to  and  courteth  himfelf; 
finding  delight  in  fuch  conceit,  he  by  all  means  cherifheth 
it,  glozing  and  flattering  hirnfelf  {2ls  the  Pfalm  hath  it)  m£^zxxyu 
his  own  eyes ;  reprefenting  his  qualities  to  his  imagination  *' 
in  falfe  fhapes,  he  devoutly .  adoreth  thofe  idols  of  his 
brain.     Farther, 

3.  Selfrconceit  is  alfo  frequently  grounded  upon  other 
inferior  advantages;  upon  gifts  of  nature,  (as  ftrength, 
aftivity,  beauty;)  upon  gifts  of  fortune,  (fo  called,)  as  birth, 
wealth,  dignity,  power,  fame,  fuccefs ;  upon  thefe  things 
men  ordinarily  much  value  themfelves,  and  are  firangely 
pufied  up  with  vain  opinion,  takmg  themfehres  from  them 
to  be  great  and  happy  perfons :  but  feeing  {as  we  touched 
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SERM.  before)  ihefe  things  are  in  themfelves  little  valuable,  (at 
LXl.    ferving  no  great  purpofe,  nor  furthering  our  true  happi- 
nefs;)  feeing  they  are  not  commendable,  (as  not  depending 
on  our  free  choice,  but  proceeding  from  nature  or  chance;) 
feeing  they  are  not  durable  or  certain,  but  eafily  may  be 
fevered  from  us;  the  vanity  of  felf-conceit  founded  on 
them  is  very  notorious,  and  I  (hall  not  infift  more  to  de- 
clare it;  I  fhall  only  reconmiend  the  Prophet's  advice 
Jer.  iz.  S3,  concerning  fuch  things :  Lei  not  the  wife  man  glory  in  his 
^^'  wifdom^  neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his  might,  let 

not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches :  but  let  him  that  glo^ 
rieth  glory  in  t/dSf  that  he  underjiandeth  and  knoweth  me, 
thai  I  am  the  Lord  which  exercife  lovingkindnefsj  judg- 
meni,  and  righteoufnefs  in  the  earth :  that  is,  nothhig  with- 
in us  or  about  us  fbould  elevate  our  minds,  excepting  the 
afliirance  that  God  doth  govern  the  world,  being  ready  to 
proteft  and  fuccour  us,  to  difpenfe  mercy  and  juftice  to 
us ;  lb  that  how  weak  and  helplefs  foever  in  ourfelves,  yet^ 
confiding  in  him,  we  (hall  never  be  overwhelmed  by  any 
wrong  or  misfortune. 

So  much  concerning  Self-Conceit;  the  other  parts  of 
vicions  Self-Love  may  be  referved  to  another  occafion. 
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SELF-WILL,  AND  SELF-INTEREST. 


2  Tim.  iii.  2, 
For  menjkallhe  lovers  of  them/elves,  &c. 

OF  SELF-CONFIDENCE. 

II.  Another  like  culpable  kind  of  felf-love  is  that  of  SERM. 
felf'Confidence ;  when  men  beyond  reafon,  and  without    ^XIL 
regard  unto  God's  providence,  do  rely  upon  themfelves 
and  their  own   abilities,  imagining  that,  without  God's 
direction  and  help,  by  the  contrivances  of  their  own  wit 
and  difcretion,  by  the  prevalency  of  their  own  ftrength  and 
courage,  by  their  induftrious  care,  refolution,  and  afilivity, 
they  can  compafs  any  defign,  they  can  attain  any  good, 
they  can  arrive  to  the  utmoft  of  their  defires,  and  become 
fufficiently  happy ;  not  confidering,  that  of  God  {in  ivhqfeBaiuv,  aa. 
hand  our  breath  is^  and  whofe  are  all  our  ways ;  in  who/e  Job.  xi\.\o. 
hand  is  the  foul  of  every  living  thing,  and  the  breath  of  all 
mankind)  all  our  being  and  all  our  ability  do  abfolutely 
depend;  that  he  manageth  and  turneth  all  things,  dif- 
penfing  fuccefs  according  to  his  pleafure ;  that  no  good 
thing  can  be  performed  without  the  fupply  and  fuccour  of 
his  grace,  nothing  can  be  achieved  without  the  concur- 
rence of  his  providence ;  that,  the  way  of  man  is  not  in  Jw*  «•  »5* 
himfelfy  it  is  not  in  /  an  that  walketh.to  direSi  his^fteps;         N 

Otfr«i  )i«irTv;^^»Tff  mf^trmv  »fM#.        Scph,  Anttg, 
03  ^ 
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SERM.  that  the  preparations  of  the  heart  in  man,  and  the  anfwer 

LXIL    qJ  ffi^  tongue,  is  from  the  Lord;  that,  although  a  man's 

Piov.xvi.i.  heart  devijeth  his  way,  yet  the  Lord  dire&eth  hisjleps  5  that 

*y*'  ®-       rio  king  isfaved  by  the  multitude  of  an  koft,  a  mighty  man 

.'94.       is  not  delivered  by  muchjlrength,  a  horfe  is  a  vain  thing  for 
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^^•™"*/q/'^/y;  The  race  is  not  to  thefwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the 
Ecclcf.  ix.  Jlrong;  that  (as  St.  Paul,  one  abundantly  fumifhed  with 
dbUUie^  fuiUng  his  deiigns  as  any  man  can  be,  ddth  ac* 
*  Cor.  Hi.    knowledge)  we  are  not  fufficient  of  ourfelves  to  think  any 
5.U.  16.     thifig^  lut  our  fufficiency  is  of  God:  thefe  oracles  of  truth, 
and  even  dittates  of  reafon,  no  lefs  than  principles  of  re- 
ligion,  they  confider  not,  who  confide  in  their  own  abili- 
ties, with  which  nature  or  fortune  do  feem  to  have  fiimiflied 
them. 
This  is  that  inftance  of  felf-love,  which  the  Wife  Man 
Prov.iii.  5,  biddeth  us  to  beware  of:  Trti/i,  faith  he,  in  the  Lord  with 
all  thine  heart,  and  lean  not  to  thine  own  underjlanding  ;  in 
all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him,  and  hejkall  direSi  thy  paths. 
This  is  that  which  he  condemneth  as  fooliih,  and  oppofite 
Prov.xxvai.iX)  wife  proceeding:  He  that  trufteth  in  his  own  heart  is 
^^'  a  fool ;  but  whofo  walketh  wifely  ^fhall  be  delivered. 

This  is  that  which  fmothereth  devotion,  and  keepeth 

— sequum  men  from  having  recourfe  to  God;  while  they  think  it 

P^^*"*?™  needlefs  to  afk  for  that  which  they  have  in  their  power,  or 

have  means   of  obtaining;  this   confequently   depriveth 

them  of  divine  aid,  which  is  afforded  only  to  thofe  who 

feek  it,  and  confide  therein. 

This  often  engageth  men  to  attempt  things  raflily,  and 
caufeth  them  to  come  off  unhappily ;  God  interpofing  to 
crofs  them,  with  purpofe  to  cure  their  error,  or  confound 
their  prefmnption. 

From  hence,  if  God  ever  fuffereth  their  attempt  to  pro- 

fper,  they  facrilegioufly  and  profanely  arrogate  to  them- 

Habak.  i.     felves  the  fuccefs,  facrificing  to  their  own  net,  and  faying 

Ifi.x7i3.    ^^^^  ^^  ^"  ^^^  Prophet,  By  thejlrength  of  my  hand  have 

J  done  it,  and  by  my  wifdom ;  for  I  am  prudent. 

This  caufeth  moil  men  to  fail  of  true  content  here  and 
of  happinefs  finally ;  while  taking  them  to  be,  where  they 
are  not,  at  home,  within  their  o^  hand  or  reach,  they 
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neglcA  to  fearch  after  them  abroad,  there  where  they  only  SfiRM. 
do  lie,  in  the  hand  and  difpofal  of  God.  IXU. 

OF  SELF-COMPLACENCE. 

in.  A  like  aft  of  blameable  felf-love  is  felf^eompla- 
cence,  that  is,  greatly  delighting  in  one's  felf,  or  in  the 
goods  which  he  fancieth  himfelf  to  enjoy,  or  in  the  work^ 
which  he  performeth  j  when  men,  in  contemplation  of  their 
works  and  achievements,  go  ftrutting  about,  and  faying 
with  that  vain  prince.  Is  not  this  great  Babylon,  that  Ihavej^nAj.za^ 
luilt  P  when,  reflefting  on  their  pofleffions,  they  applaud 
and  blefs  themfelves,  like  the  rich  man  in  the  Golpel,  Soul,  Luke  xii. 
(faith  he,  looking  upon  his  accimiulated  ftore,)  thou  haji  *^* 
n^uch  goods  laid  up  for  many  years.  Such  vain  foliloquies 
do  men  ordinarily  make.  Thou  haft  (faith  a  man  to  him- 
iplf)  rare  endowments  of  foul ;  a  wonderful  (kill  and  abi- 
lity in  this  and  that  matter ;  thou  art  matter  of  excellent 
things;  thou  haft  managed  very  important  bufinefs,  haft 
accompliflied  hard  defigns,  haft  achieved  brave  feats,  with 
great  dexterity  and  admirable  fuccefs,  by  thy  wit  and  in- 
duftry;  thou  haft  framed  and  vented  very  curious  orations, 
very  facetious  fpeeches,  very  nervous  and  pithy  dif- 
courfes ;  thou  haft  put  obligations  upon  this  "man  and  that; 
thou  haft  got  much  credit  and  intereft  amongft  men ;  the 
world  much  looketh  on  thee,  loveth  and  prizeth  thee 
hugely,  refoundeth  with  thy  fi^me  and  praife  j  furely  thy 
worth  is  notable,  thy  deferts  are  egregious ;  how  happy  art  . 
thou  in  being  fuch  a  perfon,  in  performing  fuch  things,  in 
enjoying  fuch  advantages  !  Thus  with  a  fpurious  and  fir- 
thy  pleafure  do  men  refleft  upon  and  revolve  in  their  minds 
the  goods  they  deem  themfelves  to  poflefs,  and  the  favour- 
able occurrences  that  feem  to  befall  them ;  being  fond  of 
thdr  own  qualities  and  deeds  as  of  their  children,  which, 
however  they  are  in  themfelves,  do  always  appear  hand-* 
fome  and  towardly  unto  them ;  a?iy  little  thing  is  great 
and  eminent,  any  ordinary  thing  is  rare,  any  indifferent 
thing  is  excelleiit  to  them,  becaufe  it  is  theirs ;  out  of  any 
thing,  how  dry  and  infipid  foever  it  is  in  itfelf,  they  fuck 
a  vjun  and  foolifli  pleafure^ 

04 
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S  £ RM.      Hence  is  that  honeft  and  pure  delight  which  they  (hould 

LXII.    tafte  in  faith  and  love  toward  God,  in  the  hope  of  future 

celeftial  things,  in  the  enjoyment  of  fpiritual  bleffings,  ia 

the  confcience  of  virtuous  pra£Uce,  quite  choked  or  greatly 

damped. 

Hence  alfo  that  hearty  contrition  and  fober  fadnefs, 
which,  by  refleflion  upon  their  great  defe6b  and  frequent 
mifcarriages,  they  (hould  continually  maintain  in  their 
fouls,  is  utterly  (tifled. 

Hence  alfo  that  charitable  complacency  in  the  welfare, 
and  condolency  with  the  adverfities  of  their  brethren,  is 
fuppreffed  j  hence  cannot  .they  be  fatisfied  with  any  thing 
done  by  others,  they  cannot  apprehend  the  worthy  deferts, 
they  carmot  render  due  commendation  to  the  good  deeds 
of  their  neighbour ;  for  while  men  are  fo  pleafed  with  their 
,own  imaginary  felicities,  they  cannot  well  difcem,  they 
will  not  be  duly  affefted  with,  the  real  advantages  or  dif- 
afters  of  themfelves  or  of  others. 

OF  SELF-WILL. 
IV.  Another  culpable  kind  of  felf-love  is  felf-willy  (aw- 
baBsia,  pleafing  one's  felf  in  his  choice,  and  proceeding 
without  or  againft  reafon;)  when  a  man  unaccountably  or 
unreafonably,  with  obftinate  refolution,  purfueth  any  courfe 
ofFenfive  to  others  or  prejudicial  to  himfelf,  fo  that  he  will 
not  hearken  to  any  advice,  nor  yield  to  any  confideration 
diverting  him  from  his  purpofe,  but  putteth  off  all  with  a 
— Stat  pro  rations  voluntas:  Say  what  you  can,  let  what 
will  come  on  it,  I  will  do  as  I  pleafe,  I  will  proceed  in  my 
own  way ;  fo  I  am  refolved,  fo  it  (hall  be  ^. 
-  This  is  that  generally  which  produceth  in  men  the  wil- 
ful commiffion  of  fin,  although  apparently  contrary  to 
their  own  intereft  and  welfare,  depriving  them  of  the  beft 
goods,  bringing  on  them  moft  heavy  mifchiefs ;  this  caufe- 
eth  them  irreclaimably  to  perfift  in  impenitence.  Hence 
do  they  flop  their  ears  againft  wholefome  counfel ',  they 

^  TLi^)  u¥  eiv  elitu^  <rt  ^tbiy  fifixin  fAi  etHB-tf  irvdj;.     Ncre  apud  Dion,  Cajft 
0\  kft,m!^s  iV;^t/^«y»«^fl»tf .    Synef*  Calv, 
yid.  Sen.  £{>.  23.  de  Ben.  438.  Arr.  ii.  1,5. 
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harden  their  hearts  againft  moft  pathetlcal  and  foftening  SERMi 
difcourfes;  they  withdraw  their  Jkoulder ;  they  Jiiffen  their    LXII. 
neck  againft  all  fober  precepts,  admonitions,  and  reproofs ;  j^^jj  .^^  ^^ 
they  defeat  all  means  anS  methods  of  correftioh;  they  will  Jcr.  vH.  ae. 
not  hear  God  commanding,  entreating,  promifing,  threat-  peut.  xxxi. 
ening,  encouraging,  chaftifing;  they  will  not  regard  the^^'    . 
advices  and  reprehenfions  of  friends ;  the  moft  apparent 
confequences  of  damage,  difgrace,  pain,  perdition,  upon 
their  ill  courfes  will  not  ftir  them;  their  will  is  impregna- 
ble againft  the  moft  powerful  attempts  to  win  and  better 
them :  let  all  the  wifdom  in  the  world  folicit  them,  with  a 
Turn  at  my  reproof;  it  fhall  have  occafion  to  complain;  Prov.  i.  aa. 
They  would  none  of  my  counfely  they  defpifed  all  my  reproof  ^**  ^^* 

This  is  that  alfo  more  particularly,  which  breedeth  fo 
much  mifchief  to  the  public,  which  peftereth  and  difturb- 
eth  private  converfation :  this  maketh  converfation  harfli, 
and  fnendfhip  intolerable  ^. 

Hence  are  men  in  their  demeanour  fo  peevifh  and  fro- aw3<0««1-' 
ward,  fo  perverfe  and  crofsgrained,  fo  ftiff  and  ftubbom  5  ^^/*p^J|^ 
with  much  inconvenience  to  others,  and  commonly  with  ad  Dhntm. 
more  to  themfelves.  ^'  *' 

Hence  will  they  not  fubmit  to  the  commands  of  their 
fuperiors,  they  will  not  comply  with  the  cuftoms  of  their 
country,  they  will  not  be  complaifant  in  converfation ;  but 
everywhere  raife  fa£Uous  oppolitions,  kindle  fierce  conten- 
ticms,  maintdn  diforderly  fingularities  :  they  care  not  how 
for  enjoying  their  hiunour  they  break  the  peace  of  the 
world,  they  difturb  the  order  of  things,  they  create  tu- 
mults and  troubles  in  any  fociety,  they  bring  vexations 
and  mifchiefs  on  others,  on  themfelves.  They  do  not 
confider  or  value  the  great  harm  they  bring  upon  the  pub- 
lic, nor  how  much  themfelves  do  fuffer  by  it;  fo  they  have 
their  will,  what  if  the  ftate  be  plunged  into  confufion  and 
trouble ;  what  if  their  neighbours  be  forely  inconunoded ; 
what  if  themfelves  lofe  their  eafe  and  pleafure  ? 

It  muft  be  juft  as  they  will  have  it ;  what  if  ten  to  one 
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SERM.  think  otherwife;  what  if  generally  the  wifeft  men  are 
^X^^'  agreed  to  the  contrary ;  what  if  the  mod  prefling  nccet 
fity  of  affairs  do  not  admit  it;  what  if  public  authority 
(thofe  whom  all  equity  doth  conftitute  judges,  and  to  whom 
God  himfelf  hath  committed  the  arbitration  thereof)  do 
not  allow  it ;  yet  fo  it  muft  be,  becaufe  they  fancy  it,  other- 
wife  they  will  not  be  quiet :  fo  do  they  (acrifice  the  greet- 
ed benefits  of  fociety  (public  order  and  peace,  mutual  lov6 
and  frienddiip,  common  fafety  and  profperity)  to  their  pri- 
vate will  and  humour. 

This  is  that  which  St.  Paul  fo  often  did  forbid  in  word, 
and  difcountenanced  in  praftice:  for  the  edification  of 
others,  to  procure  advantage  to  his  endeavours,  to  ihun 
offence,  to  preferve  concord  and  amity,  he  waved  pleating 
his  own  defire  and  fancy,  he  complied  with  the  conceits 
and  humours  even  of  thofe  who  were  inoft  ignorant  and 
weak  in  judgment ;  he  even  fubje&ed  and  enjlaved  himfelf 
Rom.  XV.  i>  to  the  pleafure  of  others,  directing  us  to  do  the  like :  We 
*'  *'  then  J  Ikith  he,  that  arejirong,  ought  to  bear  the  infirmities 

of  the  weak,  and  not  to  pleafe  ourfelves:  let  every  one  of  us 
pleafe  his  neighbour  for  his  good  to  edification;  for  even 
Chriji  pleafed  not  himfelf  (he  adjoineth  the  great  example 
1  Cor.  X.     of  our  Lord  to  enforce  his  own.)    Again ;  Give  none  of-- 
aa.  XI.  1.   jQ>fiQQ^  faith  he,  even  as  I  pleafe  all  men  in  all  things,  not 
feeking  mine  own  profit,  but  the  profit  of  the  many,  that 
they  may  be  faved:  Be  ye  (heTein)  followers  of  me,  as  lam 
1  Cor.  ix.    of  Chrift:  and  again,  To  the  weak  became  I  as  weak,  that  I 
22>  19.       might  gain  the  weak;  lam  made  all  things  to  all  men,  that 
I  might  by  all  means  fave  fome :  Though  Ibe  free  from  all 
men,  (that  is,  although  I  have  no  fuperior,  that  can  com- 
mand me,  or  oblige  me  in  thefe  matters,)  yet  have  I  made 
myjilf  fsrvant  to  all,  that  I  might  gain  the  more.    What 
this  excellent  perfon  was  in  this  inftance  of  managing  eccle- 
fiailical  difcipline,  and  promoting  the  Gofpel,  that,  both  in 
the  fame  cafes,  and  in  thq^  profecution  of  all  other  defign^, 
in  all  our  converfation  and  pra<9ice,  fliould  we  likewife  be. 
We  fhould  in  no  cafe  indulge  our  own  humour  or  fancy, 
but  ever  look  to  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  and  aft  accord- 
ingly, whatever  it  requireth. 
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■   We  (hould  never  aft  without  ftriving  with  competent  SERM. 
application  of  mind  to  difcern  .clearly  fome  reafon  why  we    LXII. 
jft  5  and  from  obferving  the  di£lates  of  that  reafon,  no  un-  — — "*• 
accountable  caufe  ihould  per\^ert  us:  blind  will,  head- 
ftrong  inclination,  impetuous  paifion,  fhould  never  guide,^ 
or  draw,  or  drive  us  to  any  thing ;  for  this  is  not  to  afl: 
fike  a  man,  but  as  a  beaft,  or  rather  worfe  than  a  beaft; 
for  beafts:  operate  by  a  blind  inftin£t  indeed,  but  fuch  as  is 
planted  in  them  by  a  fuperior  wifdom,  unerringly  direfl:- 
ing  them  to  a  purfuit  of  their  true  good:  but  ihan  is  left 
is  mavu  conciUi/ui,  is  obliged  (under  fore  penalties)  notvrifd.i.  12. 
to  follow  blind  inclinations  or  inftinft;  but  to  a£t  with  feri-  ^"^  ^^*' 
ous  deliberation  and  choice,  to  obferve  explicit  rules  and  1  Cor.  z. 
lefolutions  of  reafon.  ^*' 


OF  SELF-INTEREST. 
V.  Another  culpable  fort  of  felf-love  is  that  offelf-in-  Vid.  Chryf. 

in  1  Cor. 
Or.  25 V 


tere/i;  when  men  inordinately  or  immoderately  do  covet*"  ^  ^^* 


and  ftrive  to  procure  for  th^mfelyes  thefe  worldly  goods, 
merely  becaufe  profitable  or  pleafant  to  themfelves,  not 
confidering  or  regarding  the  good  of  others,  according  to 
the  rules  of  juftice,  of  himianity,  of  Chriftian  charity ; 
when  their  affections,  their  cares,  their  endeavours  do 
mainly  tend  to  the  advancement,  advantage,  or  delight  of 
themfelves ;  they  little  caring  what  cometh  on  it,  who 
lofeth,  who  fuffereth  thereby. 

They  look  upon  themfelves  as  if  they  were  all  the  world, 
and  no  man  befide  concerned  therein^  or  confiderable  to 
tbem ;  that  the  good  ftate  of  things  is  to  be  meafured  by 
their  condition ;  that  all  is  well,  if  they  do  profper  and 
thrive ;  all  is  ill,  if  they  are  difappointed  in  their  defires 
and  proje£b. 

The  good  of  no  man,  not  of  their  brethren,  not  of  their 
friends,  not  of  their  country,  doth  come  with  them  under 
xqnfideration;  what  fcandals  do  arife,  what  diforders  are 
committed,  what  mifchiefs  are  caufed,  they  matter  not,  if 
they  get  fomewhat  thereby:  what  if  the  Church  or  State 
be  r^pro^hed,  what  if  thjB  neighbourhood  be  offended  or 
diftorbed,  what  if  the  world  cry  out  and  complaiti,  if  they 
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SERM.  become  richer  by  it,  or  have  their  paflSon  gratified,  or  find 
^^^^'   feme  pleafure  in  it  ?   . 

This  is  the  chief  fpring  of  injufticc;  for  fix)m  hence  it  !b^ 
that  oftentimes  men  regard  not  what  courfes  they  take, 
what  means  they  ufe,  (how  unjuft,  how  bale  focver  they 
be,)  toward  the  compafSng  their  defigns;  hence  they  tram- 
ple upon  right,  they  violate  all  laws  and  rules  of  con- 
fcience,  they  falfify  their  trufts,  they  betray  their  friends, 
they  fupplant  their  neighbour,  they  flatter  and  collogue, 
they  wind  about  and  (huffle  any  way,  they  detraA  from 
the  worth  and  virtue  of  any  man,  they  forge  and  vertl 
odious  (landers,  they  commit  any  fort  of  wrong  and  out- 
rage, they  (without  regard  or  remorfe)  do  any  thingi 
which  feemeth  to  further  their  defign. 

This  is  the  great  fource  of  uncharitablenefs ;  for  fitral 
hence  men  afTeft  no  man  otherwife  than  he  feemeth  able 
to  ferve  their  turn;  the  poor  therefore  is  ever  (lightied 
and  neglefted  by  them  as  unferviceable ;  the  rich  only  is 
minded  and  refpefted  as  capable  to  promote  their  ends ; 
they  become  hardhearted  toward  others,  not  confidering 
or  commiferating  their  cafe ;  they  will  part  with  nothing 
from  themfelves  to  thofe  who  need  their  relief;  they  de- 
light in  nothing  which  doth  not  make  for  their  advantage; 
all  their  (hews  of  friendfhip  and  refpefl:  are  mercenary,  and 
mere  trade ;  they  do  nothing  gratis,  or  for  love. 

This  is  the  great  root  of  all  the  diforders  and  mifchiefs 
in  the  world ;  this  felf-love  prompteth  men  to  thofe  tur- 
bulent fcramblings  and  fcufflings,  whereby  good  order  is 
confounded ;  this  engageth  them  to  defert  their  ftations^ 
to  tranfgrefs  their  bounds,  to  invade  and  encroach  upon 
others  with  fraud  and  violence :  did  men  with  any  con- 
fcionable  moderation  mind  and  purfue  their  own  private 
intereft,  all  thofe  fierce  animofities,  thofe  fiery  contentions, 
thofe  hitter  emulations,  thofe  rancorous  grudges,  thole  ca- 
lumnious fupplantings,  thofe  perfidious  cozenages,  thofe 
outrageous  violences,  thofe  faftious  confederacies,  thole 
feditious  murmurings  and  tumultuous  clamours,  would 
vanifh  and  ceafe;  felf-intereft  it  is  that  gives  life  and 
nourifliment  to  all  fuch  practices,  the  wliich  embroil  the 
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world  In  difcord  and  diforder.    It  is  not  out  of  pure  mad-  S£RM« 
nefi  or  wanton  humour  that  commonly  men  engage    LXII. 
themfelves  and  others  in  thofe  bafe  and  troublefome  —.nullum 
COiirfes^  but  out  of  defign  to  get  by  it;  hope  of  gain  tofu^regit 
be  raked  out  of  public  ruins  and  diforders  is  the  prin-  Bella  pe- 
ople that  moveth  them^  the  reward  they  propound  to  J^*^'^^™?^" 
themfelves  for  their  pains  in  meddling,  toward  the  pro-  mercedc— 
moting  them ;  like  thofe  who  fet  fire  on  the  town^  that 

f  tbey  may  get  opportunity  to  rifle  and  pillage. 
.  JQe  that  taketh  himfelf  to  be  as  but  one  man^  (natu- 
al^  like  and  equal  to  others,)  conceiving  that  he  ought 
tofionfider  the  intereft  and  right  of  other  men  in  the  fame 
mok  with  his  own^  that  he  in  reafon  fhould  be  contented 
with  that  fliare  which  arifeth  to  him  by  fair  means  «*;  who 
thence  refolveth  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  own  lot^  to  abide 
quet  in  his  ftation,  to  yield  the  fame  deference  and  com- 
pliance to  others  which  he  can  prefume  or  pretend  to 
leodve  from  them ;  who  defires  only  to  enjoy  the  gifts 
of  Providence,  and  the  fruits  of  his  induftry  in  a  due  fub- 
oidination  to  the  public  peace  and  welfare ;  he  will  not 
etfly  ftrive  or  ftruggle  for  preferments,  he  will  not  fo- 
ment emulations  or  fa£iions  for  his  advantage,  he  will 
never  defign  to  cozen  or  fupplant,  to  detract  or  calum- 
niate for  advancement  of  his  ends ;  he  thence  will  not 
contribute  to  the  mifchiefs  and  troubles  in  the  world. 

Self-intereft  therefore  is  the  great  enemy  to  the  com- 
monweal |  that  which  perverteth  all  right,  which  con- 
fbundeth  all  order,  which  fpoileth  all  the  convenience 
and  comfort  of  fociety. 

It  is  a  prafitice  indeed  (this  practice  of  purfuing  felf- 
intereft  fo  vehemently,  fo  efpecially  above  all  things) 
which  is  looked  upon  and  cried  up  as  a  clear  and  certain 

^oint  of  wifdom;  the  only  folid  wifdom;  in  comparifon 
whereto  thofe  precepts  which  prefcribe  the  practice  of  ftrift 
juftice,  ingenuous  humanity,  free  charity,  are  but  pedan- 
Ucal  tattles,  or  notions  merely  chimerical  5  fo  the  world 

tf  Uc  quifqae  maxtme  ad  fuum  commodum  refert  quaecunque  agit^  its 
ndniiiie  eft  vir  bonus ;  ut  qui  virtutem  prsemio  metiantUTi  nullam  virtotem 
nifi  rnT^»»'*"*  putinti  ftc  v  Cicdt  Ltg,  i. 
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SERM.  now  more  than  ever  feemeth  to  judge,  and  accoiiding^ 
LXII.  to  aft;  and  thence  is  the  ftate  of  things  vifibly  fo  bad 
and  calamitous;  thence  fo  little  honefty  in  dealings^ 
thence  fo  little  fettlement  in  afiairs  are  difcemible.  Bat 
how  falfe  that  judgment  is  will  appear  if  the  cafe  be 
weighed  in  the  balance  of  pure  reafon  5  and  moft  foolifli 
it  will  appear  being  fcanned  according  to  the  principles  of 
religion* 

In  reafon  is  it  not  very  abfurd  that  any  man  fliould 
look  upon  himfelf  as  more  than  a  fingle  perfon ;  that  he 
fhould  prefer  himfelf  before  another,  to  whom  he  is  not 
in  any  refpeS:  fuperior ;  that  he  (hould  advance  his  own 
concernment  above  the  public  benefit,  which  compie- 
hendeth  his  good,  and  without  which  his  good  cannof 
fubfift  ?  Can  any  man  rationally  conceive  that  he  can 
firmly  thrive  or  perfift  in  a  quiet  and  fweet  condition, 
when  he  grafpeth  to  himfelf  more  than  is  due  or  fijtting^ 
when  he  provoketh  againft  himfelf  the  emulation,  the 
competition,  the  oppofition,  the  hatred,  and  obloquy  of 
all  or  of  many  other  perfons  ? 

May  not  any  man  reafonably  have  the  famfe  appre- 
henfions  and  inclinations  as  we  may  have  ?  may  not  atiy 
man  juftly  proceed  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  may  do? 
will  they  not,  feeing  us  mainly  to  affeft  our  private  inter- 
eft,  be  induced,  and  in  a  manner  forced,  to  do  the  like  ?. 
Thence  what  end  can  there  be  of  progging  and  fcram- 
bling  for  things?  and  in  the  confufion  thence  arifing,  what 
quiet,  what  content  can  we  enjoy  ? 

Again ;  Doth  not  nature,  by  implanting  in  our  conili- 
tution  a  love  of  fociety  and  averfation  from  folitude,  in- 
clinations to  pity  and  humanity,  pleafant  complacencies 
in  obliging  and  doing  courtefies  to  others,  appethed  of 
honour  and  good  efteem  from  others,  aptnefs  to  approv# 
and  like  the  praftices  of  juftice,  of  fidelity,  of  courtfefy, 
of  beneficence^  capacities  to  yield  fuccour  and  benefit  t« 
our  brethren,  diftate  unto  us,  that  our  good  is  infeparaWy 
connected  and  complicated  with  the  good  of  others,  fo 
that  it  cannot  without  its  own  impairing  fubfift  alone^  or 
be  fevered  frpm  the  good  of  others;  no  more  than  a 
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limb  can  without  fufiering  and  deftruftion  be  torn  from  SERM. 
the  whole?  LXII. 

Is  there  not  to  all  men  in  fome  meafure,  to  fome  men  •"■"""■" 
m  a  higher  degree,  a  generofity  innate,  moft  lovely  and 
kudable  to  all  5  which  difppfeth  men  with  their  own 
pun,  hazard,  and  detriment  to  fuccour  and  relieve  others 
in  iMrefs,  to  ferve  the  public,  and  promote  the  benefit  of 
fociety ;  fo  that  inordinately  to  regard  private  intereft  doth 
thwart  the  reafon  and  wifdom  of  nature  ? 

The  frame  of  our  nature  indeed  fpeaketh,  that  we  are 
not  bom  for  ourfelves ;  we  fliall  find  man,  if  we  contem- 
plate him,  to  be  a  nobler  thing  than  to  have  been  de- 
igned to  ferve  himfelf,  or  to  fatisfy  his  fingle  pleafure ; 
his  endowments  are  too  excellent,  his  capacities  too  large  St^  P*ui». 
for  fo  mean  and  narrow  purpofes®.  How  pitiful  a  crea- 
turfe  were  man,  if  this  were  all  he  was  made  for !  how 
fonry  a  faculty  were  reafon,  if  it  ferved  not  to  better  ufes ! 
he  debafeth  himfelf,  he  difgraceth  his  nature,  who  hath 
fo  low  conceits,  and  purfueth  fo  petty  defigns. 

Nay,  even  a  true  regard  to  our  own  private  good  will 
tngagQ  us  not  inordinately  to  purfue  felf-intereft;  it  being 
much  hugged  will  be  fmothered  and  deftroyed. 

As  we  are  all  bom  members  of  the  world,  as  we  are  • 
oompafted  into  the  commonwealth,  as  we  are  incorpo- 
rated into  any  fociety,  as  we  partake  in  any  converfation 
or  company,  fo  by  mutual  fupport,  aid,  defence,  comfort, 
dot  only  the  common  welfare  firft,  but  our  particular  be- 
nefit confequently  doth  fubfift;  by  hindering  or  preju- 
didng  them,  the  public  firft,  in  confequence  our  parti- 
cular doth  fuffer ;  our  thriving  by  the  common  prejudice 
will  in  the  end  tum  to  our  own  lofs.  As  if  one  member 
fucketh  too  much  nourifhment  to  itfelf,  and  thence  fwell- 
*€&  into  an  exorbitant  bulk,  the  whole  thence  incurreth 
dijeafe,  fo  coming  to  perifh  or  languiih ;  whence  confe-* 
quehtly  that  irregular  member  will  fall  into  a  participa- 
^on  of  ruin  or  decay :  fo  it  is  in  the  ftate  9f  human  cor- 

e  Nee  iibii  fed  toti  natam  fc  credere  mundo. 
noilofque  Catonis  in  wStus 
Subfcpfity  ptftemquc  tulit  fibi  nata  Toluptas. 
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S£RM.  porations;  he  that  in  ways  unnatural  or  ui^uft  (for  jt^ 
^^^^'  tice  is  that  in  human  focieties,  which  nature  is  in  the  reft 
of  things)  draweth  unto  himfelf  the  juice  of  profit  or 
pleafure^  fo  as  thence  to  grow  beyond  his  due  fize^  doth 
thereby  not  only  create  diftempers  in  the  public  body, 
but  worketh  mifchief  and  pain  to  himfelf;  he  muft  not 
imagine  to  efcape  feeling  fomewhat  of  the  inconvenience 
and  mifery  which  arifeth  from  public  convulfions  and 
diforders. 

So  doth  reafon  plainly  enough  di£):ate;  and  reli^on 
with  clearer  evidence  and  greater  advantage  difcovereth 
the  fame. 

Its  exprefs  precepts  are,  that  we  (hould  aim  to  love 
our  neighbour  as  ourfelves,  and  therefore  fhould  tender 
his  interefts  as  our  own ;  that  we  (hould  not  in  competi- 
tion with  the  greater  good  of  our  neighbour  regard  our 
own  lefler  good;  that  we  fhould  not  feek  oiu*  own  things, 
but  concern  ourfelves  in  the  good  of  others;  that  we 
fhould  not  confult  our  own  eafe  and  pleafure,  but  fhould 
Phil.  ii.  4.  contentedly  bear  the  burdens  of  our  brethren  :  Look  not 
every  man  to  his  own  things,  but  every  man  alfo  to  the 
iCoux.  24.  things  of  others  ;  Let  7io  man  feek  his  own,  but  every  man 
Gal.  ii.  6.   ojiother's  wealth  ;  Bear  one  another's  burdens^  and  fo  fuh- 
I  Cox.  xWufil  the  law  of  Chri/l;  Charity  feeketh  not  its  own:  thefe 
**  are  apoftolical  precepts  and  aphorifms ;  thefe  are  funda- 

mental rules  and  maxims  of  our  holy  religion. 

It  chargeth  us  induftrioufly  to  employ  our  pains,  libe- 
rally to  expend  our  goods,  yea  (in  feme  cafes)  willingly 
to  expofe  and  devote  our  lives  for  the  benefit  of  ovir  bre- 
thren. 

.  It  recommendeth  to  us  the  examples  of  thofe  who 
have  underwent  unfpeakable  pains,  lofles,  difgraces,  trou- 
bles, and  inconveniences  of  all  kinds,  for  the  furthering 
the  good  of  others;  the  examples  of  our  Lord  and  of 
.  his  Apoftles,  who  never  in  any  cafe  regarded  their  own 
interefts,  but  fpent  and  facrificed  themfelves  to  the  public 
welfare  of  mankind. 

It  reprefenteth  us  not  only  as  brethren  of  one  family, 
who  fhould  therefore  kindly  favour,  affift,  and  grace  one; 
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another^  but  as  members  of  one  fpiritual  body,  (members  SERM, 
(me  of  another,)  compared  by  the  clofeft  bands  of  com>    ^XII. 
mon  alliance,  afi*e<%on,  and  intereft;  whofe  good  muchRom.zii.  5, 
confifteth  in  the  good  of  each  other ;  who  (hould  together  l^^'  *"* 
rejoice,  and  condole  with  one  another ;  who  fhould  care  Rom.  x\U 
for  one  another's  good  as  for  our  own;  looking  upon ^** 
ourCblves  to  gain  by  the  advantage,  to  thrive  in  the  pro- 
^rity,  to  be  rcfreflied  with  the  joy,  to  be  graced  with 
die  honour,  to  be  endamaged  by  the  lofles,  tp  be  alflifted 
with  the  crofles  of  our  brethren ;  fo  that,  Jf,  as  St,  Paul  1  Cof,  ziU 
tith,  one  member Juffer,  all  the  members fuffer  with  it;  if 
one  member  be  honoured,  all  the  members  rejoice  with  it. 

Thefe  which  I  have  already  handled  are  the  principal 
kinds  of  vicious  felf-love ;  there  are  farther  fome  fpecial 
»Sts  of  kin  to  them,  fprouting  from  the  fame  flock; 
wluch  I  (hall  touch:  fuch  as  Vain-Glory,  Arrogance, 
Talking  of  One's  Self,  Thinking  about  One's  Self  Of 
l^efe  I  ihall  treat  niore  briefly. 


TOL.  HI. 


SERMON    LXIII. 


OF  VAIN-GLORY,  ARROGANCE,  TALKING  AND 
THINKING  OF  ONE'S  SELF. 


2  Tim.  iii.  2^ 

For  menjhall  le  lovers  of  themfelves,  8tc. 

OF  VAIN-GLORY. 

SERM.  When  a  regard  to  the  opinion  or  defire  of  the  efteem 
LXIII.  of  men  is  the  main  principle  from  which  their  actions  do 
proceed,  or  the  chief  end  which  they  propound  to  them- 
felves,  inftead  of  confcience  of  duty,  love  and  reverence 
of  God,  hope  of  the  rewards  promifed,  a  fober  regard  to 
their  true  good,  this  is  vain-glory.     Such  was  the  vain- 
glory of  the  Pharifees,  who  failed,  who  prayed,  who  gave 
Matt.vi.     alms,  who  did  all  their  works  that  they  might  he  feen  of 
&e.  xxiii.  5.  meUi  and  from  them  obtain  the  reward  of  eftimation  and 
Phil.  ii.  3.  applaufe:    this  is  that  which  St,  Paul  forbiddeth;  Let 
nothing  le  done  out  ofjirife  or  vain-glory. 

When  men  affeft  and  delight  in  praife  from  mean  or 
indifferent  things;  as  from  fecular  dignity,  power,  wealth, 
ftrength,   beauty,  wit,  learning,  eloquence,  wifdom,   or 
Pf^l.  xlix.   craft :  as.  There  are  manyy  faith  the  Pfalmift,  that  loqft 
^'  themfelves  in  the  multitude  of  their  rielies.     Nebuchad- 

nezzar was  raifed  with  the  conceit  of  having  built  a  pa- 
lace for  the  glory  of  his  majefty,  Herod  was  puffed  with 
^icxofTit    applaufe  for  his  oration,  the   Philofophers  were  vain  in 
thm^cfol,    ^^  efteem  procured  by  their  pretence  to  wifdom,  the 

Kom.  J.  22#      *         ,r  1  I'll  "  r  . 

Phanfees  were  elevated  with  the  praife  accrumg  from  ex- 
ternal afts  of  piety,  (falling  twice  a  week,  making  long 


OfVain^Glory.  ail 

prayers^  tithing  mint  and  cumin ;)  all  which  things  being. SERM, 
ia  .themfelves  of  little  worth,  the  affefting  of  praife  from  LXIII. 
them  is  manifeftly  frivolous  and  vain.    Honour  fliould  be    . 
afie£ted  only  from  trae  virtue  and  really  good  works.         Rom.  U.  7. 
.   Thofe  who  feek  glory  from  evil  things,  (who  glory  in 
iheir  Jhamej)  from  prefumptuous  tranfgreflion  of  God's 
law^  (he£iorly.profanenefs  and  debauchery^)  from  outrage- 
ous violence,  from  overreaching  craft,  or  from  any  bad 
quality,  are  not  only  v2un-glorious,  but  impudent. 

•  When  men  afie£):  praife  immoderately,  not  being  con- 
tent with  that  meafure  of  good  reputation  which  natu- 
rally doth  azife  from  a  virtuous  and  blamelefs  life. 

As  all  other  goods,  fo  this  (hould  be  affe^ed  mode-    . 
lately. 

It  is  not  worth  induftry,  or  a  direfl:  aim. 
-  When  they  are  imwiUing.to  part  with  the  efteem  of 
JDcn  upon  any  account,  but  rather  will  defert  .their. duty 
dan  endure  di%race,  prizing  the.  opinion  of  men  before 
die  fevoiu*  and  approbation  of  God ;  as  it  is  laid  of  thofe 
rulers,  who  believed  in  otir  Lord,  but  becaufe.of  the  PAa- John  zik 
f^ees  did  not  confefs  him,  that  they  might  not  be  put  out  ^^' 
tftheJynagogue,for  they  loved  the  glory  of  men,  railier 
ikon  the  glory  that  is  of  God;  and  thofe  to  whom  our 
Saviour  faid.  How  can  ye  believe,  who  receive  glory  from  John  t.  44. 
one  another,  but  do  not  feek  the  glory  that  is  of  Godf 

•  When  they  piufue  it  irregularly,  are  cunning  and  po- 
Hdc-  to  procure  it,  hunt  for  it  in  oblique  ways,  lay  gins, 
traps,  and  baits  for  it;  fuch  are  oAentation  of  things  com- 
mendable, £axr  fpeeches,  kind  looks  and  geftures,  devoid 

*0f  Booenty,  &c.    Such  ways  ambitious  and  popular  men 
'  doufe. 

•  This  pra£lice  is  upon  many  accounts  vain  and  culpable,  t;  i^nxkc 
and  it  produceth  great  inconvenience.  IIT^JuI 

X.  It  is  vain,  becaufe  unprofitable.    Is  it  not  a  foolfih*»*«^«»« 
thing,  for  a  man  to  aSeSt  that  which  little  concemethesT* 

•  hfan  to  have,  which  having  he  is  not  confiderably,  bene- 
. filed?  Such  manifeftly  is  the  good  opimon  of  men 5.  how 
-doth  that  reach  us?  Do  w<s  feel  the  conunotions  of  thoir 
tfuicy?  d^thth^  breath  blow  us  aay  good.?. 


21%  Of  Vain-Glory. 

SERM.      9.  It  is  vain^  becaufe  uncertain.    How  eafily  are  the 
LXlll.  judgments  of  men  altered !  how  fickle  are  their  concdts  I 
SuTdcdiT"  the  wind  of  heaven  is  not  more  fleeting  and  variable  than 
eras  auferet  the  wind  of  popular  air.     In  a  trice  the  cafe  is  tunwd 
idem.        ^j^jj  them  5   they  admire  and  fcom,  they  approve  and 
condemn,  they  applaud  and  reproach,  they  court  and  per- 
fecute  the  fame  'perfon,  as  their  fancy  is  cafually  moved, 
or  as.  fortune  doth  favour  a  perfon.     Hiftories  are  full  of 
inftances  of  perfons  who  have  been  now  the  favourites  of 
the  people,  prefently  the  objects  of  their  hatred  ajkl  ob- 
loquy- 
— Stultus       3.  It  is  vain,  becaufe  unfatisfad^ory.     How  can  a  man 
Sar^Tat    ^  Iktisfied  with  the  opinion  of  bad  judges  ;  who  efteem 
indignis.     a  man  without  good  grounds,  commonly  for  things  not 
deferving  regard ;  who  cannot  difcem  thofe  things  wluch 
really  deferve  efteem,  good  principles  and  honeft  inten- 
tion? Thefe  only  God  can  know,  thefe  only  wife  and  good 
men  can  well  guefs  at :  it  is  therefore  vain  much  to  price 
any  Judgment  but  that  of  God  and  of  wife  men,  which 
are  but  few.    Praife  become th  not  the  fnouth  ofafooL 
Mfusho-      How  alfo  can  a  man  rationally  be  pleafed  vwth  the 
&c.       '  commendation  of  others,  who  is  fenfible  of  his  fo  great 
mradcH '^^  defefts,  and  confcious  to  himfelf  of  fo  many  mifcarriages? 
fttm  ?         which  confidering,  he  fhould  be  afhamed  to  receive,  he 
ihould  in  himfelf  blufh  to  own  any  praife. 

4.  It  is  vain,  becaufe  fond.  It  is  ugly  and  unfeemly 
to  men;  they  defpife  nothing  more  than  a£ling  out  of 
this  principle.  It  mifbecometh  a  man  to  perform  things 
for  fo  pitiful  a  reward,  or  to  look  upon  it  as  a  vahiaUe 
xecompenfe  for  his  performances,  there  being  confidera- 
tions  fo  vaftly  greater  to  induce  and  encourage  him ;  the 
latisfa6lion  of  confcience,  the  pleafing  God,  an^  procur- 
ing his  favour ;  the  obtaining  eternal  happinefs. 

5^  It  is  v^,  becaufe  unjuft.  If  we  feek  glory  to  our- 
fdves,  we  wrong  Grod  thereby,  to  whom  the  glory  thereof 
is  due.  If  there  be  in  us  any  natural  endowment  confi-' 
deraUe,  (ftrength,  beauty,  wit,)  it  is  from  God,  the  author 
of  diar  being  and  life :  is  there  any  fupervenient  or  acqiut 
£te  pexfbdibn^  (as  (kill,  knowledge^  'wifdom ;)  it  is  from 
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God^  who  gave  us  the  means  and  opportunities  of  get-  SERM. 
ting  it,  who  guided  our  proceeding  and  blefled  our  induf-  LXIIL 
try :  is  there  any  advantage  of  fortune  belonging  to  us,    . 
(as  dignity,  power,  wealth ;)  it  is  the  gift  of  God,  who  * 

difpenfeth  thefe  things,  who  difpofeth  all  things  by  his 
providence :  is  there  any  virtuous  difpofition  in  us,  or  any 
good  work  performed  by  us;  it  is  the  produftion  of  God, 
who  workeih  in  us  to  will  and  to  do  according  to  his  ^ope2  Phil.  ii.  13. 
pleq/ure :  have  we  any  good  that  we  can  call  our  own, 
that  we  have  independently  and  abfolutely  made  or  pm*- 
cbafed  to  burfelves ;  if  not  any,  why  do  we  afTume  to 
ourfelves  the  glory  of  it,  as  if  we  were  its  makers  or.au-. 
(hors  ?  it  is  St.  Paul's  expoftulation  ;  IFho  made  thee  to  1  Cor.iv.  7. 
differ  P  what  hq/i  thou,  which  thou  didji  not  receive  ?  ana^  n  111.27. 
if  thou  didft  receive  it y  why  dojl  thou  glory,  as  if  thou  had/i 
not  received  it  P 

This  is  that  which  maketh  this  vice  fo  odious  to  God, 
who  i^  fenfible  of  the  injury  done  him,  in  robbing  him  of 
his  due  honour:  how  fenfible  he  is  he  (hewed  in  that 
great  inftance  of  fmiting  Herod  with  a  miraculous  ven- 
geance; becaufe  he  did  hot  give  the  glory  to  Gorf,  but  Aasxil.  23* 
arrogated  glory  to  hiinfelf,  receiving  with  complacence 
the  .profane  flattieries  of  the  people.  He  hath  faid,  /  will 
not  give  my  glory  to  another. 

6.  It  is  vain,  becaufe  mifchievous.  It  C(|rupteth  our 
mind  with  a  lewd  pleafure,  which  choketn  the  purer 
])leafures  of  a  good  confcience,  fpiritual  joy  and  peace. 

It  inc«[ifeth  God's  difpleafure,  who  cannot  endure  to 
iee  us  aft  out  of  fo  mean  and  bafe  a  principle. 

It  depriveth  us  of  the  reward  due  to  good  works,  per- 
formed out  of  pure  confcience,  and  other  genuine  prin- 
^ples  of  piety.     'Awexouo-i  tov  fticr^ov  They  have  their  re- Matt.  vi.  1. 
ward. 

7^  It  is  vain,  becaufe  unbefeeming  us.       ;^ 
.  It  IS  qbfervable,  that  the  word  b^iT  fignifieth  to  praife 
or  af^daud,  and  alfo  to  infatuate  or  make  mad. 

•  Glory  doth  fit  linhandfomely  upon  us,  who  are  fo  wieak 
and  frail^  who  are  fo  impure  and  finful,  who  are  fo  liable 
-to'ieprcMLch  and  blame  :  it  is  like  purple  on  a  beggar — a 
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SERM.  panegyric  upon  a  fly.  When  all  is  faid  that  can  be  weD' 
1«X111'  of  ug^  we  are  ridiculous,  becaufe  a  thouiaxid  times  more 
Jobxii.  i7.™ght  be  faid  to  our  difparagement  and  diigrace.  For' 
*|**j^*?*'one  good  quality  we  have  many  bad,  for  one  good  deed 
s.  U.  a.  we  have  done  numberlefs  evil.  The  bcft  things  we  liave 
or  do,  yield  greater  matter  of  difpraife  than  conunendar 
tion,  being  full  of  imperfedion  and  blemifh. 

Abfolutely  fo;  comparatively  much  more;  what  are 
we  in  comparifon  to  God ;  whofe  excellency  if  we  con- 
fider,  and  our  didance  from  his  perfedions,  how  can  w^ 
admit  commendation?  how  can  we  take  any  fliare  of  that 
which  is  wholly  his  due  ? 

If  we  confider  even  the  blefled  angels  and  (aints^  and 
how  far  fhort  we  come  of  them ;  what  can  we  fay,  but 
praife  them  who  are  fo  worthy,  and  abhor  ourfelves  who 
are  fo  vile  ?  .  . 

Seeing  there  are  fuch  obje3:8  of  praife,  how  can  itJ)e 
conferred  on  a  mortal,  vile,  wretched  creature  ? 

OF  ARROGANCE. 

When  a  man  (puffed  up  with  conceit  of  his  own  al»^ 
lities,  or  immeafurably  affe£ling  himfelf)  doth  afliime  to 
himfelf  that  which  doth  not  belong  to  him ;  (more  than 
in  reafon  and  juflice  is  his  due  in  any  kind,  more  honour, 
more  powe]|^ore  wifdom,  8cc.) 

When  he  encroacheth  on  the  rights,  invadeth  the  li- 
berties, intrudeth  into  the  offices,  intermeddleth  with  the 
bufinefTes,  impofeth  on  the  judgments  of  others.  When 
he  will  be  advifing,  teaching,  guiding,  checking,  controll- 
ing others,  without  their  leave  or  liking. 

When  he  will  unduly  be  exerciling  judgment  and  cenV 
fure  upon  the  perfons,  qualities,  and  aftions  of  his  neigh"- 
hour. 

Thefe  are  inflances  and  arguments  of  vicious  felf-love. 
He  that  doth  rightly  underfland  and  duly  affeft  himfelf 
will  contain  himfelf  within  his  own  bounds,  will  mind  hia 
own  affairs,  will  fuffer  every  man  undiflurbedly  to  ufe  his 
own  right  and  liberty  in  judging  and  a£dng. 

The  effeds  of  th^s  pradice  are,  diflenfions,  diflatiafac- 
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tions^  grudges^  8cc.  for  men  cannot  endure  fuch  fond  SERM. 
and  unjuft  ufurpations  upon  their  rights,  their  liberties,  1^X111. 
their  reputations.  

OJF  TALKING  OF  ONE'S  SELF. 

UepiavTokoyleiy  Talking  about  one's  f elf  is  an  effeft  and 
manifeft  fign  of  immoderate  felf-love. 

It  may  feem  a  very  flender  and  particular. matter,  but  is 
of  great  ufe  to  be  confidered  and  corrected. 

To  talk  much  of  one's  felf,  of  his  own  qualities,  of  his 
concernments,  of  his  adions,  fo  as  either  downrightly  to 
C(»nmend  one's  felf,  or  obliquely  to  infinuate  grounds  of 
oonom^ndation ;  to  catch  at  praife;  or,  however,  to  drive 
on  our  own  defigns  and  interefts  thereby. 

It  is  an  argument  of  felf-love,  proceeding  from  a  ful-» 
oefs  of  thought  concerning  one's  felf,  and  a  fond  a£Fe£tion 
to  one's  own  things;  {Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  hearty  the  Matt,  xiu 
mouth  Jpeaketh ;  affuredly  we  think  mu<?h  of  thjit,  and  we^*" 
like  it  greatly^i  concerning  which  we  are  prompt  to  dif- 
courfe :  the  imaginations  and  affections  difcharge  them- 
iblves  at  the  mouth.) 

This  is  a  fQolifh  and  hurtful  praSice.  For, 
'  I.  It  is  vain,  and  hath  no  effeft.  We  thereby  feek  to 
reconamend  ourfelves  to  the  opinion  of  men ;  but  we  fail 
therein ;.  for  our  woirds  gain  no  belief.  For  no  man  is 
looked  upon  as  a  good  judge  or  a  faithful  witnefs  in  hi3 
oym  cafe ;  a,  good  judge  and  a  faithful  witnefs  mufl  be 
iodiffejent  and  difinterefted ;  but  every  man  is  efteemed  to 
be  favourable,  to  be  partial  in  his  opinion  concerning 
lumielf ;  to  be  apt  to  drain  a  point  of  truth  and  right  in 
paffing  teiUmony  or  fentence  upon  himfelf :  he  therefore  • 
that  fpeaketh  of  himfelf  is  not  believed,  his  worda  have  no 
good  effeft  on  the  hearers :  it  is  true  what  the  Wife  Man 
obferveth  5  Mo/i  men  will  proclaim  every  one  his  own  good-  Prov.ipK.  •. 
nefSf  but  a  faithful  man  who  can  find?  (but  it  is  hard  to 
find  one  who,  in  making  report  or  paffing  judgment  con- 
cenwg  himfelf,  will  be  faithful  and  juft.)     Kaup^a<r^ai  «  2  Cor.  *li. 

%,  Yea  it  ufually  hath  a  contrary  effefl;,  sjA  deftroycth  ' 
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SBRM.  that  which  it  aimeth  at.     Self-commendation  is  fo  fsi 
LXIII.  from  procuring  a  good'  opinion^  that  it  breedeth  an  evil 
one. 

Men  have  a  prejudice  againft  what  is  faid,  as  proceeding 

from  a  fufpefted  witnefs  ;  one  who  is  biafled  by  felf-love 

ft  Cor.  z.  18.  and  bribed  by  felf-intereft  to  impofe  upon  them.     Not  he 

'thai  commendeth  himfelfis  approved. 
tCor.z.  13.     It  is  faftidious^  as  impertinent,  infignificant,  and  infipid ; 
t^'  lt»^  fpending  time,  and  beating  their  ears  to  no  purpofe  5  they 
4«^«-       take  it  for  an  injury  to  fuppofe  them  fo  weak  as  to  !» 
moved  by  fuch  words,  or  forced  into  a  good  conceits 

It  is  odious  and  invidious ;  for  all  men  do  love  them-' 
felves,  no  lefs  than  we  ourfelves ;  and  cahtiot  endure  to 
fee  thofe  who  afie£t  to  advance  themfelyes  and  reign  in 
our  opinion. 

It  prompteth  them  to  fpeak  evil  of  us ;  to  feaich  for 
faults  to  cool  and  check  us. 

It  is  therefore  a  prepofterous  and  vain  way  to  think  of 
gidning  credit  and  love:  men  thereby  in^libly  lofe  or 
deprefs  themfelves. 

Of  all  words  thofe  which  exprefs  ourfelves  and  our 
things,  /  and  mine,  8cc.  are  the  lead  pleafing  to  men's 
ears. 

It  fpoileth  converfation  5  for  he  that  loveth  to  fpeak  <A 
himfelf  doth  leaft  love  to  hear  others  fpeak  of  themfelvesi, 
and  fo  is  not  attentive. 

If  a  man  have  worthy  qualities  and  do  good  deeds,  let 
them  fpeak  for  him  5  they  will  of  themfelves  extort  com- 
mendation ;  his  iilence  about  them,  his  feeming  to  negle£k 
them,  will  enhance  their  worth  in  the  opinion  of  men. 
Prating  about  them,  obtruding  them  upon  men,  will  mar 
their  credit  5  inducing  men  to  think  them  done  not  out  of 
love  to  virtue,  but  for  a  vain-glorious  defign.  Thus  did 
tiymm,  &'  Cicero,  thus  have  many  others  bkfted  the  glory  of  their 
^e*"**"^''^  virtuous  deeds. 

i  Cor.  rU.  3.  Suppofing  you  get  the  belief  and  the  praife  you  Mm 
ft  Cor.  xi.  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  complacence  therein  is  bad  or  dangerous ;  it 
17.  is  a  fond  fatisfafbion,  it  is  a  vicious  pleafure ;  it  pufl^th 

up,  it  befooleth. 
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4*  It  18  againft  modefty.    It  argueth  the  man  hath  a  sERlt. 
Kgh  opinion  of  himfelf :  if  he  believe  himfelf  what  he  LXIIL 
fiiith,  he  hath  fo ;  if  not^  why  would  he  perfuade  others  to 
have  it  ? 

Modefty  cannot  without  pain  hear  others  fpeak  of  him, 
ftor  can  with  any  grace  receive  commendations  3  it  is 
therefore  great  impudence  to  fpeak  of  himfelf^  and  to  feek 
praife. 

5.  We  may  obferve  it  to  be  a  great  temptation  to  fpeak 
£Edfely.  Men,  when  they  aStA  conmiendation,  will  gladly 
have  it  to  the  utmoft ;  are  loath  to  wrong  themfelves,  or  to 
lofe  any  thing ;  they  will  therefore  at  leaft  fpeak  to  the 
extreme  bounds  of  what  may  be  f^d  in  their  own  behalf; 
and  while  they  run  upon  the  extreme  borders  of  truth,  it 
is  hard  to  ftop  their  career,  fo  as  not  to  launch  forth  into 
(alfehood :  it  is  hard  to  ftand  upon  the  brink,  without 
falling  into  the  ditch. 

It  is  therefore  advifable  in  our  difcourfe  to  leave  our- 
felves  out  as  much  as  may  be ;  never,  if  we  can  help  it, 
to  fay,  J,  mine,  &c.  never  feeking,  commonly  fhimning  and 
declining  occaiion  to  fpeak  of  ourfelves:  it  will  bring 
much  convenience  and  benefit  to  us. 

Our  difcourfe  will  not  be  offenfive^  we  (hall  decline 
tavj  and  obloquy ;  we  fhall  avoid  being  talked  of;  we 
Ihali  efcape  temptations  of  vanity;  we  (hall  better  attend 
to  .what  others  lay,  &c. 

If  we  will  be  fpeaking  of  ourfelves,  it  is  allowable  to 
fpeak  (incerely  and  unaffeftedly  concerning  our  infirmities 
and  faults ;  as  St.  Paul  does  of  himfelf.  3  Cor.  xii. 

There  are  fome  cafes  wherein  a  man  may  commend  t^**®^' 
himfelf;  as  in  his  own  defence,  to  maintdn  his  authority^  ri#Uim 
to  urge  his  example,  &c.  fo  doth  St.  Paul  often.    He*~'^'**- 
calledi  it  folly  to  boaft,  (becaufe  generally  fuch  it  is,)  yet 
he  doth  it  for  thofe  ends. 

Lei  another  praife  thee,  and  not  thine  own  mouth;  aProv. zxtU. 
Jbranger,  and  not  thine  oum  lips,  ^' 

THINKING  OF  OURSELVES. 
Thinking  of  ourfelves  wiih  glee  and  pleafure;  this  is  a 
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SERM.  great  nourifher  of  immoderate  felf-love;  for  the  more  they 
^^-   ^-  indulge  to  a  gazing  upon  themfelves  with  delight,  the 
more  they  grow  in  love,  the  more  paffionately  they  come, 
to  dote  on  themfelves. 

It  is  good  to  refled  inward,  and  to  view  our  fouls; 
but  we  fhould  do  it  fo  as  to  find  a  wholefome  difpleafurc 
and  regret  in  beholding  ourfelves  fo  foul  and  impure,  fo 
weak  and  defe£tuous,  fo  ugly  and  deformed:  if  we  do  thus, 
we  (hall  not  over-love  ouifelves. 

SoTne  general  Remedies  of  Self -Love. 

1.  To  refleA  upon  ourfelves  ferioufly  and  impartiallyt 
confidering  our  natural  nothingnefs,  meannefs,  bafenefe, 
imperfeAion,  infirmity,  unworthinefs ;  the  meannefs*  and 
imperfe^on  of  our  nature,  the  defers  and  deformities  of 
our  fouls,  the  fiulings  and  mifdemeanours  of  our  fives.  He 
that  doeth  this  cannot  furely  find  himfelf  lovely,  and  muft 
therefore  take  it  for  very  abfurd  to  dote  on  himfelf.  He 
will  rather  be  induced  to  diflike,  defpife,  abhor,  and  loathe 
hunfelf. 

2«-  To  confider  the  lovelinefs  of  other  beings  fuperior  to 
us;  comparing  them  with  ourfelves,  and  obferving  how 
very  far  in  excellency,  worth,  and  beauty  they  tranfcend 
us ;  which  if  we  do,  we  muft  appear  no  fit  objects  of  lof^> 
we  muft  be  checked  in  our  dotage,  and  diverted  from  this 
fond  affeftion  to  ourfelves.  It  cannot  but  dazzle  our  eyes 
and  dull  our  affcAions  to  ourfelves. 

If  we  view  the  qualities  and  examples  of  other  men, 
who  in  worth,  in  wifdom,  in  virtue,  and  piety,  do  far  excel 
^  us;  their  noble  endowments,  their  heroical  achievements; 

what  they  have  done  and  fuffered  in  obedience  to  God, 
(their  ftrifit  temperance  and  auft^rity,  their  laborious  in- 
duftry,  their  felf-deftial,  their  patience,  &c.)  how  can  we 
but  in  coraparifon  defpife  and  loathe  ourfelves  ? 

If  we  confider  the  bleffed  angels  and  fdnts  in  glory  and 
blifs;  their  purity,  their  humility,  their  obedience;  how 
can  we  think  of  ourfelves  without  contempt  and  abhor- 
rence? 

Efpecially  if  we  contemplate  the  perfeftion,  the  purity, 
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the  majefty  of  God;  how  muftthisf  infinitely  debafe  us  -in  SERM. 
our  opimon  concerning  ourfelves,   and  confequently  di-  LXIII. 
minifh  our  fond  afieftion  toward  things  fo  vile  and  un- 
worthy? 

3.  To  ftudy  the  acquifition  and  improvement  of  charity 
toward  God  and  our  neighbour.  This  will  employ  and 
transfer  our  afie^ons ;  thefe  drawing  our  fouls  outward^ 
and  fettling  them  upon  other  objeSs,  will  abolifh  or  abate 
the  perverfe  love  toward  ourfelves. 

4*  To  confider,  that  we  do  owe  all  we  are  and  have  to 
the  free  bounty  and  grace  of  God:  hence  we  (hall  fee 
that  nothing  of  efteem  or  aflFeSion  is  due  to  ourfelves ; 
but  all  to  him^  who  is  the  fountain  and  author  of  all  our 
good. 

5.  To  direft  our  minds  wholly  toward  thofe  things 

.  which  rational  felf-love  reqmreth  us  to  regard  and  feek : 
to  concern  ourfelves  in  getting  virtue,  in  performing  our 
duty^  in  promoting  our  falvation,  and  arriving  to  happi- 
nefs;  this  will  divert  us  from  vanity:  a  fober  felf-love 
will  ftifle  the  other  fond  felf-love. 


SERMON   LXIV. 


PROVIDE  THINGS  HONEST  IN  THE  SIGHT 
OF  ALL  MEN. 


Rom.  xii.  17. 
Provide  things  koneft  in  thejight  of  all  men.  ^ 

SERM.  X  HE  world  apparently  is  come  to  that  pafs^  that  men 
^XIV.  commonly  are  afraid  or  afhamed  of  religious  praAice^ 

"""""""""  hardly  daring  to  own  their  Maker  by  a  confcientious  ob- 
fervance  of  his  laws.     While  profanenefs  and  wickednefs 

Ifa.  iH.  9.  are  grown  outrageoufly  bold,  fo  that  many  declare  their 
Jin  as  Sodom  ;  piety  and  virtue  are  become  pitifully  bafh- 
ful,  fo  that  how  few  have  the  heart  and  the  face  openly 
to  maintain  a  due  regard  to  them  ?  Men  in  nothing  ap- 
pear fo  referved  and  (by  as  in  avowing  their  confcience, 
in  difcovering  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  in  exprefling  any  fear 
of  God,  any  love  of  goodnefs,  any  concern  for  their  own 
foul.  It  is  wifdom,  as  they  conceive,  to  compound  with 
God,  and  to  collude  with  the  world ;  referving  for  God 
fome  place  in  their  heart,  or  yielding  unto  him  fome  pri- 
vate acknowledgment  5  while  in  their  public  demeanour 
they  conform  to  the  world,  in  commiflion  of  fin,  or  negle6l 
of  their  duty ;  fuppofing  that  God  may  be  fatisfied  with 
the  invifible  part  of  his  fervice,  while  men  are  gratified  by 
vifible  compliance  with  their  ungracious  humours. 

Such  proceeding  is  built  on  divers  very  fallacious,  ab- 
furd,  and  inconfiftent  grounds  or  pretences ;  whereby  men 
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fgregioufly  do  abufe  themfelves  and  would  impofe  oaSERM^ 
others ;  namely  thefe,  and  the  like : 

They  would  not,  by  a  fair  fhow  and  femblance  of  piety, 
give  caufe  to  be  taken  for  hypocrites ;  whereas,  by  dif- 
fembling  their  confcience,  and  feeming  to  have  no  fear  of 
God  before  their  eyes,  they  incur  an  hypocrify  no  lefs  cri- 
minal in  nature,  but  far  more  dangerous  in  confequence^ 
than  is  that  which  they  pretend  to  decline. 

They  would  not  be  apprehended  vain-glorious  for 
afie^ng  to  ferve  God  in  the  view  of  men  j  whereas  often 
at  the  bottom  of  their  demeanour  a  moft  wretched  smd 
worfe  than  Pharifaical  vain-glory  doth  lie;  they  for- 
bearing the  performance  of  their  duty  merely  to  fhun  the 
cenfure  or  to  gain  the  refpeft  of  the  vileft  and  vaineft 
perfons. 

They  would  be  deemed  exceedingly  honeft  and  finoere, 
becaufe  forfooth  all  their  piety  is  cordial,  pure,  and  void 
of  finifter  regards  to  popular  efteem ;  whereas  partial  in-' 
tcgrity  is  grofs  nonfenfe;  whereas  no  pretence  can  be 
more  vain,  than  that  we  hold  a  faithful  friendfhip  or 
hearty  refpefik  for  God,  whom  we  openly  difclaim  or  dif- 
r^ard ;  whereas  alfo  it  is  eafily  difcemible,  that  although 
their  piety  is  not,  yet  their  impiety  is  popular,  and  affefted 
to  ingratiate  with  men. 

They  would  be  taken  for  men  of  brave,  courageous,  M)d 
jiiafcuUne  fpirits,  exalted  above  the  weakneffes  of  fuperfti- 
tion  and.  fcrupulofity ;  whereas  indeed,  out  of  the  bafeft 
cowardice,  and  a  dread  to  ofiend  forry  people,  they  have 
not  a  heart  to  2l&  according  to  their  duty,  their  judgment^ 
their  beft  intereft. 

They  would  feem  very  modeft  in  concealing  their  virtue; 
while  yet  they  are  moft  impudent  in  difclofing  their  want 
of  coirfcience  5  while  they  are  fo  prefumptuous  toward 
God,  as  to  provoke  him  to  his  f nee  by  their  difobedience ;  ife.  ix^,  a.^ 
while  they  are  not  afhamed  to  wrong  and  fcandalize  their ^-'  ^!:  ^'* 

'  ,     ,  ,  VllU  12. 

brethren  by  their  lU  behaviour. 

They  would  not  be  uncivil  or  difcomteous  in  thwarting 
the  mind  and  pleafure  of  their  company ;  as  if  in  the 
mean  lime  they  might  be  moft  rude  toward  Gpd  i$i 
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SERM.  affronting  his  will  and  authority;  as  if  any  rule  of  civility 
LXIV.   could  oblige  a  man  to  forfeit  his  falvation ;  as  if  it  were 

"■  'not  rather  moft  cruel  difcourtefy  and  barbarons  inhu- 

manity to  countenance  or  encourage  any  man  in  courfes 
tending  to  his  ruin. 

They  would  not  be  lingular  and  uncouth,  in  difooflii^ 
from  tlie  common  road  or  faihion  of  men ;  as  if  it  were 
better  to  leave  the  common  duty  than  the  conmion-faults 
of  men ;  as  if  wifdom  and  virtue  were  ever  the  nioft  vul- 
gar things ;  as  if  the  way  to  heaven  were  the  broadeft 
and  the  moft  beaten  way ;  as  if  rarity  (hould  abate  the 
price  of  good  things  ;  as  if  confpiracy  in  rebellion  againft 
God  might  juftify  or  excufe  the  faftj  as  if  it  were  advif- 
able  to  majrch  to  hell  in  a  troop,  or  comfortable  to  lie 
there  for  ever  among  the  damned  crew  of  aflbciates  in 
wickednefs. 

They  cannot  endure  to  be  accounted  zealots  or  bigots  in 
religion ;  as  if  a  man  could  love  or  fear  God  too  nuich ; 
or  be  over-faithful  and  careful  in  fer\'ing  him  ;  as  if  to  be 
moft  eameft  and  folicitous  (not  in  promoting  our  own 
fancies,  but)  in  difcharging  our  plain  duties  could  be 
juftly  reproachable^  or  were  not  indeed  highly  commcaid- 
able. 

Thefe  things  I  may  hereafter  fully  declare ;  in  the  mean 
time  it  is  manifeft  tlrat  fuch  a  praftice  is  extremely  preju- 
dicial to  religion  and  goodnefs ;  fo  that  it  may  be  very 
ufeful  to  employ  our  meditations  upon  this  text  of  the 
Apoftle,  which  direftly  doth  oppofe  and  prohibit  it. 

The  fame  text  he  otherwhere  (in  his  (econd  Epiftle  to 
the  Corinthians)  doth  repeat  in  the  fame  terms,  (only  in* 
ferting  a  claufe  more  fully  explaining  hi&  fenfe,)  backing 
his  precept  with  his  own  example;  for  We,  faith  he 
there,  did  fo  manage  the  bufinefs  of  collefiking  and  dif- 

a  Cot.  viii.  penfing  alms,  as  to  avoid  that  any  man  Jhould  blame  us  in 

*^'  ^*'       this  abundance  which  is  adminiftered  by  us  ;  providing  for 
honefi  things^  not  only  in  thejight  of  the  Lord,  but  in  the 
fght  of  men. 

The  words  do  imply  a  precept  of  very  large  extent,  and 
touching  a  great  part  of  our  duty;  even  all  thereof  which 
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is  public  diid  vHlble;  for  which  we  ax^  accountable  to  the  SERM. 
worlds  whereof  inan  can  take  any  cognizance;  which  ^XIV. 
concemeth  allimr  fpeech  and  conycrfation,  all  our  dealing 
and  commerce,  all  our  deportment  relating  to  himi£ui  fo- 
ciety,  civil  or  fpiritual. 

I  {hall  firft  a  little  confider  its  meaning  and  defign ;  then 
I  Ihall  propofe  reafons  and  inducements  to  its  obfervance; 
then  I  fhall  declare  the  folly  of  thofe  principles  and  pre- 
tences which  obftruft  that  obfervance. 

I.  The  meaning  of  it  is,  that  we  ihould  have  a  fpeeial 
eare  of  our  external  demeanour  and  converfation,  which 
Cometh  \mder  the  view  and  obfervation  of  men;  that  it 
be  exempted  from  any  offence  or  blame ;  yea,  that  it  be*'A/«v«*«'«- 
comely  and  commendable.  'Miy^rJi 

The  terms  in  which  it  is  expreffed  are  notably  empha-^^*  *•  *^' 
tical ;  we  are  direfted  wpovoav,  to  provide^  to  ufe  a  provi- 
dence and  forecaft  in  the  cafe :  ere  we  undertake  any  de- 
fign, we  ftiould  deliberate  with  ourfelves,  and  coi^der  on 
what  theatre  we  ihall  afl:,  what  perfons  will  be  fpediators, 
what  conceits  our  pra&ice  may  raife  in  them,  and  what 
influence  probably  it  will  have  on  them.    We  ihould  not 
rufh  on  into  the  public  view  with  a  precipitant  rafhnefs, 
or  blind  negligence,  or  contemptuous  difregard,  not  car- 
ing who  ftandeth  in  our  way,  who  marketh  what  we  do, 
what  confequence  our  proceeding  may  have  on  the  fcore 
of  its  being  public  and  vifible:  we  fhould  advife  before- 
-band,  lay  our  bufinefs,  and  on  fet  purpofe  order  our  beha- 
viour with  a  regai^  to  thofe  to-whofe  fight  and  notice  we 
expofe  it,  forefeeipg  how  our  adidlis  may  sSeGt  or  incline 
them.     So  we  mtift  provide;  what  things?  hoxA,  things 
fair  alfd 'handfome ;  things  not  only  good,  innocent,  and 
inofienfive  to  the  fight  of  men ;  but  goodly,  pleafant,  and 
'^^^taUe  to  well-difpofed  beholders ;  fuch  as  our  Apofile 
•d^th  otherwhere  recomn^nd,  when  he  chargeth  us  to  re- 
gard, o(m;^juira,  whatever  things  are  venerable^  ira  vpo^iX^,  PhU,  ir,  •• 
4i}hatever  things  are  lovely ^  het  6u<pY2|x«,  whatever  things  are 
of  good  repofty  i  ri^inawo^y  whatever  things  are  laudable  $ 
and  when  he  doth  exhort  us  to  walk  ewrx^f'ivot^i  handfomely  Rom.  xUl 
and  decently,  in  a  comdy  g^rb  and  fafhion  of  life:  this  iTheflliv, 

12. 


%%4     Provide  Things  hon^/i  in  the  Sighi  of  all  JM!m. 

SERM.  may  add  an  obligation  to  fome  things  not  dire&ly  pre- 
LXIV.  fcribed  by  God,  which  yet  may  ferve  to  adorn  rdi^on, 
but  it  cannot  detract  any  thing  from  what  God  hath  com- 
manded; it  doth  comprehend  all  inftances  of  {uety  and 
virtue  practicable  before  men;  it  certainly  doth  exclude 
all  commiilion  of  fin,  and  omiffion  of  duty;  for  that 
nothing  can  be  fair  or  handfome  which  is  ug^y  in  God'f 
fight,  which  doth  not  fuit  to  his  holy  vnlL 

Such  things  we  muft  provide,  fMM-ioy  wearr»¥  iof^fdmm^ 
before  all  men ;  not  only  before  fome  men,  to  whom  we 
bear  a  particular  refpe£t,  of  whom  we  fiand  in  awe,  upon 
whom  we  have  a  defign ;  but  univerfally  before  aU  men, 
.  as  having  a  due  confideration  of  all  thofe  upon  whom  our 
deportment  may  have  influence;  not  defpifing  or  di{re-< 
garding  the  obfervation  of  the  meaneft  or  mod  inconfider* 
able  perfon  whatever. 

But  in  this  pradice,  to  avoid  miiapprehenfions,  we  muft 
diftinguifh;  for  it  is  not  required  that  we  (hould  do  all 
things  openly,  nor  intended  that  we  fhould  do  any  thing 
vainly;  but  that  we  fhould  a£t  conflantly  according  to  the 
nature  and  reafon  of  things,  with  upright  and  pure  inten* 
tion :  the  ApofUe  doth  not  mean  that  in  our  praAice  we 
fhould  referable  the  Pharifees,  whom  our  Lord  reproveth 
Matt.  vi.     for  doing  their  alms  before  meuy  for  loving  to  prayjianding 
Matt  xxiii.  in  the  fynagogues,  for  doing  all  their  works  to  he  feen  of 
*•  men;  performing  thofe  aCls  of  piety  openly  in  the  comers 

of  the  Jlreety  which  fhould  have  been  done  fecretly  in  the 
clofet ;  and  fo  doing  them  out  of  vanity  and  ambitious 
defign,  to  procure  the  good  opinion  and  praife  of  men :  he 
doth  not  intend  that  we  fhould  afTume  a  formal  g9xb  of 
fingular  virtue ;  that  we  fhould  dm  to  feem  better  than 
we  are,  counterfeiting  any  point  of  religion  or  virtue  j 
that  We  fhould  affeft  to  appear  even  as  good  as  we  are, 
expofing  all  our  piety  to  common  view ;  that  we  fhould 
Matt.  Ti.  ^.  found  a  trumpet  lefore  us,  making  an  oflentation  of  any 
good  deeds,  catching  at  reputation  or  applaufe  for  them  i 
that  we  fhould  do  any  conunendable  thing  chiefly  to  ob- 
tain the  good  opinion  of  the  world,  or  to  efcape  its  cenfure : 
infinitely  far  it  was  from  the  ApofUe's  intention,,  that  w^ 
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ftmild  be  lihe  thofewhitedjepidchresj  which  appear  leauii-  SERM. 
fid  outwardy  but  are  within  full  of  dead  men*s  bones  and  all  LXIV. 
uncleanne/s  s  that  is,  like  thofe  Pharifees,  who  did  out-  Matt.  xxiu. 
wardly  appear  righteous,  but  within  were  full  ofhypocrify  ^7*  28. 
ond  iniquity:  No; 

In  feme  cafes  we  muft  be  referved,  and  keep  our  virtue 
clofe  to  ourfelves  ;  and  ever  under  a  fair  {how  there  muft 
be  a  real  fubftance  of  good,  together  with  an  honeft  inten-  t«  ^t/ntn  i- 
tion  of  heart;  a  good  confeience  muft  always  lie  at  thex.>*^^ 
bottom  of  a  good  converfation ;  the  outfide  muft  be  good,  ^^•^«. 
but  the  beft  fide  muft  be  inward ;  we  muft  endeavour  to  2.  §.  5.  ' 
&n6tify  our  life  and  converfation,  but  we  muft  efpecially 
labour  to  purify  our  hearts  and  affeftions. 

Join  the  precept  with  others  duly  limiting  it,  and  it  doth 
import,  that  with  pure  fincerity  and  unafFefted  fimplicity 
(void  of  any  finifter  or  fordid  defign)  we  ftiould  in  all  places, 
upon  all  occafions,  in  all  matters,  carefully  difcharge  that 
part  of  our  duty  which  is  public,  according  to  its  nature, 
feafon,  and  exigency,  that  is,  publicly;  not  abftaining  from 
the  pradice  of  thofe  good  deeds,  which  cannot  otherwife 
than  openly  be  well  performed ;  or  the  confpicuous  per- 
formance whereof  is  abfolutely  needful  in  regard  to  God's 
law  and  the  fatisfaftion  of  our  confeience,  is  plainly  fer- 
viceable  to  the  glory  of  God,  is  very  conducible  to  the 
edification  of  our  neighbour,  or  which  may  be  ufeful  to 
good  purpofes  concurrent  with  thofe  principal  ends :  we 
(bould  as  good  trees  from  a  deep  root  of  true  piety,  in  due  Matt.  vii. 
Jeqfon  naturally,  as  it  were,  flioot  forth  good  fruits,  not  V'     . 
(Mily  pleafant  to  the  fight,  but  favoury  to  the  tafte,  andPfai.  i.a. 
wholefome  for  ufe ;  as  St.  Paul,  who,  as  he  faith  of  him- 
felf,  that  he  did  provide  things  honeft  in  the  Jig ht  of  aWaCor.viii. 
men,  fo  he  alfo  doth  affirm,  that  his  rejoicing  was  this,  thel^^j  \  la. 
teftimony  of  his  confeience,  that  infimplitity  and  godly  fn^ 
cerity — he  had  his  converfation  in  the  world. 

There  are  indeed  fome  duties,  or  works  of  piety  and  vir- 
tue,' the  nature  whereof  ^refteth,  that  in  the  praftice  of 
them  we  ihould  be  referved;  fuch  as  thofe  wherein  the 
woild  is  not  immediately  concerned,  and  which  may  with 
beft  advantage  bet  tranfa6ted  between  God  and  our  own 

VOL.  III.  a 
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8.ERM.  fouls ;  as  private  devotion^  meditation  on  Ood^s  word  and 

LXIV.  will,  the  difcufSon  of  our  confciences,  voluntary  exercifiea 

of  penitence,  and  the  like :  fuch  aJfo  be  thofe  wherein  the 

intervention  or  notice  of  few  perfons  is  required;  as  deeds 

of  particular  charity  in  difpenfing  alms,  good  advice, 

friendly  reproof;  the  which  fort  of  duties  our  Lord  hath 

%frf»^y  taught  US  to  perform  infecretj  or  as  clofely  as  we  may; 

M»tt.vi.  4,ftudioufly  keeping  our  obfervance  of  them  from  the  eyes 

e.  of  men ;  thereby  afluring  our  fincerity  to  ourfelves,  and 

guarding  our  pradice  from  any  taint  of  vanity  or  fufpicion 

of  hypocrify ;  as  alfo  in  fome  cafes  avoiding  to  caufe  pre* 

Matt.  vi.  1.  judice  or  offence  to  our  neighbours  :  Take  heed,  faith  our 

Matt.  vi.  6.  Lord,  that  ye  do  not  your  alms  before  men;  and.  Thou,  whetf 

Matt.  vi.     thou  praye/iy  enter  into  thy  clofet ;  and.  Thou,  when  thou 

^'  f^^f  O'^oint  thine  head  and  wajh  thy  face,  that  thou  appear 

Matt,  xviii.  not  unto  men  to  faji ;  and,  Jf  thy  brother  Jhall  tre/pafs 

againji  thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and  him 

alone. 

But  there  are  divers  other  duties,  the  difcharge  whereof 
neceffarily  is  notorious  and  vifible ;  the  public  being  the 
ftage  on  which  they  are  to  be  afted;  the  tranfadion  of 
them  demanding  the  intercourfe  of  many  perfons,  who  are 
the  objeSs  or  inftruments  of  them,  or  are  fomewife  con- 
cerned in  them :  fuch  is  that  negative  duty,  of  a  general 
Pfal,  xxxiv.  nature  and  vaft  comprehenfion,  which  we  may  call  in- 
'  '  nocence ;  that  is,  a  total  abftinence  from  fin,  or  forbearance 

to  tranfgrefs  any  divine  command;  which  is  a  part  of 
Jobi.  1.  Job's  character,  That  man  was  perfeSi  and  upright,  one 
"'^'  tliat  feared  God,  and  ef chewed  evil :  the  which  duty,  being 

to  be  praftifed  at  all  times  in  every  place,  cannot  avoid 
being  obfervable. 

Such  are  alfo  divers  pofitive  duties ;  for  fuch  is  the  pro- 
feffion  of  our  faith  in  God,  and  acknowledgment,  of  big 
heavenly  truth,  revealed  in  the  Gofpel  of  our  blefled  Sa- 
Rom.  X.  10.  viour ;  which  is  ftyled  confejjing  our  Lord  before  men,  and 
is,  as  St.  Paul  telleth  us,  indifpenfably  requifite  to  fidU 
vation. 

Such  is  joining  in  that  public  adoration,  whereby  tb^ 
honour  and  authority  of  God  are  upheld  in  the  world'wUlir 
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feemly  expref&ons  of  reverence  ;  the  which  is  to  be  per^-  SfiRM. 
fonned  folemnly,  and,  as.  the  holy  Plahnift  fpeaketh,  £«  liXlV. 
the  midji  of  the  congregation.  Pfal.  xcix. 

Such  is  zeal  in  vindication  of  God's  honour,  when.oc-  *'C««".7- 
cafion  requireth,  from  Uafphemous  afperfions,  or  from 
fcandalous  offences  againil  it. 

Such  are  juftice,  equity,  fidelity,  and  ingenuity  in  our 
dealings;  meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  patience,  kindnefs,  and 
courtefy  in  our  converfe ;  peaceablenefs  in  our  carriage^ 
and  charitable  beneficence;  the  objeSs  v^hereof  are  itioft 
general,  according  to  thofe  apoftolical  precepts.  That  our  Phu.  Iy.  j . 
moderation  (or  our  equity  and  ingenuity)  he  known  unto 
all  men;  that  vj^  Jhew  all  meeknefs  to  all  men  ;  that  tt^^Tit.  m.  t. 
mu/l  notjirive,  hut  he  gentle  unto  all  men  ;  that  we  be  pa^  2  Tim.  lu . 
tient  toward  all  men;  that  we  purfue  peace  with  all  ^?^»;  J  xhcff 
that  115  we  have  opportunity y  we  Jliould  do  good  unto  all  14. 
men  ;  ihould  abound  in  love  one  towards  anothevy  and  to**  ^l^  *  *"* 
wards  all  men  ;  fhould  ever  follow  that  which  is  good,  both  ^0°^  x"*- 
among  ourfelves  and  to  all  men;  fhould  liberally  diftributeGal.vi  10. 
to  the  faints  and  to  all  men:  in  performing  which  fo  ge-  ^  '^^^^  "*• 
neral  duties,  how  can  a  man  pafs  incognito,  how  can  he  fo  i  Thefl:  r. 
deal  with  all  men  indifcemibly  ?  2  Co,  .^^ 

Such  are  likewife  gravity  and  modefty  in  our  behaviour;  i3« 
(Weetnefs,  fobemefs,  aptnefs  to  profit  and  edily  the  hear- 
ers in  our  difcourfe ;  moderation  and  temperance  in  our 
ooiporeal  enjoyments;  induftry  in  our  bufinefs  and  the 
works  of  our  calling ;  integrity  in  the  management  of  any 
office  or  truft  committed  to  us;  a  conflant  pradice  of 
which  virtues  is  not  only  enjoined  to  us  as  our  particulars  xim.  ir. 
daty^  but  for  public  example.  l,^^-  .. 

Such  arfe  feafonable  defence  of  the  truth,  and  oppofing;.  * 
of  error;  the  commendation  of  virtue,  and  reprehenfion  of 
notorious  fiuj  with  the  like. 

Such  things  muft  be  praSifed,  becaufe  indifpenfable  du- 
ties ;  but  they  cannot  be  done  out  of  fight,  or  barring  the 
obfervation  of  men;  they  do  involve  publicnefs;  they 
carry  a  light  and  luftre  with  them,  attrading  all  eyes  to 
tegtttd  them ;  it  is  as  impoffible  to  conceal  them  as  to  hide 
the  fiin  firom  all  the  worlds  or  to  conceal  a  city  that  is  fetMm.r. u, 

^2    * 
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SRRM.  upon  a  hill  \  for  nothings  as  St.  Chryfoftom  £dth,  doth  ten 
LXIV.   i^  Q  man  fo  illujiriousy  although  he  ten  thou/and  times 
'  would  be  hid,  as  an  open  pra&ice  of  virtue^. 

Wherefore  the  works  of  mercy,  laith  St.  Auftin^  the 
affe6iion  of  charity ,  thefan&ity  of  godlinefs^  the  incorrupt^ 
nefs  of  chajlityj  the  moderation  of  fobrietyy  thefe  are  per* 
petually  to  he  held,  whether  we  are  in  the  public  or  at 
home;  whether  before  men  or  in  the  clo/et,  whether  wt 
Jpeak  or  keepflence  *>. 

In  the  praQice  of  them,  it  is  true,  we  mainly  fhould  re- 

fped  the  approving  our  confcience  to  God,  with  expcA- 

1  Cor.  iv.  8.  ation  of  our  recompenfe  from  him ;  not  being  much  con- 

1  Thcff.  iu  cemed  in  the  judgment  or  pleafure  of  men,  purely  con- 

Ofd  i.  10   fi^^^^  *^  themfelves ;  not  aiming  at  any  intereft  of  crecUt 

or  profit  from  them  as  a  reward  of  our  work^ ;  We  ought, 

as  St.  Auftin  faith,  while  we  do  good,  to  be  feen,  but  we 

ought  not  to  do  it  that  we  may  be  feen;  the  end  of  our  joy, 

the  bound  of  our  comfort,  fhould  not  be  there ;  fo  that  we 

fhould  think  ourfelves  to  have  obtained  the  whole  fruit  of  a 

good  work,  when  we  have  been  feen  and  commended^ :  No, 

Eph.  vi.  6.  whatever  we  do,  we  fhould,  as  the  ApoiUe  direfleth,  do  it 

as  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  doing  the  will  of  God  from  the 

Col.  iii.  33,  heart ;  doing  it  heartily  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men  ; 

knowing  that  of  ilie  Lord  wejhall  receive  the  reward  of  the 

inheritance. 

Yet  nothing  in  the  mean  time  fhould  hinder  us  from 
performing  fuch  necefTary  duties;  flrifiiJy  and  exaftly, 
with  our  moft  diligent  care  and  endeavour,  even  in  that 
light  which  their  nature  doth  carry  in  it. 

■  OlTif  yu^  vrvf  WivnfMV  at^^a,  ir^tet,  xat  ftv^idxtf  Xetf^dvetv  fiikfirm^  if  «Mr^ 
Wilctlii,  Chryf,  in  Matt,  v.  16. 

^  Opera  mifericwrdiae,  afFcftus  charitatis,  fan6iitas  pietatis,  incorruptia 
caftitatis,  modeftia  fobrietatis,  femper  haec  tenenda  funt ;  five  cum  in  pub- 
lico fumus,  live  cum  in  domo  ;  five  ante  homines,  five  in  cubiculo  ;  five  lo- 
quentes,  five  tacentes.    j4ug.  in  Ep,  i.  Joh.  Tra£i.  8, 

^ — non  cum  famafed  cum  rerum  natura  deliberandum  eft.     Sem.  £*.  gl. 

<i  Si  times  fpe€latores  non  habebis  imitatores ;  debes  ergo  videri,  fed  non 
ad  hoc  debes  facere,  ut  videaris,  non  ibi  debet  effe  finis  gaudii  tui,  non  ibi  ter* 
minus  laetitiae  tuae,  ut  putes  te  totum  fruftum  confecutum  effe  boni  opens* 
cum  vifus  fueris  atque  laudatus.    Ibidt 
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How  much  foever  of  our  virtue  or  piety  out  of  humility  SERM; 
or  modefty  we  may  conceal,  yet  we  muft  be  careful  of  ^X"^* 
difcovering  any  vice  or  irreligion,  either  by  notorioufly 
committing  any  thing  forbidden  by  God,  or  omitting  any 
thing  conmianded  by  him. 

This  we  fhould  not  do  upon  any  terms,  upon  any  pre- 
tence whatever ;  no  wicked  fafhion  fhould  engage  us,  no 
bad  example  fhould  inveigle  us,  no  favour  of  men  fhould 
allure  us,  no  terror  fhould  fcare  us  thereto ;  we  fhould  not 
out  of  fear,  out  of  fhame,  out  of  complaifance,  out  of 
affe£l:ed  prudence  or  politic  defign;  out  of  deference  to  the 
quality,  dignity,  or  authority  of  any  perfon;  out  of  regard 
to  any  man's  deiire  or  pleafure ;  we  fhould  not  to  decline 
ofience,  envy,  blame,  reproach,  ill  treatment,  or  upon  any 
fuch  account,  comply  in  any  finful  praftice,  wave  any  duty, 
ncgleft  any  feafon  of  performing  a  good  deed,  whereby  we 
may  glorify  God,  or  edify  our  neighbour,  or  promote  the 
vrelfare  of  our  own  foul. 

To  fuch  a  praftice,  according  to  the  intent  of  St.  Paul's 
injunAion,  we  are  obliged ;  and  thereto  we  may  be  in- 
duced by  divers  confiderations,  particularly  by  thofe 
which  we  fhall  now  propofe. 

I,  We  may  confider   that  the  public   is  the  proper.  Bona  con- 
natural, and  due  place  of  goodnefs;  it  fhould  dwell  inpjJjdirlT 
the  light,  it  fhould  walk  freely  and  boldly  everywhere,  itv»^l<;etcon- 
fhould  expofe  itfelf  to  open  view,  that  it  may  receive  fromnequitia 
rational  creatures  its  due  approbation,  refpeA,  and  praife ;  ^"t^^^" 
it  by  publicnefs  is  advanced,  and  the  more  it  doth  appear,  Ep.  27. 
the  more  beautiful,  the  more  pleafant,  the  more  ufefid  it 
is;  yielding  the  fairer  luflre,  the  greater  influence,  the 
better  efTefts;  thereby  difFufing  and  propagating  itfelf,  be- 
coming exemplary,  inflruftive,  and  admonitive;  drawing 
lovers  and  admirers  to  it ;  exciting  and  encouraging  men 
to  embrace  it :  wherefore  it  is  very  abfurd  that  it  fhould    * 
fculk  or  fneak ;  it  is  a  great  damage  to  the  public,  that  it 
(hould  retire  from  common  notice. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  proper  for  wickednefs  never  to 
appear  or  to  fhew  its  head  in  view ;  it  fhould  be  confined  P"*"*  ™*- 
to  darknefd  and  folitude,  under  guard  of  its  natural  keeper^^  timore  aut 
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SBRM.  (hame  and  fear  5  it  (hould  be  exterminated  from  all  con- 
LXI V.  verfation  among  rational  creatures,  and  baniihed  to  the  in- 
pudore  na-  fcmal  fliades :  publicnefs  doth  augment  and  aggravate  it ; 
tura^rfu-  ^q  niore  it  is  feen,  the  more  ugly,  the  more  loathfome, 
^/^. cap.]. the  more  noxious  it  is;  its  odious  (hape  being  dilclofed^ 
^3^17*/'  its  noifome  fleams  being  difperfed,  its  peftilent  effefts  being 
conveyed  thereby. 

Wherefore  to  Another  virtue  (that  fair  child  of  light)  in 

Rom.  xiii.  privacy,  and  to  vent  fin  {the  works  of  darknefs)  openly,  is 

Eph.v.  11.  quite  to  tranfplace  things  out  of  their  natural  fituation  and 

order ;  according  to  which  we  are  taught  by  our  Lord, 

John iii. 3 J. that  he  that   doeth  truth  cometh  to  the  light,  that  his 

Eph.  V.  19.  deeds  may  be  manifeji;  and  by  St.  Paul,  that  every  one 

who  doeth  evil  hateth'  the  light,  neither  cometh  he  to  the 

light,  lejl  his  deeds  Jhould  be  reproved :  fo  indeed  it  is,  and 

will  be,  where  confcience  retaineth  its  due  fway  and  force  ^ 

where  a  due  refpefl:  and  reverence  are  preferved  for  good- 

nefs. 

As  that  any  good  cometh  from  detection  of  fin  is  an 
accidental  advantage ;  fo  that  any  mifchief  doth  ever  fol- 
low the  manifeftation  of  virtue  is  an  unnatural  abufe ;  the 
which  may  well  be  prevented :  there  can  be  no  danger  of 
aAing  any  good  moft  evidently,  if  we  do  withal  aft  fin- 
cerely,  having  purified  our  hearts  from  diflioneft  intention 
and  from  ambitious  vanity;  the  fear  of  which  (hould  not 
wholly  drive  virtue  under  the  hatches  and  bring  vice  upon 
the  ftage.     But, 

2.  We  fhould  confider,  that  we  cannot  really  in  any 
competent  or  tolerable  meafure  be  good  men,  without 
approving  ourfelves  fuch  in  our  converfation  before  men. 

Whatever  may  be  pretended,  it  commonly  doth  happen, 
and  it  ever  is  to  be  fufpefted,  that  the  invifible  piety 
which  is  not  accompanied  with  vifible  confcientioufnefs  is 
felfe,  or  is  no  piety  at  all ;  or  that  they  who  have  little 
care  and  confcience  to  ferve  God  publicly  have  much  lefs 
to  ferve  him  privately ;  or  that  fuch  as  betray  a  fcandalous 
negligence  of  their  ways  will  hardly  maintain  a  careful 
watch  over  their  hearts ;  for  the  fame  caufes  (be  it  profane 
infidelity,  or  loofenefs  of  principles,  or  fupine  inco^tancy. 
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OT  floth,  or  ftupidity)  which  difpofe  them  to  difregard  SERM. 
God  and  his  laws  before  the  world,  more  effeftually  will  I»XIV. 
incline  them  to  neglefl:  God  and  forget  their  duty  by 
themfelves^  where  befide  their  own  confcience  there  is  no 
witnefs^  no  judge,  no  cenfor  to  encourage  or  reproach 
them.  But  admit  it  poffible,  and  put  cafe,  that  fometimes 
the  heart  and  converfation  may  not  run  parallel ;  that  a 
man  may  better  govern  his  interior  thoughts  and  affec- 
tions than  he  doth  manage  his  exterior  behaviour  and 
a^ons;  that  a  man  fecretly  may  cleave  to  God,  although 
he  feemeth  openly  to  defert  him ;  yet  this  will  not  fuffice 
to  conflitute  or  denominate  a  man  good ;  becaufe  much  of 
goodnefs,  as  we  have  (hewed,  even  the  nobler  half  thereof, 
(that  part  whereby  God  is  moil  glorified,  and  whereby  the 
ivorid  is  inoft  benefited,)  doth*lie  in  open  and  vifible  prac- 
tice: that  virtue  therefore  muft  be  very  imperfefl:,  that 
obedience  muft  be  very  lame,  which  is  deficient  in  foJam.a.  i^ 
great  a  part. 

As  there  Can  be  no  fair  pretence  to  goodnefs,  where  lb 
little  thereof  is  confpicuous  5  fo  there  can  be  no  real 
integrity  thereof,  where  fo  much  of  duty  is  wanting, 

Our  Lord  hath  taught  us,  that  every  tree  is  known  iyLukcvi.44« 
Us  fruit ;  and  St.  James  faith,  that  faith  is  Jhewed  by  *°*' "'  ^  ' 
works;  and  fo  it  is,  that  a  man  can  hardly  be  good  in  any 
leafonable  degree  without  appearing  fuch.  Impiety  may, 
•but  piety  cannot  be  quit^  concealed.  As  gold  may  be 
coimterfeited,  (for  all  is  not  gold  that  gliftereth,)  yet  true 
gold  always  doth  look  like  gold;  fo  although  bad  men 
fometimes  may  feem  good,  yet  good  men  alfo  muft  feem 
iuch,  appearing  in  their  own  native  temper  and  luftre. 

Goodnefs  cannot  be  difguifed  in  the  fliape  of  evil,  be- 
caufe fimplicity  and  innocence  are  eftential  ingredients  of 
it;  any  mixture  of  notorious  fin,  any  vifible  negle6t  of 
daty  afliiring  (yea  formally  making)  a  want  of  it>  or  a 
real  deleSt  therein :  it  may  be  daubed  with  falfe  afper- 
fions,  it  may  be  dimmed  by  the  breath  of  unjuft  and 
nmcharitable  cenfures ;  but  wiping  them  off,  its  natural 
hue  certi^ly  will  appear. 

Wherefore  if  we  woi]^  fatisfy  purfelvee  in  our  own  con- 

a4 
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SERM.  fciences,  or  juftify  ourfelvcs  to  others,  that  we  are  truly 

LXIV.   good,  we  muft  (without  partiality,  or  di(tingui(hing  be- 

(Num.  XV.  tween  public  and  private)  like  the  holy  Pfahnift,  haae  re- 

39, 40.)     fpeSi  unto  all  God's  commandments;  we,  like  Zachary  and 

Luke  i.  6.   Elizabeth,  muft  walk  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordi- 

"•^^f**-,  nances  of  the  Lord  blamelejs;  we  muft,  like  David,  accom- 

futrdf^u.    plifli  all  God's  wills;  we  muft  obferve  St.  Paul's  rule,  to 

Aasxiii.     qIJIqiji^  ^^i  ravTos  eihu$  %ovrjpo\J,  from  both  every  kind  of 

1  Thcff.  V.  evily  and  every  lad  appearance.     But  fertlier, 

^^'  3-  A  great  care  of  our  good  behaviour  before  men  is 

neceflary  in  regard  to  Almighty  God ;  whofe  juft  intereft 

is  preferved,  whofe  due  homage  is  payed,  whofe  honour 

is  promoted  thereby ;  the  fame  being  greatly  prejudiced 

and  impaired  by  the  contrary  defiEulance. 

It  is  a  clear  point  of  juftice  toward  God,  as  to  render  all 
obedience  to  him,  fo  particularly  that  which  confifteth  in 
an  open  acknowledgment  and  fervice  of  him ;  for  as  he 
made  and  doth  preferve  not  only  the  heart,  but  the  tongue, 
the  members,  the  whole  man,  fo  all  muft  concur  in  ren- 
Rom.  12. 1.  dering  their  tribute  of  reverence  and  fervice  to  him. 
1  Cor.  x:        The  Apoftle  doth  prefcribe,  that  whatever  we  do^  we 
^^'  Jhould  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God;  and  well  he  might,  feeing 

that  to  glorify  God  is  indeed  to  execute  the  main  defign 
of  our  creation,  to  apply  our  faculties  to  their  beft  ufe,  to 
achieve  the  moft  proper  and  moft  excellent  work  whereof 
we  are  capable ;  to  do  that  which  is  the  worthieft  and 
happieft  employment  of  angels,  which  all  the  company  erf 
heaven,  with  moft  ardent  defire,  with  moft  zealous  ambi- 
tion, with  reftlefs  endeavour,  doth  purfue;  and  this  we  can- 
not better,  we  cannot  otherwife  do,  than  by  an  apparent 
good  converfation.     For, 

He  that  apparently  in  all  his  a6Uons  maketh  confcience 
of  obeying  God's  laws,  thereby  doth  evidence  his  firm 
perfuafion  concerning  the  exiftence  and  providence  of  God; 
doth  adhere  to  him  againft  all  adverfaries  of  piety,  and  all 
temptations  to  rebellion ;  doth  avow  his  fovereign  majefly 
and  authority ;  doth  yield  him  due  veneration  and  obedi- 
ence; doth  fhew  right  apprehenfions  of  him,  and  juft  affec- 
tioxis  towards  him ;  implying  that  he  doth  moft  highly 
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efleem   him,  doth  moft  heartUy  love  him,  doth  chiefly  SERM. 
dread  him,  doth  repofe  his  truft  and  hope  in  him  for  all  his  LXIV. 
happinefs;  hath  a  great  opinion  of  his  wifdom,  a  great 
awe  of  his  power,  a  great  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs ;  the  which 
praAice  is  in  itfelf  a  direfl:  and  formal  glorification  of  God, 
in  his  own  perfon. 

He  alfo  thereby  doth  farther  promote  the  glory  of  God, 
inftrufting,  exciting,  and  encouraging  others  to  the  like 
practice  of  deferring  refpeft  and  fervice  to  God ;  for  natu- 
rally men  have  fuch  a  capacity,  fuch  aptitude,  fuch  pro- 
clivity to  religion,  (or  to  the  acknowledgment  and  worfliip 
of  their  Maker,)  that  when  they  behold  others  ferioufly 
and  eameftly  purfuing  it,  they  are  eafily  drawn  to  confpire 
therein ;  efpecially  thofe  who  are  not  utterly  perverted  and 
corrupted  by  ill  cuftom. 

And  whereas  good  converfation  hath  a  native  beauty,  ♦A^rSf^  i*'- 
affe£iing  beholders  with  delight;  whereas  the  fruits  of *J"^ ^^f'"** 
virtue  have  a  pleafing  fweetnefs,  grateful  to  all  who  tafte  r^  Ja;»»«» 
them;  men  from  that  fight  and  that  fenfe  will  prefently^^'J?^^ 
be   moved  to   commend  the  wifdom,  and  to  blefs  the  J^-'wyp^rf- 
goodnefs  of  him,  who  was  pleafed  to  inftitute  fo  excellent  2^/^^,  4,, 
a   religion,  to  enaft  fo  beneficial  laws,  to  prefcribe  fo 
wholefome  duties  to  us:  for  when,  faith  the  moft  divine*'or«»y«^a(. 
father,  an  infidel Jhall  fee  thee,  a  believer,  to  he  xargora^jxe-  ^cM.  &Jhi 
vov^-^/iaunchyfobery  orderly ,  he  will  be  ajiondy  and  willfajf.,  ^'.  (p«  S34.) 
In  truthf  great  is  the  God  of  Chriftians:  What  men  hath  he  . 
made!  what  perfons  out  of  what  petfons  hath  he  made 
them!  how  from  men  hath  he  made  them  angels!  If  one 
altife  them,  they  do  not  rail;  if  one  fmite  them,  they  do 
not  refent;  if  one  injure  them,  they  pray  for  him  that  doeth 
the  offence;  they  know  not  to  remember  ill  turns,  they  fkill 
not  to  be  vain,  they  have  not  learnt  to  lie,  they  cannot  abide 
to  forfwear,  or  rather  to  fwear  at  all,  but  fooner  would 
choofe  to  have  their  tongue  cut  out,  than  to  let  an  oath  flip 
out  of  their  mouth. 

So  may  we  really  glorify  God ;  and  otherwife  than  by 
open  prance  we  cannot  do  it ;  for  glory  doth  require  k 
pdblic  ftage ;  it  implying,  as  Seneca  faith,  the  confent  of 
many  worthy  perfons  declaring  their  efteem ;  it  beings  as 
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BERM.  Cicero  defineth  it^  the  agreeing  praife  of  good  men,  with 
^XIV.   an  incorrupted  vote  judging  well  of  an  excellent  virtue^, 
"  Wherefore  toward  our  being  enabled  to  glorify  God, 

two  things  muft  concur;  that  we  be  good  men,  and  that 
we  be.  openly  fuch. 

That  we  be  good  men,  becaufe  otherwife  our  conmicn- 
Noneftfpe-dation  will  have  no  worth,  or  weight;  for  prai/'e  is  not 
^^^J^  comely  in  the  mouth  offnners:  it  is  no  ornament  to  be 
tons.  commended  by  ill  men,  to  whofe  words  little  regard  is  due, 
9.        *^Mittle  truft  can  be  given. 

That  we  be  good  openly,  avowing  God  in  pra&ice  con- 
ducing to  his  honour;  otherwife  no  glory  can  accrue  to 
him  from  our  goodnefs :  we  may  ferve  God,  and  pleafe 
him  in  private ;  but  we  cannot  by  that  fervice  glorify  him ; 
at  leaft  at  prefent,  and  here  in  this  world.  It  is  true,  the 
^  Thefll  i.  clofefi  piety  will  yield  glory  to  God  at  the  laft,  when  our 
**  Lord  Jhall  come  to  he  glorified  in  his  faints j  and  admired 

in  them  that  believe;  but  to  defign  fuch  a  future  glori- 
fication of  God  is  not  enough ;  it  is  our  duty  to  glorify 
God  now,  that  we  may  be  rewarded  for  it,  and  that  he 
may  requite  us  with  glory  hereafter. 
'nal.l.a3.       God  himfelf  telleth  us  in  the  Pfahn,  fVhofo  offereth 
praife,  he  glorifieth  me;  and  how  can  praife  be  offered,  or 
to  what  purpofe  will  it  be  offered,  otherwife  than  appa- 
rently, either  in  word  or  deed,  by  oral  or  by  real  expref- 
fion,  to  the  ears  or  to  the  eyes  of  men,  fo  as  to  occafion 
in  them  the  produftion  of  worthy  conceptions  and  due 
affe^Uons  toward  God  ?  In  fuch  a  manner  the  holy  man 
Pfal.  zxiu  did  offer  it,  who  faid,  /  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my  bre- 
cvii  "a*.  ^*  ^hren,  in  the  midft  of  the  congregation  I  will  praife  thee;  I 
ciz.  ao.      will  praife  the  Lord  with  my  whole  heart,  in  the  affembly 
of  the  upright,  and  in  the  congregation:  he  did  it  fometimes 
with  his  mouth,  which  is  a  notable  part  of  our  converfa- 
tion;  but  we  may  do  it  continually  by  our  life;  for.  He,  faith 

*  Gloria  confenfum  multorum  exigit Confentire  in  hoc  plures  initgnes 

et  prsftantes  viri  debent,  ut  claritas  fit.     Sen,  Ep,  102. 

Gloria  eft  confentiens  laus  bonorum  incorrupta  voce  bene  judicantiuro  de 
excellenle  virtute.  Cic,  3.  Tufc,  inlt, 

Gloria  eft  frequens  de  aliquo  fama  cum  laude.    Clf.  it  Iwo,  ii.  39 «  , 


JRwide  TMngs.konqft  in  the  SighL of  all  Men.      235 

St.  Auftin,  who  prdifeth  God  iuith  his  tongue^  cannot  do  SERM. 
that  always  ]  lut  he  that  praifeth  God  by  his  manners  can  LXIV. 
■always  do  it  ^. 

This  motive  is  by  the  great  mafters  of  our  Chriftian 
prance  frequently  urged ;  for, 

St.  Paul  wiflieth  the  Philippians  to  he  filed  with  theVfiSl.uiu 
fruits  of  righteoufnefsy  which  are  by  Jefus  Chri/l  unto  the 
praife  and  glory  of  God;  he  prayeth  for  the  Theflalonians^ 
that  God.  would  fulfil  all  the  good  pleafure  of  his  goodTiefs,  a  Thcff.  i. 
and  the  work  of  faith  with  power ,  that  the  name  of  our^^ 
Lord  Jefus  Chri/i  might  b^  glorified  in  them;  he  particu- 
krly  doth  incite  the  Corinthians  to  works  of  charity,  that 
hy  that  miniftration   men  might  be  induced  to  glorify  ^Cbt.'ix. 
Gody  rendering  him  thankful  praife  for  their  beneficial  ^^"^^^^ 
obedience. 

St.  Peter  likewife  doth  exhort  all  Chriftians  to  have  iVa^w, 
their  converfation  honeji  among  the   Gentiles^  that  they}^\  , 
might  by  their  good  worksy  which  they  fhould  behold^  glo-  litt^Mms. 
rify  God,  in  the  day  of  viftaiion,  (that  is,  perhaps,  when 
they  carefully  do  view  and  reflect  on  them.) 

Our  Lord  himfelf  thus  chargeth  his  difciples.  Let  your  Matt.  v.  16. 
iigkt  fo  Jhine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good 
works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven ;  they  Chryf. 
did  obferve  his  command,  and  the  effefi  did  foUov^,  many 
being  converted  to  God  no  lefs  by  the  radiant  integrity  of 
their  life,  than  by  thcvperfuafive  efficacy  of  their  doQxine : 
and^  hi  /Ai5,  faith  our  Lord  again,  is  my  Father  glorified,  John  xv.  s. 
if  ye  bear  much  fruit:  what  fruit  was  that  ?  what  but  of 
jgood  works,  vifible  to  the  eye  and  perceptible  to  the 
tafie ;  otherwife  how  could  men  thence  find  caufe  to  glo- 
rify God? 

Iq  fine,  this  is  declared  to  be  the  pecfuUar  defign  of  our 
religion,  or  of  the  whole  Chriftian  inftitutioa;  to  this  end 
we  are  made  a  chofen  getiereUion,  a  royal  priefihood,  a  holy  1  Pet.  il.  9. 
nation^  a  peculiar  people,  that  we  Jhould  Jhew  forth  the 
praifes  (or  virtues)  of  him^  who  hath  called  us  out  of  dcarkr 

f  Qui  Deuiki  laudat  lingua,  non  femper  poteft;  qui  moiibiu  XHum  ]au4^ 
lemper  poteft.    Aug,  in  i.  ^.  M*  7>.  g. 
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SERM.  nefs  to  his  marvellous  light.;  not  only  by  our  profefiion, 
LiXIV.  \yy^^  jjj  Qm-  pra6Uce  declaring  his  goodnefs. 
Tit.  i.  16.  On  the  other  hand,  by  ftifling  our  virtue  and  con- 
fcience,  in  an  open  compliance  with  fin,  or  negleft  of  our 
duty,  we  greatly  fliall  difhonour  God ;  for  thereby  in 
effeft  we  deny  him  and  defert  him ;  we  injure  his  ma- 
jefly,  and  difclaim  our  allegiance  to  him ;  we  intimate  our 
mean  opinion  of  him,  and  fmall  affection  to  him;  wc 
betray  our  want  of  reverence  to  his  excellency,  of  dread 
to  his  greatnefs,  of  love  to  his  goodnefs,  of  hope  in  his 
promifes  and  gracious  overtures  of  mercy,  of  fear  in 
regard  to  his  fevere  juftice  and  fierce  menaces ;  fo  imme- 
diately we  difhonour  him,  and  we  thereby  alfo  do  coun- 
tenance difrefpeft  and  difobedience  to  him;  and  our  beha- 
viour tendeth  to  produce  or  to  confirm  the  like  irreligious 
difpofitions  of  mind  and  impious  pra6tices  in  others;  fo 
that  with  horrible  difingenuity  we  crofs  the  defign  of  our 
creation,  and  violate  our  greateft  obligations  toward  our 
Maker. 

Indeed  what  greater  affront  or  more  heinous  indignity 
can  we  offer  to  Grod,  than  openly  before  the  world,  ly  the  - 
Tit.  i.  16.  moft  real  expreffion  of  our  worksy  to  deny  and  difown  him;'^ 
than  to  be  notorioufly  afhamed  or  afraid  to  avow  him  foi — 
our  Lord  and  Mafter;  than  to  exprefs  no  fenfe  of  owrrz 
duty  to  him,  no  reverence  of  his  authority,  no  gratitudes 
for  his  benefits  to  us ;  than  vifibly  to  prefer  any  other  con- — - 
fi4eration  or  worldly  advantage  before  a  regard  to  his  wS^ 
tDd  pleafure  ? 

In  this,  open  fin  doth  outgo  private  wickednefs,  an(7 
putteth  down  even  the  woHl  hypocrify,  (befide  its  ovra,) 
that  it  not  only  offendelh  God,  but  forely  woundeth  his 
honour,  and  expofeth  his  glorious  name  to  contempt ;  by 
which  confideration  fuch  mifcarriages  are  frequently  ag- 
gravated in  holy  Scripture  ;  fo  in  the  Prophets  God  com- 
plaineth  of  his   people,   for  having  by  their  fcandalous 
^^^K"         crimes  profaned  his  holy  name  among  the  heathen;  fo  St. 
If.  lii.'a.  "*  Paul  expoftulateth  with  the  Jew,  Thou  that  hoafiqfi  of  the 
Rofn.ii.23.;^ji,^  through  breaking  the  law  di/honoureji  thou  GqdP  fo 
^Sam.  xii.  Nathan  told  David,  that  God  would  punifli  Jiii»>  hecaufe 
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\y  his  lad  deed  he  had  given  great  occqfion  to  the  enemies  SERM. 
0/  the  Lord  to  llqfpheme.     But,  hXlV. 

4*  We  ihould  be  careful  of  our  good  behaviour  in  the 
fight  of  men,  that  we  may  thereby  maintain  the  dig- 
nity and  repute  of  our  Chriftian  profeffion,  which  by  our 
naughty  or  negligent  demeanour  will  be  much  difparaged 
and  difgraced. 

Moft  evident  it  is  to  reafon,  that  a  vifible  practice,  con- 
formable to  the  rules  of  our  religion,  cannot  otherwife 
than  exceedingly  commend  and  grace  it ;  for  how  can  the 
goodnefs  of  a  rule  more  furely  obtain  its  due  commenda- 
tion, than  froipri  its  being  applied  to  obfervable  pra6lice 
and  experience  ? 

Affuredly  charity,  meeknefs,  humility,  patience,  fo- 
briety,  difcretion,  and  all  Chriftian  virtues,  as  in  them- 
felves  they  are  very  amiable  and  venerable  to  all  men,  as 
they  yield  great  benefit  and  much  pleafure  to  thofe 
whom  their  confequences  do  touch ;  fo  they  do  ingratiate 
the  law  which  prefcribeth  them,  they  bring  efteem  to  the 
principles  whence  they  are  derived;  he,  as  the  Apoftle Rom. siv. 
faith,  that  in  thefe  things  Jerveth  Chrifty  is  both  acceptahle^^* 
to  God  and  approved  of  men^  as  the  follower  of  a  moft 
excellent  rule. 

We  may  alfo  confider,  that  a  confpicuous  pra£tice, 
atccording  to  our  reUgion,  is  a  demonftrative  proof  that 
w^e  do  ferioufly  and  firmly  embrace  it,  or  that  we  are 
heartily  and  fteadily  perfuaded  of  its  truth;  which  is  na 
fmall  credit  to  any  profeffion;  arguing  that  it  hath  a  goOd 
foundation  in  reafon,  apt  to  bottom  and  fuftain  a  folid 
faith. 

•  And  as  thereby  we  pregnantly  do  evidence  that  we 
Qurfelves  do  highly  value  the  noble  privileges,  the  excel- 
lent promifes,  the  precious  rewards  exhibited  in  the  Gof-" 
pel ;  fo  we  thereby  do  breed  a  like  eftee^l  in  others ;  upon 
whom  the  authority  of  men  apparently  virtuous  and  con- 
icientious  infallibly  will  have  a  forcible  influence. 
.  Such  a  pra£tice  will  have  a  great  ftroke  toward  evinc- 
hig  the  truth  and  reality,  the  perfect  excellency,  the  not- 
4)^e  ftreng;th  and  efficacy  o£  our.  religion ;  plainly  fhew- 
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SERM.  ing,  that  it  is  not  a  mere  name,  an  idle  pretence^  a  weak 

^^^^'  fancy,  a  dry  fpeculation,  a  chimerical  dream  ;  but  a  vigor** 

ous  and  mafculine  principle,  able  to  produce  moft  worthy 

frmts  of  fubilantial  goodnefs,  profitable  to  men;  conducible 

to  our  own  welfare,  and  to  the  benefit  of  others. 

As  gallant  actions,  becoming  a  noble  rank,  elevated 
above  the  vulgar  level,  do  illuibTite  and  dignify  nobility 
itfelf ;  fo  doth  a  worthy  converfation,  befeeming  our  high 
ilation  in  the  heavenly  kingdom,  our  near  alliances  to 
God,  thofe  fplendid  titles  and  glorious  privileges  affigned 
to  every  faithful  Chriftian  in  the  evsuigelical  charter,  ren- 
der our  flate  admirable,  and  make  it  feem  an  excellent 
advantage  to  be  a  Chriftian. 

Hence  in  the  apoftolical  writings  an  obfervance  of  the 
evangelical  laws  is  fo  much  and  often  enforced  by  this 
confideration ;  for  upon  this  account  we  are  exhorted  to  a 
Tit.  ii.  10.  careful  difcharge  of  our  duty,  that  we  may  adorn  the  lioc^ 
trine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things;  we  are  urged  to 
Phil  i.  27.   have  our  converfation  worthy  of  the  Gofpel;  to  walk  woT" 
^h.'v^a!'  '%  ^f  ^^^  vocation  wherewith  we  are  called,  to  behave 
Rom.  xvi.  ourfelves  a^  worthily  becometh  faints,  (that  is,  perfonsiniti- 
tuted  in  fo  holy  a  religion,  and  defigned  to  fo  peculiar 
Eph.  v.  8.  excellency  in  virtue;)  to  walk  as  children  of  the  lig/U,  (that 
1  Theff.  ii.  is,  of  truth  and  knowledge  revealed  from  heaven;)  to  walk 
^^'  worthy  of  God,  who  hath  called  us  unto  his  kingdom  and 

Col.  i.  10.  glory ;  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  well-p leafing,  being 
fruitful  in  every  good  work;  the  which  enforcements  of 
duty  do  imply  a  vifible  praftice,  producing  the  vifible 
effefts  of  ornament  and  credit  to  our  religion,  recom- 
mending it  to  the  minds  and  confciences  of  men. 

Contrariwife,  the  defeft  of  good  converfation  before 
men  in  Chriftians  is  upon  divers  accounts  dilgracefid  to 
our  religion.     For, 

It  tempteth  men  to  judge,  that  we  ourfelves  do  not 
heartily  believe  its  truth  or  value  its  worth ;  that  we  do 
not  approve  its  doftrine  for  reafonable,  or  take  its  advan-. 
tages  for  confiderable ;  or  deem  the  name  and  ftate  of  a 
Chriftian  to  be  honourable ;  feeing  we  are  not  concerned 
to  own  them^  or  do  not  oare  to  engage  our  reputation  ia* 
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avowing  and  abetting  them  in  that  way  which  doth  beftSERM. 
fignify  our  mind  and  meanings:  for  men  certainly  will  I^XIV. 
judge  of  our  fenfe  not  fo  much  by  what  we  fay  as  from 
what -we  do;  not  by -our  verbeJ  profeffion  or  pretence,  but 
from  our  practice,  as  the  fureft  indication  of  our  heart. 

Wherefore  when  they  hear-us  to  confefs  our  faith,  and 
fi^  us  a&  like  infidels,  they  will  be  forced  to  efteem  us 
either  for  fubdolous  hypocrites  or  for  inconfiftent  fools ; 
who  aiTume  the  name  of  Chriftians,  and  pretend  to  great 
advantages  thence,  yet  in  eflfeft  do  not  mind  or  regard 
them;  highly  commending  the  rules  of  our  religion,  but 
not  at  all  obferving  them;  greatly  admiring  the  example 
of  our  Saviour,  but  not  caring  to  imitate  it;  defcribing 
heaven  for  a  moft  happy  place,  but  not  ftriving  to  get 
thither  in  the  fole  way  which  our  Lord  prefcribeth,  of 
fiuthful  and  diligent  obedience  to  his  precepts. 

Seeing,  I  fay,  this  repugnance  between  our  profeffion 
amd  our  praftice,  will  induce  men  to  charge  us  with  hy- 
pocrify  or  folly;  and  if  the  profeflbrs  be  taken  for  coun- 
terfeits or  fools,  the  profeffion  itfelf  will  hardly  fcape 
from  being  held  impofture  or  folly. 

Our  religion  at  leaft  will  thence  be  expofed  to  the  cen- 
fures  of  being  no  better  than  a  fond  device,  and  a  barren 
notion,  unprafticable^  inefFe£tual,  and  infignificant  to  any 
good  purpofe. 

The  vifible  mifbehaviour,  I  fay,  of  Chriftians  will  affiir- 
cdly  derive  obloquy  and  reproach  on  Chriflianity,  if  not 
as  bad,  yet  as  vain,  impotent,  impertinent  and  ufelefs; 
efpecially  thofe  who  are  difaffefted  to  it  will  hence  take 
advantage  to  infult  upon  it  with  contemptuous  fcom ;  To 
what,  will  they  fay,  do  your  fine  rules  ferve  ^  what  eBe6ts 
do  your  glorious  hopes  produce  ?  where  are  the  fruits  of 
that  holy  fcdth  and  heavenly  doftrine  which  you  fo  extol 
and  magnify  ? 

Whereas  alfo  bad  converfation  commonly  doth  not 
only  deprive  men  of  the  benefits  which  our  religion  pro- 
mifeth,  but  doth  carry  Witk  it  hurtful  fruits ;  men  that  fee 
or  feel  them  will  be  apt  to  impute  them  to  religion. 
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SERM.      If  ^  Chriftian  be  unjuft,  cenforious,  famous,  anywife 
LXIV.   offenfive  or  troublefome,  although  irreligion  be  the  caufe 

" of  fuch  things,  yet  religion  muft  bear  the  blame^  and  they 

prefcntly  exclaim. 

Quantum  religio  potuit  fuadere  roalorum. 

Whence  St.  Paul  (who  as  a  powerful  inftrufitor  doth 

imprefs  matters  of  duty  by  the  moft  proper  motives)  doth 

often  and  upon  all  occafions  urge  this  confideration ;  he 

ttCor.vi.  a-chargeth  us  to  give  no  offence  in  any  things  that  the  mtni" 

i^n^'^*^  ft^  (or  evangelicfj  difpenfation)  be  not  blamed^  or  ex- 

pofed  to  the  cenfure  of  any  captious  Momus  5  he  biddeth 

us  to  forbear  harfh  judgment  and  all  uncharitable  dealing, 

Rom.  xiv.  ^^^  ^"''  S^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  Jpoken  of;  he  prefleth  the  dif- 

i6»  charge  of  our  duty  in  each  calling  and  relation,  that  by 

iTim.vi.  i.negleft  thereof  the  Gofpel  be  not  defamed :  Let,  faith  he, 

as  many  fervanis  as  are  under  the  yoke^  count  their  own 

majiers  worthy  of  all  honour^  that  the  name  of  God  and 

Tit.ii.  5.     '^^^  doSirine  be  not  blajphemedj  and.  Let  women  be  difcreet, 

chajie,  keepers  at  home,  good,  obedient  to  their  own  huf 

1  Tim.  V.    bandSi  that  the  word  of  God  be  not  blafphemed;  and,  I 

**•  will  that  younger  women  marry,  bear  children,  guide  the 

houfe,  (fo  as)  to  give  no  occajion  to  the  adverfary  (that  is,  to 

perfons  difaffefted  to  Chrillianity)  to  fpeak  reproachfully 

(of  it) :  which  difcourfe,  by  clear  parity  of  reafon,  may  be 

applied  to  any  other  ftate  or  relation. 

Now  ferioufly  what  greater  mifchief  can  we  do,  what 
heavier  guilt  may  we  contraft,  than  by  working  difhonour 
to  God's  adorable  name^  than  by  cafting  reproach  on 
God's  heavenly  truth,  than  by  drawing  a  fcandal  on  that 
holy  religion,  which  the  Son  of  God  came  down  from 
heaven  to  eftablifli,  for  the  glory  of  God  and  falvation  of 
mankind  ?  Surely  next  after  dire£Uy  blafpheming  God,  and 
Rom.  ii.  24.  defying  religion  with  our  own  mouths,  the  next  crime  is 
1/  vfMs.  to  make  others  to  do  fo,  or  in  effeft  to  do  it  by  their  pro- 
fane tongues. 

There  remain  divers  arguments  of  very  great  moment^ 
which  the  time  will  not  fuffer  me  to  urge  5  and  therefore 
I  muft  referve  them  to  another  occafion. 


SJSRMON  LXV. 


PBOYWZ  THINGS  HONEST  IN  THE  filGHT  OF 
ALL  MEN. 


Rom,  xii.  17. 
Provide  things  kon^  in  thejight  of  all  men. 

JL  HAV£  foFpoerly  4ifcour&d  upon  this  apoftolical  pk'e-  SERM. 
.cef>ts  and  having  decjar^  the  meaning  of  it,  (briefly  ixn-  LXV. 
f!ortiog  Uiat  we  <bpuld  have  a  fpecial  care  of  our  external 
fceiutviour,  copskig  :under  the  view  and  obfervation  of 
fli^n,  that  it  be  peirfcK^y  innocent  and  inculpable,)  I  did 
fttapok  covers  motives  Inducing  to  the  obfervance  of  it  j 
but  divers  others  of  ^peat  importance  the  time  would  not 
4U0W  me  to  urge ;  I  Ihall  therefore  now  proceed  to  oflFer 
^bam  to  your  confidemUon, 

I  did  ihen  4hew  that  a  regard  to  the  reafon  and  nature 
oi  thills,  to  the  fatisfa^on  of  our  confcience,  to  the  ho-* 
now  of  .<jrod^  and  to  the  credit  of  our  religion,  did  require 
from  us  a  good  converfation  before  men ;  I  now  farther 
add^  that, 

I*  The  ceal  iotereft  of  piety  and  virtue  do  exa6l  fuch  a 
cooyeriatipn,  as  the  moft  effeAual  way  of  upholding,  ad- 
yanciE^,  and  propagatmg  them  among  men. 

Examine  is  a  very  powerful  thing  either  way,  both  for 
attJcadion  to  good,  aiid  fedudion  to  evil;  fuch  is  the  na* 
tucei:^  men,  that  they  are  more  apt  to  be  guided  by  the 
practice  of  others  than  by  their  own  reafon,  and  more 
4e;afily  can  write  after  a  copy  than  by  a  rule  s  that  they 

VOL,  III.  & 
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SERM.  are  prone  to  imitate  whatever  they  fee  done^  be  it  good 

^^^'    or  bad,  convenient  or  inconvenient,  profitable  or  hurtful, 

emulating  the  one,  and  aping  the  other;  that  they  love 

to  be  in  the  fafliion,  and  will  go  aoywhither  in  company, 

prefuming  of  fupport,  defence,  and  comfort  therein  5  that 

they  will  fatisfy  their  minds  and  juftify  their  doings  by 

any  authority,  deeming  that  laudable  or  allowable,  or  at 

leaft  tolerable  and  excufable,  for  which  they  can  allege 

precedents ;.  judging,  that  if  they  are  not  Angular,  they 

are  innocent,  or  however  not  Very  culpable ;  that  hardly 

they  will   undertake    any   thing  without   countenance, 

whereby  their  modefty  is  in  fome  meafure  fecured,  and 

partners  engaged  to  bear  a  fhare  with  them  in  the  cen- 

fOpe  to  which  their  deportment  is  liable.    Hence  a  vifible 

good  converfation  will  have  a  great  efiicacy  toward  the 

promotion  and  propagation  of  goodnefs ;  the  authority  of 

that  being  adjoined  to  the  native  worth  and  beauty,  to 

the  rational  plaufibility,  to  the  fenfible  benefit  of  virtue, 

will  cogently  draw  men  to  it ;  it  will  be  a  clear  pattern, 

whereby  they  (hall  be  informed  what  they  are  obliged 

and  what  they  are  able  to  perform  j  it  will  be  a  notable 

fpur,  fmartly  exciting  them  to  mind  and  purfue  their  duty; 

it  will  be  a  vigorous  incentive,  inflaming  their  courage, 

and  provoking  an  emulation  to  do  well. 

The  vifible  fuccour  and  countenance  of  many,  efpouf- 
ing  the  caufe  of  goodnefs  by  their  praftice,  will  affuredly 
bring  it  into  requeft  and  vogue,  and  thence  into  current 
ufe  and  fafhion;  fo  jufl  a  caufe  cannot  fail  to  profper, 
having  any  reafonable  forces  to  maintain  it ;  it  will  have 
great  ftrength,  great  boldnefs  and  aflurance,  when  a  con- 
fiderable  party  doth  appear  engaged  on  its  fide. 

Yea,  fometimes  even  the  example  of  a  few  will  do  it 
great  fervice ;  the  rarity  giving  a  fpecial  lufl:re  to  their 
virtue,  and  rendering  it  more  notable;  according  to  that 
intimation  of  the  Apoftle,  when  he  thus  doth  exhort  the 
•Philippians  to  a  cheerful  and  forward  praftice  of  good- 
Phil.  u.  14,  jjefg .  j)q  all  thingSy  laith  he,  without  murmurings  and 
difpuiings;  that  ye  may  he  hlamelefs  and  harmUfsy  the 
fons  of  God,  without  rebuke  in  themid/i  of  a  ^crooked  and 
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perverfe  generation,  among  whom  ye  Jhine  as  lights  in  the  SERM. 
world.  LXV. 

A  good  converfation  doth  notify  good  men  to  one  an-  • 

other j  and  draweth  them  togetl;ier,  and  combineth  them 
in  a  party,  for  the  protection  of  goodnefs,  heartening  and 
aiding  one  another  therein. 

Such  advantages  gcrodnefs  doth  always  need;  for  it 
cvier  hath  in  the  world  many  adverfaries, '  ftriving  by 
violent  force  to  beat  it  down,  or  by  treacherous  fraud  to 
fupplant  it;  who  ufe  their  authority  and  intereft  to  fup- 
prefs  it;  who  by  their  evii  example  do  feduce^from  it; 
who  labour  by  detrafikion  to  blaft  it,  by  fcom  and  re- 
proach to  difcourage  it,  by  divers  temptations  and  bdts 
to  entice  from  it ';  who  combining  their  forces  with  the 
wicked  fpirits,  and  with  the  corrupt  inclinations  of  iheh> 
do  raife  a  mighty  party  for  wickednefs. 

Wherefore,  to  balance  fuch  oppoiitions,  goodnefs  doth 
need  friends  to  maintain  it ;  not  only  friends  in  heart,  or 
fecret  well-wifhers ;  but  open  friends,  who  frankly  will 
avow  it,  and  both  in  word  and  deed  will  ftoutly  abet  it. 

A  demure,  bafhful,  timorous  friendfliip,  will  rather  pre- 
judice than  help  it;  for  nothing  will  more  animate  its 
fi>es  to  aflail  and  perfecute  it,  than  obferving  its  friends  to 
dink  and  fneak:'  ^hen  good  men  hide  their  faces,  as  if 
they  were  afhamed  of  their  goodnefs,  then  bad  men  will 
grow  more  impudent  and  itlfolent  in  their  outrages 
againft  it. 

Wherefore,  if  we  would  have  goodnefs  hold  up  its  head, 
we  muft  openly  take  its  part ;  if  we  would  not  be  guilty 
of  its  ruin,  we  muft  ftand  iip  to  uphold  it ;  for  whoever 
openly  complieth  with  fin,  or  negleAeth  his  duty,  may 
well  be  charged' with  its  ruin;  fince  if  thoti  fo  deferteft 
goodnefs,  another  after  thy  pattern  may  do  the  like,  and 
a  third  may  follow  him ;  fo  the  negleft  of  it  may  foon  be 
propagated,  until  at  length  it  may  be  quite  abandoned, 
and  left  deftitute  of  fupport :  if  it  doth  not  thus  happei), 
it iviUas  to  thee  be iacwiehtal,  and  no  thanks  to  thee  for 
its  better  fbrtnne. 

The  decknfion  of  piety  is  not  perhaps  more  to  be 
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^ERM.  afcribed  to  any  other  caufe  than  to  this,  than  thatinen 
LXV.    who  approve  goodnefs  in  their  hearts  are  fo  backward  to 
'  Ihew  it  in  their  pradice ;  that  good  men  do  fb  afie£t  re- 

tirement and  wrapping  up  their  virtue  in  obicurity ;  that 
moft  men  think  it  enough  if  in  the  caufe  of  reli^onagainft 
profanenefs  and  diflblutenefs  they  appear  neuters,  and  io 
not  impugn  it :  for  if  in  a  time  -61  infeftion  all  found  men 
do  {hut  up  themfelves,  and  all  fick  men  walk.abmd^  how 
neceflarily  muft  the  plague  reign  in  the  place  } 

II.  Charity  toward  our  neighbour  demandetfa  fram  nt 
a  great  care  of  our  converlation  before  men. 

The  law  of  charity^  which  is  the  great  law  .of  Chrifii- 

axiity^  doth  oblige  us  earneftly  to. further  our  neigfahour's 

good  of  all  kinds,  efpeciaUy  that  which  is  .incom{Maably 

his  beft  good,  the  welfare  of  his  foul ;  which  how  can  we 

better  do,  than  by  attra£Ung  him  to  the  peffbrmance  ctf 

his  duty  to  God,  and  by  withdrawing  him  from  diecom- 

miffion  of  fin  ?  And  how  can  we  do  that  without  an  i^ 

parently  good  converfation,  or  without  plainly  declaring, 

as.occafion  fheweth,  for  virtue,  both  in  word  and  deed? 

how  can  a  fhy  refervednefs  conduce  tathat  end?  what  wiH 

invifible  thoughts  or  afie^ons  of  heart  confer  thereto } 

Rom.  XIV.       It  is  a  precept  of  charity,  that  we  ihould  purfue  things 

1  Cor.  xiv.  wherewith  one  may  edify  another:  and  how  can  we  per- 

«6.  form  that  duty,  without  imparting  our  mind,  and,  as  it 

were,  transfiifing  it  into  others ;  fo  as  by  converting  than 

from  error  and  fin,  by  inftilling  good  principles,  by  exciting 

good  refolutions,  to  lay  in  them  a  foundation  of  good-^ 

nefs,  or  by  cherifhing  and  Improving  the  lame  to  rear  a 

ftrufture  of  virtue  in  them  ?  how  can  we  mutuallyediiy 

without  mutually  advifing  virtue,  exhorting  to  it,  recom« 

mendlng  andnmpreflSng  it  by  our  exemplary  behaviour  ? 

na^ttKttxu'      The  Apofiles  do  enjoin,  diat  we  fhould  exhori  tine  an^ 

1  TheS^v!^'*^^  a«i  edify  one  another;  that  we  ihould  confider  one, 

11.  .another,  to  provoke  (or  to  whet  and  inftigatet  one  another) 

E^^^'^f**/o  love  and  to  good  works;  the  which  can- nowife;be  per- 

lu(rf*i>.       formed,  without  exprefsly  .declaring  for  goodnefs  and  rc- 

markables  a£ling  in  its  behalf:  to  commend  and  prefs  i| 

by  word  is  a  part  of  our  duty  j  but  not  :all  of  it,  nw  fuf- 
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fic^ent  to  thb  purpoTe;  efpocially  feeing  we  cannot  ui^  S£RM. 
that  with  good  confidence>  nor  (hall  be  held  ferious  m    ^XV. 
pleadifug  for  it,  which  we  do  not  ourfelves  embrace  in  """"""'** 
praAice;  for  how  can  we  expe£):  that  our  reafon  fhould 
convince  others,  when  it  doth,  not  appear  really  ta  have 
perfiiaded  ourfelves,  when  our  doings  evidently  do  argue 
thd  weakueft  xA  our  difcourfe  ? 

Words'  hardly  will  ever  move  without  pra£dce,  al* 
though,  piadke  fometimes  will  perfuade  v^thout  words  | 
WcardsDg' to  that  q£  St«  Peter,  Ye  wives,  be  infuhjedim  ta  1  Fet.  m.  1. 
y^ur  own  lu^/bandsj  that  if  any  obey  not  the  wordy  they  may 
UfiibonU  the  word  be  won  by  the  converfcUion  of  the  wives, 
while  they  bekoUyour  chqfte  converfation  coupled  with  fear,, 
(or  due  reverence  to  them,) 

A^un  $  We  are:  frequently  commanded  to  fhun  the  giv*  1  Cor.z.dd. 
i^  O^V  <#^^we>  or  tks  putting  a  Jlumblin^^block,  or  a'l9"ci>J^Yi.8. 
ocaafim^.  iafall,  in  the  way  of  our  brother  ;  that  is,  to  doR<»n«»^- 
any  thing,  which  ai^ywifb  may  confer  to  his  incurring 
my  fin :  the  which  precepts  are  violated  not  only  l^  porr 
(iiv^  and;  a^ve  influence,  by  propofing  erroneous,  dofGh 
trine,  Qvil  advice,  6:audident  enUcements  to  fin,  or  difcoii^ 
rngsQip^nts  firom  duty;  but  alfo  by  withholding  the  m^am 
fexviog  tP  prevent,  his  tranfgreflion;  fuch  as  a  tacit  induJgr 
epQe  or  qomiiv^nce,  when  good  admonition  may  reclaim 
hiqif  the  omifiSpn  of  good  example,  when  it  is  fealibnablei 
aii4  pix^bly  m^y  prove  efficacious :  for  thefe  negle^a 
hftve  4  moraJt  caufality,,  inidtucing  or  encouraging  the  com-r 
niiffipn.of  fin;  our  filenge,  our  forbearing  to  a£i:,  oiu-  de* 
diAV^  bir  opportunities  to  guide  him  into  the  right  way 
will  bo  takj^  fpr  iigns  of  approbajdon  and  confent;  and 
confequently  as  arguments  to  juftify  or  to  excufe  bad 
pni£ticet  in  proportion  to  the  authority  and  efteen;i  we 
h$,Vf^lt  whkh  ev^r  will  be  fome  in  this  cafe,  when  they 
&vour  the  infirmity  of  men. 

Qharity  doth  feather  oblige  us,  upon  juft  cauf^  aAd  in 
JH^  £»lbti»  to  .check  and  reprove  our  neighbour  mifde^ 
meaning  himfdf ;  for,  Ifam  the  dyirderly,  i^dTthe  Apo- 1  Theff.  v. 
m;  Md»  Bm$^mfeUomfhipy  f^th  he,  with  the  ujifruitful^^^^  ^  ^^ 
mnM  ^  iMmeff^  kut  rMther  reprove  them;  ai¥^  7Aot( Levu. xU. 

B3  ''' 
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SERJiiL Jhali  not^  faith  the  Law,  hate  thy  brother  in  thy  heart, 
LXV.    /^Qi^  Jkalt  in  any  wife  rebuke  thy  neighbour ,  and  not  fuf' 
fer  Jin  upon  him :   where  forbearance  of  reproof  1%  im- 
plied  to  fhew  not  only  a  defed:  of  charity,  but  hatred  of 
our  brother ;  and  a  good  reafon  is  intimated  for  it,  be- 
caufe  in  fo  doing  we  fufler  fin  to  lie  upon  him;  not  hin- 
dering his  progreis  in  it,  not  endeavouring  his  converfion 
from  it :  but  reproof  is  an  overt  ad ;  involving  fomewhat 
of  opennefs  and  plain  freedoni,  fuch  as  the  Wife  Man 
Prov.  xxii.  <Joth  prefer  before  clofe  good-will;  for.  Open  rebuke,  laith 
he,  is  better  thanfecret  love. 

We  are  all  thus  far  the  keepers  of  our  brethren ,  and  it  is 
a  charge  incumbent  on  us,  by  all  good  means  to  preferve 
them  irom  the  word  of  mifchiefs. 

In  fine,  there  is  pl^nly  nothing  more  inconfiftent  with 
true  charity,  than  fuch  a  compliance  with  fin  or  negle6t 
of  duty  in  the  fight  of  our  neighbour,  which  is  fcandalous, 
or  may  prove  contagious  to  him ;  for  how  can  we  Ipve 
him,  whofe  chief  good,  whofe  eternal  welfare  we  do  not 
tender  ?  whom  we  do  not  fear  to  feduce  into  the  way  of 
extreme  mifery,  or  do  not  at  leafl:  care  to  lead  into  the  way 
of  happinefs  ?  whom  without  any  check  we  can  fuffer  to 
forfeit  the  beft  goods,  and  to  incur  the  faddeft  calamities  ? 
Wherefore  if  the  love  of  ourfelves  and  a  fober  regard 
to  our  own  welfare  be  not  fufficient  to  induce  us,  yet  a 
charitable  difpofition  and  a  concernednefs  for  our  neigh- 
bour (for  our  brethren,  our  relations,  our  friends)  fhould 
move  us  to  a  good,  innocent,  virtuous,  fruitful,  and  ex- 
emplary converfation :  if  we  do  not  care  to  fave  ourfelves, 
Rom.  xiv.  yet  let  it  pity  us  to  damn  and  deftroy  others  by  our  neg- 
ligence. 

III.  But  if  charity  will  not  move  us,  yet  juftice,  ex- 
afting  from  us  a  care  of  our  good  converfation  before 
men,  fhould  conflrain  us  thereto. 

Exemplary  and  edifying  converfation  is  a  debt  which 
we  owe  to  the  world,  a  good  office  impofed  on  us  by  the 
laws  of  common  humanity. 

When  without  our  own  hurt  or  inconvenience  we  can 
do  confiderable  good  to  our  neighbour,  he  hath  a  title 
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thereto,  (granted  by  the  common  Author  of  our  nature,  SERM. 
the  ablblute  Lord  of  all  we  are  or  have,)  and  he  may  juftly  LXV. 
demand  it  from  us;  as  we  in  like  cafe  might  claim  it 
from  him,  and  certdnly  would  in  matters  agreeable  to 
our  humour  expeft  it :  wherefore  feeing  good  converfa- 
tion  not  only  doth  not  harm  or  incommode  us,  but  is 
moft  beneficial  to  ourfelves,  and  it  exceedingly  may  be- 
nefit our  neighbour,  it  is  moft  juft  that  we  fhould  afford  it 
to  him ;  it  is  no  more  than  fair  dealing  to  do  it ;  to  neg- 
left  it  is  a  real  injury  to  him. 

To  fet  ill  example  before  our  neighbour,  or  (which  is  in- 
part  and  in  efieft  the  fame)  to  withhold  good  example 
from,  him,  (for  not  to  give  a  good  example  is  a  bad  thing, 
and  fo  a  bad  example ;  this,)  I  fay,  is  plainly  a  great  ini- 
quity, and  a  wrong  to  him.     For, 

Is  it  not  an  injury  to  offer  a  cup  of  poifon  to  any  man, 
to  invite  him  to  drink  it,  to  be  his  tafter  of  it,  fo  drawing 
bim  to  take  it  off  without  fufpicion  or  fear  of  deadly  mif- 
chief?  is  it  not  an  injury  to  forbear  warning  him  thereof, 
ornot  to  deter  him  from  it,  when  it  ftandeth  before  him, 
and  he  is  ready  to  put  it  to  his  mouth  ?  would  not  fuch 
a  man  in  all  confcionable  efteem  pafs  for  a  niurderer  of 
his  neighbour  ? 

Is  it  not  a  great  wrong  to  carry  any  man  out  of  his 
way  (out  of  a  right,  eafy,  fair,  and  fafe  road)  into  mazes, 
thickets,  and  (loughs,  or  into  intricate,  foul,  dangerous 
by-ways?  Is  it  not  wrongful,  when  he  doth  wander  or  err, 
not  to  reduce  him  thence,  not  to  fet  him  in  the  right 
way? 

Is  it  not  very  foul  dealing  to  bring  a  man  to  a  fteep 
precipice,  and  thence  to  leap  down  before  him  ?  is  it  not 
fo,  not  to  ftop  him,  when  he  is  on  the  brink,  and  blindly 
moving  forward  to  caft  himfelf  down  headlong  ? 

If  thefe  be  injurious  dealings,  then  palpably  it  is  tax 
more  fuch  to  yield  any  enticements  or  encouragements, 
yea  not  to  put  obftruftions,  if  we  are  able,  to  our  neigh- 
bour's incurring  fin,  which  to  his  foul  is  all  thofe  things ; 
the  moft  baneful  venom,  the  moft  woful  exorbitancy,  the 
moft  permoious  gulf  that  can  be. 

R4 


l^S    Prmnde  Tkmgt  hxm^  in  ih»  Sight  of  all  Mert. 

SBRM.      We  by  Jinning  do  not  onlyi  a»  the  Wife  Man  laith^ 

LXV.    turong  our  own  fouls ^  but  we  do  alfo  wrong  the  fouls  of 

J^^~JJ"  others ;  drawing  them  or  driving  them^  by  the  efficacious 

86.  impulfe  of  our  example,  into  mifchief  and  mifery ;  for, 

1  Cor.  viii.  IVhetiy  fiuth  St.  Paul,  yefnfo  again/l  the  Ireihren,  and 

^^'  wound  their  weak  confcience,  ye  Jin  again/l  Chriftt  he  there 

fpeaketh  of  bad  example;  the  which  he  not  only  affinneth 

to  be  finful  in  regard  of  Chrift,  but  calleth  it  finning 

againft  oiu*  brethren* ;  and  fuppofeth  that  we  thereby  do 

tyirrtrnt    wouud  or  fmitc  their  confcience ;  which  to  do  is  fnrdy 

^^l^^^i^J    no  le&  wrong  to  them,  than  if  we  fhould  aflault^  beat, 

*r»t»5r«M—  and  wound  their  bodies ;  the  wounds  of  oonfcienCe  being 

of  all  moft  grievous,  and  producing  moft  infupportable 

Piov.  zTiii.  afliidion ;  according  to  that  of  the  Wife  Man,  Tkejphrii 

^^*  of  a  man  will  bear  his  infirmities,  but  a  wounded  Jfnrii  who 

can  bear P 

Indeed  by  thus  hurting  our  neighbotu*,  we  do  him  a 
wrong,  not  only  very  great  in  itfelf,  but  fuch  as  may  pnh- 
bably  be  irreparable,  for  which  hardly  we  can  ever  be 
able  to  make  him  any  reftitution  or  compeniation ;  for  a 
better  example  fcarce  will  reach  all  whom  a  bad  example 
hath  touched ;  the  beft  example  hardly  will  avail  to  undo 
that  which  a  bad  example  hath  done ;  if  thereby  we  have 
engaged  our  neighbour  in  fin,  we  by  no  means  can  reftore 
Lam.  V.  16.  his  loft  innocence,  or  prevent  his  faying.  Woe  be  to  me, 
for  I  havefnned:  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  recover  him 
into  that  ftate  (that  found  condition  of  foul)  from  which 
we  did  move  him ;  it  will  however  coft  him,  if  not  a  final 
iCor.  viii.  niin,  yet  a  fore  repentance ;  the  pangs  whereof  no  com* 
penfation  which  we  can  yield  will  requite:  the  woimds 
which  we  thereby  do  inffi6t  may  rankle  and  prove  incur- 
able; they  afluredly  will  find  no  eafy  cure;  they  muft  how- 
ever either  in  confequence  or  in  the  corre£Uon  be  very 
painful ;  and  they  will  leave  an  ugly  fear  behind  them. 

The  injuilice  of  this  pra6Uce  may  alfo  farther  appear 
upon  divers  fpecial  accounts. 


acvrit,  'X§tuv.     C^nfi*  Ap,  ii.  I7. 
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All  men  efteem  pity  a  debt  which  one  man  oweth  to  SE&lf^ 
another,,  as  liable  to  grief,  and  mifery>  (the  obligation ^^V. 
whereto  is  written  in  the  bowels  of  each  man;)  which 
pity  will  incline  to  fuccour  the  obje£fc  of  it  in  danger  or 
diftrefs;  wherefore  every  man  by  the  natural  law  is  bound 
to  endeavour  the  prevention  or  the  refcue  of  another  fall- 
ing into  mifchief ;  according  to  that  of  St.  Jude,  0/7^m«jade  33^33. 
have  aympaffionj  making  a  difference^  and  others  fave  with 
fear^  pulling  them  out  of  the  Jtre;  whence  to  draw  mea 
into  fin  by  ill  practice,  or  not  to  reftrain  them  from  it  by 
good,  is  unjuft,  as  a  pitilefs,  hardhearted,  cruel  thing  ^. 

Again;  All  men  hold  flattery  to  be  a  practice  very 
abufive,  or  more  than  fimply  wrongful;  as  with  injury 
jcmiing  contempt  and  cozenage ;  taking  advantage  of  a 
man's  infirmity  to  work  prejudice  to  him ;  it  is  indeed 
a  mifchievous,  a  pernicious,  and  withal  a  perfidious,  eak 
infidious,  an  enfnaring  pra&ice ;  for,  A  flattering  mouthy  Prov.  zuu 
fiuth  the  Wife  Man,  worketh  ruin;  andj  A  man  thatflat^  pSVour  b 
iereth  his  neighbour,  jffreadeth  a  net  for  his  feet :  but  flat*  decdtfol. 
tery  is  not  only  verbal;   the  worft  flattery  is  not  that^J^'**^^ 
wiMsreby  men  foodi  and  gloze  with  their  lips,  encoungv-ProT^sxiz. 
ing  Others  by  fictitious  conunendations  to  perfift  in  bad^' 
cour&s ;  there  is  a  tacit  flattery,  when  by  our  connivance 
at  fin  we  feem  to  approve  it;  there  is  a  real  flattery,  when 
by  our  compliance  with  fin  we  recommend  it  to  our  ca- 
merades ;  thefe  do  not  look  fo  grofsly,  yet  do  infinuate 
our  mind,  and  commonly  do  inveigle  to  fin  more  eSdC* 
tually ;  men  being  more  apt  to  truft  our  deeds  than  our 
words,  being  more  pleafed  in  our  vouching  their  actions 
by  a  participation  in  them,  and  nmning  a  common  hazard 
with  them,  than  in  our  draining  to  comimend  or  to  ex*^ 
cufe  them :  whence  it  is,  that  grofs  flattery  hath  its  efieft 
chiefly  upon  fimpkr  folks,  but  this  fubtile  flattery  doth 
often  gull  and  abufe  perfons  of  greateft  capacity. 

Again;  A  good  converfation  before  men  is  a  part  of  that 
due  refped  which  we  owe  to  them.    There  is  a  regard 

^  1  Sam.  iii.  13.    (His  fons  made  tbemfelycB  vile,  and  he  reftrained  thcnJi 
aoc) 
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SERM.  and  a  kind  of  reverence  to  be  had  toward  every  man; 
^^^'  which  ftiould  engage  us  to  behave  ourfelves  decently  in 
his  prefence,  fignifying  a  confideration  and  elleem  of  his 
perfon,  of  his  opinion,  of  his  refentment,  of  his  afleflion 
toward  us :  to  do  any  foul  or  unhandfome  thing  is  a  con- 
tempt of  him,  a  rudenefs  toward  him,  an  affront  put  on 
him;  whereby  in  effeft  we  do  flight,  difparage,  and  re- 
proach him ;  implying,  that  we  do  little  value  his  judg- 
ment, that  we  care  not  for  his  good-will ;  that  we  pre- 
fume  he  hath  not  the  fenfe  to  difcem,  or  hath  not  the 
fpirit  to  diflike,  or  mufl:  have  the  patience  to  comport 
with  our  unfeemly  and  unfavoury  carriage.  And  if  to  do 
other  unhandfome  things  before  men  is  fuch  an  indignity 
ofiered  to  them,  then  it  is  efpecially  fuch  to  comjnit  ifin 
before  them,  which  is  the  mod  ugly,  the  moft  fordid,  the 
moft  loathfome  behaviour  that  can  be ;  there  is  no  defor- 
mity, no  turpitude  in  nature  comparable  to  fin ;  nothing 
fooffenfive,  fo  diilafteful,  fo  abominable  to  a  rational  fenfe; 
fo  that  the  Wife  Man's  faying  is  very  true,  taken  any  way, 
Prov.  xiT.  He  that  defpifeth  his  neighbour ^finneih :  it  is  both  a  fin  to 
^*"  *'•  *^'  contenm  him,  and  finning  is  an  alignment  of  contempt 
toward  him;  nor  can  we  better  obferve  St.  Peter's  in- 
iPct  ii.  ir.jimftion,  that  we  honour  all  men^  than  by  forbearing  to 
fin  in  their  prefence,  out  of  refpeft  to  them.   But  farther, 

IV.  Let  us  confider,  that  a  good  converfation  before 
men  is  a  public  benefit,  a  great  advantage  to  the  world 
and  common  ftate  of  men. 

It  is  not  only  a  good  office  of  charity  to  this  or  that 
man ;  but  it  layeth  a  general  obligation  on  our  country, 
on  our  age,  on  pofterity  itfelf  5  upon  which  a  fruitful  life, 
an  exemplary  virtue  may  have  notable  influence. 

As  notorious  fin  is  a  plague  to  the  world,  throwing  in- 
fection and  death  about  it ;  provoking  the  wrath  of  Hea- 
ven, and  thence  deriving  vengeance  on  it ;  fo  notable  vir- 
tue is  a  general  bleffing,  producing  moft  wholefome  and 
comfortable  effefts  to  mankind. 

For  how  can  one  more  oblige  the  public,  than  by  con- 
ferring help  to  uphold  the  reputation,  and  to  propagate 
the  entertainment  of  thofe  things,  which  are  the  main 
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props  of  the  world,  for  the  fake  of  which  it  ftandeth,  and  S£RK« 
by  the  means  of  which  it  is  fuftained;  than  by  preferving    J^XV.  . 
the  virtue  and  power  of  confcience,  which  is  the  band  of 
all  focicty,  the  guardian  of  faith  and  honefty,  the  beft  eti- 
furer  of  juftice,  order,  and  peace  in  the  State,  (that  which 
exalteth  a  nation j  and  eftahliflieth  a  kingdom;)  than  by  pro-  Pror.  xnr. 
ducmg  and  promoting  thofe  things  which  certainly  will    *  "' 
procure  the  favour  and  bleffing  of  God  on  any  people  ? 

How  can  a  man  better  deferve  of  the  world,  than  by 
concurring  to  flop  the  contagion  of  fin,  and  the  over- 
fpreading  deluge  of  iniquity,  together  with  all  the  lament- 
able mifchiefs  confequent  on  them;  than  by  averting 
the  fierce  wrath  and  fevere  judgments  of  God,  which  a 
general  prevalence  of  wickednefs  neceflarily  will  bring 
down  ? 

Moft  men  pretend  to  be  concerned  even  for  the  honour 
of  their  country;  and  how  can  we  better  promote  that 
than  by  checking  the  progrefs  oifiuj  which  v^dU  not  Only  Prov.  xiV. 
be  the  bane,  but  iy,  as  Solomon  telleth  us,  the  reproach  of^^' 
any  people  P 

It  may  poflSbly  be,  it  hath  really  been,  that  the  confpi- 
cuous  virtue  of  a  few  men  (yea  fometimes  of  one  fingle 
perfon)  hath  leavened  a  country,  hath  feafoned  an  agfe^ 
hath  unbued  pofterity  with  an  admiration  of  goodnefs> 
and  with  an  afTedion  to  it.  {One  rnany  faith  St.  Ghryfo-. 
ftom,  inflamed  with  zeal  may  fuffice  to  reform  an  entire  '  /■' 

people^.)     So  among  the  Pagans  one  perfon  did  fet  up 
the  ftudy  of  morality,  and  worthily  was  ftyled  the  parent  Socnxe^ 
o/*(that  moft  ufeftd)  philofophy  ;  whereby  he  did  exceed- ^^i«^^- 
ingly  benefit  mankind,  and  did  confer  nmch  toward  pre-rens.  Cic. 
paring  men  for  the  reception  of  our  heavenly  philofophy. 

Such  our  Lord  defigned  his  Apoftles  to  be;  for,  K,Mattv.i3, 
fisuth  he,  are  the  lights  of  the  world,  ye  are  the  fait  of  the^^' 
earth  ;  and  fuch  in  efie&  they  did  prove,  God  by  them,  ad  3  Cor.  ii. 
St.  Paul  faith,  manifefting  the  favour  of  his  knowledge  in  **' 
every  place;  they  not  only  by  their  heavenly  do£irine. 
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SERU.  but  chiefly  by  the  luftre  and  influence  of  their  holy 
LXV.    example,  converting  the  world  from  impious  errors  and 
naughty  praftices  unto  true  religion  and  virtuoua  con* 
verfation;  they  did  lead  men  to  goodnefs  not  only  by 
the  ears,  but  by  the  eyes,  feeing  their  excellent  life,  and 
Vhii*'m.i7' walking  as  they  had  them  for  enjfamples. 
IT.  16*.   '  '     I^  confequently  may  be,  yea  hath  been,  that  the  fin- 
s  Theff.  iii.gular  integrity  of  one,  or  of  a  few  perfons,  difplaying  it- 
fidf,  hath  appeafed  divine  wrath,  and  hath  ilaved  off  im* 
minent  ruin  from  a  people.   So  one  Noah,  publicly  main-^ 
s  Pet.  ii.  5.  taining  and  preaching  righteoufnefs^  did  {H^ferve  the  whole 
race  of  men  from  extirpation;   fo  ten  perfons  avowing 
Gen.  zTiii.  righteoufnefs  would  have  kept  Sodom  from  that  rueful 
'*'  deftr]a£tiQn ;  fo  one  good  man  (notably  owning  God,  and 

interpofing  for  the  concerns  of  piety)  might  have  pre- 
vented that  calamitous  vengeance  which  fdl  up(m  Ifrael; 
Jer.  T.  1.    as  Jeremy  told  before,  and  Ezekiel  aflirmed  after  it  \  Run 
ye  to  andfroy  faith  God  in  Jeremy,  through  thejtreets  of 
Jertifalem,  and  fee  now  and  know,  andfeek  in  the  broad 
places  thereof,  if  ye  can  find  a  man,  if  there  be  any  thai 
eaxcuteth  judgment f  that  feeketh  truth,  and  t  will  pardon 
Ezek.  zxii.  ii :  and,  I  fought  for  a  man,  imth  God  in  Ezekiel^  among 
'^*  them,  thatfhovM  make  up  the  hedge,  andfiand  in  the  gap 

before  me  for  the  land,  that  Ifhould  not  defiroy  it,  but  J 
found  none;  therefore  have  I  poured  mine  indignation  upon 
lik. i.  9.  them:  there  was  then  a  remnant  of  thofe  who  clofely 
xix.*if  la.^^  ^^^^®  ^^^  ^^^  perhaps  feven  thoufand  imknown  per- 
fons, who  had  not  in  their  hearts  deferted  religion ;  but 
this  did  not  avert  God's  wrath,  or  preferve  the  nation 
from  captivity ;  as  a  few  openly  profelBng  and  refolutely 
pra£lifing  goodnefs  might  have  done. 

Now  who  would  not  be  glad  of  being  fo  public  a 
friend,  fo  general  a  benefaAor,  in  performing  that  which 
doth  otherwife  fo  much  become  him,  and  fo  greatly  ben 
hove  him ;  yielding  him  the  beft  ornaments  and  higheft 
advantages  even  upon  his  private  account  ?  who  would 
not  be  ambitious  both  to  oblige  his  country,  and  to  favc 
his  own  foul  together,  by  a  worthy  converfation  ? 
Afluredly  nothing  can  be  devifed  more  conducible  to 
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the  efibSing  a  refonnation  and  amendment  of  the  worldj  S£RM» 
(and  oonfequently  to  the  profperity  and  felicity  of  man*    ^^^^ 
kind  here^)  than  a  confpiracy  of  good  men  in  a  frank  and 
bniksuvxnving  of  goodnefs  in  the  face  of  the  world. 

V.  A  care  of  our  converfation  in  the  fjght  of  mten  is 
needFol  for  the  preferviition  of  our  good  name  and  fair 
repute^  among  :them. 

A  .good  name  in  holy  Scripture  .is  reprefented  as  a  :i^e- 1  €Sktatu 
cial  gift  and  blefling  of  God,  bellowed  in  jecompenfe  of^'^^^ 
piety  and  -virtue^  and  preferred  before  other  moft  conii-  (Ecd.  viu 
deraUe  gifts  and  UefSngs  concerning  our  external  ftate;  ^'^ 
for.  By  humility,  laith  ihe  Wife  Man,  and  thefiEfar  tftkevtor.xxn. 
Ijord  are  riches  and  honour;  both  are  the  rewards  of  pietyj  ?^^^jj  g\ 
but  oomparing  them,  A  good  name,  laith  he,  is  rather  to  ProT.  xzli. 
ie  c/iofen  than  great  riches :  it  cannot  therefore  be  a  con-  *• 
iempliihle  things  nor  ought  It  to  b^  negleded  by  us ; ,  for 
none  of  God's  gifts^  no  reward  which  be  propofethj  ought 
to  be  flighted. 

Beafim  and  experience  alfo  do  concur  in  fliewing  ,thdt  i^ 
good  rq>ute  is  a  valuable  thing,  not  only  as  a  fa&r  oma^ 
ment  of  our  perfons,.and  a  conunodious  inftrument  of.^* 
tion  toward  our  private  welfare,  as  a  guard  of  our  faf^^ty 
and  quiet,  as  ferving  to  procure  divers  convenienc0s:.eif 
life ;  but  as  very  advantageous,  very  ufeful  upon  moral  a/  mmm/^/. 
and  ^ritual  accounts;  qualifying  us  with  greati^  eafe •"•]!'••  -**'• 
and  efficacy  to  ferve  God,  and  to  do  good;  for.indeed  it  *  '*  *  ' 
i»  manifeft,  that  without  it  we  fhall  be  uncapable  of  doing 
God  or  man  any  oonfiderable  &rvice. 

Wherefore  in  duty  and  wifdom  we  ihould  be  careful  rf 
preferving  .this  jewel ;  the  which  we  cannot  otherwife  doj 
than  byobferving  this  apoftolical  rule,  q{  providing  things 
hone/i  in  the  Jight  of  all  men;  for  a  good  converfatipnis 
the  only  guard  and  convoy  of  a  good  name :  how  can 
Qiea  conceive  good  opinion  of  us  otherwife  than  from  a 
JirieW'Of -worthy'qualities  ^d  good  deeds  ?  They  may  cha* 
iiUlbly  hope,  but  they  cannot  confidently  judge  well  of  us 
otherwife  than  upon  good  evidence:  Ye  Jhall  know  themM^it^^n 
'1^  their  fruits,  (that  is,  by  apparent  works,  falling  under  *••  *"•  *^- 
human  cognizance,)  is  the  rule  whereby  our  Saviour 
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8ERM.  teacheth  us  to  diftinguifh  of  men,  and  to.  build  a  right 
^X^-  opinion  concerning  them.  Honour  is  the  fhadow,  the 
infeparable  attendant  of  confpicuouft  virtue. 

A  good  converfation  will  indeed  command  efteem,  and 
irrefiftibly  extort  refpe£k  from  all  men. 

Wife  and  good  men  heartily  will  approve  it,  and  gladly 
will  yield  it  due  commendation ;  they  cannot  but  honour 
Rom.  xiv.  it  whenever  they  fee  it,  as  beft  fuiting  with  their  own  judg- 
ment and  with  their  affefliion. 

Yea  it  will  procure  refpeft  even  from  the  word  men ; 
for  it  is  a  miftake  to  think  that  bad  mien  really  do  or  can 
defpife  true  goodnefs :  in  truth,  however  they  may  pre- 
tend or  make  a  (hew  to  flight  and  fcom.it,  however  in 
words  they  may  flout  and  revile  it,  yet  in  their  hearts 
they  cannot  but  admire  and  reverence  it ;  although  their 
will  riiay  be  fo  perverted  as  to  fet  them  againft  it,  yet 
their  reafon  cannot  be  fo  deftroyed  (or  natural  light  fo 
quenched  in  them)  as  to  difapprove  it ;  they  do  but  vilely 
diflemble,  and  belie  their  confcience,  when  they  make 
as  if  they  did  condemn  or  contemn  it:  ^s,  faith  St. 
Chryfoftom,  they  who  openly  do  flatter  ill  livers,  do  in 
their  mind  reprove  them ;  fo  they  who  envy  the  workers  of 
goody  in  their  covfcience  will  admire  and  approve  them^ : 
at  leaft  they  will  do  thus  in  their  fober  mind;  when 
with  any  ferious  application  they  do  reflefl  on  things; 
when  the  eye  of  their  foul  is  anywife  cleared  from  the 
mifts  of  luft  and  paffion ;  it  is  not  to  be  heeded  what  they 
fay  in  a  flufter  or  ranting  mood,  when  they  are  near  out 
of  their  wits,  and  have  their  judgment  ftifled  by  fenfual 
imaginations  5  but  what  they  think  when  their  mind  is 
fomewhat  compofed,  and  natural  light  doth  fhine  freely 
in  it. 

Indeed  fuch  wretches  really  do  moft  defpife  thofe  who 
confort  and  comply  with  them  in  iSnful  follies ;  as  they 
cannot  in  their  hearts  honour  themfelves,  fo  they  cannot 
efteem  thofe  whom  they  find  like  unto  them ;  efpecially 

<!  O/  iv  (iaffKotvief,  reiuro  •reieuvrif,  xara  r«  (TUfuiog  v/Aag  B^auftti^avrtii  xut  etirsii- 
>M^i,     Chryf*mMatt,\.l6. 
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they  defpife  thofe  whom  they  obferve  to  be  fo  bafe  aiwi  S£RM« 
fUly,  as   againft  -  their  own  judgment  and  confcience  to    ^^^^ 
fear  their  difpleafure  or  to  regard  their  cenfure;  looking 
upon  them  as  vaflals  to  their  humour,  and  renegadoes 
from  their  own  confcience. 

Moreover  a  good  converfation  certainly  will  engage 
Almighty  God  to  proteft  our  reputation,  and  to  confer 
honour  upon  us.     For  he  as  Governor  of  the  world,  the 
Patron  of.goodnefs,  the  Difpenfer  of  proper  rewards  to  all, 
is  ina  manner  bouiid  to  encourage  thofe  openly  who  vifi- 
bly  do  own  him  and  take  his  part,  who  promote  his  glory 
and  intereft,  who  pay  him  due   fer\'ice  and  obedience, 
who  in  regard  to  his  authority  do  faithfully  purfue  that 
which  is  right  and  good ;  he  furely  will  fee  fit  to  repay 
fuch  in  the  fame  kind,  by  openly  acknowledging,  coun- 
tenancing, and  honouring  them  :  accordingly  he  hath  tied 
himfelf  to  do  fo  by  his  exprefs  word  and  promife;  for,  Tkem^  1  Sam.  ii. 
fidth  he,  that  hokour  me,  I  will  honour ;  and  they  that  rfe-^°* 
Jpife  me,fnall  be  lightliji  efteemed :  he  faid  it  in  reference 
to  old  Eli,  who  had  neglefted  the  duty  of  reftraining  his 
Jons  from  fin ;  which  is  a  cafe  very  much  of  kin  to  all  neg- 
leA  of  exemplary  piety.    And,  fVhofoever,  fdth  our  Lord,  Luke  »i.  a, 
JhaU  confefs' me  before  men^  him  Jhall  the  Son;  of  man  alfo 
ctmfefs;  before  the  angels  of  God;  but  he  that  denieth  me 
he/ore  men^ Jhall  be  denied  before  the  angels  of  God:  the 
which  (one  moft  comfortable,  the  other  mofl:  terrible)  fen- 
tences  are  to  be  underftood,  He  that  confeffeth  our  Lord 
not  merely  by  verbal  profeffion,  (for  divers  fuch  who  fay^  Matt.  vii. 
Lordy  Lord,  he  will  not  fo  much  as  know  at  the  final  judg- ^^*  *'* 
ment,)  but  in  real  praftice;  he  that  denieth  him,  not  only 
by  renouncing  him  with  the  tongue,  but  by  difobeying 
him  in  fcandalous  converfation,  by  working  iniquity,  by 
the  apoftafy  of  bad  manners. 

VI;  Laiftly ;  The  public  difcharge  of  a  good  confcience   , 
will  yield-  manifold  advantages  and  great  benefits  to  our* 
felves ;  ndt  only  as  good  (and  thence  needful  to  bur  felva^ 
tioa  and  our  comfort)  but  as  public;  fome  of  which  I  -*' 

ikall  touch/ 

Such  a  pradice  will  much  fecare;and  jftreogtheii  us. in 
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SERm  goodnefs ;  for  be  that  hath  the  heart  with  refolution  and 
liXV.  conftancy  to  do  well,  notwithftanding  any  worldly  dif- 
couragement,  although  he  thereby  doth  croft  the  humour 
of  the  world,  and  incurreth  the  difpleafure,  envy,  hatred, 
cenfure,  and  obloquy  of  men,  he  thus  having  exalted  his 
fmtne  above  the  favour  and  fear  of  the  world,  hath  fet  it 
in  a  ftfe  place,  hath  rendered  it  impregnable. 

The  confideration  of  having  attained  So  happy  and  fo 
worthy  a  viAory  over  the  mod  dangerous  temptations 
1  John  V.  4.  {the  viftory  of  faith  over  the  world)  will  be  very  com- 
fortable; and  the  fufierings  which  (from  the  disfavour^  en« 
mity,  and  oppofition  of  men)  do  attend  fuch  a  pra6Uce, 
bemg  a  kind  of  martyrdom,  will  yield  all  the  joys  and 
comforts  (together  with  the  hopes  and  rewards)  of  an 
heroical  patience. 

It  will  afford  great  latisfa£iion  of  mind  to  refle£k  on  the 
con&quences  of  fuch  a  praftice  $  and  to  confider  that  our 
refolution  hath  ei^aged  or  confirmed  others  in  goodneft, 
hath  preferved  them  from  fin,  hath  withdrawn  them  from 
had  courfes,  a^d  iaved  them  frx>m  perdition  i  that  we  have 
been  inftrumental  to  the  ialvation  and  happinefs  of  any 
foul ;  that,  befide  our  own  fins,  (which  are  a  burden  too 
heavy  for  any  man  well  to  bear,)  we  have  not  the  fins  of 
others  to  account  for,  and  fliall  not  be  loaded  with  the  guilt 
of  thofe  whom  our  neglect  *of  duty,  our  compliance  with 
fin,  our  ftupid  coldnefs  and  indifference  in  regard  to  fpiri« 
tual  affairs,  our  diflimulation  or  connivance  at  the  fcandal* 
pus  violation  of  God's  honour  and  tranfgrefiSon  of  his  laws, 
might  have  encouraged  in  fin ;  that  we  are  not  liable  to 
Ezek.  xiii.  that  reproof  in  the  Prophet,  Ye  havejirengthened  the  hands 
'^'  (ffthe  wicked,  that  hejhould  not  return  from  his  wicked  way. 

We  (hall  highly  oblige  thofe  whom  by  our  good.en* 
deavour  or  example  we  fhall  convert  to  ri^teoufnefs,  or 
fcolaim  from  iniquity,  or  fhall  anywife  flop  in  their  oareer 
to  ruin;  who  when  they  fhall  recover  from  their  error, 
2  Tim.  ii.    and  foberly  refleft  on  their  cafe,  (when  they  fhall  av^- 
«^.  f  «y,  become  again  fober,  getting  out  as  it  were  of  th^r 

drunken   fit,)  will  heartily  thank  us,  will  blefs  us,  mil 
pray  for  us,  as  having  laid  on  diem  a  very  great  obl^- 
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tion,  and  done  them  the  greateft  kindnefs  that  could  be;  SERM. 
iQ  that  they  wfll  be  ready  to  fay  to  us,  as  David  did  to    pXV. 
Abigafl,  Blejfed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Tfrael,  who  fent  thee  isam.xxv. 
this  day  to  meet  me :  and  blejjed  he  thy  advice,  arid  blejffed^'^' 
be  ihottf  which  hafl  kept  me  this  day  from  Jheddtng  of  blood; 
this  win  be  the  confcquence  of  plain  dealing  in  fuch  cafes, 
and  that  will  be  faMlled  which  the  Wife  Man  faith,  JFfeProv.xxviii. 
that  rebuketh  a  man  afterwards  ^fhall  find  more  /a^'ow'^xu"!!'**' 
thasi  he  thai  fUittereth  with  the  tongue. 

We  thereby  (hall  efcape  the  fore  complaints  and  fell 
cuffes  of  thofe  whom  our  naughty  or  carelefs  demeanour 
hath  invoiyed  in  iinful  practice ;  for  when  their  confcience 
is  awakened  into  a  fenfe  of  their  guilt,  when  they  feel  the 
ftings  of  remorfe,  when  they  perceive  the  extreme  da- 
mage and  woe  which  they  have  incurred^  then  will  they 
difcharge  their  refentments  of  heart  againft  thofe  who 
have  anywife  been  accelTafy  to  their  fall  into  fuch  a  con- 
dition; then  in  their  bittemefs  of  foul,  in  the  agony  of  their 
forrow  and  perplexity,  they  will  be  apt  to  exclaim,  Curf^ 
ed  be  the  day  that  I  knew  fuch  an  one,  or  that  I  did  con- 
verfe  with  him,  who  did  betray  me  into  this  plight,  who 
did  inveigle  me  into  temptation,  who  did  not  pluck  me 
back  from  that  finful  pra6tice  by  which  I  now  fo  deeply 
ibfier;  curfed  be  his  bafe  cowardice,  his  fond  modefty, 
his  affed:ed  wifdom,  his  treacherous  negligence,  his  un- 
confcionable  indiflFerence,  his  impious  want  of  zeal  for 
God's  faonoui^  and  charity  for  my  foul,  which  did  keep 
him  from  checking  me  in  my  bad  courfes  and  reclaiming 
me  to  my  duty  by  wholefome  reproof,  by  feafonable  ad- 
vice, by  exemplary  praftice  before  me :  it  will  furely  be  a 
great  comfort  to  us,  that  we  hav«  not  given  occafion  for 
fuch  complaints;  but  in  proportion  may  fay  with  St. 
Piuil,  I  ant  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men  ;  for  I  have  not  a6U  xx. 
gunned  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counfel  of  God.  ^ztY,  vii. 

It  ig  aUb  no  fmall  advantage  to  us,  that  by  a  good  con-  i7.xxxii't.'7. 
ver&tion  we  ftall  procure  the  particular  friendfhip  and  af- 
fieAion  of  good  men ;.  for  it  is  that  which  difcovereth  good 
men  to  one  another,  which  kindleth  their  afieftion  toward 
each  other,  wUch  drawelh  them  together,  and  breedeth 
.yoi«.  III.  s 
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S£RM.  a  familiarity  between  them^  and  knitteth  their  hearts  to- 
LX V.  gether  in  a  holy  love  5  from  whence  they  come  to  enjoy 
the  faithful  advice,  the  kind  affiftance,  the  feafonable  coii- 
folations,  and  the  hearty  prayers  each  of  other;  the  which 
great  benefits  are  loft  by  concealment  of  ourfelves,  artd 
refervednefs  in  doing  good  5  for  how  can  any  man  know 
him  to  deferve  love,  whofe  goodnefs  is  not  difcemible  ? 

Such  confiderations  may  induce  all  perfons,  of  every 
rank  and  condition,  to  obferve  this  apoftolical  precept,  fo 
far  as  their  capacities  do  reach ;  I  fhall  only  adjoin,  that 
it  efpecially  doth  concern  perfons  of  quality,  in  proportion 
to  their  eminency  in  dignity,  power,  authority,  reputa- 
tion, or  any  peculiar  advantage^  whereby  the  beneficial 
efficacy  of  good  converfation  is  increafed. 
Matt.  V.  14.  Such  perfons  are  like  a  cityfeated  oh  a  mountain^  which 
cannot  he  hid;  the  height  of  their  ftation  and  luftre  of  their 
quality  do  expofe  them  to  the  obfervation  of  all;  and  their 
authority  doth  recommend  their  praftice  to  the  imitation 
of  obfervers. 

Their  example  cannot  fail  of  having  a  mighty  influence; 
its  light  doth  guide  men,  its  weight  doth  fway  them ;  it 
doth  feem  to  warrant  and  authorize  praftice-j  inferiors 
would  be  afraid  or  afhamed  to  difcoft  from  it. 

They  have  not  the  temptations  which  other  men  have 
to  comply  with  fin  out  of  fear,  out  of  complaifance,  out  of 
defign ;  they  being  to  lead  and  give  law,  not  to  follow  or 
receive  it ;  they  being  the  firft  movers  in  converfation;  the 
fafhion  being  regulated  by  them,  or  indeed  being  merely 
a  conformity  to  their  deportment. 
Con  ft.  A-  They  fhould  by  their  innocence  qualify  themfelves  to 
poft.ii.  17.  reprove  others  with  authority  and  courage. 

They  in  gratitude  to  God,  who  hath  beftowed  on  them 
fuch  advantages,  are  obliged  to  employ  them  for  his 
fervice. 

They  particularly   were   defigned   and   endowed  with 
Rom.  xiii.  thofe  advantages,  that  by  them  they  might  countenance, 
i7eUi.i4."^^Sht  encourage,  might  reward,  might  by  all  nieaqs  pro- 
mote  goodnefs  in  the  world. 

They   accordingly    are    refponfible    for   the    influence 
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their  converiation  hath ;  fo  that  in  the  final  account  moft  SERM, 
aSions  of  men  will  lie  at  their  door,  fo  that  they  Ihall  re-  ^^^' 
fpeftively  be  either  highly  rewarded  for  the  virtues  and 
good  works,  or  feverely  puniflied  for  the  vices  and  fins  of 
mankind :  the  which  moft  weighty  confideration  I  leave 
by  God's  grace  to  be  ferioufly  applied  by  them,  who  are 
concerned  therein. 


s^ 


SERMON    LXVI. 


PROVIDE  THINGS  HONEST  IN  THE  SIGHT 
OF  ALL  MEN. 


2,  Cor.  viii.  ai. 

Providing  for  honeji  things,  not  only  in  thejigki  of  the 
Lord,  but  alfo  in  the  fight  of  men. 

SERM.  X-Y  we  obferve  the  world,  we  may  eafily  therein  difcem 
^^^^-  many  perfons,  who  bemg  inwardly  well  difpofed  ((landing 
right  both  in  judgment  and  afle^on  to  goodnefs)  are 
yet  loath  to  appear  very  good,  and  hardly  will  own  Chiif- 
tian  virtue  in  the  conftant  difcharge  of  public  duties^  or  in 
ftrift  abftinence  fiom  finfiil  praftices;  but  commonly 
(againft  the  di£late  of  their  reafon,  and  fenfe  of  their  heart) 
negle£l  the  one,  and  comply  with  the  other :  an  odd  fort 
of  hypocrites  or  diffemblers ;  who  ftudioufly  conceal  their 
better  part,  and  counterfeit  themfelves  worfe  than  they 
are  ;  who  adore  God  in  their  hearts,  and  addrefs  devotions 
to  him  in  their  clofets,  but  fcarce  will  avow  him  in  their 
vifible  profeffion  and  praftice ;  who  have  a  confcience,  but 
are  fhy  of  difclofing  it,  or  letting  it  take  air,  and  walk 
in  open  light,  confining  it  as  a  criminal  to  clofe  reftraint 
or  obfcure  retirement ;  who  gladly  would  be  religious 
and  {launch,  if  there  might  be  no  notice  taken  of  it,  but 
take  care  of  being  remarkable  (or  as  it  were  fcandaJous) 
for  it;  who  think  fit  to  compromife  and  compoimd  the 
bufinefs  between  God  and  the  world,  maintaining  a  neu- 
trality and  correfpondence  with  both,  fo  as  privately  to 
court  the  one,  and  publicly  to  clofe  with  the  other. 


Prowids  Things  hon^  in  tlie  Sight  of  all  Men^     ofii 

Such  praAice  is  flatly  repugnant  to  that  rule^  which  S£RM. 
otherwhere  in  precept,  and  here  by  his  own  exam|Je,  the  LXVl. 
holy  Apoftfe  doth  recojumend  to  usj  dire^ng  us  notJ^^J^^jJT" 
only  before  God,  (that  is,  iq  our  heart,  dxA  in  our  fecret.'^.^ 
retirementa,  which  God  alone  doth  behold,)  but  aifo  before ^^Hu"* 
men,  that  i$,  in  our  external  and  vifible  converlation,  care- 
fully to  perform  things  good  and  laudable,  efchewing 
whatever  is  bad  or  culpable. 

Our  obligation  to  which  rule  hath  already  been  con- 
firmed by  divers  other  pr^epts  in  holy  Scripture,  concur- 
ring in  the  injun6tion  of  it ;  and  its  obfervance  urged  by 
various  pofitive  co^fid^rationa  of  great  weight  and  force, 
(declaring  how  neceilary  it  is  for  promoting  God's  honour 
and  glory,  how  requifite  it  i^  for  naaintaining  the  dignity 
of  our  profeffion,  and  advanping  the  interefts  of  goodnefs, 
how  charity  and  juiUce  tqward  our  neighbour  do  exad:  it 
from  us,  how  conducib)e  it  is  to  the  public  benefit  of 
mankind,  and  how  advantageous  in  many  refpe£ts  to  our 
pwn  particular  welfare;)  and  npt  infifting  farther  upon 
thofis  oonfiderations,  I  fhall  now  only  enforce  it  by  fcan': 
uiog  the  common  principles,  grounds,  motives,  pretence 
or  excufes  of  the  contrary  praftice,  which  I  before 
touched,  of  openly  deferting  virtue,  or  declining  the  per- 
fbnnance  of  duty  before  men ;  and  by  ihewing  how  very 
fioolifli  and  vain,  how  very  naughty  and  bafe,  how  very 
mifchievous,  dangerous,  and  pernicious  they  are. 

They  chiefly  are  thofe  which  I  (hall  immediately  touch 
and  re&e£t  upon. 

I.  Men  commonly  in  their  vifible  converfation  do  li^- 
kfl:  their  duty,  or  comply  with  fin  out  of  modefty ;  be- 
caufe  they  are  aflstamed  of  domg  that  which  noay  expofe 
them  to  feme  difgraoe  or  cenfure ;  becauf^  virtuous  prac- 
tice may  raife  diftafte  in  the  company,  and  provoke  the 
fcbm  of  thofe  with  whom  they  converfe;  becaufe  fuch  a 
point  of  duty  is  out  of  requell,  and  (lighted  iipi  the  world; 
they  are  (tfraid  of  men's  faces;  their  tender  forehead  can- Jer.4.  s. 
not  fufiain  derifion,  or  endure  to  be  flouted  for  b^ing  out 
0f  the  mode,  aad  wearing  an  uncouth  garb  of  confcience. 

But  this  plainly  is  a  penrerlb  and  umoimly  nunNly ;  a 
S3 
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SERM.  fond^  a  vile^  a  fhameful  (hame  :  fie  on  it !  (hould  any  man 
^XVI.  be  afliamed  of  that,  which  is  his  chief  beauty,  his  beft 
ornament,  his  fole  dignity  and  glory?  (hould  a  man  be 
afliamed  of  being  evidently  wife  in  his  conduct:,  of  fol- 
lowing his  reafon,  of  confulting  his  true  intereft,  of  purfu- 
ing  his  own  certain  welfare  and  felicity  ?  is  it  fit  that  any 
man  fliould  be  afliamed  of  paying  due  acknowledgment,  of 
yielding  due  reverence,  of  rendering  due  gratitude,  of 
performing  due  fervice  to  his  Creator,  fovereign  Lord,  and 
great  Benefaftor;  to  whom  he  oweth  all,  upon  whofe 
will  he  entirely  dependeth,  at  whofe  abfolute  difpofal  he 
is  ?  Surely  thefe  are  no  fliameful  things,  but  fuch  rather 
wherein  we  ought  to  have  the  greateft  confidence,  which 
we  ought  to  perform  with  the  greateft  afliirance. 

If  we  are  baflifiil,  let  us  be  fo  in  regard  to  things  which 
are  truly  fliameful ;  let  us  be  afliamed  of  fin,  that  is,  of 
our  moft  real  deformity,  our  turpitude,  our  difgrace,  our 
wretchednefs ;  the  which  indeed  is  the  only  diflionourable 
imd  defpicable  thing ;  the  which  did  firft  produce  fliame. 

Gen.  iii,  a.  and  did  introduce  it  into  the  world,  (for  while  innocence 
did  ^bide,  there  was  no  fliame,)  and  the  which  will  ever 
carry  fliame  along  as  its  infeparable  adherent:  it  would 
indeed  become  us  to  blufli  at  our  horrible  unworthinefs 
and  deteftable  ingratitude  toward  our  bountiful  Lord,  and 
moft  gracious  Redeemer;  it  were  proper  for  us  to  be 
confounded  at  our  extreme  folly  and  foul  treachery  to- 
ward ourfelves,  in  betraying  our  fouls  to  guilt,  to  regret, 
to  wrath  and  punifliment :  who  fliould  be  afliamed,  who 

Pf.  XXV.  3.  not,  the  holy  Pfalmift  hath  well  taught  us.  Let  none  that 

78—80.***  w/fli^  on  thee  be  ajhamed;  let  them  he  ajhamed  which  tranf' 
grefs  without  caufe :  and.  Let  the  proud  be  ajhamed — ^but 
let  my  heart  be  found  in  thyjiatutes^  that  I  he  not  ajhamed. 
It  is  true  modefty  to  be  afliamed  of  doing  unworthy  and 
unhandfome  things  $  but  to  be  afliamed  of  doing  what 
reafon  and  duty  require,  is  pitiful  weaknefs  of  mind. 

We  do  not  owe  fo  much  regard  to  vicious  and  vain 
perfons,  as  to  be  daflied  out  of  countenance  by  them  \  we 
fliould  rather  by  our   mafculine  refolution  and  upright 

Tit,  ii.  6.    confidence  put  them  to  confufion. 
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If  (hame  be  an  evil  which  we  would  avoid,  the  only  SERM. 
remedy  thereof  we  may  leam  from  thofe  words  of  the    I^XVl. 
Plalmifty  Thenjhall  I  not  be  ajhamed^  wlien  I  have  refpeB  to  pfai.  cxix. 
thy  tejiimonies:  but  it  is  a  fond  courfe  to  fliun  difgrace  by  ^• 
4oing  that  which  alone  deferveth  it. 

Is  it  not  alfo  a  wild  thing  to  feem  modeft  toward  men, 
while  we  are  really  fo  bold  with  God,  as  prefumptuoufly 
to  ofTend  him,  to  affront  him,  to  provoke  him  (as  thofe  in  if.  ixv.  3. 
the  Prophet  did)  to  his  face?  for  fo  indeed  every  finneri-'i.^!;.'^' 
doth;  and  as  it  is  the  greateft  inadvertency  not  to  confider 
Grod  alway  prefent  with  us,  fo  it  is  the  height  of  impu- 
dence to  fin  in  his  prefence,  or  to  prefer  a  regard  to  men 
before  the  reverence  due  to  his  eye  *. 

Is  it  not  alfo  great  folly  for  declining  a  little  prefent 

tranfient  difgrace,  to  do  that  whereof  afterward  we  fhall 

be  grievoufly  and  perpetually  afhamed ;  which  we  fhall  Wifd.  iv. 

never  remember  or  refleft  upon  without  confufion,  (ac-^^* 

cording  to  that  of  the  Apoftle,  JVhat  fruit  had  ye  of  thofe  (Jer.  zzii. 

Jhings  whereof  ye  are  now  afhamed  P)  the   confequence  ^^'^  ^^.^ 

whereof  is  our  Handing  obnoxious  to  fhame  and  everlqfiing  ai. 

.      ^.  Dan.zii.3. 

contempt. 

If  we  be  thus  afhamed  of  God,  and  of  our  duty  to  him, 
may  he  not  jufUy  in  recompenfe  be  afhamed  of  us,  and 
difdain  to  own  us  in  favour  and  mercy  ?  He  will  furely,  he 
hath  often  declared  fo;  IVhofoever,  faith  our  Lord, ^aZ/ Luke ix. 
be  afhamed  of  me  and  of  my  words,  of  him  fhall  the  Son  of^  xj^j;*  \\^ 
man  be  ajhamedy  when  he  fhall  come  in  his  own  glory  y  and  ^^* 
in  his  Fatlier'sy  and  of  the  holy  angels. 

2.  Another  principle,  near  of  kin  to  the  former,  dif- 
pofing  men  to  commit  fin,  or  wave  duty  in  their  open  con- 
verfation,  is  fear  of  lofing  the  good-will,  or  getting  the 
iU-will  of  men. 

It  mufl  often  happen,  that  whoever  will  be  virtuous,  and 
(tick  to  his  duty,  will  forfeit  the  favour  of  men,  will  incur 
their  difpleafure,  will  provoke  their  indignation  ;  by  croff- 
ing  their  humour  and  conceit,  by  implicitly  flighting  their 
opinion  and  condemning  their  pra&ice  :  this  is  the  portion 

'    •  Quid  quaeforadonis  habet  Tcrecundari  ad  diem  hominis,  et  rultum  Dei 
non  Term  ?     Brm.  Ep.  108. 

84 
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SERM.  and  fate  of  &n&  and  ftiff  piety ;  the  friendiMp  of  God  and 

LXVI.   the  world  are  not  well  confiftent ;  and  St,  Paul's  rule  may 

Jtm.  iv.  4.  b©  converted.  If  IJhould  pleafe  men,  IJhould  nol  he  ike 

1  John  ii.  Jeruant  of  Chrift:  hence  men  prising  the  &70ur  of  men 

GaL  i.  10.  with  the  advantages  of  it,  and  dreading  thrir  anger,  hatred, 

difdain,  with  the  mifchiefs  confequent  on  them,  are  fcased 

from  their  duty. 

But  in  truth  this  is  a  fiUy,  a  bafe,  a  forry  fear,  arguing 
wretched  meannefs  of  fpirit,  and  pitiful  cowardice.     For, 

Doft  thou,  fond  wretch,  fear  to  lofe  the  favour  of  man, 
whofe  favour  doth  avail  nothing  to  thy  main  interefts, 
and  cannot  anywife  confiderably  benefit  thee,  (for  in  no 
refped:  dofl  thou  depend  on  his  will  and  providence,)  but 
doft  not  fear  being  deprived  of  God's  favour,  upon  which 
all  thy  good  hangeth,  wherein  thy  felicity  confiftetb^ 
without  which  thou  art  uncapable  of  any  profperity,  of 
any  fecurity,  of  any  joy  or  comfort  ? 

Doft  thou  fear  the  difpleafure  of  man,  of  poor  impotent 

jobxiT.6.  man,  a  forry  frail  wormy  whofe  breath  is  in  his  noflriUy 

^^'    (ready  to  fly  away  in  every  moment,)  whofe  anger  can  do 

thee  no  real  harm,  whofe  power  can  hardly  touch  thee. 

Matt. X.S8. can  nowife  reach  thy  foul  or  its  concerns;  whilft  thou 

dreadeft  not  to  offend  the  eternal  almighty  God,  under 

whofe  feet  thou  Heft,  ready  to  be  cruflied  into  nothing,  or 

ftamped  down  into  hell  at  his  pleafure  ? 

Dareft  thou  not,  O  heartlefs  daftard,  to  do  that  which 
is  in  thy  power  eaiily  to  do,  which  thou  art  infinitely  con- 
cerned to  do,  which  upon  fo  many  accounts  thou  art 
obliged  to  do,  out  of  fear  to  crofs  thine  equal,  yea  far 
thine  inferior  in  this  cafe ;  for  he  that  ftandeth  to  his  duty, 
as  he  hath  the  better  caufe,  fo  he  hath  the  greater  force, 
and  afluredly  will  defeat  all  his  oppofers  ? 

Art  thou,  O  pufiUanimous  flave,  in  regard  to  any  crea- 
ture, thy  fellow-fubjeft  and  fervant,  afraid  of  expreflSng  thy 
loyalty  to  thy  fovereign  Lord,  thy  love  to  infinite  good- 
nefs,  thy  gratitude  to  thy  beft  friend  and  kindeft  benefoc- 
tor,  thy  reverence  toward  the  divine  majefty,  thine  awe  of 
uncontrolable  power  ?  is  this  a  reafonable,  an  excufable, 
a  tolerable  fear  ? 
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Surely  if  ever  to  be  driven  out  of  heart  is  reproachful,  SERM. 
if  ever  to  be  cowed  doth  argue  infirmity  and  abjeftnefs  of  ^^^VL 
(pinty  it  is  in  this  cafe ;  when  we  have  all  the  reafon  and 
d»ligation  in  the  world  to  be  mod  courageous  and  refo^ 
lute,  to  fear  no  colours,  to  make  our  party  good  againft 
all  o{^fition;  when  we  have  the  greateft  neceffity  to 
engage  us,  and  the  greatefl  advantage  to  encourage  us  to 
hold  out  ftoutly ;  the  greateft  neceffity,  feeing  all  that  we 
have,  our  life,  our  falvation,  our  eternal  weal  doth  lie  at 
ftake ;  far  it  is  not  a  vain  thing  for  you,  becaufe  it  is  your  Denuxxxll 
life:  the  greateft  advantage,  for  that  if  we  will,  we  are*^' 
invincible,  and  aflured  of  an  eafy  viftory,  feeing  we  take 
part  with  God,  and  have  Omnipotency  on  our  fide;  fo 
that  we  can  fay  with  David,  The  Lord  is  my  helpery  JPfal.  cxviii. 
unU  not  fear  what  man  can  do  unto  me :  The  Lord  is  my  Heb.xiii  e 
light  and  my  falvation,  whomjhall  I  fear  P  the  Lord  is  /AePfal.lvi.ii. 
Jirength  of  my  life,  of  whomfkall  I  he  afraid  P  1 1'sl'^aw^a*. 

There  is  not  indeed,  to  thofe  who  are  under  God* s  J«'-  »•  8. 
fpecial  protedion,  and  confide  in  him,  any  thing  in  nature  ifa.  xli.  i&. 
really  formidable  or  terrible :  it  is  his  peculiar  attribute  to  ^^  ^^^' 
be  the  mighty  and  terrible  One ;  he  recommendeth  him*  Num.  xiv. 
felf  to  us  as  our  fear,  that  is,  the  fpecial  obje6t  of  it;  wexxS?*^^ 
therefore  do  facrilegioufly  wrong  him,  by  fearing  any  2  Chron. 
other  thing  in  fuch  cafes  of  competition,  and  when  We  are  "r.  vf'aa. 
concerned  to  fear  him ;  whence  then  we  are  prohibited  to  ?v7- 
fear  the  greateft  powers  in  the  world;  Fear  not  themDtuuvii/ 
which  hill  the  body,  (if  God  permit  them,)  but  are  not  able^^^^  Y* 
to  hill  the  foul :  but  rat  her  fear  him  who  is  able  to  deftroyPf.lxxin,}^ 
both  body  and  foul  in  heU.  il'^Vu^^,' 

Who,  faith  St.  Peter,  is  he  that  will  (or  that  can)  harm^^^^*  10. 
yotc,  if  ye  be  followers  of  that  which  is  goodP — wherefore  35, 39/ 
6e  not  afraid  of  their  terror,  neither  be  troubled;  butfane^  "^'^  i»m$M- 
iify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts,  (by  a  pure  confidence  in  1  Pct.  iii. 
him,)  ^^>  "• 

In  fuch  cafes,  we  fhould  be  ready  to  accoft  the  greateft 
potentates  In  terms  like  thofe  of  the  three  brave  youths  in 
Daniel;  O  Nebuchadnezzar,  we  are  not  careful  to  an/iuerjya:^.\u,j^^ 
thee*  in  this  matters   If  it  be  fo,  our  God  whom  weferveis^^r'^^' 
able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning  fiery  furruwe,  and  he  will 
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.SKIlM.  tj/'lhf^  fi)  <jrji  fjj  thine  handy  0  king.  But  (however)  if  noty 
''^*  '•  lit:  it  hifjwn  unto  tkee^  0  kingy  that  ue  will  not  ferve  thy 
vyisj  nur  w^rjliip  thy  golden  image  which  thou  hajijet  up, 
AikI  if)  ill  iiTiitation  of  fo  worthy  an  example^  we  (hould 
flcfy  the  wrath  of  the  greated  kings,  demanding  any  finful 
c.-oiiipliaiicit  from  us,  how  poor  a  thing  is  it  to  fear  the 
difjilcadirc  of  forry  companions  enticing  us  to  the  like? 
how  much  more  iliould  we  defy  all  the  crew  of  heAorly 
rufliaiiK  and  huirmg  hraggadocios  ? 

While  wicked  profane  men  are  fo  bold  and  (lout  in  im- 
pugtiing  goodiicfs,  we  (liould  be  courageous  in  defence  of 

l*i.iv.ftKviil.  i,,     'pfff.  riirliti'ous  is  as  bold  as  a  Hon. 
I. 

The  fear  of  CSod  (the  which  is  mod  reafonable  and  pru- 

diMii,  and  ctMifiUoiit  with  the  braved  courage)  fhould  ex- 

ehulr  ihr  (vixr  o\'  men;  the  which  is  no  lefs  vain  than 

hale ;  the  which  imleed  doth  involve  the  wildeft  boldnefs, 

anil  moli   r.ilh  foi^lharilinefs  in  the  world,  pulhing  us  into 

\\\c  wxoii  delpeiaie  adventures  that  can  be;  while  by  fin- 

ninj;:  we  ineenfe  the  tnolt  dreadful  anger,  we  invade  the 

wxoA  fonnidahle  power,  we  incur  the  mod  horrible  dan- 

i5\M's,  we  run  headlong  into  the  jaws  of  death  and  hell: 

\\w\\  a  nn\;\iu*  tl\ero  is  of  Kilo  cvnvardice  and  mad  auda- 

i  ii\  \r.  'iMaoiivVs  iiUiirir  l>\>tn  that  principle. 

;.  Men  xvnr.r.o'.r.N  do  r.ec^vt  the  open  practice  of  virtue 


ou;  i>t  **a',v  :v>  kUn^Iv.-.o  e:*\\  ;  tor  i'.l  men  leeirg  others  en- 
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,v»x  w  .*,•.../.*  ,        ,y  .  .*•  V.  .v..  .vcj^-  17^  :r.  :heir 

xvt  V  — ..v»,'\  *    c-v^^"^  •■    -"^"  *■*  "•  ^'-^  ■.:'»i;   "•'-"-1  Sf  apt 

_*  XV   .         .v  ,'.      *  ..'  vv^  ,- vc.i    .*•..- -^  :.-  ..irc'jfcZt  or 

>  w.  ,v         ..V.    'V    .V    :.x    /  ,"  -*     rvr  ti  ccnies  of 
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v%>      »                 ..1 
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ous  cffefts,  men  commonly  are- tempted  to  withdraw  its  SERM* 
caufe^  their  own  virtue,  that  its  bright  luftre  may  not    ^^ 
wound  the  fight  of  fuch  neighbours. 

But  thus  to  appeafe  envy  by  deferting  virtue  is  very 
fond  and  abfurd.     For, 

Shall  I  caft  away  my  bed  goods,  becaufe  another  would 
not  have  me  to  enjoy  them  ?  ihall  I  be  terribly  fick,  to 
cure  another's  diftempered  fancy?  fhall  I  render  myfelf 
miferable,  becaufe  another  doth  not  like  to  fee  me  happy? 
becaufe  he  doth  want  charity,  muft  I  forego  innocence  ? 
becaufe  he  doth  not  love  me,  fhall  I  hate  myfelf?  to  pleafe 
him  merely,  without  bettering  him,  to  eafe  him  of  a 
wholefome  fmart,  fhall  I  difpleafe  God,  and  abufe  myfelf? 

Would  he  not  be  a  filly  man,  who  being  envied  becaufe 
he  feemeth  a  favourite  of  his  prince,  would,  to  gratify 
fuch  enviers,  offend  his  prince?  No  furely,  this  is  too 
fond  a  regard  unto  any  man's  bafe  difpofition,  this  is  too 
great  a  gratification  of  an  enemy's  pleafure,  this  is  too 
(lavifh  a  depreffion  of  a  man's  felf :  rather  let  him  fret,  let 
him  torment  himfelf,  let  him  mflift  a  jufl  punifhment  on 
his  own  uncharitable  and  unworthy  humour;  whereby 
perhaps  he  may  be  reduced  to  difcem  his  foUy  and  cor- 
reA  his  fault. 

Would  any  man  upon  fuch  terms  part  with  his  eflate, 
mar  his  bufinefs,  flur  his  reputation,  or  purpofely  play  the 
fool?  would  any  man  become  poor,  infamous,  or  con- 
temptible, becaufe  to  be  rich,  to  be  profperous,  to  be  ho- 
nourable, to  be  wife,  are  invidious  things  ?  Much  lefs 
(bould  a  man  upon  that  account  negle£t  his  duty,  thereby 
betraying  his  foul,  difcarding  the  love  and  favour  of  God, 
defiroying  the  fatisfa£lion  of  his  confcience,  and  forfeiting 
his  hopes  of  felicity :  damages  and  mifchiefs  comparable 
to  which  all  the  envy  and  fpite  in  the  world  can  nowife 
bring,  upon  him. 

If  we  would  avoid  envy,  we  fhould  not  do  it  by  incur* 
ring  a  worfe  evil,  and  rendering  ourfelves  contemptible 
for  unworthinefs ;  we  fhould  rather  damp  it  by  modefty, 
humility,  an  inofieofive  tenour  of  life. 

We  fliould  furmount  it,  and  quafh  it  by  conflant  blame- 


068    Provide  Things  honeft  in  the  Stghi  <jfaU  Mfin. 

SERM.  Ids  converfation :  the  which  will  kill  the  envious  or  the 
LXVI.  envy. 

An  unqueflionable  virtue  will  (lop  the  nK>uth  of  detrac- 
tion^  and  drive  envy  into  comers^  not  daring  to  fbew  itielf 
againft  it. 

4.  A  common  principle,  from  whence  negle£k  of  duty 
and  commiflion  of  fin  in  vifible  converfation  doth  fpriAg»  is 
a  fear  of  infamy  and  reproach,  whereto  the  fliid:  pra6tice 
of  virtue  is  liable ;  men  not  enduring  to  bear  the  odious 
oenfures,  the  foul  imputations,  the  ugly  chara&ers,  the 
fcurry  epithets,  and  opprobrious  names,  wherewith  the 
bold  and  fpitefiil  enemies  of  goodnefs  are  wont  to  afperfe 
and  brand  its  faithhxl  adherents. 

To  be  deemed  weak,  credulous,  fuperftidous^  ibrnial, 
timorous,  nice,  fqueamiih,  fcrupulous,  ftraitlaced,  con- 
ceited, affe£led,  crofs,  furly,  morofe,  froward,  ftubboQS, 
peitinacious,  proud. 

To  be  termed  a  foppiih  iimpleton,  doting  on  fpecula* 
tions  and  enflaved  to  rules ;  a  fiuitaftical  humourift,  a  pre- 
cife  bigot,  a  rigid  iloic,  a  demure  fneakfby,  a  clownifli 
fingularift,  or  nonconformift  to  ordinary  uiage^  a  fiiff 
opiniatre ;  a  man  of  a  pitiful  narrow  fpirit,  pent  up  within 
a  fmall  compafs,  confined  by  principles,  fettered  by  laws, 
living  in  bondage  to  his  confcience. 

Thefe  and  the  like  harfti  cenfures,  foul  reproaches,  and 
abufive  feoffs,  even  all  which  invention  quickened  by 
envy,  choler,  rancorous  fpite,  and  ^ded  by  the  malicious 
Pfal.  Ivii.  fiend,  can  fuggeft,  wherewith  the  profane  crew  of  men 
®*  *•  ufually  do  confpire  to  daub  and  perfecute  thofe  who  re- 

fufe  to  comply  with  their  unoonfcionab]e  extravagances 
and  impieties,  men  can  hardly  brook ;  and  thence  to  ihun 
them  yield  up  all,  crofs  their  reafon,  proftitute  their  con- 
fcience, violate  all  their  obligations ;  choofing  rather  to 
be  juflly  reproachable  for  bad  aftions,  than  unjufUy  re* 
preached  for  good. 

But  with  fuch  a  perfon,  who  is  thus  diverted  from  his 
duty,  let  me  expoAulate. 

Dofl  thou  well  to  regard  what  unbridled  tongues  out  of 
a  wanton  mind  and  corrupt  heart  do  fputter  and  foam  ? 
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Shall  thy  pmftice  depend  on  their  looTe  wit  or  licentioos  SERM. 
talk,  fo  that  thou  muft  do  nodiiug  which  they  (ball  not  be  ^^^' 
in  humour  to  eommend^? 

,W3t  thou  renounce  all  wifdom,  abandon  tiiy  beft  inf- 
tereft,  fotfeit  thy  hafjfMnefs,  to  decline  a  fquib  or  a  ilurt^^  ? 

Would  not  he  be  a  ftsrk  fool,  who  would  be  railed  or 
jeered  out  of  his  way  in  trarri,  out  of  his  bofinefs  in  traf- 
fic^ ci^  ^  ^^  eftate  or  real  intereft  upon,  any  occafiom? 
and  is  he  not  earidently  far  more  fuch,  wlia  will  be  flouted 
-eiat  of  his  duty,  out  of  his:  falvationy  oiot  of  any  fpiritual: 
advantage  ?  Was  not  the  pradice  of  David  moie  advifi- 
taUe,  who  f«ud.  The  proud  have  had  me  in  derifion;  yet  Aave  WaLcxi». 
I  not  declined  from  thy  law  P  *  •         . 

David,  a  great  kis^,  a  man  of  lingular  courage  and  gal- 
^xttrj,  a  glorious^  hero ;:  yet  even  him  did  bold  and  bafe 
people  deride.  Whom  will  not  profene  impudence  aflail  ? 
whom  will  not  they  attempt  to  deter  from  goodnefs  ? 

Art  thou  fo  Uhmd  as  not  to  difcem  whence  it  comedi 
that  they  di%>arage  virtue  ?  that  is,  from  their  extreme 
Ttamty  md  raftinefs,  which  move  them  to  fpeak  any 
iMng  without  confideration  or  difcretion ;  from  their  great 
nftf^htiiiefs^  and  weaknefs,  their  being  bewitched  wkh 
pleafure  and  befotted  with  vice,  which  engageth  them  to 
t^e  part  fo  furioufly  wkh  them ;  from  their  malignity 
and  ffMte  againft  that  which  crofleth  their  fond  bumoum 
and  exorbitant  lufts;  from  their  pride,  which  fwelleth 
agmnft  thofe  who  by  contrary  praftice  diffent  from  thcSr 
feOy,  and  reprove  tfoeir  wickednefs,  and  eclipie  their  re- 
pute; fipom  their  envy,  which  repincth  at  thy  appearii^ 
better  and  happier  than  themfelves,  thy  excelling  diem  in 
true  worth,  thy  enjoying  that  fatisfaftion  which .  they 
want,  thy  attaining  that  blefled  hope  to  which  they  can- 
not dfpire :  and  feeing  that  their  reproaches  do  iffue  from 
fuch  principles,  wilt  thou  regard  them  ? 

Are  their  words  any  {lander,  who  being  pro&iled  ene- 
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SKKM.  mies  of  goodnefs  do  naturally  impugn  it  by  the  re&diefi 
LXVI.  arms  they  have,  a  virulent  and  petulant  tongue^? 

"""""""^  Can  their  dirty  language,  befpattering  good  things,  al- 
ter their  nature,  or  render  that  difhonourable  and  odicqis, 
which  in  itfelf  is  moft  excellent,  moft  amiable,  mod  ve- 
nerable, moft  ufeful  and  profitable*^? 

Is  it  not  indeed  a  commendation  of  virtue,  whict  fhould 
encourage  us  the  more  to  like  it,  to  honour  it,  to  embrace 

"Af^r.      it,  that  vain,  wild,  diflblute  perfons,  diftempered  in  their 

•^^'JJj^''"' minds,  notorioufly  void  of  difcretion,  of  integrity,  of  fo- 

9  Thcff.  iiirbriety,  do  pretend  to  vilify  and  difgrace  it  ^? 

Ant.  ill.  §.      -^^  their  commendation  is  of  no  worth,  fo  their  reproach 

*••  is  lefs  confiderable. 

Doft  thou  not  difparage  thine  own  judgment  by  heed- 
ing theirs,  or  fuffering  it  to  be  of  any  confideration  with 
thee  in  the  conduQ:  of  thy  life  8  ? 

Doft  thou  take  them  to  be  ferious  in  this,  or  to  fpeakin 
good  eameft,  when  they  reproach  virtue,  and  ffigfat  the 
plain  dictates  of  reafon,  the  clear  light  of  natural  con- 
fcience,  the  exprefs  commands  of  God,  the  apparent  con- 
cerns of  their  own  foul  ?  they  who  are  fober  in  nothing, 
how  can  they  be  ferious  in  this,  why  fhould  they  feem 
judicious  in  fuch  a  cafe  *^? 

Is  it  not  evidently  better  to  be  flandered  by  giddy, 
lewd,  ungodly  wTCtches,  who  mind  not  what  they  lay, 
nor  care  what  they  do,  whofe  judgment  therefore  can 
•fignify  nothing ;  than  really  to  defer\x  reproof,  and  thence 
certainly  to  incur  blame,  from  all  ftaid,  fober,  confiderate, 
wife,  and  virtuous  perfons,  who  judge  advifedly  and  up- 
rightly about  things '? 

d  O^^Af  ^mwkt  Tils  #«rvW»f  irxnM*  vvf^'vcc    I/!J.  Peiuf,  Ep.  ii.  990. 

c  (Ov  ) «•  Smmv  c^r*{,  «XX*  u*mt  StXjr.  T«  Smimv  u&w  mpH  nftmg,  m^m%^  ilU§m( 
«X>ir«4«».  Greg.  Ajs.  OraU — defeJt  Comfi,)  Ant.  viii.  §.  1. 

f  MalU  difpliccre,  laudaii  eft.    Stm.  Excerpt. 

Non  potcft  bonus  non  efie,  qui  bonis  placet ;  nee  minus  Yaliduofi  afgmnen- 
tum  inihi  Tidetur,  quod  bonus  fit  fi  malis  difpliceat.    Bern.  Bp.  948. 

t  Quanta  dementia  eft  vereh  ne  inhuneris  ab  in£unibus  ?  Sm.  £p.  91. 

^  MoTeier  fi  judicio  hoc  £aceient.  nunc  morbo  fitdunt.   Sen,  S»c, 

*  Eso  cum  a  noftio  Catone  laudabar,  rel  leprehendi  me  a  catcris  ftdle 
patiebar.  Ck.  Je  Or^t^ 
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Is  it  not  better  to  undergo  their  fevereft  cenfure  and  SERM. 
moft  biting  fcofFs,  than  to  be  condemned  of  folly  and   ^^^' 
bafenefs  by  thy  own  mind,  and  reviled  by  thy  own  con- 
icience? 

Is  it  not  infinitely  better  to  be  unjuftly  defamed  by  men, 
than  to  be  difreputed  by  God,  expofed  to  moft  difgraceful 
condemnation  at  his  bar,  and  thrown  into  that  ftate  of  Dan.  x\u 
everlafting  ignominy  ?  ^' 

Is  it  not  more  tolerable  to  hear  fuch  language,  than, 
having  violated  our  duty  and  broken  God's  commands, 
one  day  to  hear  that  difmal  fentence.  Go,  ye  curfedy  into  Matt.  xxt. 
everlafting  Jire  ^  ? 

It  is  a  glorious  infamy  which  one  fuftaineth  for  the  fake 
of  righteoufnefs  ^ 

Even  heathens,  with  whom  glory  was  the  moft  ample 
reward  and  fweeteft  fruit  of  virtue,  yet  do  enjoin  that  we 
fhould  prefer  confcience  before  it  5  and  that  we  fhould  ra-  Ant.  v.  §.  3« 
ther  gladly  embrace  infamy  than  forfake  virtue .™.  ig. 

It  is  the  lot  of  all  good  men  (for  probation,  exercife, 
and  improvement  of  their  virtue)  to  be  perfecuted,  at  leaft 
in  fome  times,  as  when  St.  Paul  faid.  All  that  will  live  a  Tim.  iii. 
godlily  in  Chrifi  Jefus  mii/ifvffer  perfecution:  and  furely  ^^  ,1^. 
he  that  fincerely  loveth  God  would  even  defire  occafion  of  ^^^      .; 
fuffering  fomewhat  for  his  fake,  in  teftimony  of  his  faith- 
ful affefition :  but  what  more  tolerable  perfecution,  what 
more  eafy  martyrdom  could  we  wifti,  than  to  be  lafhed  by 
a  fcurrilous   tongue;  or  rather   to   obferve  the  ears  of 
others  to  be  infefted  with  the  buzzes  of  detraftion  ?  what 
is  this  but  a  little  air  ftirred  in  vain,  but  a  mere  found  or 
blaft  of  wind,  importing  nought  to  him  that  doth  not 
mind  it,  or  will  not  be  affe£ted  with  it  ?  the  which  furely 
to  a  found  heart  and  pure  confcience  cannot  be  very  fenfi- 
ble ;  a  man  muft  have  a  froward  temper,  or  a  tender  ear,  9"'^  ***?" 

whom  a  little  fuch  creaking  or  grating  noife  doth  much  verbametu- 

cntc? 

k  Tu  ergo  plus  opprobria  times  quam  tormenta  ?  &c.     Bern,  Ep,  108. 

1  .^uiffimo  animo  ad  honeftum  confilium  per  mediam  infamiam  ten- 
dani^&c    Sen,  ^.81. 

«  Non  tIs  efle  juftus  fine  gloria  ?  at  mehercle  fsepe  juftus  efle  debebis  cu 
inCunia.     Sen,  Ep.  113, 
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SERM.  vex;  all  it8  force  is  broken,  all  iu  mifchief  is  reme<£ed 
LXVI.   eafily,  by  negle&  or  contempt. 

"  It  is  in  a  manner  more  commendable  to  ioSet  for  bebg 
good,  than  for  being  a  Chriftian  j  a  truer  martyrdom  to  fuf- 
fer  for  the  temper,  than  for  the  name  of  Chrift;  for  d(»ng 
well,  than  for  profeffing  truth. 

Who  indeed  had  ever  been  good,  in  any  notable  de- 
gree, if  fome  had  minded  the  opinion  or  the  difcourfe  of 
fuch  men,  whom  in  all  times  the  great  adver&ry  of  good- 
nefs  and  maligner  of  our  welfare  hath  excited  to  deter 
men  from  virtue  by  thus  abufing  it  ?  hath  it  not  ever  been 
the  portion  of  good  men  to  fuffer  in  this  kind»? 

Was  not  our  Lord  himfelf,  were  not  his  apoftks,  were 

not  all  the  prophets  of  old,  were  not  all  the  heroes  in 

goodnefs  of  all  times  thus  purfued  with  obloquy  ?  what 

vile  imputation,  what  name  of  reproach  can  be  devi&d, 

wherewith  the  fpiteful  world  did  not  belmear  them  »? 

'^^s'^vr*''       ^^^  were  they  much  difturbed  at  it?  were  they  anywife 

Suir^^i-     difcouraged  or  feared  by  it  from  their  duty  ?  No ;  they  ra- 

JJ^^' jj  33  ther  did  find  fatisfaftion  and  delight  in  it;  it  rather  did 

heighten  their  mind  and  ftrengthen  their  refoluiion}  it 

begat  a  gallant  and  triumphant  difdain  of  fuch  injuries,  en*- 

livening  and  animating  them  in  their  career  of  duty ;  they 

did  embrace  reproach  for  righteoufnefs  not  only  with 

content,  as  their  proper  lot  and  portion  from  God's  pro- 

Aas  V.  41.  vidence,  but  with  joy,  as  their  fpecial  glory  and  happinefs 

?o?^'  *"    from  divine  goodnefs ;  feeling  it  moft  true  what  our  Mafter 

E&l«»£  ii*     taught :  Blejfed  are  ye,  when  men  Jhall  revile  yoUy  and 

\a2xCy,\\.J^^^^  f^y  ^^^  manner  of  evil  agairtft  you  falfely^  for  my 

Luke  vi.    fake,     Blejfed  are  ye,  wheii  men-^^Jhall  reproach  you^  and 

cqjl  out  your  name  as  evil,  for  the  Son  of  man*  s  Jake.   And, 

1  Pet.  iv.    according  to  St.  Peter,  &  di/aB/^ecde,  If  ye  be  reproached  for 

**'  the  name  of  Chrift^  (that  is  for  confcionably  difchargiiig 

any  Chriftian  duty,)  happy  are  ye ;  for  thefpirit  of  glory 


n  Jer.  xx.  7.  Pfal.  xliv.  16,  17.  Ivil.  3,  4.  cxix.  51.  Ixix.  lo.  Job  xii.  4. 
Wifd.  V,  3. 

«»  ^K/A^euyfJteJv  xa)  fXM^tyeav  ■rti^ecv  tXetSav.  Heb.  xl.  36.  Hcb.  xii,  3.  *AiaX*yi- 
ffurBai,     2  Cor.  vi.  8.  Ai«  2iltis  xat  «T//«/«f. 
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and  of  God  r^eth  on  you :  on  their  part  he  is  eviljptken  SEEM. 
^9  ifUt  on  your  part  he  is  glorified.  IXWJ. 

J  In  line,  it  is  all  reafon,  and  it  is  the  exprefs  command  of 
Ood^  that  in  fuch  cafes  we  fhould  not  regard  the  t^enfures 
or  the  reproaoheg  of  any  mortal;  it  is  a  part  of  duty. to 
defpife  obloquy,  to  expofe  and  lofe  reputation  for  Grod's 
ikke.  For,  Hearken,  faith  he,  unto  me,  ye  that  know  If.  li.  f,  t. 
righieotfnefs,  the  people  in  tvhofe  heart  is  my  taw;  fear  ye 
not  ike  reproach  of  men,  neither  he  ye  afraid  of  their  revile 
ings.  For  the  moth  Jhall  eat  them  up  like  a  garment,  and 
the  worm  Jhall  eat  them  like  wool:  hut  my  righteou/hefs 
Jhall  he  for  ever,  and  my  falvation  from  generation  to  ge^ 
neration, 

5.  Men  commonly  decline  the  public  pradice  of  duty 
<Mat  of  if  e£Ution  thereby  to  be  deemed  more  honeil  ai^ 
^finoere,  or  tp  decline  the  fufpicion  of  being  hypocritical. 

As  this  Ib  the  moft  obvious  and  ufual  calunmy  where-* 
with  diflblute  people  do  charge  good  men ;  fo  to  men  of 
generous  difpofition  it  is  of  all  cenfures  moft  poignant,  as 
moftcrofBng  their  temper;  according  to  which  as  they 
bate  to  be,  ib  they  can  hardly  endure  to  be  counted  or 
called  diflemblers;  whence  often  they  choofe  rather  to 
ie^n  iiidi0erent  to  goodnefs,  than  zealoufly  affci^ed  to  it ; 
they  rdtker  wave  fopoe  points  of  duty,  than,  for  the  per-* 
formasce  c^  them,  t%pote  themfelves  to  that  imputation. 

But  this  procee^g  is  very  unreafonable.    For, 

What  can  be  more  abfurd,  than  to  be  really  and  noto* 
fiaisfly  bad,  (as  whoever  omitteth  his  duty  is,)  to  prevent 
fi  iunnife  of  being  fuch  ?  or  to  be  truly  worfb  than  we 
ihotttd  be,  that  we  may  not  be  deemed  worfe  than  we  feem? 

How  can  we  more  gratify  the  enemy  of  our  falvation, 
than  by  approving  ourfelves  in  truth  to  be  what  he  would 
ttHE^y  challenge  ua  to  be,  mockers  of  God,  and  traitors 
to  our  own  to^  ? 

Is  it  Bot  a  vain  thing  to  regard  that  kind  of  oen&re  which 
1%  is  impoffible  for  any  man  to  efcape,  upon  other  terms 
thip  of  bdng  very  naughty  ?  £3r  wicked  men  will  never 
fil3  tp  load  thofe  with  this  charge^  who  will  not  comply 
with  their  follies,  and  run  with  them  to  the  fame  excefs  ofi  Pet.  it.  4. 
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.  S  RRM.  no/,  or  are  anywife  better  than  themfelves ;  it  is  inevitaWe 
IjXWI.  for  a  (launch  man  not  to*be  ftigmatized  for  a  hypocrite  by 
them. 
2  Cor.  i.  12.     We  have  certainly  more  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
1  John  ill.  f^j^  confcience  and  fenfe  of  our  own  integrity^' than  to  be 
moved  with  the  prefumptuous  aflertions  of  any  wretch 
devoid  of  juftice  or  charity :  his  cenfure^  being  plainly  in- 
jurious and  contrary  to  all  rules  of  equity,  which  prelbribe 
that  no  man  (hould  judge  of  things  unknown  or  uncertain,, 
is  utterly  defpicable. 
1  John  ui.       The  teftimony  of  God,  {who  is  greater  than  our  hearts,\ 
i^Thcff.  ii.  pcrfe^y  knowing  our  fincerity,  may  abundantly  fupport 
4-    .         us;  it  is  a  great  wrong  to  him  for  us  to  value  the  rafli 
Col.  Hi.  33.  fufpicions  of  men,  when  we  are  fecure  of  his  knowled|ge, 
^&^*  *'  '^hofeeth  all  our  works,  and  trieth  our  hearts;  who  hath 
4.  faid,  that  if  we  commit  ovr  way  to  him,  and  tru/l  in  him, 

Pf.  xzxyii.  he  will  bring  forth  our  righieoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  our 
*»  ••         judgment  as  the  noonday. 

It  is  certainly  better  to  be  called  hypocrite  by  men  for 
doing  our  duty,  than  to  be  treated  as  a  hypocrite  by  God 
for  negleding  it ;  for  all  thofe  who  upon  any  account  do 
Matt.  xxiv.  violate  God's  laws,  (hall  have  their  portion  wttk  the  hypo- 
*^'  crites  in  that  difconfolate  place,   where  is  weeping  and 

gnajhing  of  teeth.  And  good  reafon ;  for  indeed  by  thus 
avoiding  hypocrify,  we  really  do  incur  it ;  by  feeking  to 
preferve  an  opinion  of  fincerity,  we  forfeit  the  reaKty  of 
it ;  by  the  praftice  of  difavowing  the  fear  of  God  and  care 
of  goodnefs,  we  do  conftitute  ourfelves  certain  hypocrites 
and  impoftors ;  diffembling  our  thoughts,  fmothering  our 
confcience,  deluding  our  neighbours  with  falfe  conceits  of 
us,  feigning  that  indifference  which  we  have  not,  pretend- 
ing to  aft  without  regret  or  remorfe,  which  we  cannot 
do ;  feeming  otherwife  than  we  are,  fignifying  otherwife 
than  we  mean,  doing  otherwife  than  we  judge  fit,  or  liie 
to  do ;  that  is,  if  we  be  not  ftark  infidels,  or  utterly  void 
of  confcience. 

This  is  hypocrify  turned  the  wrong  fide  outward,  dif- 
guifing  a  man  in  a  fouler  ftiape,  and  uglier  garb,  than  that 
which  is  natural  and  true. 
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And  i£  we  compare  the  two  Kypocrifies,  (that  of  pre-  SEttM, 
tending  confcience  which  we  want,  and  this  of  denying  LXVI. 
confcience  which  we  have;  that  of  feeming  better  than  " 

ive  are,  this  of  feeming  worfe  than  we  may  be,)  this  in 
nature  may  well  feem  more  vile,  in  tendency  moredan- 
-gerous,  in  effeft  more  mifchievous  than  the  other. 
*  -  There  is  in  both  the  fame  falfehood,  the  fame  prevari- 
cation, the  like  contempt  and  abufe  of  God ;  bnt  the  hy- 
pocrite of  whom  we  fpeak  doeth  worfe  things,  more  di- 
refUy  .wrongful  to  God,  more  prejudicial  to  goodnefs, 
more  harmful  to  the  worfd* 

The  fpecious  hypocrite,  counterfeiting  goodnefs,  and 
•having  a  form  of  godlinefsf  without  the  power  and  reality 
•«/"  it,  doth  yield  to  God  fome  part  (the  exterior  part)  of 
his  due  honour  and  refpeftj  but  the  fneaking  hypocrite, 
difowning  goodnefs,  doth  apparently  defert,  flight,  and 
affront  God:  the  one  ferveth  God  with  his  face  and  his 
•voice,  though  his  heart  be  for  from  him;  the  other  doth 
not'fo  much  as  facrifice  a  carcafe  of  obedience  to  him: 
-that  may  bring  fome  credit  and  advantage  to  goodnefs, 
-ftrengthen  its  intereft  by  his  vote  and  countenance;  this 
by  not  avowing  it  doth  alTuredly  weaken  its  reputation  and 
caufe:  that  hypocrify,  as  fuch,  is  a  private  and  fingle  evil, 
whereby  a  man  doth  indeed  prejudice  himfelf,  but  doth 
not  injure  his  neighbour,  yea,  may  edify  him  by  the  ap- 
pearing (which  in  this  refpeft  is  the  fame  with  the  real) 
goodnefs  of  his  example ;  but  this  hypocrify  is  a  gene- 
ral mifchief,  a  fcandalous  evil,  a  contagious  peftilence, 
whereby  a  man  not  only  harmeth  himfelf,  but  wrongeth 
many  others,  feducing  them  into  diffolutenefs,  infe6tu||k 
the  world  with  bafe  indifference  to  good,  and  eafinefs  ^a 
comply  with  firu 

It  is  indeed  a  fad  thing,  that  God  and  goodnefs  (hould 
be  deferted  upon  this  account ;  that  moft  men  fhoidd  be 
fo  uncharitable,  fo  unjuft,  fo  imprudent,  as  to  fufpeft  all 
good  men  of  hypocrify ;  as  if  it  were  incredible  that  afly 
man  (hould  heartily  love  or  fear  God,  (when  it  is  rather 
ffarange  that  any  man  fhould  do  otherwife ;)  that  any  man 
in  good  e^rneft,  or  otherwise  than  in  pretence  and  for 

T  a 
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S£RM.  finifter  refpefits^  fhould  embrace  virtue,  (when  it  is  suuvel^ 
LXVI.  loug  that  a  reafonable  man  fhould  decline  it;)  that  fo 
many,  of  themfelves  inclinable  to  goodnefsy  fliould  be  (o 
weak  as  to  be  deterred  from  it  by  fo  vain  an  apprehenfion; 
and  that  the  name  of  hypocrify  fhould  drive  away  piety; 
that  it  fbould  become  defirable,  that  hypocritea  might 
abound  in  the  world,  lefl  religion  both  in  tmth  and  fhew 
fhould  be  difbarded. 

In  fine,  we  may  otherwife  fupprefs  this  odKoua  impota- 
tion  than  by  deferting  goodnefs;  we  may  demonfbalB 
ourfelves  ferious  and  fincere  by  an  inflexible  adhemiee  to 
it  in  the  continual  tenor  of  our  pradice ;  and  efpecially  in 
fome  inflances  of  duty,  which  ure  hardly  ooniSftent  with 
hypocrify :  for  no  man  can  hold  long  in  a  ftnuned  pof- 
ture  'f  no  man  will  take  much  pains,  or  encounter  great 
difficulties,  or  fuftain  grievous  hardfhips  and  afflidions, 
crofs  his  appetites,  forego  gains  and  honours,  for  that 
MattixiB.  which  he  doth  not  heartily  like  and  love :  he  may  ooim- 
'^'  terfeit  in  ceremonies  and  formalities,  but  he  will  faapfly 

£ugn  humility,  meeknefs,  patience,  oonteatednefs,  tma- 
perance,  at  leafl  uniformly  and  opnfUntly.  Even  the  pa- 
tient enduring  this  cenfuie  will  cfiofute  it,  and  v«4pe  off 
the  afperfion  of  hypocrify. 


SERMON    LXVIL 


PROVIDE- THINGS  HONEST  IN  THE  SIGHT  OF 
ALL  MEN. 


2  Cor.  viH.  21. 

Vroviding  far  honeft  things^  noi  only  in  thejigkt  tf  the 
Lardy  but  alfo  in  thejight  of  men. 

6.  ^fxNOTHER  great  impediment  of  good  converfatioD  s£RM. 
before  men  is  a  defire  of  feeming  courteous  and  civil.  LXVIJ. 
Men  ufually  conform  to  finful  praffioes,  becaufe  they 
would  not  be  held  clowns^  rude  and  diilafteful  in  convex* 
fation ;  they  would  not  give  offence  to  their  company^  by 
clafhing  with  their  humour;  by  preferring  thepr  own 
judgment^  and  feeming  to  be  in  their  own  conceit  wifer 
and  better  than  thofe  with  whom  they  converfe;  by  pro- 
voking them  to  think  they  are  held  fools  or  worfe,  by 
fuch  non-compliance. 

.  This  is  an  ordinary  fnare  to  eafy  and  ingenuous  natures; 
but  the  ground  of  it  is  very  unreafonable :  for  although 
in  matters  of  indifference^  where  duty  and  fin  do  not  £all 
into  confideration,  to  be  limber  and  du£tile  as  can  be^ 
(whidi  is  the  temper  of  the  beft  metal,)  to  have  no  hu- 
mour of  our  own>  or  to  refign  up  all  our  humour  to  the 
will  of  ii\3S  company,  to  condefcend  unto,  and  comport 
witll^imy  thbg;  to  raife  no  faftion  or  debate,  but  pre- 
fently  to  yield  to  the  fwaying  vote ;  to  become  all  things 
td  all  fnen  in  a  ready  eomj^aifance,  be  witdom  and  good 
mawiersy  doth  argUe  good  nature,  good  imderflanding, 
jpoi  breedings  is  a  rigbtly  gentle  and  obliging  quality : 

T3 
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8ERM.      Yet  where  duty  is  concerned,  where  finning  or  not  fin*- 

LXVII.  ning  is  the  cafe,  there  courtefy  hath  no  room;  there  it  is 

vain  to  pretend  any  engagement  to  complaifance. 

For  furely  it  is  better  to  be  held  uncivil,  than  to  be  un- 
godly ;  it  is  far  better  manners  to  offend  any  niunber  of 
men,  than  to  be  rude  with  God,  to  clafh  with  his  plea- 
fure,  to  offer  indignity  and  injury  to  him :  there  can  be 
no  competition  in  the  cafe;  no  fhadow  of  reafon,  why 
we  fhould  difpleafe  God  to  pleafe  men. 

As  it  were  more  civil  to  offend  ten  thoufand  boors 
(peafants)  than  to  affront  our  king;  fo  to  ofiend  ten  thou- 
fand kings  than  to  affront  our  God  were  in  policy  more 
advifable,  and  in  equity  more  juftifiable :  fo  the  royal 
Pfal.  cxix.  Pfalmifl:  did  judge ;  for,  Princes,  faid  he,  did  Jit  andfpeak 
again/i  me,  but  thyfervant  did  meditate  in  thyjiatutes :  fo 
Mattx.i8.]viofes,  fo  Samuel,  fo  Elias,  fo  Jeremy,  fo  Daniel,  f6  the 
three  noble  children,  fo  the  holy  Apoftles  did  conceive ; 
who  being  perfons  otherwife  very  courteous  and  gently 
yet  had  not  that  confideration  of  mighty  priiices,  as  not 
rather  to  approve  their  confciences  to  God,  than  to  com-* 
ply  with  their  pleafure;  how  much  lefs  fhould  we,  upon 
pretence  of  courtefy  toward  inferior  perfons  in  ordinary 
converfation,  tranfgrefs  our  duty  ? 

Our  own  intereft  in  fuch  cafes  is  too  confiderable  to  be 
facrificed  to  the  conceit  or  pleafure  of  any  men  :  our  fal- 
vation  is  no  matter,  wherein  formality  of  refpeft  fhould 
intervene,  or  have  any  weight;  to  gain  or  forfeit  our 
eternal  happinefs  is  no  bufinefs  of  compliment  or  cere- 
mony :  it  were  a  filly  courtefy  for  a  man  to  wait  on  his 
company  to  hell,  a  wild  point  of  gallantry  to  be  damned 
in  complaifance. 

Who  would  take  himfelf  to  be  obliged  in  good  manners 
to  hold  on  the  round  in  a  cup  of  poifon;  to  leap  down 
after  thofe,  who,  from  blind  inadvertency,  or  wilful  per- 
verfenefs,  tumble  into  a  gulf,  to  gafh  or  ftab  himfelf  in' 
conformity  to  fome  defperate  folk  ?  Much  lefs  can  a  man 
be  engaged  out  of  any  fuch  regard  (in  compliance  with 
the  mifl:ake,  wedtnefs,  or  pravity  of  others)  to  incur  guilt, 
to  provoke  divine  wrath,  to  expofe  his  foul  to  utter  mini' 
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to  undergo  a  damage,  for  which  all  the  world  cannot  SERM. 
make  any  reparation  or  amends  ?  LXVIL 

Is  it  not  far  better  to  difguft  than  to  gratify  thofe,  who 
have  fo  little  confideration  of  our  welfare;  who  indeed 
are  very  difcourteous  and  heinoufly  rude  in  ofiering  to 
tempt  us  unto  fin,  to  defire  a  compliance  therein  with 
them;  to  expeft  from  us,  that  we  fhould  adventure  fo 
much  for  their  vain  fatisfadion  ? 

Indeed  to  gr^Ltify  fuch  perfons  were  great  and  noble 
oourtefy :  but  really  to  do  it,  we  fhould  not  go  this  way; 
for  this  is  a  fpurious  courtefy,  rather  confpiracy  and  trea- 
chery, than  courtefy. 

It  is  in  truth,  at  the  bottom,  great  difcourtefy  (involv- 
ing much  unkindnefs,  real  abufe,  unmerciful  inhumanity 
and  cruelty)  to  fecond,  to  countenance,  to  fupport  or  en- " 
courage  any  man  in  doing  that  which  manifeftly  tendeth 
unto  his  great  prejudice,  to  his  utter  bane. 

It  is  the  trueft  civility  (implying  real  humanity,  ge- 
nuine charity,  fEUthful  kindnefs,  and  tender  pity)  to  ftand 
off  in  fuch  cafes,  and,  by  refufing  (in  a  modeft,  gentle, 
difcreet  manner  refufing)  to  concur  in  fin  with  our  friends 
and  companions,  to  check  them,  to  warn  them,  to  endea- 
vour their  amendment  and  retreat  from  pernicious  courfes; . 
to  exercife  that  compqffion  toward  them,  which  St.  Jude 
csSHLeXSa  pulling  them  out  ofthejire,  Jud.2a,a3. 

In  fuch  cafes  to  repel  them,  yea  to  reprove  them,  is  the 
greateft  favour  we  can  fliew  them ;  it  is  not  only  fafe  for 
ourfelves,  but  kind  to  them  to  obferve  St.  Paul's  precept. 
Have  no  fellowjhip  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  Eph.  ▼.  ii,  • 
but  rather  reprove  them;  for  which  deportment,  whenever^' 
they  come  to  themfelves,  and  foberly  refle6k  on  things, 
they  will  thank  and  blefs  us ;  and  it  will  happen  as  the 
Wife  Man  ffidth.  He  tliat  rebuketh  a  man,  afterwards JhallVroy.ixm. 
Jmimwrefawmr  than  he  that  flattereth  with  his  tongue.      ^^' 

In  fine,  if  we  throughly  fcan  the  bufinefs,  we  (hall  find 
that  conunonly  it  is  not  abundance 'of  courtefy,  but  a  de- 
feft  of  charity,  or  of  confcience,  or  of  courage,  which 
difpofeth  us  to  refervednefs,  or  to  concurrence  upon  fuch 
oocafions^'in  regard  to  unallowable  praffcices* 

T4 
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SERM.  7*  Another  fnare  which  catcbeth  and  holdetb  us  ki 
LXVII.  open  praAice  of  fin,  or  negled:  erf  duty^  is  dcferonca  to  the 
opinion^  authority,  cuflom,  or  example  of  others ;  to  the 
common  opinion,  to  the  authority  of  great  and  leadiiig 
perfons^  to  the  fafhion  of  the  worlds  and  prevalent  humour 
of  the  age. 

A  man  (not  confuliing  or  not  confiding  in  his  own  na^ 

fon)  is  apt  to  credit  the  vogue,  to  defer  a  kind  of  veneia-* 

tion  to  the  general  fentiments  of  men,  (efpeciaUy  of  men 

qualified,)  apprehending  that  aUowaUe  or  tolerable^  whkh 

men  commonly  by  their  pradice  fe^m  to  appxove.    He 

is  prone  to  fufpedi  his  own  judgment  of  miftake^  when  it 

doth  thwart  the  opinion  of  fo  many;  and  hardly  can  haye 

the  heart  to  oppofe  his  fingle  appreh^pfion  againft  fb-eom-* 

mon  notions. 

^illos  De-      The  conmionnefs  of  fin,  and  multitude  of  offenders,  doth 

5^*' '*^'  in  a  manner  authorize  and  warrant  it,  doth  at  Icaft  fcem 

juv.Sat.    to  excufe  and  extenuate  it. 

"'^^'  A  man  eafily  conceiteth  himfelf  fafe  enough,  while  hci 

£cclu6.xvi.is  in  the  herd,  while  he  walketh  in  the  road,  when  he 
^^'  hath  the  broad  coverlet  of  general  ufage  to  fhroud  him 

from  blame  :  he  doth  at  leaft  &ncy  confolation  in  under- 
going a  doom  with  fo  many. 

But  upon  many  accounts^  this  is  a  very  £dlacious  and 
dangerous  ground  of  pra6lice. 
Ant.  ix.  1 8.     For  multitudes   are  no  good  authors   of  opinion,  or 

*   '      guides  of  pra6lice. 
Argumen-       Wife  men  have  ever  been  apt  to  fufpeft  that  to  be  bad, 
JuSrr^Si  which  is  moft  commonly  admired  and  afiefted. 
tUFit.h,^.     Nothing  is  more  vulgarly  noted,  than  the  inju^dou^ 
nefs,  the  blindnefs,  the  levity,  temerity,  and  giddinefs  of 
the  vulgar ;  temper,  inclination,  appetite,  intereft,  and  the 
like  perverting  biafes,  have  mofl:  fway  on  them;  any  ^-. 
cious  appearance,  any  flight  motive,  any  light  rumour 
doth  ferve  to  perfuade  them  any  thing,  ta  drive  them  any 
whither. 

All  ages  have  deplored  the  paucity  of  wife,  and  good 
men ;  the  genuine  difciples.  of  our  Lord,  zndLfons  of  m»j^. 
dom  have  ever  htcn  pufillus  grex,  afmalLJlock^  our  Lcmi 
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hath  told  jiSy  that  IVide  i$  the  gate^  and  broad  is  ibe  vjay,  SERM. 
that  leadethto  de/lruiiion,  and  many  there  he  which  go  in  •^^^^' 
thereat.  Matu  vH. 

"Wherefore  popular  tife  is  no  good  argument  of  truth  L^j^j^jg^ 
or  right;  nor  can  yield  any  warrant  or  any  colour  for 34. 
infringing  God's  law:    no  plebifdtum  can  be  of  force k^j^^^*^* 
againft  it. 

God  never  did  allow  the  people  to  exempt  themfelves 
or  us  from  their  loyalty,  or  obedience  to  his  lawg;  they 
are  univerially  obligatory ;  he  hath  commanded  all  men  /» Ads  xtH. 
repent}  he  hath  threatened  that  otberwife  all ^11  P<?^>  LukcxiU  a 
and  that  tribulation  and  anguijh  {hall  be  upon  every  Jotd  o^Roiii.iz.12. 
man  that  doeth evil.  Rom,u.9. 

He  l^  exprefs  prohibitions  hath  obviated  all  fueh  pre- 
tences and  pleas ;  Thoujkalt  not,  faith  hie,  follow  a  multi^i^*od,  xxUl 
tude  to  do  euil;  and.  Say  ye  not  a  confederacy-^nekher^^^^j^i^^^ 
fear  ye  their  fear,  nor  be  afraid,  (fear  not  to  cHjBent  and^c"®*«»- 
difcoftyrbi»  the  way  ^this  people.)   And,  Ifjinners  entice  atiis  ^vorM. 
thee,  (how  many  foever  they  be,  though  it  be  afinful  na*  J^j^*-  ?.'• 
tion,  a  people  laden  with  iniquity,  a  feed  of  evil  doers,)  eon- 15.  Lore' 
Mt  thou  not.  '^^^ 

Indeed  if  we  confider  it,  it  is  fo  far  from  excuiing  fia^  If.  viH.  10. 
that  it  is  an  aggravation  thereof,  that  we  therein  confpire-K^^^'/i.*^' 
with  others,  and  the  more  the  worfe:  to  oppofe  God 
fin^  is  rK>t  quite  fo  criminal,  as  to  join  with  a  rout  in 
h^tiUty  and  rebellion  againft  him ;  for  hereby  God's  au* 
thority  is  more  fhaken,  and  hi»  honour  more  rudely  vio<» 
lated ;  hereby  we  do  not  only  fin  oarfelve&,  but  contri- 
bute to  the  fih  of  others,  encourage  them  to  it^  and  up- 
hold them  in  it  by  our  patronage. 

Hereby  we  become  acceilary  to  the  degeneracy  and 
general  apoftafy  of  the  age. 

Hereby  we  do  join,  our  forces  to  pull  down  God's  jnoig- 
jnents  on  our  country,  and  by  promoti^  general  corrap- 
lion  indkice  general  vengeance. 

The  multitude  of  finners  is  fo  far  ft<om  (hehering-my 
one  from  wrath,  that  it  furely  draweth  it  upon  alT;  fore* 
11^  the  Almighty  not  only  for  the  aflfeition  of  his^  own 
a«Aority,  and  vindication  of  his  honour,  but  for  the  good 
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SBRM.  of  the  people,  and  purgation  of  the  worlds  to  pour  forth 

LXVII.  remarkable  vengeance. 

Ifiu  i.  25.        For  example ;  In  the  time  of  Noah  did  God  Jpare  the. 

^"^^^i^S^old  world,  when  all  Jlejh  had  corrupted  its  way  upon  the 

dro(s.         earth,  did  that  (lave  off  God's  wrath,  or  flop  the  deluge? 

aPeJiL"^®^  it  did  grievoufly  provoke  him,  it  did  in  a  manner  ne** 

Geii.Ti.  7.  ceffitate  him  to  deftroy  man  from  the  face  of  the  earthy. 

9  Ptt.  u.  5.  bringing  in  the  flood  upon  the  world  of  the  ungodly. 

Did  the  number  of  finners  in  Sodom  prevent  vengeance 

a  ^et.U.6.  on  ihem?  was  it  not  that  which  did  condemn  them  to  an 
overthrow  fo  difmal,  pulling  down  fire  and  brimftone  on 
them } 

What  was   the  reafon   of  that  wofiil  captivity^  into 

Jcf.  vi.  38.  which  Ifrael  was  carried  ?  was  it  not  becaufe  they  were 
all  grievous  revolters ;  and  had  fo  generally  confpired  in- 

Jcr.T.i.  wickednefs,  that  the  Prophet  could  fay,  JRun  ye  to  and\ 
fro  through  iheftreets  ofJerufalem,  and  fee  now,  and  know, 
andfeek  in  the  broad  places  thereof,  if  ye  can  find  a  man, 
if  there  be  any  that  executeth  judgment,  that  feeketh  the 
truth,  and  I  will  pardon  it  P  Was  it  not  this,  which 

Jer»v.  39.  did  wring  from  God  that  fentence.  Shall  I  not  vifit  for 
thefe  things  f  fhall  not  my  foul  be  avenged  onfuch  a  nation 
as  this  ? 

When,  the  cafe  is  fuch  in  any  community,  as  it  was  in 

Ifa.  i.  6.  Ifrael,  when  God  faid.  From  the  fole  of  the  foot  even  to 
the  head  there  is  no  foundnefs  in  it,  then  judgment  is  ne- 

Ifa.  i.  7.      ceffary,  and  it  muft  afluredly  follow.  Your  country  is  de- 
folate — then  God,  his  patience  being  tired,  and  his  good?* 

Ifa.  i.  24.  nefs  unfupportably  abufed,  will  cry  out.  Ah,  I  will  eqfe  me 
of  my  adverfaries,  and  avenge  me  of  mine  enemies. 

God  as  Governor  of  the  world  in  difcharge  of  his  office, 
for  clearing  his  honour,  for  affuring  his  majefty,  out  of 
regard  to  public  good,  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  his 
fubjefts,  is  concerned  to  chaftife  notorious,  fcandalpus, 
and  infefitious  fin:  he  may  referve  private  fins  for  the  final. 

1  Cor.  iv.    doom,  when  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs  fhall  be  brought 

^*'  to  light,   and  the  counfels  of  hearts  manife/led,  and  all 

things  (hall  receive  juft  reward  and  recompenfe;  but  it 
is  expedient  to  punifti  public  fins  publicly:    they  who 
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declare  their  ^n  as  Sod&m,  with  outrageous  impudence^  SERM. 
are  like  to  find  a  punifhment  like  that  in  a  common  ven-  t^^VJ^^^ 
geance*  ifa.  iii.9. 

We  fhould  therefore  in  fuch  a  cafe  be  the  more  careful 
of  our  converfation,  more  (by  of  finfiil  compliance  with 
others,  for  preventing  public  calamity ;  for  that  our  fingle* 
piety  and  innocence  (or  the  goodnefs  of  a  few)  may  fave 
our  country,  together  with  ourfelves,  from  wrath  and  ruin; 
feeing  it  is  the  gracious  method  of  God  in  regard  to  a 
few  righteous  men  to  fpare  the  reft,  to  releafe  a  nation: 
from  deferved  pimifhment ;   for  if  in  Sodom  had  been 
found  ten  righteous  perfons,  it  had  efcaped  that  horrible  Gen. 
deftru£Uon;  and  Ifrael  in  Hezekiah's  time  (although  in,*^*^*' 
a  very  great  and  general  corruption  of  that  age)  by  a  few 
good  men  did  avoid  the  like  doom ;  according  to  that  of 
the  Prophet,  Except  the  Lord  of  hqfts  had  left  unto  us  aJfa.  i.  9. 
veryfmall  remnant ,  we  fhould  have  been  as  Sodom.  ."i'92, 

The  righteoufnefs  of  one  Noah  did  fave  the  jace  of 
xnankind  from  being  extin£t. 

The  zeal  of  one  Phinehas  did  ftop  that^plague,  which: 
had  devoured  Ifrael :  Phinehas^  faith  God  himfelf,  thefon  q^Num.  xxv. 
Eleazar,  hath  turned  my  wrath  away  from  the  children. of  ^\^  ^j^ 
Ifiraelf  while  he  was  zealous  for  my  fake  among  them,  that^o. 
Iconfumed  not  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  myjealoufy. 

If  there  had  been  fuch  another  public  patron  of  piety, 
at  the  time  when  Ifrael  was  fo  feverely  puniihed  by  deli- 
verance into  captivity,  it  would  have  obftru£ted  that,  la- 
mentably event;  God  himfelf  fo  teftified;  for,  jyott^A/,Ezck.  xxii. 
l^d  Yi<^,for  a  man  among  them,  that  would  make  up  thc:^^*^^* 
hedge,  andjiand  in  the  gap  before  me  for  the  land^  that  I 
Jhould  not  deftroy  it :  but  I  found  none.     Therefore  have  J 
poured  out  mine  indignation  upon  th§m  :-^and,  Ru?i  ye  toJtt.  t.  1. 
andfto,  (fiud  he  again,)  T^eA  if  ye  can  find  a  man — inJe* 
rufalem,'-r^nd  I  wUl  pardon  it. 

Wherefore,  befide  regard  to  our  own  welfare,  a  confi  . 
deration. of  public  good,  charity  toward  the  world,  a 
compaffion  of  our  country  fhould  withhold  us  from  con- 
ipiring  in  conmion  tranfgreflSons,  or  omifiions  of  duty. 

If  we  fin  with  all,  we  muft  fuffer  with  all  j  nor  will  the 
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SfcRM.  having  fo  miich  company  in  fufiering  yield  any  trae  conn 
JLXVII.  fort  to  U8 :  Socios  habuijfe  doloris  (to  have  coneipanioiis  ib 
3JjJ^JjJJ     forrow)  is  in  itfelf  a  pitiful  folace,  and  an  unworthy  one^ 
nocoferfiee  favouring  of  inhuman  malignity;  for  our  fellows  will  bear 
^.  ly^  *"*no  (hare  with  us,  or  take  off  any  thing  from  the  burden 
of  oar  painsj  which  will  be  equally  to  them  and  us  ex- 
treme* 

Can  it  be  any  confiderable  £ktisb&km,  that  we  are  fick 
of  an  ^idemical  diieafe>  that  fweepeth  away  multitudes 
about  us  and  with  us  ? 

Is  it  better  for  one  part,  that  the  whole  body  is  aver«^ 
fpvead  with  a  noifome  leprofy  ?  that  ka  fellow  members 
are  tortured  with  grievous  anguifli  ? 

Can  the  fbreft  pains  of  our  brethren  cure  the  achings  of 
our  hearty  afiuage  the  pangs  of  our  Codfcienoe^or  flack  the 
confuming  flames  beneath  ? 

What  advantage  can  we  enjoy  from  going  <k>wn  to 
hell  in  a  troop  ?  what  eafe  fliall  we  find  there  from  being 
encompafiedwith  the  doleful  groans,  the  piercii^  fluriekfty 
and  difmal  hofMings  of  fellow  fufferers  in  that  infernal 
dungeon? 

Alas  1  will  it  not  rather  augment  our  pains  to  hear  the 
fore  complaints,  the  fierce  accufations,  the  defperate 
curfes  of  thofe,  whom  our  compliance  hath  engaged^  or 
encouraged,  or  confirmed  and  hardened  in  that  wicked 
pra6tice,  which  did  throw  them  into  that  difconfolate  cafe? 
8.  Another  principle  (near  of  kin  to  the  former)  is  a 
diflike  of  Angularity  and  folitude ;  together  with  the  con- 
fequences  and  imputations  ufually  cleaving  thereto. 

One  would  not  be  a  man  by  himfelf ;  to  be  gazed  on, 
to  be  hooted  at  as  a  kitid  of  prodigy,  to  be  deemed  an 
extravagant,  odd,  humorous,  fantaftic  perfon,  conceited  of 
his  own  opinion,  addided  to  his  ownh  way,  arrogating  to 
himfelf  a  liberty  of  crofling  and  condemning  or  contemn-* 
ing  the  world ;  therefore  he  runneth  along  with  the  age, 
complying  with  its  finful  cuftom^,  and  naughty  fafliiofns  K 


•  He  is  grievous  unto  us  even  to  behold :  for  his  life  is  not  likcothet  men's, 
his  wajs  are  of  another  faihioii.    V^ifct  ii.  15,  &c. 
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Bttt  this  18  a  yain  principle  ^  for  really  to  be  fingular  ig  ^  yvt?* 
no  fault,  to  be  held  fo  is  no  difgrace ;  it  is  rather  in  ma»y  ^XVII. 
ca£»s  laudable  and  honourable ;  and  if  in  any,  moft  rea- 
fpnabiy  it  is  in  thi«. 

Doth  not  fingularity  or  paucity  increafe  the  price  and 
cftiination  of  every  valuable  thing?  What  roaketh  a  jewel 
but  rarity  ?  what  but  that  maketh  a  diamond  more  pre^ 
ctous  than  a  pebble  ? 

Do  not  men  for  fingular  emineney  in  any  art,  (lull,  fa^ 
culty,  endowment,  gain  credit  and  renown?  What  recom* 
meiMied  to  poilerity  the  names  of  Apelles,  Praxiteles, 
Phidias,  but  excelHng  in  their  art  beyond  the  ordinary 
rate?  what  gave  to  Demofthenes  and  Cicero  their  efteem^ 
but  a  fingular  knack  of  eloquence  ?  to  what  did  Alex- 
ander and  Csafar  owe  their  fame,  but  to  an  extraordinary 
yak>ur  ?  whence  got  Socrates  fuch  a  name,  but  from  his 
fingular  wifdom  ?  whence  Fabricius,  Ariftides,  Cato^  but 
from  their  fingular  integrity  ? 

Why  then  ihould  it  be  a  difcouragement  or  reproadti 
to  be  fingular  or  extraordinary  in  the  nobleft  of  all  fi^ioul- 
ties,  that  of  living  well,  in  the  moft  excellent  of  all  per- 
fedions,  that  of  virtue  ? 

In  truth  a  man  is  hardly  capable  of  a  greater  commen- 
dation than  this,  that  he  is  fingukrly  good ;  that  he  fur- 
paflleth  the  vulgajr  level,  and  mounteth  near  heav^  in  the 
divineft  qualities;  that  no  bad  example  or  fafluon  hath 
been  aUe  to  feduce  or  corrupt  him :  this  (hould  reader 
him  to  be  mpft  highly  efteemed,  and  moft  dearly  cheriih^ 
ed,  as  a  choice  ornament  of  the  world,  as  a  moft  ufeM 
inftrument  of  good  to  mankind. 

It  were  defirable  that  virtue  were  more  common  in  the 
world;  but  furely  its  being  more  rare  doth  render  it  more 
admirabk^  more  illuftrious,  more  prions. 

HeroijQal  virtue  ie  thereiore  iiidi,  becaufe  fo  few  do 
attain  or  can  reach  it; 

pauci  quos  aequus  amavit 
Jupiter ; 
A  few,  who  by  fpecial  afliftance  of  God's  grace,  and  by 
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SERM.^x^rs^rdinary  refolution^  d«  furmount  the  obftades  wUcfa 
LXVII.  are  fet  againft  it. 

*""""""""  It  was  well  feud  of  St.  Bernard,  To  be  good  among  good 
men  hath  fafety^  hut  to  he  ftich  among  bad  men  hath  alfo 
P^<^if^9  (a  man  will  be  faved  by  that,  but  he  fhould  be 
-commended  for  this;)  that  hath  as  much  facility  as  it  hath 
fecurity,  this  is  of  as  much  worth  as  difficulty  ^. 

Indeed  if  we  confider  the  nature  of  things,  or  confult 
the  hiftory  of  times,  we  fhall  find  that  virtue  muft  be,  and 
ever  hath  been,  liable  to  this  imputation ;  it  is  commonly 
fo  hard  and  hazardous  to  be  good  in  any  notable  degree, 
that  few  will  take  the  psdns,  or  undei*go  the  hardfhips  re- 
quifite  to  attain  or  exercife  it. 

Hence  the  beft  men  (who  are  fuch,  not  according  to 
the  blind  conjefture  of  men,  but  in  God's  fure  efteem) 

1  Pet,  ii.  9.  are  an  eleft,  and  peculiar  fort  of  people,  a  few  choice  per- 
fons.  culled  out  of  a  great  lump  of  thofe,.who  either  rejed 
religion,  or  embrace  it  only  in  verbal  profeffion  or  formal 
ihew. 

•    Hence  it  hath  been  the  obfervation,  and  complaint  of 
all  times, 

Juv.  Sat.  Rari  quippe  boni. 

xiii.  28.  -  Hence  the  moft  renowned  men  for  goodnefs,  and  who 
by  God's  fpecial  care  have  been  recommended  to  us  as 
patterns  thereof,  have  been  very  Angular  in  it ;  and  their 
Angularity  did  much  enhance  the  price  of  their  goodnrfs. 

Gen,  V.  22.  It  is  faid  of  Enoch,  that  he  walked  with  God;  but  it 
feemeth  with  fmall  or  no  company  befide ;  otherwife  it 
would  not  have  been  fo  particularly  recorded  of  him. 

Noah  was  content  to  be  a  man  by  himfelf,  a  preacher 
of  righieoiifnefs  againft  the  vogue,  and  a  praftifer  thereof 

Gen.  vii.  i.  againft  the  ftream  of  his  whole  age ;  for  thee  (faid  God  of 
him,  that  is,  thee  alone)  have  Ifeen  righteous  before  me  in 
this  generation.  He  was  no  lefs  Angular  in  his  goodnefs, 
than  in  his  falvation. 

h  Inter  bonos,  bonus  efle  falutem  habet,  inter  malos  vero  ct  laudem  ;  illud 
tantae  facilitatis  eft,  quanta  et  fecuritatis ;  hob  tantae  virtutis,  quantae  et  difii- 
ciiltatis.        Bern.  Ep.  %b. 
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Abraham  had  no  common  qualities^  which  mbved  God  SERIrf, 
to  pick  him  out,  and  feparate  him  from  the  reft  of  man-  LXVII. 
kind^  (to  fingle  him^roTw  his  kindred  and  country)  to  con-  ccn.  xli.  x. 
fer  fpecial  graces  and  bleffings  on  him. 

Lot  had  his  righteous  foul  vexed  with  the  filthy  conwr-a  pet^U.7. 
fatten  of  the  wicked,  which  did  inclofe  him,  yet  fo  that  he 
did  retain  a  foimd  and  clear  integrity  among  them. 

Job  had  this  teftimony  from  God,  examining  Satan  con- 
cerning him,  Hq/i  thou  confidered  my  fervant  Job,  that  Job  ub^ 
there  is  none  like  him  on  the  earth,  a  perfe6l  and  an  up^ 
right  man,  one  thatfeareth  God,  and  efcheweth  evil  P 

What  was  the  refolution  of  Joihua  ?  did  he  value  being 
fole  or  lingular  in  his  practice?  No;  for,  propounding  to 
his  people  whether  they  would  choofe  God  or  not,  he 
told  them  that  however  it  were,  although  all  of  them 
fhould  forfake  God,  he  was  refolved  to  ftick  faft  to  him, 
joot  regarding  their  praflice;  But,  faid  he,  as  for  me  andJodtuTOdr. 
my  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord:  that  indeed  was  nobly**' 
refolved ;  it  was  a  refolution  worthy  of  fuch  an  hero,  to 
ftand  alone  in  fo  good  and  wife  a  choice  againft  his  whole 
nation.    It  was  a  refolution  fuitable  to  that  his  behaviour, 
which   he  expreffed  in  thefe  words.  My  brethren   Ma/ Jofti.xiv;  •. 
went  up  with  me  made  the  heart  of  the  people  melt ;  but  I 
wholly  followed  the  Lord  my  God  ;  in  regard  to  which  his 
comrade  Caleb,  being  of  the  fame  fpirit  with  him>  is 
called  a  man  of  another  fpirit }  different  jfrom,  and  above  Numb.  xiv. 
the  mean  fpirit  of  his  fellows.  ^' 

What  was  David?  was  he  not  a  man  by  himfelf  ?  was  he 
not  like  one,  of  whom  the  poet  faith, 

£gregium  faQ6tumque  virum  ii  cemo,  bimembri  juv.  Sat. 

Hoc  monilrum  puero,  vel  foetae  compare  mulae  ?  *"^* 

So  he  telleth  us,  I,  faith  he,  am  become  as  it  were  a 
^  monflerunto  many,  but  my  fur  e  triift  is  in  thee.  •  A  wondei 

Did  Elias,  to  flnm  the  imputation  of  fingularity,  or  in\,^^,^'^,     ' 
regard  to  common  praftice,  fwerve  from  his  faithful  ad-  cxix.  si. 
herence  tp  God's  fervfce,  although  he  did  paflionately  re-*E»  y '^w-  ' 
fsnt,  and  bewail  his  cafe?  No,  for  I  have,  laid  he,  been^'^f"'  ^^^^ 
very  jealous  for  the  Lord  of  hqfts  ;  for  the  children  ofIfrael\o. 
have  forfaken  thy  covenant,  thrown  down  thine  altars,  and 


a88    Provide  Things  haufft  in  ike  Sight  of  all  Um. 

SEnM.Jlain  thy  prophets  with  the /word;  and  I^  even  lanlff  am 

MCVII.  left,  and  they/eek  my  life,  to  tahe  it  away. 

Uau'uCiA.     What  was  the  cafe  of  Jeremy  ?  /,  fiuth  he,  was  a  deri- 

fion  to  all  my  people^  and  their  fong  all  the  day:  yet  did 

Jer.  i.  It.    he  fty^intajn  his  integrity^  and  was  a  defenced  city^  and  an 

^^^^'iron  pillar,  and  a  hraxen  wall  again/i  the  whole  land; 

againfl  the  kings  of  Juda/i,  againft  the  princes  thereof,  and 

again/l  the  people  of  the  land. 

What  was  the  condition  of  our  Lord?  was  not  he  ^n- 
Luke  ii.34.fMMy  ayriXcy^/Euvoy,  a  prodigy  Jpoken  again/l  by  all ;  againft 
Aflte*iv"a7>h^o™  io/A  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles, 
If.  Uiii.  3.  and  the  people  of  Ifrael  were  gathered  together  $  who  trod 
37.  the  wine-prefs  alone,  and  of  the  people  there  was  none  with 

Johnxvi.  }^{^.  whQ  in  his  life  was  regarded  by  few,  and  at  hid 
Matt.  zxvi.  death  (when  he  yielded  his  great  atteftation  to  truth  and 
^*'  **•       righteoufnefs)  was  deferted  by  all  ? 

What  was  the  Apoftles'  condition?  were  they  not  fin- 

Aa«  xxviii.  gular  men  ?  were  not  they  held  a  fe&,  everywhere  fpoien 

J^'     .      againft,  and  impugned  with  all  violence  of  fpirit  and  rage? 

Heb.  X.  33.  were  not  they  made  a  fpe&acle  to  the  world,  to  be  gased 

jCor.i.  86.  ^^^  ^m^  fcom  and  reproach  ?  did  not  they  (a  few,  finq4e, 

poor,  weak  folk)  in  do£i:rine  and  prance  crofs  and  con-> 

trol  the  world,   confuting,   reproving,   condemning  the 

generality  of  men,  of  error,  of  folly,  of  wickednefs  ? 

It  can  therefore  be  no  juft  blame  or  reafonable  dilcou* 
ragement  to  appear  lingular  in  the  praftice  of  virtue. 

Such  a  Angularity  is  no  good  argument  of  fond  con- 
ceitednefs,  of  wilful  humour,  of  arrogant  pride.    For, 

Can  it  be  fond  conceitednefs  to  follow  the  didates  of 
the  beft  reafon,  to  obferve  the  advices  of  the  wifeft  men 
in  all  times,  to  follow  the  direftion  and  conduft  of  infinite 
wifdom^  to  embrace  that,  which  in  moft  cafes  natural 
light,  common  fenfe,  and  continual  experience  do  ap- 
prove? is  it  not  wUdnefs  to  do  otherwife,  though  all 
fliouid  do  it  ? 

Can  it  be  wilful  humour  to  hold  faft  our  beft  intereft, 
our  trueft  comfort,  our  eternal  falvation  ?  is  it  not  rather 
fo,  to  comply  with  a  perverfe  generation  in  running  he^d- 
long,  to  their  own  ruin  ? 
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Can  it  be  pride  or  arrogance  to  acknowledge  our  SERM, 
Maker^  to  be  loyal  and  dutiful  tor  our  heavenly  Soverdgn,  JLXVIL 
to  fear  the  Almighty  God,  to  fubmit  to  his  will,  to  trent"  " 

ble  at  his  word,  to  be  afraid  of  his  judgments,  to  fhun-  his 
fierce  anger  and  fevere  vengeance  ? 

I&  it  a  bad  ambition  to  feek  that  honour  and  immortal 
gliwy  which  God  doth  offer,  to  (hun  that  everlafting 
fhame  and  contempt  which  he  doth  menace  ? 

Is  it  not  rather  monftrous  prefumption  and  enormous 
vanity  to  confort  and  confpire  with  rebels  againft  God's 
law^,  with  deffufers  of  his  grace  ? 

In  fine,  when  the  moft  men  are  foolifh  and  vain,  when 
the  world  is  depraved  and  diffolute,  it  is  neceflary  that  the 
beft  reafon  fhould  be  called  humour,  and  the  wifeft  men 
fhould  be  deemed  extravagant ;  that  the  beft  things  ftiould 
be  flighted,  and  the  beft  perfons  reprefented  with  odious 
ckara&ers:  but  hence  to  renounce  wifdom  and  goodnefs  is 
abbininably  abfurd ;  as  if  we  fhould  therefore  put  out  our 
li^t,  becaufe  it  is  night  about  us,  or  in  deep  winter 
fliould  put  off  our  clothes  among  the  wild  Indians. 

9.  Of  affinity  to.  the  foregoing  principles  is  this  moft 
plaufible  apology  for  fmothering  our  confcience,  namely, 
a  prudential  apprehenfion,  that  we  fliall  not  come  off  well 
in  openly  avowing  anid  abetting  goodnefs,  fo  as  to  do  any 
good  or  fervice  to  it  thereby ;  but  fliall  thereby  rather 
work  prejudice  and  diflervice  to  it. 

The  age  (will  fuch  a  wife  man  fay)  is  incorrigibly  de- 
generate; wickednefs  is  not  only  bold  and  impudent,  but 
even  outrageoufly  infolent ;  fo  that  to  appear  ftri^tly  good 
is  a  kind  of  fcandal,  to  pretend  confcience  for  our  rule  of 
a&km  is  to  be  ridiculous,  to  patronise  duty  is  to  provoke  job  xli,  4. 
fcom  and  obloquy,  to  menticm  religion  is  to  proftitute  and 
profieuie  it^  to  concern  €rod  in  our  doing  is  to  expofe  his 
mod  fifccred  and  venerable  name  to  irrifion  and  foul  abufe . 

Such  is  the  pofture.of  things,  that  of  all  the  fed:s  and 
{ii^ms  which  divide  the  world,  that  of  Epicurean  fcOm- 
en  and  mockers  is  become  the  moft  formidable  5  with: 
difflUinfol  sri^  infulting  and  vapouring  over  the  profeffors 

TOL.  uu  u 
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SERIi.  of  religion^  perfecuting  all  fobernefi  of  mind  and  fUnnch' 
LXVll.  TQsSi  of  manners  with  a  fierce  rage  and  a  kind  of  iatanic 
zeal. 

The  (late  of  the  world  being  like  to  that  when  the 

Fiml.  zcnr.  hoIy  Pfahnifl  cried  out.  Lord,  how  long  JhaU  the  uAcked^ 

iu/i.z.3.  ^^  long  JhaU  the  wicked  trimmph?  how  long  JhaU  they 

utter  and  Jpeak  hard  things,  and  all  the  workers  of  tni- 

quity  boq/i  them/elves  P 

In  fuch  a  cafe,  is  it  not  feafonable  to  obfenre  ow  Loid's 
Matt.  Tii.  6.  advice,  not  to  give  that  which  is  holy  mnio  dogs,  nor  to  eeft 
our  pearls  before  Jiuine;  (not  to  expofe  good  doArine  and 
holy  prance  to  fcurrilous  and  fenfual  people,  who  will 
fnarl  and  bark  at  it,  will  fcom  and  trample  on  it,  will  bite 
and  tear  you  for  it?) 

Is  it  not  then  wifdom  rather  fairly  to  retreat,  with- 
drawing our  virtue  into  a  iafe  retirement,  than  by  openly 
contefting  for  it  againft  overmatching  forces  to  haxard  its 
being  baffled  and  abufed,  its  being  trampled  on  and  tri- 
umphed over,  by  fcomf ul  pride  and  malice  ? 

In  fuch  a  world  to  oppofe  impiety,  what  is  it  but  atr 
tempting  to  ftop  a  torrent,  to  allay  a  ftorm,  to  gape 
againft  an  oven,  to  blow  againft  the  wind,  to  kick  againft 
the  pricks  ? 

But  if  this  cafe  be  rightly  weighed,  it  rather  ftrongly 

may  engage  us  to  an  open  profeffion  and  practice  of  the 

ftriSeft  virtue,  than  excufe  us  from  it. 

Eph.  V.  15.      St.  Paul  doth  enjoin  us  to  walk  accurately,  not  as  fools, 

hut  as  wife,  redeeming  the  time,  for  this  reafon,  hecaufe  the 

Phil,  ii  15.  days  are  evil;  and  that  we  Jhould  be  hlamelefs  and  harm^ 

lefsy  the  fans  of  God,  without  rebuke,  in  the  mid/i  of  a  crook' 

♦(or  hold-  ed  and  perverfe  nation,  JItining  among  them  as  lights  in  the 

•eI^^««;.)"'^^'  flTid  *  holding  forth  the  word  of  life. 

And  great  reafon  for  it ;  for  the  worfe  the  world  is,  the 
more  need  there  is  of  good  patterns  to  inftru£i  and  guide 
it,  to  admonifh  and  excite  it  to  goodnefs. 

If  the  days  are  evil,  it  is  high  time  that  we  fhould  ap- 
ply our  beft  endeavours  to  the  mending  of  them. 

If  virtue  be  fo  near  loft,  or  fo  quite  gone  from  among 
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us,  it  is  needful  that  we  fhould  prefently  feek  to  recover  s]g^]f 
or  to  retrieve  it^.  LXVII* 

If  goodnefs  be  fo  hardly  preiTed  by  oppofition^  then 
hath  every  good  man  the  more  reafon  to  appear  ftre- 
nuoufly  in  its  defence,  the  more  are  we  engaged  to  haften 
with  all  our  might  to  its  relief  and  fuccour  from  irre- 
cover^le  oppreffion. 

Every  one  fbould  labour  to  raife  a  bank  againft  that 
inundation,  which  threateneth  to  overflow  and  overwhelm 
all. 

Shall  we  endure  to  fee  the  adverfary  of  our  welfare  to 
carry  all  before  him  without  any  oppofition  or  obftruc-^ 
tion  ?  Shall  we  fuffer  iniquity  to  enjoy  a  quiet  reign,  to 
root  and  fettle  itfelf  in  its  ufurpation,  to  raife  itfelf  a  title 
of  long  occupancy  and  prefcription  againft  goodnefs? 

Is  it  not  then  more  generous  to  avow  our  friendihip  to 
virtue,  and  to  abet  it  in  our  patronage,  when  it  is  under 
the  hatches,  and  crieth  for  our  aid  ?  is  it  not  vile  trea- 
chery in  fuch  a  cafe  to  defert  it  ? 

Is  it  not  gallant  then  to  rejijijin^  and  check  wickednefs^ 
when  it  is  fo  high  and  rampant  ? 

Who  will  not  be  virtuous  (or  endeavour  at  leaft  to  ap- 
pear fuch)  when  virtue  is  in  fafhion  and  requeft ;  when  it 
flourifheth  in  reputation,  when  all  the  world  doth  counter- 
nance  and  abet  it?  who  will  not  fhim  or  difown  wicked- 
Qefs,  when  it  is  commonly  odious  and  defpicable?  who 
will  w^t  help  the  Lord  againft  weak  adverfaries.  j^^-^  ^^  ^^ 

But  to  embrace  virtue  upon  greateft  difadvantages,  to 
difcl^m  vice  in  its  triumphant  profperity,  this  is  indeed 
brave  and  mafculine. 

He  is  a  worthy  man  indeed  who  can  keep  the  field 
among  fo  many  fiout  enemies,  who  can  (land  upright  in  a, 
erook^  generation }  who  can  defpife  the  fcom,  defy  the 
rage^  bear  up  againft  the  impudence  and  malignity  of 
vain,  baib,  wretched  men,  combining  to  fupplant  and 
extirpate  goodnefs. 

Nor  have  we  reafon  in  proceeding  thus  to  defpair  of 

*  Speda  juvenis— in  ea  tenpora  natus  e8>  quibus  formare  animum  expediat 
coateBtibiis  eicmplis.    Ttc,  Aun^  16. 

U  % 
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SBRM.  good  fuccefs ;  we  need  not  fear  thereby  to  ezpcxTe  the 
LXVII.  credit^  or  endanger  the  intereft  of  goodnefs.    For, 


How  can  we  fdl  of  profpeiing  in  the  maintenance  of 

God's  caufe  and  fpecial  concern?  Althou^  men  may 

commonly  defert  him,  yet  doth   he  not  utterly  foriake 

them,  or  give  over  the  government  of  the  world-;  he  may 

let  the  reins  lie  a  little  loofe,  but  he  doth  not  put  them 

out  of  his  hands ;  his  power  cannot  be  abated^  hi$  provi* 

dence  can  never  deep ;  though  he  is  fo  patient  in  fuffering 

wicked  men  to  provoke  him,  yet  he  will  not  hejlack  in 

allifting  good  men^  who  take  his  part,  and  undertake  to 

maintiun  his  honour;  afTuredly  he  will  help  them^  who 

help  him  again/i  the  mighty. 

Deutxxxii.      In  this  fervice  one  will  chafe  a  thoufand^  and  two  put  ten 

Jofh.  xxiii.  thoufand  tojliglit;  one  David  will  knock  down  never  fo 

^'  many  Philiftines  reproaching  God's  name ;  one  Phinehas 

a.  '  will  reprefs  the  petulancy  of  a  whole  nation ;  one  Jeremy 

Jer.zy.3o.  fhall  be  a  brazen  wall  again/i  a  whole  land;  God  vi4Il 

Jer.  i.  19.    make  it  good  to  fuch  an  one.  They  Jhall fight  againftthee, 

**•  "•       but  they  Jhall  not  prevail  againjl  thee;  for  I  am  with  thecy 

faith  the  Lord,  to  deliver  thee. 

One  fober  man  in  defence  of  virtue  is  able  to  dilbomfit 

all  the  Heftors,  the  huffing  blades,  and  boifterous  ruffians 

in  the  world,  attacking  them  with  found  difcretion  and 

fteady  refolution:  for  all  their  bravery  and  confidence,  they 

Jam.  iv.  7.  are  eafily  mated ;  and  being  like  their  fire,  if  you  re^ 

them,   they   will  flee  from  you  :   a  prudent,   feafonable, 

fmart  check  will  quafh  their  fpurious  courage  and  giddy 

audacity.    Their  contempt  of  goodnefs  is  but  feigned; 

they  cannot  really  for  their   hearts  defpife  it;  there  is 

damped  on  their  fouls  and  confciences  fuch  a  refpefl:, 

fuch  an  awe  thereof,  which  they  cannot  quite  rafe  out : 

wherefore  if  youbrifldy  reprefent  it  to  them,  and  challenge 

their  reverence  to  it,  they  cannot  but  fuccumb,  their  own 

mind  and  confcience  joining  to  back  your  reproof  j  fo  that 

if  you  cannot   reclaim  them,  you  (hall  however  i^prefs 

Jer.  XX.  11.  them ;  if  you  cannot  correct  their  vice,  you  fhall  yet  con- 

1  Pet.  ii.     found  their  impudence ;  Forfo^  faith  St.  Peter,  it  is  the 

*^'  will  of  Gody  that  with  well  doing  ye  may  put  to  JUence  the 
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ignorance  offoolifh  men;  and^  Having  a  good  confcience^  SERM. 
ikaty  whereas  they  Jpeak  evil  ofyou^  as  of  evil  doersy  they  LXVll. 
may  he  ajhamed  that  falfely  accufe  your  converfation  in  1  Pet.  ui. 
Chri/i.  i?.   . 

It  IS  only  Ineaking,  or  a  timorous  pretence  to  virtue, 
which  they  contemn  3  but  they  will  admire  thofe  who 
ftiffly  adhere  to  it,  and  ftoutly  maintain  it. 

We  (hall  therefore  expofe  virtue,  not  by  frankly  avow- 
ing it,  but  by  faintly  (linking  from  it,  when  occafion  re- 
quireth  an  open  acknowledgment  and  exemplary  pra6Uce 
of  it. 

If  the  world  is  fo  very  bad,  it  will  not  be  worfe  for 
our  attempt  to  better  it ;  it  will  be  fo  much  at  leaft  better, 
that  one  therein  hath  that  worthy  purpofe. 

It  was  bad,  when  Noah  preached  righteoufnefs  to  it. 

It  was  bad,  when  Elias  was  fo  zealous  for  the  Lord  of 
hofts. 

It  was  bdxl,  when  Jeremy  was  derided  for  declaring 
God's  will  and  exhorting  to  repentance. 

They  were  very  bad  times,  when  all  the  Prophets  did 
drive  fo  earneftly  to  reclaim  men  from  their  wickednefs } 
being  reproached  and  perfecuted  for  doing  fo^  but  not 
deterred  from  doing  it :  the  refentment  they  had  of  the 
badnefs  of  times  did  not  make  them  abandon  the  means  of 
its  recovery  from  it.     ' 

The  whole  world  did  lie  in  wickednefs  when  the  Apoftles  1  John  v. 
did  undertake  the  reformation  of  it.  ^^ 

4n  in^,  if  meH/generally  upon  fuch  accounts  of  defpair-  None  cail- 
ii^  prudence  negle&  to  own  goodnefs,  what  muft  thcticc,  nVr*' 
confequence  be  ?  what,  but  that  piety  fliall  be  calhiered,  l^^^^' 
that  virtue  ihall  be  difcarded,  that  confcience  ihall  be  truth— 
quite  exploded  and  exterminated  from  the  world?  that ^^** '**•'*• 
oomfequently  an  horribly  deluge  of  various  mifchiefs,  a 
gfineral  prevalencie  of  lewdnefs  and  luxury,  of  fraud  and 
violeQce,  of  faAion  and  tumult,  a  violation  of  all  faitli 
and  friendfhip,  a  diiTolution  of  all  order  and  peace  will 

•  ^AI)il'Wh4l  muft  gtcw-  upon  this  ftate  of  things?  what 
b«it  ainolher  flood  of  judgments,  and  wofril  vengeance? 

U3 
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8ERM.  when  God's  patience  hath  been  tried  to  the  utmolt,  and  hid 
LXVIL  goodnefs  tired  with  bearing  fuch  a  load  of  abominations^  be 
Jcr.  ▼.  90.  will  be  forced  to  cry  out,  Shall  I  not  vifitfor  thefe  things  ? 
Ibt!  17**'  ^^^  ^^^  my  foul  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  nation  as  this  P 
Stultacali-  lo.  Another  principle  of  difpenfing  with  confcience  in 
diott,  per-  public  duties  and  converfation  before  men,  is  a  kind  of 
tatapru-  perverfe  wifdom,  or  fubtle  craft,  affe&ing  the  name  of 
ctTof.difcretion. 

jii.  p.  143.  Men  fee  there  are  divers  inconveniences  alten£ng  th6 
profeflion  of  refpe6k  to  God  and  confcience  in  aU  their 
doings  ;  that  the  world  may  diflike  and  difefteem  them, 
that  divers  perfons  will  hate,  malign,  reproach,  and  per- 
fecute  them  for  it ;  that  they  may  chance  to  be  crofied  in 
their  defigns,  and  lofe  profits  or  preferments  thereby; 
therefore  they  deem  it  advifable  to  decline  it  in  6pen 
view,  making  up  the  defeft  by  adoring  and  ferving  God 
in  private. 

Thus  they  think  to  falve  all,  by  msdntaining  a  neu- 
trality, and  compounding  the  bufinefs,  yielding  an  open 
conformity  to  the  world,  and  referving  a  fecret  t^gard  to 
God ;  finning  publicly,  and  privately  repenting ;  retaining 
their  credit,  quiet,  eafe,  pleafure,  with  their  confcience 
and  peace  of  mind ;  affefting  feme  piety,  but  avoiding  the 
Gal.  V.  11.  fcandal  of  it. 

They  would  hold  fair  with  both  fides ;  fo  that  neither 
the  world  fhould  perfecute  them  for  croffing  its  humour, 
nor  God  punifh  them  for  tranfgreffing  his  will. 

They  drive  a  fubtle  trade,  hoping  to  gain  on  all  hands^ 
both  the  benefits  of  the  other,  and  the  advantages  of  this 
world  'y  to  fave  their  foul,  and  ferve  their  worldly  interefts 
together : 

This  they  would  believe  a  point  of  fpecial  wifdom, 

Ecclef.  vii.  prefcribed  by  Solomon :  Be  not  righteous  overmuch^  neither 

*^>  ^^'       make  thyfelf  overwife^for  why  fhouldeji  thou  deftroy  thy^ 

felf?  Be  not  overmuch  wicked^  neither  he  thoufoolifh :  why 

Jhouldeft  thou  die  before  the  time  P 

But  this  rooking  trick,  to  hedge  thus  and  fave  ftakes^ 
to  play  fafl:  and  loofe,  to  dodge  and  (huflle  with  God,  God 
doth  not  like,  nor  will  fufier  himfelf  to  be  gulled  wi|h  it. 
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He  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  a  mongrel,  partial,  SERM. 
and  halting  fervice.  LKVlh 

He  will  not  allow  us  to  withhold  that  half  of  his  fenace  1  Kings 
^the  external,  vifible  part  thereof)  which  is  moft  honour- *^"' *** 
able  to  him,  and  moft  beneficial  to  our  neighbour. 

He  cannot  endure  a  double  heart,  or  a  double  face  5  one 
looking  upward  to  heaven,  another  downward  to  the  earth*. 
He  exa&eth  from  us  an  integrity  of  heart  and  perfec- 
tion of  obedience;  that  we  fhould  love  him  with  our 
whole  heart,  that  we  ftiould  be  perfeft  with  him^  that  we 
(hould  walk  uprightly,  not  deJleSiing  to  the  right  hand  or 
left  from  our  duty. 

He  will  not  endure  that  we  fhould  hold  amity  or  cor- 
refpondence  with  his  enemies ;  particularly  with  the  world, 
the  friendfliip  whereof  he  hath  declared  inconfiftent  with 
his  favour ;  and  that  it  is  a  fpiritual  adultery  toimpart  any 
of  our  afie&ions  to  it ;  according  to  that  of  St.  James ; 
Ye  adulterers  and  adulterejfes^  know  ye  not  that  the  friend- ^^f^^,^^;}^* 
Jhip  of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God?  fo  that  whofoevern, 
will  be  a  friend  of  the  world  lecometh  the  enemy  of  God.      nfc^n*T' 
We  may  fhift  as  well  as  we  can  in  the  world,  provided  19.  xvii» ' 
that  we  hold  innocence,   and  do   not  confpire  with  itp*^^^^^^^^ 
againft  God,  by  violation  of  our  duty  to  him^:  Be  wife^^^vui. 
as  ferpentSy  innocent   as  doves.  Matt.   x.    16.  {as  lambsy  phji,  jj^  ,^  • 
Luke  X.  3.) 

They  reproach  good  men  as  fuperftitious  5  who  are 
afraid  of  invifible  powers;  who  let  go  things  in  hand 
(prefent  interefts  and  pleafures)  for  a  reverfion  and  hope. 

As  if  God*s  word  were  not  fufficient  fecurity ;  as  if  we 
may  not  as  well  rely  upon  things  confpicuous  to  reafon,  as 
ihc^e  which  are  obvious  to  fenfe. 

If  Chriftianity  be  plainly  falfe,  they  fay  well ;  but  if  it*^:j;;'JJ  ... 
be  true,  very  abfurdly ;  yea  if  probable,  very  imprudently;  a. 
yea  if  poffible,  not  wifely. 

•  PiaL  xH.  3.  Jam.  1.  a.  iv.  8.  3  Chron.  xii.  33.  1  Titn.  Hi.  8.  L-yXmn. 
FfiU.  xjEXviii.  37.  Their  heart  was  not  whole  with  him.  (O.  Tr.)  Deut^xviii. 
13.  Job  i.  8.  Pfal.  xliv.  18.  czix.  51.  3  Chron.  xxxiv.  3.  Job  xxiii.  11. 
Matt.  vi.  34.  Luke  xvi.  13.  Avr2  KUfUti. 

f  Rom.  xvi.  19.     X«f^#  tig  ri  itytAn^  Axifmhtt  h  tit  ri  utuu*, 
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SERM.      They   charge    confcientious   men   with    timoroufnefs, 

^^^^^'  faintheartednefs. 

It  is  timoroufiiefs  or  blameable  fear  to  dread  things 
without  reafon^  things  nowife  formidable,  which  cannot 
hurt  us;  fuch  a  timorous  man  is  he,  that  out' of  fear  of 
men,  (of  difpleafing  them,  of  fufiering  by  them,  of  their 
reproach,)  &c.  tranfgrefleth  his  duty. 

But  to  fear  God  is  wifdom,  fobemefs,  duty,  virtue ;  it 
is  handfome  and  honourable,  becoming  our  nature,  our 
condition ;  the  paffion  of  fear  was  chiefly  put  in  us  for 
this  purpofe,  as  its  bed  ufe. 

Is  it  courage,  and  not  rather  madnefs  to  provoke,  to 
refift,  to  challenge,  to  cope  with  the  Almighty  ?  is  it  cou- 
rage to  throw  one's  felf  down  a  precipice,  to  leap  into  the 
infernal  lake  I  is  it  gallantry  to  dare  tranfgrefs  all  reafon 
and  fobriety  ?  is  it  brave  to  be  wild  and  fenfelefs,  &c.  ? 

It  is  true  courage  to  refift  and  repel  fin  aflaulting  a  man 
with  whatever  advantages  ;  to  dare  to  do  well,  although 
vain  men  deride,  and  fpiteful  men  hate  us  for  it.    . 

It  is  a  kind  of  martyrdom  to  be  ill  ufed  by  the  world 
for  adhering  to  his  duty  i  and  he  hath  a  ihare  in  that, 
Blejfed  are  they,  whofufferfor  righteoufnefs. 

Matt.  X.  39.     In  fine,  it  is  a  vain  prudence  to  be  thus  politic  with 

^y^*^  God  5  whereby  we  fhall  lofe  the  whole,  or  that  part  which 

r5,  a^txi^M  IS  invaluable,  out  of  prefimiption  to  fave  a  fmall  inconfi- 
derable.part. 

Gal.  V.  11.       If  this  be  prudence,  then,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  is  the  offence 

^T,::'"' of  the  crofsceafed. 

Phil.  iii.  8,      Then  our  Lord  prefcribed  a  foplifli  condition. 

Then  were  the  Apoftles  very  imprudent,  who  deferted 
all,  and  fuffered  fo  much  for  their  confcience ;  being  con- 
tent to  fecure  their  fpiritual  interefl:,  and  to  obtain  the 

Luke  X.  42.  eternal  rewards  of  piety ;  choofing  the  better  part,  which 
could  not  be  taken  from  them. 

Jam.  iii.  13.  What  the  true  wifdom  is  in  fuch  cafes  St.  James  hath" 
told  us :  Who  is  a  wife  man,  and  endued  with  knowledge 
among  you  P  let  him  Jhew  out  of  a  good  converfation  his 
works  with  meeknefs  of  wifdom. 


SERMON   LXVIII. 


OF  THE  GOODNESS  OF  GOD. 


Psalm  cxlv. 


The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all 
his  works. 

X  H£  goodnefs  of  God  is  a  frequented  theme ;  to  maqy  SERM. 
perhaps  it  may  feem  vulgar  and  trite;  fo  that difcourfe LXVIII. 
tberecHi)  like  a  ftory  often  told,  may  be  naufeoua  to  their 
ears :  but  in  truth  neither  can  we  fpeak  too  mu^  upon 
this  moft  excellent  fubje£t,  nor  ought  we  ever  to  be  weary 
i;n  hearing  ajx>ut  it ;  for  it  is  a  fign  that  the  palate  of  our 
mind  is  difiempered,  if  we  do  not  with  delight  and  afiec^ 
tion  reliih  any  mention  of  divine  goocbefa..  Yea,-  the 
obfervation  of  men's  common  pradice  would  induce  us 
to  think,  that  either  this  point  is  not  fo  well  known,' or 
but  little  believed,  or  at  leaft  not  well  confidered  and?  ap*- 
plied.  For  how  could  we  be  fo  void  of  love  to  God,  •of 
gratitude  toward  him,  of  faith  and  hope,  in  him,  weretwe 
thorou^ly  perfuaded,  did  we  ferioufly  confider,  that  he'is 
to  exceedingly  good  toward  us  ?  How  can  we  be  fo  ine 
ienfible  of  the  benefits  we  enjoy,  fo  diftruftful  of  finding 
fiiccours  and  fiipplies  in  our  need,  fo  diflatisfied  and.;dx& 
contented  ^mth  what  befalls  us,  if  we  conceive  and  weigh, 
that  all  things  do  proceed  from,  are  guided  and  governed 
by  immenfe  goodnefs  ?  How  alfo,  if  men  have  fuch  an 
opinion  of  God  imprefled  on  their  jmnds,  comes  it  to  pafs, 
that  they  are  fo  little  careful  to  refemble  and  imitate  him 
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SERM,  in  kindnefs^  bounty^  and  mercy  to  one  another  ?  How  Is 
liXVlll.  j^  jjj  gjj^^  ^j^^^  ^j^g  jjjQ^  powerful  argument  to  all  manner 
of  good  pra£tice^  and  the  mightieft  aggravation  of  iin^  if 
well  known  and  pondered^  hath  fa  little  force  and  efficacy 
upon  us  ?  From  experience  therefore  this  argument  may 
feem  fcarce  fufficiently  inculcated.  We  may  add,  that 
difcourfe  upon  this  attribute*  (which  above  all  other  at- 
tributes doth  render  God  peculiarly  admirable  and  ami- 
able) hath  this  fpecial  advantage  beyond  other  difcourfes, 
that  it  dothj  if  our  hearts  confpire  therewith,  approach 
moft  nearly  to  the  formal  exercife  of  the  moft  high  and 
heavenly  parts  of  devotion,  prsdfe  and  thank^ving ;  that 
it  more  immediately  conduces  to  the  breeding,  the  nou- 
rifhing,  the  augmenting  in  us  the  bed  and  nobleft  of  pious 
afiedions,  love  and  reverence  to  God ;  truft  and  hope  in 
him ;  willing  refolutions  to  pleafe  and  ferve  him ;  whence 
it  is  confequent,  that  we  cannot  too  much  employ  our 
thoughts,  our  words,  or  our  attention  upon  this  point. 
Befides  fo  much  reafon,  we  have  alfo  good  example  to 
countenance  us  in  fo  doing:  we  have  the  precedent  of 
the  holy  Pfalmift  refolving  to  make  it  his  conftant  and 
Pf. Izzxiz.  continual  employment:  /  wiUfng^  faith  he,  of  themer' 
cies  of  the  Lord;  with  my  mouth  will  I  make  known  thy 
pfal.  cxlv.  faithfulnefs  to  all  generations.  And,  Every  day  will  I 
blefs  thee,  and  I  will  praife  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever ; 
(that  bleffing  and  praifing  God,  the  context  fliews  to  have 
confifted  efpecially  in  the  declaration  of  God's  great  good- 
Pfal.  xcii.  nefs :)  and,  //  is  a  good  thing,  faith  he  again,  to  give 
^'  *•  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  fng  praifes  unto  thy  name,  O 

thou  wo/?  High:  to ^ew  forth  thy  lovingkindnefs  in  the 
morning,  and  thy  fait  hfulnefs  every  night.  Such  were  his 
intentions,  and  fuch  his  judgment  about  this  pra&ice; 
and  we  find  him  in  effeft  true  and  anfwerable  to  them ; 
every  fong  of  his,  every  meditation,  every  exercife  of  de- 
votion chiefly  harping  upon  this  firing ;  and  he  eamefUy 
wifhes  that  others  would  confent  and  confort  with  him 
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therein;  he  eameftly  exhorts  and  excites  them  thereto :  O  SERM. 
that  men  would  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs^  and  for  I^XVIII, 
his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men!  Praife  Mtfpiai. cvii. 
Ijordj  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord;  for  he  is  goody  for  his^'  ^^*  *• 
mercy  endurethfor  ever.    That  one  example  might  fuffi- 
ciently  authorize  this  praftice ;  but  we  have  innumerable 
others^  and  thofe  the  higheft  that  can  be^  to  encourage 
and  engage  us  thereto ;  even  the  whole  choir  of  heaven^ 
whofe  perpetual  bufinefs  and  happy  entertainment  it  is  to 
contemplate  with  their  minds'^  to  celebrate  with  their 
voices^   the  immenfe  goodnefs   of  God;  They  have,  asRcv.  iv.  s. 
it  is  in  the  Revelation^  no  reft  day  or  nighty  from  perform'- 
ing  this  office.  .  Such  is  the  fubje£t  of  our  difcourfe  ;  the 
which  our  text  moft  plainly  and  fully  exprefles  ;  aflerting 
not  only  the  goodnefs  of  God,  but  the  univerfal  and 
boundlefs  extent  thereof;  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  hii 
tender  merties  (or  his  bowels  of  affeBion  and  pity)  are  over 
all  his  works.    And  that  God  indeed  is  fuch,  we  fhall  firft 
<^ndeavour  to  declare,  then  (hall  briefly  apply  the  confider- 
ation  thereof  to  praftke. 

That  God  the  Lord,  and  Maker  of  all  things,  is  of  him- 
felf,  in  regard  to  all  his  creatures,  efpecially  to  us  men, 
iuperlatively  good,  that  is,  difpofed  never  without  juft  or 
iieceflkry  caufe  to  harm  us,  and  inclinable  to  do  us  all  pof-* 
fible  and  befitting  good,  the  univerfal  frame  of  nature  and 
the  conftant  courfe  of  Providence  do  afford  us  fufficient 
reafon  to  conceive,  and  mofl  frequent,  mofl  exprefs  tefli- 
monies  of  holy  Scripture  do  more  fully  demonffaate. 
TTiere  is  no  argument  from  natiu*al  efFefts  difcemible  by 
us,  which  proveth  God's  exiftence,  (and  innumerable  fuch 
there  are,  every  fort  of  things  well  fhidied  may  afford 
feme,)  the  which  doth  not  together  perfuade  God  to  be. 
very  kind  and  benign ;  careful  to  impart  tb  us  all  befit- 
ing  good,  fuitable  to  bur  natural  capacity  and  condition  ; 
and  unwilling  that  any  confiderable  harm,  any  extreme 
want  or  pain  fhduld  befall  us.  (I  interpofe  fuch  limita- 
tions, for  that  an  abfolute,  or  univerfal  and  perpetual 
exemption  from  all  kinds  or  all  degrees  of  inconvenience, 
an  accumulation  of  all  forts  of  appearing  good  upon  us^ 


300  Of  the  Goodnefs  of  God. 

SERM.  doth  not  become  or  fuit  pur  natural  fiate  of  being,  or  our 
LXVIII.  y^jj^  jjj  perfe£Uon  among  creatures  3  neither^  all  things 
being  duly  ftated  and  computed,  will  it  turn  to  bed  aC" 
count  for  us.)  The  bed  (no  lefs  convincing  than  obvi- 
ous) arguments,  aflerting  the  exiftence  of  a  Deity,  are 
deduced  from  the  manifold  and  manifeft  footfteps  of  ad- 
mirable wifdom,  (kill,  and  defign  apparent  in  the  general 
order,  and  in  the  particular  frame  of  creatures ;  the  beau- 
tiful harmony  of  the  whole,  and  the  artificial  contrivance 
of  each  part  of  the  world ;  the  which  it  is  hardly  poffible 
that  any  unprejudiced  and  undiftempered  mind  (hould 
conceive  to  proceed  from  blind  chance,  or  as  blind  ne- 
oeffity.  But  with  this  wifdom  are  always  complicated 
no  id^s  evident  marks  of  goodnefs.  We  cannot  in  all  that 
raft  bulk  of  the  creation,  and  numberlefs  variety  of  things^ 
difcover  any  piece  of  mere  pomp,  or  dry  curiofity ;  every 
thing  feems  to  have  fome  beneficial  tendency ;  acconding 
to  which  it  confers  fomewhat  to  the  need,  convenience,  or 
comfort  of  thofe  principal  creatures,  which  are  endued 
with  fenfe  and  capacity  to  enjoy  them.  Mod  of  them 
have  Br  palpable  relation  to  the  benefit  (to  the  fubfifience 
or  delight)  of  living  creatures  3  and  efpeciaUy  in  an  ulti- 
mate relation  to  the  benefit  of  man ;  and  the  reft,  al^ 
though  their  immediate  ufe  be  not  to  our  dim  fight  fo  dif- 
cemible,  may  therefore  be  reafonably  prefumed  in  their  ' 
natural  defignation  to  regard  the  fame  end.  Wherefore 
as  upon  confideration  of  that  ample  provifion,  which  is  made 
in  nature  for  the  neceflary  fuftenance,  defence,  and  re- 
lief, for  the  convenience,  delight,  and  fatisfa6lion  of  every 
creature,  any  man,  who  is  not  carelefs  or  ftupid,  nlay  be 
Pfal.  civ.  induced  to  cry  out  with  the  Pfalmift,  0  Lord,  how  mam- 
fold,  are  thy  works!  m  wifdom  haft  thou  made  them  all :  fo 
may  he  with*  no  lefs  reafon  and  ground  after  him  pro- 
K. xxxiii.  nounce  and  acknowledge;  The  earth  isfulloftbegood'^ 
ivii.  10!  ntfs  qftlie  Lord:  The  earth,  0  Lord,  is  full  of  thy  merey: 
cyiii.  4.  Thy  mercy  is  great  unto  the  heavens:  Thy  mercy  is  great 
izv.  11.  alove  the  heavens.  It  is  indeed  becaufe  divine  goodne&vis 
cm.  4.  freely  diffiJive  and  communicative  of  itfelf ;  becaufe  eflen- 
tial  love  is  a£tive  and  fruitful  in  beneficence;  becaufe 
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higheft  eiccdlency  is  void  of  all  envy,  felfiihnefs,  and  tena-'  SERM. 
«ity,  that  the  wrorldwas  produced  fuch  as  it  was;  thofe  LXVIII. 
perfections  being  intrinfical  to  God's  nature,  difpofed  him  -^~"-— 
to  beftow  fo  mv^ch  of  being,  of  beauty,  of  pleafure  upon 
his  creatures.     He  openeth  his  handy  they  are  filled  with  Pf.  civ.  se. 
good :  it  is  from  God's  open  hand,  his  unconfined  bounty 
dnd  liberality^  that  all  creature^  do  receive  all  that  good 
which  fills  them,  which  latisfies  their  needs,  and  fatiates 
their  ddires.  .Every  pleafant  objeA  we  view,  every  fweet 
and  favoury  morfel  we  tafle,  every  fragrancy  we  finell, 
every  harmony  we  hear;,  the  wholefome,  the  cheering^ 
the  uieful^  yea^  the  innocent  and  inoffenfive  qualities  of 
every  thing  we  do  ufe  and  enjoy,  are  fo  many  perfpicuous 
arguments  of  divine  goodnefs ;  we  may  not  only  by  our 
reafon  colle£l  it,  but  we  even  touch  and  feel  it  with  all 
our  fenfes. 

The  like  conclufion  may  be  inferred  from  the  obferva- 
tiofl  of  cUvine  Providence.  Every  iignification,  or  expe|i-r 
ment,  whence  we  may  reafonably  infer  that  divine  power 
and  wifdom  do  concur  in  upholding,  managing,  and  £«- 
reding  the  general  ilate  of  things,  or  the  particular  affairs 
of  men,  being  wdA  examined  and  weighed,  would'  afford 
reafon.  apt  to  perfuade,  that  the  Governor  of  the  world  is 
gracioufly  affe&ed  toward  his  creatures  and  fubje£ls.  The^ 
general  preiervation  of  things  in  their  natural  conftitutioo 
and  order ;  the  difpenfing  conftant  viciffitudes  of  feafon,  fQ 
ka  may  ferve  for  the  fupply  of  our  needs ;  the  maintaining 
fiich  a  coiufe  of  things  in  the  world,  that,  notwithftanding 
the  great  irregularity  of  will,  and  violence  of  paffion  in  f^ 
many  perfons ;  yet  men  do  ordinarily  ihift  fo  as  to  lire 
tolerably  upon  earth  in  peace  and  fafety,.and  enjoyment 
of  competent  aix:ommodalions  for  life;  with  the  aids  and 
confolalionfl>arifihg  from  mutual  fociety;  the  fi^ports,  enr 
couragements,  and  rev^ards  of  \artue  many  times  in  .a  . 
ftrange.  manner  ^adminiflered;  the  reftraints,  di&ppoist- 
lB0n|ts,.aad  feaipnable  chafiifementa  of  iwickedneis>  efpecir 
alfy  whcoiiit  grows  exorbitant  and  outrageous,  unexpeft'^ 
edly  intervening^'  with^thelika  paflages.  of  Providence^ 
mU>  to.  him  itat,  (h^  regard  the  wbtUs.  of  the  Lofdyond^-  sxTii!.»; 
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SERM.  the  operation  of  his  /latidsy  fufficiently  declare  as  the  other 
LXVIII.  glorious  attributes^  (wifdom,  power,  and  juftice,)  lb  cfpe- 
cially  the  goodnefs  of  him,  who  prefides  over  the  worid; 
affuring  that  he  is  a  friend  to  the  welfieuie,  and  diflikes  the 
mifery  of  mankind.     He  that  (hall  well  obferve  and  con-r 
fider  how  among  fo   many  fierce  and  hardhearted,  fo 
many  crafty  and  fpitefiil,  fo  many  domineering  and  de- 
vouring fpirits,  the  poor  and  weak,  the  fimple  and  harm-v 
lefs  fort  of  people  do  however  fubfift,  and  enjoy  fome-? 
what,  cannot  but  fufpeA  that  an  undifcemible  hand,  full 
of  [ttty  and  bounty,  doth  often  convey  the  necefiary  fup* 
ports  of  life  to  them,  doth  often  divert  imminent  imfchi^ 
from  them ;  cannot  but  acknowledge  it  credible,  what  die 
holy  Scripture  teacheth,  that  God  is  the  friend,  and  pa- 
tron, and  protedor  of  thofe  needy  and  helplefs  people,^ 
Pfid.  xiv.  6.  redeeming   their  foul  from    deceit  and  violence,  as   the 
SxiKiat'  Pfalmift  fpeaksj  that  he  is,  as  the  Prophet  expreifeth  it. 
Ha.  xzr.  4.  ajirength  to  the  poor,  ajirefigth  to  the  needy  in  his  di^efs, 
a  refuge  from  thefiorm,  ajhadowfrom  the  heat,  when  the 
llqft  of  the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  Jiorm  againjl  the  wall. 
He  that  (hall  remark,  how  frequently,  in  an  unaccountable 
way,  fuccour  and  relief  do  fpring  up  to  juft  and  innocent 
Pfal.  perfons  5  fo  that  in  a  whole  age,  as  the  Pfalmift  obferved, 

xxxvii.  25.  ^^^j^  perfons  do  not  appear  deftitute  or  forfaken;  how  alfp 
iniquity  is  commonly  flopped  in  its  full  career,  and  then 
eafily  receives  a  check,  when  its  violence  feemed  uncon- 
trollable ;  how  likewife  many  times  the  world  is  refcued 
from  confufions  and  diftraftions  unextricable  by  any  vift- 
ble  wit  or  force ;  with  other  like  occurrences  in  humai^ 
affairs ;  muft  admit  it  for  a  reafonable  hypothefis  (fit  to 
render  a  caufe  of  fuch  appearances)  that  a  tranfcendent 
goodnefs  doth  fecretly  interpofe,  furthering  the  produc- 
tion of  fuch  effefls ;  he  muft  upon  fuch  obfervation  b& 
Pfal.  iviii.  ready  to  verify  that  of  the  Pfalmift :  Ferily  there  is  a  re^ 
"^'*  ward  for  the  righteous  ;  verily  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth 

the  earth.  St.  Paul  inftruAs  us,  that  in  paft  times  (that 
A6U  xiv,  is,  in  all  generations  from  the  beginning  of  things)  God 
^^'  did  attejl  hirnfelf  to  be  the  Governor  of  the  world :  How  ?  ' 

ayo^oiroioiy,  by  his  beneficencej  giving  to  men Jhowers  from 
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heaven  J  ^tnd  ftuUful  feafonsy  filling  their  hearts  with  food  SERM, 
and  gladnefs :  competent  evidences,  it  feems,  thefe  were  LXVIII. 
of  his  providence,  and  withal  (fuppofing  that)  certain  de-  ' 
monftrations  of  his  goodnef^ :  although  fome  have  abided 
this  kind  of  teftimony,  or  argumentation,  fo  valid  in  itfelf, 
xmto  a  contrary  purpofe ;  alleging,  that  if  God  ruled  the 
world,  fo  much  wickednefs  and  impiety  would  not  be  to- 
lerated therein;  that  ingrateful  and  evil  men  could  not 
fo  thrive  and  flourifh ;  that  more  fpeedy  and  more  fevere 
vengeance  would  be  executed;  that  benefits  would  not 
be  fcattered  among  the  crowd  of  men,  with  fo  promifcu- 
ous  and  undifiinguifhing  a  freenefs.  But  fuch  difcourfesj^ 
upon  a  juft  and  true  account,  do  only  infer  the  great  pa- 
tience and  clemency,  the  unconfined  mercy  and  bounty  of 
our  Lord;  that  he  is  in  difpofition  very  different  from  pet- 
tifli  and  impatient  man^  who,  fliould  he  have  the  reins 
put  into  his  hands,  and  in  his  adminiilration  of  things 
fliQuld  be  fo  often  neglefted,  croffed,  abufed,  would  foon 
overturn  all  things;  and,  being  himfelf  difcompofed 
with  paffion,  would  precipitate  the  world,  into  confiifion 
and  ruin. 

Things  would  not  have  fubfiAed  hitherto,  and  continued 
in  their  orderly  courfe,  but  by  the  moderation  of  an  inqi- 
menfe  goodnefs ;  by  that 
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It  is  by  the  hordes  mercies  that  we  (we,  the  whole  body  of  Ltm.  iji. 
finful  men,  fo  guilty  of  heinous  provocations  and  rebel-  ^' 
lions  againft  our  Maker)  are  not  confumed.    And  what 
agsun  God  in  the  Prophet  fpeaks  concerning  Ifrael,  heHoCzLs. 
might  have  applied  to  the  whole  nation  of  men :  How 
JhttU  I  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  P  howfhall  J  deliver  thee^  If 
ruelf  how  Jhall  I  make  thee  as  Admah  ?  how  Jhall  I  Jet 
theeas  Zeloim  f  I  will  not  execute  the  fercenefs  of  my  an^ 
ger^  I  will  not  return  to  deftroy  Ephraim;  for  I  am  Gody 
and  not  man.    The  reafon  (for  I  am  God,  and  not  man)  is 
obfervable;  implying  (upon  parity  of  reafon  in  the  cafes, 
concerning  that  one  nation,  and  concerning  the  body  of 
men)  that  it  is  an  indulgence  and  forbearance  9'bove,  if 
not  contrary  to  the  temper  of  man,  and  even  beyond  hu^ 
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SERM.  man  conceit^  whereby  the  ftate  of  tlmigs  here  doth  fiibfiftj 
LXVIII.  and  is  preferved  from  ruin. 

Thus  nature  and  thus  Providence  do  bear  witnefs  coir- 
ceming  the  difpofition  of  God.  As  for  Scripture^  there  b 
nothing  either  in  way  of  poiitive  aflertion  more  frequendy 
inculcated^  or  by  more  illuftrious  examples  let  forth^  and 
made  palpable^  than  this  attribute  of  God.  When  God 
would  impart  a  portraiture  or  defcription  of  himfelf  to 
Gzo<l-  his  deareft  friend  and  favourite^  Mofes ;  the  firft  and  chief 
lineaments  thereof  are  feveral  forts,  or  feveral  infiances  of 
goodnefs;  he  exprefles  himfelf  Merciful  and  graciousj 
bn  longfufferingy  and  abundant  in  goodnefs:  {MercifiU:  El 
^"^n^tackum)  a  God  of  pitying,  or  ftrong  in  pity;  that  is,  moft 
apt  to  commiferate  and  to  fuccour  thofe  who  are  in  need 
or  diftrefs.  Gracious,  that  is,  ready  both  freely  to  forgive 
wrongs,  and  to  difpenfe  favours.  Longfuffering,  or  Um^ 
gus  irarum,  that  is,  not  foon  moved,  or  apt  eafily  to  con- 
ceive  difpleafure;  not  hafty  in  execution  of  vengeance,  or 
venting  his  anger  in  hurtful  effed:s.  Alundant'  m  good^ 
nefs,  that  is,  not  fparing  as  to  quantity  or  quality,  either 
in  the  multitude  or  magnitude  of  his  favours,  but  in  all 
refpefts  exceedingly  liberal;  conferring  willingly  both 
Pfal.  very  many  and  very  great  benefits.     Such  did  God  re- 

du '^r  &c  pr^f^"^  himfelf  to  Mofes,  when  he  defired  a  fuller  know- 
ledge and  nearer  acquaintance  with  him,  than  ordinary 
means  afford.  The  fame  charafter  in  fubftance  we  have 
often  repeated,  and  fometimes  with  advantage  of  empha- 
tical  expreffion,  well  deferving  our  obfervation  and  regard; 
Joel  ii.  13.  as  when  the  Prophet  Joel  faith,  that  God  is  penitent,  or 
Micah  viu  forryjfor  evil  infli&ed;  and  Micah,  that  he  delighteth  in 
Heh.'ix.  17, mercy ;  and  when  Nehemiah  calleth  him  a  God  of  par- 
dons; and  when  Ifaiah  reprefents  him  as  waiting  (or 
feeking  occafions)  to  be  gracious :  and  all  this  in  the  Old 
Teftament,  where  God  feems  to  look  upon  man  with  a 
lefs  ferene  and  debonair  afpeft.  Indeed,  as  that  difpenfa- 
tion  (fuitably  to  the  nature  and  condition  of  things  under 
it)  doth  fet  out  God's  mercy  and  goodnefs,  with  efpecial 
relation  to  this  prefent  world,  or  te!mporal  eflatc ;  fo  the 
New  one  more  abimdantly  dHplays  his  more  excellent 
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care  and  love  of  our  fouls;  his  great  tendemefs  of  our  fpi-  SERM. 
ritual  and  eterhal  welfare.     It  is  all  of  it  in  its  nature  and  LXVIII. 
defign  but  as  it  were  one  entire  declaration  of  the  to  p^pij-  Rom.  a.  4. 
rov  T«v  ©fw,  (the  beneficial  difpofitian,  the  benignity,  or 
bountifulnefs  of  God,  as  St.  Paul  telleth  us;)  it  is  a  rare 
IHt>je&  of  diving  philanthropy;  an  illuftrious  affidavit  of 
Ghod's  wonderful  propenfity  to  blefs  and  fave  mankind; 
manifefled  by  the  higheft  expreflions  and  infiances  of  love 
and  goodnefs  that  were  pqffible,     (For  his  not  fparing  hi^ 
pwn  Son,  the  exprefs  image  of  his  fulftance,  the  deareft 
pbje&  cJ  his  infinite  love,  the  partaker  of  his  eternal  na« 
ture.  and  glory,  but  delivering  him  up  a  facrifice  for  our 
offences  ^  his  mod:  earned  wooing  our  bafenefs  and  un- 
worthinefs  to  reconciliation  vdth  him,  and  admiffion  or 
acceptance  of  his  favour ;  his  tendering  upon  fo  fair  and 
eafy  terms  an  pndlefs  life  in  perfect  joy  and  blifs ;  his  fur*- 
Hifl^ng  ,ug  with  fo  plentiful  ioieans  and  powerful  aids  for 
attaining  that  happy  ilate— how  pregnant  demonflrationsRom.v.3i. 
are  thefe,  of  unfpeakable  goodnefs  toward  us !  whence) 
The  ordinary  titles  in   this  difpenfation  attributed  unto 
him,  arc,  the  God  (f  love  and  peace^  of  hope,  of  patience  ;  a  Cor.  xiU. 
of  all  grace,  of  all  confolation';  the  father  of  pities^  rich  in  "pc^y.  10. 
mercy;,  full  if  bowels;  love  and  goodnefs  itfelf    Thus  dothEpb.  ii.  4. 
the  Scripture.pofitivelyaflert  God's  goodnefs;  thus  it  di- 1  john'iv.  * 
rediy.r6prefents  and  defcribes  his  gracious  difpofition  to-®* 
ward  us.    And  as  for  examples,  (which  muft  ferve  as  to 
illuibate  and  explain,  fo  alfo  to  verify  and  aifure  matters 
of  this  nature,)  if  we  carefully  attend  to  God's  ordinary 
proceedings,  with  men  there  recorded,  we  ihall  find  this 
/iifpofition  very  confpicuous  in  them.     Who  can  recount  Lake  yi. 
the  number,  or  fet  out  the  value  of  thofe  inftances  where-  ^^^nS'i^ 
in  God'^  goodnefs  is  exprefled  toward  fuch  as  loved  him  ?  the  un- 
of  his.  admirable  condefcenfion  in  drawing  them  to  him ;  and^to*thc 
of  the  afie£ttonate  tendemefs^  with  which  he  eonftantly«vJl- 
embraced  them ;  of  his  merciful  indulgence  toward  them, 
when. provoked  by  their  untowardly  behaviour;   of  his 
kind  acceptance,  and  munificent  recompenfing  their  en- 
deavours to  pleafe  him ;  of  his  deep  compaifionating  their 
YOt.  III.  H 
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SERM.  fufferings ;  of  his  vigilant  carefulnefs  over  thero^  and  over 

LXVIII.  all  their  concernments  ?  Methinks  the  higheft  expreffimis 

"■"""""^  that  language,  affifted  with  all  its  helps  of  metaphor  and 

refemblance,  can  afibrd,  are  very  langmd  and  faini  in 

comparifon  of  what  they  drain  to  reprefent^  when  the 

WW- .        goodnefs  of  God  toward  them  who  love  him  comes  to  be 

PfaL  ctiii    exprefled :  jis  the  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth,  fo  great 

ii»  i3«       is  his  mercy  toward  them  that  fear  him :  like  as  a  father 

pitieth  his  children,  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  thai  fear  bim: 

fo  David  drives  to  utter  it,  but  with  fimilitudes  far  ihort 

of  the  truth.    If  any  will  come  near  to  reach  it^  it  is  thftt 

Deut.        in  Mofes  and  Zechariah,  when  they  are  compared  to  the 

S^';  i\%.«ppfc  of  God's  eye,  that  is,  to  the  moft  dear  and  tender 

part,  as  it  were,  about  him. 
John  ZY.        We  find  them  often  ftyled,  and  ever  treated,  as  friends 
'^^^         and  as  children;  and  that  in  a  fenfe  tranfcen^Ung  the  vul- 
XX.  7«        gar  fignification  of  thofe  words ;  for,  what  frietidfbip  could 
endure,  could  pafs  over,  could  forget,  could  admit  an  en- 
tire reconciliation  and  reeftablifhment  in  afie&ion  aft^r 
fuch  heinous  indignities,  fuch  infidelities,  fuch  undutiful- 
nefs,  as  were  thofe  of  Adam,  of  Noah,  of  David,  of  Peter? 
Who  would  have  received  into  favour  and  fieunifiarity  a 
Manaffes,  a  Magdalen,  a  Paul  ?  Who  would  fo  far  extend 
his  regard  upon  the  pofterity  (upon  fuch  a  pofterity^  fo 
untoward,  fo  unworthy)  of  his  friend,  as  God  did  upon 
that  of  Abraham,  in  refpeft  unto  him?    What  great 
prince  would  employ  his  principal  courtiers  to  guard  and 
K.xxxiv.7.ferve  a  poor  attendant,  a  mean  fubjeft  of  his?  Yet,  The 
angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear 
him,  and  delivereth  them  ;  and  many  inftances  we  have  of 
thofe  glorious  inhabitants  of  heaven  by  God*s  appointment 
ftooping  down  to  wait  upon  and  to  perform  fervice  to  the 
fons  of  men.    But  upon  examples  of  this  nature,  being 
iiumberlefs,  and  compofing  indeed  the  main  body  of  the 
facred   hiftory,   (it   being  chiefly  defigned  to  reprefent 
>,them,)  I  Ihall  not  infift;  I  (hall  only  obferve,  for  prevent- 
ing or  fatisfying  objedions,  (yea,  indeed,  for  turning  them 
to   the   advantage   and  confirmation  of  that  which  we 
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affert^)  that  even  m  thofe  cafes,  wherein  God's  higheft  SERM. 
feverity  hath  been  exercifed,  when  God  hath  purpofed  to  I^XVIIl . 
exhibit  moft  dreadfiil  inftances  of  his  juftice  upon  the  moft 
provocative  occaiions  ;  we  may  difcem  hi«  goodnefs  emi- 
nently (hewing  itfelf  ^:  that  even  in  the  greateft  extremity 
of  his  difpleafure,  in  his  a6ts  of  higheft  vengeance,  mercy  j^^.  ii.  13. 
doth  xetraKaxjxpi<rdoa  7%  xgheoos,  (as  St.  James  fpeaketh,) 
iaq/i  itjelf,  and  triumph  over  jtiftice:   that  God,  as  the 
fun,  (to  ufe  Tertullian's  fimilitude,)  when  he  feems  moft  to 
infeft  and  fcorch  us,  doth  even  then  difpenfe  ufefol  and 
healthful  influences  upon  us^.     Even,  I  fay,  in  the  mpft 
terrible  and  amazing  examples  of  divine  juftice  (fuch  as 
were  the  eje£ting  and  excluding  mankind  from  Paradife ; 
the  general  deftruftion  in  the  deluge ;  the  exfcinding  and 
extirpation  of  the  Amorites,  together  with  other  inhabit- 
ants of  Canaan  5  the  delivering  Ifrael  and  Judah  into  the  Vide  Chryf. 
Aflyrian  thraldom,  the  final  deftru6lion  of  Jerufalem,  to-  g^pj'ea.^'* 
gedier  with  the  difperfion  of  the  Jewifh  nation  over  theo|>timc. 
world,  and  its  fad  confequences)  we  may  (not  hardly) 
obfervc  particulars,  more  than  favouring  of  great  mercy 
and  goodnefs. 

I.  That  (in  moft  of  thefe  cafes,  in  all  according  to  fome 
account)  God  was  not  moved  to  the  difpleafure  productive 
of  thofe  efie£ts  but  upon  very  great  confiderations.  That 
he  did  not  feek  advantages,  nor  embrace  all  occafions; 
but  was  incenfed  by  fuperlative  degrees  of  iniquity  and 
impurity,  (fuch  in  their  own  nature,  and  much  aggra- 
vated by  their  circumftances,)  ^ch  as  rendered  common 
life  inconvenient  and  infupportable  to  men;  made  the 
earth  to  ftink  with  their  filth  and  corruption ;  to  groan 
under  the  burden  and  weight  of  them;  to  pant  and  la- 
bour for  a  riddance  from  them. 

^  Ttf*r§^  ^iKitt^^tttritt  h  n/MJifM*  Srat  ya^  iyti  iru^»fiat  xaXeil^uv  rov  Gt jy.     Naz^. 
Ortf/.  38. 

fVMUy  »•*  rn»  pXmi^anrUif.     Chryf,  *Ati^,  (• 

'O  Qiis  avra^s  i8»,  xff  tutfytrfif  k^v  »«X«^jf,  cfuinfs  M'  ^ym^is^     Ibid, 
'Tunc  maxime  eft  optimus,  cum  tibi  non  bonus;  ilcut  fol  tibi  ecJHm 

quando  non  putas  optimus  et  utilis,  &c.    Ttrtulh  in  Marc.  it.  2« 

X  7. 
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SERIAL      2.  That  God  did  not  upon  the  firft  glimpfes^  of  proro- 
LXV^III.  cation  proceed  to  the  execudon  and  difcbarge  b£  his 
wrath^  but  did  with  wonderful  patience  expeA  a  change 
Ifa.  xuu    h&  the  ofienders,  waiting  to  be  gracious^  as  the  Prophet 
fpeaketh;  affording  more  than  competent  time,  andmeans 
more  than  fuflicient  of  appealing  him.. by  repentance; 
youchfafing  ft«quent  admonitions^  felicitations,  threaten- 
ings,  moderate  corre^ons,  and  other  fuch  .proper  .me- 
thods  conducing  to  their  amendment  and  to  their  prefer- 
vation«    - 
•  3.  That  the  -infli£lions  themfelves,  how  grieTCXUs  fo- 
ever  in*  appearance,  were  not  really  extreme  in  mealun; 
not  accompanied  with  fo  acute  torments,  nor  with  fo  lin- 
gering pains,  nor  with  fo  utter  a  ruin,  as  might  have  been 
infli£):ed;   but  that  (as  E^ra,  in  refpef):  to  one  of  thofe 
Ez.  iz.id.  cafes,  confeffeth)  they  were  lefs  than,  their  iniquities  de^ 
pr.  l^TviiU  ferved.    That,  as  it  is  in  the  Pfalm,  H«  did  notJHr.up-edl 
^^'  his  wrath;   which  would  have  immediately  confumed 

them,  or  infinitely  tormented  them.  .   j.       ..-..w  -. . 

4.  That  (confequently  upon  fome  of  thofe 'pseraifes) 
the  afflictions  brought  upon  them  were  in  a  ibrt  rather 
neceflary  than  volunt^y  in  refpe£k  of  him  >  rather  a  (na- 
tural fruit  of  their  difpofitions  and  dealings,  than  a.  free 

Ezek.  xviii.  rcfult  of  his  will ;  however  contrary  to  his  primary  inten- 
xxrfi?  11  **^^^  ^^  defires.  Whence  he  no  lefs  truly  than  eamefily 
Lam.  iii.  difclaims  having  any  pleafute  in  their  death,  that  he:(jf- 
Hof.  xiii.  9.*^^^^^  u/i//iwg/y,  or  grieved  the  children   of  men.;    and 

charges  their  difafters  upon  themfelves,  as  the  fole  caufes 

of  them. 

5.  That  farther,  the  chaftifements  infli6ked  were  whole*- 
fome  and  profitable,  both  in  their  own  nature,  and  ac- 
cording to  his  defign^i;  both  in  refpeft  to  the  generality  of 
men,  (who  by  them  were  warned,  and  by  fuch  examples 
deterred  from  incurring  the  like  mifchiefs;  were  kept 
•from  the  inconveniences,  fecured  from  the  temptations, 
the  violences,  the  allurements,  the  contagions  of  the  pre- 


d  Chryf.  *h*\,  Z;, 

*0/AW  Koi  ^ixtuffis  Hx)  largos  xtu  h^dfrnt^Sg  iftv  i  Qsog.     Ihid, 
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lent  evU  fiate;  according  to  that  reafon  alleged  for  pu*  SERM. 
mfhinents  of  this  kind:  All  the  people  Jhall  heary  andfear^  LXVIII. 
€nd  do  no  more  pr^umpiuoti/ly^)  and  in  regard  to  the  fuf- peut.  xvn/ 
ierers  ,  thcmfelves,  who  thereby  were    prevented    from^^* 
proceeding  &rther  in  their  wicked  courfes^;  accumvdating 
{pr.iraqfiaing  up^  as  the  Apoftle  fpeaketh)  farther  degrees  Rxmi.  H.  5. 
oiwmtkfas  obdurate  and  incorrigible  pec^e  will  furely 
do  J  {IFhyy  taith:  the  Pro^^t^Jkould  ye  be  Jirkken  fli^ifa.i.5. 
more?  ftowhat  purpofe  is  moderate  eorre6tic«i  ?)  Ye  will^^"^'  ^®' 
rwok  more  nnd^morei)  •  That  he  did  with  a  kind  of  via* 
lence  to  his  ovm^AinclinationSy  and  rehidancy,  infii&  pu^ 
nifhments  on  them.  ^  0  Ephraimj  how  Jhall  I  give  thee  up,  Hof.  zi.  s. 
O  cEpAmm/ Yea. farther : 

.'(L  That^  during  theiv  fufferance^  God  did  bear  compaf* 
ion  toward  them  who  XMnderwent  it.     His.  bowels^  as  weirz^  izHi. 
aj» told, Jounded  and  were.trmdded;  his  bear^  was  turned^Qf^'^^^^ 
wiihinihimj:la^  repeniings  were  khdled  hgeiher;  in  aU^^^-*^^'^* 
4bek  ^jffb&ans.kimjSsif  mas.  affiihd;  ke^remembetedj  and 0^,^19^ 
cm^bdertdfhey  were  but  ii^;  .that  theyr  ir^w  ^  »>^^  Pfli. Viii. 
(ihad  they  mere  but  of  a  weak  and  .frail  tem^r^i  that  tbey  14.  ixxvUL 
weter:  naturally  prone  to  corruption  and  erily)  and  did^^' 
tkeiefore  pity  their  infirmity  and  their  iniferjr«         - '  . '    .^ 

.7*  That  God  in.hisiwratk  remembered  n^etey^  (as  the  Hab*  in.  s. 
preset  UabakkidL  ipeak8))i  Buxing.gracious  intention^ 
of' future;  refrefliment  and  .reparation  witb-iAhe  p«dbnt95°'^**^ 
executions    of.juftice.      I. know,   fai<lh  he  in.  the  prQ«- je"' xziz. 
pfaet .  Jeiemiah,  the.  thoughts  thai  I  think  towca^d  ycu;^^-*^^^* 
thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of  evily  to  give:  you  an  estpeBed 
end.    Behold,  I  will  bring  health  and  cure,  I  will  cure 
them,  and  will  reveal  unto  them  abundance  of  peace  and 
truth.     And,   For  a  fmall  moment,   laith   he  again   in  ifa.  lir.  7. 
Ifaiah^    have  I  forfaken   thee ;   but  with  great  mercies 
wiU  I  gather  thee.     And,   Ye  Jhall  be  comforted  con-  Ezck.  ziv* 
ceming  the  evil  that  I  have  brought  upon  Jerufalem — ^»*®* 
and,  ye  Jhall  know  that  I  have  not  done  without  caufe  all  that 
I  have  done  in  it,  fmih  the  Lord ;  (he  faith  fo  in  Ezekiel  >) 

lt9fiwfU90s.    Chtyf.  com.  viii.  p.  99. 
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SERM.  without  caufCf  that  is,  without  a  benefidal  defign  toward 
LXVIll,  ^em. 

8.  Laftly,  That  he  always  fignified  a  readinefs  to  turn 
from  his  anger,  and  to  forgive  them;  and  upon  very  equal 
and  eafy  terms  to  be  fully  reconciled  to  them ;  according 

Pf.  cUi.  9.  to  that  in  the  Pfalm,  He  doth  not  always  chide^  neither 
will  he  keep  his  anger  for  ever  ;  but  upon  any  reafonable 
overtures  of  humiliation,  confeffion,  and  converfion  to 
him,  was  ready  to  abate,  yea,  to  remove  the  effe&s  of  his 

Paa.xcix.  difpleafure  :  Thou  wq/i  a  God  that  forgave/i  them,  though 
thou  tookeji  vengeance  of  their  inventions. 

Thefe  particulars,  if  we  attentively  furvey  thofe  dread- 
ful examples  of  divine  feverity  forementioned,  (the  great- 
eft  which  hiftory  acqusdnts  us  with,  or  which  have  been 
(hewed  on  this  theatre  of  human  aflfairs,)  we  may  obferve 
moft  of  them  in  all,  all  of  them  in  fome,  either  plainly 
exprefled,  or  fufficiently  infinuated  by  the  circumftances 
obfervable  in  the  hiftorical  narrations  concerning  'them  \ 
fo  that  even  the  harflieft  inftances  of  Grod's  wrathful  deal- 
ing with  fome  men,  may  well  ferve  to  the  illuftration  of 
his  mercy  and  goodnefs  toward  all  men ;  may  evince  it 
true,  what  our  Lord  affirms,  that  God  is  xpis^^  ^^  ^«- 

Lukevi.85.g/rot^;  xal  irovijpouf,  kind  and  beneficent  even  to  the  moft  in^ 
grateful  and  unworthy  perfons.  To  make  which  obfer- 
vation  good,  and  confequently  to  affert  the  verity  of  our 
text  (that  God  is  good  unto  allj  and  merciful  over  all  his 
works)  againft  the  moft  plauiible  exceptions,  I  (hall  exa- 
mine the  particulars  in  the  following  difcourfe. 


SERMON   LXIX. 


OF  THE  GOODNESS  OF  GOD. 


Psalm  cxlv.  9. 

The  Lard  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all 
his  works, 

L  SHALXi  now  more  particularly  confider  the  feveral  in-  SERM. 
ftances  before  mentioned.  LXIX. 

!•  The  pmiifhment  inflifted  on  mankind  for  the  firft 
tranfgreffion  containeth  in  it  much  of  depth  and  myftery^ 
furpaffing  perhaps  all  capacity  of  man  to  reach ;  its  full 
compreheniion  being  by  divine  wifdom,  I  conceive,  pur- 
pofely  concealed  from  us;  fo  that  I  cannot  pretend  tho^ 
roughly  to  explain  it ;  and  fhall  not  therefore  fpeak  much 
about  it. 

This  indeed  is  clear,  that  God  did  in  his  proceedings, 
occaiioned  thereby,  intend  remarkably  to  evidence  his 
grievous  refentment  and  indignation  ag^nft  wilful  difo- 
bedience ;  yet  in  the  management  thereof  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that, 

I.  After  that  provocation  (in  itfelf  fo  high,  and  liable  to 
fo  great  aggravations)  ^  God  did  exprefs  his  refentment  in 
fo  calm  and  gentle  a  manner,  that  Adam,  though  abafhed 
upon  the  confcience  of  his  fault,  was  not  yet  by  the  ve- 
hemency  of  the  reproof  utterly  difmayed  or  dejefted. 

jm)  wmfAfAtm^i,  dcc.     Hid, 
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SERM.  2.  God  ufed  great  moderation  in  the  infli&on  of  thi« 
LX1X«  punifhment;  mitigating  the  extremity  of  the  fentence 
Gen.  ii.  i7J^^y  decreed  and  plainly  declared  to  Adam^  (that^  m 
cafe  of  his  offending  agdnft  the  law  prefcril>ed  him,  he 
{hould  immediately  die,)  for  notwithftanding  his  forfeiture 
that  very  day  of  life,  God  reprieved  him,  and  allowed 
him  a  long  life,  almoft  of  a  thoufand  years,  after. 

3.  God  did  not  quite  reje£i  man  thereupon,  nor  did 
withdraw  his  fatherly  care  and  providence  from  him,  but 
openly  continued  them ;  infomuch  that  immediately  after 
the  curfe  pronounced  upon  our  firft  parents,  the  next  paf" 

Gen.iii.ai.fage  we  meet  with  is,  that  unto  Adam  and  his  wife  did 
the  Lord  God  make  coats,  and  clothed  them. 

4.  Although  indeed  man  was  by  his  fault  a  great  lofer, 
and  became  deprived  of  high  advantages  |  yet  the  merpy 
of  God  did  leave  him  in  no  very  deplorable  eftate,  fimply 
confidered,  as  to  his  life  here ;  the  relics  of  his  firft  eftate, 
and  the  benefits  continued  to  him,  being  very  conflderable; 
fo  that  we  the  inheritors  of  that  great  di&fter  do  com- 
monly find  the  enjoyment  of  life,  with  the  conveniences 
attending  it,  to  be  fweet  and  defirable. 

5.  The  event  manifefts,  that  while  God  in  appearance 
fo  feverely  piuiifhed  mankind,  he  did  in  his  mind  refervc 
thoughts  of  higheft  kindnefs  toward  us ;  even  then  de- 
figning  not  only  to  reftore  us  to  our  former  degree,  but 
to  raife  us  to  a  capacity  of  obtaining  a  far  more  high 
pitch  of  happinefs.  While  he  excluded  us  from  a  ter- 
reftiial  paradife  here,  he  provided  a  far  better  celeftial  one, 
into  which,  if  we  pleafe,  by  obedience  to  his  holy  laws, 
we  may  certainly  enter.  So  that  in  this  of  all  nioft 
heavy  inftance  of  vengeance,  God*s  exceeding  goodnefs 
and  clemency  do  upon  feveral  confiderations  mofi  clearly 
flbine. 

II.  The  calamity,  which  by  the  general  deluge  did 
overflow  the  world,  was  not  (we  may  confider)  brougfet 
upon  men  but  in  regard  to  the  moft  enormous  offenoes 
long  continued  in,  and  after  amendment  was  become  def- 
perate :  not  till  after  much  forbearance,  and  till  men  were 
grown  to  a  fuperlative  pitch  of  wickednefs,  by  no  fit  means 
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'^by  no  friendly  warnings  no  iharp  reprehenfion,  ho  mo-  SERM. 
derate  cbaftifemoit)  corrigible;  not  until  the  earth  was  I^IX. 
become  (e(^)eeially  forperfons  of  any  innoeence  or  inte- 
grity)  no  tolerable  babitationVbut  a  theatre  of  lamentable 
tragedies,  a  feat  of  horrid  iniquity,  a  fink  of  loathfome 
imjpurity.  So  that  in  reafon  it  was  to  be  efteemed  rather  a 
Savour  to  maxikind,  to  uefcue  it  fix)m  fo  unhappy  a  ftate, 
than  to  fiiffer  it  to  perfift  therein*    To  fiintch  men  away 
out  of  fo  uncomfortable  a  place,  from  fo  wretched  a  coa^ 
dition,  was  ar  mercy  5  it  had  been  a  judgnaent  to  have  left 
them  annoyihg,  rifling,  and  haraffingv  biting,  tearing,  and 
devouring;  yea,  defiling  and  debauching  each  other;  and 
fo  heaping  upeoa  themfelves  loads  of  guih,  and  deeper  ob-* 
ligaticttis  to  vengeance.     The  earthy  faith  the  teocl,  was  Gen.  v\. 
wvn^t  before  God;  and  the  earth  was  filed  with  violeme.  "*  *** 
Qod  hokedupon  the  earth,  and  lehold  it  was  corrupt  if  or 
aUfleJh  had  corrupted  its  way  upon  the  earth  ;  which  uni- 
verial  and  extreme  corruption  had  not  in  probability  fprung 
lijjt:  i«  a  fmall  time  ^  for, ' 

Nemo  repente  fuit  turpifltous,-^-^ 
is  true  not  only  of  fingle  men,  but  of  communities ;  no 
people,  no  age  doth  fuddenly  degenerate  into  extreme 
degrees  of  wickednefs ;  fo  that  the  divine  patience  bad 
long  endured  and  attended  upon  men,  before  the  refolur 
tiofi  of  thus  punifhing  them  was  taken  up;  the  which 
alfa  was  not  at  firft  peremptory  and  inreverfible,'  but  in 
God's  defi^  anddefire  it  was  revocabk;  for  the  worU 
had  a  long  reprieve  after  the  fentence  pafied ;  exeooition 
ii»s  drferred  till  Noah's  long  preaching  of  righteoufaefik, 
and  denouncing  of  judgment  in  a  manner  k  notcnious 
and  fighal,  (not  by  verbal  declarations  only,  but  by  the 
Tifible  ftruSure  of  the  ark,)  could  prevail  nothing  tocward 
their  amendment,  but  was  either  chftrufted  oi  difiregai^de^ 
and  perhaps  derided  by  them.    For,  as  St.  Peter  tdls  u^ 
limy  wjere  difobedieni,  when .  onee  the  longJu§fering  of'  God  1  P«t.  iii. 
waited  in  the  days  of  Noah,  while  the  ark  was  preparing  ^  9  Pet.ii.  5. 
that  is,  (as  is  coUe6led  by  ieveral  interpreters  froin  the 
text  of  the  ftory,)  dining  no  kfs  than  one  hundred  and  Gen.  vi.  a. 
twcsity  yean ;  a  competent  time  for  their  ii»oUe£tjflg 
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SfiRM.  themfelves,  and  endeavouring  by  amendment  of  life  to 
LXIX.  prevent  the  ruin  threatened  to  come  upon  them.  Yet 
""""""""^  notwithftanding  that,  this  obftinate  and  incorrigible  difi)- 
bedience  did  fo  much  difpleafe  God,  as  that  in  confident- 
Gen.  ¥L  6.  tion  thereof  God  is  faid  to  have  repented  that  he  made  man 
on  the  earthj  and  to  have  been  thereby  grieved  at  the  heart*, 
yet  did  he  fo  temper  his  anger  as  not  utterly  to  deftroy 
mankind,  but  provided  agwift  its  total  ruin,  by  preferv- 
ing  one  £miily  as  a  feminary  thereof;  preferving  the  Ci- 
ther thereof  (queftionlefs  by  a  fpecial  grace)  from  the 
fpreading  contagion,  infpiring  him  with  £uth,  and  quali- 
fying him  for  the  favour,  which  by  him  he  defigned  to 
conununicate  unto  the  world;  the  reparation  thereof,  and 
reftoring  the  generations  of  men.  So  that  alfo  through 
this  paflage  of  providence,  how  difinal  and  dreadful  foever 
at  firft  fight,  much  goodnefs  will  be  tranfparent  to  hint 
that  looks  upon  it  attentively. 

III.  In  the  next  place,  as  to  that  exterminadon  and  ex- 
cifion  of  the  Canaanites,  which  carries  fo  horrible  an  ap- 
Lcvit.  xviii.pearance  of  feverity,  we  may  find  it  qualifiable,  if  we  con- 
fider,  that  for  the  nature  of  the  trefpafles,  which  procured 
it,  they  were  infufierably  heinous  and  abominable :  moft 
fottiih,  barbarous,  and  bafe  fuperftitions,  (cruelty  and  im- 
purity being  eflential  ingredients  into  their  performances 
of  religion,  and  it  being  piety  with  them  to  be  exceed- 
ingly wicked,)  and  in  their  other  praftice  moft  beaftly 
lafcivioufnefles,  moft  bloody  violences,  oppreffions,  and 
rapines  generally  abounding.  So  that  for  thofe  men 
themfelves,  who  were  by  turns,  as  it  happened,  the  au- 
thors and  the  objeAs  of  thefe  dealings,  it  could  not  be 
defirable  to  continue  in  a  ftate  of  living  fo  wretched  and 
uncomfortable.  Impunity  had  been  no  mercy  to  fuch 
people,  but  rather  a  cruelty ;  cutting  them  off  muft  needs 
be  the  greateft  favour  they  were  capable  of,  it  being  only 
removing  them  from  a  hell  here,  and  preventing  their  de- 
ferving  many  worfe  hells  hereafter.  Even  to  themfelves 
it  was  a  favour,  and  a  greater  one  to  their  pofterity, 
whom  they  might  have  brought  forth  to  fucceed  into  their 
courfes,  and  to  the  confequences  of  them;  whom  they 
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would  have  engaged  into  their  wicked  cuftoms,  and  their  SERM. 
wofiil  mifchiefs.    They  were  not  fo  deftroyed  from  the  ^^^X* 
land,  until  it  grew  uninhabitable  in  any  tolerable  manner, "~~"~"~ 
and  itfelf  could  not,  as  it  were,  endure  them  any  longer, 
but  (as  the  text  doth  moft  iignificantly  exprefs  \t)didfpueijtH\Lxm. 
them  out;  being  like  a  ftomach  furcharged  with  foul  or*** 
poifonous  matter,  which  it  loathes,  and  is  pained  with, 
and  therefore  naturally  labours  to  expel.    Neither  was 
this  fad  doom  executed  upon  them  till  after  four  hundred 
years  of  forbearance ;  for  even  in  Abraham's  time  God 
took  notice  of  their  iniquity,  then  bom  and  growing ; 
and  gave  account  of  hid  fufpending  their  punifhment; 
becaufe,  faid  he,  the  iniquity  of  the  Amorites  was  not  yet  Gen.  xv. 
full,  (that  is,  was  not  yet  arrived  to  a  pitch  of  defperate  *^' 
obftinacy  and  incorrigibility :)  while  there  was  the  leaft 
glimpfe  of  hope,  the  leaft  relics  of  any  reafon,  any  regret, 
any  Ihame  in  them,  the  leaft  poffibility  of  recovery,  God 
fiopped  bis  avenging  hand :  but  when  all  ground  of  hope 
was  removed,  the  whole  ftock  of  natural  light  and  ftrength 
was  embezzled,  all  fear,  all  remorfe,  all  modefty  were 
iquite  baniftied  away,  all  means  of  cure  had  proved  inef- 
fe£k:ual,  the  gangrene  of  vice  had  feized  on  every  part, 
iniquity  was  grown  mature  and  mellow;  then  was  the 
ftroke  of  juftice  indeed  not  more  feafonable  than  necef- 
fiury ;  then  was  the  fatal  fwprd  the  only  proper  remedy ; 
then  fo  with  one  ftroke  to  cut  off  them,  and  their  fins, 
and  their  mifchie&,  and  their  miferies  together,  was  an 
argument  no  lefs  ftrong  and  clear  of  God's  merciful  good^ 
ncfcy  than  of  his  juft  anger  toward  them. 

IV.  The  like  account  we  may  render  of  God's  judg^ 
ments  upon  the  people  of  Ifrael.  If  we  confult  the  Pro- 
phets, who  declare  the  ftate  of  things,  the  fa£ts,  the  dif- 
pofitions,  the  guilts,  that  brought  them  down  from  hea- 
ven, we  ihall  fee,  that  they  came  upon  account  of  an  uni- 
▼erial  apoftafy  from  both  the  faith  and  pra£tice  of  true 
religion;  a  deep  corruption  {like  that  in  the  days  of  Giheah^  Hof.  xi.  9. 
as  the  prophet  Hofea  fpeaketh)  in  mind  and  manners ;  an 
utter  perverting  of  all  truth  and  right;  an  obflinate  compli- 
ance with,  or  emulation  of,  the  moft  abominable  practices 
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frERM.  of  the  heathen  nations  about  them;  an  luaiverial  apoftafy^ 

LXIX.  I  fay,  from  God  and  all  goodnefs ;  a  ihorou^  prevakoce 

*"""*"""""  of  all  iniquity.     Hear  the  Prophets  expreffing  it,  and  de» 

Jer.y.  i.     (bribing  them.     Jeremiah;  Run  je  ia  andjra  through  the 

ftreets  of  Jerufalem ;  fee  nowy  and  knowi  and  feek  in  the 

broad  places  thereof,  if  ye  can  find  a  man,  if  there  he  ani/ 

that  executeth  judgment,  thatfeeketh  the  truth;  and  lunil 

If.  uiy.  s.  pardon  it^    Ifiuah ;  The  earth  is  defiled  under  the  inhabit- 

^^  anis  thereof;    beeaufe  they  have  tranfgrejfed  the  laws, 

changed  the  ordinances,  broken  the  everb^/Hng  covenant: 

jthfnful  nation!  a  people  laden  with  iniquities,  a  feed,  ^f 

evil  doers;  children  thai  are  corrupters!  They  have  for^ 

faken  the  Lord,  they. have  provoked  the  Holy  One  of  Ifirad 

unto  anger;  they  are  gone  away  backward,  ^c.    Thus  do 

thefe  and  other  Prophets  in  a. like  Arahi  defcribe  in  the 

grofs  the  ftate  of  things  preceding  thofe  judgments.    And 

^zek.  zzii.  in  Ezekiel  (in  divers  places,  particularly  in  the  8th,  fant 

e^)ecially  in  the  aad  chapter),  we  have  their  offences  k 

detul,  and  by  parts  (their  grofs  impieties,  their  grievous 

cruelties,  extortions,  and  oppreffions)  fet  out  copioufly, 

and  in  moft  lively  colours.    And  as  the  quality  of  their 

provocations  was  fo  bad,  and  theextenfion  of  them-fe 

large,  fo  was  their  condition  defperate;  there  were  no 

means  of  remedy  left,  no  hopes  of  amendment ;  fo  was 

their  forehead  covered  with  impudence,  their  heart  haid- 

ened  with  obftinacy,  their  minds. deeply  tinftured  with 

Jer.xui.     habitual   pravity  and   perverfene&:    Can   the  Ethiopian 

**•  change  hisfkin,  or  the  leopard  kisfpots^  then  may  ye  alfo 

do  good,  that  are  accufiomed  to  da  evil,  faith  Jeremiah  con-* 

ceming  them.      All  methods   of  reclaiming  them  had 

proved  firuitlefs ;  no  favourable  dealings,  no  gentle  ad* 

monition  or  kind  inftruAion  would  avail  any  thing ;  for 

Ilk.  zxvi.    it  is  of  them  the  prophet  Ifaiab  faith,  Let  favour  bejheumd 

*^*  to  the  wicked,  yet  will  he  not  learn  righteoufiie/s.    Naad^ 

vices>  no  reproofs  (how  frequent,  how  vehement,,  how 

urgent  foever)   had  any  efhSt  upon  them.     Almighty 

God  declares  often,  that  he  had  fpoken  imto  them  rifing 

Jcr.  XXV.  4.  up  early,  but  they  would  not  hear  nor  regard  his  fpecch ; 

"*io/^*  did  not  only  negle£t,  and  refiife,  hut  defpife,kathe,  mock. 
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taid^^^roaok  it^  {turning  their  back  upon  him,  pulling  SERU 
^au/ajf  their  Jhoulderyjliffening  their  neck,  and  flopping  their  ^^^^ 
ears,  that  \they  Jhotdd  not  hear;)  that  he  had  Jpread  ou/zech.  viu 
his  hands  all  the  day  long  to  a  rebellious  and  gdinfaying^*    . 
people;  to  a  people  that. {v/\i\i  extreme infolence  and immcH 99,  ao. 
defty).  provoked  him  to  anger  continually  to  his  face.    Nor  J^q^'** 
could  any  tenders  of  mercy  allure  or  move  them:  Ifaid^^am.  16. 
(God  faid  it  in  Jeremiah)  after  all  thefe  things,  Turn  tt«^  JS^'afiit!*!, 
me.;  but  flie  returned  not.    Amend  your  ways  and  your  14.  xviii. 
doings,  and  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord  your  God,  and  the  i^\  ^^^ 
Lord  will  repent  him  of  the  evil  that  he  hath  pronounced 
ugain/l  you.    Repent;  and  turn  yourfelves  from  all  your 
tranfgreffions,fo  iniquity  Jhall  not  be  your  ruin;  and  innu* 
merable  the  like  overtures  we  have  of.  grace  and  mercy  to 
them  5   all  which  they  proudly  and  perverfely  rejeAed^ 
perfifting  in  thdr wicked  courfes:  they  even  repelledandJer.zusi. 
filenced^  they  rudely  treated  andperfecuted  the  prophets  Jj^J^'j^'i;^ 
&nt  uato  them  with  meflages  of  kind  warning  and  over-  *7- 
tares  of  grace ;  fo  obftru£Ung  all  accefs  of  mercy  to  them- 
ft^ves :  They  fay  to  thefeers.  See  not ;  and  to  the  prophets,  if*,  joau 
Prophefy  not  unto  us  right  things:  fo  Ifaiah  reports  their ^^* 
proceeding.     Which  of  the  prophets  did  not  your  fathers  aBsvu.  52. 
perfecute?  fo  St.  Stephen  expoftulates  with  them.    Nei-      . 
ther.were  gentler  chaftiiements  defigned  for  their.correc-17,  ic  ' 
tion  and  cure  anywife  available  5  they  made  no  impreffion  ^^***  **• 
-on  them^  they  produced  no  change  in  them :  In  vain,  faith  Jer.  U.  30. 
:God,  I  have  fmitten  your  children,  they  have  received  no 
torre&ion^    And,  Thou  hqfi  fmitten  thenn,  but  t/iey  havestus.z. 
noi  grieved;  thou  hqfi  confumed  them,  but  they  .have  re^ 
fufed  to  receive  correilion;   they  have  made  their  faces 
harder  than  a  rock,  they  have  refufed  to  return.    And^  Theli^  ix,  la. 
people  tumeth  not  to  him  thatfmiteth  them,  neither  do  they 
feek  the  Lord  of  Hofts*     Unto  this  xarcipTt^fM$  eig  &^ciKiiot¥,  Rom.  is, 
this  perfba  fitnefs,  <as  St.  Paul  fpeaketb,)  this  maturity*** 
X3ff  defperate  and  irrecoverable  impiety,  had  that  people 
^rown,  not  at  once,  and  on  a  lud4en,  but  by  contiauai 
fleps  of  provocation,  tbrou^  a  long  opurfe  of  time,  du- 
ring that  divine  patlenqe^  fparizig  them,  and  by  varions 
expedients  ftrivmg  to  recov^  them.    This  condSderation 
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8ERM.  18  frequently  infilled  upon^  efpecially  in  the  prophet  Jere- 

LXIX.    niiah :  The  children  of  Ifrael  and  the  children  of  Judak 

Jct.  Miii.  ^^^^  ^y  ^^^^  ^*'  before  me  from  their  youth:  Since  the 

30.  wi\.  as.  day  that  your  fathers  came  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt 

7. '         *  unto  this  day,  I  have  evenfent  unto  you  all  myfetvants  the 

B«m  w. ;.  prophets,  daily  rifing  up  early,  and  fending  them ;  yet  they 

hearkened  not  unto  me^  &c.    Well  then^  after  fo  many 

hundred  years  of  abufed  patience^  and  unfuccefsfiil  labour 

to  reclaim  them^  it  was  needful  that  juftice  (hould  have 

her  courfe  upon  them :  yet  how  then  did  God  inflid:  it, 

with  what  mildnefs  and  moderation,  with  what  pity  and 

Neh.ix. 31. relenting?   Neverthelefs,  lay  they  in  Nehemiah, ybr  thy 

great  mercies  fake  thou  didfl  not  utterly  con/ume  them,  tior 

forfake  them ;  for  thou  art  a  gracious  and  merciful  God. 

Ezr.  iz.i3.And,  Thou  haft  punijhed  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  de* 

Hof.  xi.  9.  fcrve,  doth  Ezra  confefs.     I  will  not  execute  the  fiercenefs 

of  my  anger,  doth  God  himfelf  refolve  and  declare  in 

Hofea.    So  mild  he  was  as  to  the  meafure  of  his  punifhr 

ing;  and  what  compailion  accompanied  it,  thofe  patheti- 

HoC  xi.  8.  cal  expreffions  declare :  My  heart  is  turned  within  me,  my 

Jer.  xxzi.    repentings  are  kindled  together.     Is  Ephraim  my  dearfonf 

^®*  is  he  a  pleafant  child  f  for  fince  Ifpake  againft  him,  I  do 

eamejlly  remember  himjlill:  therefore  my  bowels  are  trou- 

Ifa.  IxUi.  9.  bled  for  him.     In  all  their  affli&ions  he  was  affliBed,  &c. 

We  may  add,  that  notwithftanding  all  thefe  provocations 

of  his  wrath,  and  abiifings  of  his  patience,  which  thus  ne*^ 

ceffitated  God  to  execute  his  vengeance ;  yet  even  during 

the  execution  thereof,  and  while  his  hand  was  fo  ftretched 

forth  againft  them,  he  did  retain  thoughts  of  favour  and 

intentions  of  doing  good,  even  toward  this  fo  ingrateful, 

Ifa.  Hv.  7.  fo  infenfible,  fo  incorrigible  a  people:  For  afmall  moment, 

faith  God,  have  I forfaken  thee;  but  with  great  mercies 

jer.  xxix.    ^^l  I  gather  thee :  I  know,  the  thoughts  that  I  think  to- 

1 1,  xxxni.  ti/ard  youj  faith  the  Lord^  thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  ofevily 

to  give  you  an  expeSied  end.    Now  thefe  things  being  fcr 

rioufly  laid  together,  have  we  not  occafion  and  ground 

fufiicient  even  in  this  inftance,  no  lefs  to  admire  and  adore 

the  wonderful  benignity,  mercy,  and  patience  of  God, 

than  to  dread  and  tremble  at  his  juftice  ? 
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v..  As  for  the  laft  fo  calamitous  and  piteous  4eftruc-  SERM. 
tion  of  Jerufalem^  with  the  grievous  confequences  thereof,  ^^^^' 
as  we  might  apply  thereto  the  former  confiderations^  fo 
we  Ihall  only  obferve  what  was  peculiar  in  that  cafe;  that 
God  difpenfed  fuch  means  to  prevent  it,  (to  remove  the 
meritorious  caufes  thereof,  obftinate  impenitency  and  in-* 
credulity;   refitting  the  truth  by  him  fent  from  heaven 
with  fo  clear  a  revelation  and  powerful  confirmation ;  de- 
fpifing  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  dilates  of  their  own 
confcience ;  bafely  mifufing  divers  ways,  and  at  laft  cru- 
elly murdering  the  Son  of  God ;)  fuch  means,  I  fay,  God 
did  employ  for  the  removing  thofe  provocatives  of  venge- 
ance, which,  as   our  Lord  himfelf  faith,  were  fufiicientMatt.xi. 
to  have  converted  Tyre  and  Sidon;  yea,  to  have  preferved^^' 
Sodom  itfelf  5  fo  that  our  Saviour  could  with  a  compaf- 
fionate  grief  deplore  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  his  tender  af- 
fe&ion,  and  folicitous  care  for  their  welfare,  in  thefe  paf- 
fionate  terms :  How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  chiU  Matt,  xxiii; 
dren  as  a  hen  gathers  her  chickens  under  her  wing,  but  ye^^' 
would  not !  That  St.  John  the  Baptift's  fharp  reproofs,  his 
powerful  exhortations,  his  downright  and  clear  forewam- 
ings  of  what  would  follow,  {Even  now,  faid  he,  the  axe  t^Matt.  Hi. 
laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree,)  attended  with  fo  remarkable^®" 
circomftances  of  his  perfon  and  his  carriage,  (which  in- 
duced all  the  world  about  him  to  regard  him  as  no  ordi- 
nary man,  but  a  fpecial  inftrument  of  God  and  meflfenger 
from  heaven,)  did  yet  find  no  effefi  confiderable:   the 
Pharifees  and  Lawyers,  thofe  corrupt  giudes,  whofe  au 
thority  managed  the  blind  multitude,  defeating  the  counfelhukt  vii. 
cf  God  toward  thernfelves,  as  St.  Luke  fpeaketh,  (that  is,  *®* 
defeating  his  gracious  purpofe  of  reclaiming  them  from 
difobedience,  and  confequently  of  withholding  the  judg- 
ments imminent,)  they  reviled  the  perfon  of  that  venera- 
ble Prophet;  He  hath  a  devil,  faid  they:  they  (lighted Mattxi. is. 
his  premonitions,  and  rejefited  his  advices,  by  obferving 
which,  thofe  dreadftd  mifchiefs,  which  fell  upon  their  re- 
bellious heads,  might  have  been  averted.    We  may  add, 
that  even  thofe  fearful  judgments  were  tempered  with 
mixtures  of  favoiirable  defigii,  not  only  to  the  community 
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SBRM.  of  mankind,  (which,  by  fo  remarkable  a  vengeance  upon 
LXIX.  the  perfecutors  of  our  Lord  and  the  fcomers  of  hit  dqc- 

""""""""  trine,  was  converted  tmto,  or  confirmed  in,  the  Chriftian 
faith,)  but  even  toward  that  people  whom  it  ferved  to 
convince  of  their  errors  and  crimes;  to  induce  them  to  re- 
pentance, to  provoke  them  unto  the  acknowledgment 
and  embracing  of  God's  truth,  fo  palpaUy  vindicated  by 
him.  So  that  I  might  here  apply  that  paflkge  of  St.  Paul, 
(if  not  dire£Uy  and  adequately  according  to  bis  lenie,  jtt 

Rom.  xi.    with  no  incongruous  allufion  at  leaf):,)  Have  th^^umbledf 

^''  that  they  Jhould  fall  P  (or,  was  there  no  other  defignof 

God's  judgments  upon  them,  but  their  utter  ruin?)  ft^  yi* 
voiro*  No  fuch  matter;  but  through  their  fall  falvatiau 
came  to  the  Gentiles^  for  to  provoke  them  to  jealoujy  (or 
emulation.)  And,  in  effect,  as  our  Lord  in  the  midft  of 
his  fufferings  did  affe&ionately  pray  for  God's  mercy  upon 
them,  as  the  Apoftles  did  offer  reconciliation  unte  them 
all  indifferently,  who  would  repent,  and  were  willing  to 
embrace  it;  fo  were  fuch  of  them  as  were  difpofed  to 
comply  with  thofe  invitations,  received  to  grace,  how 
deeply  foever  involved  in  the  continued  guilt  of.  thofe 
enormous  perfecutions,  injuries,  and  blafphemies ;  as  par- 

1  Tim  i.  ticularly  St.  Paul^  that  illuftrious  example  of  God's  pa- 
tience and  mercy  in  this  cafe.  So  that  neither  by  this  in- 
Aance  is  any  attribute  of  God  more  iignalized,  than  his 
tranfcendent  goodnefs,  in  like  manner  as  by  the  former 
inftances,  and  in  analogy  to  them  by  all  others,  that  may 
be  affigned.  By  all  of  them  it  will  appear. that  God  is 
primarily  and  of  himfelf  difpofed  to  do  all  fitting  and  pof- 
fible  good  to  men,  not  to  inflift  evil  more  than  is  fit  and 

Pe  Rtfurr,  neccflary ;  that  God  is  indeed  optimus  ex  natures  proprie* 

Carnts,  c.  ^^^^^  (mo/l  good  according  to  property  of  nature,)  although 
jujlus  ex  cavfce  necefjitate,  {fevere  from  the  necejfity  of  the 
cafey)  as  TertuUian  fpeaketh.  To  afilift  men  (either  fome 
men  fingly,  or  whole  focieties  of  men)  may  be  fometimes 
expedient  upon  feveral  accounts ;  for  vindicating  the  ef- 
teem,  and  fupporting  the  intereft  of  goodnefs,  which  may 
by  impunity  be  difgraced,  endamaged,  endangered;  for 
the  difcrimination  of  good  and  evil  men,  in  an  obfervable 
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manner;  for  the  encouragement  and  comfort  of  the  good^  SERM. 
the  reduction  and  amendment  of  the  bad ;  for  preventing  J'XIX. 
the  contagion^  and  flopping  the  progrefs  of  iniquity, 
whereupon  greater  guilts  and  worfe  mifchiefs  would 
enfue  % :  it  may  be  as  neceffary  as  (harp  phyfic  to  cure 
public  or  private  diftempers ;  as  an  inftrument  of  rous- 
ing us  out  of  our  finful  lethargies;  as  that  which  may 
caufe  us  better  to  imderftand  ourfelves,  and  more  to  re- 
member God;  as  a  ground  of  fearing  God,  and  an  in- 
ducement to  believe  his  providence.  For  thofe  and  many 
fuch  purpofes,  to  bring  upon  men  things  diftafteful  to 
fenfe  may  be  very  requifite;  nor  doth  the  doing  it  anywife 
prejudice  the  truth  of  divine  goodnefs,  but  rather  con- 
firms it,  commends  it,  and  advances  its  juft  efteem. 
It  would  be  a  fond  indulgence,  not  a  vidfe  kindnefs ;  a 
cruel,  rather  than  a  loving  pity,  to  deal  otherwife*  Inwifil.  i.ia. 
fine,  we  are  to  confider,  that  all  the  mifchiefs  we  undergo,  ^JSIg^  c^i. 
God  doth  not  fo  much  bring  them  on  us,  as  we  do  pull  Hicr.  Da- 
them  oft  ourfelves  \  They  are  au^alpvra  irriiiaTa,  affeiied,  ™  ^' 
or  felf'Ckqfen  mifchiefs;  they  are  xox^  fikBtg^^fjAtra  'jrpoaipitn^ 
c0^,  badjprouts  of  our  free  choice,  as  a  Father  calls  themj 
they  are,  as  another  Father  faith,  lxtfo-/coy  xaxwv  axovcia 
ocyova,  the  unmlling  offsprings  of  wilful  evils;  they  are 
the  certain  refults  of  our  own  will,  or  the  natural  fruits  of 
our  aftions ;  actions,  which  (however  God  defire,  advife, 
command,  perfuade,  entreat,  excite)  we  do  will,  we  are 
refolved  to  perform.  JPi  in  a  manner,  as  Salvian  faith  >, 
do  f  wee  God  to  do  whatever  he  doeth  in  this  kind;  violently 
plucking  down  vengeance  on  our  own  heads;  compelling 
the  kind,  and  merciful  Lord,  againji  his  nature  and  will,  to< 
affli£i  us;  not  fo  much -as  giving  him  leave  to  fpare  us* 
God  vehemently  difclaims  himfelf  to  be  the  original  Miferos  ^os 

ii  nee  juitDr 
ti  Deo  cre- 
tBqfL  Orat,    Quckl  Deus  non  eft-eanfa  mali,  eleganter  tt  pnlcbre  de^iinus. 
hMc  re.  ^'^' 

Chfyf.  torn,  viii.-p.  100. 


*  Nos  vim  Deo  fiicimus  iniquitatibus  noftfit ;  not  nolentem  ulcifci  cogi* 
MQS.    Deui  flnn  pius  et  mifericon  eft,  et  qui  neminem  velit  perir^,  vel 
bedere,  ftc        Saltf,  lib*  5.  et  «> 
VOL;.  III.  y 
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^ERM.  caufe;  to  defign,  (according  to.abfolute  or  primaFy  in- 

LXIX.  tention^)  to  defire,  to  delight  in  our  grief^  or  our  ruin,  jis 

Ezck.  xTiii.  ^  ^^*  fi^^^  '^  Lordy  (and  furely  when  God  fweans^  wc 

3o»uxiU.  may  believe  that  he  is  very  ferious^)  I  have  nopleafure  in 

'^'  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  tumfrom  his 

Dent.  zzz.  tuoy,  and  live*    I  call  heaven  to  record  this  day  againfi  you, 

'^'  that  1  havefet  life  and  death  before  you:  thertfore  choo/e 

Um.iii.33.  life.    He  doth  not  qffliU  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children 

of  men.    He  would  have  all  inenr  to  bejkved,  and  to  come 

to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.    He  would  not  have  Ofiy 

Wild.  ^>i^'peri/h,  but  that  alljkould  come  to  rfipeniance^    He  made 

not  death,  nor  hath  he  pleqfure  in  the  d^bru&ion  of  the 

living.    God  then^  if  we  may  believe  him^  is  boi  the  firft 

author  of  our  calamities.    Who  then  ?  He  tells  us  him- 

Hoc  ziiU9.ielf :  0  Ifrael,  thou  haji  deftroyed  tkyfelf;  thou  hqfl  fallen 

j(eir.'v.*95.  by  thine  oivn  iniquity.     Your  fins  have  mthholden  good 

liiu  bdr.  6.  things  from  you.    Our  iniquities,  like  the  wind,  have  taken 

Matt.  X3dii.tt5  awoy.     How  often  would  I  have  gathered  you,  but  ye 

^^'  would  not !  The  defigns  and  the  endjeavours  of  God  Aq 

tend  to  our  wel£^  and  falvation ;  it  is  our  will  and  o^r 

adions  which  CMily  procure  our  ruin :  It  is  we,  that,  as 

WiidtL  13.  the  Wife  Man  (aiiii,feek  death  in  the  error  of  our  life,  and 

pull  upon  our  ownfelves  deftru&ion.    So'  that^  to  conclude 

this  part  of  our  difcourfe,  even  thofe  paflages  of  provir 

dence^  which  at  firft  glimpfe  appear  moil  oppofite  or  dif-r 

advantageous  to  the  goodnefs  of  God^,  (or  to  our  opinion 

and  belief  concerning  it,)  do,  being  well  fifted,  nowife 

prejudice  it,  but  rather  ferve  to  corroborate  and  magnify 

it. 

I  fhall  only  farther  briefly  touch  (or  rather  but  menr 
tion)  the  ufes  and  efFefts,  to  the  producing  which,  the 
conflderation  of  God's,  goodnefs,  in  fo  manifold  ways 
declared,  (hould  be  applied. 

I.  It  (hould  beget  in  us  hearty  love  and  reverence  to* 
ward  God,  in  regard  to  this   attribute  fo  excellent  and 

k  St.  Cbryfoftom  in  divers  places  doth  infift  upon  the  goodnefs  of  God  in 
making  and  threatening  hell  itfelf.  ' 

Tr,s  (ieirtXtM(  tifx  iXarr/iy,  vi  rns  yii^Wi  .a9ritkh  Ji«*y«^/>  ^vrv  t^»  uym^i- 
Tvira,  &c.  *AyJ^.  {'. 
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amiable  in  itfeU>  fb  beneficial  and  advantageous  to;  us.  SERM, 
What  can  we  efieem,  what  can  we  love,,  if  fo  admirable  1«XIX. 
goodnefs  doth  not  affeft  us'?  How  prodlgioufly  cold  and       '  "  ■-   '" 
hard  is  that  hear^  which  cannot  be  warmed  and  foftened 
into  afiedion  by  fo  melting  a  confideration ! 

2.  It  fhould  produce,  as  grateful  fenfe  in  our  hearts,  fo 
real  endeavours  of  thankful  obedience  in  our  lives.     It 
ihould  make  us  walk  worthy  of  God,  to  all  well^pleafing,  Col.  i.  lo. 
hinging  forth  fndt  in  every  good  work;  taking  heed  of 
doing  as  did  Hezekiah,  of  whom  it  b  faid,  that  he  ren-  3  Chron. 
dered  not  according  to  the  benefit  done  unto  him^for  Aw"'"'^^* 
heart  was  lifted  up  ;  therefore  was  u/rath  upon  him ;  that 

we  may  not  have  that  expoftulation  juftly  applied  unto 

us,  Do^  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord,   0  foolijh  people  fl;jdl>eut.xxxii. 

unwife  f 

3.  It  fhould  engage  us  the  more  to  fear  God;  comply-. 

ing  with  the  Prophet's  admonidon.  Fear  the  Lord  andHo{.\\u  5. 
his  goodnefs  y  confiderii^  that  intimation  of  the  Pfalmift^ 
There  isforgivenefs  with  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  be  feared;  Pfiil.  cux. 
obferving  that  advice  of  Samuel,  Onlyfmr  the  Ztord,  and^'^^^  ^n^ 
ferve  him;  for  confider  what  great  things  ne  hath  done  for  ^^^ 
you*     For  that  indeed  nothing  is  more  terrible  than  good* 
nefs  flighted,  and  patience  abufed. 

4.  It  fhould  humble,  afhame,  and  grieve  us,  for  having 
crofled  and  offended  fuch  exceeding  goodnefs  and  mercy. 
It  (hould  caufe  us  greatly  to  detefl  our  fins,  which  liei 
under  fo  heinous  an  aggravation ;  to  be  deeply  difpleafed, 
with  ourfelves,  who  have  fo  unworthily  committed  them, 

5.  It  fhould  therefore  render  us  wary  and  vigilant 
agiunft  the  commiffion  of  any  fin ;  that  is,  of  incurring 
the  giult  of  fo  enormous  ingratitude  and  bafenefs ;  making 
us  cautious  of  doing  like  thofe,  of  whom  it  is  confefled  in 
Nehemiah;  They  did  eat,  arid  were  flledy  and  delighied^^^''^** 
ikemfebfes  in  thy  great  goodnefs:  nevetthehfs  they  were  * 
dtfobedient,  and  rebelled  again/i  thee,  and  cafi  thy  laws, 
behind  their  back. 

6.  It  flibuld  alfo  breed  and  nourifh  in  us  faith  and  hope 
in  God.  For  what  reafoa  can  we  have  to  difhiift  of  fo 
great  goodnefs  5  that  he  will  refufe  to  help  u$  in  our 
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SERM  need;  that  he  wiU  fail  in  accomplilhnient  of  his  promifes; 

LXIX.  thathe  will  withhold  what  is  convement  for  u»?  Itfhould 

Vid.Chryf.  preferve  us  from  defpair.    What  temptation  can  we  have 

MiThcod.   to  defpair  of  mercy,  if  we  heartily  repent  of  our  mif- 

p!  68.opti-  doings^  and  fincerely  endeavour  to  pleafe  him  ? 

Matf  tH^'      7'  ^^  fliould  upon  the  lame  account  excite  us  to  a  free 

11.        *   and  conflant  exercife  of  all  devotions.    For  why  (hould 

we  be  ihy  or  fearfid  of  entering  into  fo  friendly  and 

favourable  a  prefence  ?  why  (hould  we  be  backward  from 

having  (upon  any  occafion  or  need)  a  recourfe  to  him^  who 

is  fo  willing,  fo  defirous,  fo  ready  to  do  us  good  ?  what 

ihould  hinder  us  from  delighting  in  oblations  of  bleffing 

and  praife  unto  him  ? 

8.  It  ought  to  render  us  fubmiffive,  patient,  and  con- 
tented under  God's  hand,  of  correftion,  or  trial,  as  know- 
ing that  it  cannot  be  without  very  juft  caufe,  that  fuch 
goodnefs  feemeth  difpleafed  with  us ;  that  we  are  the 
chief  caufes  of  our  fufiering,  or  our  want ;  fo  that  we  can 

Lam.  Hi.  have  no  good  caufe  to  repine,  or  complain :  for.  Wherefore 
^'*  doth  the  living  mnn  complain  f  Jince  a  man  (fu£Fers)  ybr  the. 

Jcr.v.35.  punijhment  of  hts  fns;  fince  it  is  owr  fins  that  withhold 
good  things  from  us;  fince  alfo  we  coi^dering  this  attri- 
bute may  be  aiTured,  that  all  God's  difpenfations  do  aim 
and  tend  to  our  good. 

9.  It  (hould  alfo,  in  gratitude  toward  God,  and  imitation 
of  him,  engage  us  to  be  good,  kind,  and  bountiful^  placa^ 
able,  and  apt   to  forgive  j  meek  and  gentle,  pitiful,  and 

Luke  vi.  afTefUonate  toward  our  brethren  ;  to  he  good  and  merciful^ 
1  John  iii.  ^s  OUT  heavenly  Father  is  merciful  and  benign  even  toward 
^:  ...  the  wicked  and  ungrateful  5  to  be  kind  unto  one  another^ 
13.  '  full  of  bowels,  forgiving  one  another,  as  God  for  Chrijfs 
Eph.iT.32.j^^^  hath  forgiven  us. 

10.  Laftly,  we  ought  to  have  an  efpecial  care  of  per- 
verting this  excellent  truth  by  miilakes  and  vain  prefump- 

Judc  4.  tions  ;  that  we  do  not  turn  the  grace  of  God  into  wanton- 
vefsy  or  occafion  of  licentious  praftice.  Becaufe  God  is 
very  good  and  merciful,  we  muft  not  conceive  him  to  be 
fond,  or  flack,  or  carelefs ;  that  he  is  apt  to  indulge  us 
in  (in,  or  to  connive  at  our  prefumptuous  tranfgreflion 
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of  his  laws.  No;  hnreuTm  ayalbm,  ij  ayalbh^  ^  fti(rMroyi}pia^  SERM, 
{the  hatred  ofunckednefs  is  confequent  upon  goodnefs  even  LXIX. 
asjiichy  as  Clemens  Alexandrlnus  fidth,)  God,  even  as  he  " 

is  goody  cannot  but  deteft  that  which  is  oppofite  and  pre* 
judicial  to  goodnefs ;  he,  cannot  but  maintain  the  honour 
and  intereft  thereof ;  he  cannot,  he  will  not  endure  us  to 
difhonour  him,  to  wrong  our  neighbour,  to  fpoil  oiir- 
fclves.    As  he  is  a  fure  friend  to  us  as  his  creatures,  fo  he 
is  an  implacable  enemy  to  us  as  impenitent  rebels  and 
apoftates  fipom  our  duty.     The   wicked^   and   him  .that^b},x\.5. 
hveth  violence^  his  Jbul  hateth.    As  he  is  infinitely  be- 
nign, fo  he  is  alfo  perfe^y  holy,  and  of  purer  eyes  than  to  Hab.  1.  is. 
behold  iniquity.     He  is  not  a  God  that  hath  pleafure  tnPfal.v.49  5. 
wickednefsj  neither  Jhall  evil  dwell  with  him.     Thefoolijh 
JhUl  not  Jland  in  his  Jight ;  he  hateth  all  workers  of  mt- 
quity.    His  face  is  agairift  them  that  do  evil.    Finally,  as  pfai«  uxiv. 
God  is  gracious  to  all  fuch  as  are  capable  of  his  love,  and  ^^' 
qualified  for  his  mercy;  fo  he  is  an  impartial  and  upright 
Judge,  who  will  deal  with  men  according  to  their  deferts, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  his  laws  and  ordinances ;  ac- 
cording to  his  immutable  decree  and  word :  fo  that  as  we 
have  great  reafon  to  trufl  and  hope  in  him,  fo  we  have  no 
true  ground  to  prefume  upon  him,   vdnly  to  trifle^  or 
infolently  to  dally  with  him. 

But  I  leave  this  point  to  be  farther  improved  by  your 
meditations. 

Grant  we  hefeech  thee,  Almighty  God,  that  the  wtirds 
which  we  have  heard  this  day  with  our  outward  ears,  may 
through  thy  grace  hefo  grafted  inwardly  in  our  hearts,  that 
they  may  bring  forth  in  us  the  fruit  of  good  living,  to 
the  honour  and  praife  of  thy  name,  through  Jefus  Chrift  out 
Lord.    Amen. 


^3 
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NO  RESPECT  OF  PERSONS  WITH  GOD- 


Rom.  ii.  ii. 

For  there  is  no  re/peSi  ofperfons  wiik  God, 

SERM.  It  i«  an  ordinary  conceit^  grounded  on  a  fuperficial  view 
^^^'  of  things,  that  Ahnighty  God  difpenfcth  his  gifts  with 
great  inequality,  and  dealeth  very  partially  with  men; 
being  lavifh  in  his  bounty  to  fome,  but  fparing  therein  to 
others ;  flack  and  indulgent  in  calling  fome  to  account, 
but  rigorous  and  fevere  in  judgment  toward  others. 

Which  imagination  often  hath  influence  upon  the  affec* 
tions  and  the  a£bions  of  men ;  fo  that  hence  fome  men  do 

Pf.  Ixxiii.  6.  highly  prefume,  others  are  much  difcouraged :  fome  are 
apt  to  boaft  themfelves  fpecial  darlings  and  favourites  of 
Heaven ;  others  are  tempted  to  complain  of  their  being 
quite  deferted,  or  neglefted  thereby. 

But  whoever  more  carefully  will  obferve  things,  and 
weigh  them  with  good  confideration,  fhall  find  this  to  be 
a  great  miftake;  and  that  in  truth  God  diftributeth  his 
favours  with  very  equal  meafures :  he  poifeth  the  fcales  of 
juftice  with  a  moil  even  hand ;  fo  that  reafonably  no  man 

/obxxxi.6.fliould  be  exalted,  no  man  (hould  be  dejeded  in  mind, 
upon  account  of  any  coniiderable  difference  in  God's  re- 
gard towards  him,  and  other  perfons;  the  which  is 
clearly  difcovered  by  God,  or  merely  dependeth  on  his 
will  and  providence. 
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The  Advantages^  which  one  man  hath  above  another^  SERIIil 
being  eftimated  jilorally^  in  reference  to  folid  felicity  and   ^XX. 
content^  are  indeed  none ;  or  are  not  abfolutely  made  by 
God,  but  framed  by  men  unto  themfelves.     For, 

God  is  indiflferently  affefted  toward  perfons  as  fuch, 
nakedly  and  privately  confidered ;  or  as  divefted  of  moral 
conditions,  qualifications,  and  adions :  be  in  his  dealing, 
whether  as  benefactor  Or  judge,  purely  confidereth  the 
reafon  and  exigency  of  things,  the  intrinfic  worth  of  per- 
fons,  the  real  merits  of  each  caufe;  he  maketh  no  arbi- 
ttary  or  groundlefs  difcriminations ;  he  neither  loveth  and 
fitvoureth,  nor  loatheth  and  difcountenanceth  any  perfon 
tinraccotintably :  he  doth  utterly  difclaim  partiality,  or  re^ 
fpe6:  of  perfons,  as  a  calumidous  afperfion  on  him,  and  a 
icandal  to  his  providence. 

Such  in  holy  Scriptures  he  reprefenteth  himfelf,  upon 
various  occafions ;  declaring  his  perfe£t  impartiality,  and 
that  nothing  befide  the  right  and  reafon  of  cafes  dotb 
Iway  with  him;  all  other  confiderations  being  imperti- 
nent and  infignificant  to  him.     For  inftance, 

tt  is  declared,  that  he  hath  no  partial  refped:  to  nations;  (Rom.  x« 
for  the  i»ety  of  Job,  an  Edomite;  of  Mekhifedeck,  a^^-"'-^^-> 
Canaanite;  of  Jethro,  a  Midianite;  were  very  pleafing 
to  him :  he  favourably  did  hear  the  prayers  and  accept 
the  sdms  of  Cornefius,  a  Roman  foldier ;  whereupon  St. 
Peter  made  this  general  refleAion :  Of  a  truth  I  perceive xa»  x.  94, 
that  God  is  no  re/peSier  of  perfons  ;  but  in  every  nation  Aa®** 
ihai  feareth  him,  and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  is  accepted 
with  him.  ... 

He  is  declared  not  to  regard  the  external. profeiBon  <^ 
true  ^gion,  but  real  pradice  according  to  it :  He  ren^  (Gal.  t.  s.  "; 
ieitethy  faiths  St.   Paul,   to  every  man  according  io  Ai^jii'.  ^^\ 
ieeds'^tribulation  and  angtu/h  upon  every  foui  of  man  thai  Coi  ruL  n. 
ieetk  evilj  of  the  Jew  firJU  and  alfo  of  the  Gentile;  lnU^^^{'^,^^ 
glory f  honour y  and  peace  to  every  man  that  worketh  good^  to  ('•  is-  ^ 
the  Jew  firjiy  and  alfo  to  the  Gentile:  fdty  addeth  the^ 
Apeftle,  aifigoing  the  reafon  of  this  proceedings  there  is  no 
tejfpeii  of  perfons  with  God. 

He  is  ikid  not  to  re/pe£i  faces,  or  any  exterior  aKpearr« 
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SEtlM.  ances,  however  fpecious  in  the  eye  of  the  world;  ac- 
LXX.    cording  to  that  faying  of  God  to  Samuel^  tit  the  choice  of 

1  Sam.  xvi.  I^^vid  before  hiB  brethren;  Look  not  on  his  countenance,  or 
7«  on  the  height  of  his  Jialure,  hecaufe  I  have  rejnfed  him: 

for  the  Lord  feet  h  not  as  manfeeth  ;  for  man  looketh  on  the 
outward  appearance  ;  but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart. 

It  is  exprefled^  that  he  hath  no  refpe&  to  the  outward 

eftate  or  worldly  rank  and  dignity  of  men;  but  that 

princes  and  peafants,  mailers  and  fervants^  the  honourable 

or  wealthy,  and  the  mean  or  poor,  are  of  equal  confider- 

Job  xxxiT.  ation  with  him ;  He,  faith  Job,  accepteth  not  the  perfons  of 

wlfd.  vi.  f. princes,  nor  regardeth  the  rich  more  than  the  poor;  for  they 

are  all  the  work  of  his  hands ;  and  St.   Paul  biddeth 

Eph.  vi.  9.  mafters  to  deal  furly  with  their  fervants,  knowings  faith 

as.^v.'i"'  h®>  ^A^^  yott^  Mq/ier  is  alfo  in  heaven;  neither  is  there 

re/peSt  of  perfons  with  him. 

We  are  taught,  that  he  doth  not  regard  even  the  moft 
facred  offices,  or  more  worthy  accompliihmentg  of  men, 
in  prejudice  to  the  verity  of  things,  or  equity  of  the  cafe  *, 
for  hence  St.  Paul  maintaineth  his  refolute  behaviour 
toward  thofe  great  pillars  of  religion,  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Gd. ii.6.  James;  Of  thofe  who  feemed  to  befomewhat,  whatfoever 
they  were,  it  maketh  no  matter  to  me :  God  accepteth  no 
man's  perfon. 

It  is  frequently  inculcated,  that  he  hath  no  confi- 
deration  of  any  gifts,  of  facrifices,  of  fervices  prefented  to 
him  with  finiiler  intent,  to  compound  for  fin,  or  excufe 
from  duty,  to  pervert  juftice,  or  palliate  wrong ;  according 
Deut.z.i7.to  that  [declaration  of  Mofes,  The  Lord  your  God  is  God 
of  gods,  and  Lord  of  lords  ^  a  great  God,  a  mighty,  and  a 
terrible,  which  regardeth  not  perfons,  nor  taketh  reward; 

2  Chron.     and  that]  charge  of  king  Jehofhaphat  to  his  judges.  Let 
***•  ^  •        the  fear  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you  ;  take  heed,  and  do  it;  for 

there  is  no  iniquity  with  the  Lord  our  God,  nor  refpeSi  of 
Ecclus.  perfons,  nor  taking  of  gifts.  And,  Do  not  think,  faith  the 
Ofa^aVxi  Hebrew  wife  man,  to  corrupt  (him)  with  gifts ;  for  fuch 
».lxvi.3.  he  will  not  receive;  and  truji  not  to  unrighteous  facri- 
xxTa^r  ^'fic^^  y  for  the  Lord  is  judge,  and  with  him  is  no  re/peSi 
Amos  V.  of  perfons. . 
itu  vi.  30.  Mic.  vi.  7y  a.  HoL  vi.  6.)  Rom.  ii.  1 1. 
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In  fine,  it  is  often  generally  declared,  that  God  impar-  SERM. 
tially  difpenfeth  recompenfes,  in  juft  proportion,  accord^-    LXX. 
ihg  to  the  deeds  of  men:  He,  faith  St.  Paul,  that  doe^A^^j  m^^^^ 
unrongy  Jhall  receive  for  the  wrong  which  he  hath  done^  and 
there  is  no  re/peSi  of  perfons :  And  if,  faith  St*  Peter,  ye  i  Pet.  i.  17* 
call  upon  the  Father,  who  without  refped  of  perfons  judgeth 
according  to  every  man's  work,  pafs  the  time  of  your  fo^ 
jouming  here  in  fear. 

There  is  nothing  more  frequently  aflerted,  or  more  fe- 
rioufly  urged  in  holy  Scripture,  than  this  point,  that  God 
will  judge  and  deal  with  men,  not  according  to  his  abfo- 
lute,  antecedent  afiefitions,  but  according  to  their  own 
w6rks,  or  the  tenor  of  their  pra£lice,  duly  fcanned  and 
eftimated  by  the  rules  of  juftice ;  fo  that  the  really  better 
man  will  certainly  prove  the  happier,  and  the  worfe  man 
(hall  be  the  more  wretched :  He  will  reward  every  man,  Matth.  xvt« 
liuth  our  Lord,  xora  r^v  vpa^tv  atrrov,  according  to  his  prac-  ^'     .. 
tice :  Every  one,  laith  St.  Paul,^a//  receive  the  things  done  Kev;  n. 
iff  his  body,  wpJ^ t«  ipyoi,fuitally  (in  juft proportion)  to  his^^^'^^'ll^^ 
works ;  and  each  man  Jhall  receive  %oy  jxierdov,  his  own  1  Cor.  iU.  s. 
wages  according  to  his  own  labour;  and  then  praife  (or  a  it>"'  **"' 
due  taxation)  Jhall  be  to  every  man  from  God:  Behold,  ^^^y}^- 
laitfa  he  in  the  Revelation,  I  come  quickly,  and  my  reward  1  Cor.lv.  i. 
is  unth  me,  to  recompenje  each  man  »j  to  «wto5  epyov  fbrai,  ?^*  ""• " 
IU  his  work  Jhall  be.  'Ait^^Smt 

Wherefore  by  facred  teftimonies  it  is  abundantly  mani*  ^*^^' 
feft,  that  impartiality  is  a  divine  attribute  and  perfection 
of  Grod ;  the  which  (for  our  greater  fatisfa6Uon,  and  far- 
ther iUuftration  of  the  point)  may  be  alfo  evinced  by  divers 
arguments,  fome  proving  that  it  muft  be  fo,  others  {hew<- 
ing  that  it  is  fo ;  fome  inferring  it  a  priori,  fronj  the  prime, 
mod  avowed  attributes  of  God's  nature,  and  from  his  re- 
lations to  men;  others  arguing  it  a  pojieriori,  from  prin- 
cipal inftances  of  God's  proceedings  and  providential  dif- 
penHltions  toward  men. 

Of  the  firft  fort  are  thefe : 
.    I.  God  is  impartial,  becaufe  he  is  perfectly  wifis,and 
thenoe  doth  truly  eftimate  perfons  and  things. 

Wifdom  doth  look  evenly,  with  a  free  and  pure  (aa  inr 
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.SERM.  different  and  uncomipt)  eye  upon  all  things ;  apprehend- 
LXX.  jpg  and  edeeming  each  as  it  is  in  itielf ;  making  no  di- 
ftindion  where  it  findeth  none;  not  preferring  one  thing* 
before  another^  without  ground  of  difierence  in  them*  It 
doth  not  fix  a  valuation  on  its  objeAs^  but  acknowkdgeth 
it^  and  taketh  it  for  fuch  as  it  is  in  themfelves. 

Wherefore  God  cannot  have  any  blind  afieftion  or 
fondnefs  toward  any  perfon  grounded  on  no  reafon,  or 
upon  any  unaccountable  prejudice.  No  perfon  can  feem 
amiable  or  odious  to  him^  who  is  not  in  himfelf  truly 
fuch.  - 

This  argument  is  often  ufed  in  Scripture}  and  to  afltire 

us  of  this  truths  it  is  there  frequ^itly  affirmed,  that  God 

doth  fearch  the  hearts,  doth  try  the  fpirits,  doth  weigh  the 

1  Stm.  H.   a£bions  of  men :  The  Lord,  faid  Hannah,  is  a  God  of  know^ 

Ptov.  xfi.   ^g^i  ^^  ^  ^^^  aSHons  are  weighed  :-  All  the  wayi  of 

3*  man  J  faith  Solomon,  are  clean  in  his  own  eyes;  but  the 

Pfid.  xi.  4.  Lord  weigheth  the  fpirits :  His  eyes,  faith  the  lYahnifi', 

Jer.xi.  so.  lekoldf  his  eyelids  try  the  children  of  men :  And,  O  Lord 

**•  "'       of  hqfts,  faith  Jeremiah,  thatjudgeft  righteoujly,  that  triefi 

Jer.  zxxU.  the  reins  and  the  heart-'-'^Thine  eyes  are  open  upon  all  the 

^^  ways  of  thefons  of  men,  to  give  every  one  according  to  his 

Stu  xTii.    ways,  and  accordi?ig  to  the  fruit  of  his  doings :  [I  the  Lord 

*••  fearch  the  heart,  I  try  the  reins,  to  give  every  man  according 

to  his  ways,  and  according  to  the  fruit  of  his  doings.] 

"a.  God  cannot  be  partial,  becaufe  he  is  perfectly  righte- 
ous, juft,  and  holy.  This  reafon  adjoined  to  the  former 
doth  make  up  a  complete  demonftration :  for  partiality  doth 
proceed  either  from  blindnefs  of  mind,  or  firom  perverfe- ' 
nefs  of  will ;  he,  therefore,  who  hath  both  an  exa6t  know- 
ledge of  things,  and  a  perfeA  reftitude  of  will,  can  nowife 
be  partial ;  the  one  enabling  him  to  judge,  the  other  dif- 
pofing  him  to  affe^k  things  as  they  are  and  deferve  ;^  to- 
efteem  and  love  that  which  is  indeed  worthy  and  lovely ; 
to  defpife  and  diflike  that  which  is  defpicable  and  odious; 
to  have  no  opinion  or  affeftion  toward  a  perfon,  abfb-a&ed 
firom  all  qualifications ;  fuch  an  one  being  no  fpecial  ob- 
jeft  of  a  wife  and  juft  either  efleem  or  contempt,  love  or 
hatred. 


No  Rejpe&  of  Perfons  with  GoU  33  % 

As  thefe  caufes  are  ahvays  infeparably  conne6)ied^  (for  SERM. 
what  is  juftnefs^  but  a  difpofition  of  will  to  follow,  with-    ^XX. 
out  defIe6tion,  the  dictates  of  wifdom  ?)  fo  the  effect  muft 
neceffarily  follow  5  according  to  numiberlefs  teftimonies 
in  Scripture,  importing,  that  The  righteous  Lord  lovethv^xur*- 
righteoufnefs  ^  but  the  wickedy  and  him  that  loveth  violence^  x»xiii.*i,  : 
his  foul  hateth :  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  r  igA/e- *ly.  7. 
ous-^but  the  face  of  the  Lord  is  again/i  them  that  do  evil.   Wal/xi.*5. 

3.  God  is  impartial,  becaufe  he  is  infinitely  great  ^^"^  ^^^^ 
potent;  whence  all  creatures  are  in  the  fame  degree  in-  15,  la. 
ferior,  at  the  fame  diilance  remote  from  him;  all  are 
equally  at  his  difcretion  and  difpofal ;  he  hath  no  need  of 

any:  what  therefore  (hould  incline  him  to  regard  one 

bdFore  another,  excepting  only  goodnefs,  wherein  he  de«- 

lighteth  ?    So  the  Wife  Man  difcourfeth,  He  that  is  Lord  Wifd.  vi,  7. 

ofallfhaUfear  no  man*s  perfon^  neither  Jhall  hejiand  in 

awe  of  any  man's  greatnefs  ;  for  he  hath  made  the  fmaU 

and  great  J  and  carethfor  all  alike.     So  Mofes  did  imply. 

The  Lord  pour  God  is  God  of  gods,  and  Lord  of  lords,  iiDeiit.z.37* 

great  God,  a  mighty ,  and  a  terribUy  which  regardeth  not 

perfons. 

4.  God  is  impartial,  becaufe  he  is  immenfely  good  and  Ezod.zx!y.» 
benign;  both  intenfively  in  the  degree,  and  cxtenfively  asNumb.xiv. 
to  the  objeAs  of  his  goodnefs;  fo  that  he  fiivoureth  all^s. 
equally,  becaufe  all  thoroughly,  fo  far  as  may  well  beac-  5/15.  ciii.*^ 
OoixUng  to  their  condition  and  capacity;  whence  if  there®*  ^^'  ** 
be  any  difference  or  defeat,  the  ground  thereof  is  not  in 

his  nature  or  wiU,  but  in  the  different  qualifications  of 
creatures. 

There  is  a  double  goodnefs  or  love  of  Grod ;  one  abfo^     - 
lute,  preceding  all  regard  to  perfonal  qualities,  or  deeds ; 
the  other  oonditionate,  and  confequent  on  fpeoial  regards: 
in  both  theie  God  is  impartial ;  for  the  firft  is  general  and 
unconfined,  according  to  that  of  the  Pfalmift,  The  Lord  j^PCcxlv.^. 
gqod  to  oily  and  his  mercies  are  over  all  his  works  ;  and  thofe  ^^* 
layings  in  the  Gofpel,'Ife  is  kind  unto  the  unthankful  andLukcvlQs. 
to  the  evil:  He  maketh  his  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  o»Matt.v«45. 
the  goad;  and  fendeth  rain  on  the  jujl  andon  theuti/u/k 
The  fecond  is  gprounded  on  fpecial  reafons  of  the  cafe^  and 
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SERM.  adapted  to  the  rules  of  juitice  demanding  it;  accor^ng 
LXX.    whereto.  The  Lord  is  rich  (in  mercy)  toward  all  thai  call 
Rom.z.ii.^P^''  A^'^'*     ^^  will  fulfil  the  defire  of  them  that  fear  hknj 
P(.GxU,iB,and  preferveth  all  them  that  lave  him. 
cb1y.i9,«o.     In  the  firft  there  is  no  difference;  in  the  fecond  the  dif 
•uudiL'fs   ^^^^^  "  made  by  ourfelves,  bdng  founded  in  our  vo- 
luntary demeanour. 

5*  God  is  impartial  toward  all  perfons,  becaufe  he  hath 
the  lame  (natural  and  ori^nal)  relations  toward  all. 

1.  He  is  the  maker  and  father  of  all ;  acconfing  to  that 
Mil.  ii.  10.  of  the  Prophet,  Have  we  not  all  one  father  f  Hath  not  one 
EpheCiT.  6.  God  created  us  P  and  that  of  the  ApofUe,  There  is  me  God 

and  Father  of  all^  who  is  jobove  aU^  and  through  aUj  and  in 
you  all :  he  therefore  hath  the  fame  parental  kindnels  to- 
ward all,  the  fame  tendemefs  for  the  good  of  each ;  he 
is  not  capable  of  that  imperfedion,  which  is  obiervable  in 
fome  parents,  to  be  fond  and  indulgent  to  fome  children 
Pfor.  xsii.  above  others ;  but  in  his  afiedion  the  rich  and  poor,  as 
^  the  Wife  Man  faith,  do  meet  together;  the  Lord  is  the 

maker  of  them  all. 
Job  uxiT.      Hence  Job  did  colle£i  that  God  accepteth  not  the  perfons 
*••  ofprinceSf  nor  regardeth  the  rich  more  than  the  poor  ;  for, 

faith  he,  they  are  all  the  work  of  his  hands. 
Job  xxii.  Hence  the  fame  holy  man  did  infer,  that  he  was  obliged 
13, 14, 15.  ^^  j^^  fairly  with  his  own  fervants,  for  that  God  in  judg- 
ment would  confider  their  cafe  no  lefs  than  his,  upon  this 
Job  zxxi.  account,  for.  Did  not  he  that  made  me  in  the  "womb  make 
^^*  him  P  and  did  not  onefajkion  us  in  the  womb  P 

Hence  the  Wife  Man,  who  imitated  Solomon,  did  ar- 

Wiffl.?i.  r.gue  an  equality  of  gracious  providence  toward  all;  He 

hath  made  thefmall  and  the  great,  and  carethfor  all  alike. 

2.  God  is  the  common  Lord  of  all;  and  therefore  is 
concerned  to  proteft  all  with  the  like  care,  to  govern  all 
with  the  fame  equity. 

Hence  St.  Paul  gathereth,  that  God  is  indifferently  wil- 
ling to  fhew  mercy  and  difpenfe  bleffings  to  all  people ; 
to  confer  the  means  of  falvation,  and  to  accept  pious  en- 
Rom,  iii.    deavours,  without  diftin6Hon  of  Jew  or  Gentile ;  Is  he, 
faith  he,  the  Godof  the  Jews  onlyp  Is  he  not  alfo  of  the 
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Gentiles  P  And,  There  is  tfierefore  no  difference  I'^^u/een  SBRM«. 
the  Jew  and  the  Greeks  for  the  fame  Lord  over  all  is  rich    LXX. 
unto  all  that  call  upon  him.  r~ — ~ 

*  Rom.  Z.13* 

Hence  the  lame  Apoftle  doth  urge  mafters  to  be  juft 
and  kind  to  their  fervants ;  for  that  God,  as  the  common 
mafter,  hath  an  equal  refpe£l  to  both;  knowing  that  y our Epfaef. t!. 
Mqfter  alfo  is  in  heaven^  and  there  is  no  refpeti  of  perfons  ^' 
with  him. 

3.  God  is  the  Saviour  of  all ;  defiring  and  defigning  that  1  Tim.  ir* 
all  menfhould  befaved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  *^  "*  *• 
truth;  bting  willing  that  no  man  Jhotdd  peri/h,  but  that^Veuhug. 
MJhould  come  to  repentance. 

Wherefore  out  of  philanthropy  and  love  to  mankind  he 
lent  his  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world;  to  give  Aifn-Tit.  ii.ii. 
felf  a  ranfomfor  all  men,  to  tafie  death  for  every  man.        14. 

And  what  greater  inftance  could  there  be  of  perfect  im-  ^^^«  »*• 
partiality?  John  Hi.  ^7. 

So  by  reafons  from  the  principal  attributes  and  relations  ^^^^^ 
of  God  his  impartiality  may  be  deduced.:  the  fame  alfo  19. 
may  be  declared  from  his  proceedings  and  dealings  with  Hcb^H."^? * 
men.    For, 

I.  God  hath  propofed  to  all  men  indifferently  the  fam^aem.IW* 
terms  and  conditions  of  obtaining  his  love  and  favour,  of'*  ^' 
enjoying  his  bounty  and  mercy,  of  obtaining  rewards  and 
felicity  from  him. 

The  fame  laws  and  rules  of  life  are  prefcribed  to  all 
perfons,  as  men,  and  as  Chriftians. 

The  natural  (U£tates  of  reafon,  the  precepts  of  holy 
Scripture,  the  great  moral  duties  of  religion,  by  obferv- 
ance  whereof  God's  favour  is  retained,  and  falvation  af- 
fured,  are  of  general  concern  and  common  obligation  to . 
all  without  exception. 

God  hath  not  framed  one  Law,  or  one  Grofpel^  for 
princes  and  gteat  men,  another  for  peafants  and  mean  ar- 
tifjjuis;  he  hath  not  chalked  out  one  way  toward  heaven 
for  the  rich,  another  for  the  poor  to  walk  in;  but  all, 
high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  one  with  another,  are  tied  tOPl^,  xhz, 
obferve  the  precepts  of  piety,  of  charity,  of  juftice,  of** 
temperance,  fobriety  and  chaftity,  of  modefty,  humility. 
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SE  RH.  ^^  patience ;  none^  great  or  finally  can  otherwife,  than  by 

LXX.    proceeding  in  the  common  road  of  virtuous  praftice,  ar« 

M«tth.  Tli.  "^®  *®  bappinefc.     He  thai  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father 

ai.  that  is  in  heaven^  Jhall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Matth. xis.     If  thou  Wilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  commandments: 

hih!\m.'  ^^^  ^^  through  thejlrait  gate:  Blejed  are  they  that  do 

94.        ^   his  commandments^  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of 

,j/****^7i/J?  J  To  them  J  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing 

ReY.uii.  Jeek  glory  and  honour  and  immortality,  eternal  life  will  be 

Rom.  ii.  7.  Conferred :  thefe  are  the  grand  infallible  maxims^   the^ 

fixed  irreverfiUe  decrees^  e3q>refling  the  general  duty  and 

doom  of  mankind,  according  to  the  eternal  reafon  of 

things,  and  the  declared  will  of  God  Almighty,  our  fo* 

vereign  governor  and  judge. 

John  zv.        Whoever  it  ig,  that  wiU  pleafe  Grod,  that  will  have  his 

14.  loye^  that  will  be  happy  by  his  grace,  muft  humbly  fub- 

mit  to  God's  will,  muft  fieuthfuUy  obey  Grod's  laws,  muft 

carefully  walk  in  God's  way ;  from  this  courfe  there  can 

be  no  exemption,  no  difpenfation,  no  fpecial  privilege  for 

any  perfon  whatever. 

As  all  men  naturally,  by  indiflbluble  bands  of  obliga- 
tion, are  the  fubjeds  and  fervants  of  God;  fo  God;indif- 
penfably  and  inexcufably  doth  require  the  fame  loyalty 
and  fidelity,  the  fame  diligence,  the  fame  reverence  frcun 
all. 

Great  men  fometimes  may  live,  as  if  they  conceited 
themfelvcs  free  from  the  obligations  which  bind  other 
men ;  as  if  they  had  not  fouls  (as  we  poor  mortals  have) 
to  be  faved,  or  were  to  be  faved  in  fome  other  way ;  as  if 
obedience  to  the  divine  laws  doth  not  touch  them,  but 
only  doth  belong  to  the  commonalty ;  as  if  they  had  fpe- 
cial indulgence  to  live  in  pride,  luxury,  and  floth,  might 
warrantably  pra6Hfe  injuftice,  oppreffion,  revenge ;  might 
aim  priviUgio  be  lewd  and  lafcivious,  withhold  their 
debts,  take  God's  name  in  vain,  negleft  devotion  and  the 
fervice  of  God :  but  in  thus  doing  they  much  abufe  them- 
felves  5  for  they  no  Icfs  than  others  are  obnoxious  to  guilt 
and  to  punirtuuent,  for  fuch  mifdemeanors  agmnft  the  di- 
vine laws.    In  truth,  if  there  be  any  ditfcrence  in  the  cafe. 
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i(  is  otdj  dus;  that  thej^  m  all  eqmty^  Ingenuity,  and  SERH. 
gratitude^  arc  obUged  to  a  more  ftrifit,  more  faithful,  more    I^XX. 
diligent  obfbrvance  of  God's  laws ;  they  being  more  in-* 
debted  to  God  for  his  fpecial  bounty  to  them ;  they  hav-^ 
ing  larger  talents  and  advantages  committed  to  their  truft, 
their  deportment  being  of  higher  con&quence,  and  moft 
influential  on  the  world,  they  being  liable  to  render  an 
account  according  to  that  juft  rule.  Unto  whom  much  isLiikezu. 
given,  of  him  much  Jhall  he  required ;  whence  their  emi-r  *®' 
nency  of  condition  doth  not  excufe  them  from  common 
duties,  but  doth  advance  their  obligation,  will  aggravate 
their  negle£t,  will  inflame  their  reckoning,  will  plunge 
them  deeper  into  woful  pimifliment ;  according  to  that  of 
the  Wife  Man,  A  Jharp  judgment  Jhall  he  to  them  that  ar^  WifiLvi..^^ 
in  high  places;  for  mjercy  will  foon  pardon  the  meanqft,^' 
hut  mighty  men  Jhall  he  mightily  tormented, 

2.  All  perfons  have  the  fame  means,  the  fame  aids,  the 
fame  fupports  afforded  to  them,  for  ability  to  perform  . 
their  duty,  and  attain  their  happinefs. 

The  word  of  God,  as  the  light  of  heaven,  doth  iiidif-^ 
ferently  (hine  to  all  men,  for  inftru£iing  their  minds,  for 
direding  their  praftice,  for  guiding  their  foet  in  the  way 
of  peace. 

,   The  diyine  grace  is  ever  at  hand,  ready  to  aflift  all  thofe 
who  fincerely  and  ferioufly  do  apply  themfelves  to  ferve 

God. 

Seafonable  comforts  are  never  wanting  to  fupport  thofe 
who  need  them,  and  who  in  their  diflrefs  feek  them  from 
God^  who  healeth  the  hroken  in  heart,  and  hlndeth  up  /AdrPf*czlvii.3. 
wffunds;  fo   that  when  the  poor  man  crieth,  the  Xo'*^wu«iT.6. 
heareth  him,andfaveth  him  out  of  his  trouhles. 

The  univ^rfiaJ  good  Spirit  of  God  (the  fountain  of  light  1  Cor.xii. 
and  wifilom,  of  fpiritual  power  and  ftrength,  of  cdnfolation 
and  joy)  b  communicated  according  to  the  needs  of  men, 
and  exigencies  of  oceafion;  preventing  them  by  direflion 
to  the  right  way,  by  reclaming  them  from  ill  courfes,  by 
exciting  in  them  good  thoughts  .and  good  defires ;  quick^ 
emng  their  goo4  reiblutions,  and  aflifting  in  the  purfuit  of  * 
them ;  enabling  theni  to  refift  temptations,  and  to  conibat 
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SERM.  ^th  their  fpiiitual  adveriaiies:  to  fuch  beft  porpofes  the 
-  LXX.    holy  Spirit  is  given  to  all  in  needful  feafons  and  meafmcs; 
Lukezi.ia.  efpecially  to  thofe  who  do  eameftly  feek  it^  do  faithfully 
dfe  ity  do  treat  it  well. 

3.  God  hath  provided^  and  doth  propofe  to  all  men  the 
fame  encouragements  for  obedience,  the  fame  pwiiihments 
for  tranigreffion ;  the  which  being  the  fiune  in  kind  do 
only  cQfier  in  degree^  proportionably  to  the  good  deeds  or 
bad  demerits  of  perfons. 

God  hath  appointed  one  heaven  for  all  pious  and  w« 

Col.  Hi.  11.  ^^^^^  perfons^  of  what  nation^  of  what  rank,  of  what  con- 

iCor.ii. 9-dition  foever  they  are;  he  hath  prepared  thofe  thingtf 

which  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  heart  of  man 

tfTim.  It.  Conceived,  for  all  that  love  him.    For  all  that  have  fought 

^'  **  the  goodjighty  and  kept  the  faith,  and  love  his  appearance, 

the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  hath  laid  up  a  crown  of 

righteoiifnefs. 

Luke  uii.       Immortality  of  life,  an  un£ading  crown  of  glory,  a  king- 

^'*  dom  that  cannot  be  fhaken,  unfpeakable  joys,  endlefs  blifs, 

God  hath  covenanted  and  promifed  to  all  his  faithful  fer- 

vants ;  to  all  who  in  his  way  pleafe  to  accept  and  em- 

Ror.xsii.  brace  them;  b  ^ixaw.  He  that  willeth,  let  him  take  of  the 

*^*  water  of  life  freely :  and  what  greater  rewards   could 

there  be  afligned  ?  What  room  is   there  for  partiality, 

where  all  are  capable  of  the  {ame  equally  great,  becaufe 

Matt.  viii.  in  a  manner  immenfe  felicity  ?    Many,  faith  our  Saviour, 

lukcEiii.  Jhall  come  from  the  eajl,  and  from  the  weft,  and  from  the 

^9.  north,  and  from  the  fouth,  and  Jhall  ft  down  with  Alra- 

ham,  and  with  Ifaac,  and  with  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of 

heaven. 

Lazarus,  the  poor  beggar,  fhall  reft  with  the  illuftrious 
Mofes,  and  the  noble  Daniel,  with  David,  and  Hezekiah, 
and  Jofiah,  and  all  pious  princes,  in  the  bofom  of  Abrar 
ham.    The  poor  fifliermen,  the  painful  tent-makers,  the 
forry  publicans,  fhall  reign  together  with  Conftantine,  and 
Theodofius,  and  all  thofe  good  princes,  who  have  faith- 
fully ferved  God,  and  promoted  his  glory.     The  rich, 
1  Tlra.  vi.  well  ufing  their  wealth,  may  obtain  that  ftate,  treqfuring 
Luke  xii.    ^P  ^^  themfelves  a  good  foundation  againjl  the  time  to  come^  ' 
ao.  xri.  9. 
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that  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  life :  the  poor^  content*  SERM. 
edly  bearing  their  condition,  have  a  good  title  thereto,    LXX. 
expreiied  in  thofe  words,  Blejfed  he  ye  poor,  for  yours  is  /teLukcvi.ao! 
kingdom  of  God. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  fame  difmal  punifhments  are 
threatened  to  all  prefumptuous,  contumacious,  and  impe- 
nilent  tranigreflbrs  of  God's  law,  however  dignified  or 
diftinguifhed ;  be  they  princes  or  fubje£ts,  noble  or  bafe, 
wealthy  or  indigent;  the  lame  unquenchable  fire,  the 
fiime  gna^ving  worm,  the  fame  weeping,  and  wailing^  and 
goafhing  of  teeth;  the  fame  utter  darknefs;  the  fame 
burning  lake  of  brimftone ;  the  fame  extreme  difconfolate 
anguifh  is  referved  for  them  all :  Depart  from  me;  Go  y^Matt.  vii. 
curfed  into  eveflajling  fire,  will  be  the  doom  pronouncedj^'^^^^: *'• 
on  all  the  work^s  of  iniquity  ;  Indignation  and  wrath,  27*,  5|^ 

Uibulaiion  and  angui/h,  will  be  upon  every  foul  that  doeth^^^'^*'  ** 
evil. 

No  regard  will  be  had  to  the  quality  of  men  in  this 
world;  for  the  rich  man,  who  was  clothed  in  purple  0711? Luke «vi. 
fine  linen,  and  fared  fumptuou/ly  every  day,  was  not  e3j:-.  jam?  f-  1. 
eufed  firom  hell  and  torment:  there  is  a  Tophet  ordamcd Luke ri. 34, 
of  old,  even  for  kings  j  mighty  menjhall  be  mightily  /or-wifd.vi.  6* 
menied,  if  they  have  mightily  finnedr 

Even  prefent  encouragements  of  virtue  in  this  life,  the 
joy»  and  comforts  of  God's  holy  Spirit,  the  fweet  elapfes 
of  fpiritual  confolation  in  devotion,  the  peace  of  God,  and 
delicibouft  fenfe  of  his  love,  the  cheerful  fatisfa^^ion  of  a 
good  confcience,  the  joy  in  believing  God's  truth,  and 
hoping  for  accompli0)ment  of  his  promifes,  the  delight  in 
obeying  God's  commandments,  the  bleiling  of  God  upon 
goo4  undertakings,  and  happy  fuccefs  therein,  the  cp-Pf.Mxvil, 
operaiion  of  all  t kings f^r  good  to  them  who  love  God,  theRo^'Vili. 
^jly  pf  aU  wants^  and  fatisfadion  of  all  de6res^  the  as. 
experimealal  afluranoe  of  God's  conftant  proteftion  and^^^^Jyii^ 
graoious  providence  oyer  thofe  who  fear  him  and  tfuft  in  ^.zsxiv.io, 
bim^  (according  to  numberlefs  d^larations  and  promifea 
in  holy  Scripture,)  are  indifferently  difpenfed  to  all,  who 
(hall  i^dTe  the  means  to  attaki  them,  in  way  of  confcientious 
praAice. 

vol.  i|i.  2 
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SERM.      As  correfpondently  the  temporal  difcouragements  from 
LXX.    fin  (crofles^  difappointments^  vexations^  miferies)  are  with- 
Pf.  xi.  6.     ou^  exception  allotted  to  all  tranfgreflbrs  of  Grod's  law, 
Ixxiii.  19.   according  to  many  denunciations  therein. 

zzzii.  10*  ... 

Ifa.  xlviii.       4-  The  impartiality  of  God  doth  appear  from  his  nni- 
33.  Wii.  30.  verfal  providence,  carefully  watching  over  all  and  every  . 
perfon,  difpenfing  good  things  to  each,  according  to  Ws 
need,  without  diftin£Uon  *. 

Is  any  man  in  extreme  want  ?  his  liberal  hand  prefently 

W.  cvii.  9.  doth  reach  forth  a  fupply ;  for,  He  fatisfieth  the  long" 

PtcxW.i6,ing  foul,  and  filet  h  the  hungry  foul  with  goodnefs;  He 

openeth  his  hand,  and  fatisfieth  the  defire  of  every  living 

thing. 

Is  any  man  in  diftrefs  ?  the  Lord  is  ready  to  afford  re- 
^  lief;  according  to  that  repeated  burden  of  the   107th 

^Q  T"'38  ^^^^ '  ^^^  '^^  ^y  ^^'°  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  trouble,  and 

xxxiv/e.    hefaveth  them  out  of  their  diftrejfes. 

cxlvil/e.        ^*  *"y  ^^^  engaged  in  fin  and,  guilt  ?  He  is  patient  and 

ciii.  e.       longfuffering ;  not  pouring  forth  his  anger,  not  with- 

ixxviii.  38.  holding  his  mercies  5  letting  his  fun  arife  and  his  Ihowers 
defcend  upon  the  moft  unworthy  and  ungrateful :  this  he 
doth  fo  generally,  that  commonly  by  apparent  events  it  is 
not  eafily  difcernible  to  whom  God  beareth  fpecial  fa- 

Kcci.ix.i,2.vour;  according  to  that  obfervation  of  the  Preacher,  No 
man  knoweth  either  love  or  haired  by  all  that  is  before 
them  ;  all  things  coming  alike  to  all.  How  then  can  any 
man  complain  of  partiality  in  him,  who  exercifeth  fo  un- 
confined  bounty,  clemency,  and  patience  ? 

pr.  cxivi.  9.     If  there  be  any  confiderable  difference,  it  is  only  this, 

cxlvii.  14.  .  '  J  ' 

ix.  9.         that  God  hath  a  peculiar  care  of  the  poor,  the  afflifted, 

"xx?^4    ^^  opprefled,  the  helplefs  and  difconfolate,  who  do  mofi 

need  (and  thence  are  moft  induced  to  feek)  his  fuccour 

and  comfort ;  being  alfo  commonly  better  qualified  to  re^ 

ceive  them ;  as  is  frequently  declared  in  Scripture. 

It  is  true,  that  God  hath  his  particular  friends,  his  fa- 
vourites^ his  privados,  whom  he  doth  fpecially  regard  and 


*  Bonus  omnipotens  ita  curat  univerfos  tanquam  (ingulQs^  ita  (ingulos 
tanquam  tblos.    Aug.  Conf, 
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countenance;  upon  whom  he   conferreth   extraordinary  SERM. 
boons  and  graces;  namely,  thofe  who  do  love,  who  do^^^zL. 
fear,  who  do  truft  in,  who  do  honour  him,  who  do  obey 
him ;  concerning  whom  it  is  faid,  ff^e  know  that  all  ^Ai«gfJRom*viiu 
work  together  Jor  good  to  them  that  love  God:  and,  The^' 
Lord  preferveih  all  thofe  that  love  him:  There  is  no  wantxxxi.  88. 
to  them  that  fear  him:  He  will  fulfil  the  defire  of  ^^^w^Sy^Jo' 
that  fear  him;  he  alfo  will  hear  their  cry,  and  willfave 
them :  The  Lord  redeemeth  the  foul  of  his  fervants,  an^xxxir.aa. 
none  of  them  that  truft  in  himfhall  he  defolate:  Them  /A^^  1  Sam.ii^o» 
honour  me  J  I  will  honour:  The  Lord  loveth  the  righteous :  p{,  ctIv'us, 
The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous,  and  his  ears  xkxW.  15. 
are  open  unto  their  cry :  Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  what- Johnxy .14, 
foever  I  command  you.  ^ 

But  evidently  there  is  no  partiality  in  this ;  for  he  doth 
not  favour  them  irrefpeSively  as  perfons,  but  as  in  juftice 
fpecially  qualified  for  favour ;  f riendfhij)^  dutifulnefs,  reve- 
rence toward  him,  being  the  higheft  virtues,  and  arguing 
a  mind  endued  with  difpofitions  (with  equity,  with  inge- 
nuity, with  gratitude,  with  fober  wifdom,  with  love  of 
truth  and  goodnefs)  which  demand  a  correfpondence  of 
love  and  refpeft  from  God  himfelf.  And  as  we  do  not  hold 
a  man  partial,  who  beareth  a  fpecial  afTeftion  and  regard 
to  thofe,  who  exprefs  good-will,  who  deal  kindly  and 
&irly  with  them,  who  ferve  them  faithfully,  and  pay  them 
due  refpe6l ;  fo  neither  is  God  partial,  if  he  doth  fpecially 
Uefs  good  men  upon  the  like  accounts. 

Efpecially  confidering,  that  God  doth  not  .fo  favour 
mere  pretenders,  who  profefs  to  love  and  honour  him^ 
but  do  not  love  true  goodnefs ;  fond,  fuperftitious,  hypo- 
critical people,  who  call.  Lord,  Lord,  but  praftife  ini- Matt,vii.ss^. 
quky ;  who  think  to  pleafe  him  by  affefted  fervices ;  whoJ5j!|*^*^|^^®^ 
court  and  flatter  him  with  their  lips;  who  woidd  bribeMatttv.g. 
him  with  their  gifts  and. facrifices.  Mattfxvfi. 

-    5,  All  Chriftians,  without  diftinftion,  have  the  fame  il-  • 
luftrious  relations   and*  honourable  privileges,  the  moft 
great  and  glorious  that  can  be  imagined. 

Of  what  greater  honour  is  a  man  capable,  than  to  be 

z  % 
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SERM.  adopted  into  the  blood  royal  of  heaven^  io  be  called  to  be 
LXX.  one  of  the  fong  of  God?  Ye  are  all  thefons  of  God  by 
(Coi.iii.ii.x/«<A  w  Chriftfyfm.  God  fent  forth  his  Son^  bom  of  a 
iCor.iii.ia.  ic/9titimi  that  he  might  redeem  tts— and  that  we  might  re- 
98.  iv.  4, 5!  ceive  the  adoption  of  fans. 
JUmi.viii.       ^jj^„  woToaniV  iyamir  Behold,  fdth  St.  John,  what  love 

1  John  KLi.  the  Father  hath  given  us,  that  wejhould  be  called  thefons 
John  1.  la.  ^j  Q^^  jj^^  '^  ^  privilege  J  which  God  hath  g^ven,  whidi 
Gal.  i^       Chiift  hath  purchafed  for  us  aU.    And  wbq/bever  received 

him,  he  gave  them  ^ve-ieof  ratmiVj  (this  power,  this  piivi* 

kge,  this  advantage,)  that  theyfhould  become  thefons  of  God, 
To  what  higher  dignity  can  any  one  pretend,  than  to 

be  heir  of  a  kingdom,  by  the  mod  infallible  aiTurance  that 

can  be ;  by  covenant,  by  promife  of  God  ?  Such  are  a9 
Rom.viii.  good  Chridians,  God's  cluldren;  for  iffms,  then  heirs, 
Q^  j^^  y^  £uth  the  Apoftle,  heirs  of  God,  coheirs  with  Ckrifi:  hein 
Tit.iii.  7.  cf  God's  kingdom;  for.  Hearken,  my  behoved  brethren, 
Jam!  ii.  5.  &ith  St.  James ;  Hath  not  God  chofen  the  poor  of  this 

world,  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom,  which  he 

hath  promifed  to  them  that  love  him  f 
Matt.  XXV.       Inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  yotu 
Luke  xii.        ^^OT  not,  little  flock  ;  it  is  your  Father's  good  plea^ire  to 
3^-  give  you  a  kingdom. 

Luke  xxii.  /  appoint  unto  you  -a  kingdom,  as  my  Father  hath  ap- 
^^'  pointed  unto  me. 

To  what   higher  pitch  can  the  moft  ambitious  foul 

afpire,  than  to  be  a  king  ? 

Such,  St.  John  faith,  that  our  Lord  hath  conftituted 
Rev.  i.  6, 9.  every  good  Chriflian;   partakers,  not  of  a  carnal^  an 

2  Tim.  iv.  ©sufthly,  a  temporal  kingdom,  (which  is  unftable,  ia  fub- 
is*  ,  jed:  to  various  chances  and  erodes,  cannot  endure  kmg, 
a^cTT'i  1.  w  laft  any  oonfiderable  tin^,)  but  of  a  fpiritual,  a  celeflaal, 

2;*?"^.   „  an  eternal  kingdom,  which  cannot  bejhaken^  which  hath 

Hob.xii.aa.         .10. 

ifmxwt.  continual  reft,  peace,  joy. 

I  Theff.  H.       ^g  ^j^  jjy  Q^  called  unto  his  kingdom  and  glory,-^ 

Col.  i.  13.   trxmflated  into  the  kingdom  of  bis  own  dear  Son. 

To  be  the  brethren  of  CbnA;  who  isi  dlie  fbureiceign 
Lord  of  glory,  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  ofhrds* 
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I«  it  not  a  cc^derable  honour  to  be  the  friends  of  our  SERM. 
Lord  ?  So  is  every  poor  foul,  which  hath  the  confctehce   LXX, 
to  ferve  him  faithfully ;  for,  Ye  are  my  friends^  if  ye  do  John  xv. 
whatfoever  I  command  you.  **• 

All  are  citizens,  free  denizens  of  the  heavenly  common*  PhU.  in.  20. 
wealth :  cvu^mKhai  rwv  Moov .  Hcb.  xiii, 

,  *  ,  20.  XII.  33* 

6,  All  men  are  liable  to  the  fame  judgment,  at  the  fameEph.  ii.  19. 
tribunal,  before  that  one  impartial,  inflexible  Judge,  ^ho^^j^j^*/^* 
camiot  be  corrupted  with  gifts,  or  dazzled  with  (hews,  cnra*-) 
moved  by  any  finiiter  regards. 

All  perfons  muft  (land  before   that  bar  upon  equal 
ground ;  without  any  advantage ;  according  to  that  repre- 
fentation  of  St.  John ;  Ifaw  the  dead,  fmall  and  great,  Apoe.  zx. 
^nd  before  God,  and  the  books  were  opened — and  the  dead^^* 
were  judged  out  of  thofe  things  which  were  written  in  the 
books,  according  td  their  wtrks. 

The  greateft  mdnarohs,  the  mightieft  potentates,  the 
moft  redotibtabk  warriors,  and  fuccefsfui  conquerors,  (the 
men,  who  mdde  the  earth  to  tremble^  that  did ^ake  kifig^if.%fr.  16> 
dams,)  that  made  the  world  as  d  wildemefs,  and  defiroyed^^' 
the  cities  thereof;  who  affe&ed  to  dfcend  into  heaven,  andv*  la,  14. 
to  exult  his  throne  above  the  Jiars  of  God,  to  afcend  afove^^' 
the  heights  of  the  clouds^  and  to  be  like  the  Moji  Highi 

There  fliall  they  ftand  bare  and  divefted  of  all  thei^ 
phantaftry ;  their  fplendid  pomp,  their  numerous  r^thtue, 
their  guards,  their  parafites. 

No  confideration  there  will  be  had  of  their  wilidy  title% 
of  th^  gay  attire,  and  ^ttering  pomp. 

No  refpe£i:  will  be  had  to  the  dread  of  their  name,  to 
the  fame  of  their  prowefs;  to  that  fpurioos  glory,  for 
which  they  linfettled  mankind,  and  overturned  the  world; 
tfarir  a£tion9  will  be  AnEdy  fcanned  according  to  the  rules 
of  God's  law  and  commipn  equity. 

They  wiU  be  put  to  anfwer  for  all  the  violences  and 
outrages,  for  all  the  fpoils  iind  rapinte>  for  all  the  blood 
and  llatigbiers,  for  all  the  ruins,  devaftations^  and  defo- 
lationfl^  their  cruel  ambition  hath  c^ufed)  fof  all  the 
fl&8  tl^  have  committed,  and  all  the  tniiSdbiefs  th$Sf 
have  dcNoe. 

*3 
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SERM.      They  who  now  have  fo  many  flatterers  and  adorers, 

LXX.    will  not  then  find  one  advocate  to  plead  for  thebi. 
"""""""""     Thus  it  may  appear  that  God  is  impartial. 

But   there   are  divers  obvious  exceptions  againft  this 
dod:rine.     As^ 

Olj.  I.  Is  it  not  apparent  that  the  gifts  of  God  are  dif- 
tributed  with  great  inequality  ? 

Doth  not  one  fwim  in  wealth  and  plenty,  while  another 
coucheth  under  the  burden  of  extreme  want  and  penury  ? 
Are  not   fome  perched  aloft  in  high  dignity,  while 
others  crawl  upon  the  ground,  and  grovel  in  defpicable 
meannefs? 
Lukezvi.       Are  not  fome  clothed  with  purple  and  fine  linen,  and 
19, 20.      ji^^^  delicioufly  every  day ;  while  others  fcarce  find  rags  to 
cover  them,  and  lie  at  the  door  begging  for  relief  ? 

Do  not  fome  thrive  and  profper  in  their  affairs,  while 

others  are  difappointed  and  croffed  in  their  undertakings  ? 

Was  it  not  truly  obferved  of  fome  perfons,  (and  thofe 

Pfal.  xni,   kaft  deferving  good  fortune,)  They  are  inclofed  in  their 

Job  xxi? VV  ^^^f^f^^ — Their  eyesftand  out  withfatnefs;  they  have  more 

— xii.  6.     than  heart  could  wifti  ? 

iSbril  16.      And  whence  doth  this  difference  come,  but  from  God's 
iCor.iv.7.hand?  Who,  as  the  Apoftle  afketh,  maketh  thee  to  differ 
from  another,  but  God,  the  difpofer  of  all  things  ? 
To  this  exception  I  anfwer : 

I.  That  temporal  things  are  fo  inconfiderable,  that  they 
Icarce  deferve  to  come  into  the  balan9e,  or  to  be  com- 
puted ;  for  they  have  but  the  fame  proportion  to  fpiritual 
^yjy,  17. things,  as  time  hath  to  eternity;  or  a  finite  to  an  infinite; 
which  is  none  at  all. 

What  partiality  therefore  is  there,  if  God  in  mercy  and 

patience  beftow  on  bad  men  a  farthing  in  the  temporal 

Luke  vi.  24.  coTj/bZa^f 0725  of  this  life,  (if  the  univerfal  Father  give  a 

Pf.xvit  14. fo^^  portion  in  this  life  to  untoward  children,)  while  he 

referveth  infinite  millions  for  his  obedient  children  ? 

a.  The  goods  of  fortune  commonly  are  difpenfed  not 
by  a  fpecial  hand  of  God,  but  according  to  the  general 
courfe  of  providence :  and  what  partiality  is  he  guilty  of, 
who  fcattereth  money  into  a  crowd  of  poor  people ;  al« 
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though  in  fcrambling  fome  get  more  than  others  and  SERM.  ^ 
often  the  worft  (being  moft  bold  and  fierce)  do  get  moft  ?     ^X^; 

3.  Indeed  the  receiving  thofe  gifts  is  no  fign  of  God's 
fpecial  regard;  as  the  Preacher  well  obferved;  No  wianEccicf. ix. 
knoweth  either  love  or  hatred  ly  all  that  is  before  them.^' 

All  things  come  alike  to  all;   there   is  one  event  to  the 
righteous  and  to  the  wicked. 

4.  God,  as  St.  Auftin  faith,  purpofely  doth  fparingly 
deal  thefe  things  to  good  men,  and  freely  beftoweth  them 
on  bad  men,  to  fliew  how  little  we  ought  to  value  them  5 
how  much  inferior  they  are  to  fpiritual  goods.  For  furely 
he  would  give  the  beft  things  to  his  friends,  and  the  worft 
to  his  enemiea. : 

5.  Even  temporal  gifts  are  difpenfed  with  a  very  even, 
hand ;  for  if,  barring  injudicious  fancy  and  vulgar  opinion, 
we  rightly  prize  things,  we  compare  the  conveniences  and 
inconveniences  of  each  ftate,  it  will  be  hard  to  judge 
which  hath  the  advantage. 

Wealth  hath  more  advantages  for  pleafure ;  but  it  hath 
alfo  more  cares,  more  fears,  more  croffes,  more  dangers, 
more  troubles,  more  temptations. 

It  hath  more  plenty;  but  withal  it  hath  lefs  fafety,.lefs 
eafe,  lefs  liberty,  lefs  quiet,  lefs  real  enjoyment. 

Set  the  diftra6tion  of  the  rich  man's  mind  againft  the 
toil  of  the  pooreft  man's  body;  the  naufeous  furfeits  of 
one  againft  the  griping  hunger  of  the  other. 

That  which  really  doth  conftitute  a  ftate  happy,  con- 
tent, may  be  common  to  both,  or  wanting  to  either,  as 
the  perfon  is  difpofed. 

6-  The  goods  of  fortune  are  not  purely  gifts,  but  talents 
depofited  in  truft  for  God's  fervice,  for  which  a  propor- 
tionable return  is  expefted;  fo  that  he  that  hath  lefs  of 
thexn,  hath  a  lefs  burden  to  bear,  and  an  eafier  account  to 
reader. 

7.  Many  gifts  are  not  difpenfed  with  perfonal  regard^ 
but  for  public  good;  and  therefore  all  have  an  intereft  in 
them. 

The  wealth,  the  power,  the  reputat4on,  the  profp^rity 
of  a  prince,  olF  a  nobleman,  of  a  gentleman,  are  not  his, 

Z4 
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SERM.  but  his  neighbour's;   for  governing^  for  protedii^  for 
LXX.    encouraging,  for  afiilling  whom,  they  are  conferred:  the 
world  not  being  able  to  fubfift  in  order  and  peace  with- 
out fubordinate  ranks,  and  without  anfwerable  means  to 
maintain  them. 
Luke  i.  79.      Obj.  2.  It  is  apparent,  that  God  difpenfeth  lu^  grace^ 
Eph^^iv.is!^®  light  of  knowledge,  and  means  oi  falvation^  very  un- 
ii.  1.  equally;  fome  nations  living  in  the  clear funihkie  <^  the 

/ptt.  iv.  8.  ^('^P^^^  while  others  ^i  in  darknefs  and  the  Jhad»w  of 
death;  whole  nations  being  detained  in  barbarous  and 
brutifh  ignorance* 

To  anfwer  this  exception  fully  would  require  much  dif* 
courfe ;  it  being  a  dark  and  difficult  point :  but  briefly  we 
may  fay, 

1.  That  God  difpenfeth  meafures  of  grace  according  to 
a  juft,  yet  infcrutable  wlfdom,  knowing  what  ufe  will  be 
made  thereof,  and  what  fruit  men  will  bear.  It  may 
therefore  be  a  favour  not  to  difpenfe  light  to  them,  who 
are  not  prepared  to  embrace  and  improve  it  well. 

2.  No  man  can  tell  what  God  doth  in  pteparation,  and 
what  obftruftions  are  made  by  men  to  his  grace. 

3*  As  lower  means  of  grace  are  conferred,  fo  propor*- 
tionably  lefs  returns  are  expefted. 

4.  How  hard  foever  it  may  be  to  defcry  the  reafon  of 
God's  proceedings  in  this  cafe,  yet  afluredly  it  is  juft; 
and  our  ignorance  of  it  fliould  not  prejudice  the  belief  of 
thofe  general  truths,  which  are  fo  plainly  declared,  con- 
cerning the  univerfal  benignity  and  impartial  equity  of 
God. 

Obj.  3 ♦  Is  it  not  in  holy  Scripture  fometimes  ailerted, 
that  God  doth  aft  arbitrarioufly  and  abfolutely ;  difpent 
ing  his  bounty  and  mercy  without  regard  to  any  quality 
in  men,  or  deed  committed  by  them,  either  in  whole,  or 

Rom.  ix.     in  proportion God  faith,  /  will  have  mercy  on  whom  I 

Matt.  XX.    ^^^^   *^^^  mercy and.  Is  it  not  lawful  for  me  to  do 

15.  what  I  will  with  mine  own? 

Is  not  a  plain  inftance  of  this  dealing  alleged  by  St- 
Rom.  ix.  Paul  concerning  Jacob  and  Efau,  that  before  the  children 
ii>  12, 13.  ^^^  bom,  6r  had  done  either  good  or  evil,  God  faid.  The 
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elder  Jkallferve  the  yotmger;  and  in  regard  thereto,  in  the  SERM. 
Prophet,  Jacob  have  I  loved,  but  Efau  have  I  hated  P  LXX. 

We  anfwer  briefly,  that 

Such  e^prefiions  do  import,  not  that  God  afteth  abfo- 
lutely  in  the  thing  itfelf,  but  quoad  nos;   not  that  he 
a£leth  without  reafon,  but  upon  reafons  (tranfcending  our 
capacity,  or  our  means  to  know  it)  incomprehenfible  orRom.xi. 
undifcemible  to  us;  not  that  he  can  give  no  account,  but  is  ^^* 
not  obliged  to  render  any  to  us  5  that  the  methods  of  his 
providence  commonly  are  infcrutable;  that  his  proceed- 
ings are  not  fubjeft  to  our  examination  and  cenfure  j  that 
his  ading  doth  fufficiently  authorize  and  juitify  itfelf;  that 
it  is  high  prefumption  and  arrogance  for  us  to  fcan,  fift,  or  Rom.  ix. 
conteft,  CM-  caidl  at  the  equity  or  wifdom  of  God*s  afting.  *°* 

That  God  doth  not  aA  according  to  neceffity,  but  is 

free  in  difpenfing  his  mercy,  and  applying  it  to  any  per* 

fon^  fo  that  they  have  nothing  to  challenge  upon  account 

of  their  own  deferts  or  works ;  but  muft  refer  all  to  his 

'  mere  bounty. 

However,  there  can  be  nothing  in  thefe  myfteries  of 
predeitination  and  providence,  which  really  doth  fubvert 
an  aflertion  fo  dFten  clearly  exprefled,  and  fowell  ground- 
ed in  reafon,  or  the  confideration  of  God's  nature,  attri- 
buteS)  ordinary  way  of  a£dng,  &c. 

Whatever  expreilions  are  repugnant  thereto  in  found, 
whatever  inftances  (depending  on  occult  caufes)  in  appear- 
ance do  crofs  it ;  it  yet  muft  ftand,  that  God  is  impar- 
tially merciful,  benign,  juft,  &c. 

Obj.  4.  Had  not  Jeremy,  St.  John  Baptift,  St.  Paul^  (iia.  zlix. 
abfolute  favours  and  graces  conferred  on  them,  who  were  j^^*')  ^ 
fan6iified,  and  feparated  from  the  womb  to  be  prophets  Luke  1. 15. 
andapoftles?  ^^•*•''• 

Se/p.  Thefe  favours  were  in  defign  not  fo  much  parti-  jer.  i.  10. 
cular  and  perfonal,  as  general  and  public;  thofe  P«rf<>n»^^*/^\^ 
being  ndfed  up  by  Grod  upon  occafions  as  needful  ioftru*  xxvi.  16. 
ments  (ele6i  veffels)  of  his  providence,  to  inftruft  men,  and 
to  reduce  them  to  God ;  fo  that  God,  in  railing  up  fuch 
extraordmary  perfons,  did  exprefs  his  ccnnmon  goodnefs 
toikmnkind* 
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SERM.      The  like  may  be  faid  of  that  fpccial  favoiuv  which  wa» 
LXX.    vouchfafed  to  the  holy  Virgin^  who  was  K^«pfTa)ftfyi}|  and 
Km0%  MX*-  ^hlP^^  among  women,  for  the  general  good  of  mankind. 
Mr«/«i»if.         The  confideration  of  this  point  is  very  ufefiil,  and  may 
'  difpofe  us  to  many  forts  of  good  practice. 

1.  No  man  ihould  prefume  upon  God's  dealing  with  him 
more  favourably  than  with  others,  as  if  he  were  a  darlbg, 
or  favourite ;  that  Grod  will  indulge  him  in  the  commif- 
fion  of  any  thing  prohibited^  or  in  omiffion  of  any  duty. 

No  man  fhould  indulge  himfelf  in  any  thing,  upon  a 
conceit,  that  God  will  indulge  him,  or  overfee  his  errors; 
and  that,  in  this  fenfe,  Hefeeth  not  iniquity  in  Jacob. 

2.  No  man  ihould  be  puffed  up  with  conceit^  that  God 
hath  a  iingular  regard  to  him.  For  all  fuch  conceits  are 
groundlefs  and  vain }  in  them  men  do  miferably  delude 
themfelves. 

No  man  can  otherwife  found  any  afluranoe  of  God's 
I  John  iii.  fpccial  love  to  him,  than  upon  a  good  confcience;  teftify- 
19,  ti.       ^g^  ^jjg^^  j^^  Jq^Ij  fincerely  love  God,  and  endeavour  faith- 
fully to  obey  his  commandments^ 

3.  No  man  ihould  defpair  of  God's  favour;  feeing  God 
hath  no  particular  averfation  from  any ;  but  every  perfon 
hath  the  fame  grounds  of  hope. 

If  we  can  buckle  our  hearts  to  obferve  our  duty,  we 
may  be  fure  to  be  accepted. 
Gen,  iv.  7.      If  thou  doeji  well^Jhalt  thou  not  he  accepted P 

4.  No  man  fhould  be  difcouraged  for  his  condition,  or 
fortune;  fince  in  allotting  it  to  him  God  had  no  disfavour, 
nor  did  intend  him  ill. 

God  hath  no  lefs  regard  to  him,  than  to  perfons  of  the 
moft  high,  wealthy,  profperous  ftate. 

5.  No  man  fhould  repine,  murmur,  or  complain  of 
God's  dealing,  as  if  he  were  unkindly  ufed,  more  than 
others :  for  there  is  no  fuch  thing.  God  dealeth  alike 
kindly  with  all. 

6.  No  man,  upon  account  of  his  rank,  wealth,  or 
worldly  advantages,  fhould  boafl  or  pride  himfelf;  feeing 
thence  he  partaketh  no  more  than  his  meanefl  and  poor- 
efl:  neighbour,  of  the  principal  advantage,  God's  favour. 
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7.  No   man,  upon  fuch   accounts,  fliould  defpife  his  SERM. 
neighbour,  the  brother  of  low  degree:  for  upon  thefe  ac-    LXX. 


counts  it  appeareth,  that  the  Wife  Man  faith  truly,  that  Jam.  i.  9. 
He  is  void  of  wifdom  who  de/pifeih  his  neighbour  ;  feeing *p  ^**'V''*'* 
no  man  can  be  defpicable,  whom  God  regardeth ;  feeing  xiv.  21. 
God,  as  Elihu  faith,  is  mighty y  and  defpifeth  not  any;  fee- Job xxxvi. 
ing  the  meaneft  perfon  ftandeth  on  equal  terms  with  the  ^^j^^  .j  ^  x 
greateft  in  the  eye  of  God. 

8.  Great  men  fhould  not  take  themfelves  for  another  Quonimfa- 
fort  of  creatures,  or  another  race  of  men  than  their  poor  «l?°f'"°? 
neighbours ;  that  the  world  is  theirs,  and  all  things  are  vit.  Lue. 
for  them ;  that  they  may  do  what  they  pleafe ;  that  they  *  *  ^** 
afe  exempted  from  laws,  which   oblige  others;   for  in 
moral  and  fpiritual  accounts  they  are  upon  a  level  with 
others. 

They  are  but  fellow-fubjefts  and  fellow-fervants  with 
others ;  all  accountable  to  the  fame  Matter. 

9.  Superiors  hence  fhould  be  moved  to  deal  fairly, 
gently,  and  courteoufly  with  inferiors;  feeing  thefe  are 
their  fellow-fervants,  equally  confiderable  as  themfelves 
with  the  great  Matter  of  the  family. 

This  is  the  ufe,  to  which  St.  Paul  applieth  the  con- 
fideration : 

Mq/ierSy  give  unto  your  fervants  that  which  isju/l  and  co\.  iv.  1. 

equaly  knowing    that  ye  have  a  Mq/ier  in  heaven >"»«ult. 

Ye  majiersy  do  the  fame  things  unto  them,  (that  is,  be  Ephef.vt.  9. 
confcientioufly  good  to   them,  as   they  are  faithful   to 
youj)  forbearing  threatening ;  knowing  that  your  Mqfter 
alfo  is  in  heaven,  neither  is  there  refpeSi  of  perfons  with 
him. 

10.  This  coi^deration  fhould  preferve  us  from  fuperfU- 

tion,  or  thinking  to  pleafe  or  fatisfy  God,  win  his  favour, 

or  appeafe  his  difpleafure,  by  uncouth  ways,  which  he 

hath  not  prefcribed  to  all  men;  to  corrupt  him  by  our 

&ciifices    and    oblations ;    our   flatteries,  glozings,   col- 

loguings  with  him ;  fo  that  he  will  indulge  us  in  any  bad 

thing,  or  excufe  us  from  our  true  duty,  in  regard  to  thofe 

afiefted  fervices. 

We  do  herein  but  abufe  ourfelves ;  for  he  will  not  ap-  Coloff.  ii. 

Mic.vi.798' 
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SERM.  prove  or  accept  us  upon  any  other  account^  than  of  ^- 

LXX.    charging  our  duty^  being  truly  righteous  and  good* 

""■— "     II.  It  is  matter  of  comfort  and  fatisfieidxHi  to  a  man, 

who  is  confcious  of  his  fincerity^  that  (whatever  his  coih 

dition  and  circumftances  be)  dod  will  have  a  fiur  r^purd 

thereto,  and  will  not  rejed  him. 

Job  xzxi.        It  was  fo  to  Job ;  Doth  not  God  fee  my  u*uysy  and  couut 

'  all  my  Jieps  P Let  me  he  weighed  in  an  ^iVen  hdance^ 

that  God  may  know  my  integrity. 
jBm.ti.i»9.     x9.  The  confideration  of  this  point  ihould  keep  us  from 
xzTiii.  Bi.  partial  refpe6ts  of  men. 

Not  to  admire  the  fiate  of  great  men,  nor  to  yieU 
them  undue  deferences,  (in  prejudice  to  meaner  perfoosi 
ov  ^U«  rM  maldng  greater  difference  than  there  is  ground  for^)  not 
i^tt*.  xxli!  ^^  flatter  or  humour  them  in  an  immoderate  meafure»  or 
»^'  ,.  imbefeeming  manner. 
vf^M-M.        This  is  that  which  St.  James  doth  urge  in  his  fecond 

Le^t.*xix    ^^P^®^>  ^  *  v^^  unequal  thing. 

15.  We  (hould  imitate  God;  we  fhould  confider  that  our 

3^?\*9.  ^^  opinions  and  afieSions  fhould  refemble  his. 

Prov.  xxiv.     As  in  exterior  judgment  no  refpeft  is  to  be  had  to  the 

xxviii.  21.'  rich  above  the  poor;  fo  neither  in  the  interior  judgment 

or  efteem  of  our  mind;  to  which  St.  James  feemeth  to 
Jam.  ii.  9.  apply  the  law ;  If  ye  have  refpeSi  to  perfons^  ye  commit  fn^ 

and  are  convinced  of  the  law  as  trarifgrejfors. 

13.  This  fhould  keep  us  from  envying  at  thofe  who 
have  more  worldly  advantages. 

14.  It  fhould  keep  us  from  being  offended,  or  fcandal- 
ized,  or  perverted  into  falfe  notions  of  God^  upon  occa-^ 
fion  of  any  myfterious  points,  or  hard  expreffions  import'* 
ing  abfolute  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  God,  in  predef- 
tination  or  providence.  For  however  they  are  to  be  un- 
derftood,  they  cannot  derogate  from  the  impartial  good'- 
nefs  and  juftice  of  God. 

15.  This  coniideration  fhould  engage  us  readily  to  pay 
due  refpe<St  and  reverence  to  princes,  to  magiflrates^  to 
all  our  fuperiors. 

For  hence  we  fee,  that  the  reafon  why  we  are  ^Oid« 
manded  to  honour  and  fear  them,  is,  not  thiir  worldly 
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grandeur  of  wealth  or  power,  (things  of  fmall  coniidera-  SERM. 
tion  with  God ;)  but  it  ftandeth  on  a  more  folid  ground,    ^^^' 
their  facred  relations  to  God,  as  his  reprefentatives.  and 
officers)  who  in  his  name  and  behalf  do  adminiiler  juflice, 
and  proteft  right  and  innocence,  encourage  virtue,  main- 
tain order  and  peace  in  the  world. 

Though  God  doth  not  favour  their  perfons  as  rich  aftd 
mighty ;  yet  he  regardeth  his  own  character  imprinted  on 
them ;  he  regardeth  his  honour  and  intereft  concerned  in 
their  refpeft ;  he  regardeth  the  public  good  of  mankind, 
which  they  are  conftituted  to  promote :  he  confiders  them 
as  the  minifters  of  his  kingdom,  and  inftruments  of  con- 
veying his  benefits  to  mankind. 

Whence  he  giveth  falvation  to  kings ;  he  by  his  law, 
and  by  his  providence^  doth  guard  and  fecure  them  from 
violence,  from  contempt,  from  difrefpe&. 

In  honouring  them,  we  honour  the  authority  of  Grod, 
aod  the  chara&er  of  divinity  damped  on  them;  wefenreRomkZir.4. 
onrfelves^  for  whole  iake  they  are  conftituted,  for  whofe^f*****^** 
good  they  watch« 

It  may  alfo  engage  us  the  more  gladly  and  fuUy  to 
yield  them  their  due  refpeft,  to  confider,  that  their  condi- 
ikia  is  not  invidious>  or  their  caie  better  than  other 
men's ;  feeing  they  are  accountable  to  God  for  the  advan- 
tages oi  it ;  feeing  that  Grod  hath  no  regard  to  them  upon 
account  of  that  greatnefs.  which  dazzleth  our  eyes;  feeing 
that  fov  all  the  burdem  they  fuftaki^  for  all  the  cares  ikej 
take>  for  all  the  pains  they  endure,  for  our  good  and  pub- 
Vm  ftrvice,  they  can  receive  fg  inconfiderable  a  recom- 
poife  from  us* 

Finally^  it  fbould  engage  us  to  be  very  carefol  of  our 
ways,,  and  diligent  in  our  obedience ;  feeing  there  is  no 
ether  way  p<^ible  of  fdeafing  Grod,  of  gaining  his  favour 
pDd  £riiendflnp>  ofi  appealing  his  dii|>le(^ure,  of  ftaDdii^ 
vfvight^  and  conung  off  well  in  his  jjudfpnenti ;  this  i&  St. 
Peter's  .inference^  with  which  I  conclude 

Jf  ye  call  on  tlie  Fat  her ,  who  without  refpeSi  of  perfhns  i  Pet,  u  17, 
judgeth  according  to  every  man's  work,  pqfs  the  time  of 
your  fojourning  here  in  fear. 


SERMON    LXXl. 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF  UNIVERSAL  REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED  AND  EXPLAINED. 


1  Tim.  IV.  lo. 


The  living  God;  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men^ 

efpecially  ofihofe  that  believe. 

SERM.   X  HERE  are  two  points  of  dofitrine  here  plainly  aflerted 

^^^^^'  by  St.  Paul,  which  I  fhall  endeavour  to  explain  and  to 

apply :  one,  that  God  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men;  another, 

that  he  is  peculiarly  the  Saviour  of  the  faithful ».   For  the 

firft, 

God  in  many  refpeSs  may  truly  be  conceived  and  called 

the  Saviour  of  all  men  ;  for  the  word  fave  doth  in  a  large 

acception  denote  the  conferring  any  kind  of  good ;   as 

implying  a  removal  of  need,  or  indigence.     Whence  God 

Pfal.  xxxvi.  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men^  as  the  univerfal  preferver  and 

Old  Tranfl.  iip^^older  of  all  things  in  their  being  and  natural  ftate,  as 

and  the      it  is  in  the  Pfalm :  ThoUy  Lord,  faveji  man  and  beci/i,  or, 

or  ^^^127,'^'  as  the  general  benefaftor,  who  is  good  to  all,  and  whofe 

Pfal.  cxlv.  fnercies  are  over  all  his  works;  who  maketh  his  fun  to  rife 

Mm,  V,  45,  upon  tlie  good  and  bad^  rains  upon  the  juft  afnd  unjti/ij  is 

Luke  vi.  35.  kind  and  benign  even  to  the  ungrateful  and  evil :  or,  as 

the  common  affiftant,  protefitor,  and  deliverer  of  all  men, 

who  in  need  or  diftrefs  have  recourfe  unto  him  for  fuc- 

cour  and  relief,  according  to  what  is  faid  in  the  Pfalms  ) 
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The  Lord  is  a  refuge  for  the  opprejfed^  a  refuge  in  times  of  SERM. 
trouble.     The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  ^XXI, 
him.     They  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trotillei  and  he  pfai.  ix.  9, 
faved  them  out  of  their  di/ireffes.  ^}^:  J®^ 

In  thefe  kinds  of  fenfes,  efpecially  refpe6ling  natural  andcTii.i3,&c» 
temporal  goodi,  it  is  roanifeft  that  God  is  the  Saviour  ofall^^^f^  *^* 
men.  But  that  he  is  in  this  place  termed  fuch  in  a  higher 
fenfe,  with  regard  to  mercies  and  bleffings  of  a  more  ex- 
cellent kind^  and  greater  confequence,  (to  mercies  and 
bleflings  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  and  relating  to  the  eternal 
ftate  of  men,)  may  from  feveral  confiderations  appear. 

!•  For  that  according  to  apoftolical  ufe  the  words  Sa*> 
viour,  Save^  Salvation,  are  wont  to  bear  an  evangelical 
fenfe,  relating  to  the  benefits  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
procuredj  purchafed,  and  difpenfed,  concerning  the  future 
ftate  of  men. 

a.  For  that  queftionlefs  St.  Paul  doth  here  intend  God 
to  be  Saviour  of  the  faithful  in  this  higher  fenfe,  and  con- 
fequently  he  means  him  in  the  fame  fenfe  (although  not 
in  the  fame  degree  and  meafure,  or  not  altogether  to  the 
fame  effefts  and  purpofes)  a  Saviour  of  all  men. 

3.  Becaufe  it  is  plain,  that  in  other  places  of  Scripture^ 
like  and  parallel  to  this,  fuch  a  fenfe  is  defigned.    As, 
where,  in  this  very  Epiftle,  we  are  enjoined  to  pray  for  aW  iTim.ii*  4. 
men,  for  this  reafon  3  For,  faith  St.  Paul,  this  is  good  and 
acceptable  before  God  our  Saviour j  who  would  have  all  men 

to  be  faved,  and  to  come  to  the  knowledge  (or  acknowledge 
ment)  of  the  truth;  where  c-oirijp  ^[mov,  the  Saviour  of  us, 
feems  to  denote  the  Saviour  of  us  as  men,  (that  interpret* 
tation  beft  fuiting  with  the  argument  St.  Paul  ufeth,) 
however  it  is  expreffed  that  God  is,  according  to  defire  or 
intention,  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  in  reference  to  their 
fpiritual  and  eternal  advantage ;  as  willing  that  all  men 
ftould  embrace  the  Gofpel;  which  is  farther  moft  evi- 
dently confirmed  by  the  words  inuuediately  followingj 
For  there  is  one  God,  and  one  mediator  between  God  and 
men,  the  man  Chriji  Jefus. 

4.  Becaufe,  according  to  the  tenor  of  Scripture,  and 
the  amlogy  of  Chriflian  dodnne^  St.  Paul's  aflertion 
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SERM.  thus  interpreted  is  true,  as  our  fubfequent  diibaurie  may 
LXXI.  declare. 

1  Tim.  L  1.     5-  I  might  add,  that  the  living  God  in  our  text  may 
a.  a.         very  well  be  underfiood  and  expounded  to  be  our  Lord 
Tit.  ii.'  lo,  JefuB  himfelf ;  not  only  as  partaking  of  the  diyine  nature, 
18.  Hi.  4.    j^m  ^  exhibited  in  the  Gofpel,  the  Word  incarnate,  who 
iTim. iii.  as  fuch  may  feem  conunonly  by  St.  Paul  to  be  ftyled, 
Aa«M.a8.  ^^  ^^  Saviour;  God  manifefted  in  theftejh;  God,  that 
Rom.ix.  5,  pur  chafed  the  Church  with  his  own  llood;  Chrift^  who  is 
over  all,  God  llejfedfor  evermore.    However  it  from  the 
prenufes  is  fufficiently  apparent,  that  God's  being  the  Sa* 
viour  of  all  men  doth  relate  unto  our  Saviour  Jefus  his  un- 
dertakings and  performances  for  the  lalvation  of  all  men ; 
fince  God  in  a  fenfe  evangelical  is  no  otherwife  laid  to 
fave,  than  in  concurrence  with  what  Jefus  ^  undertake 
and  perform ;  than  as  deiigning,  ordering,  accepting,  pro* 
fecuting,  and  accomplifhing  our  Lord's  performances^ 
Jeius  being  the  conduit  throu^  which  aU  evangelical 
mercies  and  Ueiiings  are  from  God  conveyed  and  difpenf- 
Epb.  i.3,6.  ed  to  mankind*    So  that  God  being  the  Saviour  of  man* 
kind,  is  either  dire£Uy  and  inmiediatelyj  or  by  equiva-* 
lence  and  in  confequence,  the  fame  with  Jefus  being  the 
Saviour  of  all  men. 

That  our  Lord  Jefus  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men  ;  or  that 
the  moft  fignal  of  his  faving  performances  do  in  their  na- 
ture  and  their  defign  refpeA  all  men,  as  meant  for,  as 
conducing  and  tending  to  all  men's  falvation,  yea  and  as 
in  their  own  nature  (fuppofing  men's  due  and  poiSble 
concurrence  with  them)  effectually  produftive  of  their  fal- 
vation ;  that,  I  fay,  this  ancient  catholic  point  of  do&rine 
(the  which  we  profefs  to  believe,  when  with  the  Church 
we  iky  in  the  Nicene  Creed — Whx>for  us  men,  and  for  our 
falvation,  came  down  from  heaven,  and  the  which  par- 
ticularly our  Church  in  its  Catechifm,  in  the  Minifbation 
of  Baptifm,  and  in  the  Communion,  doth  moA  evidently 
SAd  exprefsly  declare  itfelf  to  embrace)  is  very  true, 
many  full  and  clear  teftimonies  of  Scripture  dd  fhew, 
many  rcafons  grounded  on  Scripture  do  prove;  the  which 
we  ftail  fir&  tooich,  and  then  further  both  iUtiftrate  and 
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enforce  tlie  truth,  by  declaring  upon  what  accounts,  or  SBRMl 
in  what  refpeQs  our  Lord  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men ;  as  ^^^^* 
alfo  by  an  application  to  praSice,  declarative  of  its  ufe- 
fiilnefs  and  fubferviency  to  the  purpofes  of  piety.     For 
immediate  teflimonies :  - 

I.  Jefus  is  called  the  Saviour  of  the  world;  who  waS 
fent  and  came  into  the  world  to  fave  the  world ;  whofe 
ehief  performances  were  defigned  and  direfted  to  the  fal- 
TEtion  of  the  world;  We  have  heard  and  known,  faid  the  John  iv.«. 
men  of  Samaria,  that  this  is  truly  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
the  Chrift.     We  havefeen  and  te/iified,  faith  St,  John,  that  1  John  iv. 
the  Father  fent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world,^^* 
(that  world,  of  which  it  is  faid.  He  was  in  the  world,  andiohn  i.  10. 
the  world  was  made  by  him,  and  the  world  knew  him  not.)  ^ 

And,  God  fent  his  Son  into  tlie  world,  not  to  judge  (or  not  iohnnu\^ 
ta  condemn)  the  world,  but  that  the  world  by  himjkould  ie  john  v.  ss* 
faved,  (that  world,  whereof  a  great  part  he  in  efleA  would  ^^  ^•"*^- 
both  judge  and  condemn  for  unbelief  and  difobedience,  Rom.  zlr. 
he  did  come  primarily  upon  intent  to  lave.)     And,  The]^^^ 
bread  which  Ifhall  give  is,  faith  he,  myjle/h,  which  Iwilhohnri,  su 
give  for  the  life  of  the  world.    And,  Behold,  faid  the  Bap- John  i.  29, 
tift,  thff  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the 
world.  And,  God  was  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto  2  Cor.  v.  19, 
himfelf  not  imputing  t/ieir  offences,  f^th  St,  Paul,  to  the 
world,  which  otherwife  he  exprefleth  by  ra,  Trivra,  by  Aim  Coloff.  1.20. 
to  reconcile  all  things  unto  himfelf.   Arid,  He  is  a  propitia^i  John  ii.  2t 
iion  w>i  only  for  our  fins f  but  for  the  fins  of  the  whole 
wotld,   {the  whole  world,   in  contradiftin£tion  from   all 
Ohriftians,  to  whom  St.  John  fpeaketh  in  that  place  of    '. 
his  Catholic  Epiftle ;  that  KotrfMs  oXas,  of  which  he  faith  in 
that  fame  £piftle,  xocr/xo;  0X0^  Iv  rco  vowipw  xiirof,  the  whole  1  John,  ▼• 
world  lieth  in  wickednefs.)     In  all  which  places  that  the^^' 
world  according  to  its  ordinary  acception  (and  as  every 
mah  would  take  it  at  firft  hearing)  doth  fignify  the  whole 
x:ommunity  of  mankind,  comprehending  men  of  all  fortk 
3nd  qualities,  good  and  bad,  believers  and  infidels,  (not  in  ' 

a  new,  imufual  fenle,  any  fpecial  reftrained  world  of  fome 
perfonff,  particularly  regarded  or  qualified,)  will,  I  fup« 
pofe,  pai^y  ai^ear  to  hin?^  who  ihafl  without  pyejudige^QJ 

voi^.  III.  A  a 
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S£  RM.  partiality  attend  to  the  common  ufe  thereof  in  Scripture^ 
J^XXI.  efpedally  in  St.  John^  who  moil  frequently  applieth  it  as 
■""""""^  to  this,  fo  to  other  cafes  or  matters. 

2.  The  objeA  of  our  Saviour's  undertakings  and  inten- 
tions  is  defcribed  by  qualities  and  circumftances  agreeing 
unto  all  men.  All  the  fons  of  Adam  are  by  difobedience 
in  a  loft  condition^  (loft  in  error  and  fin^  loft  in  guilt  and 

BfotuzTUK  condenmation,  loft  in  trouble  and  mifery ;)  and.  The  Son 

>^-  ofmoHf  taith  he  himfelf,  came  tofave,  ri  ^hroXoiAif,  that 

(om.  ill.    which  was  lofi^  (or  whatever  was  loft.)    All  men  hwefu" 

'^  ned,  faith  St.  Paul,  and  are  fallen  ^i  of  the  glory  of 

s  THa.  t    God;  and.  It  is  a  faithful  faying,  faith'  the  fame  ApofUe, 

^^'  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  ChriftJefus  came  hit^ 

Kom.  V.  8.  the  world  tofave  fnners*    God  commended  his  love  to  us^ 

j^l^ef.  a.  1,  ^^^  ^^  Z'^'ng  yetfnners  Chrt/i  died  for  ni.    All  men  na* 

turally  are  weak,  and  wicked ;  are  in  a  flate  of  alienation 

lorn.  V.  6,  and  enmity  toward  God :  and.  Even  when  we  were  with^ 

^'  outjlrength,  in  due  time  Chri/i  died  for  the  ungodly:  When 

we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  if 

I  PM.  ill.    his  Son :  Chri/i  once  fuffered  for  fns,  the  righteous  for  the 

*••  unrighteous.    All  men  have  fouls  and  lives  expofed  to 

twkeix.  56.  mifery  and  ruin:  and.  The  Son  of  man,  fo  he  aflures  us, 

came  not  to  dejlroy,  hut  to  fave  the  fouls  (or  lives)  of  men. 

Thofe  propofitions  in  form,  refpefting  an  indefinite  objeS, 

are  according  to  vulgar  ufe  equipollent  to  thofe,  wherein 

the  objeft  is  exprefTed  univerfally.     However, 

3.  They  are  interpreted  by  others,  exprefTed  in  terms 
as  general  and  comprehenfive  as  can  be;  fuch  as  thefe 

1  Tim.  iv.  texts  contain :  The  living  God,  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all 

*^'  men,  ^ecially  of  the  faithful,  (of  all  men  univerfally,  not 

1  Tim.  ir.  4,  only  of  the  faitliful,  though  chiefly  of  them.)     God  our 

-  *'  ^'  Saviour  would  have  all  men  to  hefaved  ;  He  is  the  medi-^ 

ator  of  God  and  meuy^who  gave  himfelfa  ranfomfor  all 

Rom.  xi.    vr^en ;  God  hathjkut  up  alt  men  under  fin,  that  he  might 

32-  have  mercy  upon  all.     The  love  of  Chriji  conjlraineth  us, 

14, 15.      judging  this,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  are  all  dead; 

and  he  died  for  all,  that  they  who  live  may  not  live  to 

themfelves,  hut  to  him  that  died  for  them,  arid  rofe  again. 

Tit.ii.  IK  Thefaving  grace  of  God  hath  appeared  to  all  men,  (or  thc> 
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grace  of  God,  which  is  faving  to  all  men,  hath  appe^^red^  SERM. 
mfavii  ri  x^'ff  '^^  ®«5  ^  arcoT^ptog  fraffiv  iv^pamotg.)     He  tq/ied  LXXI^ 
death  (tmep  wavrij)  for  every  man.     He  is  the  true  lighty  Hcb.  ii,  9, 
4hat  enUghteneth  every  man  coming  into  the  world.  Which  1^*    . 
propofitions  do  fufficiently  determine  the  extent  of  our 
Saviour's  faving  performances. 

4.  Farther  yet,  to  exclude  any  limitation  or  diminution 
of  thefe  fo  general  terms,  (at  leaft  to  exclude  any  limita^ 
tion  in  regard  to  all  the  members  of  the  vifible  Church, 
which  are  or  have  been  incorporated  thereinto,)  it  is  ex- 
prefled,  that  our  Saviour's  undertakings  did  refpeft  even 
thofe,  \9ho.  (by  their  own  default)  might  lofe  the  benefit 
of  them,  and  who  in  effe£t  fliould  not  be  faved.     For,  of 

thofe  falfe  teachers,  who  introduced  pernicious  hereJieSj  it  a  Pet  u.u 
is  faid,  that  they  denied  the  Lord  who  bought  them  ^.  And 
St.  Paul  implies,  that  by  fcandalous  example  a  weak  bro* 
therefor  whom  Chri/l  died^  being  induced  to  fin,  might 
be  de/iroyed.    And  by  thy  knowledge  Jhall  the  weak  bro*  1  Cor.viii. 
therperijhffor  whom  Chrift  diedP    And,  Do  not,  faith  he^*j^  ^.^^ 
again,  by  thy  eating  dejlroy  him,  for  whom  Chri/l  died,  is. 
And  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews   fignifies  concerning 
apoftates,  that  they  do  trample  upon  the  Son  of  God,  and  Heh,  z.  S9, 
pollute  the  blood  of  Chrift,  by  which  they  are  fan&ified. 

5.  The  fuppofition  thereof  is  the  ground  of  duty,  and 
Hn  aggravation  of  fin. 

Thus  doth  the  holy  Scripture  in  terms  very  direft  and 
exprefs  declare  this  truth,  indeed  fo  clearly  ^nd  fully, 
that  Icarce  any  other  point  of  Chriftian  doftrine  can  al- 
lege more  ample  or  plain  teftimony  of  Scripture  for  it  5 
whence  it  is  wonderful,  that  any  pretending  reverence  to 
Scripture  fhould  dare  (upon  confequences  of  their  ov^m 
devifing)  to  queftion  it ;  and  many  reafons  confirming  the 
iame  may.  be  deduced  thence. 

I.  «The  impulfive  caufe,  which  moved  God  to  defiga 
\he  fending  our  Lord  for  to  undertake  what  he  did^ 
is  exprefled  to  be  philanthropy,  or  love  to  mankind: 

^  ^  Vk  iUisy  qui  aa6U>rem  propris  (alutis  negavenint.    Amhr^  PU  zzxiz. 
«  Gieg.  Naz.  iaith  oif  Julian,  M  wr«  fMnr»s  Ti^irw,  tn  li  «vt5  fi^vr** 

Aaa 
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SERM.  But,  faith  St.  Paul^  when  the  hindnefs  and  love  of  Ood  our 
LXXI.   Saviour  unto  man  appeared — according  to  his  mercy  hefaved 
^^JT^JJTZ"  ^^'     God  Jo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
*Hfixm9»^t-  Son.     God  hereby  commends  his  love  unto  usy  that  we  as 
riiMf  iiftif  yet  being  Jinners,  Chrift  died  for  us.   It  was  not  a  particular 
fhnii*  16  f®"^"®^^  of  affe£Uon,  (fuch  whereof  no  particular  ground 
Rom.  V.  8.  can  be  ailigned  or  imagined,)  but  an  univerfal  (infinitely 
Epbef.  h.  4.  ^^Y^  j^  J  abundant)  goodnefs,  mercy,  and  pity  toward  thi& 
eminent  part  of  his  creation,  fimk  into  diilrefs  and  lament- 
able wretchednefs,  which  induced  God  to  fend  his  Son 
for  the  redemption  of  mankind. 

2.  God  declares  himfelf  impartial  (moft  particularly)  in 

this  cafe ;  that  as  all  men  in  regard  to  him  (land  alike  re-* 

lated,  and  are  in  the  fame  condition,  fo  he  proceeds  with 

indifferent  affeftion,  and  upon  the  fame  terms^  with  all. 

He  is  equally  the  Lord  and  Maker  of  all  men;  and  alt 

men  are  equally  involved  in  guilt,  and  expofed  to  ruin ; 

upon  which  grounds  St.  Paul  inferreth,  that  as  to  God's 

regard  of  man's  falvation,  there  is  no  diflFerence  between 

Jews  and  Greeks ;  and  by  parity  of  reafon  there  caa  be 

none  between  any  other  forts  of  perfons,  antecedently  to 

jlom.ii.ii.  God's  merciful  intentions.     There  is,  faith  he,  no  re/peS 

of  perfons  with  God,  (as  to  preparing  the  capacities  and 

means,  to  propounding  the  terms  and  conditions  of  fal- 

Rom.  iii.     vation,  for  about  thefe  he  difcourfes ;)  for.  Is  he,  faith 

^^'  the  Apoftle,  afligning  the  reafon  of  that  aflertion,  the 

Rom.  X.  12.  God  of  the  Jews   only,  and  not  of  the  Gentiles  P   No  : 

There  is  no  difference,  faith  he,  of  Jew  and  Greek,  for 

there  is  the  fame  Lord  of  all,  being  rich  (rich  in  mercy 

•and  bounty)  unto  all  that  call  upon  him;    that  is  by 

confequence  fimply  unto  all ;  for  St.  Paul  implies,  thai; 

God  therefore  provided  that  all   men  fhould  have  the 

means  of  calling  upon  him  imparted  to  them ;  for  that^ 

how  fhould  they  call  upon  him  without  faith  P  inA  how 

fhould  they  believe  without  preachers?  and  how  fhould  there 

be  preachers,  if  they  were  7iot  fen't  P  Whence  he  infers 

(againft  the  fenfe  of  thofe  Jews,  with  whom  he  difputes) 

that  it  was  neceffary  that  the  Apoftles  fhould  have  a  cocp- 

Rom.  iii.    miffion  to  preach  unto  all.    Arid,  The  righteoufnefs  qf 
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'Crod  by  tkejuith  of  Chrifi  is  manifefted  unto  all,  and  over  SBRM. 
all  that  believe;  for  there  is  no  difference ;  for  all  have  I-XXI. 
finnedf  and  comejhort  of  the  glory  of  God :  the  relation  of 
God  is  the  fame  to  all  men,  (He  is  the  God  and  Lord  of 
all;)  the  ftate  and  need  of  all  men  are  the  fame ;  there  is 
therefore  no  difference,  excepting  that  confequent  one, 
which  compliance  or  non-compliance  with  the  conditions 
offered  imto  all  doth  induce.     It  is  true  in  this  refpeft, 
what  the  Wife  Man  f^th,  6  ttolvtwv  hcrvorrig  ofj^oioog  wpoyoti  Wrfd  vi.  7. 
TTsp)  TTuvToor  He,  that  is  Lord  of  all,  careth  (or  provideth) 
for  all  alike  ;  and  what  Clemens  Alexandrinus^  fays,  as  to 
this  particular,  All  thij/u^s  lie  equally  for  all  from  God;fo 
that  no  man  can  compldin^  ofhim^;  as  partial  to  fome,  ahd 
deficient  to  others^ 

3,  We  may  obferve,  that  the  undertakings  and  per- 
formances of  our  Lord  are  for  nature  and  extent  compared 
with  thofe  of  Adam,  (who  was  tutto^  rs  jxeAAowof,  a  type  ^om.Y.  t4^ 
if  him  that  was  to  come;)  as  Adam,  being  a  reprefenta- 
tive  of  mankind,  did  by  his  tranfgreffion  involve  all  men 
in  gmlt,  and  fubjeft  them  to  condemnation;  provoked 
Grod's  wrath,   and  drew  the  effe6ts  thereof  upon  us; 
brought  all  men  under  the  flavery  of  fin,  and  neceflity  of 
death ;  fo  was  our  Lord  the  proxy  of  mankind,  and  by 
his  performances  in  our  behalf  did  undo  for  our  advan- 
tage, what  the  former  did  to  our  prejudice;  by  his  en^-  .  j 
tire  obedience  expiating  the  common  guilt,  fufpending 
^e  fatal  fentence,  pacifying  God's  wrath,  reducing  right- 
eoufnefs,  and  reftoring  life  to  all  that  would  embrace 
^hem ;  fo  doth  St.  Paul  at  large  (in  the  5th  chapter  of 
his  Epiftle  to  the  Romans)  propoimd  and  profecute  the 
<iomparifon;  cldfing  his  difcourfe  thus:  Therefore  as  iy Rom. v. is. 
the  offence  of  one  man  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  con*   '. 
demnation ;  fo  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  one,  the  free  gift 
came  upon  all  men  to  jti/lification  of  life.    As  guilt,  wrath,  ' 
and  death  forementioned,  were  the  fruits  of  what  Adam 
•did^  falling  upon  all ;  fo  pardon,  grace,  and  life,  were  (in  • 

SrrwOT.'vii.p.dot. 
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SERM.  defign)  the  efleas  of  wliat  our  Saviout  pdiformed  relating 
^^^^^^'  unto  all.  Yea,  the  feme  comparifon  St.  Paul  feems  to  in- 
timate in  his  fecond  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  where  he 

«Cor.v.i4.fjQth,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  are  all  men  dead;  that 
is,  Chrift's  dying  for  all  men,  implies  all  men  in  a  ftate  of 
condemnation  and  fubje6tion  to  death ;  and  that  inference 
fuppofes  the  performances  of  \h<&jirji  and  fecond  Adam  to 
be  in  their  nature  and  primary  efleds  'coextended  and 
commenfurate.    The  feme  St.  Paul  feemeth  in  expreis 

Rom.  iii.  terms  to  fay,  jill  men  have  finned,  and  are  faUen  Jhort  (or 
'  '  are  de/iitute)  of  the  glory  of  God ;  being  juftified  freely  hy 
his  grace  {ov  favour)  by  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift 
Jefus.  (All  men  are  juftified,  that  is,  according  to  God's 
fevourable  intention  and  defign.)  Yea,  the  very  reafon, 
why  God  permitted  fin  and  death  to  prevail  fo  univerfally 
is  intimated  to  be  his  defign  of  ejctending  a  capacity  of 

Rom.  zi.    righteoufiiefs  and  life  imto  aU ;  fo  St.  Paul  tells  us :  God 

^^'  hath  (hut  up  all  men  under  fin,  that  he  might  have  mercy 

upon  all.  And  particularly,  that  by  virtue  of  Chrift's 
performances  death  is  abolifhed,  and  immortality  is  con- 
ferred upon  all  men,  St.  Paul  moft  exprefsly  teacheth  us ; 

1  Cor,  XV.  For,  fidth  he,  as  in  Adam  all  die,  fo  in  Chrift  fhall  all  he 

2  Tim.  i.    made  alive. 

'^'  I  obferve  that  Profper  (an  eager  difputant  about  points 

83.  *  allied  to  this)  feveral  times  confeffeth,  that  Chrift  may  be 
moft  rightly  affirmed  to  have  been  crucified  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  whole  world,  efpecially  upon .  two  ac- 
counts, for  his  true  fufception  of  human  nature,  and  for 
the  common  perdition  of  all  men  in  the  firft  man  ^ :  we 
have  touched  the  latter;  let  us  add,  that 

4.  Our  Saviour  afluming  our  nature,  and  partaking  of 
Phil.  ii.  7.  our  flefh,  being  made  in  the  likenefs  of  men,  and  found  in 
ii.^7.*v.  a!^^^^^  ^^  ^  wan;  yea,  endued  with  the  paffions  and  infir- 
Gal.  iv.  4.  mities  of  man's  nature,  expofed  to  the  tribulations  and  in- 
conveniences of  man's  life,  did  thereby  ally  himfelf,  and 
Heb.  ii.  14,  put  on  a  fraternal  relation  unto  all  men.    Forafmuch,  feith 

11^12,  16. 

^  Cum  itaque  refliffime  dicatur  Salvator  pro  totius  mundi  redemptione 
crilcifixus,  propter  veram  naturae  humapae  fufceptionem,  et  propter  com- 
munem  in  primo  homine  omnium  perditionem^  &c.    Projp,  ai  Gal,  c.  9. 
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tfic  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  as  children  (the  chUdren  he  SERM; 
means  of  the  fame  father,  or  brethren  5  as  the  tenor  of  LXXI. 
his  difcourfe  makes  evident)  are  partakers  of  fiejh  and  ' 

Uoody  he  aljo  himfelf  likewife  took  part  of  the  fame;  that  • 

is,  gracioufly  defigning  to  become  a  brother  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  hedfumed  all  that  was  proper  to  man's  na- 
txixe.     Godf  ffuth  St.  Paul,  made  voiv  i^og  ay^pcwrcw,  theABM  xvii. 
whole  nation  or  race  ofmeny  dwelling  upon  the  face  ofihe^  ' 
earthy  of  one  blood ;  and  of  that  one  blood  our  Savioifr 
was  pleafed  to  take  part,  entitling  us  thereby  to  a  confan* 
guinity  with  him^j  and  it  was  a  title  of  his,  which  he 
feemed  to  afled:  and.  delight  in,  the  Son  of  man.    HeH6b-^*Uf 
being  fuch  did  {an£tify  our  nature,  by  the  clofeft  conjunc- 
tion thereof  to  the  divine  nature,  and  rendering  it  more 
than -a  temple  of  the  Divinity;  he  dignified  it,  and  (asHeb,ii.  ;♦ 
that  Apoftle  intimateth)  advanced  it'  above  the.  angelical  ^^' 
nature  by  an  alliance  to  God  himfelf;  he  thereby  not  ^Tim.ii.5* 
only  became  qualified  to  mediate  between  God  and  man, 
and  capable  to  tranfa£l  that  great  bufinefs,  of  man's  fal- 
vation ;  but  was  engaged,  and  in  a  manner  obliged  to  do 
it ;  for  as  he  was,  a  man,  he  furely  was  endued  with  the 
beft  of  human  afieftions,  univerfal  charity  and  compaf- 
fion,  which  wpuld  excite  him  to  promote  the  weHare  of 
all^  as  he  was  a  man,  he  was  fubje£t  to  the  common  law 
of  humanity,  which  obliges  to  endeavour  the  common 
benefit  of  men.    As  he  was  a  brother  in  relation,  fo  he 
could -not,  he  would  not  be  otherwife  in  affeftion ;  he  is 
not  to  be  conceived  deficient  in  performance  of  the  offices 
fuitable  to  that  condition.    That  good- will  which  he  re*  Matt  ▼.44. 
quires  us  to  bear  toward  all  men  indifferently,  good  and^aixl'ss.* 
bad,  friends  and  enemies,  he  queftionlefs  did  bear  himfelf 
ia  the  higheft  degree,  and  to  the  utmoft  extent  5  the  ge^ 
neral  beneficence,  which  in  bis  converfation  and  pria£dce 
he-  did  exprefs,  doth  fignify  how  large  his  defires  and  in^ 
tendons  were  in  r^ard  to  the  welfare  of  men ;  fo  that' we 

Biav  thence  well  aver  with  St.  Ambro'fe:  Incarnationis  ^mhr.  de 
^  P&racUs. 

.    '  ^H  w^Xanhi  rnt  fm^M$  km  il«A«  «»  Xiyn  fw0U  K^»  &ir»,  -IXi  ^mUX«» 
Orat,  Hi.  p.  3S5. 
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fi^RM.  Dei  fiiyfierium  eji  univerfcefalus  creaturtB;  Themy/iery  iff 
^^^h   God's  incarnation  doth  re/pe6t  thefalvation  of  all  mankind, 

according  to  his  defire  and  defign. 
Rev.  TV,  ii.     5.  We  are  taught  that  our  Lord  hath  by  his  faving  per* 
ias  X.  36.  formances  acquired  a  rightful  propriety  in,  and  a  title  of 
1  Cor.  zi.s.dominion  over  all  men  living  K }  to  'him  is  committed  the 
18.  xi.  ^y,'  governance  ^d  proteftion  of  all  mankind,  as  the  reward 
Johniii.  3d.  of  what  he  did  and  fuffered  for  its  fake.    He  is  called  thi 
Heb. ii.  8.  Lord  of  all  men ;  and  the  head  of  every  man.'  It  is  (aid 
John  xvii.  ^*^  ^^'  things  by  his  Father  are  given  into  his  hand,  and 
a.  y.  M.     put  under  his  feet;  that  power  is  given  him  over  all  flejh; 
ffidJcnc.^r.  ^^^  ^'^  authority  is  given  him  in  heaven  and  earth;  all 
judgment  is  committed  to  him.    Which  privileges,  rights, 
dignities,  are  declared  to  have  been  procured  by  the  virtue 
of  his  faving  performances,  and  purchafed  by  the  price  of 
Rom.xtv.9.hi8  blood.    For,  to  this  end,  faith  St.  Paul,  Chrtft  both  died 
and  rofe  again,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be  the  Lord  both 
of  the  dead  and  living,  (or  might  exercife  lordfhip  over 
both  the  dead  and  living,  Im  xal  vsxpcov  xal  ^covreov  xupi- 
iCor.vi.ao.evo')}:)  and.  We  are  not  our  own,  (faith  he  again,)  we  are 
Hcb.  ii.  9.  bought  with  a  price:  and,  We  fee  Jefus,for  thefuffering  of 
death,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  that  by  the  grace  of 
God  he  might  tqfte  death  for  every  man,  (or,  for  the  fuffer- 
ing  of  death,  that  by  God's  grace  he  might  tafte  death 
for  every  man,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour ;  for  there 
Phil.  ii.  8,9,  feems  to  be  fuch  a  trajeftion  in  the  words  :)  and.  He  was 
iicv.v.  9,    ^Iq^Iqyii  ufiiQ  death,  even  to  the  death  of  thecrofs;  therefore 
hath  God  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  above  every 
name.     Subjeftion  then  and  redemption,  as  they  have  one 
ground,  fo  they  are  implied  to  have  the  fame  extent;  as 
every  one  muft  call  Chrift  Lord,  fo  he  may  call  him  Sa- 
viour;  therefore  his  Lord,  becaufe  his  Saviour.    And  fince 
Chrift  hath  got  an  authority  over  all  men,  a  propriety  in 
every  man ;  fince  he  hath  undertaken  to  govern  and  pro- 
t€jft  the  world,  he  queftionlefs,  as  a  prince  of  incompara- 
ble benignity  and  clemency,  doth  ferioufly  intend  and  de-. 

Q.  in  Arr,  385.  ' ' 
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fire  the  beft  welfare  of  all  his  people ;  it  furely  cannot  be  SERM 
a  fmall  benefit  to  the  community  of  men,  that  they  are  ^XXI. 
his  fubje6ls ;  the  objefts  of  his  princely  care,  and  of  his  " 

mercyi— '— K^SfTflti  reov  <rufiwravTwy,  vxep  xcti  xad^xs  xa)  xup/o)  Clem. 
WYToxv  yevo/tevo}*  crwrr^p  yip  ls-*v,  sj^  tmv  jxsv,  tcbv  8*  ».     •'^^^p  ?^'^"' 
iaketh  care  of  all,  which  doth  become  him  that  is  Lord  of 
all ;,  for  that  he  is  indifferently  tlie  Saviour  of  all,  faith 
,Clem.  Alexand. 

6.  We  are  commanded  to  pray,  intercede,  and  giu^iTim,iu 
thanks  (indifferently)  for  all  men,  even  for  heathens  and  *'  *' 
perfecutors ;  as  for  the  objefts  of  God's  benevolent  affec^ 
tion;  whdm  he  would  have  to  he  faved,  and  to  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  his  truth;  expreffing  our  charity  in  confor* 
mity'  to  the  unconfined  goodnefs  of  God.  Very  good 
reafon  (argues  St.  Chryfoftom)  there  is  why  we  fhould 
pray  for  all  men ;  for  if  God  doth  will  the  falvation  V  all 
men,  we,  in  imitation  of  him,  fhould  will  the  fame ;  and 
if  we  defire  it,  we  fhould  pray  Tor  it  ^.  Upon  which  fcore 
die  Catholic  Church  hath  conflantly  and  carefully  obferved 
this  precept  5  fo  the  learned  writer  de  Vocatione  Gentium 
allures  us :  ^  Which  law  of  fupplication,  faith  he,  the  devo- 
iion  of  all  prie/is  and  of  all  the  Jaithful  people  doth  fo  oh^ 
ferve,  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  world,  in  which  fuch 
pruyers  are  not  folentnized  by  the  Chriftian  people.  The 
Church  <f  God  doth  therefore  fupplicate,  not  only  for  the 
Saints,  and  the  regenerate  in  Chrift,  but  alfo  for  all  infi^ 
dels,  and  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Chri/i;  for  all  idolaters^ 
aU  perfecutors,  all  Jews,  heretics,  and  fchifmatics.  And 
Prolper  himfelf :  ^  Setting  afde,  faith  he,  that  diflinQion, 

ti  ir»rrmt  ^bris  IBtkn^t  rvBiiifau,  SfXt  xeu  ^*  tl  11  ^iXiif ,  <t(^fr.     Chryfifi,  - 

.i'^oam  legem  fuppHcationis  tta  omnium  facerdotum^  et  ominium  fide-.    .,  v-.,r: 
liom  devotioy  concorditer  tenet,  ut  nulla  pars  mundi  lit,  in  qua  hujufmodi 
brationes  non  celebrentur  a  populis  Chriftianis.   Supplicat  ergo  ubique  Eccle- 
fia  Dei  Bon  folum  pro  San^is  ^t  in  Chrifto  jam  regeneratis,  fed  etiam  pro  om- 
nibus infidelibus,  et  inimicis  crucis  Chrifti,  &c. 

.  ^  Remota  ergo  dtfcretione,  quam  divina  fcientia  intra  fecretum  juftitiae  fuat 
cpndnet,  finceriffime  credendum  atque  proiitendum  eft  Deum  veile*  ut  omnes 
homines  falvi  fiant ;.  iiquidem  Apoftolus,  cujus  ifia  fententia  eft,  foiicitiffiinp 
pnecipii  quod  in  omnibus  Eccleliis  piiftime  cuftbditur^  ut  Deo  pro  omnibus 
JuMninibus  fupplicetur»     Prrf,  adOty.  Kittam,^*. 
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SERM.  ti/hich  the  divine  knowledge  contains  within  thejecrei  of  his 
LXXI.  jujiice^  it  is  moji  Jincerely  to  be  believed  and  profeffed^  that 
'  God  wills  that  all  men  Jhall  be  faved;  Jince  the  jipofthj 

tuhofe  Jentence  that  is,  doth  moJi  Jolicitoufly  enjoin,'  that 
which  is  in  all  the  Churches  mq/l  piou/ly  obfervedj  that 
God  Jhould  be  implored  for  all  men.  So  doth  he  atteft 
the  common  pra&ice,  and  declare  the  ground  thereof. 

7.  For  which  praSice,  and  for  the  confirmation  of  its 
ground,  (Grod'g  ferious  willmgnefs  and  defire  that  men 
ihould  be  faved,)  we  have  the  pattern  of  our  Lord  himfelf 
praying  to  his  Father  for  the  pardon  of  the  worft  of  men^ 
hb  murderers ;  which  as  it  demonftrated  his  charity  to* 
ward  them,  fo  it  argues  that  he  was  their  Savunwr,  for  that 
otherwife  he  knew  they  could  not  be  in  any  capacity  of 
having  pardon.  His  praying  for  them  implies  the  poffi- 
bilii^  of  their  receiving  forgivenefs ;  and  fuch  a  poffibility 
doth  prefuppofe  a  difpofition  in  God  to  grant  it,  and  con- 
fequently  a  (atisfa^on  provided,  fuch  as  God  requires  and 
accepts,  and  which  (hall  avail  to  their  benefit,  if  toward 
the  application  thereof  they  perform  their  parts. 

8.  Indeed  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  how  we  can  heartily 
pray  for  pardon,  or  for  any  other  bleffing,  either  for  our« 
felves  or  for  others,  without  fuppofing  Chrift  to  be  our 
Saviour  and  theirs  ;  without  fuppofing  God  placable  and 
well  afTefted  towards  us  and  them  in  Chrift,  upon  the 
account  of  his  performances  and  fufierings  in  our  and  their 
behalf.  We  are  to  ofier  up  all  our  devotions  in  the  name 
of  Chrift,  and  for  his  fake  muft  implore  all  mercies  and 
bleffings  from  God ;  which  how  can  we  do  ferioufly  and 
with  faith,  if  we  may  reafonably  queftion  whether  Chrift's 
merits  do  refpeA  us,  and  confequently  whether  they  can 

iTim.u.8.be  available  in  our  behalf?  I  willy  faith  St.  Paul,  that 
men  Jhould  pray  in  every  place,  lifting  up  pure  hands, 
without  urath  or  doubting :  which  precept  how  can  any 
man  obfer\e ;  how  can  any  man  pray  with  calmnefs  and 
confidence  of  mind,  who  is  not  afTured  tliat  Chrift  is  his 
Saviour,  or  that  God  for  Chrift's  fake  is  difpofed  to  grant 
his  requefts  ?  But  this  point  we  may  be  obliged  to  profe* 
cute  fomewhat  farther  in  the  application. 


'  afferted  and  explained.  36$ 

9.  Either  our  Saviour's  performances  do  refpeft  all  SERM. 
men^  or  fame  men  (the  far  greateft  part  of  men)  do  ftand  LXXl. 

upon  no  other  terms,  than  thofe  of  the  firft  creation,  or 

rather  of  the  fubfequent  lapfe  and  condemnation  5  being 
fubjeS:  to  an  extremely  rigorous  law,  and  an  infallibly 
certaijQ  guilt,  and  confequently  to  inevitable  punifhment ; 
being  utterly  fecluded  from  all  capacity  of  mercy,  and 
having  no  place  of  repentance  left  unto  them,  (the  placcAas  v.  31. 
of  repentance  being  a  moft  fignal  part  of  Chrill's  pur- Luke  xxiv, 
chafe;)  fo  that  if  any  fuch  man  fhoul# according  tp  the 
proportion  of  bis  light  and  ability,  perform  what  is  agree- 
aUe.to  God's  law,  doing  what  is  poffible  to  him  (this 
may  be  fuppofed,  for  what  is  poffible  to  a  man  he  may 
do>  what  is  poffible  is  poffible)*  in  order  to  his  falva- 
tion,   he   notwithftanding    (hould  be  incapable  of   any 
mercy>  favour,,  or  acceptance.    But,  befide  that  it  is  ex- 
pie&ly.faid,  that  God  did  Jhut  up  all  men  under  ^n,  thai  ftom.x\. 
he  might  have  mercy  upon  all;  and  that  we  are  plainly  ^^* 
enough  informed,  that  our  Lord  did  reverfe  the  firft  fatal 
fentenoe,  and  hath,  as  the  mediator  between  God  and  man, 
evacuated  all  former  covenants  by  eftablifhing  a  new  one, 
(for  if  any  former  covenant  had  been  good,  there  had  beenHchM\u7* 
no  place  fought  for  a  new  one,  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  He- 
brews difcourfeth) — ^befides  thefe  confidefations,  I  fay,  aiKl 
befide  that  fuch  fuppofitions  do  not  well  fuit  to  the  ndtUre 
of  .God,  ,and  do  not  well  confift  with  the  tenor  of  his 
pisovideoce;   God  pofitively  and  vehemently  difclaimethAasxrii. 
this  rigour  of  proceeding ;  he  both  under  Law  and  Gofp^l  ^®' 
declares,  himfelf  ready  to  admit  any  man's'  repentance ; 
yea,  eameftly  invites  all  men  thereto ;  yea,  grievoufly  ex-  Ezek.  xviii. 
|dains  and  expoftulates  with  men  for  ilot  repenting;  yeii, 
not  only  lays  it>  but  fwears  it  by  his  own  life,  that  he  de-  Ezck. 
fines  any. wicked  man  (hould  do  it;  he  ftrongly  aflerts,  hte  j^j"*3^*J^ 
eameftly  inculcates,  he  loudly  prdclsums  to  all  his  readi-  J^*°-  ^y  •• 
neik.to  pardon,  andihis  delight  in  {hewing  mertoy;  the 
riches,  of  his. goodnefs  and  forbearance  and  Ibngfufier- 
ing.    He  declares,  that  he  will  exsA  an  account  of  men,  3  Cor.  viu. 
according  to.  proportion,  anfwerable  to  their  willingnefs  fo  JJ|j^  ^^ 
do  whi^  they  could;  and  to  the  improvement  of  'thofe a^. 
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'  SERM.  talents  (thofe  meafures  of  light  and  ftrengdiy  which  they 

LXXI.   had,  or  might  have  had ;  that  whoever  is  h  fA^/s-«  »ifo|, 

Luke  zix.   faithful  in  ufing  the  fmalleft  power,  (hall  be  accepted  and 

17.  zvi.  10.  rewarded.     He  reprefents  himfelf  impartial  in  his  judg^ 

Aas  z.  84.  ment  and  acceptance  of  men's  perfons  and  performances; 

'any  man,  in  any  nation,  his  iincere,  though  imperfed, 

piety  and  righteoufnefs  being  acceptable  to  him :  the  final 

ruin  of  men  is  not  imputed  to  any  antecedent  defe&  lying 

in  man's  ftate,  or  God's  will,  to  no  obfiacle  on  God's 

part,  nor  incapaiky  on  the  part  of  man,  but  wholly  to 

man's  blameable  negle&,  or  wilful  abufe  of  the  means 

conducible  to  his  falvation :  no  want  of  mercy  in  God,  or 

\rirtue  in  the  paffion  of  our  Lord,  are  to  be  mentioned  or 

•thought  of;  infidelity  formal  or  interpretative)  and  obffi- 

nate  impenitency,  difappointing  God's  merciful  intentions, 

and  fruftrating  our  Lord's  faving  performances  and  en- 

JofaiiiiUi^.deavours,  are  the  fole  banes  of  mankind;  Here,  faith  our 

Lord,  is  the  condemnation^  that  light  is  come  into  the  world, 

and  men  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light,  lecaufe  their 

John  Y,Q4,  deeds  are  evil.    And,  IJpeak  thefe  things,  that  ye  m^kt 

*^  hefaved;  but  ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  ham 

•Matt,  xxiii.  life.    And,  How  often  have  I  willed  to  gather  thy  children^ 

as  a  hen  gathers  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  but  ye 

would  not!  Of  the  Pharifees  and  Lawyers  our  Saviour 

Lukcvii.     faid,  that  they  defeated  the  counfel  of  God  toward  them^ 

^^*  felveSf  {Yi^eTrjcrav  t^v  |3«A^y  0e5  elg  kavr^s,)  the   counfel  crf 

God,  who  defigned  to  bring  them  to  repentance  by  the 

inftru£lion  and  exhortation  of  St.  John  the  Baptift.     Our 

Saviour  invited  many  to  the  participation  of  the  Gofpel, 

Ifa.  XXV,  6.  {that  great  feajl  of  fat  things  to  allpeopUy  as  the  Prophet 

Ifaiah   calleth  it;)  but  they  would  not  come,  faith  the 

text :  he  iterated  his  meffage,  but  they  carelefsly  negleft*- 

Matt.  xxii.  ing  it  (a]LtgXij(ravT6$)  went  away,  one  to  his  farm,  another  to 

'  *'  his  merchandtfe,  and  the  reji  took  hisfervants,  and  intreated 

Matt.xiii.  them  fpitefully,  and  flew  them.     The  fower  (our  Lord) 

^^»  ^®*       did  fow  in  the^W  (the  world)  the  good  feed  of  heavenly 

truth ;  but  fome  would  not  admit  it  into  their  heads  or 

hearts ;  from  others  temptation  bare  it  away ;  in  others 

worldly  cares  and  defires  choked  it ;  our  Lord  fpake  the 
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mbft  convincing  words,  fuch  as  no  man  ever  fpake,  fuch  SERM,« 
as  drew  publicans  and  harlots  into  the  kingdom  of  hea-   LXXI. 
ten;  he  perfooned  moft  aftonifliing  works,  fuch  as  never  johnvii.  ^ 
the  like  were  done,  which  were  fufficient  to  convert  Tyre*^-  ?^-  •2»  ^ 
and  Sidon,  yea  to  have  preferved  Sodom,  but  withojiit  ef-Matt/xxil 
fed;  fuch  were  the  invincible  obftinacy,  the  grofs  ft^pi-Johnviiai. 
dity,  the  corrupt  prejudices,  and  perverfe  aflFeftions  of  hisv.44.zii.43, 
auditors  and  fpe£lators,   upon  which  caufes  our  Lord  ^4^  ^  *^'*  - 
chargeth  the  inefficacy  and  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  his  endea-  ^^^^  ^."i* 
vours  for  their  falvation. .   So  doth  St.  Stephen  call  the  14] 
Jews,  unto  whom  the  Gofpel  was  oflFered,  hard-necked^ ««- Aasvii.si^i 
circumcifed  in  heart  and  ears;  fuch  as  did  always  rejift  /Ae**^"*  ^^* 
Holy  Spirit.    St.  Paul  gives  the  fame  charafter  of  them, 
and  affigns  the  fame  caufe  of  their  reje£l;ing  the  Gofpel. 
And   of  the  Jews  of  Antioch  it  is  faid,  that   they  did 
thrufi  away  the  word  of  falvation^  judging  themfelves  un^AQa  xiii, 
worthy  of  everlqfting  life^  (that  is,  difdaining  to  embrace*^' 
the  overture  of  everlafiing  life  made  unto  them.)     And, 
De/pife/i  thou  the  riches  of  God's  goodnefs,  and  forbear*  Rom,  u,  4^ 
mcey  and  long-fuffering ;  being  ignorant  that  tlie  good- 
ffefs  of  God  leadeth'ihee  to  repentance^  So  St.  Paul  expof- 
tulates  with  the  incredulous  Jew.    And,  Howj  faith  theHeb.ii.  a. 
Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  Jhall  we  efcape^  if  we  negleStfo 
great  falvation  ?  So  do  our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles  (late 
the  reafon  of  men's  mifcarrying  in  this  great  affair;  figni* 
fying  all  requifite  care  and  provifion  to  be  made  on  God's 
part  for  their  falvation  5   and  imputing  the  obftru£Uon 
folely  to  their  voluntary  default  of  compliance  with  God 
in  his  condud  and  management  thereof. 

Neither  are  the  dealings  and  declarations  of  God  to* 
ward  thofe  who  lived  under  the  Law  and  Prophets,  im- 
pertinent to  this  purpofe  3  they  are  applicable  upon  con-t 
fideration  of  parity  in  reafon,  or  likenefs  in  cafe. 

What  r^monftrances  concerning  the  gentlenefs,  kindr 
pe&,  and  equity  of  his  dealings,  what  exprobrations  of 
their  ftubbomnefs  and  ftupidity  God  did  anciently  make 
pa  Ifirael  under  th^t  particular  difpenfaUon,.{ which  yet  iq, 
leyndepcy  and  ia  reprefentation  may  be  deemed  general,) 
thp  fyxo^  he.  might  now  ufe  tqward  all  mankind,  i^ide^ 
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SERM.  this  univerfal  economy ^  wherein  God  hath  fpveti  to  his. 

^^^^'   Son,  the  heathen  for  his  inheritancey  and  the  utnio/i  parts 

Wal.  ii.  8.  of  the  earth  for  his  pojfejfion;  wliereby  all  the  kingdoms  of 

Rcf.  xi.      /^  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord,  and  his 

Chriji\  which  hath   erefted  an  unconfined  kingdom  of 

grace ;  to  which  all  men  in  defign  and  of  right  are  fub- 

je£k  \  in  refpe£t  to  which  every  nation  is  in  obligation  and 

Mu  V.  4.     duty  become  the  people  of  God.     What,  faid  God  to 

them,  could  I  have  done  more  to  my  vineyard  than  I  have 

done  f  Wherefore,  when  I  looked  for  grapes,  did  it  bring 

Hoi. xui. 9 forth  wild  grapes?  0  Ifrael,  thou  haft  defhroyed  thyfelfi 

Ifiu  izv.  9.  but  in  me  is  thy  help.     I  have  fpread  out  my  hands  all  the 

S"vH.'i3i^^  /ow^  to  a  rebellious  and  gainfaying  people.     IJpake 

unto  you  rifing  up  early  and  Jpeaking,  but  ye  heard  not;  I 

Prov.  i.  34,  called,  but  ye  anfwered  not ;  I  have  called,  and  ye  have  re* 

^*'  fifed  ;  /  have Jiretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded. 

But  ye  have  fet  at  nought  all  my  counfel,  and  would  wm 

Ifiulxv.  13.  of  my  reproof     When  I  called,  ye  did  not  arifwer;  when  I 

K^ck^'ii  3^®^^*  y^  ^^^  ^^^  hear;  but  did  evil  before  mine  eyes,  and 

Jer.  vi.  10.  did  choofe  that  wherein  I  delighted  not.    And,  Behold, 

their  ear  is  uncircumcifed,  and  they  cannot  hearken;  behold, 

the  word  of  the  Lord  is  unto  them  a  reproach,  they  have  no 

Zech.  ^ii.    delight  in  it.     They  refufed  to  hearken,  and  pulled  away 

^^'^^'       the  Jhoulder,  and  flopped  their  ears,  that  they  fhould  not 

hear ;  yea,  they  made  their  hearts  as  an  adamant  fione,  left 

they  fhould  hear  the  law,  which  the  Lord  of  hojis  hathfent 

in  his  Spirit.    Which  paflages,  with  many  others  of  the 

lifce  importance  that  occur,  do  imply  the  large  extent  of 

God's  merciful   intentions,  and   the  competency  of  the 

means,  which  God  affords  for  the  falvation  of  men  5  that 

he  wants  no  affeftion  or  inclination  to  fave  them ;  that  he 

negleAs  no  means  proper  for  effefiUng  it ;  that  he  draws 

them  into  the  way  leading  thither  by  ferious  and  eameft 

invitation,  direfts  them  by  needful  light  and  inftruftion, 

excites  them  by  powerful  arguments   and  perfuafionsj 

DePaiad.8.and  as  St.  Ambrofe  fpeaketh,  Quod  in  Deo  fuit,  oftendit 

omnibus,  quod  omnes  voluit  liberare:   God  fhewed  to  all, 

that  what  was  in  him,  he  did  will  to  deliver  {ot  fave)  all 

m&n.    Whence  he  may  truly  and  properly  be  called  the 
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Beneia&or  and  Saviour^  even  of  thofe,  who  by  their  wfl-  SERSt 
fill  xnalice  or  negle£t  do  not  obtain  falvation  ^.   For  in  re-  LXXI* 
fpeft  to  the  fame  favours,  which  are  exhibited  and  ten- 
dered to  them,  he  is  the  Sa^dour  of  thofe,  who  by  heark- 
emng  to  God's  caU,  and  complying  with  God's  deiign ; 
by  well  ufing  the  means  vouchfafed^  and  performing  the 
conditions  required,  do  finally  attain  falvation. 
-  If  it  be  faid,  that  thefe  tranfa£tions  do  refer  only  to 
God's  own  people,  or  to  thofe  only,  unto  whom  God 
pleafed  to  difpenfe  efpecial  revelations  of  truth  and  over-* 
tures  of  mercy  5  that  we  therefore  cannot  thence  infer 
any  thing  concerning  the  general  extent  of  God's  defign^ 
or  the  virtue  of  Chrift's  performances  in  refpeA  to  all 
mankind;  we  may  to  this  fuggeftion  rejoin,  that  by  ob- 
lerving  the  manner  of  God's  proceedings  toward  them^ 
unto  whom  he  openly  declareth  his  mind  and  will,  we 
may  reafonably  coUeft  how  he  ftandeth  afFefted  toward 
others,  and  by  what  rules,  or  upon  what  accounts,  he 
dealeth  with  them ;  taking  in  the  analogy  of  reafon,  and 
parity  or  difparity  of  the  cafe.    As  to  God's  affe6lion,  it 
k  the  lame  every  where,  agreeable  to  that  nature^  which 
inclineth  him  to  be  good  to  all,  and  merciful  over  all  Aiipfia.  ezhr* 
creatures,  as  the  Pfalmift  tells  us;  unto  which  difpofition^* 
his  providence  yields  atteftation;  for  bk  dfidgrvgov  af^xevAasziT. 
iflttiroy,  iya^onowVf  he  did  not  leave  him/elf  without  tefti^^^' 
fttoay,  doing  good  to  all,  as  St.  Paul  tells  us ;  although  he 
doth  not  difpenfe  his  favours  in  the  fame  method,  or  dif-^ 
cover  his  meaning  by  the  fame  light,  or  call  all  men  to  him 
with  the  fame  voice  and  language. 

.  ..Neither  was  mankind  ever  left  deftitute  of  that  divine 
grace,  which,  as  the  good  writer  de  Vbcatione  Gentium 
iaith,  never  denied  itfelfto  any  ages,  with  the  fame  virtue, 
in  different  meafure,  Uuith  an  unchangeable  counfel,  and 
piultiform  operation'^   So  in  one  place;  and  in  another^ 

.  i  Gratii  Dei  nullis  feculU  fe  negavit,  virtute  una,  quantiute  dwerJA,  con- 
cilio  incommutabili,  opere  multifbrmi.  ii.  ».  ; 
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SERM.  ^  There  was  always^  faith  hie,  di/penfed  to  all  men  dcertaH 
tXXI,    meafure  of  injlruiiion  from  ahove^  which,  although  it  came 
^^'    '       from  a  more  occult  andjparing  grace,  did  yetjuffice  iofome 
for  remedy^  to  all  for  tefiimony. 
;  Comparing  th^  different  ftates  of  men,  we  may  fubftp- 
tjite  with  St.  Paul  \  for  the  law  of  revelation  engraved 
upon  tables,  the  law  of  nature  written  in  men's  hearts; 
for  prophetical  in/iru&ions,  the  diSates  ofreqfon  ;  for  audi' 
hie  admonitions  and  reproofs,  fecret  whifpers  of  grace, 
and  checks  of  confcience ;  for  extraordinary  inftances  of 
A6bzhr.i7.  divine  power,  the  ordinary  works  of  the  creation,  {by 
y/hich  God*s  eternal  divinity  and  power  are  difcemible\) 
for  thefpecial  and  occafional.influences  of  providence^  the 
common  and  continual  expreflions  of  divine  beneficence; 
then  allowing  for  the  difparity  (as  to  meafure  of  evidence 
and  efficacy)  in  thefe  things ;  and  as  to  the  reft,  the  cafe 
is  the  fame.     If  one  part  hath  means  more  clear  and  for- 
cible, yet  thofe  which  are  granted  to  the  other  are  not 
Aai  zirii.    void  of  ufc  Or  virtue ;  by  them  all  men  in  {dl  places  may 
Kom.'u  isj^^  ^^^'  if  haply  they  may  feel  him  and  find  htm;  yea 
^0.  may,  as  St.  Paul  implieth,  be  able  to  know  God,  and  in-i^ 

i/al.'  '  duced  to  ferve  him;  to  thank  him,  and  to  glorify  him  in 
fome  meafure ;  in  a  meafure  anfwerable  to  fuch  light  and 
ftrength ;  no  more  doth  God  require,  for  no  more  will  he 
•  reckon  with  them.  If  their  helps  be  deemed  more  low 
and  fcanty,  their  duty  in  proportion  is  lefs  high,  and  their 
account  will  be  more  eafy.  Enough  certainly  they  have 
to  excufe  God  from  mifprifion  of  not  having  provided 
Rom.  i.  ao.  competently  for  them,  to  render  them,  if  they  do  not  well 
ufe  and  improve  it,  inexcufable ;  and  what  they  have  is  an 
effeft  of  God's  mercy  procured  and  purchafed  by  their 
Saviour.     But  of  this  point  we  may  have  occafion  after-^ 

^  Adhibita  eft  femper  univeriis  hominibus  quaedam  fupema  menfura  doc- 
trins,  qu»  et(i  occultioris  parciorifque  gpratiae  fuit,  fuflfecit  tamen  quibufdam 
ad  remedium,  omnibus  ad  teftimonium.  ii.  1 5. 

1  Rom.  ii.  14,  15. 

— -NuUi  narioni  hominum  bonitatis  fu»  dona  fubtraxit,  ut  prophetical  vt)h> 
CCS  et  prsc^ta  legalia  convincerentur  in  elementorum  obfequii^.  et  teftimiv 
nils  acccpiffc.  De  Foe,  G,  i.  5,    Rom.  i.  19. 
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iJ^ard  to  fay  ittore;  I  fliall  now  only'  add,  that  this  fug*  SERM. 
geftion,  well  confidered,  may  afford  another  argument  to  >*XXL. 
confirm  .our  do&rine ;  which  is  this. 
-  10.  If  our  Lord  be  the  Saviour  of  all  thofe  to  whom 
.God's  truth  is  declared,  and  his  mercy  offered;  or,  if  he 
be  the  Saviour  of  all  the  members  of  the  vifible  Church ; 
particularly  if  be  be  the  Saviour  of  thofe,  who  among 
thefe,  rejecting  the  overtures  and  means  of  grace,  or  by 
tliibbedience  abufing  them,  {hall  in  the  event  fail  of  being 
laved,  then  is  he  the  Saviour  of  all  men.  But  01&  Lord  is 
the  Saviour  of  thofe  perfons;  and  therefore  he  is  the  Sa^ 
piour  of  all  men.  The  ajfumpiton  we  aflayed  to  fhew  in 
the  laft  argument ;  and  many  exprefs  teftimonies  of  Scrip- 
ture before  mentioned  eftabliffa  it ;  the  common  ftyle  of 
^Scripture  doth  imply  it,  when  in  the  apoftolical  writings 
to  all  the  vifibly  faithful  indifferently  the  relation  to  Chrift 
■as  their  Saviour  is  afligned,  an  intereft  in  all  his  faving 
:performances  is.fuppofed,  the  title  of  (rco^oftsvoi  and  (rsa-oKr- 
•fii)foi  (with  Others  equivalent,  of  jti/iifiedy  fan&ijied^  rege^ 
,nerated,  quickened.  See.)  are  attributed.  And  in  our  text 
God  is  fiiid  to  be  the  Saviour  chiefly  twv  «rirc5v,  of  the 
faiihfiil;.  which  word  in  its  common  acception  denotes 
all  vifible  members  of  the  Chriflian  comnlunion.  And  for 
its  confirmation  we  adjoin ;  the  Apoftles  at  firft,  and  the 
Church  ever  fince  after  them  (except  fome  heterodox 
.people  of  late)  have  profeffed  readily  to  confer  holy  bap- 
tifboy  and  therein  to  difpenfe  remiflion  of  fins,  together 
.with  other  evangelical  graces  and  privileges,  to  every 
man  projFefiing  his  faith  in  Chrift,  and  refolution  to  ob- 
ferve  Chrift' s  law,  upon  this  fuppofition,  that  Chrift  is  the 
,  Saviour  of  all  fuch  perfons,  and  by  his  falutary  paffion 
hath  purchafed  that  remiflion  for  them;  although  the 
difpenfers  of  thefe  graces  could  not  difcem  what  decrees 
God  in  his  fecret  providence  had  paffed  upon  them,  or 
what  the  event  fliould  be  as  to  their  final  ftate;  yea  al- 
though according  to  the  judgment  of  prudence  they  could 
.QOt  but  conceive^  that  all  fuch  fliould  not  be  faved,  but 
that  many  of  them  fliould  be  of  thofe,  who  (as  the  Apoftle 
to  the  Hebrews  fpeaketh)  would  draw  lack  unto  perdition,  "cb.  x,  39. 
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8ERM.  ^^^  (^  ^^'  Peter  implies  fome  might  and  would  do) 
LXXI.  would  forget  the  purgation,  vdiich  they  bad  received  of 
"""""""■""  their  fins.  That  in  thus  doing  the  Church  proceeds  upon 
a  perfuafion  that  Chrift  is  truly  the  Saviour  of  all  its  vifi- 
ble  members,  duly  admitted  and  incorporated  thereinto^ 
the  thing  itfelf  plainly  fignifies ;  the  tenor  of  its  praftice 
makes  palpable;  the  forms  of  fpeech  ufed  in  its  holy  ad- 
miniftrations  (of  prayers,  of  facraments,  of  exhortations) 
do  fuppofe  or  exprefs.  For  how  can  eack  member  Saof^j 
be  aflerted  in  holy  baptifm  to  be  wafhed  from  his  fins,  and 
fan&ified  to  God,  and  made  regenerate  or  adc^tod  into 
the  number  of  God's  children,  and  made  partaker  of 
Chrift*s  death )  How  can  thankfgiving  -in  the  conunon 
name,  in  moft  general  terms,  be  offered  ixp  for  Cfarift's 
iaving  performances  ?  or  the  holy  bread  and  ci:^  be  im* 
parted  to  each  communicant  as  fymbols  and  pledges  of 
-Ghrifi's  charity  and  mercy  toward  him?  How  can  ^eiy 
Chriftian  be  inftigated  to  obedience  in  gratitude  to  Cliitt ; 
and  thofe  who  tranfgrefs  Chrift's  laws,  upbnuded  for  dim 
angraditude  toward  him;  their  rejeAiag^  cnr  reneunang, 
defpifing,  or  abufing  him  and  his  fahration?  How  can 
fuch  things  be  faid  and  done  with  any  truth  cht  oon^ 
fiftency ;  yea  without  forgery  and  mockery,  if  every  bap- 
tized Chriftian  hath  not  an  intereii  in  our  Lord^s  per^ 
formances ;  if  Chrift  be  the  Saviour  only  of  an  uincertain 
and  unknown  part  in  the  Church  ?  This,  confideration  of 
the  Church's  practice  hath  made  even  the  moft  vehement 
affertors  of  St,  Auftin*s  doftrine,  (ftrained  to  the  higheft 
pitch,)  in  the  more  ancient  and  modefi  times,  fully  to 
acknowledge  this  pofition ;  that  Chrift  is  the  Redeenoer  rf 
«very  member  of  the  vifible  Church,  as  appears  by  this 
Anno  9bb.  remarkable  decree  of  the  Council  of  Valentia  in  France, 
(confifting  of  the  biftiops  of  three  provinces,  fevourers  of 
Godfcalcus^s  ofnnions.)  ™  W%  alfo  do  believe  it  fnefi^firmly 
io  be  heldy  that  all  the  multitude  of  the  faithjkdy  being  re* 
generated  by  tuater  and  the  H^  Spirit^  and  hereby  truly 
incorporated  into  the  Church,  and  according  to  the  apafto^ 

"^Itcm  firmHIime  tenendum  crodimas;  &c.  fuj^nu 
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Iktd  da&rine  Iraptized  into  the  death  af  Chrijl,  is  ^ly  his  SERM. 
blood  wajhedfrom  their  Jens.  Becaufe  there  could  be  no  ^^^L 
ine  ffqgeneration,  unkft  there  were  m^e  alfo  a  true  re- 
^dempidoii;  finoe  in  the  factamenlts  of  the  Ghurdl  there  is 
nidthing  enipty^  >(or  vain,)  iioithing  ludificatory ;  but  all 
ifaoroaghly  true^  idnd  fupported  by  its  own  v^ry  truth 
«nd  finoentjr*  Yet  that  out  of  the  Very  company  of 
believerB  and  the  redeemed,  fome  are  ^emally  faved, 
bepauie  by  Gdd's  grace  they  faithfully  abide  in  thdbr 
redemption,  bearing  the  Lotd's  fpeech  in  their  hearts. 
He  that  perfeveres  to  the  end  JhaU  be  faved ;  and  that 
others,  becaufe  they  would  not  abide  in  the  ialvaticm  of 
the  faith,  which  they, at  firtt  teceived,  and  did  rather 
choofe  to  fruftrate  the  grace  of  redemption  by  evil  doc- 
trine or  life,  than  to  keep  it,  do  nowife  arrive  to  the  ple- 
mtude  of  falvation,  and  to  the  perception  of  eternal  beati- 
tude. It  is  then  a  catholic  and  true  do£trine,  that  at  leaft 
Chrift  is  a  Saviour  of  all  appearing  Chrifiians  ;  and  fup- 
pofing  the  truth  thereof,  I  fay  that  by  confequence  he  is 
alfb  the  Saviour  of  all  men.  For  it  appeareth  thence,  that 
the  defign  of  our  .Saviour's  performances  did  not  flow 
firom,  or  was  not  grounded  upon  any  fpecial  love,  or  any 
abfolute  decree  concerning  thofe  perfons  who  in  event 
ihall  be  laved ;  (ince  according  to  that  fuppofition  it  ex- 
tendeth  to  many  others  5  wherefore  it  proceeded  from 
God's  natural  goodnefs,  and  common  kind  affe^on  to- 
ward mankind  $  from  the  compaflion  of  a  gracious  Cre- 
ator toward  his  miferable  creature,  whence  all  men  are 
concerned  and  interefted  therein.  Why  God's  merciful 
intentions  were  not  explicitly  declared  and  propounded  to 
Socrates  and  Epi&etus,  as  they  were  to  Judas  Ifcariot 
and  Simon  Magus,  is  another  queflion,  which  we  may 
afterward  in  fbme  manner  aAfl ;  at  prefent,  it  fuffices  to 
fey,  that  the  overture  of  niercy  made  to  fuch  wretches 
doth  argue  Grod's  kind  difpofition  and  good  intention  to- 
ward all  men;  fo  it  did  in  St.  Ambrofe's  opinion;  who 
feyiy  that  our  Lord  ought  not  to  pafs  by  the  man  who 
(boidd  betray  him,  that  all  men  might  take  notice^  that  in 
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'SERM.  ^^^  choice  even  of  his  traitor^  he  did  hold  forth  a  pledge 
tfXXI.  or  mark  of  all  men's  being  to  be  laved «*• 

■"""""^  But  the  truth  of  this  do£bine  will  farther  appear  by  the 
declaration  and  furveyal  of  thofe  refpe^  according  to 
which  Chrift  is  reprefented  the  Saviour  of  men,  as  alfo  bj 
confidering  how  ufeful  and  conducible  to  piety  this  doc- 
trine is,  as  miniftering  grounds  and  obligations,  encou- 
ragements and  motives  to  ihe  prance  of  moft  confider- 
able  duties  required  from  all  men.  Sut  thefe  things  mufi 
be  referved  to  another  occafion. 

"  Et  idco  nee  proditurum  debuit  praeterire,  iit  adreherent  omiiesy  quod  in 
eleaione  etiam  proditoris  fui  fervandonim  omnium  infigae  pnetendit,  Amh. 
dt  Parud.  8.  * 


SERMON    LXXIL 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF  UNIVERSAL  REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED  AND  EXPLAINED. 


.   I  Tim.  iv.  lo- 

The  living  God;  who  is  the  Saviour  of  att  men^ 
efpecially  of  thoje  that  believe, 

XHAT  our  Lord  Jefus  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men^  we  SERM. 
have  before  from  plain  teftimonies  of  holy  Scripture,  and  LXXII. 
from  fonie  arguments  grounded  there,  aflayed  to  (hew. 
The.  feme  will  be  made  farther  apparent  by  confidering 
the  refpe6k8  according  to  which  he  is  fuch;  isind  thofe  we 
may  firft  confider  generally  and  in  the  grofs,  then  furvey 
them  more  p&rticularly  and  diftinftly. 

In  general  we  may  fay,  that  our  Lord  is  the  Saviour  of 
all  men,  for  that  he  hath  rendered  all  men  falvabileSy  cb,- 
pable  of  felvation ;  and  falvandosy  defigned  to  falvation. 
For  that  he  hath  removed  all  obftades  peremptorily  de-^ 
barring  men  from  aocefs  to  falvation,  and  hath  procured 
competent  furtherances  to  their  attainment  of  it.  For 
that  he  hath  refcued  mankind  out  of  that  dead  and  de-^ 
fperate  condition,  wherein  it  lay  involved ;  being  the  bread  John  yi.  ad. 
if  Gody  who  hath  defcended  from  heaven^  that  he  might 
give  life  to  the  worlds  as  he  faith  of  himfelf.  For  that  he 
hath  performed- whatever  on  his  part  is  necefTary  or  fit  in  '    4 

order  to  falvation,  antecedently  to  the  acceptance  and  ^  J 

compliance  with  thofe  reafonable  conditions,  which  by  i 

God^s.wifdom  are  required  toward  the  inflating,  mqi  into 
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SERM.  a  full  and  immediate  right  to  falvation^  or  to  a  complete 
LXXIl.  and  aftual  fruition  thereof.     He  made  the  way  to  happi- 
Lukc  iii.  5.  nefs  plain  and  paflable ;  levelling  the  infuperable  cliffs,  and 
filling  up  the  cbafms,  and  rcAifying  the  obliqiuties,  and 
fmoothing  the  afperities  thereof,  as  the  Prophet  foretold  j 
fo  that  all  men,  who  would,  might  conveniently  walk 
Luke  iv.  1 8.  therein.    *  He  fet  the  doors  of  paradife  wde  open,  fo  that 
fi^'il^   who  pleafed  might  enter  in  5  all  the  bonds  and  reftraints 
''*--•        under  which  men  lay,  he  ib.  far  I0OM9  that  aoy  man 
might  be  firee,  who  would  Qoncur  ta  hi^  owq  liberty  and 
enlargement.    All  the  protection,  aid,  and  encouragement 
which  was  needful  toward  obt^dning  (alvation,  he  afforded 
and  exhibited  to  every  one,  that  would  embrace  and  make 
ufe  of  them.     In  refpe£i  to  which  performances  he  might 
be  juftly  efieemed  and  truly  called  a  Saviour j  although  all 
men  dp  not  in  e0e£i  become  faved.    For  the  eftiination  and 
denomination  of  performances  are  to  be  grounded  upon 
their  own  nature  and  deiign,  not  upon  events  depen^g 
upon  the  contingent  and  arbitrary  behaviour  of  meiv    As 
he  that  freely  offers  a  rich  boon  is  no  lefs  tp  be.acoouoteda 
benefa6lor  and  liberal,  although  his  g£t  be  refiifed,  tlwi  if 
it  were  accepted ;  as  he  that  opens  the  prifon  is  to  be^  ItyMi 
a  deliverer,  although  the  captive  will  not  go  forth  ;  as  he 
that  minifters  an  effectual  remedy,  although  the  patient  will 
not  ufe  it,  deferves  the  honour  and  thanks  due  to  a  phyfi- 
cian ;  fo  is  our  Lord  in  regard  to  what  he  hath  perfom^ed 
for  men,  and  offered  to  them,  (being  fufficiient  to  prevent 
their  mifery,  and  promote  their  faa{>pinefs,)  to  be  worthily 
deemed,  and  thankfully  acknowledged^  their  Saviour,  al- 
though not  all  men,  yea  although  not  one  maa  fhould  re- 
Afts  xvi.     ceive  the  defigned  benefit.     Accordingly  we  may  obfcrve, 
K«7a77(X.  that  in  the  Scripture- ftyle,  thofe  per&ia3  are  faid  ta  be 
A4ir<v  «5^  faved,  whp  are  only  in  a  way  toward  ialvation,  although 
1  Cor.  i.  18.  they  do  not  arrive  thither ;  and  the  means  conducing  to 
R^  wt^'  ^^^^tion  are  laid  to  fave,  although  their  eflfefl:  may  be 
24.  defeated ;  iyoo^Qfjuevoi  and  <r8<roo<r^iyQi  are  terms  applied  to  all 

^^;J|jf  ^  Chriftians,  and  Chrift  is  6  cracraf,  he  that;  hath  faved  them; 
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taidjaith  is  faid  to  hayefaved  ihem,  although  lome  o£  SJSRML 
them  tlxTJ  eirttft»fl-«y,  have  believed  m  vairij  ox  to  no  efie&j^  TiXalU 
feriaking  and  renouncing  their  faith;  and  hapiifm  favesi  Cor.xy. 
them  who  partake  it,  although  being  waih6d,  they  retura^j^^  yj^  ^^ 
to  their  wallowing  in  the  mire.    And  as  our  Lord  is  1  Pet.  Hi. 
fi>  termed  a  Saviour  in  refpeA  to  them,  who  are,  by  :fsutht<|  pet.  ii. 
•ad  admiffion  into  the  Church,  put  into  a  more  near  ca^  ^^* 
paeity  offalvation,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaketh  :  lyyvrt^oy  %mov  % 
vmnifklmy  %  Iht  hrtsvjfrafuWf  {Now  is  our  falvation  nearer  /Aon, Rom.  zUU 
when  we  leUeved  ;)  fo  is  he  in  refped:  of  all  thofe,  who  are. ' ^* 
in  any  capacity  thereof^  although  a  more  remote  one. 

But  let  us  now  view  more  nearly  and  difiindly  the  re- 
%ie£i8  in  which  he  is  a  Saviour  of  aU  men,  or  the  particular 
boiefits  and  advantages  conducing  to  falvaUon,  which  by 
hi»  performances  accrue  to  mankind ;  for  m^voXv  r^i^Clem^Alez* 
emfnftim  ifaroo^  ^aplfyrm.  rjf  oaf^fwifirrfny.  In  very,  manf/  wt^ifA  ^^'  V^* 
be  befioweih  Jidvation  upon  all  mankind,  as  Clemena 
Alexaaidrinua  %eaks4 

I.  Our  Lord  is  the  Saviour  of  all  meuj  as  having  efie^- 
^  that  Almighty  God  (who  upon  great  provocations  was; 
juftly  di^deaied  and  angry  with  many,  who  had  averted  hi» 
face,  and  withdrawn  his  favour  from  mankind>  whom  oup 
apoftafy  and  rebellion  had  rendered  a  ftranger  and  aft 
enemy  to  us)  hath  depoli»d  his  wrath  toward  mankind^ 
hatb  conceived  a  kind  aiffe^on  to  it,  dotb  caft  a  favouiH 
able  afped:  upon  it;  being  thoroughly  reconciled  andl 
made  a  friend  thereto  by  our  Saviour's  mediatiQQw    This  Matt.  Hi. 
is  my  beloved  Son^  h^  wl^xvfira,   in  whom  I  kave  ieen.^^'^"'^** 
well  pletifeiy  was  the  atteftation  ^ven  from  God  to  Qur 
Lord;  the  meaning  whereof  in  regard  to  men,  th«i  holy 
choir  of  angels  did  interpret,  whea  after  the  glad&me. 
report  of  his  birtfay  (that  greaJt  joy,  which Jktmld  be.  ti^  otfLukeii.  10, 
people,)  they  fang,  Qkry  be  to  God  on  kigh^  on^  earth  peaces  ^^* 
goodmwill  toward  men.    Which  St.  PauLfiEUlher  ded^reti^ 
when,  he  faith,  that  by  him  su^oxiici,  God  pleaied  to>  racon^Coi.  i.  ao. 
cile  mita  himfelf  all-  things,  upon  earth,  and^  in:  heaven j^^^*  *'  ^^* 
aadwhen'be  Mth^  Thai  God  was  in  Chrift,  reconetUng  tih$ aCor.v.ig. 
world  unto  hknfelf,  no/  imputing  theinjms^  And,  When  we  Rom.  ▼.  io» 
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SERM.  tt'erc  enemies j  fiuth  he  again,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by 
LXX1I.  the  death  of  his  Son :  When  we  were  enemies^  that  implies 
God  antecedently  to  any  man's  converfion  to  have  been 
appeafed,   and  become  favourably  difpofed   toward  all 
men,  or  toward  thofe  whom  St.  Paul  fpeaketh  unto^  as 
men ;  fo  the  reafon  of  the  cafe  doth  import,  and  fo  the 
analogy  which   St.    Paul    immediately  after  propounds^ 
between  the  refults  of  Adam's  tranfgreflion  and  our  Sa- 
viour's obedience  (as  to  provocation  and  reconciliation,  to 
condemnation  and  abfolution,  to  the  intents  of  bringing 
death  and  life  upon  all  men)  doth  enforce.     Whence  it  is, 
that  God  declareth  himfelf  now  to  bear  an  univerial  good- 
will to  mankind,  that  he  doth  eameftly  defire  the  welfEue 
of  all  men,  and  is  difpleafed  with  the  ruin  of  any  man ; 
1  Tim.ii.    that  he  would  have  all  men  to  lefavedy  and  to  come  to  the 
a  Pet.  \\\.9,h!f^^^^S^  ^f  ^^^  truth,  becaufe  there  is  one  Mediator  be^ 
Heb.vi.i6«/«^^^  God  and  man;  that  he  would  not  have  any  peri^, 
**•  but  that  alljhould  come  to  repentance  ;  this  he  affirms,  yea 

(for  the  confirmation  of  our  faith  and   our  confolation 
Ezck.        therein)  he  in  the  Evangelical  Prophet  fwears  it,  As  I  live,' 
'  faith  the  Lord,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  the 
wicked ;  hut  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live. 
So  far  toward  our  falvation  is  done,  God  meets  us  half 
way ;  he  is  reconciled  unto  us,  it  remains  only  that  we 
be  reconciled  to  him ;  that  we  hearken  to  the  embafly 
5  Cor.  V.  20.  from  him  :  Be  reconciled  to  God. 

2.  Jefus  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  by  fatisfying  the 
divine  juftice,  and  repairing  God's  honour  in  their  behalf. 
The  difloyal  and  ingrateful  behaviour  of  man  had  fo 
wronged,  fo  endamaged,  fo  difhonoured  God,  (had  fo 
abufed  the  goodnefs,  difparaged  the  wifdom,  (lighted!  the 
power,  impeached  and  flurred  the  authority  of  his  Crea- 
tor, had  fo  prejudiced  all  the  rights  and  interefts  of  God,) 
that  by  the  divine  wifdom  it  was  thought  fit,  that  he 
fhould  not  be  reftored  into  a  capacity  of  mercy  and  favour, 
without  a  fignal  compenfation  made,  and  an  exemplary 
pimifliment  undergone,  whereby  the  right  of  God  fhoidd 
confpicuoufly  be  afferted,  his  love  of  goodnefs  and  diilike 
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of  wickedneft  ihould  be  remarkably  demonftrated^,  and  SERM< 
every  creature  in  heaven  and  earth  fhould  be  folemnly  ^i^^* 
admoniflied  of  its  duty ;  of  the  reverence  and  obedience 
it  owes  to  the  great  Creator,  of  the  heinous  guilt  and 
horrible  mifchief  it  incurs   by  offending  him.     Such  a 
cbmpeniation  man  was  nowife  able  to  make,  or  fit  to 
undergo  fuch  a  puniihment :  our  Saviour  therefore,  out  of 
infinite  pity  and  charity,  did  undertake  both<^  5   by  a  Phil.  ii.  7. 
voluntary  condefceniion  putting  himfelf  into  the  low  and 
"weak  (late  of  man ;  fubjeAing  himfelf  unto  that  law     • 
which  man  was  obliged  unto,  and  fuflering  the  pains 
which  nuin'faad  deferved.     This  he  was  pleafed  to  do  in 
iiuui^s  behalf,  and  in  our  dead ;  and  God  was  pleafed  to 
accept  it  as  fo  done.    <^His  incarnation  (or  exinanition  of 
himfelf,  as  St.  Paul  calleth  it)  was  an  aft  of  that  high  duty. 
and  goodnefs,  that  it  in  virtue  furpafTed  all  the  obedience^ 
which  all  creatures  were  able  to  render;  that  it  yielded 
God  more  fatisfad:ion  and  more  honour  than  the  joint 
endeavours  of  all  the  world  could  confer.     His  with  fo  y^c  CyriU; 
int^de  charity  and  cheerfulnefs  fulfilling  all  righteoufnefs  ^coiX  «. 
did  far  more  pleafe  God,  than  all  our  moft  exa<^  obedience  '^3;  ^"/  • 
could  have  done ;  his  enduring  bitter  pains  and  difgraced^»jsl^2i«ftfi 
(bonfidering  the  infinite  dignity  of  his  perfon,  his  ne4r"*»**^* 
relation  and  deamefs  to  God,  his  peifed:  innocence  and 
re&itude,  yea  his  immenfe  charity,  contentednefs,  and 
patience)  more  than  coimtervailed  the  puniihment  due  to 
the  fins  of  all  men.    Such  a  payment  was  more  than 
ferved  to  difcharge  all  our  debts,  (it  ferved  to  purchafe  an 
overplus  of  graces  and  bleffings ;)  fo  rich  a  price  was  more  Eph.  v.  a. 
than  fttffident  to  ranfom  all  the  world  from  captivity ;  fo  Heb.  z.  10. 
goodly,  fo  pure,  fo  Iweet,  fo  precious  a  facrifice  might**'  ^** 
wortldly  expiate  and  atone  all  the  guilts  of  men.  ^  ^^^  >•  *^' 

AtkatL  in-ArUn,  Orat,  iv.  48S. 

Ckry/,  imjohan.  i.  U. 

(|.  An  |y,4^j,f  itm^ywim  riS  tttni^  ^tmrfi^  kvrftv  ttmi  itifUufi  trm^s  trnm^im 
yty^Hf,     AthoH,  ai  Adelph,  Ep, 
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SERM.      Now  if  we  inquire  what  our  Saviour  did  redeem,  th« 

LXXII.  coniideration  of  what  he  paid  may,  as  St.  Auflia  tetts^, 

Aus-inPf.  '^^^P  ^®  inform  us ;  Qtusriiis  quid  emerit  f  Videte  quidi^dg* 

xcf.  derity  et  invenite  quid  emerit.    Do  ye  Jeek,  faith  h^  what 

he  bought  P  See  what  he  gave,  and  find  what  he  bought. 

However,  that  as  the  value  and  fufliciency  of  our  Lord's 

performances,  fo  the  defign  and  eifefk  thereof  did  reach  fo 

fiar  in  regard  to  man ;  that  his  charity  was  no  lefs  exten- 

five  than  his  performance  was  complete,  for  our  good,  the 

John  i.  ag.  holy  Scripture  teaches  us.    For,  He  is.  the  Lamb  of  God 

that  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the  worid,  fiuth  the  Biqptift. 

JohnTi.  51.  And,  The  bread,  faith  he,  which  I  gave  is  myfi^/k^  which  I 

1  John  ii.  3.  will  give  for  the  life  of  the  world.    And,  He  Hsm  prapkiag' 

tion,  faith  St,  John,  for  our  fins;  and  not  only  fwt  em 

1  Tim.  ii.  ^/{ftj,  but  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world*    And^  He  is  the 

^*  mediator  of  God  and  manj  who  gave  himfelf  {avrikuTpw  mjp 

wAfvmf)  a  ranfom,  in  the  (lead,  axtd  for  all  men,  faith  St 

Heb.  ii.g.  Paul.    And,   He  tajied  death  for  every  one,   faith   the 

John  zi.50.  author  to  tlie  Hebrews.    And,  He  was  that  one  Man, 

m?^!;!^    who,  as  it  was  expedient,  did  die  for  the  whole  Tuition  of 

9  Cor.  ▼.  19.  men.  And,  God  was  in  him,  reconciling  the  world  to  him* 

JobftlU.  M'felfy  not  imputing  their  fins.  And,  He  came  into  the  world, 

not  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world  might  by  him 

Kom,Y»  IS.  be  faved,  (or  freed  from  condemnation.)     And,  As  by  the 

offence  of  one  man  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemn 

nation,  fo  by  the  righteotifnefs  of  one,  mercy  came  upon  all 

to  ju/iificatio?i  of  life.    The  end  we  fee  of  our  Saviour's 

performances  was,  that  he  might  wipe  off  the  gmlt  of  fin 

from  all  mankind^,  that  he  might  reverfe  the  condemnatioQ 

palled  thereupon,  and  that  he  might  remove  the  punifti- 

ment  due  thereto ;  or,  that,  abfolving  the  firft  man's  fin, 

he  might  take  it  away  from  the  whole  race,  as  St. 

Athanafius  fpeaks. 

Rom.  iii.  •     All  men  have  finned,  and  come  Jhort  (or  are  deftilute)  o/* 

^^'  **•       the  glory  of  God ;  being  jiiftified  freely  by  his  grace,  by  the 

^Mv  fMV0ynmf,  i  v^rtfairo^f^trKMv,  &c.     Cyrlll,  Cat.  14). 

'  "Im  iiH<Nr  XMvy  rjfv  a/ta^riw,  anti-  ^rrnvrif   tturh*  &^^  r§u  yitmt,     Atkan» 
inpajf. 
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redemption  thai  is  in  Chri/i  Jefus.   Chrijlhath  redeemed  us  SERM. 
fnnn  the  cu/rfe  of  the  low,  being  made  a  curfo  for  m.     He  LXXII. 
iff  as  born  under  the  law,  thai  he  might  redeem  thoje  which  q^  jy^  j  ^^ 
uuere  under  the  law.    He  thai  knew  no  fin  was  made  fin^  '»v- *• 
(was  punifli^  and  dealt  with  as  a  finixer,)  tliat  we  might  ^n, 
be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him,  (that  we  might 
be.  capable  of  being  elleemed  and  dealt  with  as  righteous 
\yf  God  upon  his  account.)     So  that  the  refult  \&y  divine 
juftice^  being  fuUy  fatisfied^  and  the  honour  of  God  fully 
repaired,  (in  regard  to  all  fins  pad  and  future,)  the  mouth 
of  vengeance  being  fiof^ed,  the  claims  of  death  and  hell 
bwig  evacuated,  that  general  fentence  of  condemnation 
(pafled.  lipoa  all  the  fons  of  Adam)  is  fufpended>  death' 
ceafest  to  reigii  by  any  juft  power,  or  inevitable  heceffity ; 
(it  i^>a$  St.  Pa\il  faith,  aboliflied  or  abrogated  as:  to  any  a  Tim.  i. 
hiwftil  right,  or  neceflary  force  it  hath;)  the  rigour  andQ^  ...  ^^ 
feverity  of  that  law,  which  upon  pain  of  death  exadietb  i^* 
moft  punctual  obedience,  (and  which  confequently  doth   ^°^  *'  ** 
eaq^fe  aU  men  to  unavoidable  condemnation,)  is  tem^ 
pered  and  aba]^,  a  foundation  is  laid  for  the  {hewing 
ms^jy  and  granting  pardon.     In  refpe£t  whereto, 

3«  Otir  Lord  is  the  Saxfiom  ofaU  men,  as  having  in  the 
behalf  of  mankind  tranfaded  and  ratified  a  new  covenant, 
very  neceflary  for,  and  very  conducible  to,  the  falvation  of 
naankiad.;  whereby  falvation  is  made  attainable,  and  is 
reaUy  tendered  unto  ally  upoa  fisafible  and  equal  con* 
diUonSii.  According  to  the  purport  whereof  upon  any 
mtan  (however  fbined  or  loaded  with  the  guilt  of  moft 
heinous,  tmnfgpefliom)  his  embracing  die  overturea  theve- 
of^  c^nfenting  to^  and  complying  with  the  terms  pvo>- 
pontided  therein,  that  is>  fincesely  beHevii^,  and  feriouAy 
vepeptiog;  returmng  to  God  with  hearty  defires  and 
eameflj  re&lutkms  to  ferve  him;  God  is  ready  to  ^fpenfe 
meircy  asd  pardon>  aad.  immediately  receiveth  the  perfon 
into  grace  and  favour  with  him  ;  yea,  the  man  continuing 
to  perform  a  futhful,  thou^  imperfect,  obedience^  an 
obe^ence  fuitable  to  man's  natural  infirmity  and  frailly, 
and  proportionable  to  the  aififtanc^s  affotd^.  Um;  God 
fiurther  promifeth  to  beftow  ineftimable  bleilings  and  re- 
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SERM.  wards  of  joy  and  haf^inefs.     That  covenant  which  the 

LXXII.  prophets  implied  of  old,  when  (befide  and  beyond  what 

lik. i.  16.    the  Jewifli  law  did  import)  they  preached  thus:  Wajh 

you,  make  you  clean,  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings, 

Ujui.  18.     ceqfe  to  do  evil — though  yourjins  be  asjcarlet,  they  JhaU 

be  as  white  as/now;  though  they  be  red  as  crimfon,  they 

lia.  Iv.  7*  JhaU  be  as  wooL     And,  Let  the  wicked  man  forfake  his 

way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him 

return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  wUl  have  mercy  upon  him, 

Ezek.zv«Laiu2  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.     And,  If 

*^'  the  wicked  man  will  turn  from  all  his  fins  that  he  hath 

committed,  and  keep  all  my  Jlatutes,  and  do  that  wUek 

is 'lawful  and  right,  he  JhaU  furely  live,  he  JhaU  not  die, 

(fo  Grod  in  Ilaiah  and  Ezekiel  declareth  his  intenticm  to 

proceed  with  men,  avowing  that  way  of  his  to  be  mdft 

equal  and  fair.)     This  is  that  covenant  which  our  Lord 

commanded  his  Apoftles  to  declare  and  propound  to  all 

MukxrL  mankind;.  Go  ye,  faid  he  to  them,  into  the  whole  world, 

and  preach  the  Gojpel  to  every  creature;    that  Gofpel  ac- 

Lukezxiv.  cording  to  which,  as  it  is  exprefled  in  St.  Luke,  repent- 

once  and  remiffion  of  fins  ought  to  be  preached  in  his  name  to 

aU  nations,  beginning  at  Jerufalem;  in  refpe£k  to  which,  St. 

Ads  ¥.31.  Peter  fays,  that  God  hath  exalted  our  Lord  to  be  a  Prince 

and  a  Saviour,  to  grant  repentance  to  Ifrael,  and  remiffion 

qffns;  (to  grant  repentance,  that  is,  as  the  Apoftle  to 

the  Hebrews  and  Clemens  Romanus  fpeak,  fji^Tuvolag  rewrov, 

room  for  repentance,  or  capacity  to  receive  pardcm  upon 

Phil.  iv.  3.  repentance ;  concerning  which   covenant  that  Clemens, 

(the  fellow-labourer  of  St.   Paul,  and   whom  Clemens 

QKVfMuria.   Alcxandruius  calleth  an  Apoftle,)  in  that  excellent,  admi- 

^^^^^'       rable,  and  almoft  canonical  Epiftle  to   the  Corinthiansj 

which,  as  Eufebius  and  Jerome  tell  us,  was  anciently 

•Bv  Tktim  publicly  read  in  moft  Churches,  hath  thefe  remarkably 

Eufeb.        full  and  clear  expreffions ;  sLetus,{3ithhe,lookJieadfq/ily 

i  'AriviVw^iy  tig  TO  ecJfMt  rav  X^tfou,  xat  T^Mfttv  aif  In  rifiiov  Ttf  0f^  eufita  aih- 
reu,  ort  ita  rtiv  ^fiuri^xv  ff&trti^ioiv  fx;^vd-«y,  ^xvrt  rtf  xctr/btM  f/travoias  X'^* 
virnHyMv,  *Arivi9ufAiv  tig  ytvtks  "areiffecs,  tceii  xetretfitdS-t^fuv  on  iv  y%ne^  xai 
yin^'fAi'rwcien  tirovth^Mv  0  itnrirns  tms  ^nXofAtvots  irtr^ei^tivat  W  ttvrov,  Chm\ 
ad  Corinth, 
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upon  the  llood  ofCkrifi^  and  let  uafee  how  precious  to  God  SERM. 
bis  llood  isy  which  being  Jhed  for  our  falvation,  did  bring  X«XXII. 
the  grace  of  repentance  to  the  whole  world.    Let  us  atten^ 
tively  regard  all  ages,  and  obferve  that  in  every  generatioii 
the  Lord  granted  place  of  repentance  to  them  who  would 
turn  unto  him.    This  is  that  new  and  better  covenant,  efla^ 
hlijhed  upon  better  promifes,  ^cancelling  all  former,  ex- 
ceptionable, imperfea,  and  ineffeftual  compads,  referring 
to  man's  intereft  and  duty,) .  about  which  the  Apoftle  to 
the  Hebrews  difcourfeth,  and  whereof  he  calleth  our  Xor  J  Heb.  vni. 
the  Mediator  and  Sponfor;  m  regard  to  which  St.  Paul  ^ji^*^^";;!^ 
calleth  him  the  Mediator  between  God  and  man;  plainly  22. 
•declaring  all  men  to  have  a  concernment  and  intereft  there-  g. 
In ;  for  this  fuppofition  he  ufeth  as  an  argument  proving 
•God's  univerfal  deiire  of  man's  converfion  and  falvation : 
fVho  would  have  all  men  to  be  faved,  and  to  cqme  to  the  i  Tim,  il. 
knowledge  of  the  truth.    For  there  is  one  God,  and  one^*^' 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  man  Chrift  JefusK 
By  virtue  of  which  covenant  it  is,  that  any  fuch  degrees  of 
k>ve  or  fear.-toward  God,  fuch  as  men  are  capable  of,  are 
.available,  any  righteous  performances,  fuch  as  our  weak- 
nefs  can  produce^  are  acceptable,  any  honeft  endeavours 
-do  receive  countenance  and  encouragement;  and  that,  as 
St,  Peter  obferyed,  in  every  nation  he  that feareth  God,  andA$sx,  9;%* 
worketh  right^oti/hefs,  is  accepted  by  him;  although  his 
fear  of  God  be  not  fo  intenfe,  or  pure;  his  righteoufiiefs 
(not  fo  exaft  and  unblame^^ble,  as  according  to  extremity 
of  .law  and  duty,  they  ihould  be.     From  which  covenant 
fo  far  is  any  man,  according  to  God's  intention  and.  de- 
fire,  from  being  excluded,  that  all  men  are  feriouflyin- 
vited,*^  vehemently  exhorted,  :eameftly  entreated  to  enter 
into  it,  and  to  partake  the  benefits  exhibited  thereby. 
Every  mah  who  feeleth  himfelf  to  want  thofe  benefits, 
and  is  defiroiis  of  mercy  and  eafe  from  the  ^uilt  and  bur- 
den of  his  fins,  may  come  and  welcome.     Ho,  every  oneUa^U.  1. 

.  fc  duo  difto  oftcnditur  nullum  hominem  fecundum  naturam  cffc  pollu- 
'  turn,  fed  aequaliter  dmnes  ad  Chrifti  Eyangdium  provocari.    Hur,  ad  Aug, 
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S£RM.  that  ikirfteth^  come  ye  to  the  waters;  fo  the  Evangdicai 

LXXtl.  Prophet  proclaims ;  and,  i)r  any  mum  thirftethj  iei  him 

John  Yii.    ^^*^^  '0  ♦"^  ^^d  drinky  crieth  our  Lord;  and.  Come  to  me 

97-  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden^  and  I  wUl  give  you 

98.  ff/i*     (Afurt  %am$.  Come  all  to  me :  231  men  therefore^ 

(kith  Origen,  who  from  the  nature  of  fin  do  labour  and 

are  burdened,  are  called  to  that  reft;  which  is  with  tbe 

3  Cor.  y.    Word  of  God«.)    And,  In  ChrffPs  name,  fiuth  St.  Paul,  we 

are  amlqffhulorSf  as  though  God  by  us  entreateth :  we  pray 

you  for  Chri/Vsfake,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God  ;  the  purport 

of  which  embafly,  together  with  its  extent,  he  otherwhere 

thus  exprefieth,  romif  mctpayyiKKMi  roi^  avdfchto^g  ftSun  irof" 

ABt  xrii.   r«^«f  iiwTAvoihf  He  now  proclaimeth  to  all  men  every  where 

that  theyjhould  repent ;  he  confequently  hotds  forth  to  all 

the  benefits  annexed  to  repentance.    But  of  this  we  fpeke 

formerly. 

4.  Our  Lord  Jefus  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  as  havii^ 

purchafed  and  procured  for  them  competent  aids,  wh^ftliy 

they  are  enabled  to  perform  the  conditions  reigfiuted  of 

them  in  order  to  their  falvation ;  to  acquire  a  fufBoient 

£{^.11. 1.  knowledge  of  their  duty,  to  fubdue  their  b^  inclinati<m6 

Rom.Tii.   Bnd  lufts,  to  withftand  temptations;  or  briefly,  whereby 

E*h^  V  8    ^^®y  ^'^  enabled  fincerely  to  repent  of  their  fins,  and  ac* 

«Cor.iv.6.  ceptably  to  perform  their  due  obedience.    The  truth  of 

a^Pet.  I.  i9>tj^jg  point,  taking  in  the  confideration  of  man's  natural 

iiate,  may  by  good  confequence  be  inferred  from  the 

•ol<rJrA«;- truth  of  the  points  foregoing.     If  men  are  naturally  fo 

'^*ipvZs    dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins,  fo  enflaved  and  fold  under  fin  5 

itf^nidft^fQ  very  prone  to  evil,  and  averfe  to  good;  fo  dark  and 

Max.  Tyr.  blind,  that  they  cannot  well  difcem  what  they  fhould  do  5 

Diff.  22.     gj  corrupt  and  weak,  that  they  cannot  perform  what 

they  know  and  confefs  to  be  good,  (as  St.  Paul  affirmeth 

men  to  be,)  and  confequently  are  of  themfelves  indifpofed 

to  perform  the  duties  acceptable  to  God^  and  requifite 

i  tlafTif  ffv  9t  &i>B^Mr«t  iia  rhv  rtis  a/Mt^riet's  <pwnt  xM'selifrts  xeu  irtpd^rtr/tiHi 
mrnXMitrM  Ivi  rnv  itm^m  rf  kiy^f  rtZ  @>m;  enMaom,     Orig,  in  Celf,  3* 

^  Si  Deus  noQ  opecatur  in  nobis,  nullius  poflumus  eife  participes  virtutis ; 
fine  hoc  quippe  bono  nihil  eft  bonum,  fine  hac  luce  nihil  eft  lucidum,  txkt 
hac  fapientia  nihil  fanum,  fine  hac  juftitia  nihil  re6lum.     De  Foe,  Gent^  i,  8. 
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by  his  ^ppointsnetii  toward  tbek*  lalvation,  then  either  SEKKl 
our  Lord  hadi  provided  for  them  a  conmimiicadon  of  ^^^XIL 
grace  fufficient  to  oountervajl  or  furmount  that  natural 
impotency,  or  all  his  defigns  for  their  good  are  imperfeift 
orinconfiftent^  (aoxoing  at  an  end,  without  proving  requi- 
fite  means,  or  removing  neoeflary  obftru£tion8,)  and  haw 
performances,  tvhereby  the  forementioned  benefits  were 
procured,  do  prove  ine&Aual  and  fruitlefs.  For  €k>d 
hdng  appeafed,  and  beoome  well-afFefted  to  man's  falva«> 
tion,  divine  juftice  being  iatisfied,  the  Vigour  of  law  being 
BBidgated,  repentance  being  made  available,  and  an  obe* 
dience,  agreeable  to  man's  frailty,  becoming  acceptable^ 
with  all  other  the  insmediate  refults  of  our  Saviour^s 
tranfa&ions  for  man,  would  fignify  nothing  in  regard  to 
him,  who  IKll  lieth  under  a  neceffity  of  finning,  or  an 
mabiBty  of  performing  that  which  is  indifpenfably  exad^ed 
from  him  toward  a  complete  enjoyment  of  thofe  benefits 
and  favours*  In  vain  is  the  debt  p^d,  and  the  bond  can- 
ceUed,  and  the  piifon  fet  open,  and  liberty  prodaimed> 
and  the  prifoner  called  forth,  if  be  be  not  himfelf  ablo 
to  knock  off  the  fetters  which  detain  him,  and  there  is  no 
fadp  aflbrded,  by  which  he  may  do  it.  But  our  LfOrd 
hath  furely  laid  his  defigns  more  advifedly,  and  hath 
profecuted  his  vwrk  more  perfeftly.  Wherefore  we  may 
fiippofe  that  a  competency  of  grace  and  fpiritual  affiance 
is  by  virtue  of  our  Saviour's  performances  really  imparted 
to  every  man,  qualifying  hkn  to  do  what  God  requires^ 
and  is  ready  to  acc^  from  him  in  order  to  his  welfare; 
that  our  Saviour  hath  fent  abroad  his  Hcij  Spirit,  (that 
fountain  of  all  true  goodnefs,  of  all  fpiritual  light,  ftrength^ 
and  ccnnfort,)  like  the  fun,  to  fliine,  to  vt^arm,  to  difpenfe 
benii^  nfluences  over  the  wodd;  althoa^  it  fluneth  not 
ib  bngbtly  and  vigoroufly,  and  its  preience  is  not  fo  vifible 
«nd  fenfible  in  one  place  as  another^  which  Holy  Sjnrit, 
j»  it  is  in  its  efleace  omniprefent,  fo  it  is  likewUe  in  itsTaT;  i^i^fwr 
energy  iaeeflantly  working  (in  reafonable  medure,  right '^*7^^ 
r,  and  fit  fealbn,  as  wildom  ordereth)  upon  the«'(«f  «^' 


«indi  anfl  aBel^ns  of  men,  infofing  good  thoug^U  and^j^^[1112^ 
motions,  mpreffing  arguments  and  i^otiv^  to  good  prac  ^^'  ^ff"' 

p.  5a3. 
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8ERM.  tice^  cherifhing  and  promotrng  good  purpofes,  checking 
LXXll.  ^JJ^J  defigns,  refiraiiiing  and  reclaiming  froin  bad  courfes. 
Our  reafon^   however  aided  by  exterior  inftrudion  and 
excitement,  being  unable  to  deal  with  thofe  mighty  temp- 
tations, oppofitions,  and  difcouragements  we  are  to  en- 
counter with,  be  hath  ^ven  us  a  wife  and  powerful  Spirit, 
to  guide  and  advife  us,  to  excite  and  encourage  us,  to 
relieve  and.fuccour  us  in  all  our  religious  pra&ice  and 
fpiritual  warfare.     So  that  all  deliverance  from  the  prevar 
lency  of  temptation  and  (in  we  owe  to  his  grace  and  affift- 
ance.     That  to  thefe  purpofes  the  Holy  Spirit  is  plenti- 
fully conferred  upon  all  the  vifible  members  of  the  Chrif- 
Jocln.as.  tian  Church,  we  have  plainly  declared  in  Scripture;  it 
"*  ^''  was  a  promife  concerning  the  evangelical  times,  that  God 
would  pour  forth  his  Spirit  upon  all  flefli;  the  collation 
jcr.  xxxi.    thereof  is  a  main  part  of  the  evangelical  covenant,  (into  a 
E^k  xi.     participation   of  which  every  Chriftian  is  admitt^,)  it 
19.  being  the  finger  of  God,  whereby  God's  law  is  imprefled 

^c.vii.  ^pQ^  ^jjg^  inward  parts,  and  engraven  in  their  hearts, 
a  Cor.  iii.  (as  the  prophets  defcribe  the  effefts  of  this  covenant.) 
And  the  end  of  our  Saviour's  paffion  is  by  St.  Paul  de- 
Gal,  iii.  i4..clared  to  be,  that  the  hleffing  of  Abraham  might  come  tmiQ 
the  Gentiles y  through  Jefus  Chriftj  that  we  might  receive 
the  promife  of  the  Spirit  hy  faith  5  that  is,  that  becoming 
Chriftians  we  might  partake  thereof.  And  the  apofiolical 
miniftry  (that  is,  preaching  the  Gofpel,  and  difpenfing  the 

1  Cor.  iii.  privileges  thereof)  is  therefore  flyled,  haxovia  weufi^uTOSy 
Hcb  vi  4  ^^  miniftry  of  the  Spirit.  And  the  tqfting  of  the  heavenly 
5.  gift  J  and  partaking  the  Holy  Ghoji^  is,  according  to  the 

Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  part  of  the  charafter  of  a  vifible 

2  Theff.  ii.  Chriftian,   (fuch  a  Chriflian,  who  might  itafuvBauy,  fall 

awayy  as  he  fuppofeth,  and  recrucify  the  Lardy  and  expqfe 
him  to  Jhame :)  and  St.  Peter  makes  reception  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  to  be  a  concomitant  or  confequent  of  bap- 

Aasii.  38,  tifm;  Repent y  faith  he,  and  be  baptized  every  one  ofyouy 
in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chriftyfor  the  remi/Jionoffins,  and  ye 
fhall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  for  the  promife 

Eph.  i.  13.  (or  that  promife  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  called  the  Spirit  of 
promife  peculiar  to  the  Gofpel)  is  unto  you,  and  to  your 
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ehtldr'eny  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  SERMi 
JJyrd  our  God  Jhall  call:  (that  is,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  pro-  LXXII, 
xmfed  to  all,  how  far  diftant  foever  in  time  or  place,  wlio 
fliall'be  invited  unto,  and  (hall  embrace  Chriftianity ;)  and 
accordingly,  St.  Paul  faith  of  Chriftians,  that  God  accord-  Tit.  iii.  5. 
ing  to  Ms  mercy  hathfaved  us^  by  the  laver  of  regeneration, 
ond  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghojl.     And,  Know  ye  not,  faith  ^  Cor.  iii. 
he  to  the  Corinthians,  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God;  and 
ihat  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you  P  (that  is.  Do  ye  not 
underhand  this  to  be  a  common  property  and  privilege 
of  Chriftians,  fuch  as  ye  profefs  yourfelves  to  be  ?)  And 
the  union  of  all  Chriftians  into  one  body  doth,  according  to  ^  ^or  xU, 
St.  Paul,  refult  from  this  one  Spirit,  as  a  common  foul 
ioiparted  to  them   all,  inanimating    and  aftuating   the 
whole  body,  and  every  member  thereof.     For  by  one  Spi-^ 
fit  we  are  all  baptized  into  one  body,  whether  Jews  or  Gen-* 
(iles,  whether  bond  or  free,  and  have  been  all  made  to  drink 
qf  one  Spirit.    And  it  hath  been  the  doftrine  conftantly 
with  general  confent  delivered  in  and  by  the  Catholic 
Church,  that  to  all  perfons,  by  the  holy  myftery  of  bap- 
dfm  duly  initiated  into  Chriftianity,  and  admitted  into  the 
communion  of  Chrift*s  body,  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
ifk  conununicated,  enabling  them   to  perform   the  con- 
ditions of  piety  and  virtue  which  they  undertake ;  and 
continually  watching  over  them   for  acconipliftiment  of 
thofe  purpofes;  which  Spirit  they  are  admoniflied  not  toEph.  iv.ao. 
refift,  to  abufe,  to  grieve,  to  quench ;  but  to  ufe  it  well,  7. 
and  improve  its  grace  to  the  working  out  their  falvation.  ^^^^'  "•  *^* 
Thus  much  concerning  the  refult  of  our  Saviour's  per- 
formances, in  this  kind,  in  refpeft  to  the  community  of 
Chriftians,  we  learn  from  the  holy  Scripture  and  eccle- 
fiaftical  tradition  interpreting  it ;  whence  we  may  difcem, 
that  the  commimications  of  grace  do  not  always  flow 
from  any  fpecial  love  or  abfolute  decree  concerning  men, 
but  do  commonly  proceed  frona  the  general  kindnefs  and 
mercy  of  God,  by  our  Lord  procured  for  mankind  5  and 
a>nfequently  we  may  thence  coUeft,  that  fomewhat  of 
this  nature  is  to  the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  fame  fource, 
and  upon  the  fame  account,  alfo  grarited  and  dilpenfed 
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SERM.  to  others.     Unto  Chriftians  indeed  this  great  benefit  (fi» 
LXXII,  the  reward,  the  encouragement,  the  fupport  of  thdr  fifdth^ 
""""""""^  and  for  promoting  their  obedience,  who  are  in  a  nearer 
capacity  and  more  immediate  tendency  to  fahration)  ift  in 
a  more  plentiful  nieafure,  and  a  more  confpicuouft  n^aiMer 
difpenfed ;  but  that,  befides  that  difpenfation,  there  have 
been  other  (not  fo  plainly  fignified,  or  exprefsly  ^rotaikdf 
yet  really  imparted)  communications  of  grace,  in  virtue  of 
Eph.  ii.  8.  our  Saviour's  merits,  there  are  (befide  the  main  reafon 
Luke  xiiv'.  alleged,  inferring  it  from  our  Lord's  bdng  the  Savkmr  of 
Matt  xvi    ^  inen)  divers  good  inducements  to  believe-    For  even 
J  7s  thofe  Chriftians,  to  whom  upon  their  faith  the  Hcrfy  S|w- 

John  xvK  ^^  jg  promifed  and  beftowed,  are  by  previous  opieradon» 
1  Cor.  xii.  of  God's  grace  (opening  .their  minds,  inclining  their  heart> 
and  tempering  their  afFe£Uons)  induced  to  embrace  Chri- 
flianity,  faith  itfelf  being  a  gift  of  God,  and  a  fruit  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  And  before  our  Saviour's  coming  all  good 
men  have  thereby  been  inflruSed  and  enabled  to  do  weD. 
*^ And  before  any  fpecial  revelation  made,  or  any  particukr 
Govenant  enabled,  (before  the  inclofure  of  a  particidai' 
people  or  church,  the  confinement  of  God's  extraordmaiy 
prefence  and  providence  to  one  place,)  divine  grace  ap-- 
pears  diffufed  over  feveral  nations,  being  watchftil  in 
guiding  and  moving  men  to  good,  and  withdrawing  them 
from  evil ;  neither  is  there  reafon  why  fuch  an  appropria- 
tion of  fpecial  graces  and  bleffings  (upon  fpecial  reafons) 
unto  fome  fhould  be  conceived  to  limit  or  contraft  God's 
general  favour,  or  to  withdraw  his  ordinary  graces  from 
Eph.  ii.  4,  others.  God  furely  {who  is  »A«(r*o^  h  e^iety  rich  in  mercy  ; 
yea,  hath  virspSaWovlu  ttKStov  x^P^^h  exceffive  riches  of 
grace)  is  not  fo  poor  or  parfimonious,  that  being  liberal  to 
fome   fhould  render  him   fparing   toward  others™;    his 

*  Ex  quo  perfpicuum  fit  natura  omnibus  incffe  Dei  notitiam,  nee  quem- 
quam  fine  Chrifto  nafci,  et  non  habere  femina  in  fe  fapientis,  juftitiae,  reli- 
quarumque  virtutum.  Unde  multi  abfque  fide,  et  Evangelic  Chrifti  vel  fa- 
pienter  faciunt  aliqua  vel  fanfte,  &c.    Hier.  in  Galat.  i. 

"'  Secundum  Scripturam  credimus  et  piiffime  confitemur,  qood  nunquam 
univerfitati  hominura  divinae  providentiae  cura  defuerit.  Quern  licet  ezcep- 
turn  fibi  populum  fpecialibus  ad  pietatem  direxerit  inftitutis,  nulli  tamen  na- 
tioni  hominum  bonitatis  fuae  dona  fubtraxit,  &c.     De  f^ocat.  Gent,  i.  5, 
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J  is  not  like  the  fea,  which  if  it  overflow  upon  one  SERM*^ 
(hore^  muft  therefore  retire  from  another;  if  it  grow  deep  LXXII. 
in  one  place,  muft  become  fliallower  in  another.    Is  the  Midi  7. 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jlraitened  P  it  is  a  queftion  in  Micah^ 
fuid.  Is  my  hand  Jhortened  at  all,  that  it  cannot  redeem  P  isiik.!.  3. 
another  queftion  in  Ifaiah  :  No;  The  Lord's  hand  is  not^^^'  ^* 
Jhortenedj  that  it  cannot  fave;  nor  his  ear  heavy ^  that  it 
cannot  hear;  at  any  time,  in  any  place  $  he  is  no  lefs  able, 
no  lefs  ready  than  he  ever  was,  to  afford  help  to  his  poor 
creatures,  wherever  it  is  needful  or  opportune.    As  thereGcn.xT.a. 
was  of  old  an  Abimelech  among  the  Philiftines,  whom  **^»*  ^ 
God  by  fpecial  warning  deterred  from  commiffion  of  fin ; 
a  divine  Melchifedeck  among  the  Canaanites ;  a  difcreet 
and.  honeft  Jethro  in  Midian;  a  very  religious  and  vir- exo^.  xYiH^ 
tuous  Job  in  Arabia;  who  by  complying  with  God's 
grace,  did  evidence  the  communication  thereof  in  feveral 
nations ;  fo  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe  the  like  caufe  ^ 

oow,  althou^  we  cannot  by  like  atteftation  certify  con- 
cerning the  particular  effects  thereof.    We  may  at  leaft  k«s*  I«m^ 
<Uicera  and  fliew  very  confpicuous  footfteps  of  <i^vine  j^^l'"^ 
grace,  working  in  part,  and  producing  no  deipicable  fruits  f/«  r»»ttx^ 
gf  moral  virtue,  (of  juftice  and  honefty,  temperance  and  fo-  ^^'  ^i^^^ 
briety,  benignity  and  bounty,  courage  and  conftancy  in 
worthy  enterprifes,  meeknefs,  patience,  modefty,  prudence, 
and  discretion,  yea,  of  piety  and  devotion  in  fome  manner,) 
even  among  Pagans,  which  if  we  do  not  allow  to  have* 
been  in  all  refpe£ts  fo  complete,  as  to  inftate  the  perfons 
e&dued  with  them,  or  praftifers  of  them,  in  .God'«  fa- 
¥Our,  or  to  bring  them  to  falvation^^ ;  yet  thofe  qualities 
and  anions  (in  degree,  or  in  matter  at  leaft,  fo  good  and 
fo  coi^onnable  to  God's  law)  we  can  hardly  deny  to  have 
been  the  ^s  of  God,  and  the  effeds  of  divine  grace; 
they  at  leaft  themfelves  acknowledged  fo  mucl^  for.  Nulla 

*>  Moitalem  vUam  boDeftare  poflunty  eeternam  conferre  non  poiTunt.  Pro/' 
Ptr  m  Collai,  cap.  26. 

(Prodefle  ad  (alutem.    Aug.  ProJ^r^  Fulgent.  9^e.) 

Nemo  vir  magnus  Bne  aliquQ  afflatu  divino  unquam  fuit.    Cic,  Jf  Na/, 
Deormm  ii.filjlm» 
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j^^^\fi^  ^^  ^"'^^^  *^««  ^fii  ^0  mind  is  good  without  God,  faiA 

|_ Seneca®;  and,  0ffia  fto/pa  ^Iviveu  meipaytyvopJin^  ^  ^^f^j 

ols  irafayheTMy  Virtue  appears  to  proceed  from  a  divine  dif 
penfation  to  them  who  partake  ofit,  £ud  Socrates? :  and, 

^XKilTTOfo$  TTis  M  Toi  doTSg*  Tot  xpiivTM  ^T^s  xoi  X6if«y»y/af* 
The  heji  natured  fouls  being  cori/iituted  in  the  middle  be-' 
tween  the  higheji  virtue  and  extreme  wickednefs,  do  need 
God  to  be  their  fuccourer  and  aji/lant  in  the  inclining  and 
leading  them  to  the  better  fde;  faith  Max.  Tyr.  xxii.  St# 
Auftin  himfelf,  who  feems  the  leaft  favourable  in  hiir 
judgment  concerning  their  actions  and  date,  who  calb^ 
their  virtues  but  images  and  fhadows  of  virtue  {non  veroii 
fed  verifimiles)  fplendid  fins ;  acknowledges  thofe^  virtu-^' 
—Dei  do-  ous  difpofitions  and  deeds  to  be  the  gifts  of  God,  to  be: 
Tao.  Aug.  laudable,  to  procure  fome  reward,  to  avail  fo  far,  that 
they,  becaufe  of  them,  (hall  receive  a  more  tolerable  and^ 
mild  treatment  from  divine  juftice;  which  things  con-- 
fidered,  fiich  perfons  do  at  leaft,  by  virtue  of  grace  im-' 
parted  to  them,  ^  obtdn  fome  part  of  falvation,  or  an  im*". 
perfed  kind  of  falvation,  which  they  owe  to  our  Lord,' 
and  in  regard  whereto  he  may  be  called  in  a  fort  their 
Saviour. 

But  although  the  torrent  of  natural  pravity  hath  pre- 
vailed fo  far,  as  that  we  cannot  affign  or  nominate  any 
(among  thofe  who  have  lived  out  of  the  pale)  who  cer- 
tainly or  probably  have  obtained  falvation,  yet  doth  it 
not  follow  thence,  that  a  fufficient  grace  was  wanting  to 
them.  The  moft  univerfal  praftice  contrary  to  the  intents 
of  grace  doth  not  evince  a  defeft  of  grace.  For  we  fee 
that  the  fame  caufe  hath  in  a  manner  univerfally  overborne 

•  Sen.  Ep.  rSf 

— Quae  fecund um  juftitiae  regulam  non  folum  vituperare  non  poifumus, 
fed  etiam  mcrito  redeque  laudamus.     Aug,  de  Spir,  et  Lit,  cap   27, 

P  Plat.  Mcnon.  ad  finem. 

<!  Tolerabilius  puniuntur.  Minus  Fabricius  quam  Catilina  punietur,  &c. 
— ^non  veras  virtutcs  habendo,  fed  a  veris  virtudbus  non  plurimum  deviando. 
Aug. 
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.and  defeated  other  means  and  methods  defigned  ^nd  difr  SERM» 
penfed  by  God  for  the  inftruftion  and  emendation  of  naan-  LXXH. 
kind.  ? 


God^«  Spirit  did  long  ftrive  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Gen.  vj.  Zv 
old  world:  yet  no  more  than  one  family  was  bettered  ot^Q^^ 
laved  thereby.     God  by  his  good  Spirit  inftrufted  the  If* 
raelites   in   the  wildemefs>  as   Nehemiah  faith,  yet  noNeh.iz.30. 
more  than  two  perfons  did  get  into  Canaan :  that  people 
afterward  had  afforded  to  them  great  advantages  of  know- 
ledge and  excitements  to  piety,  (fo  that  God  intimates,  that 
he  could  not  have  done  more  for  them,  in  that  regard,  than 
he  had  done.)  Yet,  There  is  none  that  underjiandeth^  orfeek"  l^.  v.  4» 
etk  after  God,  was  a  complaint  in  the  beft  times.  The  Pa- 
gans had  the  means  of  knowing  God,  as  St.  Paul  affirm-^  Rom.  i.  jii. 
eth,  yet  generally  they  grew  vain  in  their  imaginations, 
and  their  foolifti  heart  was  darkened;  from  which  like 
cafes  and  examples  we  may  infer,  that  divine  grace  might 
be  really  imparted,  although  no  efTeft  correfpondent  to  its  ^ 

main  defign  were  produced.  Neither,  becaufe  we  cannot 
allege  any  evident  inftances  of  perfons  converted  or  faved 
by  virtue  of  this  grace,  (this  parcior  occultiorque  gratia, 
wxire /paring  andfecret  grace,  as  the  good  writer  de  Voca' 
Hone  Gentium  calls  it,)  are  we  forced  to  grant  there  were 
none  fuch ;  but  as  in  Ifrael  when  Elias  faid,  the  children 
of  Ifrael  haxe  Jorfaken  God's  covenant,  thrown  down  Aw  1  Kings  >; 
altars,  andjlain  his  prophets  ivith  the /word;  and  I,  I  only^^^' "'  *®' 
am  left ;  there  were  yet  in  Ifrael,  living  c\o(Ay,  feven 
thoufand  knees,  who  had  not  bowed  to  Baal :  fo  among  the 
generations  of  men,  commonly  overgrown  with  ignorance 
and  impiety,  there  might,  for  all  that  we  can  know,  be 
divers  perfons  indifcemible  to  common  view,  who,  by 
complying  with  the  influences  of  God's  grace,  have  ob- 
tained competently  to  know  God,  and  to  reverence  him  ; 
fiacerely  to  love  goodnefs,  and  hate  wickednefs  5  with  an 
honeft  heart,  to  obferve  the  laws  of  reafon  and  righteouf- 
nefs,  in  fuch  a  manner  and  degree  which  God  might  ac- 
cept; fo  that  the  grace  aflforded  might  not  only  fufflcdre 
omnibus  in  teftimonium,  {fuffioe  to  convince  all  men,)  but 
auibtySdm  in  remedium,  {to  correct  and  curefqme/)  a?  that 
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S £R M.  writer  Je  Voc.  Gent,  fpeaks.  The  coniideration  of  God's 
LXXll.  nature  and  providence  doth  ferve  farther  to  perfuade  the 
Pfkl.  cxIy.  truth  of  this  afTertion.  If  God  be  rich  in  mercy  and 
^*  bounty  toward  all  his  creatures,  as  fuch,  (and  luch  he 

frequently  aflerts  himfelf  to  be,)  if  he  be  all-prefent  and 
all-provident,  as  he  certainly  is,  how  can  we  conceive 
him  to  {land  as  an  unconcerned  fpe6iator  of  what  men  do> 
in  a&irs  of  this  confequence  ?  That  he  ihould  be  prefeni 
beholding  men  to  run  precipitantly  into  defperate  mif^ 
chiefs  and  mifcarriages,  without  offering  to  day  or  ob- 
ftruA  them  5  ftruggling  with  their  vices  and  follies,  with- 
out affording  them  any  relief  or  furtherance ;  aflaulted  by 
ftrong  temptations,  without  yielding  any  fupport  or  fuc-^ 
cour;  panting  after  reft  and  eafe,  without  vouchfafing 
fome  guidance  and  afliftance  toward  the  obtaining  them  ? 
How  can  he  fee  men  invincibly  erring  and  inevitably  fin- 
mng,  without  making  good  what  the  Pfalmift  lays  of 
Pial.xxT.8.him:    Good  and  upright  is  the  Lord,  therefore  will  he 
teach  fnners  in  the  way ;  to  withhold  his  grace  in  fuch 
cafes,   feemeth  inconfifient  with  the  kind  and  compaf-* 
(ionate  nature  of  God,  efpecially  fuch  as  now  it  ftands, 
being  reconciled  to  mankind,  by  the  Mediator  of  God  and 
men,  Chriji  Jefus.     He  alfo,  that  is  fo  bountiful  and  in^ 
dulgent  toward  all  men  in  regard  to  their  bodies  and  tem- 
Kal.  ciii.  4.  poral   ftate ;   who  preferveth  their  life  from  de^ruBion, 
who  prote6leth  them  continually  from  danger  and  mif- 
cxlv.  16.     chief;  tvho  openeth  his  hand,  and  fatisfeth  the  defires  of 
cvii.  9.       every  living  thing;  who  fatisfeth  the  longing  foul,  and 
filet  h  the  hungry  foul  with  goodnefs ;  who,  as  St.  Paul 
AOsxiv.     fpeaketh,J?//e<A  men^s  hearts  with  food  and  gladnefs  ;  is  it 
likely  that  he  fhould  altogether  neglefl:  their  fpiritual  wel- 
fare, and  leave  their  fouls  utterly  deftitute  of  all  fuftenance 
or  comfort ;  that  he  fhould  fufFer  them  to  lie  fatally  ex- 
pofed  to  eternal  death  and  ruin,  without  offering  any  means 
of  redrefs  or  recovery?  To  conceive  fo  of  God,  feemed  very 
imreafonable  even  to  a  Pagan  philofopher :  Do  you  think, 
Max.  Tyr.  faith  Max,  Tyrius,  that  divination,  poetry,  and  fuch  like 
things,  are  hy  divine  infpiration  infinuated  into  men's  fouls, 
and  that  virtue  (fo  much  better,  and  fo  much  rarer  a  thing) 
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is  the  work  of  moral  art  P  'You  have forf 00th  a  worthy  con-  SERM. 
c^it  of  God,  who  take  him  to  be  liberal  in  be/lowirig  mean  I^XXII.; 
t^gSy  and /paring  of  better  things.     He  that,  as  St.  Paul  A6U  xvti. 
f^th^  giveth  to  all  men  life,  breath,  and  all  things,  will  he^** 
withhold  from  any  that  bed  of  gifts,  and  moft  worthy  of 
him  to  give,  that  grace  whereby  he  may  be  able  to  ferve 
hlip,  to  praife  him,  to  glorify  him,  yea,  to  pleafe  and 
gratify  hiin;  to  fave  a  creature  and  fubjeft  of  his;  the 
thing  wherein  he  fo  much  delighteth  ?  From  hence  alfo,  Aas  xiy. 
that  Grod  hath  vouchfafed  general  teftimonie?  of  his  good-  Rom^^^ig; 
nefs,  inducepients  to  feek  him,  footfteps  whereby  he  may  "•  "• 
be  difcoyered  and  known,  a  light  of  reafon  and  law  of 
Qatim  written  upon  men's  hi^rts;  attended  with  fatisfac-v 
tions,  and  checks  of  confcience  ;  {q  many  difpofitions  to 
knpwledge  and  obedience,  as  St.  Paul  teacheth  us ;  we 
Biay  P9l|e6i  that  he  is  npt  deficient  in  communicating  in- 
terior a^ftance^,  promoting  the  good  ufe  and  improve- 
02ent  of  tfiofe  tdents ;  for  tjiat  pther>yife  the  beftowing 
them  is  fridlraneous  an4  ufelefs  ;  being  able  to  producfB 
no  good  effect  j  yea,  it  rather  is  an  argument  of  unkind- 
ne(s^  beii^  ^pt  only  to  produce  an  ill  efie^l  in  thofe  upon 
whom  it  is  conferred ;  an  aggravation  of  fin,  an  accumu- 
lation of  guilt  and  wrath  upon  them. 

If  it  be  faid,  that  haying  foch  grace  is  inconfiftent  with 
the  w;ant  pf  an  exp^iiCit  knpwledge  pf  Chrift,  and  pf  faith 
in  him;  vyhy  may  npt  we  fay,  that  as  prpbably  (fp  St. 
Chryfoftpm,  vid.  Mont.  App.  I.)  moft  good  people  bf^for^^ 
pur  JLord's  coning  received  grace  without  any  fuch 
knowledge  pr  ^Eujth ;  that  as  to  idiots  and  infants,  our  Sa- 
viou.r's  n^eritprious  performances  are  applied  (in  a  manner 
j^;^nklipw^ble  ,by  vi?)  without  fo  much  as  a  capacity  to 
]g30w  or  .believe  ^y  thing ;  that  fo  we  (to  whom  Gpd'^ 
ji^xjgnoients  are  i^fcrutable,  and  his  ,ways  uninye^ftig^le)  Rom*  «*• 
^Lnow  not  how  grace  may  be  cpnjmunipated  unto,  and 
.Qhrift'3  ^merits  rn^y  avail  for  .other  ignorant  perfons  ?  in 
refpeft  to  whom  we  may  apply  that  of  St.  John;  TA^Johni.  5. 

'cc4 
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SERM.  light  Jhineih  in  darknefs^  and  the  darknefs  comprehended  it 
^^^^^^'  not.     However,  that  fuch  perfons  may  have  a  grace  ca- 
pacifying  them  to  arrive  to  that  knowledge  and  faith,  tp 
which  fuller  communications  of  grace  are  promifed ;  fo 
that  in  reafonable  efteem  (as  we  (ball  prefently  (hew)  the 
revelation  of  evangelical  truth,  and  the  gift  of  faith,  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  conferred  upon  all  men — fo  that  we 
llev.  iU.«o.may  apply  to  them  that  in  the  Revelation;  Behold,  IJiand 
^  ^^  Sla/  Me  door  and  knock ;  if  any  man  will  hear  my  voice,  and 
i^  «/»«^  open  the  door^  I  will  come  in  unto  him,  and/up  with  him, 
John  ix.4i.<i7i£2  he  with  me;  (that  is.  Behold,  I  allure  every  man  to  the 
XV.  32.       knowledge  and  embracing  of  Chriftianity ;  if  any  man  will 
open  his  mind  and  heart,  fo  as  to  comply  with  my  folici- 
tations,  I  am  ready  to  beflow  upon  him  the  participation 
of  evangelical  mercies  and  bleffings :)  and  to  fuch  per^ 
fons  thofe  promifes  and  rules  in  the  Gofpel  may  apper^* 
Lakexi.     tain;  He  that  ajketh  receiveth;  he  that feeketh  Jindeth ; 
^*    '       to  him  that  knocketh  it  Jhall  he  opened :  The  heavenly  Fa-- 
Luke  xix.   ffi^  ^m  giyg  i^q  UqI^  Spirit  to  them  that  ajk  him.     He 
that  is  ey  ix«;^/s"«  ^^Tog,  {faithful  in  the  ufe  of  the  leq/l 
Luke  xix.  grace,)  (hall  be  rewarded.   And,  To  him  that  hath  (or  that 
^^'  diligently  keepeth  and  hulbandeth  what  he  hath)  Jhall 

more  le  given. 

And  how  God  fometimes  dealeth  with  fuch  perfons  the 
eminent  inftances  of  St.  Paul  and  Cornelius  do  (hew.  But 
concerning  this  point  I  fpake  fomewhat  before,  and  have 
perhaps  been  too  large  now ;  I  fhall  only  add  that  faying 
of  the  wife  writer  de  Voc,  Gen,  A  pious  mind,  faith  he, 
Jhould  not,  I  think,  he  troubled  at  that  quejiion,  which  is 
made  concerning  the  converfon  of  all,  or  not  all  men ;  if 
we  will  not  ohfcure  thofe  things  which  are  clear,  ly  thofe 
things  which  arefecret;  and  while  we  wantonly  infiji  upon 
things  Jhut  up,  we  he  not  excluded  from  thofe  which  are 
open  and  plain  s.  Which  in  effe£t  is  the  fame  with  this ; 
that  fince  we  are  plainly  taught,  that  our  Lord  is  the  Sa- 

•  Puto  quod  plus  fenfus  non  debeat  in  ca  quseftione  turbari,  quae  de  om- 
nium et  non  omnium  hominum  converfionc  generatur ;  (i  ea  quae  claia  funt 
non  de  his  quae  occulta  funt  obfcuremus,  ct  dum  procaciter  iniiftimus  claufis 
excludamur  ab  apertis^  &c.    Lib,  i,  cap,  s. 
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viour  of  all*  men;  and  it  is  confequent  thence,  that  he  SERM, 
hath  procured  grace  fufBciently  capacifying  all  men  to  LXXII. 
obtain  falvation;  we  need  not  perplex  the  bufinefs,  or 
obfcure  fo  apparent  a  truth,  by  debating  how  that  grace 
is  imparted;  or  by  labouring  overmuch  in  reconciling  the 
difpenfation  thereof  with  other  difpenfations  of  Provi- 
dence^ 


SERMON   LXXIIL 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF  UNIVERSAL  REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED  AND  EXPLAINED. 


I  Tim.  iv.  lo. 

"^^--The  living  God;  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men, 
efpecially  of  thofe  that  believe. 

SERM.  5-  Jesus  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  as  the  conduSor  of 
LXXIIL  all  men  into  and  through  the  way  of  falvation.     It  is  a 
"very  proper  title,  and  mod  due  to  thofe  brave  captains, 
who  by  their  wifdom  and  valour  have  freed  their  country 
from  ftraits  and  oppreffions.     So  were  thofe  judges  and 
princes,  who  anciently  delivered  Ifrael  from  their  enemies, 
Neh.ix. 27.  commonly  ftyled:  In  the  time  of  their  trouble,  fay  the 
Levites   in  Nehemiah,  when  they  cried  unto  thee,  thou 
heardeji  them  from  heaven;  and,  according  to  thy  manifold 
mercies,  thou  gavejl  them  Saviours,  who  faved  them  out  of 
Judg.  iii.  9,  the  hand  of  the  enemy  ;  fo  are  Othniel  and  Ehud  particu- 
Afts  ii  35  ^^^'y  called  5  and  Mofes  fignally  :  The  fame,  faith  St.  Ste- 
phen of  him,  did  God  fend  to  be  ipyovra.  xai  Xtrrpctyr^v,  a 
Commander  and  a  Saviour  (or  Redeemer)  to  the  children 
of  Ifrael ;  for  that  he  by  a  worthy  and  happy  condu£l 
did  free  them  from  the  Egyptian  flavery.     And  thus  was 
Demetrius   by   the  Athenians   (for  his  delivering   them 
from  the  Macedonian  fubjeftion,  and  reftoring  their  li- 
berty to  them)  entitled,  evspyerrig  xa«  (rooTYip,  a  benefaSior 
andfaviour.    Thus  with  greateft  reafon  is  Jefus  fo  called, 
Heboii.  10.  as  being  apx>)yo^  rr^s  (TotiTvipius,  the  Captain  of  Salvation^ 
Aasiii.  15.  (fo  he  is  called  by  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,)  upx^yh 
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5«?f,  {the  Captain  of  Life,  as  St.  Peter  names  him,  the  SERMi 
chief  Leader  unto  eternal  life,)  apxnyos  w/oreaj^,  (the  Cap*  LXXIII, 
tain  of  our  Faith  ;  he  that  hath  revealed  that  faving  doc-r  Heb,  xU.  a^ 
trine,  which  is  the  power  of  God  to  falvation :)  and  thefeRom.  i.  i6. 
titles  we  have  conjoined  by  St.  Peter  in  the  ASs  5  Him  Aas  v.  3i» 
hath  God  exalted^  k^y^yw  xa«  (rwT^^fljj  as  a  Captain  and  a 
SaviouTy  to  give  repentance  unto  Ifraely  and  remiffion  of 
fins.     This  he  is  to  us  feveral  ways,  by  direftion  both  in- 
ftru6kive  and  exemplary  j  by  his  protection  and  govern- 
ance ;  by  his  mating  and  quelling  the  enemies  of  man's 
falvation ;  which  things  more  fpecially  and  completely  he 
hath  performed  in  refpeft  to  faithful  Chriftians,  yet  in  a 
manner  alfo  he  hath  truly  done  them  for  and  toward  all 
men ;  as  we  (hall  diftinftly  confider. 

6.  Jefus  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men^  we  fay,  as  having  »    - 

perfe&ly  difcovered  and  demonftrated  the  way  and  means 
of  falvation;  the  gracious  purpofes  of  God  concerning 
it  5  the  duties  required  by  God  in  order  to  it ;  the  great 
helps  and  encouragements  to  feek  it  5  the  mighty  deter- 
ments from  negle£Ung  it  5  the  whole  will  of  God,  and 
concernment  of  man  in  relation  thereto;  briefly,  all  faving 
truths  he  hath  revealed  unto  all  men :  myjleries  of  truth.  Col.  i.  36« 
which  were  hidden  from  ages  and  generations^  which  no  ^^  "**  *^**  • 
fancy  of  man  could  invent,  no  underftanding  could  reach, 
no  reafon  could  by  difcuffion  clear,  (concerning  the  na- 
ture, providence,  will,  and  purpofe  of  God  5  the  aii^ture, 
original,  and  ftate  of  man ;  concerning  the  laws  and  rules 
of  praftice,  the  helps  thereto,  the  rewards  thereof,  what- 
ever is  important  for  us  to  know  in  order  to  faappinefs,) 
he  did  plainly  difcover,  and  bring  to  light ;  he  did  with 
valid  forts  of  demonftration  aflert  and  confirm.  The  doing 
which,  (as  having  fo  much  efficacy  toward  falvation,  ail4 
being  ordinarily  fo  neoeflary  tfjereto,)  is  often  called  ^v- 
ing;  as  particularly  by  St.  James;  when  he  fdth,  fjrtfJam.v.3o. 
that  turns  afinner  from  the  error  of  his  way^JhaU  fave  a 
foul  from  death.     And  by  St.  Paul ;  Take  heed  to  thy  1  Tim.  it. 
word  and  doQrine  ;  forfo  doing  thou  Jkaltfave  thyfelf,  and  *®* 
thy  hearers.    That  our  Lord  hath  thus  (accordii^  4;q  h& 
ddign,  and  according  to  realbngble  €&idcm)Jixvei  aU  «nM,  1  Cbf.  it; ' 

92. 
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SERM.  we  are  authorized  by  the  holy  Scripture  to  lay  5  for  he  li 
LXXIIf.  there  reprefented  to  be  the  light  of  the  world;  the  true 
H^j^j  ^^     light  that  enlighteneth  every  man  j:oming  into  the  world:, 
the  day-fpring  from  on  high,  which  hath  vifted  us,  to  givft 
a  Tim.  iii.  j^^f^  ^^  ^^^^  that  ft  in  darknefs  and  the  Jhadow  of  death, 
r^fMvufi'f    and  to  guide  ovr  feet  in  the  way  of  peace.    By  him  the 
J^n  viii.  fi^i^g  grace  of  God  hath  appeared  unto  all  men.    By  him 
"•'•.••      (as  Ilaiah  prophefied^  and  St.  John  the  Baptift  applied  it) 
Tit.  ii/11/  aUJleJh  did  fee  the  falvation  of  God,     Of  him  it  was  alfo 
aTtm.  i.    f*^r®t^ldj  as  St.  Paul  teacheth  us,  /  have  fet  thee  for  the 
*®'    ...      '*£f*^  9f  ^he  nations,  that  thou  Jhouldeji  he  for  falvation 
Aas^ziii.    ^^to  the  ends  of  the  earth.     Coming  he  preached  peace  rtTi^ 
*5r.    .       iMLxpoLf  xoii  Tols  iyyvs  {longe  lateque)  to  them  that  were  far, 
'and  them  that  were  near,  that  is,  to  all  men  every  where* 
John  ix.  5.  While  I  am  in  the  world,  faid  he,  /  am  the  light  of  the 
world;  fhining,  like  the  fun,  indifferently  unto  all;  and 
when  he  withdrew  his  corporal  prefence,  he  farther  vir- 
tually difiufed  his  light,  for  he  fent  his  meflengers  with  a 
general  commiflion  and  command  to  teach  all  men  con- 
cerning the  benefits  procured  for  them,  and  the  duties  re- 
^*' "^"^*  quired  from  them  *,  Going  into  the  world,  make  all  nations 
difciples,  teaching  them  to  ohferve  all  that  I  commanded 
Mark  xvi.   you.     Going  into  the  world,  preach  the  Gofpel  unto  every 
*^'  creature,  (or,  to  the  whole  creation:  fo  it  ought  to  be.) 

Luke  xxiv.  That  in  his  namejhould  he  preached  repentance  and  remif- 
fion  offns  unto  all  nations.     And  fuch  was  the  tenor  of 
A6U  xxii.    the  apoftolical  commiiBon ;  Thou  Jhalt  he  witnefs  for  him 
15.  XXVI.     iQ^tQfd  all  men,  faid  Ananias  to  St.  Paul.     Accordingly, 
in  compliance  with   thofe  orders,  did  the  Apoftles,  in 
God's  name,  inftruft  and  admonifli  all  men,  plainly  teach- 
ing, ferioufly  inviting  to,  ftrongly  perfuading,  and  eameft- 
ly  entreating  all  men  to  embrace  the  truth,  and  enjoy  the 
A6ls  xvii.    benefits  of  the  Gofpel,  and  confequently  to  be  faved :  The 
^^'  times  of  ignorance,  faith  St.  Paul,  God  having  winked  at, 

^Cox,y. 20. doth  now  invite  all  men  every  where  to  repent:  and,  fVis 
are  amhqffadors  for  Chrift ;  as  though  God  did  hefeech  you 
hy  us,  we  pray  you  in  Chrift' sjiead,  he  reconciled  to  God-^ 
We  pray  you,  you  as  members  of  that  world,  which  God 
Colof.i.a8.^^g  in  Chrift  reconciling  to  himfelfj  and,  We  preach 
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Chri/i^ — ^warning  every  man,  and  teaching  every  wan  in  SERM^^ 
all  wifdom,  tfiat  we  may  prefent  every  man  perfeB  in  Chrift  LXXIU.. 
JefiiSy  (or,  render  every  man  a  good  Chriftian.)    Thus  was  ^g^  ^  ^^'^  ' 
the  Gofpel,  according  to  our  Saviour's  intent  and  order, 
preached,  as  St.  Paul  faith  of  it,  Iv  waoTj  tJ  xTl(r&  rji  uvo  tov 
ovgavov,  in  the  whale  creation  under  heaven;  thus  did  GodCol.  i. 23, 
fhew,  that  he  would  have  all  men  to  befaved,  and  to  cameiTm.  ii.4. 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth ;  whence  our  Lord  (in  re- 
gard to  the  nature  and  defign  of  his  performance  in  thi* 
kind)  is  the  common  Saviour,  as  the  common  mafter  of 
truth,  and  enlightener  of  the  world,  and  proclaimer  ofJohni.  la^ 
God's  will  to  mankind. 

If  now  it  be  inquired  or  objected ;  why  then  is  not  the 
Golpel  revealed  unto  all  men  ?  How  comes  it  to  pafs,  that 
iioffound  of  this  feving  word,  no  glimpfe  of  this  heavenly 
lights  doth  arrive  to  many  nations  ?  How  can  fo  general 
and  large  intention  confift  with  fo  particular  and  fparing 
execution  ?  What  benefit  can  we  imagine  them^-capable 
to  receive  from  this  performance  of  our  Saviour,  who  ftill  Luke  i.  74. 
do  fit  in  total  ignorance  of  the  Gofpel,  in  darknefs,  and 
the  ihadow  of  death?  How  can  they  call  upon  him  mRom.x.i4. 
whom  they  believe  not  P  And  how  can,  they  believe  in  him 
of  whom  they  have  not  heard? 

To  this  fuggeftion  I  anfwer, 

!•  That  God*s  intentions  are  not  to  be  interpreted,  vr 
his  performances  eftimated  by  events,  depending  on  the 
contingency  of  hiunan  actions,  but  by  his  own  declara- 
tions and  precepts,  together  with  the  ordinary  provifion  of 
competent  means,  in  their  own  nature  fufficient  to  pro- 
duce thofe  effe£ks  which  he  declares  himfelf  to  intend  or 
to  perform.  What  he  reveals  himfelf  to  defign,  he  doth 
really  defign  it;  what  he  fays,  that  he  performeth;  he 
(according  to  moral  efieem,  that  is,  fo  far  as  to  ground 
duties  of  gratitude  and  honour,  pro<jfeedings  of  juftice  and 
reward)  doth  perform,  although  the  tlung  upon  other  ac-^: 
countd  be  not  eflre£led. 

-Thus,  for  inftanSfe,  God  woiild  have  all  men  to  live  to-> 
gether  here  in  peace,  in  order,  in  healthy  conveniently,, 
comfortably,  cheerfiilly  5.  according  to^reafon^,  with  vu*tUQ> 
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SiBRM.  ^^^  juftice;  and  in  the  bed  ftate  toward  happinefs:  fo^ 
LXXIII.  thefe  purpofes  he  hath  endued  them  with  reafonable  fa- 
'■'     culties,  he  hath  engraven  on  their  minds  a  natural  law,  he. 
hath  fumifhed  them  with  all  forts  of  inftruments  and  helps 
conducible  to  thofe  ends ;  he  promoteth  them  by  difpen- 
fations  of  providence,  and,  probably,  by  internal  influx 
ences  of  grace :  yet  often  all  thofe  means,  by  the  per- 
verfenefs  and  ftupidity  of  men,  do  prove  inefie&ual,  fo  that 
wars,  diforders,  difeafes,  vices,  iniquities  and  oppreffions, 
troubles  and  miferies,  do  commonly  abound  in  the  world* 
•^  Likewife  God  defires,  that  in  his  church,  knowledge  and 

piety,  peace  and  charity,  and  good  order  fhould  grow  and 
flourifh ;  to  which  purpofes  he  hath  appointed  teachets  to 
inftru£l,  and  governors  to  watch  over  his  people :  he  hath 
obliged  each  man  to  advife  and  admonifh  his  brother  y  he 
hath  declared  holy  precepts  and  rules  of  pra&ice^  he 
hath  propounded  vaft  encouragements  and  rewards,  and 
threatened  dreadful  punifhments ;  he  hath  promifed  and 
doth  afford  requifite  afliftances ;  being  himfelf  always  pre- 
fent  and  ready  to  promote  thofe  ends  by  his  grace :  yet 
notwithftanding,  by  the  voluntary  neglefk  or  abufe  of 
thefe  means,  (the  guides  being  blind,  negligent,  \m£uth-' 
ful ;  or  the  people  being  indocile,  fluggifli,  refraftory ;  or 
both  perverted  with  bad  affeftions^)  often  ignorance, 
ersor,  and  impiety  prevail,  love  is  cool  and  dead,  fchifms 
and  faftions  are  rife  in  the  church.  Which  events  are  not 
to  be  conceived  derogatory  to  God's  good-will  and  good 
intentions,  or  to  his  kind  and  careful  providence  toward 
men ;  but  we  are  notwithftanding  to  efteem  and  acknow- 
ledge him  the  author  and  donor  of  thofe  good  things ;  in 
refpeft  to  them  no  lefs  bleffing  and  praifing  him,  than  if 
they  were  really  accompliftied  by  raan*s  concurrence  and 
compliance  3  he  having  done  his  part  in  that  due  meafure 
and  manner  which  wifdom  prompts ;  having  indeed  done 
the  fame,  as  when  they  are  efFe6bed.  So  God  having  ex- 
prefsly  declared,  that  he  would  have  all  men  to  know  and; 
embrace  the  Gofpel,  having  made  a  univerfal  promulga- 
tion thereof,  having  fent  forth  Apoftles  to  difleminate  it 
^'ery  where,  having  obliged  every  man  to  confer  his  bcft 
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eii^bavonr  toward  the  propagation  thereof;  if  by  the  SBRM* 
want  of  fidelity,  zeal,  or  induftry  in  them,  to  whom  this  LXXIII. 
care  is  intrufted,  or  upon  whom  this  duty  is  incumbent ;  '" 

or  if  by  the  careleflhefs  and  ftupidity  of  thofe,  who  do  not 
regard  what  is  done  in  the  world ;  or  if  by  men's  volun- 
tary (hutting  their  eyes,  or  flopping  their  ears,  (as  the 
Jews  did  of  old  to  the  prophetical  inftruftions  and  admo- 
nitions,) God's  heavenly  truth  becometh  not  univerfally 
known,  it  is  not  reafonable  to  impute  this  defailance  ta 
God,  or  to  conceive  him  therefore  not  univerfally  to  de- 
fire  and  defign  men's  inftruftion  and  falvation  confequent 
thereon.  Let  me,  for  the  illuftration  of  this  matter,  put  a. 
cafe,  or  propound  a  fimilitude.  Suppofe  a  great  kingdom^ 
confiding  of  feveral  provinces,  fhould  have  revolted  from' 
Aeir  fovereign  5  difclaiming  his  authority,  negle3ing  and 
difobeying  his  laws;  that  the  good  prince,  out  of  hi» 
goodnefs  and  pity  toward  them,  (and  upon  other  good 
confiderations  moving  him  thereto,  fuppofe  the  mediation 
of  his  own  fon,)  inflead  of  profecuting  them  with  deferved 
vengeance,  fhould  grant  a  general  pardon  and  amnefty,  in 
thefe  terms,  or  upon  thefe  conditions ;  that  whoever  of 
thofe  rebels  willingly  fhould  come  in,  acknowledge  his 
fault,  and  promife  future  loyalty,  or  obedience  to  his  laws 
declared  to  them,  fhould  be  received  into  favour,  have  im- 
punity, enjoy  protefUon,  and  obtain  rewards  from  him*^ 
F^urther,  for  the  effedluating  this  gracious  intent,  fuppofe^ 
that  he  fhould  appoint  and  commiffionate  mefTengers, 
empowering  and  charging  them  to  divulge  the  purport  of 
this  a6k  of  grace  to  all  the  people  of  that  kingdom.  Ad- 
mit now,  that  thefe  meflfengers  fhould  go  forth  and  feat 
themfelves  only  in  fome  provinces  of  that  kingdom,  pro- 
c^laimi'ng  this  univerfal  pardon  (univerfal  as  to  the  defign, 
and  as  to  the  tenor  thereof)  only  in  thofe,  neglecting 
others ;  or  that  ftriving  to  propagate  it  farther,  they  fhould. 
be  rejeAed  and  repelled ;  or  that  from  any  the  like  caufe 
the  knowledge  thereof  fhould  not  reach  to  fome  remoter 
provinces ;  it  is  plain,  that  indeed  the  eflfea  of  that  pardon 
would  be  obftrufted  by  fuch  a  carriage  of  the  affair;  but, 
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SERM.  the  tenor  of  that  a£i  would  not  thereby  be  altered^  nor 
LXXIII.  would  the  failure  in  execution  (confequent  upon  the  mini-' 
"**  fters'  or  the  people's  mifbehaviour)  detraft  from  the  real 

amplitude  of  the  prince's  intent ;  no  more^  than  the  wilful 
incredulity,  refufal,  or  non-compliance  of  fome  perfons^ 
where  the  bufinefs  is  promulged  and  notified^  would  pre- 
judice the  fame.  It  is  plain  the  prince  meant  favourably 
toward  all,  and  provided  carefully  for  them  5  although  by 
accident  (not  imputable  to  him)  the  defigned  favours  and 
benefits  do  not  reach  all.  The  cafe  fo  plainly  fuits  our 
purpofe,  that  I  need  not  make  any  application.  The  holy 
Fathers  do  by  feveral  like  fimilitudes  endeavour  to  iI-» 
luftrate  this  matter,  and  fomewhat  to  afToil  the  difficulty. 
They  compare  our  Saviour  to  the  fun  *,  who  fhines  indif- 
ferently to  all  the  world,  although  there  be  fome  private 
comers  and  fecret  caves,  to  which  his  light  doth  not 
come ;  although  fome  fliut  their  windows  or  their  eyesj 
and  exclude  it ;  although  fome  are  blind,  and  do  not  fee 
it.  *>That  myflical  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  faith  St.  Am- 
brofe,  is  rifen  to  all,  came  to  all,  did  fufier  and  rofe  again 

for  all ^but  if  any  one  doth  not  believe  in  Chrifl,  he. 

defrauds  himfelf  of  the  general  benefit.  As  if  one  fhutting^ 
the  windows  fhould  exclude  the  beams  of  the  fun,  the 
fiin  is  not  therefore  not  rifen  to  all.  ^  They  compare  our 
Lord  to  a  phyfician,  who  profeflTes  to  relieve  and  cure  all 
that  fhall  have  recourfe  to  his  help ;  but  doth  cure  only 

a  *Aitouffars  ovv  «/  fjutx^eiv'  axovffurt  ol  lyyvs*  ovk  iittx^vSti  rtv»s  o  Xoyog'  ^ig 
Ift  KiivoVf  WtXnfATU  ^Zffiv  tt.v^^u'xoti'  k'hiis  Ktfjtfii^ios  8v  Xoyu.  CUm,  Alex^ 
Protrep, 

Hear  ye  that  are  far :  hear  ye  that  are  mar:  the  'word  is  not  hid  to  any:  it  it 
a  common  light :  itjhineth  to  all  men  \  there  is  no  Cimmerian  in  the  JVord, 

b  Myfticus  Sol  ille  juftitiaB  omnibus  ortus  eft,  omnibus  vcnit,  omnibus 
paffus  eft,  et  omnibus  refurrexit — fi  quis  autem  non  credit  in  Chriftum,  ge- 
ncrali  bcneficio  fe  fraudat,  ut  ii  quis  claufis  feneftrls  radios  folis  excludat, 
non  ideo  fol  non  ortus  eft  omnibus,  &c.   Amb,  in  Pfal,  cxviii.  Ser,  viii. 

Si  dies  omnibus  squaliter  nafcitur,  et  fi  fol  fuper  omnes  pari  et  sequali  luce 
difFunditur,  quanto  magis  Chriftus  Sol  et  dies  verus,  in  Ecclelia  fua  lumen 
vjta  aeternaB  pari  aequalitate  largitur.    Cypr,  Epijl,  76. 

«  Nunquid  non  medicus  idcirco  proponit  in  publico,  ut  omnes  fe  oftcndat 
irelle  falvare  fi  velint.    Ambr,  \,  torn,  2. 
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thofe  who  feek  for  remedy,  and  are  willing  to  take  the  SERM; 
medicine;  becaufe  all,  faith  St.  Ambrofe  again,  do  not  LXXIII> 
defire  cure,  but  moft  do  fliun  it,  left  the  ulcer  iliould  fmart 
by  medicaments;  therefore  volentes  curatj  non  q/lringit 
inviios ;  he  cures  only  the  willing,  doth  not  compel  thofe 
that  are  unwilling;  they  only  receive  health,  who  defire 
medicine  d.  Evangelical  grace,  fay  they,  is  like  a  fountain 
ftanding  openly,  to  which  all  men  have  free  accefs;  at 
which  all  men  may  quench  their  thirft,  tf  they  will  inquire 
afiter  it,  and  go  thereto.  The  fountain  of  life^  faith  Ar- 
nobius,  is  open  to  all ;  nor  is  any  man  hindered  or  driven 
from  the  right  of  drinking  it «.  The  covenant  of  grace  is, 
lay  they,  a  door  ftanding  open  to  all,  whereinto  all  have 
liberty  to  enter — Jf^hen  an  entrance,  faith  St,  Chryfoftom, 
being  opened  to  all,  and  there  being  nothing  that  hinders, 
fome  being  wilfully  naught  abide  without ,  they  have  no 
pther  but  their  own  wickednefs  to  impute  their  deftruMion 
unto  ^ 

And  agdn  he  puts  the  queftion.  If  Chrift  enlighteneth 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world,  how  is  it  that  fo 
many  remain  unenlightened?  &c.  To  which  he  anfwers. 
That  if  fome  f  wilfully  fhutting  the  eyes  of  their  minds,  will 
not  receive  the  beams  of  this  light,  it  is  not  from  the  nature 
of  light  that  thofe  remain  Jiill  in  darknefs,  but  from  the 
wickednefs  of  thofe  who  wilfully  deprive  themfelves  of  the 
gift  of  it,  &cc.$ 

*  Venit — ^ut  vulnera  noftra  cararet,  fed  quia  non  omnes  medicinam  expe- 
tiinty  fed  plerique  refugiunt,  ne  medicamentis  compungatur  vis  ulceris^  idco 
volentes,  8cc,    Ambr,  de  David,  iii.  1 J . 

*  Patet  omnibus  fons  vita,  neque  ab  jure  potandi  quifquam  prohibetur, 
nut  pellitur.    Amob,  lib.  3. 

^"Ortvt  riff  %WS^  «'«riy  JinfYftimSt  ««)  ftnhvit  tm  uttXvtvrt  Sfrcf,  ISi>.Mr«. 

Ajwrju*     Ckrj/,  in  Jok,  i.  Homil,  7. 

S  £4  fitri^tt  irarr»  tiv^^ttm'tf  !^;^0^My  tig  rit  »M/««y,  srSg  i^rtfM  fi.tft,ivn»«irt 
TwmtH  ;  •b  yhf  Tm  xdfrtf  WiyM^»f  Tf9  X^trtS  ri  WC«f *  irig  wv  ^mri^u  ^rmtrm 
MfB^tuMl  riy%  tig  tghrh.  ii»*^  %i  ^  rtng  Inivrtg  r^f  rng  ZtetMims  if^?^»vg  ^v- 
0mMrt§t  «^«  ^iXnrmv  irm^iJ^^at  nSi  fttvig  rwrw  ^kg  §»r79ttgy  fv  ir«^  rJtf  ri^ 
fmrig  fv^if  k  ^nirmetg  Ui/mk,  oKKk  trof^  f^v  xmiM^Mtt  rSif  ixMyr)  4«'«n^«vvt*>y 

TOL.  ^I.  P  d 
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SERM.      St.  Gregory  Nazianzcn  refembles  the  grace  of  bap* 

LXXIII.  tilGui  (as  to  its  community  and  freedom  of  ufe)  to  the 

"  breathing  of  the  air,  to  the  fpreading  of  lights  to  the  vi- 

ciflitude  of  feafons^  to  the  afye€t  of  the  creation^  5  things 

moil  obvious  and  conomfion  to  all. 

If  this  anfwer  do  not  fiiUy  fatigfy,  I  adjoin  fieuther, 
9.  That  God,  befide  that  ordinary  provifion^  is  ready  to 
interpofe  extraordinarily  in  difclofing  his  truth  to  them 
who  are  worthy  of  fuch  favour^  and  fit  to  receive  it ;  and 
that  God's  general  defire  and  defign  of  revealing  his  truth 
to  all  men  is  very  well  confiftentwith  his  providential  (not 
only,  negative  and  permiilive,  but  even  pofitive  and  aftive), 
withholding  the  difcovery  thereof  from  fome  perfons,  yea 
fome  nations ;  for  that  neither  his  wiidom^  goodne&y  <tf 
juftice  might  permit  him,  that  he  fhould  impart  that  leve^ 
lation  to  fuch  perfons  whom  he  feeth  altogether  indif-. 
pofed  to  comply  therewith,  and. unfit  to  profit  thereby; 
who  have  extremely  abufed  the  lefler  graces,  and  not  im« 
proved  or  mifimproved  the  lefler.  talents  aflfordled  them ; 
Rom.  i.  18,  detained  inferior  truths  in  unright^ouinefs^  and  have;  mi 
^^*  liked  to  retain  God  in   their  knowledge,  have. therefore 

juftly  been  delivered  up  to  a  reprobate  fenfe;  who  have  fo 
depraved  their  minds  with  wicked  prejudices  and  affec-^ 
tions,  that  the  truth  being  offered  to  them,  they  would 
certainly  either  ftupidly  negleft  it,  or  fcornfully  rejeAit^ 
or  if  admitting  it  in  (hew,  would  unworthily  abufe  it ;  fo. 
that  from  the  imparting  the  means  of  knowing  it,  no 
glory  to  God,  no  benefit  to  man  would  accrue,  but  rather 
contempt  of  God  and  prejudice  to  men  would  enfue  upon 
ifa.  XXX.  it :  there  are  fome  perfons  of  that  wicked  and  gigantic 
^^'  difpofition,  (contrafted  by  evil  praftice,)  th^^t,.  fhould  one 

offer  to  inftrufl:  them  in  truth,  or  move  them  to  piety, 
would  be  ready  to  fay  with  Polyphemus  in  Homer,  Odijijf. 

ravrfiSi  iavrtTs  Vtxatdt  ravrnv  £v  tT«y  X^yitrcttrBitf  t«»  ^ri^enrtv,     Chryf,  in  Joh.  i. 
Hom'il.  7. 

Nax.  Oraf,  40. 
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Friend,  you  ape  a  fool,  or  a  great  ftranger  to  me,  " 

Who  advifefl  me  to  fear  or  regard  the  Deity. 
Or  (which  is  the  fame)  with  Pharaoh:  Who  is  the  LordyExoA.  v.  a. 
that  IJhmld  obey  his  voiced  I  know  not  the  Lord,  neither 
will  I  let  Ifrael  go,  (or  neither  will  I  do  as  you  in  God's 
name  admonifh  me  5)  who,  like  that  unhappy  prince,  by  Prov.  i.  a4. 
no  efficacy  of  arguments,  no  wonders  of  power  are  to  be 
convinced  of  their  folly,  or  converted  from  their  wicked- 
nefs :  fome,  like  thofe  of  Chorazin  and  Bethfaida,  whom  Luke  x.  13. 
not  all  the  powerful  difcourfes  fpoken  to  them,  all  the 
mighty  works  done  in  them,  fufficient  to  have  brought 
Tyre  and  Sidon  to  repentance,  can  induce  to  mind  or  obey 
the  truth :  unto  which  fort  of  people  (except  upon  fome 
-particular  occafions,  and  for  fpecial  reafons)  it  is  not  expe- 
dient that  divine  truth  fhould  be  expofed.     We  may  alfo 
•obferve  how  our  Lord  being  afked  by  St.  Jude  a  queftion 
like  to  ours;  Lord,  how  is  it  that  thou  wilt  manifeji  th^etfJoimxW* 
junto  us,  and  not  to  the  world  P  thus  refolves  it:  If  a  man^^" 
love  me,  he  will  ieep  my  words;  and  my  Father  will  love 
him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with 
Mm:   implying  the  ordinary  reafon  of  God's  making  a 
difference  in  the  difcoveries  of  himfelf  to  be  the  previous 
.dilpofition  and.  behaviours  of  men  toward  God ;  and  inter- 
pretativdy  toward  our  Lord  himfelf. 

That  God-  doth  conunonly  obferve  this  method  (plainly 
fuitable  to.  divine  juftice,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs)  to  dif- 
penfe  the  revelation  of  his  truth  according  to  men's  dif- 
pofition  to  receive  it,  and  aptnefs  to  make  a  fruitful  and 
worthy  ufe  of  it,  to  bring  forth  fruits  worthy  of  repentance,  Matt.  iii.  s, 
as  St.  John  Baptift  fpake  5  and  to  withhold  it  from  thofe  J  ^''  *"• 
who  are  indifpofed  to  admit  it,  or  unfit  to  profit  by  it  5  we 
may  from'  divers  exprefs  paflages  and  notable  inftances 
(bcdfide  many  probable  intimations)  of  Scripture  learn. 
We  may  on  the  one  hand  obferve,  that  thofe  whom  oujr 
S^viout  did  choofe  to  call,  were  perfons  diipofed  ^afilyj^^^^.^  ^^^  i 

upon  his.  call  to  comply;  to  fbrfake  their  &thers  andJohni.  a4» 
their  nets ;  to  leave  their  receipts  of  cuftom ;  to  relinquiih  Matt.  xiz. 

D  dz  87. 
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SRRM.  all,  (relations,  occupations,  eftates,)  and  to  follow  him; 
LXXIII.^thful  Ifraelites,  without  guile,  like  Nathaniel,  (that  is, 
John  i.  47.  ^  ^  probably  conjeftured,  St.  Bartholomew^;)  men  ho- 
Lake  six.  neftly  dcvout,  and  charitable,  like  Zaccheus  5  that  he  cho& 
Matt.  zxi.  to  converfe  with  publicans  and  fimiers,  men  apt  to  be  con- 
Luke  ▼.  31.  ^"c®^  ^f  ^^^^  errors,  and  touched  with  the  fenfc  of  their 
fins ;  apt  to  fee  their  need  of  mercy  and  grace,  and  there- 
fore ready  to  entertain  the  overtures  of  them ;  that  he 
blefles  God  for  revealing  his  myfteries  to  babes,  (to  iano- 
cent  and  well  meaning,  imprejudicate  and  uncorrupted 
perfons,)  fuch  as  if  men  were  not,  they  could  in  nowife 
Mitt,  xviii. enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  or  become  Chiiftianf ; 
s.xix.  14.  ^^f^  p^^  iajpirii,  of  whom  is  the  kingdom  of  heove»; 
1  Cor.i.s7.thofe  fooli/h  things  which  God  cboofes  as  moft  fit  objeds 
of  his  mercy  and  grace ;  that  he  enjoined  his  difciples,  in 
their  travels  for  the  promulgation  and  propagation  of  the 
Gofpel,  to  inquire  concerning  the  worthinefs  or  fitnefs  of 
perfons,  and  accordingly  to  make  more  clofe  applications 
Matt z.  11. to  them:  Inlo  what  city  or  village  ye  enter ,  inquire  who 
therein  is  worthy  ;  and  entering  in  abide  there.     Of  this 
proceeding  we  have  a  notable  infiance  in  Cornelius-,  who 
for  his  honeft  piety  (cotrefpondent  to  the  proportion  of 
knowledge  vouchfafed  him)  was  fo  acceptable  to  God, 
that  in  regard  thereto  he  obtained  from  him  the  revelation 
of  truth  in  a  peculiar  and  extraordinary  manner.     And  St. 
Paul  was  another  moft  remarkable  example  thereof;  who 
for  the  like  reafon  was  fo  wonderfully  called,  as  himfelf  in- 
Aas  xxii.   timates,  defcribing  himfelf  to  have  been  ?»}X«t^^  €>««,  zea- 
ni"xi«i-'  ^^^y  affeSied  toward  God^  according  to  the  righteovfnefs  in 
/*«/.  the  law,  llamelefs  ;  one  that  had  continually  behaved  him- 

Aasm'ugJ^if  ^^^^  ^^^  S^^^  confcience  toward  God ;  who  even  in  the 
GaL  i.  14.  perfecution  of  God's  truth  did  proceed  with  an  honeft 
meaning,  and  according  to  his  confcience,  for  which  caufe 
he  faith,  that  God  had  mercy  on  him;  forefeeing  how 
willingly  he  would  embrace  the  truth,  and  how  eameftly 
promote  it.    We  may  alfo  obferve,  how  in  the  Afils  of  the 
A6b  xxyi.  Apoftles,  the  Holy  Spirit  conunonly  direfted  the  Apofiles 
•  1  Xim.  1. 3.  ^^  fuch.  places,  where  a  competent  number  of  people  were 
l4ikcix.62.well  difpofed  to  receive  the  truth;  who  were  eS&ffrb*  uc 
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ri^y  ficunXMleof  rou^Gecf,  well  dijpofed  to  the  kingdom  ofhen*  SERM» 
veriy  and  confequently  by  God's  forefight  (reTayju-evoi  gi^LXXIlI. 
J«^v  alwwov)  ordained  to  have  the  word  of  eternal  life  (thcAasxHi. 
TO  <ramiplw  ©«»,  a3  it  is  in  a  parallel  place  called)  difcovered^s.  xyiL  u, 
to  them ;  fuch  people  as  the  Bereans,  men  ingenuous  and 
tradable;  who  confequently  entertained  the  word,  jxerc^ 
voo-i}^  »poduj{t/«j,  with  all  promptitude  and  alacrity.     To 
fuch  perfons  God  fometimes  by  extraordinary  revelation 
dire£ked  the  Apoftles  to  preach ;  as  to  the  Corinthians,  in 
re^eft  to  whom  the  Lord  fpake  to  St.  Paul  in  a  vifion,  fay- 
ing. Fear  not,  but  fpeak,  and  be  not  flent ;  for  I  am  withA€is  xviii. 
ikeey  becaufe  wfiXtJj  Is-/  i/^t  Xaosy  there  is  for  me  much  people^*  ^^' 
in  this  city  ;  much  people  whom  I  fee  difpofed  to  comply 
with  my  truth.     So  in  behalf  of  the  Macedonians,  uvfig  risABs  xn,  9. 
MaxeSooy,  a  certain  man  of  Macedonia,  was  in  a  vifion  feen 
to   St.  Paul,  exhorting  him  and  faying,  Pajfing  into  Mace^ 
donig,  help  us.     Thus  on  that  hand  doth  God  take  fpecial 
care  that  his  truth  be  manifefted  to  fuch  as  are  fitly  quali- 
fied to  embrace  it  and  ufe  it  well :  thus  is  God  ready  to 
make  good  that  anfwer  of  Pothinus  (Bifhop  of  Lion§,  and 
immediate  fucceffor  to  St.  Irenaeus)  to  the  prefeft,  who 
afldng  him  who  was  the  Chriftians*  God,  was  anfwered,'£ay  £afcb.¥.  i. 
^  S^f^  yvooffyf.  If  thou  be  ujorthy,  thoufhalt  know;  thus,  as 
the  Wife  Man  divinely  faith,  the  divine  Wifdom,  of/tfj  a^-  Wifd.vi.i6. 
f%  vtpiegp^erai  ^ijtSc-*,  goeth  about  feeking fuch  as  are  worthy 
ofher;fheweth  herf elf  favourable  unto  them  in  their  ways, 
and  m£eteth  them  in  every  thought. 

And  on  the  other  hand,  that  God  withholds  the  fpecial 
difcoYeries  of  his  truth,  upon  account  of  men's  indifpo- 
fitions  and  demerits,  may  likewife  very  plainly  appear. 
We  may  fuppofe  our  Lord  to  have  obferved  himfelf,  what 
he  ordered  to  his  difciples;  Not  to  give  that  which  is  Ao/y  Matt.vii.6. 
to  dogs,  nor  to  cq/i  their  pearls  before  fwine,  (not  to  ex- 
pofe  the  holy  and  precious  truth  to  very  lewd  and  fierce 
peq[>le,  who  would  fiiarl  at  it  and  trample  upon  it :)  we 
may  allow  God  in  his  difpenfation  of  his  truth  and  grace 
to  do  what  he  bids  the  Apoftles  to  do :  before  he  enters 
into  ^y  houfe,  or  applies  himfelf  to  any  perfon,  to  exa^'E|«r«^»ri. 
Biine  whether  the  hpufe  or  perfon  be  worthy,  that  is,  will-  ^•^^  *•  "• 
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SERM.  ing  to  receive  him,  and  apt  to  treat  him  well;  if  not,  to 
LXXIll.  decline  them.     Our  Lord,  we  fee,  did  leave  eyenhk  own 
Miicxid.  country,  feeing  men  there  were  not  difpofed  to  ufe  him 
«7>  M.      vith  due  honour  and  regard ;  feeing  they  were  poflefled 
with  vain  prejudices,  apt  to  obftru£t  the  efficacy  of  his 
divine  inftructions  and  miraculous  performances ;  fo  that 
he  was  not  likely  (according  to  the  ordinary  way  of  di- 
vine providence)  to  produce  any  confiderable  efied:  to*' 
wards  their  converfion.    He  could  not,  it  is  faid^  do  niasy 
miracles  therty  kecaufe  of  their  unbelief;  he  could  nol^ 
that  is,  according  to  the  moft  juft  and  wife  rules  he  did 
oblen-e,  he  would  not  do  them;  becaufe  he  perceived 
the  doing  them  would  not  conduce  to  any  good  purpofe ; 
that  they  were  not  apt  to  look  upon  thofe  works  as  the 
cflects  of  divine  power  and  goodnefs,  performed  for  their 
benefit,  (for  inducing  them  to  faith  and  repentance,)  but 
rather  that  the  doing  them  would  expofe  Grod's  mercy  to 
contempt  or  reproach,  at  lead  to  negle£i  or  difregard. 
Hence  our  Saviour  dcfclined  converfing  with  perfons  in- 
1  Cor.  ii.    difpofed  to  (thofe  4^x'^^^  ^^^  cannot  Sep^e^do/  t«  t5  itm^ 
IMtTOi)  receive  benefit  by  his  inftni^on  and  example ;  to 
Mut.  xxi.  grow  wifer  or  better  by  his  converfation;  as  the  Pharifees 
and  Scribes ;  men  prepoflefled  with  corrupt  opinions  and 
vicious  affedions,  obftruftive  to  the  belief  of  his  doftrine 
and  obfervance  of  liis  laws ;  and  worldly  perfons  ;  proud 
and  felfconceited,   crafty  and  deceitful,   covetous,   am- 
bitious,  and  worldly   men,   incorrigibly   tinftured  with 
Rom.  viii.   that    (ppovyi[xa    T^^  aapxo$y   carnal  wifdom  and   affeSiion ; 
James  iv.  i.  which  IS  enmity  to  God ;  fo  that  it  is  not  JiibjeSi  to  the 
1  John  ii.    Iqj^  qJ  Qq^^   jiqj-  ^au  he ;   inextricably  engaged  in  the 
friendfhip  of  the  world,  which  is  enmity  to  God :  to  fuch 
men  the  Gofpel  would  certainly  be  a  fcandal  or  a  folly : 
1  Cor.  i.  «3.  they  would  never  be  able  to  relifti  or  digeft  the  doArine 
of  purity,  felf-denial,  patience,  and  the  like  dofitrines  op- 
pofite  to  carnal  fenfe  and    conceit  which  it  teacheth, 
Vu:.  \u  «>.  From  fuch  wife  and  prudent  men  (conceited  of  their  little 
wifdoms,  and  doting  upon  their  own  fancies)   God  did 
Cv>nceal  thofe  heavenly  myfteries,  which  they  would  have 
I  v^'*. '.  *^  vJkMpiled  and  derided :  thofe  many  wife  according  to  the 
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Jlejh^  many  powerful^  many  nohle^  God  did  not  chbofe  to  SERAT.' 
call  into  his  church.    Accordingly  we  may  obferve  in  the  LXXIII. 
hiftory  of  the  Apoftles,  tha.t  God's  Spirit  did  prohibit  the 
Apoftles  paffing  through  fome  places,  it  difceming  how 
unfuccefsful   (at  thofe  feafons,   in   thofe    circumftances, 
according  to  thofe  difpofitions  of  men)  their  preaching 
would  be:  PaJJing  through  Phrygia  and  Galatia^  being k&s xv'u 6^ 
hindered  by  the  Spirit  to /peak  the  word  in  AJia;  coming  to^' 
MyfiUj  they  clayed  to  go  into  Bithynia^  but  the  Spirit  fuf- 
feted  them  not.    Moreover  there  is  plainly  the  like  reafon,' 
why  God  (hovdd  withhold  his  faving  truth  from  fome 
people,  as  why  he  fhould  withdraw  it  froin  others ;  when 
it  is  abufed  or  proves  fruitlefs  :  but  of  fuch  withdrawing 
we  have  inany  plain  inftances,  attended  with  the  declara- 
tion of  the  reafons  of  them :  our  Lord  prophefied  thus 
coticeming  the  Jews ;  I  Jay  unto  you,  that  the  kingdom  ofMtLtL  zxi. 
Godjhall  be  taken  from  youy  andjhall  be  given  to  a  nation^^' 
doing  the  fruits  thereof;  they,  when  our  Saviour  Would 
hiave  gathered  them  under  his  wings,  wilfully  refafing. 
Our  Lord  charged  his  Difciples,  when  by  any  they  were  Matt,  x.  14. 
repulfed  or  neglefted  in  their  preaching,  to  leave  thofe 
perfons  and  places,  Jhaking  off  the  dufi  from  their  feet,  in  Luke  ix.  5. 
token  of  an  utter  (j?iV  fAOLprvpm  W  aura^)  deteftation  andfi.xvHL^. 
defertion  of  them :  and  accordingly  we  fee  them  prac- 
tifing  in  their  Afts ;  when  they^jerceived  men  perverfely 
contfadidious,  br  defperately  fenfelefs  and  ftupid,  fp  that 
they  clamoured  againft  the  Gofpel,  and  thruft  it  from 
them,   they  abftained  frOm  farther  dealing  with  them, 
turning  theit  endeavours  otherwhere,  toward  perfons  of 
a  more  docile  and  ingenuous  temper  j  thencfe  toore  fuf- 
c^tive  of  faith  and  repentance:  To  you,  fay  Paul  andAasxiij. 
Barnabas  to  the  contradifting  and  reproachfiil  Jews,  it 
was  neceffary  that  the  word  of  God  fhould  Jirji  have  been 
Jjpoken;  but  feeing  you  put  it  from  you,  {or  thruft  it  away 
from  you,  avoodelo'ds  awrJv,)  and  judge  yourfelves  unworthy 
o^  everlqfting  life,  we  turn  to  the  Gentiles.     So  when  the  Rev.  ii.  5. 
Ghutch  of  Ephefus  was  grown  cold  in  charity,  arid  defir 
"cknt  In  good  works,  Grod  threatens  to  remove  her  can- 
dfeftlck ;  or  to  withdraw  from  her  that  light  of  tnithi 
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SERM:  which  fhone  with  fo  little  beneficial  influence.     It  feemt 
IiXXIII.  evident  that  God  for  the  like  reafons  may  withhold  the 
K««y^T^difcovery  of  his  truths  or  forbear  to  interpofe  his  provi-> 
\{P^\  ^  dence ;  fo  as  to  tranfmit  light  thither,  where  men's  deeds 
Ciyf.        are  fo  evil^  that  they  will  love  darknefs  rather  than  light; 
**""^**'*  where  their  eyes  are  fo  dim  and  weak,  that  the  light 
will  but  oflend,  and  by  the  having  it,  hurt  them  ;  where 
they,  by  the  having  it  declared  to  them,  will  only  incur 
fardier  mifchief  and  mifery ;  it  would  prove  to  them  but 
tCor.ii.i6.  J0-|x^  dovoTif,  a  deadly  /cent,  as  the  moft  comfortable  per- 
fumes are  oflenfive  fometimes  and  noxious  to  diftempered 
bodies.    Wherefore  as  where  the  light  doth  fbine  moft 
clearly,  it  is  men's  voluntary  pravity,  that  by  it  many  are 
not  effedually  brought  to  (klvation ;  fo  it  is  men's  volun- 
tary depraving  and  corrupting  themfelves,  (miiufing  tbdr 
natural  light,  choaking  the  feeds  of  natural  ingenuity, 
thwarting  God's  fecret  wbifpers  and  motions,  complying 
with  the  fuggeftions  of  the  wicked  one,)  fo  as  to  be  ren- 
dered unmeet  for  the  fufception  of  God's  heavenly  truth 
and  grace,  which  hinders  God  (who  proceedeth  ordinarily 
with  men,  in  fweet  and  reafonable  methods,  not  in  way 
of  impetuous  violence  and  coa£tion)  from  difpenfing  them: 
lla.  ixvi.  3.  we  may  fay  of  fuch  in  the  words  of  the  Prophet,  They 
have  chofen  their  own  ways,  and  their  foul  delighteth  in 
Jcr.  V.  as.  their  abominations.      Yofp-  iniquities  have  turned  away 
thefs  things,  and  your  fins  have  withholden  good  things 
BtS.  in  Vial  from  you,     TJ  koturS  aya^^TYjTi  vaa-iv  6  Kvpiog  eyyi^&'  fJMXpi' 
"*"^        vojxev  Se  kaurovs  tifielg  hoi  t^^  d[jiapTta$,  God  doth  by  his  good- 
nefs  approach  to  all,  but  wefet  ourfelves  at  dijiance  by  fin, 
faith  St.  Bafil ;  and  oWou  uvroirgoaigeTOg  'Kow^pla,  exel  xa\  dbro- 
X^  T^^  X^P'TOj,  where  there  is  felf  chofen  or  affeSled  wick" 
ednefs,  there  is  a  withholding  of  grace,  faith  another  Fa- 
aCor.iv.  a.ther,  {apud  Cyrill.  Hier.)     The  Gofpel,  if  it  be  hidden, 
it  is,  as  St.  Paul  fays,  hidden  h  rols  ocfroWvfLevoig,  in  viris 
perditis,  among  lofi  men,  (that  is,  men  defperately  gone  in 
wickednefs,  incorrigible,  unreclaimable  people,)  in  whom 
e;  r»   '     ^^^  ^^^  of  this  world  (that  is,  as  St.  Chryfoftom  expounds 
ayytUm      it,  not  the  dcvil,  but  the  good  God  himfelf)  hath  blinded 
"ckryh  in     ^  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,fo  that  the  light  ofih^ 
eCor.iv.  4. 
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glorions  Go/pel  hath  notjhined  to  them,  (wa^  h  h6fXxo(rsvi  SERM. 
how  then  did  God  blind  them  P  faith  St.  Chryfoftom,)  owxI^XXIII. 
kmfyfi<ras  els  towto,  &Kuyv  not  ly  any  efficacy  of  his  upon 
them  toward  t/iat ;  ^  on  tliat  ;  ol>^  afetg  xot)  <riyyxf^PW^h 
hut  ly  permijjion  and  concejfion  ;  for  fo  the  Scripture  ia 
wont  to  fpeak ;  'E^aSav  yap  umii  vfnltm^iruv  Tpooroiy  xol)  ava-r 
{«ou^  kauTOu$  Kotreanevairav  rtf  iSelv  tol  [Awrriipiay  xa)  aurog  Xoimv 
AuTiv*  aKXot  ri  &&  'jfotria'oif }  vrpl^  filav  eKKav,  xei  exxuXunlav  jx^ 
fiouKoiuiVois  iisiv ;  clK?\A  /xoXXov  Av  xan^pirforeafy  xei)  ovx  iv  eJBov. 
Seeingj  faith  he,  ihey  di/believedjirjl,  and  conftituted  them" 
Jelves  unworthy  to  fee  the  my/ieries,  even  God  at  Iqji  let 
them  alone ;  for  what  Jhould  he  have  done  ?   Should  he 
have  drawn  them  violently,  and  difcovered  it  to  them  being 
mnwilling  to  fee  f  They  would  then  have  more  de/pifed  it, 
and  not  havefeen  it.    God  is  ever  willing  and  ready  to  Luke  six. 
dBfpenfe  his  mercies  and  favours,  but  he  is  not  wont  to  do^Q,,^^  ^^ 
k  extraondinarily,  (or  befide  the  courfe  of  his  ordinary  pro-  Rom,  xiii. 
vifion,)  but  in  a  proper  and  fit  feafon,  (in  that  xouplg  txncpw^ 
81XT0;,  acceptable  time  and  day  offalvation,  when  he  feeth 
men  capable  of  receiving  themj)  which  feafon  commonly 
dependeth  upon  man's  will  and  choice,  or  the  refults  of 
them.     Ka^oAtf  yaq  h  Oeos  olSev  roug  re  a^loug  roov  aya^mv  xa)  Clem, 
ft^*  S&ev  roi  irpoa-yjxovTa  kxifotg  ii^axriv,     S««^p  yip  «r»V  owp^l  p,  j^^*. 
Tflov  jxfv,  T«v  8*  ow'  Tfpog  ^  o(rov  hrirrileioTrpros  fxafoj  ^'X*''*  '^^ 
kaurS  hivmiMV  e6epye<rlar  for  (fai^  Clemens  Alex,  in  his 
7th  of  the  Stromata,  where  he  clearly  and  fully  affirms 
our  prefent  doftrine)  Our  Lord  is  not  the  Saviour  offome 
and  not  of  others:  but,  according  as  men  are  fitly  difpofed, 
he  hath  di/iributed  his  beneficence  to  all.    St*  Auguftine  Qua^es^ 
faimfelf  fomewhere  fpeaketh  no  lefs;  or  rather  more  e  Tom.  W. 
PriBcedk  aliquid  in  peccatoribus,  faith  he,  quo,  9"^""^**  yS/de 
nandum  fnt  juftificati,  digni  effidantur  juftificatione:   c^occultiffi- 
idem prcecedit  in  aliis  peccatoribus  quo  digni  fint  obtufone.^^J^f** 
But, 

3.  If  all  thefe  confiderations  do  not  thoroughly  fatisfy  . 
us  concerning  the  reafon  of  God's  proceedings  in  this 
cafe,  we  may  confider  that  God's  providence  is  infcrutable 
and  impenetrable  to  us ;  that,  according  to  the  Plalimft, 
tfLs  God*s  mercy  is  in  the  heavefis,  and  his  fatthfidnefs^*'^^^ 
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I^SRM.  reacheth  to  the  clouds;  fo  his  righteoujnefs  is  Rke  the  great 
-LXXllL  mountains,  (too  high  for  our  reafon  to  climb>)  am/  Am 
judgments,  icoKKyi  aStj9-<ros,  a  great  abyfs^  too  deep  for  our 
feeble  underftanding  to  fathom ;  that  bis  ways  are  more 
fubtile  and  fpiritual  than  to  be  traced  by  our  dim  and 
giofs  fight.     So  upon  contemplation  of  a  like  cafe,  al- 
though,  as  it  feems,  hardly  fo  obfcure  or  unaccountable 
as  this,  the  cafe  concerning  God's  conditional  rejeflion 
of  that  people^  whom  be  in  a  fpecial  manner  had  fo  much 
Rom.  xi.    and  fo  long  &voured,  St.  Paul  himfelf  doth  profefs.   That 
*^'  therefore  altiiough  we  cannot  fuDy  refolve  the  di£Sculty, 

we  notwithftanding  without  diftruft  (hould  adhere  to  thofe 
pofitive  and  plain  declaratictis,  whereby  God  r^refenteth 
t  Pet.  Hi.  9.  himfidf  feriouily  defignmg  and  eameftly  defiring.  That  all 
menfiiimld  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth ;  that  none 
Jhould  perifh,  hut  that  alljhoubl  come  to  repentance;  not 
doubting  but  his  declared  mind,  and  his  fecret  provi- 
dence>  although  we  cannot  thoroughly  difcerh  or  e2q>kun 
their  confiftency,  do  yet  really  and  ftilly  ctmlpire.  But 
no  farther  at  this  time. 


SERMON    LXXIV. 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF  UNIVERSAL  REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED  AND  EXPLAINED. 


I  Tim.  iv.  lo. 

The  living  God;  tuho  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men, 

efpecially  ofthofe  that  believe. 

8.  As  our  Saviour  was  fuch  to  all  men  by  his  do6irihey  SBRM. 
ox*  the  general  difcovery  of  all  faving  trutfi;  fo  may  he  LXXIV, 
t)e  efteemecj  fuch  in  regard  to  his  exemplary  praftice  j  — — - 
whereby  upon  the  open  ftage  of  the  world,  and  in  the 
common  view  of  all  that  would  attend  unto  him,  be  did  re-- 
prefent  allying  pattern  of  all  goodnefs;  by  imitating  which, 
MTC  may  certainly  attain  falvation.  He  that  will  confider 
his  praftice  fhall  find  it  admirably  fitted  for  general  ii>^ 
ftrudion  and  imitation ;  calculated  for  all  places  and  all 
ibiis  of  people ;  fuited  to  the  complexion^i  to  the  oapa^ 
titles,  to  the  degrees,  to  the  callings  of  all  men ;  fo  that 
every  fort  of  men  may  from  it  draw  profitable  dire£lioilj 
may  in  it  find  a  copy,  even  of  his  particular  behaviour : 
for  he  was  a  great  Prince,  illuftrious  in  birth,  exceUe||t 
in  glory,  and  abounding  in  all  wealth}  yet  was  bom 
in  obfcurity,  lived  without  pomp,  and  feemed  to  pof- 
fef9  nothing;  fo  teaching  men  of  high  rank  to  be  fo«- 
ber,  mild,  and  bumble ;  not  to  reft  in,  not  to  regard 
much,  not  to  hug  and  cling  to  the  accommodationft 
and  fhows  of  worldly  (late ;  teaching  thofe  of  mean  4iK 
gree  to.  be  patient,  content,  and  cheerful  in  their  ftatson. 
He  vraii  exceedingly  wife  and  knowing,  wttboUt  bound 
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SERM.  or  meafure;  yet  made  no  oftentatton  of  extraordinary 
LXXIV.  knowledge,  of  (harp  wit,  of  deep  fubtilty ;  did  not  vent 
high,  dark,  or  intricate  notions ;  had  in  his  pra&ice  no 
reaches  and  windings  of  craft  or  policy ;  but  was  in  his 
dodxine  very  plmn  and  intelligible,  in  his  praSice  very 
open  and  clear;  fo  that  what  he  commonly  laid  or  did, 
not  only  philofophers  and  fiatefinen,  but  almoft  th6 
fim{deft  i^ots  might  eafily  comprehend;  fo  that  thofe 
might  thence  learn  not  to  be  conceited  of  their  fuper- 
iluous  wifdom;  thefe  not  to  be  difcouraged  in  their 
harmlefs  ignorance ;  both  having  thence  an  equally  fuf* 
ficient  inftru£tion  in  all  true  righteoufnefs,  a  complete 
t  Tim.  liL  dire^on  in  the  paths  to  happinefs,  being  thereby  o-ofig^ 
yoi  %U  a'oonipiavy  made  wife  and  learned  to  falvation.  He 
did  not  immerfe  himfelf  in  the  cares,  nor  engage  himfelf 
into  the  bufinefles  of  this  world;  yet  did  not  withdraw 
himfelf  from  the  company  and  converfation  of  men :  he 
retired  often  from  the  crowd,  that  he  ntiight  converfe 
with  God  and  heavenly  things;  he  put  himfelf  into  it, 
that  he  might  impart  good  to  men,  and  benefit  the  world, 
declining  no  fort  of  fociety ;  but  indifferently  converfing 
with  all ;  difputing  with  the  doAors,  and  eating  with  the 
publicans ;  whence  thereby  both  men  of  contemplative 
and  quiet  difpofitions  or  vocations,  and  men  of  bufy  fpirits, 
or  of  a6live  lives,  may  be  guided  refpeftively ;  thofe  not 
to  be  morofe,  fupercilious,  rigid,  contemptuous  toward 
other  men ;  thefe  not  to  be  fo  poffeffed  or  entangled  with 
the  world,  as  not  to  referve  fome  leifure  for  the  culture  of 
their  minds,  not  to  employ  fome  care  upon  the  duty  of 
piety  and  devotion ',  both  may  learn,  whether  in  private 
retirements,  or  in  public  converfation  and  employment, 
efpecially  to  regard  the  fervice  of  God  and  the  benefit  of 
men :  thus  was  the  example  of  our  Lord  accommo- 
dated for  all  men;  efpeciaJly  conducing  them  in  the 
hardeft  and  rougheft  parts  of  the  way  leading  to  blifs,  the 
acclivities  and  afperities  of  duty ;  felf-denial,  or  negleft 
of  worldly  glory  and  flefhly  pleafure,  patience,  humility, 
general  charity;  {hewing  us  the  poffibility  of  performing 
fuch  duties,  and  encouraging  us  diereto.    Through  thefe 
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diiBcuIt^and  dangerous  paflages  (as  a  refolute  chieft^  of  SEIilVC 

life)  he  undauntedly  marched  before  us,  charging,  beat-  LXXIV. 

ing  back,  and  breaking  through  all  oppofite  forces,  ^'A^x^is 

enemies,  all  temptations,  all  obftacles;  enduring  pdWully  ^•... 

the  mod  furious  aflault^  of  the  world  5  boldly  withftand-  ^. 

ing  and  happily  conquering  the  mod  malicious  rage  of 

hell ;  fo  that  viftory  and  falvation  we  fhall  be  certain  of, 

if  we  purfue  his  fteps,  and  do  not  bafely  (out  of  fdintneft  !?«•"•«• 

or  falfehood)  defert  fo  good  a  leader ;  we  (hall  not  fwl  of 

the  unfading  crown,  if  with  patience  we  run  the  race  that  Heb.  xiu  «• 

isfet  before  us,  looking  unto  the  Captain  and  PerfeSier  of^^^^J^f* 

our  fait hy  Jefus,  who,  for  the  joy  propofed  unto  him,  «i- »7  **' ^•^•» 

dured  the  crofs,  de/pifed  thejliame,  and  hath  fat  down  nt    fifing 

the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God.    Would  it  not  raifel***..  , 

-1  .    /I  r-      1  •  1  ^  Rev.  11. 10. 

and  mname  any  courage  to  lee  his  commander  to  adven-  Jam.  L 13. 

Iwre  fo  boldly  upon  all  hazards,  to  endure  fo  willingly  all 

hardfhips  ?   Whom  would  not  the  fight  of  fuch  a  fore-  n^^/K«f. 

runner  animate  and  quicken  in  his  courfe  j  who,  by  run- ^**'*  ^  *®* 

ning  in  the  ftraight  way  of  righteoufnefe  with  alacrity 

and  conilancy,  hath  obtsdned  himfelf  a  moil  glorious 

crown,  and  holdetb  forth  another  like  thereto,  for  the 

reward  of  thofe  who  follow  him  ?  Now  as  our  Lord's 

do&rine,  fo  did  his  example,  in  the  nature  and  defign 

thereof,  refpe£l  and  appertain  to  all  men,  it  being  alfo 

like  the  light  of  heaven,  a  common  fpeftacle,  a  public 

guide,  to  guide  our  fleps  in  the  way  of  peace:  if  it  do  not 

appear  fo,  if  it  do  riot  effeftually  dire6t  all,  it  is  by^ac^ 

cident  and  befide  God's  intention ;  it  is  by  the  fault  of 

them  who  (hould  propound  it,  or  of  them  who  have  not 

eyes  fit  or  worthy  to  behold  it ;  briefly,  What  was  fdd 

concerning  the  imiverfal  revelation  of  Chriftian  dodrine 

may  be  applied  to  Chrift^s  pradice. 

9.  Jefus  is  the  Saviour  ofallmen,Sis  having  combated 

and  vanquiflied  all  the  enemies  of  man's  welfare  and  hap- 

jnnefs ;  difppiTeifipg  them  of  all  their  pretences  and  ufur- 

pations  pver  man,  difarming  them  of  all  their  power  and 

fprce  agdnft  him ;  enabling  u^  to  withfiand  and  overcome 

them*    Man's  falvatio^i  bath  many  adverfaries  of  different 

oaiure  and  Jdnd  5  fome  dircSly  oppugning  it,  fome  for- 
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SERM.  Doally  prejudicing  it,  fome  accidentally  hindiering  it;  fondi 
LXXIV.  alluring,   fome  forcing,  fome  difcouniging  from   it,  or 
from  the  means  eonducing  to  it :  the  chief  of  them  we 
may  from  the  Scripture   (with  confent  of  experience) 
reckon  to  be  the  devilj  with  all  his  envy  and  mialice,  his 
.ufurpations,  his  delufions,  and  his  temptations  to  fin ;  the 
world,  with  its  fnares  and  baits,  its  violences,  perfecu<- 
tions,  and  menaces;  thtjle/h,  or  natural  concupifcenc^ 
with  its  bad  inclinations  and  propenfities  to  evil,  its  lulls 
and  pleafures ;  Jin,  with  its  guilt,  and  mifchievous  confe- 
quences ;  the  law,  with  its  rigorous  exa&ions,  hard  mear 
fure,  and  harfh  boding;  con/cience,  with  its  accufations 
and  complaints,  its  terrors  and  anguifhes;  div'vie  anger, 
with  its  efie£ts,  death  and  hell.    ^  All  thefe  our  Lord  hath 
in  feveral  and  fuitable  ways  defeated ;  as  to  their  malig- 
nity, contrariety,  or  enmity  in  refpefl:  of  man's  ialvation; 
he  hath,   as   Zachariah  prophelieth  in   his  Benedi£lus, 
Luke  i.  i\ffaved  us  from  our  enemies,  and  from  the  hands  of  all  that 
hate  us :  fo  that  being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  our 
enemies,  we  might  {anpoSoos)  fafely  and  fecurely,  without 
danger  or  fear,  ferve  him,  in  holinefs  and  righteotifnefs 
before  him  all  the  days  of  our  life. 
Matt.  xiii.       The  devil,  (that  enemy,  that   adverfary,  that   acctifer, 
LuIjc  xi.i  9,  thatyZa wJerer,  that  murderer,  that  greedy  lion,  that  crafty 
I  Pet.  V.  S'Jerpent,  the Jirong  one,  the  mifchievous  one,  the  dejlroyer,) 
Rev.  xii.  3,  who  ufurpcd  an  authority,  and  exercifed  a  domination 
Aasx  38  ^^^^  mankind,  as  the  prince  of  this  world;  who  made 
iJohnii.i4.prize  of  them,  captivated  them  at  his  pleafure ;  who  de- 
^hnxii'.^'^"^^^  them  under  the  power  (or  authority)  of  darknefe 
31.  xiv.  3o.and  wickednefs;    who   had  the   power  of  death;  him 
Ephef.ii.  2.  our  Saviour  hath  deftroyed  or  defeated,    {xotTripyrja-ev,  as 
a  Cor^  iv  4  ^^^  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  fpeaketh ;  that  is,  abolifhed 
Coloff.i.is.him  as  to  any  farther  pretence  of  empire  or  power  over 
fs^x'^Ts!  ^^  ^)  *^^  he  hath  dejefted  from  heaven,   {I  faw  Saian 
^TimM.  26.  like  lightning  falling  down  from  heaven;)  him  he  hath  cq/l 
Lukex.Is!^"^-  ^^^  ^  the  judgment  of  this  world,  now  Jhall  the 

John  xii. 
Sl.xvi.  11. 

Athan,  C9Htra  A^IU  p>  628. 
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prince  of  this  world  be  cqft  out :  all  his  works  he  hath  dif-  SErftM. 
folved :  For  thiscavfe,  faith  St.  John,  the  Son  of  God  did  LXXIV, 
appear y  that  he  might  diffblve  the  works  of  the  devil.    He  1  johniiLs. 
combated  thisjirang  one,  (this  mighty  and  dreadfiil  foe  of  M*"-*"- 
ours,)  and  bafSed  him,  and  boimd  him,  and  diiarmed  him, 
(taking  away  vawyir}Ja»  avra^  the  wh»le  armour  in  which  he  Lukezi.31, 
trufted,)  QxAfpoUed  him,  (ta^  crxfwi  hit^oL<r9,  rifled  all  his^^' 
baggage,  bare  away  all  his  inftruments  of  mifchief,)  and 
phmdered'all  his  houfe;  leaving  him  unable  (without  ourColoff,  if. 
fault,  our  bafenefs,  our  negligence)  to  do  us  mifchief,  (as  i j,^^,^^,^ 
is  intimated  in  the  12th  of  St,  Matthew,  and  nth  of  Stk  ^^^^^ *.:  i«^ 
Luke;)  yea,  lie  triumphed  over  all  thofe  infemal  princi-Eph.vi.'ii! 
palities  and  powers,  and  expofed  them,  as  St.  Paul  fidth :  |S*^^"\"* 
he  imparted  ta  his  difciples  ability  to  trample  upon  all  1  Pet.  ▼.  9- 
bis  power,  by  him  all  his  followers  are  fo  fortified; as  ^Oj^llvlYr 
conquer  the  wicked  one,  as  St.  John  fays:   he  affbrdetl^ 
light  to  difcover  aU  his  wiles  and /hares,  ffa'ength  andcou-^ 
rage  to  with/land  all  his  ajfaults,  to  repel  all  his  fiery  darts, 
to  put  him  to  flight. 

The  world  alfo  (that  is^  the  wicked  princijdes,  the 
bad    cufloms,  the    naughty  converfation   and   example 
which  comnoonly  prevail  here  among  men  3   alluiing  to 
evil  and  deterring  from  good ;  the  cares  alfo,  the  riches, 
the  pleafures,  the  glones  of  the  world,  which  poflefs  or 
diflra4*l  the  minds,  fatiate  and  cloy  the  defires,  employ  all 
the  affe&ions  and  endeavours,  take  vcp  the  time  of  men ; 
aU  in  the  world  which  fafleneth  our  hearts  to  earth,  and 
to  thefe  low  tranfitory  things  ;  or  which  fink  them  down 
toward  hell;*  and' which  detain  them  from  foaring  toward 
heaven)  is  an  enemy,  an.  irreconcileaUe  enemy  to  our  fal-> 
v%tion;:the^  ^endfliip  thereof  being  inconfiflent  with  a 
fdendfliip  in  us  toward  the  God  of  our  falvation ;  or  in 
him-  toward  u^  :  for  the  frietidjhip  of  the  world,  is  enmity  Jam.  \y.  4. 
wit^i  God  ,•'  and.  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  friendflup  1  John  u. 
of^  the  ^Bather-  is  not  in  him.    And  this  enemy  our  Locd  ^^*    ^ 
hath  vanquifHed^  and  enabled  us  to.  overcome.    Be  qfji^tmxfi* 
courage,- fakh^he,  I  have  overcome  the  world:  Ae,  by  a.con-i®®* 
ftflnt  fdf^^deaial  asid  temperance,  defeated  the  bewitching 
pleaiuies  and^flattermg  glones  of  it  y  he^.hy  an  incmiover 
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SBRM.  able  patience,  baffled  the  terrible  frowns  and  outrage6u§ 
LXXIV . violcnceg  of  it;  he,  by  a  refolute  and  invincible  mainte- 
nance of  truths  in  great  meafure  routed  and  diffipated  the 
errors  and  oppofitions  thereof;  he,  by  a  general  and  in- 
tenfe  charity,  furmounted  thfc  provocations^  envies,  and 
enmities  thereof;  lie  did  it  himfelf  for  us,  and  he  alfo  ena- 
bled us  to  do  it ;  fumifhing  us  with  fufficient  ftrength,  and 
fit  weapons,  whereby  we  may  combat  and  conquer  it; 
may  fuftsun  and  repel  its  force ;  may  (hun  and  elude  its 
1  John  T.    baits ;  for,  every  one  that  (by  faith  in  him)  is  bom  of  God, 
*»  *•         doth  overcome  the  world:  and  this  is  the  vi&ory  that  over- 
comes the  world,  our  faith :  Who  is  he  that  overcomes  the 
world,  hut  he  who  believes  that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God? 
In  all  thefe  things  (that  is,  in  whatever  concerns  the  world 
Rom.  viii.  and  its  enmity ;  tribulation,  or  dlftrefs,  or  perfecution,  or 
a^Cor.  u.  ^o.mine,  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  or  fword)  we  are,  faith  St, 
»*•    .        Paul,  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  loves  usi 
'  thanks  be  to  God,  which  always  caufeth  us  to  triumph  m 
Chriji:   our  Lord  hath  procured  for  us  hopes  that  will 
raife  our  minds  and  affe^iions  above  the  world ;  objefts 
employing  our  care  and  endeavour  far  beyond  it;  latb* 
fa6lions  that  will  cheer  our  hearts,  and  fatiate  our  defires 
without  it;   comforts   that  will  fupport   and  fufiain  our 
fpirits  againft  all  the  terrors,  all  the  aflaults,  all  the  evils 
thereof;  by  his  means  it  is,  tHat  we  have  no  reafon  either 
to  love  it,  or  to  fear  it,  or  to  value  it,  or  to  be  concerned 
about  it ;  but  to  contemn  it  as  a  thing  tmworthy  of  us 
and  below  us. 
Gal.  V.  24.      The  Jlejh  alfo  (that  is,  all  that  within  us  of  bodily 
temper,  or  natural  conftitution,  which  inclineth  and  fway- 
eth  us  to  vicious  excefs  in  fenfual  enjoyments;  which 
difpofeth  us  to  the  inordinate  love  of  ourfelves,  and  of 
other  creatures ;  which   liifts  againjl  the  fpirit^  and  is 
iCor.ii.i4.adverfary  thereto;   which  blindeth    and   darkeneth    our 
Matt.  XXVI.  minds  in  the  apprehenfion  of  our  judgment  concerning 
QtiS,  V.  17,  divine  things ;  which  perverteth  and  diiableth  (enfeebleth) 
fs^'^'J"*    ^^^  w^^  '^^  ^^  choice  and  profecution  of  what  is  good; 
Jam.  i.  14.  which  difcompofeth  and  difordereth  the  affeftions   and 
paffions  of  our  foul ;  which  continually  enticeth  and  fe» 
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duceth  us  to  fin)  is  alfp  an  enemy  5  a  very  powerful,  very  SERM". 
ti^cherou9,  very  dangerous,  and  very  mifchievous  enemy  LXXIV. 
to  us  aud  our  welfare ;  rendering  us  enemies  to  God,  (for  . 

the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  agait/fi  God;  for  it  is  notJubjeSi  ^om.  vuU 
to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be,)  being  another  aom.  vii, 
law  in  owr  Tneffibers^  warring  againft  the  law  of  our  mind,  ^^    .. 
and  captivating  lis  to  the  law  of  fin;  engendering  and  Qai.  v.  19.* 
foftering  Xhokflefhly  lufts,  which  war  aganfi  the  foul;Q^ 
whofe  works  and  fruits  are  all  forts  of  intemperauce,  imr* 
purity,  pride,  envy,  contentioufnefs :  this  capital  enemy 
of  .oijirs  Pur  ]liOrd  did  in  his  own  perfon  firltfubdue,  rejeft- 
ing  all  the  f^gge{Uon9  and  thwarting  the  impulfes  there-? 
of;  entirely  fubmitjting  to  and  performing  the  will  of  God;  Luke  xx\u 
even  iu  willingly  drinking  that  cup,  which  was  fo  dif-.  xxvi!*38u 
tafteful,  fo  grievous  to  natural  will  and  flefhly  defire.    He  Johnzvii. 
So  conquer^  the  fiefli  in  himfelf  for  us ;  he  alfo  conquers  ^^  .. 
it  in  us,  by  the  guidance  and  aiHftance  of  his  grace  epr 
aUing  us  to  ^ithftand  it,  and  to  overcome  it.     The  law  q/*Rom.  Yiii. 
thefpirit  of  life  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  faith  St.  Paul,  hathfreed^' 
me  from  the  law  <ffin  and  death.    He  infufes  a  light  dif-  2  Cor.  jv. «. 
cuffing  thofe  fogs  which  ftream  from  carnal  fenfe  and  ap-  \  jobn  ii*' 
petite.;  fo  that  we  may  clearly  difcem  divine  truths,  the  J7- 
will  of  God,  the  way  to  bappinefs :  he  inferteth  principles  RSm.^i/a, 
of  Q>iritual  life  and  ftrength,  counterppifing  and  overfway-  pi^S  ^*  ®* 
ing  corporeal  ^nd  fenfual  pro|^p(4ions ;  fo  that  we  can  re-* 
ftrain  fenfual  deiires,  and  coniipofe  irregular  padions,  and 
fubmat  readily  to  God's  will,  and  obferve  cheerfully  God's 
law,  and  freely  comply  with  the  diftates  pf  the  Spirit,  or 
of  right  reafon;  hefo  continually  aideth,  encourageth,  and 
upholds  us,  that  we  can  do  all  things  through  Chri/i  /Aa/Phil.iv.  13. 
ftrengtbeneth  us;  fo  that  by  his  power  and  help  ^A^^^ndb^^dii.*' 
with  its  affeBiottS  and  lufis  are  crucified;  the  earthly  mem-  ^i* 
bers  are  mortified ;  the  old  man  {which  was  corrupted  ac- coioflCSi.' 
cording  to  deceitful  lu/is)  is  put  off;  the  body  of  fin  isfo  de-  *•  »^-  ?^- 
firoyed,  that  henceforth  wejhould  notfervefin  ;  fin  doth  not  Rom.  vi.  6," 
reign  in  our  mortal  bodies,  fo  that  we  (muft)  obey  it  in  '^Hcb^xji^j* 
hfis  thereof;  we  are  renewed  in  thefpirit  of  our  minds  ;Eph,iY,^Q. 
and  do  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  created  according  to  cqioff.  in. 
God  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs^,  !•• 
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^ER  M.  OxxvJiHs  alfo  are  very  grievous  enemies  of  ours^  loading 
LXXIV.  us  with  heavy  guilt,  (tinging  us  with  bitter  remorfe  and 
Hcb.  111.  4.  anxious  fear,  keeping  us  under  miferable  bondage^  expof- 
"^7  *.■"  i"g  ^s  to  extreme  mifchief  and  mifery;  them  our  Lord 
r»y*»«^v*<-  ^^^^  ^^o  routed  and  vanquifhed :  in  regard  to  this  per- 
'•'•  formance  was  the  name  Jefus  afligned  to  him ;  as  the 

Matt,  i.jii. angel  told  Jofeph:  She  Jhall  bear  a  Son,  and  thou  Jhalt 
15.*™  '*    ^^^^  ^^  name  JeJus,for  he  Jhall  J'ave  his  people  from  their 
fins:  [Fro/w  their  fins;  taking  in  all  the  caufes  and  the 
confequences  of  them  ;  ^  from  all  thofe  fpiritual  enemies, 
which  draw  us^  or  drive  us  into  them ;  from  the  gu'ilt 
and  obnoxioufnefs  to  punifhment,  the  terror  and  angiufh 
of  confcience,  the  wrath  and  difpleafure  of  God  following 
upon  them,  the  (lavery  under  their  dominion,  the  final 
condemnation  and  fuflferance  of  grievous  pains  for  them;] 
Rev.  i.  5.    the  guilt  of  fin  he  particularly  freed  us  from :  for  lie  loved 
*       **  ^^'uSy  and  wafiied  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood.     Chrift 
died  for  finners,  (for  us  then  being  finners,)  that  is,  that 
he  might  deliver  us  from  our  fins,  with  all  their  caufes, 
I  Ptft.  ii.     adjundls,  and  confequences.     He  bare  our  fins  in  his  own 
1  iohn  i/y.^o^y  ^'^  '''^  '^^^;  '/^^  blood  of  Chrift  cleanfeth  us  from  all 
li.  a.  iii.  ^'  fin;  he  is  tlie  propitiation  for  our  fins,  and  for  the  fins  of 
Hcb.  i.  ;i.    the  whole  world;  he  was  manifefled  to  take  away  our  fins; 
IX.  26,  2s.  Q^^^^  Ij^  ^^^  ^^  of  the  world  hath  he  appeared  to  put  away 
fin  (sif  a^6T>3(riv  dfjLu^lag,  to  the  abolition  of  fin)  by  the  fa* 
Rom.  iii.     orifice  of  himfelf;  we  are  jiiftlfied  freely  by  God's  grace, 
lA,  V.  ly.    (iiro7igh  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  by  his  ole* 
dience  many  are  covftiiiiied  righteous,  (or  free  from  the 
Rom.  iv. 5, g^Jlt   and  imputation  of  fin;)   he  juftifies  the  ungodly; 
covering  their  fins,  and  not  imputing  them  unto  them.     So 
doth  he  wipe  away  the  guilt  of  fin ;  and  he  voids  the 
Rom.  viii.  condemnation  paffed  for  them ;  for  there  is  no  condemnation 
^'  '^^'         to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus  ;  ivho  is  there  that  can  con^ 
demn,fince  Chrift  hath  died,  or  rather  hath  rifen  again  P 

He  hath  alfo  appeafed  God's  wrath  for  fin,  and  removed 
the  effefts  of  it,  (the  punifhment  and  vengeance  due  to  fin 

^  'O  KoiS'os  i  uiis  TV  Oitf  0  Kuojeg  hfitiuy  rZ  yint  rZ*  av^^ixvit  ^tm  t»v  IhUu  xara- 
Sat/,-  z^ky^piTdrtiv  urilijxi  r'/iv  ffurri^ictv,  iW  oXov  rov  eiv^^MVov  reus  eifiitcfriius  i^i- 
'^cui^oi  frecar.s  xfAu^rixi  i?.iv^souf^,      Dar/firjus  Epiji.  apud  Tkcod,  v.  9. 


qfferted  and  edtplcAned.  "■  419 

and  threatened  for  it :)  fo  ihdX  being  enemies^  u/e  were  re^  SBRM. 
conciled  to  God  by  the  death,  of  his  Son^;  being  jyftified  by  ^^XIV. 
faith  J  we  have  peace  with  God y  through  our  Lord  Je/iisKom.  v.  10, 
Chriji:  Jefus  is  the  b  fnjoftsvogy  luho  delivers  us  from  the^' 
wrath  to  come  ;  being  jvjiified  by  his  bloody  wejhall  befaved  1  Thcff.  i. 
by  him  from  wrath.  Rom.  v.  9. 

The  ftrength  and  dominion  of  fin  he  hath  alfo  broken^ 
by  the  grace  afforded  us,  whereby  we  are  able  to  refill 
"and  avoid  it :  fo  that^w  henceforth  Jhall  not  domineer  over 'Rom.  yrU 
nSy  or  reign  in  our  mortal  body :  Being  freed  from  fn,  ^^\t*  6?'^*' 
are  en/laved  to  righteoufnefs^  and  made  fervants  to  God* 
The  body  of  fin  is  dejlroyed^fo  that  we  no  longer  ferve  fin . 
Whence  confequently  he  hath  fubdued,  utterly  weakened,     - 
or  quite  deftrqyed  (as  to  any  force  or  mifchievous  in- 
ilaence  upon  us)  thofe  other  adverfaries,  which  depend 
upon  fin,  and  by  its  power  oppofe  and  afBift  us. 

Oiir  confcience  is  fuch  an  enemy  accufing  us,  condemn- 
ing us,  vexing  us  with  the  memory  and  fenfe  of  fin; 
:fuggefting  to  us  the  depth  of  our  guilt,  and  the  danger  of 
our  (late,  terrifying  us  with  the  e^peftation  of  punifhment 
^and  vengeance :  but  our  Lord  (by  fecuring  us  of  mercy 
and  favour  upoii  repentance  and  fincere  obedience)  hath 
filenced  and  fl:illed  this  adverfary ;  hath  by  Ms  blood,  as  the  Hcb.  ix.  14. 
Apofl:le  to  the  Hebrews  fays,  purged  our  cortfcience  from 
dead  works;  hath  delivered  them,  who  through  fear  ofutb. \u  15. 
death  were  all  their  life-time  fubJeSi  to  bondage;  fo  that 
thence  ^ve  obtain  a  fteady  peace  of  mind,  a  joyfiil  fatif- 
fa&ioii  in  the  fervice  of  God,  a  comfortable  hope  of  future 
blifs :  peace f  comfort ,  and  joy  are  the  adjun6ts   of  that  Rom.  xv. 
ftate  he  (hall  put  us  into,  and  the  fruits  of  that  Spirit  ^^q^^'Hi 
befloweth  on  us. 

The  Law  alfo  (in  its  rigour,  as  requiring  exaft  obedi-  Gal.  H.  ic. 
ence^  and  as  denouncing  vengeance  to  them  who  in  any  H^^Vii. 
point  violate  it)  is,  by  reafon  of  our  weaknefs  and  inability  l^om. ». 
fo  pcrfe&ly  to  obfetve  it,  an  eneiny  to  Us;  juftifying  nooai. liuia. 
mipa,  perfe£ting  no  man,  caufing,  increafing,  aggravating,  ^^-    .. 
quickening,  declaring  fin ;  yielding  occafon  to  Jin  of  killing  iv.  is.  hu  * 
us,  working  wrath,  minytering  death  and  condemnation,^?^^' ^^^ 
fulnedina  us  to  0,  curfe^  as  St.  Paid  teacheth  us :  but  our  n.     ,' 

^     -^  ^  *^  BCa  lCor.xv.5 
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SBRM.  I^rd^  by  mitigating  and  jabatbg   the  extreme  ngov 
LXXlV.tbereirf,  .by  procuring  an  acceptance  of  fincere  (thou|^ 
tCor.i'ti.    Qot  accurate)   obedience^  by  purchafing  and  difpenfing 
7r9.         pardon  for  tranfgrefiion  thereof  upon  r^>entance,  by  con- 
ferring competent  ftrength  and  ability  to  perfonn  it  ia  an 
acceptable  degree^  hath  brought  under  this  Adveriary; 
Gid.iU.  i3.]^th  redeemed  us  from  the  airfe  of  the  law  ;  haxhju^fied 
ai,  St.  if.  ^ond  imputed  righieoufnefs  to  jus  u/khoui  the  wiorks  jof  ibe 
6.  vVu  6, 4.  i^^^  (without  fuch  pun&ual  peifonnancea  as  the  lav 
Gti.  V.  IS,  exafits:)  we  are  delivered  from  the  iaw,  {as  to  tbpie  efiefis 
of  it ;  the  condesaning,  difcourf^ng^  enflavin^  us,)  we 
.ceafe  to  be  luider  the  law,  (in  .thofe  xefpe£ls>)  'being  under 
^race,  being  led  by  the  Spirit,  as  St.  Paul  iteUs  us.    Tjbe 
Law  indeed  is  dill  our  rule,  our  guide,  o\ir  governor }  we 
are  obliged  to  follow  and  obey  It ;  :but  it  ceafes  to  be  s 
tyrant  over  us,  a  tormentor  of  us. 
1  Cor.  XV.       Death  is  alfo  an  enemy,  (The  Iqfi  ^nemjf^  &itb  St.  Paul, 
ivfdchjhall  ke  deftroyedy  is  death,)  the  ^nemy,  {i^hich  fla- 
tuiaUy  we  moft  fear  and  abominate  ^  that  .wUch  would 
utterly  deftroy  us. 
Aasii.  24.      This. enemy  our  Lord  hath  yanquiflied  and  deflroyed: 
20.        *  by  his  death  and  refurreftion  he  opened  the  way  to  a 
Aas  XXVI.  happy  immortality ;  he  aboli/bed  death,  and  brought  life 
Coi.  i.  18.   and  immortality  to  light  by  the  Gojpel:  He  by -his  death 
J^lluis.^f^^l^^  Aim  that  had  the  power  of  death;  and  delivered 
'A^fiyis     them,  who  by  fear  of  death  were  through  their  whole  lift 
s'rifn.  i.   fubjeSl  to  bondage  ;  he  pulled  out  fin,  which  is  the  ftiqg  of 
]$'    ..       death,,  and  reverfed  the  fentence  of  condeimnation,  to 

HcD«  II.  14.  ___ 

Rom.  vi.     which  we  all  flood  obnoxious.    T/ie  wages  of  fin  (thiit 
^®'  which  we  had  deferved,  and  was  by  law  due  to  us  for  it) 

was  death  ;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  everlqfting  Ijfe,  by  Jefus 
Chriji  our  Lord, 

Laftly,  Hellf  (that  is,  utter  darknefs,  extreme  difcom- 

fort,  intolerable  and  endlefs  mifery,)  the  moft  difiual  of 

all  enemies,  our  Lord  hath,  by  the  virtue  of  his  merits, 

^id  the  power  of  his  grace,  put  us  into  a  capacity  of 

1  Theff,  i.  avoiding ;  He  hath,  as  St.  Paul  before  told  u^,  deUifered  w 

1  Cor.  XV.  from  the  wrath  to  come.     0  Hell^  where  is  thy  viBory  I 

Rev  XX     ^^^l^  ^^d  hellJhaU  be  qqfi  into  thfilake  qf^re. 
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Thus  hath  our  Lord  in  our  behalf  vanquiihed  and  de*  SERM, 
feated  every  thing  that  is  oppofite  or  prejudicial  to  oul\I»XXIV. 
lalvation  and  welfare.  Many  indeed  of  thefe  things  do  in 
a  more  immediate,  more  peculiar,  and  more  fignal  manner 
concern  the  faithfiil  members  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  and 
are  dire^ly  applied  to  them;  yet  all  of  them  in  fome  fort, 
aceonfing  to  God's  defign,  and  in  refpe6l  to  a  remote 
capacity,  may  be  referred  to  all  men.  They  are  benefits 
which  God  inteiided  for  all  men,  and  which  all  men  (if 
they  be  not  faulty  and  wanting  to  themfekes)  may  db- 
taiii.  How  they  more  efpecially  appertain  to  the  faithlul> 
w6  may  fliew  afterward. 

APPLICATION. 

I.  Hence  anfetb  great  matter  and  caufe  of  glorifymg 
God;  both  &om  the  thing  itfelf  and  its  extent;  for  the 
ma^ittude  of  beneficence  is  to  be  eitimated,  not  only  ac- 
cordi]%  to  the  degree  of  quality,  but  according  to  its  adi-' 
pKtude  of  objed:' :  to  redeem  any  doth  fignify  goodnefs, 
to  redeem  many  doth  increafe  it,  to  redeem  all  doth  ad- 
VJUice  it  to  the  higheft  pitch ;  the  more  are  obliged^  the 
greater  is  the  glory  due  to  the  benefa^kor. 

Hence  t!he  earth  being  full  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord; 
the  Lord  being  gracious  unto  ally  and  his  mercy  being  over 
aU  hie  worksy  all  creatures  panaking  of  God'a  bounty^^  is 
fo  often  infifted  upon  in  thoie  divine  hymns,  as  a  ground 
of  praile  to  God. 

Some  do  indeed  fpeak  of  glorifying  God  for  his  dif- 
criminatkig  griace,  as  if  grace  the  narrower  it  weris'  the 
heMitt  it  were :  but  is  not  felfiflinefs  and  envy  at  the  hot* 
t6aaf  of  this?  Is  not  this  the  difpofition  of  thoie  in  the - 

Go^l)  who  murmured is  thine  eye  evil  heeaufe  mime 

is  good  f 

It  is- dangerous  to  reftrain  God^s  benevolence  aiid  b^e- 
ficence  ^dthin  bounds  narrower  than  they  rdialiy  ire; 
thereby  dimkuihing  his  glory. 

A  Hereby  is  difebvered  the  general  dblig»li<Mi  of  men 
t*  \&r^GoAi  to  pi^e  htm,  to  ferve  him  hi  f<M^  of  his 
goodnefs^  in  regard  ta  his:  b^neieenet,  o«C  aX  gril^tade 
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S  BRM.  towahl  him.  If  God  hath  been  fo  kindly  affe&ed  towatd 
I^XXIV.  men,  and  io  careful  of  their  welfare,  as  for  procuring  and 
"  promoting  their  falvation  to  provide  a  Saviour  for  them,  to 

defign  his  own  beloved  Son  to  that  performance,  in  pro- 
fecution  thereof  deprefling  him  into  fo  low  a  ftate,  expofing 
him  to  fuch  inconveniences  and  indignities,  fucfa  crofles, 
and  affli£Uons,  how  much  are  then  all  men  obliged  to  love 
him,  as  their  gracious  friend  and  beneiaApr;  to  praife  and 
celebrate  him  for  his  favour  and  mercy,  to  render  aU  bleflf* 
Rev.  V.  9.  ings  and  thanks  unto  him  ?  This  certainly  is  the  duty  of 
CoLLia*.  ^9  ^^  ^^  redemption  in  God's  defign  reach  to  all;  other-, 
wife  in  reality  it  lieth  on  few,  in  pr^flice  it  could  fcarce 
touch  any.  They  cannot  be  obliged  to  thank  God  for 
their  redemption,  who  are  not  obliged  to  him  for  the 
thing  itfelf;  they  cannot  heartily  rcfent  the  kindnefs,  who 
are  not  aflured  that  it  extends  to  thqm :  and  to  fuch  affiir- 
ance  (according  to  the  do£):rine  of  particular  redemp- 
tion) it  is  certsdn  that  very  few  men,  efpecially  of  the 
beft  men,  can  arrive;  it  is  a  queftion  whether  any  men 
arrive  thereto, 

According  to  the  fenfe  of  all  men,  it. is  alfo  nO  eafy 
thing  to  know  certainly,  whether  a  man  at  prefent  be  in 
the  ftate  of  grace :  and  he  that  doth  not  know  that,  can- 
not (except  upon  the  fcore  of  general  redemption)  be  af- 
fured  that  he  is  redeemed;  and  therefore  cannot  thank 
God. 

It  hath  been  the  common  doftrine  of  Chriftendom  for 
fifteen  hundred  years  together,  that  no  man  (without  a 
fpecial  revelation)  can  in  this  life  be  aflured  of  his  perfe- 
verance,  and  confequently  not  of  his  falvation ;  and  confe- 
quently  not  of  his  eleftion  or  redemption,  in  cafe  only 
they  who  are  faved  are  in  the  defign  of  God  redeemed : 
no  man  therefore,  without  that  fpecial  revelation,  can  thank 
God  heartily  for  his  redemption,  as  being  uncertain  there- 
of, it  being  a  fecret  referved  in  God's  breaft. 

It  is  yet  a  farther  difficulty,  fuppofing  a  man  to  have  a 
good  aflurance  of  his  prefent  flate,  to  be  afliired  of  his 
final  perfeverance  in  it :  which  he  that  ha,th  not,  cannot 
(except  upon  the  faid  fcore)  thank  God  for  it. 
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The  beft  men  efpecially,  who,  out  of  modefty  and  hu  SERM. 
mility,  are  apt  to  doubt  of  their  prefent  ftate ;  who  ftudy-  LXXIV. 
ing  their  hearts,  and  difcovering  many  imperfe<9ion8  in 
themfelves ;  who  refleding  on  their  lives,  and  obferving  in 
them  many  defeats,  are  apt  to  queftion  whether  they  are 
^laHfied  for  God's  favour,  or  fitted  for  the  future  apcount 
and  enjoyment  of  heaven ;  who  confidering  the  treachery 
cjf  their  hearts,  the  feeblenefs  of  their  reafon,  that  un- 
fteadinefs  of  their  refolution,  will  be  apt  to  fear  they  may 
fall  away,  will  be  rendered  hence  uncapable  to  give  Grod 
thanks  for  their  redemption:  only  the  bold  and  blind 
bayards  (who  ufually  out  of  felf-conceit  are  fo  exceed- 
ingly confident  of  their  eleftion  and  lalvation)  will  be  able 
to  praife  God  for  it. 

Hence  the  aflurance  of  falvation  happening  to  few,  and 
of  them  to  much  fewer  upon  good  grounds;  it  being  ne- 
ceffary  to  none,  it  being  perhaps  (yet  far  more  probably, 
according  to  the  general  fenfe  of  Chriftendom)  groundlefs 
to  any ;  few  or  none  are  capable  to  render  God  praife  and 
thanks  for  it :  fo  (hall  he  lofe  in  efiedt  all  thanks  for  the 
greateft  benefit  he  did  ever  confer  on  mankind. 

It .  is  therefore  a  dangerous  opinion,  which  checketh 
their  gratitude,  which  ftoppeth  their  mouths  from  praifing 
God,  which  fo  depriveth  God  of  his  due  praife.  It  is 
much  more  fafe  to  praife  God  for  the  benefits  we  con- 
ceive we  have,  but  have  not,  than  to  negleft  to  praife  him^ 
for  that  we  have. 

3.  This  doftrine  doth  afford  great  matter  of  comfort. 
If  a  man  refle£king  on  his  own  heart  and  ways  (obferving 
in  them  many  blemiihes  and  defe6ls)  is  apt  to  be  difcou-' 
raged,  yet  it  will  raife  him  to  confider,  that  be  is  not 
thereby  excluded  from  a  poflibility  of  falvation,  feeing  he 
18  aflured  of  God's  favourable  inclination>  and  who.  hath 
exprefled  fo  miuch  good- will  and  favour  toward  him  in  his 
redemption ;  feeing  he  is  perfuaded,  that  he  hath  a  Savi- 
our fo  kindly  and  pitifully  affefted  toward  him;  who 
wiiheth  him  weU;  who  is  concerned  in  his  falvation,  that 
he  might  not  be  croiTed  or  defeated  in  his  defigns,  that  he 
might  not  lofe  the  efieds  of  his  ^deavoub,  the  price  of 
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SERM.  his  blood.    But  he  that  feeth  himfelf  m  fo  doubtful  aeon- 
LXXIV.  dition,  as  to  his  own  qualifications,  and  withal  hath  no 
alTurance  that  God  was  ever  gracioufly  <fifpofed  toward 
btiDj  cannot  but  thereby  be  much  difcooraged. 

This  do£tiine  therefore  is  fafe  and  ufefol ;  it  can  do  v6 
man  harm ;  it  may  do  him  great  good,  by  gtvif^  hin 
hopes  of  being  affified  and  accepted  by  his  Redeemer. 
But  the  other  is  dangerous,  as  tending  to  difcourage  and 
deje£k  men* 

4.  This  do£lrine  is  a  great  incitement  to  the  perform- 
ance of  duty;  both  as  working  upon  men's  ingenuity,  and 
difpofing  them  in  gratitude  to  fenre  (Sod,  from  the  refent- 
ment  of  their  obligation  for  fo  great  a  favour;  and  as  af- 
furing  them  of  acceptance  in  cafe  of  endeavour  to  obey. 
How  can  he  biit  be  moved  willingly  to  fervc  God,  who 
hath  an  apprehenfion  of  God's  fuch  merciful  defign  to  feve 
him  ?  of  his  having  done  fo  much  in  otder  thereto  ? 

But  how  can  he  be  moved  to  ferve  Grod  in  cotifiderauon 
of  fuch  a  benefit,  who  is  ignorant  of  its  being  intended 
him  ?  How  can  any  man  apply  himfelf  cheerfully  to  ferve 
that  mailer,  whofe  favourable  inclinadoh  toward  him^ 
whofe  readitt^fs  to  accept  his  fervice,  he  doubteth  of? 
1  Cor.  Ti.  The  Apoftles  propound  it  as  a  ground  of  gratitude,  and 
^°p  .  an  obligation  to  the  performance  of  duty,  that  they  are 
redeemed  by  Chrift ;  which  fuppofeth  they  do  all  know 
and  believe  it. 

Suppofing  Chrift  is  not  the  Redeemer  of  all,  but  of 
thofe  only  who  (hall  be  finally  faved,  thefe  grounds  of 
thankfulnefs  and  enforcements  of  duty  cannot  properly  or 
pertinently  refpeft  all  Chriftians,  and  indeed  only  thofe 
who  are  fure  of  their  falvation. 

My  thanking  Chrift  for  his  redeeming  me,  my  dili- 
gently ferving  him  as  my  Redeemer,  fuppofeth  my  opi- 
nion, and  is  groimded  upon  the  truth  of  his  being  really 
fo : — I  cannot  heartily,  confidently,  or  comfortably  do  it, 
except  I  know  it,  and  am  aflured  thereof;  which  I  cannot 
do,  except  Chrift  died  for  all  men,  or  that  I  am  aflufed  of 
my  particular  de£tion. 
So  that  either  Chrift  is  an  univerfid  Saviour,  or  the 
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grteteft  pkri  of  Gbrii&ths  are  difobliged  and  incapacitated  SEltM. 
reafonably  to  thank  hiihj  to  praife  him,  to  ftrve  him,  as  LXXIV. 
they  itte  ^^ined  to  do.  -,— — 

§.  it  i»  ft  great  ^^Vation  of  infidelity,  of  apdftafy, 
of  all  difbb^iic^,  that  we  are  guHty  of  thetn,  do 
ftviRrktb  the  dedgns  atid  undertakings  of  Chrift,  do  rejeft. 
ibfe  oVerti:^^  of  his  grace,  do  abufe  the  goodnefs  arid 
mercy  of  their  Redeemer  5  it  confequently  deterreth  from 
thofe  things. 

T/ii  Phanfee^  nhd  Lawyers  t^t&ed  ike  cminfelofGo^Luhtwiu 
iowa¥i  them  ;  (God  therefore  defigtted  their  good.)  ^®* 

Uowjftdll  We  tfcap^  thdt  negleB  fo  gteat  falvation  t  A  HeK  H.  3. 
fidvaiion  i^hich  they  trere  capable  of,  i;^hich  waJs  defigtied 
for  them,  which  was  oflbred  to  them;  oiherwife  there 
would  have  been  no  danger  in  negleAitig  it,  no  fauh  in 
dding  it; 

It  is  faid  of  the  Jews  at  Antioch  in  Pifidia,  that  theyAas  ziiu 
did  A#e»5iT<r^flti,  tktuft  away  the  Gejpel,  {th^  word  offalva-^^'  *** 
titn^  that  Was  fetit  theln,)  judging  themfelves  unworthy  of 
etHrfial  life:  God  did  thkik  fit  out  df  goodftefs  fefibufly  to 
offer  it  to  themfy  but  they  <Kd  not  think  fit  to  embrace  it. 

Dejptfe/l  thou  the  riches  of  God*s  goodnefs  P  How  dans  Petiii.9. 
any  tarn  ddfpife  thit  which  doth  n6t  concern  him,  which  ^^'  "*  ** 
never  was  offered  him,  iN^hich  at  leaft  he  hath  Tt6  gr^tlnd 
6f  (^iifid^fice,  that  ii  extendeth  t6  hiin  ? 

Thtfe  things  Ifpeak  that  ye  may  be  faved:  fo  bur  LorrfJohn  v.  34, 
faith  to  thbfe—**— fi/Ao  did  not  believe  in  him*  ^*' 

How  often  have  I  willed,  &c.  Matt,  xxiii. 

Dettying  tha  Lord  that  bought  them.  ^^^  ..  ,^ 

6.  It  b  H  grtet  e^icouragement  and  excitement  to  de- 
votion. Whd  cafi  be  backward  of  having  recburfe  to  lu^ 
VMmtxiktti  Of  of  ufing  hitf  i^ediation?  Whom  will  hot 
iiich  ail  ^xp^rimeM  of  gObdMdfs  invite  and  encourage  ? 

But  th^  coiitrary  apiprehenfion  muft  needs  damp  dev6- 
tion,  and  difcourage  from  it.  He  can  apply  himfelf  ib 
God  but  feititly  and  diftrttfiAiIlj^,  who  diftrufleth  whether 
he  hbAi  axxf  Redc^mef  tt  Mediator,  or  no;  who  mtift  thus 
eotioeive  tad.fky  to  tmnfdf :  Perfaap»  God  hath  loved  me, 
ftnd  perhaps  he  never  had  nor  will  have  itfSy  t^gard  id  ttiy 
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S£RM.  welfare.  "Perhaps  Chrift  died  with  intention  to  do  me 
LXXIV.  good ;  perhaps  he  never  did  mean  any  fuch  thing.  Per- 
haps  thofe  expreffions  of  kindnefs  founding  fo  generally 
do  not  include  me  ;  perhaps  I  am  excluded,  and  only  de- 
luded by  them.  When  a  man  cannot  fay  to  Chrift,  O  my 
Saviour ! — O  my  Mediator  !  &c.  nor  ufe  his  interceffion 
with  God  for  the  procurement  of  faith,  of  grace^  of  any 
good  thing. 

7.  It  is  a  ground  and  motive  of  charity;  there  arifing 
thence  a  more  confiderable  relation  between  all  men ; 
(being '^all  the  objects  of  Chrift's  love  and  mercy  fliould 
endear,  men  to  one  another ;  it  rendereth  every  man  va- 
luable in  our  eyes,  as  dear  and  precious  in  Grod's  fight. 
It  fhould  make  his  falvation  defirable  to  us. 

Pray  for  all  men^  faith  St;  Paul. 

The  contrary  opinion  removcth  this  ground  of  charity  j 
and  fo  cooleth  it. 

8.  It  fhould  cwifequently  render  us  careful  to  proipote 
the  ialvation  of  others,  and  fearful  to  hinder  it  by  ill  ex- 
ample, by  ill  doctrine,  by  any  mifbehaviour.  So  doth  St. 
Paul  argue,  when  he.  faith,  Deftroyeft  thou  him  for  iuliom 
Chrijidied? 

9.  It  is  a  piece  of  juftice  to  acknowledge  the  right  and 
intereft  of  every  man  in  his  Saviour. 

A  wrong  to  exclude  any;  to  confine  and  appropriate 
this  great  bleffing ;  to  engrofs,  to  inclofe  a  common  ;  to 
reftrain  that  by  forging  diftinftions,  which  is  fo  unlimit- 
edly  expreflfed. 

The  undertakings  and  performances  of  our  Saviour  did 
refpeft  all  men,  as  the  common  works  of  nature  do ;  as 
the  air  we  breathe  in,  as  the  fun  which  fhineth  on  us ;  the 
which  are  not  given  to  any  man  particularly,  but  to'  all 
generally ;  not  as  a  proper  inclofure,  but  as  a  common— 
they  are  indeed  mine,  but  not  otherwife  than  as  they  do 
belong  to  all  men. 

A  gift  they  are  to  all  equally,  though  they  do  not  prove 
tQ  all  a  bleflSng;  there  being  no  common  gift,  which  by 
the  refiifal,  negleft,  or  ill  ufe  of  it  may  not  prove  a  curfe 
"-^a  favour  of  death. 


SERMON    LXXV. 


THE  NATIVITY  OF  OUR  LORD,  TIDINGS  OF 
GREAT  JOY. 


Luke  iL  lo. 

And  the  angel  faid  unto  them,  Fear  not :  for,  lekold,  I 
bring  you  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  Jhall  he  to  all 
people^. 

XHE  proper,  bufinefs  of  a  feftival  is  fpiritual  joy,  con-  SERM. 
ceived  in  our  hearts  by  refleftion  on  fome  notable  bleifing,  LXXV. 
conferred  on  us ;  accompanied  with  a  grateful  fenfe  and. 
expreilipn,  anfwerable  to  the  fpecial  bounty  apd  mercy  of 
God,  in  due  proportion  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  that 
bleffing. 

.  Such  joy  is  a  duty,  or  a  part  of  religious  devotion,  re-.i  Theff.  v. 
quired  by.  God,  and  very  acceptable  to  him :  for  as  GodRo^,  jx\^ 
would  have  his  fervants  perpetually  content,  well  fatisfied,  ^^'    . 
and  cheerful  ia-all  fiates,  and  upon  all  occurrences ;  lb  he^ 
doth  efpecially  demand  from  us,  that  we  ihould  entertain. 
bis  favours  with  delight  and  complacence ;  it  being  pro«v 
per,  it  bdng  feemly,  it  being  juft,  fo  to  do :  for  fince  joy 
is  a  nati;iral  refult  of  our  obtaining  whatever  we  do  appre- 
hend good,  or  efteem  and  afie6l ;  the  conception  of  it  is  a 
plain  aigument,  that  we  do.  well  underfiand,  do  rightly 
prize^  do  cordially  like,  do  thankfully  embrace  God's  &-^ 
vours ;  as,  on  the  contrary,  a  defeft  of  it  doth  imply,  that 
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SERM.  we  do  not  mind  them,  or  take  them  to  be  little  worth, 
LXX  V.  that  we  do  not  fenfibly  relifli  them,  or  accept  them  kindly. 
And  if  ever  we  are  obliged,  if  ever  we  are  concerned  fo  to 
rejoice,  then  furely  it  is  now ;  when  the  fiEureft  occafion 
and  higheft  daufe  of  joy  that  ever  wiw  fe  pVefetited  to  us; 
when  certain  news  from  heaven,  and  the  beft  that  ever 
came  from  thence,  of  the  mod  admirable,  the  moft  glori- 
ous, the  moft  beneficial  event,  that  ever  happened  in  the 
world,  is  in  a  manner  fuitably  rare  conveyed  to  us ;  for, 
Behold,  faith  the  angel,  I  bring  you  tidings  of  great  jay^ 
which  Jhall  be  to  all  people. 

Upon  which  words  (each  whereof  is  emphatical,  and 
pregnant  with  matter  obfervable)  we  (hall  firft  make  a 
brief  defcant,  or  paraphrafe,  fupplying  the  room  of  a  curi- 
ous analyfis ;  then  we  (hall  urge  the  main  duty  couched 
hi  them. 

'IStf,  Behold :  This  is  a  word  denoting  admiration^  ex- 
citing attenliouy  intimating  ajfurance:  Behold,  and  admre; 
it  is  no  mean,  no  ordinary  matter,  that  I  report,  but  a 
mioft  remarkable,  a  very  marvellou6=  event :  Beholdy  and 
attend;  it  is  a  bufinefs  not  to  be  paflfed  over  with  fmaU  re- 
gard, but  moft  worthy  your  confideration,  of  high  mo- 
merit  and  edncemment  to  you.  Bek6ld  andjee;  it  is  no 
uncertain,  no  obfcure  thing ;  but  that  whereof  you  may 
be  fully  aflured,  as  if  it  were  moft  evident  to  your  fenfe, 
and  which  by  confpicuous  proofs  fliall  be  deiylonftrated ; 
in  the  mean  while  you  have  no  flight  authority  for  it :  for 
EuayyeX/^Ojxai,  /  brivg  good  tidings  ;  J,  an  angel,  a  fpe- 
cial  meffenger  of  God  purpofely  fent  on  this  errand,  that  by 
the  ftrangenefs  of  my  apparition  I  may  excite  you  to  re- 
gard it,  by  the  weight  of  my  teftimony  I  may  incline  you 
to  believe  it,  by  the  dignity  of  my  nature  I  may  declare 
the  importance  of  it ;  /,  a  faithftd  fervant  of  Grod,  and  a 
kind  friend  to  men,  very  willing  at  his  command  to  per- 
form good  offices  to  them,  do  bring  a  meflage  well  be- 
coming an  angeFs  mouth.  Worth  mydefcent  from  heaven, 
and  puttirig  on  this  vifible  fhape  :  for  J  bring 

Euayy«X»^ofwti  xapc^v  jj^eyiXviv,  good  tidings  of  great  joy  : 
I  bring  tidings  that  may  gfatiiy  the  curiofity  of  any  man. 


Tidings  ^ gr^ai  Jpy»  ;  42^ 

the  mipd  of  man  naturally  being  greedy  of  news :  gocifi  S?^RW* 
tidings;  ihofe  are  welcome  Ho  aU  sxten,  and  apt  to  yield  ^  •  -  >' 
more  pleafure  thap  ftny  knowledge  we  had  before:  ti^ng? 
^fVjl ;  fucb  as  may  not  only  minider  a  dry  fatisfa^Uon  tp 
your  ifc^afon^  but  fenfibly  touch  your  aflfedions^  by  th^ 
CQOKfortable  nature  and  beneficial  tendency  pf  them:; 
tidings  of  great  joy;  as  not  touching  any  indiflFe^ent  or 
■petty  .buiine&5  [but  affairs  of  ne^reft  concemBjient  ^i,nd 
hig^ft  ^confe^^ience  to  you :  (fuch^  indeed^  as  ypu  ihaliL 
.under(land>  which  dp  Qoncem  not  the  poor  i^t^ereCls  of 
itbis  world,  jnot  the  forry  pleafures  of  fenfe,  not  any  flew- 
der  advantage  of  your  prefent  life  and  temporal  fta^  3  bujt 
your  fpiritual  welfare,  your  everlafting  condition,  the  fiir 
ture  jOy  and  happinefe  of  your  fouls  5)  tidings,  indeed,  the 
fflftoft  .^ladfome  that  ever  founded  upon  earth,  that  ever 
enterod  into  mortal  ear :  thefe  I  Iring 

'Tp^if,  to  yquTf  to  yovijhepherds  ;  perfons  of  mean  condir 
tion  md  fimpje  capacity,  leading  xhis  innocent  and  humr 
hie  fort  of  life,  employed  in  your  honel^  vocation,  underr 
going  toilibme  labour  and  fore  hardChip;  witnefs  the  open  Luke  ii.  «• 
field,^  witnefs  the  cold  feafon,  widmefs  the  dark  night,  in 
which  I  find  you  watching  and  guarding  your  fheep ;  Psiupcribuf 
to  you,  who  could  expe6t  no  very  welcome  tidings ;  who  f^^bi^" 
are  little  concerned  in  any  jgreat  tranfaftions,  and  can  *c.   Bn^^^ 
have  fmall  ambition  or  hope  of  bettering  your  condition  s,r„^  i^ 
•by  iany  changes  here ;  even  to  you  (not  in  the  firfi  place 
to  the  mighty  princes,  to  the  croSty  Jiatefmen,  to  the  fagc 
philo/ophers,  or  learned  rallies,  to  the  wealthy  merchants^ 
or  fine  citizens,  who  now  are  warm  in  their  houfes,  enjoy.r 
ing  their  eafe  and  pleafure ;  repofing  on  their  beds,  or  .fit- 
ting by  their  fires,  or  revelling  at  their  banquets  and  fports; 
but  to  you)  poor,  harmlefs,  filly,  indufl:rious  fouls,  who  well 
jmaiy  reprefent  the  greater  and  better  part  of  mankind ; 
in  this  furprifing  and  abfolutely  free  way  the  gracious 
I^tord  of  heaven  by  me  his  fpecial  minifter  doth  vouchlafe 
ibo  fend  from  thence  tidings  of  great  joy :  which  {hall  be 

H«yri  T«p  Xo^b  to  all  people;  or  rather  to  all  the  People ;^^^  ^ 
ihat  Jb,  to  God's  ancient  and  peculiar  people,  in  regard  to  24.  x.  e\   • 
which  it  «^  f»id,  /  was  not  fenf  ltd  to  the  loft  Jhsep  ofthel^^'^i^ 

47.  A£U  xiil.  46.  l(a  ii.  3.  2ech  iz.  9^  Rom.  iz.  4* 
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SERM.  houfe  of  Ifrael;  to  that  people,  I  fay,  efpcclally,  prima* 
LXXV.  -xiXy^  and  more  immediately  this  joy  did  appertun ;  it,  by 
a  clofer  relation  to  God,  and  fpecial  intercft  in  his  pro- 
mifes,  having  plaineft  title  thereto ;  it,  from  anticipations 
of  knowledge,  faith,  and  hope,  being  more  capable  to  ad^ 
mit  fuch  an  overture  ;  it  indeed  being  the  reprefentativc 
of  all  the  fpiritual  Ifrael,  or  faithful  feed  of  Abraham,  for 
whom  the  benefits  which  thefe  tidings  import  were  de* 
figned ;  to  it  firft  indeed,  but  mediately  and  confequen* 
tially  to  all  people  difperfed  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
The  expreflion  feemeth  adapted  to  the  prefent  conceits  of 
that  nadon,  which  apprehended  nothing  about  God^s 
favourable  intentions  to  the  conmiunity  of  men :  but  in 
eflFeft  it  is  to  be  underftood  extenfively  in  reference  to  aH 
people :  for  the  Saviour,  the  Chrift,  the  Lord,  of  whom 
this  good  news  did  report,  was  not  only  to  be  the  Re- 
deemer and  Governor  of  that  fmall  people,  but  of  the 
world,  of  every  nation,  of  all  mankind :  here  indeed  we 
Luke  ii.  ai^have  icoivri  rm  Xauy  to  all  the  people;  but  in  the  nunc  dimit* 
its  of  old  Simeon,  we  have  vavrwv  rah  Xam,  of  all  tlie  peo^ 
Lukeii.  ao.p/e^:  Mine  eyes,  faid  he,  have  feen  thy  Jalvation,  which 
thou  haft  prepared  before  the  face  of  all  the  peoples-;  As  he 
lukeii.  oa.  was  the  glory  of  his  people  Ifrael ;  as  in  him  God  did  vifit 
Aftsxiii.47.^'^^  ^^^^^  ^hat  his  people;  fo  he  was  made  a  light  to 
ifa.  xlix.  6.  lighten  the  Gentiles^  and  to  he  for  faluation  to  the  uttermoji 
Luke  xu^s.cnds  of  the  earth  :  he  was  the  expeSiation  of  Ifrael;  but  he 
Hag.  11. 7.  was  like  wife  the  defire  of  all  nations :  he  was  deftined  ^0 

Pfal.  11. 8.  ,         .  u  u 

Mic.  V.  3.  ride  in  Sio?i ;  but  the  Heathen  alfo  were  given  for  his  in- 
heritanccy   and  the  uttermoji  parts   of  the  earth  for  his 

Ifa.  x'u.io.  pojfejfion :  he  was  the  root  of  Jeffe^  which  Jhould  Jlandfor 
an  enfgn  of  the  people^  to  which  the  Gentiles  Jhould  feek  ; 
he  was  that  royal  Perfon,  of  whom  the  Pfalmift  did  fing, 

Pfal.  ixxii.  Men  Jhall   be   blejfed  in  him;  all  nations  Jhall  call  him 

'7-  blejfed. 

.  He  was  to  be  born  by  nation  a  Jew,  but  a  man  by  na- 
ture; the  Son  of  man  was  a  ftyle  which  he  commonly  did 
own  and  affeft,  no  lefs  than  the  Son  of  Abraham^  or  of 

Gal.  iv.  4.  David;  he  was  born  indeed  under  the  latVy  but  of  a  luoman; 

Heb.  ii.  14.  and  therefore  brother  to  us  all,  as  partaker  of  the  fame 
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fiejh  and  blood:  hence  was  he  endued  with  an  human  SERM. 
compailion^  and  with  a  fraternal  affeAion  toward  all  men;  LXXV. 
hence  was  he  difpofed  to  extend  the  benefit  of  his  cha- 
ritable and  gracious  performances  unto  them  all. 

Judea  therefore  muft  not  ingrofs  this  angelical  Gofpel ; 
it  is  of  importance  mod  univerfal  and  unlimited^^  reaching 
through  all  fucceffions  of  time^  and  all  extenfions  of  place; 
filling  all  ages  and  all  regions  of  the  world  with  matter  and 
with  obUgation  of  joy :  hence  even  by  Mofes  anciently 
(according  to  St.  Paul's  interpretation)  were  all  nations  / 

upon  this  account  invited  to  a  common  joy ;  Rejoice,  (aid  Rom.  xr. 
he,  O  ye  nations  with  his  people.    Hence,  in  forefight  of  r)e\it.xxxii. 
this   event,  the   holy  Pfalmift  (as   the  Fathers  expound*®* 
him  c)  did  fing,  The  Lord  reignethy  let  the  earth  rejoiccj  let  Pfal.  xcrii. 
the  multitude  ofifles  he  glad  thereof:  hence,  Sing,  0  thou\^^^\  J[ 
barren,  thou  that  didjl  not  hear;  break  forth  into  fnging, 
Mnd.  cry  aloud,  thou  that  didft  not  travail  with  child — TAelfa.xxxv.i. 
wildernefs  and  the  folitary  place  Jhall  be  glad,  the  defert       / 
Jhall  rejoice  and  blojfom  as  the  rofe — Sing  unto  the  Lorii  a  ifa^xlii.  10. 
new  fong,  and  his  praifefrom  the  end  of  the  earth,  faid  the 
evangelical  Prophet  in  regard  to  this  difpenfation ;  in  fine, 
this  angel  himfelf  did  interpret  his  own  words,  when  in 
concert  with   the  heavenly  choir  he  fang  that  anthem. 
Glory  be  to  God  in  the  higheji;  on  earth  peace,  and  good'  Luk«  ii.14. 
will  Mward  men :  whence  we  may  colle6l  that  a  peace 
difiuled  over  the  earth,  and  a  good-will  extended  toward 
all  men,  were  implied  in  thefe  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all 
people. 

■  We  then  are  all  concerned  in  thefe  tidings,  and  we  may 
look  on  tliem  as  by  this  heavenly  Evangelifl:  imparted  to 
us ;  whence  our  duty  muft  be  to  liften  with  reverent  at- 
tention unto  them,  ferioufly  to  weigh  the  purport  of  them,  . 
diligently  to  contemplate  the  reafons  of  that  great,  joy, 
which  effeAually  (liould  be  produced  in  us  by  them,  as 
their  proper  and  due  refult ;  to  further  which  pradice,  let 
us  take  fdme  profpeft  of  this  Gofpel,  whereby  it  may  apr 

c  Tir  ff'^«4^«M'  t5  0»irn^H  W^anmt  ^9«X%yu,     TheoJor, 
Totum  md  Cbriftum  reyocemus^  fi  volumus  iter  re6ls  intelligentias  tenerc« 
/dmg.  m,  jy.  xc¥i.  7» 
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SERM.  pear  plea&nt^  and  apt  to  kindle  n  fprighUy  joy  in  our 
^^XXy.  hearts.  The  matter  of  it  is  the  nativity  of  pur  ever  blefled 
Lord  and  Saviour  Chrift  Jefus;  for.  To  yeUf  iaith  gur 
angel,  is  bom  this  day  a  Saviour^  who  is  Chrift  the  Lctdi 
^xi  occurrence  fraught  vtrith  all  tbe  greateft  caufes  of  jpy 
imaginable ;  as  importing  innumerable,  unexpreffibly  and 
unconceivably  vaft  advantages  thence  fpringing  to  us. 

It  doth  minifter  occafion  of  rejoicing  for  all  the  bleif- 
ings,  which  did  flow  from  each  of  his  (alutary  undertak- 
ings and  performances ;  for  all  the  mercies  purchafed  by 
the  merits  of  bis  obediencei  and  by  the  price  of  his  blood; 
for  all  the  graces  ifluing  from  his  difpeniation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  for  all  the  benefits  consequent  on  his  illuftrious 
refunrcAion,  afcenfion^  and  glorification;  as  being  a  good 
entrance  to  them,  yea,  a  great  progrefs  in  them,  and  a 
certain  pledge  of  their  full  accompliflunent :  for  all  the 
work  of  our  redemption  was  in  a  manner  achieved,  when 
our  Saviour  did  appear;  his  incarnation  was  the  great 
&tjf  toward  it,  as  bdbg  an  aft  of  the  humbleft  obedience, 
and  of  the  higheft  merit,  that  could  any  wife  be  perform- 
ed, for  fatisfying  the  juftice  of  God,  and  winning  his  fa-, 
vour  toward  us.    His  taking  up  life  may  well  feem  more 
meritorious  than  his  laying  it  down,  and  the  chief  paflSon 
which  he  could  ever  undergo ;  his  death  was  a  pafSon, 
great  as  death  could  be;  his  life  alfo  was  a  continual 
paffion,  or  exerdfe  of  huge  patience:  but  his  birth  feemeth 
to  be  the  greateft  and  ftrangeft  paffion  of  all ;  involving 
the   loweft  fubmiffion  and  the  deepeft  fufFering.     What 
nobler  facrifice  could  there  be,  than  God's  offering  him^ 
felf  up  to  mortality,  to  infirmity,  to  flavery  ?  What  obe- 
dience can  be  thought  of  comparable  to  that  which  he 
Heb.  X.  7.  did  exprefs,  when  he  l^d,  Lo,  I  come  to  do  thy  wHl,  0 
John  Tit  38.  God:  I  came  down,  not  that  I  might  do  my  own  will,  but 
the  will  of  him  that  fent  me.     For  him  to  defcend  from 
heaven,  the  region  of  light  and  blifs,  into  this  gloomy 
and  fad  world ;  for  him  in  a  manner  to  diveft  himfelf  of 
celeilial  majefty,  and  to  affume  the  form  of  a  fervant ;  for 
him  to  bc^  inclofed  in  a  womb,  and  to  come  out  wailing 
thence,  to  fuck  at  a  bread  for  life,  to  be  carried  in  arms. 


fidingsof  great  joy.  4^ 

And  laid  in  a  manger,  to  enter  on  a  ftage  of  bdttg  fo  vety  SEWRf* 
low  and  homely ;  for  him,  I  fay,  the  Lord  of  gloty^  thus  L^XV. 
to  empty  and  alafe  himfclf^;  may  not  this  reafonably  bephii.  h.;, 
deemed  more  than,  after  his  becoming  man,  to  fuftain  all  •• 
the  grievances  incident  to  our  nature  and  ftate  ?  Whence 
the  very  ejfumption  of  flejk  was^  faSth  St.  Athanafius,  the 
redemption  of  all  mankind^.    He  was  at  leaft  thende  en- 
gaged in  the  way  of  afking  and  fufiering  whatever  was 
needful  for  our  recovery;  and  having  gone  fo  far,  af- 
furedly  he  never  would  flinch  or  recoil,  but  would  go 
through  with  all;  being  come,  he  would  fhew  himfelf 
come  to  purpofe,  leaving  no  part  unfiniflied  of  his  grand 
defign* 

So  that  as  they,  who  celebrate  the  birth  of  a  prince,  do 
mean  thereby  to  exprefs  their  joy  for  all  the  good,  which 
they  do  hopefully  prefume  to  enjoy  from  his  proteftion 
and  conduft  afterward  in  all  his  life ;  and  as  they,  who 
welcome  the  fun-rifing,  do  imply  their  fatisfaftion  in  the 
conveniences  of  his  light  through  the  whole  enfuing  day} 
fo  may  the  nativity  of  our  Lord  afford  matter  of  rejoicing 
for  all  the  train  oiF  mighty  bleflings  which  do  fucceed  it. 
We  may  therefore  now  well  confider  him  bom  to  inftruA 
us  by  his  excellent  doftrine,  and  to  guide  us  by  his  per- 
feft  example ;  bom  to  merit  God's  mercy  and  favour  to- 
ward us,  by  an  entire  fubmiflion  to  God^s  pleafure  in  the 
whole  condufik  of  his  life,  and  in  the  final  reflgnation  of 
it ;  bom  to  renew  and  fan6tify  our  nature,  to  fupport  and 
ftrehgthen  us  in  obedience  to  God*s  commandments,  to 
fuccour  us  in  temptations,  to  comfort  us  in  diftrefles  by 
hia  grace  ;  bom  to  rear  himfelf  from  the  grave  for  con- 
firming our  faith,  and  enfuring  our  hopes  of  falvatioft ; 
bom  to  afcend  up  above  all  the  heavens  to  God's  right 
hand,  there  effeftually  to  intercede  for  us,  thence  libe- 

8.  C  Arr,  p.  385.  vid.  p.  618. 

A«;^v  If  ^1  rJiv  Uun^  wm^»m,  &C.     Greg,  Naz,  Or.  38.* 

Creatoris  ad  creaturam  defcenfio  ciedentium  eft  ad  aeterna  piove6Uo*    X/o 

M.  dt  Nat,  Serm.  5. 
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8BRM.  ndly  to  difpcnfe  all  heavenly  bleflings  to  us.    Well  may 
LXXV.  we  now  rejoice,  as  feeing  him  come  to  difclofe  the  way 
of  happinefs,  to  ellablifh  the  covenant  of  grace,  to  void  all 
the  obftrufUons,  and  fubdue  all  the  enemies  to  our  wel- 
fare :  well  may  we  celebrate  this  birth,  as  by  its  virtue 
bleffing  the  Patriarchs,  enlightening  the  Prophets,  infpir- 
ing  the  Martyrs  with  faith  and  courage,  enduing  all  the 
Saints,  that  ever  have  been,  with  grace,  and  crowning 
them  with  glory ;  fo  that  in  this  day  we  have  the  paffion, 
the  pafch,  the  afcenfion,  the  pentecoft,  the  memorials  of 
every  faint  fuggefted  to  us  ^ ;  the  joys  of  all  our  feftivals 
do  confpire  or  commence  in  this ;  which  is  the  head  and 
ipring,  which  is  the  fruitful  feed,  which  is  the  hopeful 
'     morning  of  them  all.    IUvret  raijra  rr,s  vapo6<n^g  nfUpag  X'^P^^ 
Greg.  Njfl*.  f riv*  oevnj  yotf  ^p^e  tmv  ife^ris  aya^m.    All  thefe  things^  Ikith 
torn.  II.  p.   g^^  Gregory  Nyflen,  are  the  grace  of  this  prefent  day,  for 
it  began  the  goods  which  did  in  order  fucceed. 

But  waving  the  numberlefs  benefits  fo  confequent  on  the 
nativity,  we  fliall  only  touch  fome  of  thofe  which  have  a 
more  formal  and  clofe  relation  thereto. 

I  pafs  over  the  contemplation  of  that  fweet  harmony 
between  the  old  and  the  new  world;  in  which,  to  our 
comfortable  fatisfaftion,  the  fweeteft  attributes  of  God 
(his  goodnefs,  his  wifdom,  his  fidelity  and  conftancy) 
do  illuftrate  themfelves,  by  completion  of  the  ancient  pro- 
mifes,  prefigurations,  and  prediftions  touching  this  event. 
I  forbear  alfo  to  refleft  on  the  happy  alteration  and 
amendment  of  the  world,  which  our  Lord's  coming  did 
induce,  by  comparing  the  ftate  of  things  before  it,  with 
that  which  followed  it ;  the  confideration  of  which  cafe  is 
very  pleafant,  and  produftive  of  joy.     Firft  then, 

I.  Let  us  confider,  that  the  nativity  doth  import  the 
completion  of  many  ancient  promifes,  prediftions,  and 
prefigurations  concerning  it ;  that  whereas  all  former  dif- 
penfations  of  favour  and  mercy  were  as  preludes  or  pre- 
ambles to  this;  the  old  Law  did  aim  to  reprefent  it  in 

^  Ovzfit  »cu  r»  r»Z  Ileitx*  ««^«  «'•'»'  «**fi  «'^»'  yincrn  lu^tj/MZv  fAi^os  If.    Greg, 
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its  myflerious  pomps;   the  chief  of  providential  occur'-SlERM. 
rences  did  intimate  it ;  the  Prophets  often  in  their  my«  ^^^^' 
ftical  raptures  did  allude  to  it,  and  often  in  clear  tenria 
did  exprefs  it&;   the  gracious  defigns  of  God,  and  the 
longing  expe6lations  of  mankind  being  fo  varioufly  im- 
plied in  regard  thereto ;  now  all  is  come  to  be  fulfilled, 
^and  perfefted  in  moft  clear,  mod  effeftual,  moft  fubftan- 
tial  acc^Bpplifliment ;  now  is  fprung  up  thsitjeed  of  the  GtmUi,  15. 
fwomnny  which,  according  to  the  firft   Gofpel  preached 
to  Adam,  fhould  Iruife  the  Jerpent^s  head;  now  is  the 
mjrftical  Ifaac,  the  miraculous  Son  of  promife,  borii;  now 
is  that  grant  to  Abraham,  In  thy  feed  Jhall  all  the  nations  Gtn.  xxVu 
of  the  earth  be  hlejfedy  made  good )  now  is  Shiloh  come,  ^^'j  ..^ 
of  whom  Jacob  foreboded,  7into  him  the  gatherings  of  the^^. 
people  Jhall  be ;  now  is  that  oracle  of  Mofes  more  than 
verified,^  prophet  Jhall  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up  ?/w^o  Deut.  xviii. 
you  of  your  brethren^  like  to  me;  him  Jhall  ye  hear;  now^^.j.  ^^ 
the  Star  is  come  out  of  Jacobs  the  vifion  whereof  dazzled  vH.  37. 
Balaam,  and  (lopped  him  from  curfing  that  people,  injj,"™'"*^* 
which  it  fliould  arife;  now  is  that  Oath  difcharged  to 
David,  Of  the  fruit  of  thy  body  will  Ifet  upon  thy  throne;^*  cxxxii. 
now   thofe  illuftrious   predifibions  of  Ifaiah,  There  JhallLMke  i.  33. 
come  forth  a  Rod  out  of  the  Jlem  of  Jejfe—A  virgin  ^a'^  J^  ^4'  \]^^ 
conceive,  and  bear  afon;  to  us  a  child  is  born,  to  us  afon  is  6.  lix.  qo. 
given;  and  the  government  Jhall  be  on  his  Jhoulders-^There  t^^^'  **' 
ikall  come  out  of-Sion  the  deliverer,  and  Jhall  turn  z^wporf- Jcr.xxiu.5. 
lineji  frorh  Jacob,  are  fiilly  accoraplifhed  5  now  the  right ^  Zech.  iii.  s. 
eous  Branch,  of  which  Jeremiah  and  Zechariah  fpake,  is^^*  ^^* 
fprouted  forth;  and  Ezekiel's  One  Shepherd,  Daniel's  SonEzek. 
of  man,  coming  with  the  clouds  of  heaven;  Micah's  ^w^xxx\ii.a^4. 
in  Ifrael,  whofe  goings  forth  have  been  from  old;  Haggai*si>an.vii.i3. 
Defre  of  all  nations ;  Malachi's  Angel  of  the  covenant,  ^^^^J{i\ 
and  Sun  of  righteoujhefs,  have  all  in  truth  appeared:  now  Hag.  li.  7. 
b  that  glorious  King  and  Captain  arrived^  whom  thei^.a. 
holy  Oracles  do  fo  magnificently  defcribe ;  whom  Mofes 


e  Sapientia  et  benignitas  Dei  ac  falutiferi  operts  mora  capaciores  nos  fuft 
Tocationis  effecit,  at  quod  multis  iignis,  malcis  vocrbus,  multii<^e  xnyfteriis 
per  tot  fuerat  fecula  prontinciatum,  in  his  diebus  ETangelii  non  eifet  ambi* 
gaam,  &o.    Lfpm  dt  Nat.  Serm,  3. 

F  fa 
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8ERM.  and  Jofhtia^  whom  David  and  Solomon  in  fo  many  pat 

LXXV.  circmnftances  did  forefhadow;  whom  God  wovldfet  upon 

PCtl.  U.  6.  his  holy  hill  (f  Sion  ;  the  fcepire  of  whofe  kingdom  is  a 

l^^**!!     eighty  fceptre ;  who  ibould  raife  tlie  tabernacle  of  David 

Ads  XV.  16,  that  isjiallen;  before  whom  all  kings  Jhould fall  down^  and 

^^\ II'  whom  all  nations  Jhould  fsrve  ;  -who ^uld  reign  over  the 

Dui.yii.it.  houfe  ofJoScobfor  every  and  of  whofe  kingdom  there  Jhall  be 
Mic«  !▼•  7»  J  _^ 

Ang.  in  Pf.  *«®  ^^*  • 

«cvL  Now  what  can  be  more  delightfiil^  or  fatismaory  to 

our  mind^  th|U)  to  refled;  on  this  fweet  harmony  of  thhigs^ 
this  goodly  cprrefpondence  between  the  old  and  new 
world;  wherein  fo  pregnant  evidences  of  God's  chief 
attributes,  (of  his  goodnefs,  of  his  wifdom,  of  his  fidelity 
and  con(lancy>)  all  confpiring  to  our  benefit^  do  fhine  ?  Is 
it  iK>t  pleafknt  to  contemplate  how  provident  God  hath 
ev^  been  for  pur  welfare  ?  what  trains  from  the  world's 
beginning,  or  ever  fince  our  unhappy  fall,  he  hath  been 
laying  to  repair  and  reftore  us  ?  how  wifely  he  hath  or- 
dered all  difpenfations  with  a  conveiuent  reference  and 
tendency  to  this  mafterpiece  of  grace  ^?  how  fleady  he 
hath  been  i^  profecutipg  his  defign^,  and  how  &it^fiil  in 
^compUfhing  his  promifes  concerning  it  ? 
Joh.Tiii.56.  If  the  holy  patriarchs  did  fee  this  day,  and  were  glad]  if 
*Hy«xx/«-  a  glimpfe  thepeof  did  caufe  their  hearts  to  leap  within 
'*"*  th^m  J  if  its  very  dawn  had  on  the  fpirita  of  the  prophets 

fo  vigorous  an  influence ',  what  comfort  and  complacence, 
fhould  we  feel  in  this  its  real  prefence,  and  bright  2kfj^e&. 
on  us  !  Hpw  fenfibly  fhould  we  be  affefted  with  this  our 
happy  advantage  above  them  ;  the  which  our  Lord  him- 
felf  th^u  did  teach  us  to  eftimate  duly,  when  he  faid, 
Matt.  xiii.  B^leffed  are  your  eyes^for  they  fee  ;  and  your  ear  Sy  for  they 
hear :  for  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  tfuit  many  prophets  ctnd 
righteous  men  have  dejired  to  fee  thofe  things  which  y£  fee, 
0^(2  have  notfeen  them  ;  and  to  hear  thofe  things  which  ye 
hmr^  and  have  not  heard  them, 

^  Non  itaque  novo  condlio  Deus  rebus  humanis,  nee  fera  miferatione  cob- 
fuluit»  fed  a  conftitutione  mundi  unam  eandemque  omnibus  caufam  falutis 
iaftituit.     Leo  P.  de  Nai^  Serm,  3. 

i  Magnam  eniot  jucunditatem  tuno  carpebant  ipii  iaji&\  Prophetee,  cam 
ea  videbant  in  fpiritu^  non  jam  impktaj  fed  adhuc  futura.    du^.  in  Bf,  xc?i.. 
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a.  Let  us  confiderwhat  alteration  our  Lord's  coming  SERM. 
did  induce,  by  comparing  the  ftate  of  things  before  it  to  ^j^XV. 
that  which  foUoWed  it.     The  old  world  then  confiding  of  Eph.  ii.  i4. 
two  parts,  fevered  by  a  ftrohg  wall  of  partition,  itiade  up 
of  difference  in  opinion,  in  praftice,  in  affeftion^  together 
with  a  ftrift  prohibition   to  one  of  holding  interCduife  Aas  x.  as. 
with  the  other. 

Of  one,  and  that  far  the  greater  part,  St.  Paul  hath 
given  us  thefe  defcriptions  and  chatafters:    They  were  Eph,  iiifi. 
tiliensfrom  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael^  and Jlr  angers  from 
the  covevanty  Jiaving  no  hope^  and  being  without  God  in  the 
world ;  they  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath  and  of  Ej>h,  ii.  3. 
difobedience\  they  were  dead  in  trefpajfes  andJinSy  walking^^'  ^'  ^' 
According  to  the  courfe  of  this  worldy  according  to  the  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  airy  the  fpirit  that  workeih  in  the  chil" 
if  en  of  difobedience  ;  they  did  walk  in  the  vanity  of  /AetrEph.iv.  17, 
mindy  having  their  under/landing  darkened,  being  alienaled^^'  *^ 
from  the  life  of  God  through  the  ignorance  that  was  in 
themy  becaufe  of  the  blindnefs  of  their  heart ;  and  being 
poflfeelingy  did  give  themfelves  over  unto  lafcivioufnefsy  to 
work  all  uncleannefs  with  greedinefs ;  they  had  their  con^'  Eph.  ii.  3. 
verfation  in  the  lujis  of  t he flejh,  fulfilling  the  defires  ofth^ 
fiefh  and  of  the  mind;  being  fooli/hy  difobedienty  deceivedy'^}^  \»v  3* 
ferving  divers  bifts  and  pleafuresy  living  in  malice  and  envy y  (Eph."v.  s. 
kmtefuly  and  hating  one  another.     Such  was  the  cafe,  thd^^-"-  \^' 
difinally  wretched  cafe,  of  the  Gentile  world ;  fuchwereii. 
6ur  forefathers,  (fuch  after  them  of  courfe,  by  fatal  <^n- j^'^Jj^* 
fequence,  fliouldwe  have  been;)  they  '^ere  in  their  minds  5.    . 
blkided  with  grofs    ignorance,    and   deluded  with   foul  Gal.  Iv.  s.  * 
errors;  they  were  in  their  wills  and  atfe6Uons  cotifupted^>«'i-***) 
wth  great  diforder,  perverfenefs,  fenfuality,  malic6;  they 
.did  in  their  <5onverfation  pra£lice  all  forts  of  impiety,  ini* 
quily,  aiid  impurity ;  their  conceptions  of  God  Svere  very 
unworthy,  arid  their  worfhip  anfwerably  fuch  3   (full  ©f 
fottifh,  favage,  beaftly  fuperftitions ;)  their  pririciples  werfe 
rain,  and  their  life  conformably  diffolute  5  in  (h6rt,  they 
lived  under  the  domination  and  influence  of  Wicked  ifpi- 
rits,  who  thfence  are  ftyM  lords  and  princes  of  this  ir(^M,Epb.Ti.  19. 
6f  this  ait,  of  this  feculat  iatknefs:  .6ven  ^  4be  ^i^^'liXi^. 

31.  xiv.  30.  xvi.  11.  3  Cor.  iv.  4.  3  Tim.  ii.  16.  Col.'  i.  13.  ii.  1$.  Afts  xxVi.  U. 
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SKRM.  among  thetn^  (the  number  of  whom,  notwithflandbig  the 
LXXV.  clatter  their  writings  made,  was  very  fmall  and  inconfi- 
derable,)  of  thofe  who  by  the  condu6k  of  natural  light 
drove  to  difengage  themfelves  from  vulgar  miAakes  and 
mifcarriages,  the  cafe  was  little  better;  for  even  their 
minds  (after  all  their  fhidious  difquifitions  and  debates) 
proved  dark  and  giddy;  full  of  ignorance,  of  error,  of 
doubt  in  regard  to  the  main  points  of  religion  and  of 
morality ;  fome  of  them  flatly  denying  the  exiftence,  or 
(which  in  efTeft  is  the  fame)  the  providence  of  God ;  the 
natural  diftinftion  between  good  and  evil,  the  fpiritual 
nature  and  future  fubfiftence  of  our  fouls,  the  difpenfation 
of  rewards  and  punifliments  after  this  life ;  others  waver- 
ing in  doubt,  or  having  but  faint  perfuafions  about  thefe 
matters ;  few  or  none  having  clear  notions,  or  fteady  opi- 
nions about  any  fuch  things  5  whence  their  pra<9ice,  in 
correfpondencip  to  their  rules,  muft  needs  have  been  very 
loofe,  or  very  lame ;  fo  that  well  might  our  Apoftle  lay 
Aiakoytr-  of  them,  They  became  vain  in  their  reaJouingSy  and  their 
Rom.  i.  aiy^o/i/^  heart  was  darkened;  prof  effing  themfelves  wife,  they 
—58.  became  fools;  and  as  they  did  not  like  to  retain  God  in 
their  knowledge^  God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate  min4y 
to  do  thrfe  things  which  are  not  convenient. 

As  for  the  other  part,  or  little  parcel  of  men,  the  con- 
dition of  that  was  alfo  very  low  :  if  the  reft  of  the  world 
did  lie  in  dark  night,  they  did  live  but  in  a  dufky  twilight; 
Col.  ii.  17.  their  religion  was  much  wrapt  up  in  fhadovv  and  rnyftery; 
5.Vi^."*     ^'^^y  ^^^  ^^^  dilute  ideas  of  God's  nature,  and  fcant  dif- 
coveries  of  his  will  5  their  law  or  rule  of  praftice  in  divers 
Rom  vui.3.  r^fpefts  was  defeftive  and  infirm ;  they  were  locked  under 
Heb  vii^^^^®  difcipline  of  childifh  rudiments,  fuiting  their  raw  ca- 
i«>  19.       pacities,  and  under  the  bondage  of  flavifh  yokes,  befit-^ 
ting  their  ftubborn  difpofitions;  which,  defailances  in  no- 
tior^  their  praftice  commonly  did  outftrip;  being  fond, 
corrupt,  hypocritical,  void  of  interior,  fubftantial,  and  ge- 
nuine righteoufnefs ;  as  the  old  Prophets  did  often  com- 
plain, and  as  our  Lord,  with  his  Apoftles,  did  urge. 
Gal  iH  22      Spch  was  the  ftate  of  the  world  in  its  parts;  and  jointly 

Rom.ai.ai.of  the  wholc  it  may  be  faid,  that  it  wdisjhut  up  under  fn 
m.  9, 19. 
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and  guilt,  under  darknefs  and  weaknefs,  under  death  and  SERMw 
corruption,  under  forrow  and  woe :  that  no  full  declara-  * 

tion  of  God's  pleafure,  no  clear  overture  of  mercy,  no  ex- 
prefs  grant  of  fpiritual  aid,  no  certain  redemption  firom 
the  filth  or  the  force  of  fin,  from  the  ftroke  of  death,  from 
due  punifliment  hereafter  5  no  encouragements  fuitable  to 
high  devotion,  or  fl:ri6l  virtue,  were  anywife  in  a  folemn 
way  exhibited  or  difpenfed  before  our  Lord's  appearance : 
fo  that  well  might  all  men  be  then  reprefented  as  Cim- 
merians, ^^/iwg  m  darknefs  J  in  the  region  and  Jhadow  q/'ifa.ix.  1. 
death ;  well  may  we  fuppofe  all  ages  foregoing  to  have    *"'*^'*^ 
teemed  with  hope  and  defire  of  this  happy  day  5  or  that,  as 
St.  Paul  faith,  the  whole  creation  (that  is,  all  mankind)  Rom,  viii. 
groaneih  together^  and  travaileth  together  until  now ;  as 
labouring  with  pangs  of  implicit  defire,  or  under  a  painful 
fenfe  of  needing  a  Saviour;  well  might  Ifaiah  thus  pro 
claim  his  coming;  Arife,Jhine^  jor  thy  light  is  comCj  a72£?ira.)x.  1, 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee :  for,  behold,  dark-  ^*  ^' 
nefsjhall  cover  the  land^  and  grojs  darknefs  the  people;  but 
the  Lord  Jliall  arife  upon  thee^  and  his  glory  Jhalt  befeen 
upon  thee;  and  the  Gentiles  Jhall  come  to  thy  light,  and 
kings  to  the  brightnefs  of  thy  rifing :  for,  now,  the  Lord  Pfal.xcviii. 
hath  made  known  his  falvation,  his  righteoufnefs  hath  he^'^' 
openly  Jhewed  in  thefght  of  the  heathen.     The  Lord  hath 
made  bare  his  holy  arm  in  the  eyes  (f  all  the  nations,  and 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth  do  fee  the  falvation  of  our  God. 

Now  we  are  all  children  of  the  light,  and  of  the  day ;  1  Thcff  v. 
all  do  know  God  from  the  leafi  to  the  great  efl;  the  rareft,  ^^  ^or  j..^ 
the  deepeft  notions   are  grown  common  and  obvious ;  1  s- >v.  e.) 
every  child  is  inftru6ked  in  the  higheft  truths,  every  pea-  n/ 
fant  is  become  a  great  philofopher,  (beyond  Arift:otle,  or**^^-  **"• 
Plato,  or  Epi(9:etus,)  fkilful  of  the  beft  knowledge,  able 
to  direft  his  life  in  the  beft  way,  capable  of  obtaining  the 
beft  good. 

Now  the  Spirit  of  God  (the  Spirit  of  direftion,  of  fuc-  Afts  ii.  17- 
cour,  of  comfort  fpiritual)  is  poured  upon  all  flefli.     -^owi^'i"*  Tu 
the  grace  of  God,  that  bringeth  falvation,  hath  appeared  to  Luke  xxiv. 
all  men;  fidly  inftru^ng  them  in  their  duty,  and  ftrongly  *^* 
enabling  them  to  perform  it,  nreely  ofiering  them  mercy, 
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8£RM.  mightily  encoiu-agiDg  them  with  hopes  of  moft  Ueftd 
lAXV.  jewards. 

Eph.  iii.  6.      Now  Jew  and  Genule  are  reunited  and  compa&ed  in 

U- 13.         Qoe  body ;  walking  in  the  fame  light,  and  under  obliga* 

tion  to  the  lame  laws ;  (baring  in  a  common  redemptioa 

and  inheritance ;  being  infeparaUy  linked  together  with 

the  bands  of  faith,  of  charity,  of  fpiritual  fraternity ;  thus 

8Cor.T.i7.oU  things  are  pOjffed  away,  behold  all  things  are  become 

new,  in  virtue  and  confequence  of  our  Lord's  appearance: 

AiifBttfit.  in  contemplation  of  which  fo  great,  fo  general,  fo  happy 

ii^izs  is.^  change,  how  can  we  forbear  to  rejcnce  ? 

But  £euther,  that  we  may  yet  more  nearly  touch  tb# 
point, 

3.  Let  us  coofider  that  the  nativity  of  our  Lord  is  a 
grand  inftance,  a  pregnant  evidence,  a  rich  eameft  of  Al* 
mighty  God's  very  great  affe£Uon  and  benignity  toward 
1  Jobo  ir.  mankind ;  for.  In  this,  faith  St,  John,  the  love  of  God 
John  iii.  16  ^^  monife/ied,  Uhat  God  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into 
17.  the  world:  and.  Through  the  tender  mercies  of  our  God, 

Lukei.78.  i40g  ^^'^  Zechariah,  the  dayfpringfrom  on  high  did  vifit 
us :  this  indeed  is  the  peculiar  experiment,  wherein  that 
moft  divine  attribute  did  (hew  and  fignafize  itfelf.  The 
power  of  God  doth  brightly  fhine  in  the  creation,  the 
wifdom  of  God  may  clearly  be  difcerned  in  the  govern- 
ment of  things  ;  but  the  incarnation  of  God  is  that  work, 
is  that  difpenfation  of  grace,  wherein  the  divine  goodnefs 
doth  moft  confpicuoufly  difplay  itfelf.  How  indeed  pof- 
(ibly  could  God  have  demonftrated  a  greater  excefs  of 
kindnefs  toward  us,  than  by  thus,  for  our  fake  snd  good, 
ibnding  his  dearett  Son  out  of  his  bofom  into  this  fordid 
and  fervile  ftate,  fubje£Ung  him  to  all  the  infirmities  of 
our  frail  nature,  expofing  him  to  the  worft  inconveniences 
Pfai. xxxvi. of  our  low  condition^?    What  expreffions  can  fignify, 

6.  cviii.  4. 

k  Apparuerat  ante  potentia  in  renim  creatione,  apparebat  fapientia  in 
eaniAi  gubernatione  ;  fed  benignitas  mifehcordis  nunc  maxinie  apparuit  in 
humanitate.    J^em,  de  Nat.  Serm,  1. 

Semper  quidem  diverfis  raodis,  multifque  menfuris  humano  gcneri  bo- 
nitas  divina  confuluit,  et  plurima  providetttise  (tiae  munera  omnibus  retm 
fecults  cleotentcr  impertiit ;  fed  in  noviffimis  temporibas  omnem  abundaa- 
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what  comparifons  can  fet  out  the  ftupendous  vaftnefs  of  S£RM. 
this  kindnefs  ?  If  we  ftiould  imagine,  that  a  great  prince  I'XXV> 
ibouM  put  his  only  fon  (a  fon  moft  lovely,  and  worthily 
moft  beloved)  into  rags,  {hould  difmifs  him  frcnn  hig 
court,  fbauld  yield  him  up  into  the  hardeft  flavery,  merely 
to  the  intent  that  he  thereby  might  redeem  from  capti- 
vity the  meaaeft  and  bafeft  of  his  fubjefts,  how  faint  a 
refemblance  would  be  of  that  immenfe  goodnefs,  of  that 
incomparable  mercy,  wliich  in  this  inftance  the  King  of  all 
the  world  hath  declared  toward  us  his  poor  vaffals,  his  in- 
deed unworthy  rebels ! 

And  what  greater  reafon  of  jcy  can  there  be,  than  fuch 
an  affurance  of  his  love,  on  whofe  love  all  our  good  dc- 
pendeth,  in  whofe  love  all  our  felicity  coniifteth  ?  What 
can  be  more  delightful  than  to  view  the  face  of  our  Al- 
mighty Lord  fo  gtacioufly  fmiling  upon  us  ? 

Should  we  not  be  extremely  glad,  fhould  we  not  be 
proud,  if  our  earthly  prince  by  any  fignai  mark  would 
exprefs  himfelf  kindly  afie£ted  to  us  ?  How  much  more 
{houkl  we  refent  fuch  a  teftimony  of  God's  favour  1  how 
worthily  may  our  fouls  be  tranfported  with  a  fenfe  of  fuch 
affedion ! 

4.  We  may  confider  our  Lord's  nativity,  as  not  only 
expreifing  fimpk  good-will,  but  implying  a  perfeA  recon- 
cibation,  a  firm  peace,  a  fteady  friendfhip  eftabliflied  be- 
tween God  and  us  5  or  that  it  did  not  only  proceed  from 
love,  but  did  alfo  produce  love  to  us.     We  did  ftand  at 
a  g^reat  diftance,  in  eftrangement,  yea  in  enmity  toward 
Gx)d ;  our  firft  parents  had  by  prefumptuous  difobedience 
revolted  from  him  5  and  we,  infifting  on  the  footfteps  of 
their  apoftafy,  continued  in  defiance  of  him;  All  men YLom.Wu 
kadjirmedf  and  fallen  Jhort  of  the  glory  of  God — There^^:.^^' 
was  not  a  righteous  man  upon  earthy  that  did  goody  andn^XttHu 
finned  not:  whence  unavoidably  the  wrath  of  the  moft J]^ ^j^ ^at. 
holy  God  was  incenfed,  the  juftice  of  the  moft  righteotis  Scrm.  a. 
Lord  was  engaged  againft  us;  thence  did  iflue   a  fad 

dam  folitae  benignitatis  exceffit ;  quando  in  Chrifto  ipfa  ad  peccatores  miftf- 
lioofdia,  ipfm  ad  errantes  Veritas^  ipfa  ad  mortuos  vita  defcendtt^  &c.  P.  Lto 
M.  de  Nat,  Serm,  4. 
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SERM.  doom^  thence  a  juft  fentence  of  capital  punifhment  wa^ 

LXXV.  denounced  on  us ;  tio  pretence  of  favour,  no  overture  of 

peace,  no  hope  of  redrefs  did  then  appear^  wc  nowifc 

being  able  to  expunge  our  guilt,  to  repair  our  ofiences,  to 

recover  out  of  that  corruption  in  mind  and  will,  which 

did  feal  us  up  to  ruin,  indifpoiing  us  either  to  find  or  to 

entertain  mercy :  but  our  Lord's  coming  did  appeafe  that 

anger,  did  mollify  that  juftice,  did  fufpend  that  condem- 

Eph.  ii.  i»,  nation,  did  clofe  the  breach,  and  Jlay  the  enmity  ;  God, 

Rom.vHi.8.^  the  Apoftle  tpeaketh  J  fending  his  Son  in  the  likenefs  of 

s  Cor.  ▼.  ^^fnfulflejhy  and  for  Jin  did  condemn  fin  in  theflejh^ :  for,  how 

can  God  now  avert  his  fft.ce  from  us,  whom  his  only  dear 

Son  hath  vouchfafed  to  make  and  own  for  his  brethren  ? 

How  can  he  look  with  an  eye  of  difpleafure  on  that  na* 

ture,  wherewith  that  Son  of  his  love  ftandeth  clothed  be- 

^^'•V.*^-fore  him  ?  How  can  he  abide  oflFended  with  our  race^  in 

26.)  which  pure  innocence  and  perfe6k  obedience  are  found™; 

zoZaaLi  ^^  "^^  appearing  with  us,  and  for  us,  in  whom  not  the 

in,  ixuiiiU,  ftriftcft  jufticc  nor  the  ihrewdeft  malice  can  defcry  any 

i^^gij/^.'fiault  or  blemifli;  in  whom  therefore  God  is  thoroughly 

mtUmurSf  ^^n  plea  fed  P  Since  we  have  Emanuel,  God  with  tw— ^ 
Matt.iii.  17.  God  maiiifefted  in  our  flejh — The  Lord  our  right eoufnefs, 
1  Tim.  111.  partaker  of  our  infirmity,  interceffor  and  advocate  for  his 
Jer.  xxiii.  6.  own  flcfh  and  blood,  ready  to  do  and  fuffer  whatever  God 
pleafeth  to  require  on  our  behalf^,  how  can  God  be  againft 
us  ?  Shall  God  and  man  perfift  at  diftance  or  difafFe6iion, 
who  are  fo  clofely  related,  who  are  indeed  fo  intimately 
united  in  one  perfon  ?  Shall  heaven  and  earth  retain  en- 
mity, which  have  fo  kindly  embraced  and  kiffed  each 
Pfal.lxxxv.other3  fince  truth  hath  fprouted  from  the  earth,  and  right- 

'  *A5t;y«T«v  yiyovi  ry  ^u^u  Xcyix^  eua-ri,  xai  ixowiuf  a/Mcprrtfeivi^y  xeti  v^o  xkt 
<raiixtif  BuvtcTM  ysvaftivii,  iecwrhv  ivetxetkiffei^^eci  iI;  tXet/Sc^/«y.      j4tb.  p.  638. 

^V«M,   U  fith    B-lOf  19  ^XQX)    'TtflOOtTO  UVKty  0  T^V    ivUflMpTtirOf    hxeilO(rVV9l9  US    K0fffM9 

ii^ebyxyiiff  &c.     Ath.  de  Incarn.  Ferbu 

™  Ttf  rau  *A^kfA  (rvfATrrufAot  tig  otfiyx^TOV  ivMrnfitet  K^t^rog  xHfTn^arOf  \t  ifcai- 
t^fitMTi  ffu^xos  afji,et^<rixs  iip^us,  xai  xxretx^ivas  vhv  afiiMQTMv  iv  v^  ret^xi,  Ath, 
p.  620. 

£i  })i  firi  Iv  r^  afia^rniroi^if  (puftt  h  KvetfA«,^TViffi»  £p^rif  ^^S  xatrtK^i^n  n  ifcx0Tm 
ty  r^  WKfxl y  Id,  p.  368. 
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€oufiiefs  hath  looked  down  from  heaven  P  Shall  the  war  go  SERM. 
on,  when  the  great  Mediator  and  Umpire  of  peace  is  LXXV. 
come;,  preaching  peace  to  them  that  are  afar  offy  and  /oifa.ix.  6. 
them  that  are  near  P  Can  death  any  longer  reign  over  us,  j^  *:  ^^" 
or  our.difgrace.  and  mifery  continue,  now  that  the  Prince  1  Cor.  ii.  s. 
of  life,  the  Lord  of  glory  ^  the  Captain  of  falvation  doth 
appear  for  our  relief? 

Now  then  what  can  be  more  worthy  of  joy,  than  fuch 
a  blefled  turn  of  affairs  ?  How  can  we  otherwife  than  with 
exceeding  gladnefs  folemnize  fuch  a  peace  ?  a  peace  ac- 
corded with  him,  who  in  forces  fo  infinitely  doth  overmatch 
us 5  who  at  his  pleafure  can  utterly  quell  us;  who  with  the 
greateft  eafe/with  lefs  than  a  word  of  his  mouth,  can  dafti 
us  to  nothing,  or  hurl  us  down  into  an  abyfs  of  remedilefs 
woe :  how  can  we  avoid  being  extremely  fatisfied  at  the 
recovery  of  his  favour  and  friendfhip,  which  alone  can  be 
the  foundation  of  our  fafety  and  welfare,  which  is  the 
fole  fountain  of  all  good,  of  all  comfort,  of  all  felicity  ? 

5.  Our  Lord's  nativity  doth  infer  a  great  honour,  and 
a  high  preferment  to  us :  nowife  indeed  could  mankind 
be  fo  dignified,  or  our  nature  fo  advanced  as  hereby:  noEph.iii.io, 
wifdom  can  devife  a  way  beyond   this,  whereby  God^^* 
fhould  honour  his  moft   fpecial  favourites,  or  promote 
them  to  aneamefs  unto  himfelf.     For  hence  we  become  (*Hw»/»iM^ 
allied  to  God  in  a  moft  ftrait  affinity,  his  eternal  Son  hQinQ^^^J^^^ 
made  our  brother  :  hence  as  touching  the  blood-royal  oi^^»»rk 
heaven  we  do  in  dignity  o'ertop  all  the  creation;  fo  thatpt^eri.) 
what  the  Pfalmift  uttered  concerning  man  is  verified  in 
the   moft  comprehenfive   fenfe  ;T/^o^^  hajl  crowned  Aim  Pfal.  via,  3. 
with  glory  and  honour y  and  hqftfet  him  over  the  works  o/^Hcb.  iu  7, 
thy  hands ;  thou  haji  put  all  things  in  fuhjeBion  under  his^' 
feet :  for  now  the  Son  of  man,  being  alfo  the  Son  of  God, 
is  the.  head  of  all  principality  and  power ,  is  the  Lord  ofallCoX.  ii.  lo. 
things^  is  the  fovereign  prince  of  all  the  world,  is  placed  Aas  x!  ae!" 
far  above  all  principality y  ctnd  power,  and  mighty  and  do-  ^-P\^' }:  ^i- 
minion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this i  Pet.  in* 
world,  but  alfo  in  that  which  is  to  come.   This  is  a  peculiar  ^*' 
honour,  to  which  the  higheft  angels  cannot  pretend ;  for 
he  took  not  the  nature  of  angels,  but  he  took  the  feed  of  Hch.  li.  i6. 
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SERli.  Abraham  ;  whence  thofe  noble  creaturts  are  become  in  t 
LXXV.  manner  inferior  to  poor  us  5  and,  according  to  juft  obH* 
Heb.i.  6.   gallon,  willingly  do  adore  our  nature;  for,  when  G(d 
'^[^^"^irottjrA/  hisfirji  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  hefaid.  Let 
Aih.^597'  all  the  angels  of  God  worjhip  him*   It  not  indeed  our  fleib 
Tbt'umror-^^"^®  adorable,  as  the  true  Shechinah,  ae  the  dverlaft- 
pas  implct  ing  palace  of  the  fupreme  Majefty,  wherein  thejidnefs  of 
tas.  LmIIJ  the  Godhead  dwelleth  bodily  ;  as  the  moft  holy  fhrine  of 
Nmt.Serm.  ^j,^  Divinity  J  as  the  orb  of  inacceffible  light;  as  mcwe 
than  all  this,  if  more  could  be  exprefled,  or  if  we  could 
Johni.  14.  expound  that  teitt,  the  Word  was  made  fiejh^  and  dwelt 
'"■  ^*'       in'usf  May  not  our  foul  worthily  claim  higheft  nfefped, 
all  whofe  faculties   (beii^   endued  with  unmeafutable 
participations  of  the  Holy  Spirit)  have  been  tuned  to  a 
perfeS:  harmony  with  the  all-wife  underftanding  and  the 
moft  pure  will  of  God  ?  yea,  which  hath  been  admitted 
into  the  neareft  confortlhip,  into  the  ftri6teft  luuon  with 
the  eternal  Word  5   hath  become  an  ingredient  of  him^ 
I  Cor.  1.34.  who  is  the  wifdom  and  the  power  of  God^  It  was  a  great 
dignity  that  man  fhould  be  made  according  to  the  image 
of  God ;  but  it  is  a  more  fubhme  ^ory,  that  God  fhoidd 
be  made  after  the  image  of  man,  xatcL  itavra  6[jL0ta>^e)$, 
Hcb.  ii.  17.  bei?ig  made  like  to  us  in  all  things,  bating  only  fin,  which 
is  no  part  of  us,  but  an  unnatural  excrefcenct,  or  a  de- 
flexion from  our  nature  "  :  how  could  we  be  fo  raifed  up 
to  God,  as  by  his  thus  ftooping  down  to  us  ?  What  can 
be  imagined  more  honourable  to  us,  than  that  God  fhould 
deem  us  worthy  of  fuch  condefcenfion  ?  This,  this  indeed 
is  our  exaltation,  that  God  for  us  fhould  exprefs  not  only 
fo  vafl  charity,  but  fo  prodigious  humility. 

And  is  it  not  good  matter  of  joy  to  be  thus  highly 
graced  <»?  When  are  men  better  pleafed  than  when  they 
are  preferred;  than  efpecially,  when  from  the  meaneft 

"  Qui  cum  origini  humana  multum  dederit,  quod  nos  ad  imagincm  fuam 
fecit,  reparation!  noflrse  longe  ampKus  tribuit,  Cum  fervili  form^  ipfc  fe  Do- 
minAlS  coaptavit.     Leo  de  Nat,  Serm.  4, 

•  Exultent  ergo  in  laudem  Dei  corda  credentium,  et  mirabilia  ejus  confite- 
antur  filii  hominum,  quoniam  in  hoc  praeclpue  Dei  opere  humilitds  noftia 
cogtt^cit,  qnamti  tarn  fuus  condkor  sdlimsl^.    Leo  Serm,  4. 
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ftate,yrom  the  dungMlL,  ox  from  the  dijj/?^  they  are  ratfed  SBRM. 
io  be  Jit  among  princes,  and  made  to  inherit  the  throne  of  LXX  v . 
glory  P  Wherefore  this  being  our  cafe,  that  we  fons  ofpf»i.cxiii, 
earthy  children  of  corruption^  and  brethren  of  worms,  (inj'g^jjj^jj  ^ 
Job's  ftyle;)  we  exiles  of  paradife,  we  heirs  of  death  andJobx¥U.]i4* 
mifery ;  we,  that  by  our  nature  are  the  lowed  of  all  intel- 
ligent creatures,  that  by  our  merits  were  debafed  beneathVtiX.  xlix. 
the  hea/h  that  perifti,  that  we  are  affumed  to  fuch  rela*  *** 
tions^  that  we  are  ennobled  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  our  na- 
ture hath  mounted  fo  high  above  all  creatures,  with  what 
enlargement  of  heart  fhould  we  entertain  a  difpeniation  fo 
wonderful  1  how  welcome  fhould  that  day  be  which  doth 
introduce  it  P ! 

6.  Finally,  if  we  furvey  all  principal  caufes  of  joy  and 
fpecial  exultation,  we  fhall  find  them  all  concurring  in 
this  event. 

Is  a  meflenger  of  good  news  embraced  with  joy  ?  Be* 
hold  the  great  Evangelift  is  come,  with  his  mouth  full  of 
news,  moft  admirable,  moft  acceptable:  he,  who  doth 
acquaint  us,  that  God  is  well  pleafed,  that  man  is  re- 
ftored,  that  the  adverfary  is  cqft  down,  that  paradife  is  fetRcT.xiujKH 
open,  and  imnaortality  retrieved;   that  truth  and  right- 3°^*^ **^' 
eoi:^nefB,  peace  and  joy,  falvation  and  happine&  are  de-tukex.  is. 
icended,  and  come  to  dwell  on  earth ;  he  of  whom  the 
P^phet  told.  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  ifa.  lii. ;. 
feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings;  that  pttWi/a^MSm.x.\^- 
peace,  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good,  that  pvllijhetk 
falvation,  that  faith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth ;  he 
who  doth  himfelf  thus  declare  the  drift  and  purport  of 
his  meflage;  Thajpirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  /olfa.lxi.  r, 
preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek;  he  hath  ferU  me  ft)Lukeiv.i8, 
hind  up  the  brokenhearted  ;  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  cap-  *9. 
iinfee,  and  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound;  to 
preclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,  to  contort  att 
thai  mourn. 

Is  the  bkrth  of  a  prince  by  honeft  fubjedts  to  be  cam* 


f  ^iQ  in^nnitsitis  noftrse  fufcipiens  conditionem>  propter  quos  ad  intoiS 
dcfcendi^  eofttem  m  coelcfttbus  coUootrit.    Lio  de  Nat*  5. 
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SERM.  mcmorated  with  joyous  feftivky  ?  Behold  a  Prince  bom 
LXXV.  to  all  the  world!    a  Prince  undertaking  to  rule  man- 
1(1.  si.  9,    kind  with  fweeteft  clemency  and  exa£t  juftice ;  a  Prince 
P&l.  xIt.  ft  bringing  with  him  all  peace  and  profperity ;  in  whofe  days 
Jcr,iLMiiL6.JudahJhall  bejaved,  and  Ifrael  Jhall  dwell  Jafely  ;  who 
(hall  proted:  us  in  afTured  reft  and  fafety ;  (hall  fecure  us 
from  all  danger  and  mifchief ;  {hall  achieve  moft  gallant 
and  glorious  exploits  in  our  behalf;  (hall  vanquifh  aU  the 
enemies  of  our  welfare;  (hall  refcue  us  from  the  worft 
flaveries  and  mifchiefs ;  fliall  fettle  us  in  a  moft  free  and 
Luke  i.  71,  happy  ftate  :  he  who  Iringeth  falvation  from  our  efiemieSy 
74>75.       and  from  the  hands  of  all  thai  liateus;  that,  being  deli- 
vered from  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  we  might  ferve  him 
without  fear,  in  holihefs  and  righteovfnefs  before  him,  all 
the  days  of  our  life.    Now  therefore  it  is  feafonable  to  cry 
Rev.  xix.    out,  Allelvjahy  for  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth;  let 
6, ;.  XI,  15.  j^  ig  gi^j^  gyjj  rejoice,  and  give  honour  to  him. 
iCi.  ix.  3.        May  viftory  w^orthily  beget  exultation  ?  See  the  invin- 
Rev.  vi.  a.  cible  Warrior  doth  iffue  forth  into  the  field,  conquering 
Luke  xi.aa.  and  to  conquer :  he  that  {hall  baffle  and  rifle  thejlreng  one, 
(John  vi*'  ^^^  formidable  adverfary ;  that  {hall  rout  all  the  forces  of 
43.)  hell,  and  triumph  over  the  powers  of  darknefs ;  that  ut- 

terly {hall  defeat  fin,  and  flay  death  itfelf ;  that  {hall  fub- 
due  the  world,  and  lay  all  things  pro{trate  at  his  feet;  be- 
hold the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  arrayed  with  glorious 
himiility,  and  armed  with  a  mighty  patience;    fee,  the 
great   blow  is   ftruck,  at  which  the  infernal  powers  do 
1  John  Hi.  ftagger;    the   devirs   pride  and  envy  are  abafed,  all  the 
Rom.  xvi.  enemies  are  amazed,  are  daunted,  are  confounded  at  his 
^°'  prefence ;  they  cannot  ftand,  they  break,  they  fcatter,  they 

flee  before  him. 

Is   a  proclamation  of  peace,  after  rueful  wars,  to  be 
Eph.  ii.  17. folemnized  with  alacrity?  Behold  then  everlafting  peace 
between  heaven  and  earth,  a  general  peace  among  men,  a 
found  peace  between  each  good  man  and  himfelf  are  fet- 
tled and  publiflied;  the  illuftrious  herald,  the  noble  hoftage 
(ira.lvM.2.)  of  them  is  arrived;  the  Prince  of  peace  himfelf  doth  bring 
ff^j^'g^^^' all  peace  unto  us. 

Is  fatisfadion  of  defire  and  hope  very  pleafant  ?  Behold 
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the  dejire  of  all  nations,  the  expeQation  of  Ifrael,  he  for  SCRM. 
whom  the  whole  creation  groaned,  is  come,  LXXV. 

Is  recovery  of  liberty  dele6lable  to  poor  flaves  and  cap-  ■"~"'"'""~ 
lives  ?  Behold  the  Redeemer  is  come  out  of  Sion;  the  pre- 
cious ranfom,  fufEcient  to  purchafe  the  freedom  of  many 
worlds,  is  laid  down ;  miblemiflied  innocence,  purity,  and 
perfe&ion  appearing  in  human  nature,  have  procured  a 
releafement  for  us ;  have  unlocked  the  prifon  of  fin  de-  (Gal.  Hi. 
taining  u%  have  knocked  off  the  (hackles  of  guilt  forely^^*' 
.pinching  and  galling  our  confciences;   have  wrefted  us 
from  the  hands  of  thofe  proud  matters,  who  claimed  a 
right,  who  exercifed  a  moft  tyrannous  power  over  us  ^ ; 
he  is  come,  that  proclaimeth  liberty  to  the  captives,  anc/lfa.  ixi.  1. 
opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  hound ;  the  time  is  ^"^**^'  *®- 
come,  of  which  the  prophet  foretold.  The  ranfomed  of  the  iftu  xuv. 
Jjord  fhall  return,  and  come  to  Sion  witkfongs,  and  ever-  *^ 
lofting  joy  upon  their  heads ;   they  fhall  obtain  joy  and 
gladnefs  ;  andforrow  and  fghing  fhall  flee  away. 

Is  an  overture  of  health  acceptable  to  fick  and  Ian- Luke  z.  33. 
guifhing  perfons?    Behold  the  great   Phyfician,  endued  ^*^^" '*• 
with  admirable  (kill,  and  fiimiflied  with  infallible  remedies, 
is  come,  to  cure  us  of  our  maladies,  and  eafe  us  of  ouriPetJi.a4. 
pains ;  to  bind  up  our  wounds,  and  to  pour  in  balm  (the 
moft  fovereign  balm  of  his  own  blood)  into  them ;  to  free 
\xs,  not  only  from  all  mortiferous  difeafes,  but  from  mor- 
tality itfelf:  he,  who  wsls  fent  to  bind  up  and  heal  tkelCtL.\xuj. 
brokenhearted;  he,  who  himf elf  took  our  infirmities,  and i^l^'l^' 
bare  our  fckneffes;  he,  of  whom  the  Prophet  (in  relation  Matt,  viu, 
to  corporal,  and  much  more  to  fpiritual  infirmities)  did 
foretel  'y-^God  will  come  andfave  you;  then  the  eyes  oftheK^.  x«v. 
blind  Jhall  be  opened,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf  fhall  be  ttw-Ma*t.  xi.  5 
flopped;  then. fhall  the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart,  and  McLiik«T*  ijr. 
tongue  of  the  dumb  Jhall  fing  ;  he,  whofe  art  no  difeafe  can  io,     "'* 

refift.  who  is  able  to  cure  our  moft  defperate,  our  moft  ^^  *•*•*, 
,./,  1     t    1  .  1  .  Lukcx.34.) 

inveterate  diftempers ;  to  heal  the  corruption  and  impo* 

tency  of  our  nature,  to  void  the  ignorances  and  errors  of 

4  Nam  fuperbia  hoflis  antiqui  non  immeiito  fibi  in  omnes  homines  jus  ty- 
rmnntcum  vindicabat;  nee  indebito  dominatu  premebat»  quos  a  mandato  Dei 
(f^ontineot  i;i  obfequium  fa«  voluntatis  allczerat,    ht9  de  Nai.Serm^ »; 
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SBRM.  *^'  iindcrfianding,  to  correct  the  (hi{ndity  of  our  beifit^ 

LXX V.  the  perverfenefs  of  our  wills,  the  difordcr  of  our  aflefUons^ 

r^^Y.       *^  mitigate  our  anguifh  of  confciencc,  and  cleanfe  our 

zxzn.  96.  ibres  of  giult ;  by  various  efficacious  medicinesy  by  tlie 

^^^•^^^'^wholefome  inftrudions  of  his  do£lrine,  by  the  powerful 

infpirations  of  his  grace,  by  the  refrefhing  comforts  of  bis 

Spirit,  by  the  ialutary  virtue  of  his  merits  and  liiflferings. 

Is  mirth  feafonable  on  the  day  of  marriage?  Bdidd 

the  greatefi  wedding  that  ever  was  is  this  day  Memnized; 

heaven  and  earth  are  contraded ;  divinity  is  efpoufed  to 

humanity ;  a  facred,  an  indiflbluble  knot  is  tied  between 

Jod.U.  10.  God  and  man;  The  Bridegroom  is  come  fort  k  out  of  his 

chamber^  {verbum  Dei  de  utero  virginali,)  clad  in  bis  nup^ 

tial  garment  of  flefli,  and  ready  to  wed  the  Church,  his 

Rcr,  six.  r.  beloved  fpoufe «" ;  Let  us  therefore  he  glad  and  rejoice;  fur 

the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made 

herf elf  ready. 

Is  the  accefs  of  a  good  friend  to  be  received  with 
cheerful  gratulation  ?  Behold  the  deareft  and  befl  Friend 
of  all  mankind  (moft  able,  moft  willing,  moil  ready  to 
perform  all  good  offices,  to  impart  wholefome  advice, 
needful  aid,  fweet  converfe,  and  feafonable  confcdation)  is 
arrived  to  vifit  us,  to  fojoum  with  us,  to  dwell  in  us  for 
ever. 

Is  opportune  relief  grateful  to  perfons  in  a  forlorn  con- 
dition, pinched  with  extreme  want,  or  plunged  in  any  hard 
diftrefs  ?    Behold  a  merciful,  a  bountiful,  a  mighty  Sa- 
viour and  fuccourer,  undertaking /o  comfort  all  that  mourns 
inviting  all  fuch  to  receive  from  him  a  plentiful  fupply  for 
their  needs,  a  comfortable  eafe  in  their  prefTures,  a  happy 
'E«f4f-       riddance  from  their  calamities;  who  crieth  aloud.  If  any 
Ife*  lv"'i.    ^^^  thirjiethy  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink  ;  Come  to  me  all 
xliv.  3.       ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  ladeUy  and  I  will  give  you  reji, 
*^'*^    '     Is  the  fun-rifing  comfortable,  after  a  tedious,  darkfome, 
Mai.  iv.  2.  and  cold  night  ?  See,  the  Sun  of  right eoufnefs  is  rifen  u/ith 

«■  In  natali  Domini  quafi  in  nuptiis  fpiritualibus  fponfae  fuae  Ecclefise  Chilf- 
tu8  a^junftw  eft— tunc  proceffit  fponfus  de  ihalamo  fuo,  hoc  eft,  TcrbuRX 
Dei  (le  utero  virginali.     j4itg.  de  temp,  Serm.  2. 

*H  itufus  i»  f  #  X«y»f  f N'^vr«r0  rh*  <r«i^*9h     Procl,  in  Eph,  p.  i. 
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k^Hng  in  his  wingSy  difpenfing  all  about  his  pleafant  rays  SERM. 
•and  kindly  influences :  The  dayfpring  from  on  high  hath  LXiV. 
vifited  us;  difiufing  an  univerfal  light  upon  the  fouls  of  men,  Luke  i.  78. 
whereby  the  night  of  ignorance  is  difpelled,  the  fpe6kres 
of  error  are  vaniftied,  the  mifts  of  doubt  are  fcattered; 
whereby  we  clearly  and  affuredly  difcern  all  truths  of  im- 
portance to  us,  and  worthy  of  our  knowledge ;  concerning 
the  nature  and  attributes,  the  works  and  providence,  the 
will  and  pleafure  of  God;  concerning  ourfelves,  our  na- 
ture and  original,  our  duty  and  intereft,  our  future  fiate, 
and  final  doom:  Our  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the^^\^*U 
Lord  is  rifen  upon  us;  the  light  of  the  world,  the  true  light,  12,  ht?".' 
enlightening  every  man,  by  whofe  luftre  all  flejh  may  fee'^^^-  ... 
the  falvation  of  God,  and  which  gutdeth  our  feet  in  the  way  \,  79. 
^ peace,  doth  vifibly  fhine  forth  upon  us. 
.    Never  indeed  did  heaven  with  fo  fair  and  ferene  a  coun- 
tenance fmile  upon  earth,  as  then  it  did,  when  this  (arfp  Rev.  xxiL 
XofMrpo^  jjto}  Ip^fwo^,)  bright  and  morning  Jiar  did  fpririg  up  *  ' 
above  pur  horizon,  bringing  this  goodly  day ;  and  with  it 
Shedding  life  and  cheer  among  us. 

From  this  aufpicious  day  did  commence  the  revocation 
of  that  fatal  curfe,  by  which  we  were  expelled  from  para- 
dife,  adjudged  to  death,  and  committed  to  hell;  from 
thence  we  became  reinfiated  in  a  condition  of  hope,  and 
in  a  feur  capacity  of  happinefs ;  from  thence  is  to  be  dated. 
a  return  of  joy  into  this  region  of  difconfolatenefs.  In 
this  nativity  mankind  was  bom,  or  did  revive  from  mani- 
fold deaths ;  from  a  legal,  a  moral,  a  natural,  an  eternal 
death ;  from  lying  dead  in  irreparable  guilt,  and  under  an 
infuperable  power  of  fin ;  from  having  our  bodies  irreco- 
verably diflblved  by  corruption,  and  our  fouls  immerfed 
into  that  fecond  more  ghaftly  death  of  perpetual  incurable 
anguifh. 

« It  is  in  effeft  therefore  the  birthday  of  the  world;  the 

•  It  is  the  birthday  of  the  Church.  Generatio  enim  Chrifti  origo  eft  popuh 
Chriftianiy  et  natalis  capitis  natalis  eft  corporis.    P.  Leo  dt  Nat.  Serm,  6. 

Sicut  cum  Chrifto  in  paffione  crucifixi^  in  reforrefUone  refufcitati,  in  af- 
ceafione  ad  deztram  Patris  collocatiy  ita  cum  ipfo  fiimus  in  hac  nativitate 
eongeniti.    HUL 

VOL,  III.  Og 
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SERM.  beginning  of  a  new,  better,  eternal  life  to  men,  (offered  to 
LXXV.  jji^  and  effeftually  beftowed  on  thofe  who  will  embrace 
it,)  which  we  now  do  celebrate.    All  reafon  therefore 
we  have  to  rejoice  moft  heartily  and  moft  abundantly:  as 
the  goods  thence  accruing  to  us  are  in  multitude  innume- 
rable, in  quality  ineftimable,  in  duration  immenfe ;  fo  in 
fome  correfpondence  (hould  our  joy  be  very  intenfe,  very 
efiufe,  very  ftable;  the  contemplation  of  them  fhould  in- 
x«^  iM.    fufe  fomewhat  of  that  unjpeakable  joy^  whereof  St.  Peter 
i^tfTe.  fpeakethj  we  fhould  he  flledj  according  to  St.  Paid's 
Rom^xv.   expreffion,  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  lelieving  them;  we 
Phil.  i.  «5.  ihould  holdfqfly  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  advifetb, 
Hcb.  Hi. «.  ^^  confidence  and  rejoicing  of  hope,  grounded  on  them^ 
194  *     '  firm  to  the  end. 

Having  fo  many,  fo  great  cauies  of  joy,  are  we  not  very 
ihipid,  are  we  not  ftrangely  crofs  and  perverfe,  if  we  neg* 
\e&  fo  plealant  a  duty  ? 

To  conclude :  Of  all  the  days  that  rife  upon  us>  this 

undoubtedly  is  the  queen,  crowned  by  God's  own  hand 

with  fovereign  bleffings  y  God  hath  avowed  it  to  be  the 

day  of  his  peculiar  making,  and  therefore  of  our  Ipeeial 

rejoicing;  for  thus  of  old  the  infpired  Pfalmift  did  teach 

Pftl.  cxTiii.  and  exhort  us  to  keep  Chriftmas :  This  is  the  day  which 

Mtt  xxi    ^^^  ^^^  ^^'^  made;  let  us  rejoice  and  le  glad  theiein. 

^  4-2.  1  Pet.  ii.  7.  A6U  iv.  1 1. 
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THE  SUFFERINGS  OF  CHRIST  FORETOLD  IN 
THE  OLD  TESTAMENT. 


Acts  iii.  i8. 

But  thofe  things^  which  God  before  had  Jhewed  by  ike 
mouth  of  all  his  prophets,  that  Chri/i  Jhould  fufferj  he 
hath  fo  fulfilled. 

JmANY  good  arguments  there  are,  dififerent  in  kind^  SERM. 
which  confpire  to  perluade  the  truth  of  our  reli^on ;  LXXVI. 
fuch  as  are  the  intriniic  reafonablenefs,  excellency,  and 
perfe^on  of  its  doftrine ;  the  miraculous  works  perform- 
ed in  aitteftation  thereto ;  the  fpecial  favoiu*  of  Providence 
declared  in  the  fupport  and  propagation  thereof:  but  upon 
no  other  ground  do  the  Scriptures  fo  much  build  its  truths 
and  our  obligation  to  embrace  it,  as  upon  the  exaft  corre- 
ipondence  and  conformity  thereof  to  all  the  ancient  Scrip- 
tures, which,  did  forefhew  or  foretell  its  revelation  and 
introduction  into  the  world;   to  thofe  efpecially  which 
dcfcribed  the  perfonal  charafters,  circumftances,  and  per- 
formances of  our  Lord:  to  this  our  Lord,  in  his  difcourfes 
and   difputes   with    incredulous  people,   referred  them; 
Search  the  Scriptures^  faid  he,  lecazife  in  them  ye  expeSi  to  John  v.  39. 
hat)e  eternal  life;  (that  is,  to  find  the  true  way  of  faving 
truth  leading  thereto ;)  and  thofe  are  they  which  ie/iify  of 
me :  by  this  he  inftrufted  and  convinced  his  Difciples ;  he-  Luke  xxiv. 
ginning  from  Mofes  and  from  all  the  Prophets^  he  expoufid--^^'  "*q\ 
ed  unto  them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the  thirigs  concerning  hiror 
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SBRM.  felf:  and,  Thefe  (faid  he  to  them  prefently  before  his  de- 

I-XXVI.  parture)  are  the  words  which  IJpake  imto  you,  while  I  was 

Luke  ExiT.  1/^^  "^*^*  V^f  '^^^  ^^^  things  mu/i  he  fulfUled  which  were 

^*  written  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  in  the  Prophets,  and  in 

the  PfalmSf  concerning  me :  this  the  Apoftles,  in  all  their 

preaching,  (whereby  they  taught,  proved,  and  perfuaded 

Aas  iii.  29,  the  Chriftian  doArine,)  did  chiefly  infift  upon;  Mofes,  faith 

^**  St.  Peter,  truly  faid  unto  the  Fathers,  yea,  and  all  the  Pro- 

phet&from  Samuel,  and  thofe  tliat  follow  after,  as  many  as 

Aas  X.  43.  havefpoken,  have  likewife  foretold  of  thefe  days ',  and.  To 

Vi\%\yy'  kirn,  faith  he  ag£un,  give  all  the  Prophets  witnefs,  that 

Yl   .        through  his  name  whofoever  lelieveth  in  himjhall  receive 

Aas  xViii.'  remiffion  of  fins.    And  of  St.  Paul  it  is  faid,  that  he  might' 

al!**^"'*  %  ^<^nvinced  the  Jews—Jhewing  ly  the  Scriptures,  that 

Je/us  was  the  Chri/i ;  and — he  expounded,  and  teftified  the 

kingdom  of  God,  perfuading  them  concerning  Jefus,  both  out 

of  the  Law  of  Mofes,  and  out  of  the  Prophets:  thus  the 

chief  Apoftles  and  founders  of  our  religion  in  their  public 

difcourfes;   and  in  their  Epiftles  they  obferve  the  fame 

method ;  as  particularly  aflerting  Chriftian  doflrines^  and 

duties  by  the  teftimonies.  of  prophetical  Scriptures^  fo 

generaUy  affirming  our  religion  to  be  chiefly  grounded  on 

1  Pet.  i.  10  them ;  of  which  falvation  (faith  St.  Peter,  concerning  the 

falvation  exhibited  by  the  Gofpel)  the  Prophets  did  inquire^ 

andfearch  diligently,  who  prophefied  of  the  grace  to  come 

unto  you  ;  and  (in  regard  to  the  conviction  of  others)  he 

feems  to  prefer  the  atteftation  of  this  kind  before  the  fpecial 

revelation  immediately  made  to  the  Apoftles ;  for  having 

fpoken  of  it,  he  fubjoins,  xou  ^ojxev  fisSonorepov  rov  ^r^o^ijTixav 

3  Pct.i.  19.  Xoyov     We  have  alfo  a  more  fare  word  of  prophecy  ;  where- 

unto  ye  do  well^  that  ye  do  take  heed,  as  7mto  a  light  that 

fhineth  in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day- 

Rom.  xvi.  flar  arife  in  yozir  hearts.    And  St.  Paul  faith,  that  t/i^myf- 

as,  26. 1.J2.  ^^^  u/fiich  was  kept  fecret  fnce  the  world  began,  was  then 

made  manifeft,  and  hy  the  prophetical  Scriptures,  according 

to  the  commandment  of  the  everlajling  God,  made  known  to 

,2  Tim.  in.  dli  nations,  to  thfi  oledie?ice  of  faith;  and.  The  holy  Writ- 

^^*  ings,  be  telleth  Timothy,  were  able  to  make  him  wife  to 

the  falvation,  which  is,  by  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chri/i;  that 
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is,  they  were  able  to  fliew  and  perfuade  to  him  the  truth  SERAL 
of  Chriftianity,  which  promifeth  falvation  to  all  that^^^^- 
heartily  embrace  it  and  obferve  its  laws. 

Such  a  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  this  probation  by  the  found- 
ers of  our  religion ;  and  no  wonder ;  for  that  it  is  not  only 
extremely  forcible  in  itfelf,  but  hath  fome  particular  ufes, 
and  fome  peculiar  advantages  beyond  others.  The  fore- 
knowledge of  future  contingent  events,  (fuch  as  were 
many  of  thofe  concerning  our  Saviour,  depending  upon 
the  freed  afts  of  human  will,)  as  it  is  for  the  manner  of 
attaining  it  mod  incomprehenfible  to  us,  fo  it  is  moft  pro- 
per to  God,  and  by  all  men  fo  acknowledged;  future  con- 
tingencies being  fecrets  which  no  man,  no  angel,  no 
creature  can  dive  into,  they  being  not  difcemible  in  their 
caufes,  which  are  indeterminate ;  nor  in  themfelves,  who 
are  finite.  The  prediction  therefore  of  fuch  events  could 
not  otherwife  thaiP'proceed  from  his  pleafure;  neither 
could  he  yield  it  in  way  of  favour  and  approbation  to 
that  which  was  not  perfeftly  true  and  good:  this  way 
therefore  doth  abfolutely  confirm  the  truth  and  goodnefs 
of  Chriftian  doftrine ;  it  withal  manifefts  the  great  worth 
and  weight  thereof,  as  implying  the  particular  regard  aitd 
care  Grod  had  of  it,  defigning  it  fo  anciently,  laying  trains 
of  providence  toward  it,  and  preparing  fuch  evidences  for 
the  confirmation  thereof;  it  together  into  the  bargain 
maintaineth  the  truth  of  the  Jewifti  difpenfation,  the  fin- 
cerity  of  the  ancient  Patriarchs  and  Prophets,  and  the  vigi- 
lant care  the  divine  goodnefs  hath  always  had  over  the 
ftate  of  religion,  and  toward  the  welfare  of  mankind; 
never  leaving  it  deftitute  of  fome  immediate  revelations 
from  himfelf.  It  had  a  peculiar  aptitude  to  convert  the 
Jews,  who  were  poflefled  with  a  full  perfuafion  concern- 
ing the  veracity  and  fanflity  of  their  ancient  Prophets ; 
and  could  not  therefore  doubt,  concerning  the  truth  of. 
that)  which  appeared  conformable  to  that  which  they  had 
foretold  ibould  be  declared  and  difpenfed  for  their  benefit. 
This  probation  alfo  hath  this  advantage,  that  it  fingjy 
taken  doth  fuffice  to  convince ;  whereas  others  can  hardly^ 
do  it  Otherwife  than  in  conjundion  with  one  another^  aii4 
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SERM.  efpecially  with  its  aid :  for  the  goodnefs  of  the  doftrine 
liXXVI.  may  be  contefted  in  fome  points ;  and  however  good  it 
feem,  it  may  be  imputed  to  human  invention:  ftrange 
effects  may  be  deemed  producible  by  other  caufes  befide 
divine  power ;  and  they  may  be  fuflered  to  be  done  for 
other  ends  than  for  confirmation  of  truth ;  they  are  alfo 
commonly  tranfient^  and  thence  mofi  liable  to  doubt. 
.  Providence  alfo  is  in  many  cafes  fo  myfterious  and  un- 
fearchable^  that  the  incredulous  will  never  allow  any  infer- 
ences to  be  drawn  from  it :  but  the  plain  correfpondence 
of  events  to  the  (landing  records  of  ancient  prophecies 
(obvious  and  confpicuous  to  every  one  that  will  confult 
and  compare  them)  concerning  a  perfon  to  be  fent  by 
Godj  who  fhould  have  fuch  circumftances^  and  be  fo  qua- 
lified, who  fhould  in  God's  name  preach  fuch  doftrines 
and  perform  fuch  works,  is  a  proof,  which  alone  may  af- 
fure  any  man,  that  fuch  a  perfon  oRn  come  from  God, 
and  is  in  what  he  declareth  or  doeth  approved  by  him : 
no  coxmterfeiting  can  here  find  place  3  no  evafion  can  be 
devifed  from  the  force  of  this  proof. 

This  way  therefore  of  difcourfe  our  Lord  and  his  Apo- 
ftles  (whofe  bufinefs  it  was  by  the  moft  proper  and  effec- 
tual methods  to  fubdue  the  reafons  of  men  to  the  oledi- 
ence  of  faith  and  entertainment  of  Chriftian  truth)  did  ef- 
pecially ufe ;  as  generally  in  refpeft  to  all  things  concern- 
ing our  Lord,  fo  particularly  in  regard  to  his  paffion ;  de- 
claring it  to  happen  punftually  according  to  what  had 
been  forefeen  by  God,  and  thence  forefhewed  by  his  Pro- 
Luke  xviii.  phets,  rightly  underftood ;   He  took  the  twelve^  faith  St. 
81, 32,  33.  Lui^^e  of  our  Lord,  and  f aid  unto  them^  Behold,  we  go  up 
to  Jerufalerrif  and  all  things  that  are  written  by  the  Pro- 
phets concerning  the  Son  of  manjhall  he  accomplijhed :  for 
hejhall  be  delivered  unto  the  Gentiles,  andjhall  be  mocked, 
and  fpitefully  entreated,  and  f pitted  on;  and  they  Jhall 
fcourge  him,  and  put  him  to  death.     And  again,  after  his 
Luke  xxiv.  refurreftion,  he  thus  reproves  his  Difciples ;  O  fools,  and 
25,  36,  ^^*JIq^  oJ  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  Prophets  have  fpoken  : 
Ought  not  CHriJl  to  havefuffered  thefe  things,  and  to  enter 
into  his  glory  ?  They  did  not  then  (partly  being  blinded 
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with  prejudice,  partly  not  having  ufed  due  induftry,  and  SERM. 
perhaps  not  excelling  in  natural  capacity,  however  not  yet  LXXVI. 
being  fufficiently  enlightened  by  divine  grace)  apprehend,  ^ 

or  difcem,  that,  according  to  the  prophetical  infiru£i:ions, 
-Dur  Lord  was  fo  to  fuffer;  but  afterward,  when  he  had 
opened  their  underjtanding^  that  they  might  under/land  /Ae^ttkexxiv. 
Scriptures,  they  did  fee,  and  fpecially  urge  this  point: 
then  St.  Peter  declared,  that  the  Spirit  of  Chri/i,  whichi^tu'uu, 
was  in  the  Prophets,  did  teftify  beforehand  the  fufferings 
ofChrift,  and  the  glory  tliat fhould follow ;  then  it  was  their 
manner  to  reafon  (as  is  fdd  of  St.  Paul)  out  of  the  Scrip- AQa  xvii. 
iuresy  opening  and  alleging  that  Chrj/i  mu/i  needs  havefuf-^l^,  ao. 
fired :  faying  none  other  things  than  thofe  which  the  Pro- 
phets  and  Mofes  did  fay  fhould  come,  that  Chrift  fhould 
fuffer;  delivering  fr/i  of  aiL  that  Chrift,  died  for  our  Jins,iCor.:Ly,Q. 
according  to  the  Scriptures:    this  is  that  which  in  my 
text  St.  Peter  doth  infift  upon,  affirming  about  the  pailion 
of  Chrift,  that  it  not  only  had  been  predicted  by  one,  or 
more,  but  forefhewed  by  an  univerfal  confent  of  all  the 
Prophets  ;  to  illuftrate  and  confirm  which  aiTertion  of  his, 
is  the  fcope  of  our  prefent  difcourie :  to  perform  which, 
after  having  briefly  touched  the  ftate  of  the  matter  in 
hand,  we  (hall  apply  ourfelves. 

That  the  Meflias  was  to  come  in  an  humble  and  homely 
manner;  (without  appearance  of  worldly  fplendor  or 
grandeur ;)  that  he  was  to  converfe  among  men  in  a  flate 
of  external  poverty  and  meannefs ;  that  he  was  to  caufe 
ofiences,  and  find  oppofitions  in  his  proceedings ;  that  he 
was  to  be  repulfed  and  rejefted,  to  be  hated  and  fcomed, 
to  be  dilgracefully  and  harflily  treated,  to  be  grievoufly 
perfecuted  and  afflifted ;  yea,  that  at  laft  he  was  to  be 
profecuted,  condemned,  and  executed  as  a  malefa&or,  i$ 
a  truth  indeed,  which  the  Jews  (although  they  firmly  be- 
lieved and  eameftly  expefted  the  coming  of  a  MetiSas) 
did  not,  and  indeed  were  hardly  capable  to  entertain.  It 
was  a  point  repugnant  to  the  whole  frame  of  their  con- 
ce&s;  yea,  inconfiftent  with  the  nature  and  drift  of  their  re* 
li^on,  as  they  did  underfland  it^  for  their  religion  in  its 
iiir&ce  (deeper  than  whic}i  their  grofs  £uicy  could  not 
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SERM.  penetrate)  did  reprefent  earthly  wealthy  dignity^  and  pro<- 
LXXVl,  fperity^  as  things  moft  highly  valuable;  did  propound 
them  as  very  proper^  if  not  as  the  fole  rewards  of  piety 
and  obedience ;  did  imply  confequently  the  poileffion  of 
them  to  be  certain  arguments  of  the  divine  good-will 
and  regard :  they  could  not  therefore  but  efteem  poverty^ 
affli&ion,  and  difgrace^  as  curfes  from  heaven^  and  plain 
indications  of  God's  disfavour  toward  thofe  on  whom 
they  fell :  they  particularly  are  (aid  to  have  conceited^ 
that  to  be  rich  was  a  neediul  qualification  for  a  pit>phet3 
(no  leis  needful,  than  to  be  of  a  good  complexion^  of  a 
good  capacity,  of  a  good  converfation  and  life :)  Sphritus 
Dei  non  requiefcit  fuper  pauperem,  the  Spirit  of  Gad  dotk 
not  reft  upon  a  poor  man  ;  (that  is,  no  fpecial  communi- 
cations of  grace,  or  of  wifdon^nd  goodnefs,  are  by  Grod 
ever  afforded  to  perfons  of  a  low  and  afflid:ed  condition ;) 
being  a  maxim,  which  they  had  framed,  and  which  cur- 
rently paffed  among  them :  that  he  therefore,  who  was 
defigned  to  be  fo  notable  a  prophet ;  who  was  to  have 
the  honour  of  being  fo  fpecial  an  inftrument  of  promoting 
God's  fervice  and  glory;  who   therefore  fhould  be  fo 
highly  favoured  by  God,  that  he  fhould  appear  defpicable, 
and  undergo  great  affliftions,  was  a  notion  that  could  not 
but  feem  very  abfurd ;  that  could  not  otherwife  than  be 
very  abominable  to  them.     They  had  farther   (in  con- 
gruity  to  thefe  prejudices,  abetted  by  that  extreme  felf- 
love  and  felf-flattery,  which  were  peculiar  to  that  nation,) 
raifed  in  themfelves  a  ftrong  opinion,  that  the  Meilias 
was  to  come  in  a  great  vifible  ftate  and  power;  to  achieve 
deeds  of  mighty  prowefs  and  renown ;  to  bring  the  na- 
tions of  the  world  into  fubjeftion  under  him ;  and  fo  to 
reign  among  them  in  huge  majefty  and  profperity.  When 
Jefus  therefore  (however  otherwife  anfwerable  in  his  cir- 
cumftances,  qualifications,  and  performances,  to  the  pro- 
Matt,  xvi.   phetical  charafters  of  the  Meflias)  did  firft  appear  fuch  as 
^^'  he  did,  with  fome  pretences,  or  intimations  rather,  that 

he  was  the  Meffias,  their  ftomach  prefently  rofe  at  it; 
they  were  exceedingly  fcahdalized  at  him ;  they  deemed 
^*xxvi"65.^™^  not  only  a  madman  (one  poffeffed  or  diftrafted)  and 
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an  impo/lor,  but  a  blafphemer;  for  no  lefs  than  blafphemy  SERM; 
they  took  it  to  be  for  fo  meaii  and  pitiful  a  wretch  (as  to  LXXVI. 
their  eyes  he  feemed)  to  affume  unto  himfelf  fo  high  a  ' 

4ignityy  and  fo  near  a  relation  unto  God>  as  being  the 
Meffias  did  import.  We  even  fee  the  Difciples  themfelves 
of  our  Lord  fo  deeply  imbued  with  this  national  pre- 
judice^ that,  even  after  they  had  avowed  him  for  the 
Chrift,  they  could  fcarce  with  patience  hear  him  foretel- 
ling what  grievous  things  fhould  befall  him:  St.  Peter 
himfelfy  upon  that  oceafion,  even  juft  after  he  ferioufly 
had  confefled  him  to  be  the  Chrift,  did,  as  it  is  expreffed.  Matt.  xvU 
take  him,  and  began  to  rebuke  himyfayingf  Be  it  fo-rfrom^l^^^^^-^^' 
thee.  Lord:  yea,  prefently  after  that  our  Lord  moft  plainly  12. 
had  defcribed  his  fufferings  to  them,  they  could  not  for- 
bear dreaming  of  a  kingdom,   and  of  being  grandees  Matt,  zx^ 
therein:  yea,  farther,  even  after  our  Lord's  paffion  and^^'*^' 
refurre&ion,  this  fancy  ilill  poflefled  them ;  for  even  then 
they  demanded  of  him,  whether  he  would  at  that  riwcAasi.  6. 
reftore  the  kingdom  unto  Ifrael;  meaning  fuch  an  external 
idfible  kingdom. 

Hence  of  all  things,  notifying  the  Meffias,  this  feemeth 
to  be  the  only  particular,  which  in  general  the  Jews  did 
not,  or  would  not,  fee  and  acknowledge;  and  this  caufed 
them  to  overfee  all  other  glorious  marks,  how  clearly  fo- 
ever  ihining  in  and  about  the  perfon  of  Jefus :  this  cloud 
hindered  them  from  difceming  the  excellency  of  his  doc- 
trine, from  regarding  the  ian£tity  of  his  life,  from  being 
duly  afie6)»d  with  the  wonderfulnefs  of  his  works,  from 
minding,  or  from  crediting  all  the  teftimonies  from  hea* 
ven  miniftered  unto  him ;  this,  as  St.  Paul  telleth  us,  was 
the  mshi  Jcandal,  which  obftni£ted  their  embracing  the  1  Cbr.  i,  99. 
Gofpel.    As  it  was  their  ignorance  or  error  in  this  point,  ^^..?"j** 
which  difpofed  them  to  perfecute  our  Lord;  {nifi  ^nim Johnzv.91. 
ignoraius  nihU  pati  pojfet,  as  TertuUian  isuth ;  if  they  hadTen.  in 
knownythey  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory, ^^^^^^^^l^ 
faith  St.  Paul;)  fo  it  was  that  which  maintained  thdr 
obilinate.  hatred  of  his  name  and  memory;    although 
graced' with  lb  iUuftrious  tdtimonies  of  divino  power  and 
providence.'  • 
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SERM.      We  cannot  therefore  here,  as  in  other  particulars  cbn- 

LXXVI.  ceming  our  Lord,  allege  the  general  confent  of  God's 

people  in  expounding  the  Prophets  according  to  our  fenfe, 

this  being  one  of  thofe  points,  in  refped:  to  which  the 

Prophets  themfelves  did  forefee  and  foretel  their  perverfe 

Vid.  Tert.    ihipidity  and  incredulity ;  that  they  Jhould  look^  and  not 

Ife.  vi.  9.  J^>  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  under/land;  yielding  herein  fpecial  oc- 

Matt.  xiii.  cafion  to  that  complaint,  fVho  hath  believed  our  report  ? 

Ezek.zii.3.  Yet  notwithftanding  their  afie£ted  and  culpable  blindnefs, 

Aasxxviii  there  is  no  particular  concerning  the  Mefiias  in  the  an- 

ifal  liii.  1.  cient  Scriptiu^s,  either  more  frequently  in  way  of  my- 

ftical  infinuation  and  adumbration  glanced  at,  or  more 

clearly  in  dire£t  and  plain  language  exprefled;  or  which 

alfo  by  reafonable  dedu£tion  thence  may  be  more  ftrongly 

inferred  than  this. 

I.  I  fay,  firft,  it  is  frequently  glanced  at  by  myftical 
infinuations ;  for  explaining  the  intent  of  which  aflertion, 
we  fhall  premife  fomewhat,  which  may  ferve  to  declare 
the  pertinency  of  many  citations  produced  out  of  the  an- 
cient Scripture  in  the  New  Teftamentj  the  which,  to- 
gether with  others  connefted  with  them,  or  bearing  juft 
analogy  to  them,  we  alfo,  being  affiired  of  their  defign  by 
the  authority  of  our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles,  may  fafely 
prefume  after  them  to  apply  to  the  fame  purpofes. 

We  may  then  confider,  that  the  all-wife  God,   (who 

Eph.  i.  11.  worketh  all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  will,  and  to 

TiTTa*  ^  ^hom  all  things  are  prefent^  having  before  eternal  times, 

1  Cor.  ii.  7.  as  St.  Paul  fpeakcth,  determined  in  due  time  to  fend  the 

iii%'/*^'    Meffias,  for  accomplifhing  the  greateft  defign  that  ever 

Rom.xvi.   ^2l%  to  be  managed  in  this  world,   (that  which  fhould 

Col.  i.  2d.    bring  the  higheft  glory  to  himfelf,  and  procure  the  richeft 

benefits  to  the  principal  of  his  creatures  here,)  did  by 

his  incomprehenfible  providence  fo  order  things,  that  all 

the  fpecial   difpenfations  preceding  it  fhould   have  a  fit 

tendency  and  an  advantageous  reference  thereto ;  fo  that, 

when  it  came  upon  the  ftage,  it  might  appear  that  the 

main  of  the  plot  confifted  therein;    and  that  whatever 

wascafted  before  had  principally  a  refped  thereto.     As 

therefore  from  the  beginning  of  things  God  did  in  a  gra- 
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dual  method  make  real  preparations  towards  it,  by  feveral  SERM.' 
fteps  imparting  difcoveries  of  his  mind  about  it,  or  in  LXXVI. 
order  thereto,  (fomewhat  to  Adam  himfelf,  mcrre  to  Abra-  ~^: 

ham   and   the  Patriarchs,  fomewhat  farther  to  Mofesy 
much  more  yet  to  divers  of  the  Prophets,  among  his 
chofen  people,  who  not  only  foretold  largely  concerning 
it,  but  delivered  divers  kinds  of  inftruftion  conformable' 
to  it,  and  conducible  to  the  promoting  and  entertainment 
thereof,)  fo  he  did  alfo  take  efpecial  care  by  many  appo- 
fite  reprefentations,  (voijTa  dew^^jwara,  intelligible  fpe&acleSy  Eufeb.  Hift. 
or  ob^efts  of  mental  fpeculation,  Eufebius  calleth  them,)-*'  ®' 
handfomely  inferted  into  all  his  difpenfations,  to  fet  if 
out,  and  to  iniinuate  his  meaning  about  it;  that  fo  it 
might  at  length  fhew  itfelf  with  more  folemnity,  and  lefs 
furprife:  the  moft  eminent  perfons  therefore,  whom  he 
raifed  up,  and  employed  in  his  affairs,  tending  to  that 
end,  as  they  did  refemble  the  Meffias,  in  being  inftru-Pfal.cv.  is., 
ments  of  God*s  particular  grace  and  providence,  (being  Heb^vUi.  e. 
indeed  inferior  Chrifts  and 'Mediators,  partial  Saviours  ^*^»'- 15>. 
and  Redeemers  of  his  people,  as  they  are  fometinles  call- A6isvii!35.' 
cd;)  fo  they  were  ordered  in  feveral  circumftances  of 
their  perfons,  in  divers  a£tions  they  performed,  in  the* 
principal  accidents  befalling  them,  to  reprefent  him  :  (be- 
coming tlxoviKo)  Xgifo),  Chrifts  in  imager  as  Eufebius  again  Eufeb.  HUl. 
ftyleth  them:)  the  rites  alfo  and  fervices  of  religion  in-**  ^^ 
flituted  by  them  in  God's  name  were  adapted  to  the* 
fame  purpofe  5  they  and  all  things  about  them,  by  God's  Heb.viii.5. 
efpecial  direSion  and  wife  care,  being  fitted  fo  as  to  be 
congruous  emblems  and  fhadows  prefiguring  Ghrift,  and  • 
whatever  appertained  to  him :  thus  was  Adam^  as  St. 
Paul  calleth  him,  a  type  of  Chriftj  and. Abel,  Melchi-Tiom.v.i4. 
fedec,  Ifaac,  Mofes,  Jofhua,  David,  Solomon,  Zorobabel,ij|j*, 
are  intimated  to  have  been  fuch;  the  moft  fignal  things  = 
done  by  them,  or  befalling  them,  having  been  fuited  to* 
soifwer  fomewhat  remarkable  concerning  him;  fo  that  we  • 
may  fay  of  them  all,  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  did  Heb.viii.5. 
of  the  Jewifli  priefts,  theyferved  to  thefubindication  eind^Jy*^^^ 
Jhadowing  of  heavenly  things.    In  David  particularly  this  r»4^  a««iu- 
relation  is  fo  pkin^  that  becaufe  thereof,  in  the  prophets  ^>/«^. 
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SERM.  Jeremiah^  Ezekiel,  and  Hofea,  the  Meffias  ig  called  by 
^2__^  name;  as  if  he  were  revived  in  the  Meflias.    It  in- 
Jcr.  zzx.  9.  deed  well  fuited  the  dignity  of  this  great  perfonage,  and 
^^lu.  3.  |]j^  importance  of  his  bufinefs,  that  he  fhould  have  ap- 
xxxir.  «3,  pointed  fo  notable  heralds  and  harbingers  to  go  before  hi$ 
94, 33.     '  f^^9  fumifbed  with  confpicuous  enfigns  and  badges  de- 
(Heb.TUi.».  noting  their  relation  to  him.     It  was  proper,  that  God 
Gmi.iT.  94.  mould  appear  to  have  had  always  an  ezprefs  regard  to- 
CoL  \u  170  ward  him :  it  confequently  doth  ferve  to  our  edification; 
for  that  we  duly  comparing  things^  and  efpying  this  ad- 
mirable correfpondency^  may  be  inftru£ted  thereby,  and 
eftablifhed  in  our  faith ;  may  be  excited  to  the  admiratimi 
of  God's  wifdom,  fo  harmonioufly  connefting  things,  and 
of  his  goodnefs,  fo  pro^dent  fDr  our  wel&re ;  may  alfo 
be  induced  thereby  the  more  highly  to  adore  the  Meffias, 
and  to  efieem  his  defign:  fuch  ufes  St.  Paul  fignifietb, 
when  ha\ing  compared  divers  things  concerning  Mofes  to 
I  C«.  X.    things  concerning  Chrift,  he  iaith.  All  thefe  things  hap^ 
I  Pte.i.  i%,pened  as  types,  and  they  were  written  for  our  admofUtion, 
on  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come. 

It  is  alfo  (both  for  illuftration  and  proof  of  thefe  things) 
to  be  obferved,  that  becaufe  thofe  eminent  fervants  of 
God  were  reprefentatives  of  Chrift,  many  things  are 
fpoken  of  them,  as  fuch ;  many  things  are  afcribed  to 
ibem,  which  only,  or  chiefly,  were  intended  of  him;  their 
names  iu^  ufed  as  \'eils  to  cover  divers  things  concerning 
him,  which  it  feemed  to  divine  wifdom  not  fo  convenient 
in  a  more  open  and  clear  manner  to  difclofe  promifcu- 
oully  to  all  men.  That  this  obfervation  is  true ;  that,  I 
lay,  under  the  names  of  perfons  reprefenting  Chrift  (or  of 
things,  we  may  add,  adumbrating  his  things)  many 
things  are  intimated  principally  concerning  him  and  his 
dilpenfations,  may  be  colleAed  and  confirmed  from  hence, 
that  many  things  are  attributed  to  perfons  (and  to  things 
alio)  which  do  not  agree  to  them;  many  things  were 
promifed  which  appear  never  accomplifhed,  except  after 
an  improper  and  hyperbolical  manner  of  expreffion,  or 
according  to  an  enormous  widenefs  of  interpretation;  ftich 
as  do  not  well  feem  to  fuit  the.  nature  of  true  hiftories 
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and  feriou»  promifes :  thus^  for  infiance^  many  things  are  SERM'. 
foretold  concerning  the  large  extent  and  profperous  ftate  LXXVI. 
of  the  Jewifli  Church;  which  hiftory  and  experience  dojfe,  „y,  g, 
tcftify  never  (according  to  ftriftnefs  of  literal  accept  ion, 
yea  not  in  any  tolerable  degree,  near  the  height  of  what 
the  words  import)  to  ha^^e  come  to  pafs :  thus  alfo,  as 
the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  argueth,  effefts  are  attri-Heb.  x.  <• 
buted  to  the  Jewifli  rites  and  facrifices,  which  according 
to  the>  nature  of  things  cannot  belong  to  them,  otherwife 
than  as  fubftitutes  and  fliadows  of  things  more  high  in 
fubftance  and  efficacy:   thus  alfo  what  is  with  folemnPTal.xir. 
ci^Lth  promifed  to  Solomon  (concerning  the  vaft  extent  i**xjii,^, 
aiid  endlefs  duration  of  his  empire  in  righteoufnefs,  peace, 
and  profperity;  together  with  his  mighty  afts,  and  fuc- 
<:efsful  achievements)  doth  not  appear  dire£Uy  in  any 
competent  meafure  to  have  been  accompliflied :  thus  alfo 
David  (as  St.  Peter  in  the  2d  of  the  A£ts  obferveth,  and  Aas  11.129* 
grbundeth  his  argumentation  on  it)  fpeaketh  divers  things 
of  himfelf,  which  cannot  be  conceived  properly  and  lite- 
rally agreeable  to  him:  fuch  things  therefore  (having 
fome  truth  under  them)  are  reafonably  fuppofed  to  be 
intimations  of  fomewhat  appertaining  to  the  future  more  ^. 
perfeft  ftate  of  things  under  the  Meffias ;  to  concern  him 
(who  was  to  be  the  end  of  the  law)  and  his  difpenfation,Rom.  x.^. 
which  was  to  be  the  accomplifliment  of  all  things  pre- 3^^^""' 
dieted  and  prefignified :  this  is  that  which  St.  Auftin  fig- 1  Pet.  i.  10, 
nifieth,  when  he  faith  of  Chrift,  that  Him  all  the  promifes 
of  the  Jewijh  nation^  all  their  prophecies^  priefthoodsyfacri* 
ficeSj  their  temple^  and  all  their  facramenis  whatever  did 
refonndy  or  exprefs  ^ 

Neither  are  thefe  things  only  faid  according  to  fuppo- 
fitions  aflumed  in  the  New  Teftament;  but  they  agree,  as 
to  their  general  importance,  to  the  fenfe  of  the  ancient 
Jews,  who  did  conceive  fuch  myfterious  references  often 
to  lie  couched  tuider  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures :  they  did 
fuppofe  every  where  a  Midrajh^  or  myftical  fenfe  \  which 

*  Quern  Chriftum— omnia  gentis  illius  promi0a»  omnes  prophetiai>  ia- 
eerdotia,  facrificia,  templum»  et  cun^omnlno  ftcramenta  fonuerunt.  Aug, 
ad  y^htf.  Ep.  ^,  '  - 
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SERM.  they,  very  ftudioiifly  (even  to  an  excefs  of  curiofity  and 
LKXVI.  diligence)  fearched  after :  it  waa  a  conAant  and  confident 
opinion  of  their  do6kor8,  that  all  things  in  Mofes's  law 
yid.Capcll.were  typical,  and  capable  of  allegorical  expofition;  and 
IS^har.    Philo's  writings   (compofed  immediately  after  our  Sa- 
viour's times)  do  fhew  that  opinion  then  to  have  been  pafif- 
able.    We  have  alfo  fevered  infiances  and  intimations 
thereof  in  the  New  Teftament :  neither  is  it  probable,  that 
our  Lord  and  the  Apoftles  would,  in  their  difcourfes  and 
difputations  with  the  Jews,  have  ufed  this  way  of  all^gbg 
and  interpreting. paflages  of  Scripture,  if  they  in  general 
had  not  admitted  aiid  approved  it. 
Vid.  Chryf.     Why  God  ihould  chobfe  to  exprefs  matters  of  this 

torn.  VI.  p.  .      /.     1  1  ,  .  . 

649,  &c.     nature  m  fuch  a  manner,  we  need  not  to  determine ;  it 
658,  &c.     might  be  perhaps  for  reafons  only  knovm  to  bimfelf, 
above  our  keii  or  cognizance :  yet  divers  probable  reafons 
may  be  aifigned  for  it,  yea  fome  more  than  probable,  fee- 
ing they  are  exprelTed  or  hinted  in  Scripture.     It  might 
be  for  a  decent  and  harmonious  difcrimination  of  times,  of 
difpenfations,  of  perfons;  it  might  be  from  the  depth  of 
things  to  conciliate  reverence  to  them,  and  to  raife  the 
Rev.  ii.^  price  of  knowing  them,  by  the  difficulty  of  attaining 
xiii.  18.      thereto;  it  might  be  by  exercife  to  improve  the  under- 
Matt,  xiii.  ftandings  of  men,  to  inflame  their  defire,  to  excite  their 
Pj^"j^*  Jf*induftry,  to  provoke  their  devotion,  to  render  them  mo- 
John  V.  39.  deft  and  humble ;  it  might  be  for  occafion  to  reward  an 
45,    ^*^^*  honeft  and  diligent  ftudy  of  God's  word,  and  to  convey 
1  Cor.  xii.  fpecial  gifts   of  interpretation ;   it   might  be  to  conceal 
Eph.  i.  9,    fome  things  from  fome  perfons  unworthy  or  unfit  to  know 
Matt  xiii    ^^^?  efpccially  from  haughty  and  felf-conceited  perfons; 
13.  xi.  23.  it  might  be  to  ufe  the  ignorance  of  fome,  as  a  means  to 
i"cor.  ii.  8.  produce  feme  great  events ;  fuch  as  was  the  mifufing  and 
A6ls  iii.  ir.perfecuting  our  Lord:  for  fuch  reafons  it  might  be,  and 
there  is  no  good  reafon  againft  it ;  for  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  neceflary,  that  all  things  ihould  be  plainly  difcover- 
ed  at  all  times,  and  to  all  perfons ;  it  is  evident  that  fome 
things  are  couched  in  parabolical  and  myfterious  expref- 
Gal.  iv.  4.  fions ;  it  is  particularly  the  manner  of  prophetical  inftruc- 
Eph.  i.  10.  ^.Jqjj  frequently  to  involve  things,  the  full  and  clear  know- 
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ledge  of  which  is  not  congruous  to  every  feafon,  nor  fuit-  SEBM. 
able  to  every  capacity;  but  referved  for  times,  and  per-  ^^^   ,' 
fons/Jbr  which  the  divine  wifdom  only  laiows  them  moil 
proper. 

-  Thefe  things  being  thus  premifed,  we  come  to  bur  par- 
ticular cafe,  and  fay,  that  (according  to  what  our  Lord 
and  his  Apoftles  teach)  the  Meffiah's  being  to  fufTer  was 
in  divers  paffages  of  the  ancient  Scripture  prefigured. 
Suppofing  the  thing  itfelf  determined  to  be,  there  are  pe- 
culiar reafons,  why  it  rather  fo,  than  in  a  more  open  man- 
neTj  ihould  be  reprefented,  contained  in  thofe  words  of 
Tertullian:  The  facrament  indeed^  faith  he,  of  Ckrift^s 
pqffion  ought  to  have  been  figured  in  the  (ancient)  predi- 
cations  $  forcLfmuch  as  that  the  more  incredible  it  was,  {if 
*U  Jhould  have  been  preached  nakedly,)  the  more  offenfive  it 
wmtld  have  been ;  and  the  more  magnificent  it  was,  the 
more  it  was  to  be  overjhadotued,  that  the  difficulty  of  under^ 
JIanding  it  might  be  caufe  offeeking  of  God's  grace  *».  Sup- 
pofing it  alfo  that  it  fhould  be,  it  is  plain  that  the  paffageis 
about  Abel,  Ifaac,  Jofias,  Jeremiah,  and  the  like,  may 
congruoufly  be  applied  thereto ;  that  the  elevation  of  the 
Brazen  Serpent,  and  the  flaying  the  Pafchal  Lamb  may 
appofitely  reprefent  it ;  the  Jewifli  priefts,  with  all  their 
lacriiices,  may  alfo  with  reafon  be  brought  in,  and  accom- 
modated thereto :  thefe  things  indeed  by  themfelves  foli- 
tarily  are  not  apt  peremptorily  to  evince,  that  it  ftiould 
be  5  yet  do  they  handfomely  fuit  it,  and  adorn  the  fuppo- 
fition  thereof;  according  to  the  notion  premifed  about  the 
figurative  relation  between  the  matters  of  the  old  world 
before  the  MefBas,  and  the  new  one  after  him.  But  with 
a  clearer  evidence  and  ftronger  force  we  may  affirm,  that 
the  Melfiah's  fufferings  were  implied  in  the  affliftions  af-» 
cribed  to  his  reprefentative  king  David,  fuch  as  he  ifi  feve-^ 
ral  Pfalms  (in  the  35th,  69th,  109th,  ii8th,  and  efpecially 
in  the  H2d  Plalm)  defcribeth  them;  wherein  divers  paffages, 

^  Ucique  (acramentum  paffionis  ipiias  figurari  in  praedicationibus  oporti^* 
ent»  quantoque  incfedibile,  tanto  magis  fcandalum  futurum,  quantoque 
magnificitin,  tanto  magis  adambrandam ;  ut  difficultas  inte1Ic6t{is  lOiitiam  ] 

Det-qomrertt.    Tert,  in  JuJ*  10. 
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SBRM.  exprefling  the  extreme  ladnefs  and  forlonmefs  of  his  con- 
LXXVI.  dition,  occur,  which  by  the  hiftory  of  his  life  do  not  fo 
well,  accordbg  to  the  literal  fignification  of  words,  appear 
congruous  to  his  perfon ;  which  therefore  there  is  a  ne- 
ceffity,  or  at  leaft  much  reafon,  that  they  (hould  be  appli- 
ed to  the  MeiSas,  whom  that  holy  King  did  reptefeDt. 

Which  being  admitted,  comparing  the  paflages  we  find 
there  to  that  which  befell  Jefus,  we  may  obferve  an  ad- 
mirable harmony ;  there  bdng  fcarce  any  part  of  his  af- 
fliftion  in  his  liJFe,  or  at  any  circumftance  thereof  at  his 
death,  which  is  not  in  exprefs  and  emphadcal  terms  there 
fet  out.    There  we  have  exprefled  his  low  and  defpi- 
Pf.  xsii.  s.  cable  eftate ;  {I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man;  the  reproach  of 
men,  and  de/pifed'  of  the  people:) — the  caufelefs  hatred 
and  enmity  of  the  populacy  and  of  the  great  ones  toward 
P&l.  ixiz.   him ;  {They  that  hate  me  without  a  caufe  are  more  than  the 
cix"*/'  ^  A«V5  of  my  head;  they  that  would  deftroy  me,  leing  nune 
enemies  wrongfully,  are  mighty  ;  they  compqffedme  about 
with  words  of  hatred,  and  fought  againft  me  without  a 
caufe :) — ^the  ingrateful  requital  for  all  the  good  intended 
Pfal.  xzxv.  and  performed  by  him ;  {They  rewarded  me  evil  for  good, 
cxviuria.'  ^^  hatred  for  my  love:) — their  reje£ting  him;   {The 
Jione  which  the  huilders  refufed  is  lecome  the  head  Jione  of 
the.  corner :) — their  infidious  and  calumnious  proceedings 
Pf.xxxv.  7,  againft  him ;  {JVithout  caufe  have  they  hid  for  me  their  net 
11.  cix.  2.  j-^  ^  p^^^  which  without  catfe  they  have  digged  for  myfouL 
And,  Falfe  witnejjes  did  rife  up  ;  they  laid  to  my  charge 
things  that  I  kuew  not.    And,  The  mouth  of  the  wicked  and 
the  mouth  of  the  deceitful  are  opened  againft  me;   they 
have  fpoken  againft  me  with  a  lying  tongue :) — their  bitter 
Pfal.  XXXV.  infulting  over  him  in  his  affliftion ;  {But  in  mine  adverfty 
15.  ixix.     ^1^  rejoiced,  and  gathered  themf elves  together;  yea,  the 
abjeSis  gathered  themfelves  together  againjl  me:)  They 
peifecute  him,  whom  thou  haft  fmitten,  and  they  talk  to  the 
grief  of  thofe,  whom  thou  haft  wounded :  xa)  kv\  to  oikyog 
roov  Tgctvfj^aToiv  jxa  %po(rs^x.av,  and  to  thefmart  of  my  wounds 
they  have  added;  (fay  the  LXX.) — their  fcornful  reviling, 
Pfal.  xxii.   flouting,  and  mocking  him ;  {All  they  that  fee  me  laugh 
^»  ••  me  tofcorn;  theyftioot  the  lip,  theyftiake  the  head,  faying. 
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He  trufted  in  the  Lord  that  he  would  deliver  him;  let  him  SERM. 
deliver  him^  feeing  he  delighteth  in  him.    And^  I  became  a  LXXVI* 
r^MToach  unto  them;  when  they  looked  upon  me^  they  Jhaked'^^^'T^^^ 
their  heads :  They  opened  their  mouth  wide  again/i  me,  and^i^^*  21, 
faid^Aha,  aha,  our  eye  hathfeen  it.  '^tlpourav [is,  h^efWKr^^^' 
pweof  fbf  iMKT/^pta-fMv,  iSpu^uv  W  Ijxff  T»$  o^cvras  avreov   They 
tempted  me,  they  extremely  mocked  me,  they  gnafhed  their 
teeth  upon  me  .*)— -their  cruel  and  contemptuous  ufage  of 
him ;  [Dogs  have  compaffed  me  ;  the  ajfemhly  of  the  wicked  ^^^  zxii. 
*have  enclofed  me;  they  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet.    /^^»  ^^* 
may  tell  all  my  bones ;  they  look  and  flare  upon  me :)— - 
their  abufive  dealing  with  him,  when  he  in  his  diflrefs 
called  for  fome  refrefliment  \  {They  gave  me  gall  for  my  Pfai.  w\x. 
meat,  and  in  my  thirji  they  gave  me  vinegar  to  drink:) — ^^* 
their  difpofal  of  his  garments  upon  his  fuffering;  (TAcy  Pfal.  xxH, 
part  my  garments  among  them,  and  cafi  lots  upon  my  vef 
ture :) — ^his  being  deferted  of  his  friends  aiid  followers, 
and  thence  deflitute  of  all  confolation ;  (/  am  become  a  Pfal.  ixiz. 
Jbranger  unto  my  brethren,  and  an  alien  unto  my  mother* s  ®'  ^®' 
children  ; — I  am  full  of  heavinefs;  and  I  looked  for  fome  to 
take  pity,  but  there  was  none;  and  for  comforters,  but  I 
found  none :) — the  fenfe  of  God's  withholding  his  favour 
and  help;  {My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thouforfaken  mePPtil.xxii. 
why  art  thou  fo  far  Jrom  helping  meP) — his  charitable  ^' ^****  ^^' 
difpofition  and  demeanour  toward  his  enemies  and  perfe- 
cutors;  {Bui  as  for  me,  u/hen  they  werefck,  {when  they'Epr^mvr^t 
did  trouble  me,  fay  the  LXX.)  my  clothing  wasfackcloth :  •'•ff«**^^«''» 
/  humbled  myfelf  with  fqfting,  and  my  prayer  returned  m,  xxxv. 
into  my  own  bofom.    I  behaved  myfelf  as  though  it  had  ^^*  ^*' 
been  my  friend  or  brother  ;  I  bowed  down  heavily,  as  one 
thai  moumethfor  his  mother.)    Which  palTages,  and  the 
like,  how  patly  and  punftually  they  do  fquare  to  refpeft- 
ive  pallages  in  the  Gofpels,  I  need  not  to  fhew ;  we  do,  I 
piefiime,  all  of  us  well  enough  remember  that  both  moft 
doleful  and  comfortable  hiftory,  to  be  able  ourfelves  to 
make  the  application. 

But  there  farther  are  not  only  fuch  oblique  intimations, 
or  fignifications  of  this  matter,  fhrouded  under  the  cover- 
tori  of  other  perfons  and  names ;  but  very  dired;  and  im* 

VOL.  III.  H  h 
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SERM.  mediate  predidions  concerning  the  Meffiah's  being  fo 

LXXVI.  fuger,  mod  clearly  exprefled :  that  whole  famous  chapter 

jf,.liii,  (the  53d)  of  Ifaiah  doth  moft  evidently  and  fiilly  declare 
it^  wherein  the  kind,  manner,  cauies,  ends,  and  con&- 
quences  of  his  fufferings,  together  with  his  behaviour 
under  them,  are  graphically  reprefente^:   his  appearbg 

Vcr.  2.  meannefs,  {He  kalh  no  form  nor  comelinefs;  and  when  we 
Jkallfee  him^  there  is  no  beauty  thaiwejhould  defire.  himi) 
—the  difgrace,  contempt,  repulfes^  and  rejection  he  under- 

Vcr.  3.  went,)  He  is  defpifed  and  rejetied  of  men — we  hid  our  faces 
from  him  ;  he  was  defpijed,  and  we  efteemed  him  not  ;)-*• 

Vcr.  3,  4.  his  affli£ted  (late,  {He  is  a  man  offorrows,  and  acquaihted 
with  grief;  we  did  efleem  himjirickenjfmitten  of  Gody  and 
affli&ed:) — the  bitter  and  painful  manner  of  his  affli&ioD, 

Vcr.  4,  5.  (He  was  Jlricken;  he  harejlripes;  he  was  wounded  and 
bruifed:) — his  being  accufed,  adjudged,  and  condenmed  as 

Vcr.  8, 12.  a  malefaftor,  {He  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from  juigr 
ment — he  was  numbered  among  the  trcmfgreffors  :) — his 
death  confequent,  {He  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death;  h^ 
was  cut  out  of  the  land  of  the  living:) — the  defign  and  end 
of  his  fufferings ;  they  were  appointed  and  iniSiSied  by  di- 
vine Providence  for  our  fake,  and  in  our  (lead;  for  the  expi- 

Vcr.  10,  5,  ation  of  our  fins,  and  our  falvation ;  (//  pleafed  the  Lord 
'  '  '  'to  bruife  him ;  he  hath  put  him  to  grief:  when  thou  Jhalt 
make  his  foul  an  offering  for  Jin — he  was  wounded  for  our 
tranfgrejjions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities:  the  chajiije- 
ment  of  our  peace  was  upon  him^  and  with  his  Jiripes  we 
are  healed-^furely  he  hatli  borne  our  grief Sy  and  carried  our 
forrows—for  the  tranfgrejjion  of  my  people  he  wasjiricken 
— the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all:) — his 
fuftaining  all  this  with  a  willing,  quiet,  humble  patience, 

Vcr.  7.       and  perfeft  meeknefs,  {He  was  oppreffed,  and  he  was  of- 

fliSied^  yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth;  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb 

to  the  Jlaughter,  and  as  ajfieep  before  her  fhearers  is  dumhj 

fo  he  openeth  not  his  7nouth:) — his  charitable  praying  for 

Vcr.  12.  his  perfecutors,  and  defigning  their  welfare,  {He  made 
intercejjionfor  the  tranjgreffors :) — the  blefled  confequences 
and  happy  fuccefs  of  his  fufferings,  in  the  converfion  and 
juftification  of  men }  in  performing  God's  will  and  work ; 
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m  being  fatisfied,  rewarded,  and  exalted  himfelf,  {He Jkall  S^Rlil. 
Jke  hisfeedy  hejhall  prolong  his  days^  and  the  pleafure  o^LXXVI. 
the  Lordjhallprofper  in  his  hand.    Hejhall  fee  of  the  tra-  if.  ww,  10, 
vail  of  his  foulj  and  Jhall  hefatisfied:  by  his  knowledge ^^>^^' 
Jfudl  my  righteous  fervant  jujlify  many : — /  will  divide  him 
a  portion  i^ith  the  great y  and  hejhall  divide  thefpoil  with 
ihejirong:)  which  paffages,  as  they  do  moft  exaftly  fuit 
unto  Jefus,  and  might  in  a  fort  conftitute  a  true  hiftorical 
oarration  of  what  he  did  endure,  together  with  the  doc- 
trines delivered  in  the  Gofpel  concerning  the  intents  and 
^Se&s  of  his  fuflferings,  fo  that  they  did,  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  divine  Spirit,  relate  to  the  Meffias,  may 
from  feveral  confiderations  be  made  apparent;  the  context 
and  coherence  of  all  this  paflage  with  the  matters  prece- 
dent and  fubfequent,  the  which   plainly  do  refpeft  the 
Meffias,  and  his  times,  do  argue  it :  How  beautijul  upon  lia.  Hi.  7, 
the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tid-^^' 
ings  !  and,  Beholdy  my  fervant  Jhall  deal  prudently ,  ^c. 
^re  paflages  i^imediately  going  before;    to  which  this 
chapter  is  l^nit  in  way  of  continuation ;  and  immediately 
after  it  6,qt}\  follow.  Sing,  0  barren^  thou  that  didft  not  ifa.  liv.  1, 
lear,  &c.  h^ipg  a  no  left  perfpicuous  than  elegant  defcrip  ^^* 
tion  of  the  Church,  enlarged  by  acceiSon  of  the  Gentiles, 
.which  was  to  be  brought  to  pafs  by  the  Meflias.     The 
general  fcope  of  this  whole  prophecy  enforceth  the  fame 
coAclufion ;  arid  the  incongruity  of  this  particular  predic- 
tiqn   to  ^y  other  perfon  imaginable  befide  the  Meflias 
,doth  farther  evince  it :  fo  high  are  the  things  afcribed  to 
jthe  fuffering  perfon  j  as  that  he  ftiould  bear  thefns  of  all 
.God^s  people,  and  heal  them;  that  he  (hould  by  his  know^ 
l^g^JHft\fy  incLny,  (or  .the  multitude;)  that  the  pleafure  of 
the  Lord  Jhould  profper  in  his  hand  to  thefe  grand  pur- 
ppfes;  that  God  would  divide  him  a  portion  with  the  great, 
and  that  he  Jhould  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  Jirong :  the 
-magnificency  and  importapce  of  which  fay  ings  (rightly  un- 
de^rftood  and  weighed)  do  well  ^gree  to  the  Meffias,  but 
'.not  to  any  other  perfon,  or  finiple  man :  whence  if  the 
ancient  Jews  had  reafon  to  believe  a  Meffi^  was  to  cotrae, 
-^  they  with  general  epnfent  4|d  fuppofe  they  had*)  they 

H  h  ^ 


468  The  Sufferings  of  Chrift 

SERM.  ^^  ^  much  reafon  to  apply  this  place,  as  any  other,  to 
LXXVI.  him,  and  thence  to  acknowledge  that  he  was  defigned  to 
'  be  an  eminent  fufferer.     And  indeed  divers  of  the  ancient 

Targumifts  and  moft  learned  Rabbins  did  expound  this 
place  of  the  one  Meflias,  which  was  to  come ;  as  the  Pugio 
Jideu  and  other  learned  writers,  do  by  feveral  exprefs  tef- 
timonies  declare.  This  place  alfo  cQfcovereth  the  vanity 
of  that  figment,  devifed  by  fome  later  Jews;  who,  to 
evade  it,  and  to  oppofe  Jefus,  have  affirmed  there  was  to 
be  a  double  Meffias  ;  one,  who  fhould  be  much  affli£ted ; 
another,  who  fhould  greatly  profper ;  fince  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  here  both  great  aflfidions  and  glorious  per- 
formances concurrently  are  afcribed  to  the  fame  perfon. 

The  fame  things  are  by  parts  alfo  clearly  foretold  in 
other  places  of  this   Prophet,  and  in  other  prophetical 
Scriptures;  by  Ifaiah  again  in  the  chapter  immediately 
Ife.  lU.  13,  preceding.   Behold,   faith    God    there,   my  Jervant  JhaU 
**•  deal  prudently ;  he  Jhall  be  exalted  and  extolled,  and  be 

very  high :  there  is  God's  fen'ant  (he,  who  in  way  of  ex- 
cellency is  fuch,  that  is,  in  the  flyle  of  this  Prophet,  the 
Meflias)  in  his  real  glorious  capacity.  It  foUoweth  con- 
cerning his  external  appearance ;  His  vijage  was  Jo  marred 
more  than  any  man's,  and  his  forjn  more  than  the  fans  of 
Ifa.  xlix.  7.  'inen.  And  again,  in  the  49th  chapter ;  Thus  faith  the 
Lardy  the  Redeemer  of  Ifrael,  and  his  Holy  One,  to  him 
whom  man  defpifeth,  to  him  whom  the  nation  ahhorreth,  to 
a  fervant  of  rulers,  Kings  Jhall  fee  and  arife,  princes  alfo 
Jhall  worjhip.  What  can  be  more  exprefs  and  clear,  than 
that  it  is  fignified  here,  that  the  Meffias,  who  fhould  fub- 
jeft  the  world,  with  its  fovereign  powers,  to  the  acknow- 
ledgment and  veneration  of  himfelf,  was  to  be  defpifed  by 
men,  to  be  detefted  by  the  Jewifh  people,  to  appear  in  a 
fervile  and  bafe  condition  ?  The  fame  Prophet  doth  again, 
Ifa.  1.  6.  in  the  50th  chapter,  bring  him  in  fpeaking  thus  :  I  gave 
my  lack  to  the  f miters,  and  my  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked 
off  the  hair;  I  hid  not  my  face  from  Jhame  and  f pit  ting. 
His  offending  the  Jews,  fo  as  thereby  to  aggravate  their 
fins,  and  accelerate  their  punifhments,  is  alfo  thus  cx- 

Ifa.  viii.u.prefTed  by  the  fame  Prophet :  And  he  Jhall  he  for  a  Cane- 
(PfaUii.  2.)  ^  -^ 
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tuafy  ;  hut  for  a  Jlone  ofjlumhling  and  for  a  rock  of  of^  SE  RM, 

fence  to  loth  tlie  houfes  of  Ifrael^for  a  gin  and  for  afnare  LXXVI, 

to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem.  ' 

The  Prophet  Zechariah  doth  alfo  in  feveral  places  very 
roundly  exprefs  his  fufferings,  his  low  condition  in  thofe 
words;  Behold,  thy  King  comeih  unto  thee;  lowly j  awd2ech.ix.9. 
riding  upon  an  afs ;  (that  is,  pauper,  mean  an     forry  to 
appearance.)      His   manner  of  death  in    thofe  words : 
Awake,   0  fword,  agairi/l  my  Shepherd,  and  againji  the  Zech.  xiii. 
man  that  is  my  fellow,  faith  the  Lord  of  hojis  :  fmite  the^' 
Shepherd,  and  the  Jheep  Jhall  befcattered.     And  again  3  JZech.  xU, 
will  pour  upon  the  hoiife  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabit '^^' 
ants  of  Jerufaliem,  thefpirit  of  grace  and  of  fupplications  ; 
and  they  Jhall  look  upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and 
they  Jhall  mourn,  &c.    The  Prophet  Daniel  alfo  in  that 
place,  from  which  probably  the  name  Meffias  was  taken, 
and  which  moft  exprefsly  mentioneth  him,   laith,  that 
after  fxty 'two  weeks  the  Meffias  Jhall  he  cut  off,  hut  no^I>an.ix.a«, 
for  himfelf.     Now  from  all  thefe  paflages  of  Scripture 
(befide  divers  others  to  the  fame  purpofe,  obfervable  by 
thofe,  whofe  induftry  is  aflifted  by  divine  illumination)  we 
may  well  conclude  with  our  Lord,  ''Or/  5tco  yiypuwreti,  xo)  Luke  xxir. 
5t«^  eSa  xadsTv  tov  Xpitw'  That  thus  it  was  written,  and  thus 
(according  to  the  Prophet's  forefhewing)  it  was  to  hap- 
pen^ that  the  Chri/ijhouldfuffer;  fuffer  in  a  life  of  penury 
and  difgrace,  in  a  death  of  forrow  and  fliame. 

That  it  was  tp  fall  out  thus,  might  alfo  be  well  inferred 
by  reafons  grounded  upon  the  qualities  of  the  Meffiah's 
perfon,  and  upon  the  nature  of  his  performances,  fuch  as 
they  are  defcribed  in  prophetical  Scripture  :  he  was  to  be 
reilUy,  and  plainly  to  appear,  a  perfon  of  moft  admirable 
virtue  and  goodnefs ;  but  never  (as  even  Pagan  philofo-  Plat<s  Se- 
llers have  obferved)  was,  or  can  there  be  any  fuch  with*  ^^^^  *^* 
out  undergoing  the  trial  of  great  affliftion.  He  was  to  be 
an  univerfal  pattern  to  men  of  all  forts  (efpecially  to  the 
greateft  part  of  men,  that  is,  to  the  poor  and  afflicted) 
of  M  righteou/hefs ;  to  exemplify  particularly  the  moft 
diffi^^ult  pieces  of  duty;  (humility,  patience,  meeknefs,  cha* 
rity,  felf'dmial,  entire  refigfuation  to  God's  will:)    this 
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SERM.  he  fhould  not  have  had  opportunity  or  advantage  of  doings 
LXXVI.  fliould  he  have  been  high,  wealthy,  fj^endid,  and  prof- 
■^""""^  perous  in  fecular  matters  :  he  was  to  exercife  greiit  pty 
and  fympathy  toward  all  mankind;  toward  the  doing 
which  it  was  requifite  that  he  (hould  himfelf  tafte  and 
feel  the  inconveniences,  troubles,  pains,  and  forrows  inci- 
VidcTheo- dent  to  us.  He  was  to  advance  the  repute  of  fpiritual 
in°Eph?i*.  goods  and  eternal  bleffings,  depreffing  the  value  erf  thefe 
Concii.  p.  corporeal  and  temporal  things,  which  men  do  fo  fondly 
admire  and  dote  on  :  the  moft  compendious  and  effedual 
way  of  doing  which  was  by  an  exemplary  negle£t  or  re- 
jeftion  of  worldly  glories  and  enjoyments ;  refufing  the 
honours,  profits,  and  pleafures  here,  adjoined  to  a  high 
ftate.  He  was  by  the  moft  kindly,  gentle,  and  peaceable 
means  to  ereft  a  fpiritual  kingdom ;  by  pure  force  of  rea- 
Ion  to  fubdue  the  hearts  and  confoiences  of  men  to  the 
love  and  obedience  of  God ;  by  wife  ihdrudion  to  raife 
in  us  the  hopes  of  future  recompenfes  in  heaven ;  to  the 
accomplifliment  of  which  purpofes  temporal  glory,  (work- 
ing on  the  carnal  apprehenfions  and  affeAions  of  men) 
had  rather  been  prejudicial  than  conducible.  He  was  to 
accomplifli  and  manage  his  great  defigns  by  means  fuper- 
natural  and  divine,  the  which  would  furely  become  more 
confpicuous  by  the  vifible  meannefs  and  impotency  of  his 
ftate.  He  was  alfo  moft  highly  to  merit  from  God,  for 
himfelf,  and  for  us ;  (to  merit  God's  high  approbation  of 
what  he  did,  God's  favour  and  grace  to  us;)  this  he  could 
not  perform  fo  well,  as  by  willingly  enduring,  for  God's 
fake,  and  in  our  behalf,  the  moft  hard  and  grievous  things. 
He  was,  in  fine,  defigned  perfeSily  to  fave  us,  and  confe- 
quently  to  appeafe  God's  wrath,  to  fatisfy  divine  juftice, 
to  expiate  our  fins;  whereto  it  was  requifite,  that  he 
fhould  undergo  what  we  had  deferved,  being  puniflied 
and  afflifted  for  us. 

Now  that  Jefus  our  Lord  did  moft  thoroughly  corre- 
fpond  to  whatever  is  in  this  kind  declared  by  the  Prophets 
concerning  the  Meffiasj^^ive  need  not,  by  minutely  relat- 
ing the  known  hiftory  of  his  life  and  death,  make  out  any 
farther,  fince  the  whole  rfiatter  is  palpably  notorious,  and 
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no  adverfary  can  deny  it :  I  (hall  therefore  conclude,  that  SE 
it  is  a  clear  and  certain  truth,  which  St.  Peter  in  our  text  ^^ 
affirmeth,  that  thofe  things  which  God  before  hadjhewed 
ly  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets,  that  Chrift  Jhould  fuffer, 
he  hath  fo  fulfilled. 

Now,  Unto  him  that  loved  usy  and  wajhed  us  from  our  Rev. 
Jins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts 
tmto  God  and  his  Father;  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for 
ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

Bleffing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  Rev. 
that  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever 
and  ever.    Amen. 
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A  WHIT- SUNDAY  SERMON  OF  THE  GIFT  QF 
THE  HOLY  GHOST. 


Acts  ii.  38. 

And  yejhall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Gho/l. 

S£RM.  Among  the  divers  reafonable  grounds  and  ends  of  the 
^^^^^'  obferving  feftival  folemnities,  (fuch  as  are  comforting  the 
Efth.ix.     poor  by  hofpitable  relief,  refrefhing  the  weary  labourer 
Dcut.xvi,   i^y  c^fTatiQn  from  ordinary  toil,  maintaining  good- will 
among  neighbours  by  cheerful  and  free    converfation, 
quickening  our  fpirits  and  rdfing  our  fancies  by  extraor- 
dinary reprefentations   and  divertifements,   infufing  and 
preferving  good  humour  in  people  * ;  fuch  as  are  alfo  the 
decent  confpiring  in  public  expreffions  of  fpecial  reverence 
to  God,  withdrawing  our  minds  from  fecular  cares,  and 
engaging  them  to  fpiritual  meditations,)  the  two  principal 
defigns  of  them  feem  to  be  thefe. 

1.  The  affording  occafion  (or  rather  impofing  a  con- 
ftraint  upon  us)  with  a  competent  frequency  to  attend 
unto,  to  confider  upon,  to  inftrudl  ourfelves  and  others 
in  the  myfterious  do6lrines  and  inftitutions  of  our  reli- 
gion. 

2.  The  enga^ng  us  feafonably  to  praftife  that  great 

«  ©«oJ  }ii  olnru^Kvrit  re  roiv  uv^^u^mv  t^iir4V4V  ^tlpvxcf  yivat,  iiMXaukms  •»« 
KvroiS  'Tt^v  ^ovojv  Ird^eiifTOf  rag  rut  la^riv  afitetCat  retg  B^ielif,     Plato  3.  dt  Leg, 

Legum  conditores  feftos  inftituerunt  dies,  ut  ad  hilaritatem  homines  pub- 
lice  cogerentur,  tanquam  neceflarium  laboribus  interponentes  tcmpcramcn- 
tuin.     Sen.  de  tranq,  an,  \i. 
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duty  of  thankfully  remembering  and  praifing  God  for  SERIVL 
thofe  eminent  mercies  and  favours,  which  by  his  great  ^^V^^- 
grace  and  goodnefs  have  been  vouchfafed  to  us. 

For  thefe  purpofes  chiefly  did  God  himfelf  appoint  the 
Jewifli  feftivals ;  for  inftance,  the  Paflbver,  the  reafon  of 
which  being  inilituted  is  thus  exprefled ;  that  thou  maye/l  Dcut.  xvl. 
remember  the  day^  when  thou  cameji  forth  out  of  the  land^' 
of  Egypt,  all  the  days  of  thy  life :  which  words  imply 
that  the  obfervation  of  that  folemnity  did  ferve  to  preferve 
the  memory,  yea  the  continual  remembrance  of  that  fo 
notable  a  blefBng,  which  otherwife  might  have  been  to- 
tally forgotten,  or  feldom  confidered ;  the  fame  did  alfo 
fuggefl:  occafion  of  inquiry  concerning  the  reafons  of  its 
fl|^intment,   procuring  confequently  needful   informa- 
tion in  that  material  point  of  their  religion  5  as  doth  ap- 
pear by  thofe  words  of  God,  And  it  Jhall  come  to  pqfs,  Exod.  xii. 
when  your  children  Jhalt  fay  unto  you.  What  mean  ye  by    *     ' 
ihis  fervice?  that  ye  Jhall  fay ,  It  is  the  facrifice  of  the 
Lord's  Pajfover — .    . 

In  compliance  with  which  prudent  defigns,  the  Chrif-  Aug.  de 
iian  Church,  from  her  firft  infancy,  hath  embraced  the  4'^'  '**' 
opportimity  of  recommending  to  her  children  the  obfer- 
yation  of  her  chief  holy  feftivals,  continuing  the  time,  and 
retainipg  the  name,  although  changing  or  improving  the 
matter  and  reafon  of  thofe  ancient  ones;  the  divine  Provi- 
dence concurring  to  further  fuch  proceeding,  by  fo  order- 
ing the  events  of  things,  that  the  feafons  of  difpenfing  the 
evangelical  bleflings  fhould  fall  in  with  thofe,  wherein  the 
legal  benefits  moft  refembling  and  reprefenting  them  were 
commemorated;  that  fo  there  might  be  as  well  a  happy 
coincidence  of  time,  as  correlpondence  in  matter  between 
the  ancient  and  new  folemnities;  whence  as  the  exhibition 
of  evangelical  doftrines  and  myfteries  did  meet  with  minds 
more  fuitably  prepared  to  entertain  them,  and  as  lefs  in- 
novation firom  former  ufage  did  appear,  (a  thing  obferv- 
able  to  be  refpe&ed  in  moft,  or  all  the  pofitive  inftltutions 
of  our  religion,)  fo  withal  Chriftians  were  engaged,  while 
they  confidered  the  frefti  greater  mercies  by  God  vouchfafed 
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SERM.  to  them^  to  refleft  alfo  upon  the  fkvours,  fixxm  the  iame 

LXXVn.  ftockof  goodnefe^  indulged  by  him  to  hig  ancient  people^ 
that  as  thofe  fhould  cliiefly  be  remembered,  b  thefe. 
(hould  not  wholly  be  forgotten:  thus  did  God  difpofe, 
that  our  Saviour  fhould  then  fuffer,  when  the  Palchal  Lamb 
was  to  be  offered ;  or  that  the  redemption  of  the  wosld 
from  fin  and  mifery  fhould  then  be  celebrated  by  vsy 
when  the  deliverance  from  the  Egyptian  flavery  was  com- 
memorated by  them :  and  fo  (that  we  may  approach  to 
our  purpofe)  at  the  time  of  Pentecofl,  when  the  Jews 

Deut.  zvi.  were  obliged  to  rejoice  before  the  Lord,  rendering  thanks 
unto  him  for  the  harvefl  newly  gathered  in,  and  the  earth's 
good  fruits  (the  main  fupports  and  comforts  of  this  life) 
were  by  God's  blefling  beflowed  on  them,  then  did  God 
bountifully  impart  the  firft-fruits  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  the 
food  of  our  fouls  and  refrefliment  of  our  hearts ;  then  did 
he  caufe  his  labourers  to  put  their  fickle  into  the  fpiritual 
harvefl ;  converting  fouls,  and  gathering  them  as  mature 
fruits  into  the  gamers  of  the  Church. 

At  the  very  feafon  alfo  (which  is  remarkable)  that  the 
Law  was  delivered  to  the  Jews,  and  the  ancient  covenant 
eflablifhed  which  did  happen  at  Pentecofi:,  as  may  be  pro^ 
bably  colle6led  from  the  text,  and  is  commonly  fuppofed 
by  the  Jewifli   Doftors,  who  therefore  called  this  feaft 

Exod.  xix.  r\y\r)  TlTVOXOy  the  joy  (or  joyful  feafl)  of  the  Law  y  in  figni- 
fication  of  their  joy,  uiing  then  to  crown  their  heads  with 
garlands,  and  ftrew  their  houfes  with  green  herbs ;  at 
that  very  time  was  the  Chriftian  law  moft  fignally  pro- 
mulged,  and  the  new  covenant's  ratification  moft  fo- 
lemnly  declared  by  the  miraculous  eflfufion  of  the  divine 
Spirit. 

The  benefit  therefore  and  blefling,  which  at  this  time 
we  are  bound  efpecially  to  confider  and  commemorate*', 
is  in  effe<9:  the  publication  and  eftablifhment  of  the  cove- 
nant evangelical,  the  foundation  of  all  our  hopes,  and  all 

b  UtvryiKOfhy  lo^rec^ofAtv,  Koii  'prvivfAo.ros  Wihyif*l»v,  hoc)  ^^a^itrfcUv  i^ecyya!eii, 
xa)  iXw/Jflf  ffviATXri^uffiVy  &c.   Naz,  Or  at,  44. 
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our  claims  to  bappinefs;  but  mote  immediately  and  di-^  S£RM« 
reftly  the  donation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  Chriftian  I^XXVII. 
Church,  and  to  all  its  members ;  for  the  better  under- 
flandiiig  and  more  truly  valuing  of  which  moft  excellent 
benefit,    let    us   briefly  declare   the  nature    and  defign 
thereof. 

Almighty  Gk>d,  feeing  the  generality  of  mankind  alien- 
ated from  himfelf  by  grofs  ignorance  of  its  duty  toward 
him,  atnl  hy  habitudi  inclinations  to  violate  his  holy  laws, 
(oriiginally  implanted  by  him  in  our  nature,  or  anciently 
revealed  to  our  firfl:  parents,)  immerfed  in  error,  enflaved 
to  vice,  and  obnoxious  to  the  woful  confequences  of 
thc3n,  fevere  punifliment  and  extreme  mifery;  was  pleafed 
in  his  immenfe  goodnefs  and  pity  to  defign  its  refcue  from 
that  fad  condition;  and,  in  purfuance  of  that  gracious  de-r 
f^gn,  did  refolve  upon  expedients  the  moft  admirable  and 
moft  efficacious  that  could  be :  for  to  redeem  men  from 
the  -tyranny  of  fin  and  hell,  to  reconcile  them  to  himfelf^ 
to  recover  them  into  a  happy  ftate,  he  fent  his  own  only 
beloved  Son  out  of  his  bofom  into  this  world,  clothed 
with  our  nature ;  by  him,  as  by  a  Plenipotentiary  Com- 
miilioner  from  himfelf,  inviting  all  men  to  return  unto 
him;  declaring  himfelf,  by  the  meritorious  obedience,  the 
expiatory  paflSon,  the  effeftual  interceffion  of  his  dear 
Son,  abundantly  fatisfied  for,  and  ready  to  grant  a  full 
.pardon  of,  all  offences  committed  againft  him  in  their  ftate 
of  error  and  eftrangement ;  to  admit  them  into  a  ftate  of 
prefent  indemnity  and  peace,  yea  to  fettle  them  in  perpe- 
tual alliance  and  friendftiip  with  himfelf,  upon  moft  fair 
4aid  gentle  terms;  namely,  that,  renouncing  their  erro- 
iieous  principles,  and  reforming  their  vicious  courfes  of 
life,  they  cheerfrilly  would  embrace  his  merciful  over- 
'taxes,  and  thereafter  conform  their  liv^s  to  his  righteous 
laws-;  the  which,  together  with  all  his  good  intentions 
concerning  them,  he,  by  the  fame  blefled  agent,  clearly 
difcovered  to  them ;  fully  by  him  inftrufiting  them  in 
their  duty,  and  ftrongly  encouraging  them  to  the  perform- 
ance thereof  by  thepromife  of  moft  bountiful  rewards^  . 
his  certain-love  aqd  favour  attended  with  endlefe  joy  and 
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SERM.  blifs :  thus  dirf,  as  St.  Paul  exprefleth  it,  thefaving  grace 

__^of  God  appear  unto  all  men,  teaching  us,  that^  denying 

Tit  U.  11,  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lujls,  wejhtmld  livefolerly,  rights 

eoufly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world,  expe&ing  thai  blef- 

ed  hope. 

But  to  render  this  wonderfuUy  gracious  defign  fuccefs- 
fiil,  in  a  way  of  wifdom  and  reafonable  proceeding  ac- 
commodated to  the  capacities  of  human  nature,  it  was 
requifite,  that  there  (hould  be  provided  convmcing  aigu* 
ments  to  perfuade  men  of  the  truth  and  reality  of  thefe 
things,  (that  indeed  fuch  an  extraordinary  agent,  with 
fuch  a  meflage,  was  come  from  heaven,)  effe£hial  means  of 
admonifliing  and  exciting  men  to  a  heedful  advertency 
toward  them,  competent  motives  to  a  cordial  acceptance 
of  them;  a  power  alfo  fufficient,  nptwithftanding  their  na- 
tural impotency  and  inftability,  to  continue  them  in  the 
belief,  to  uphold  them  in  the  pra&ice  of  the  duties  pre* 
fcribed,  in  the  performance  of  the  conditions  reqmred. 

For  if  it  were  not  very  credible,  that  God  had  truly 
thofe  intentions  toward  us,  or  if  we  did  not  much  regard 
the  overture  of  them,  or  if  we  did  not  conceive  the  bu- 
finefs  highly  to  concern  us;  or  if,  refolving  to  comply 
with  the  Gofpel,  we  yet  were  unable  to  difcharge  the 
conditions  thereof,  the  defign  would  totally  be  fruftrated, 
and  of  itfelf  come  to  nothing.  To  prevent  which  difap- 
pointment  of  his  merciful  intentions,  Almighty  God  did 
abundantly  provide,  in  a  manner  and  meafure  fui table  to 
the  glorious  importance  of  them ;  for  to  the  nainiftry  of 
his  eternal  wifdom,  he  adjoined  the  efficacy  of  his  eternal 
love,  and  blefled  Spirit;  the  which  not  only  conduAed 
John  iii.  34.  God  our  Saviour  into  his  flefhly  tabernacle,  and  with  nn- 
meafurahle  communications  of  himfelf  did  continually  re- 
fide  within  him,  but  alfo  did  attend  him  in  the  confpi- 
cuous  performance  of  numberlefs  miraculous  works,  im- 
plying divine  power  and  goodnefs,  as  exceeding  not  only 
any  natural,  but  all  created  power,  (fuch  as  were  by  mere 
word  and  will  healing  the  fick  and  reiloring  the  maimed, 
ejecting  evil  fpirits,  difcerning  the  fecret  thoughts  of  men, 
foretelling  contingent  events,  reviving  the  dead,  railing 
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himfelf  from  the  grave;)  which  works,  fome  exprefsly,  SERltf. 
others  by  parity  of  reafon,  are  afcribed  to  the  Holy  Spi-  I^XVlL 
rit ;  for,  If  faith  our  Lord,  /  ly  the  Spirit  of  God  cq/i  out  Matt.  xii. 
devils — and,  God,  faith  St.  Peter,  anointed  him  with  'A^Aasx-as.. 
Holy  Ghojij  and  with  power  ;  who  went  about  doing  goody 
and   healing  all  that  were  opprejjed  by  the  devil :  and, 
fVhoy  faith  St.  Paul,  was  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God^  Rom.  i.  4. 
according  to  the  Holy  Spirit j  by  the  refurreBion  from  the 
dead :  fo  did  God  afford  the  moft  evident  atteftation  that 
cotdd  be  to  the  truth  of  our  Saviour's  quaKty,  commiffion, 
and  do6fcrine;  by  fo  clear  and  roufing  fignifications  did 
God  invite  men  to  take  notice  of  thefe  things. 

But  farther  to  induce  them  heartily  to  comply  with 
thefe  gracious  overtures,  and  to  render  them  thoroughly- 
available  to  the  purpofe  defigned,  the  falvation  of  men, 
according  to  the  terms  prefcribed  of  faith  in  God,  and 
obedience  to  his  commandments,  God  was  pleafed  farther 
to  refolve,  and  he  faithfully  did  promife,  that  he  would 
impart  the  fame  blefled  Spirit,  as  a  continual  guide  and 
affiftant  to  all  thofe,  who  ferioufly  would  entertain  thofe 
tenders  of  mercy,  fincerely  refolving  the  performance  of 
the  conditions. 

Now  although  the  natural  and  ordinary  manner  of  this 
divine  Spirit's  operation  (like  that  of  all  fpirits  and  more 
fubdle  fubftances)  is  not  by  violent  and  fenfible  impref- 
fions  <5,  but  rather  in  way  of  imperceptible  penetration,  or 
gentle  infinuating  of  itfelf  into  the  fubjeft  upon  which  it 
worketh,  hardly  difcovering  itfelf  otherwife  than  by  the 
notable  effefts  refulting  from  it;  and  although  likewife 
the  proper  and  principal  effefts  thereof,  according  to  di- 
vine defignation,  do  relate  to  the  furthering  our  perform- 
ance of  the  fdd  conditions  requifite  toward  our  falvation, 
that  is,  to  the  cherifliing  our  faith  and  quickening  our 
obedience ;  difpofing  men  to  perform  virtuous  actions,  ra- 
ther than  to  achieve  wondrous  exploits ;  yet  more  ftrfly 
to  fatis£y  the  doubtful,  to  convince  the  incredulous  (to 

fthnf  >m€uk    Chtyf.  Tom,  vi.  Orat,  12,  ad  Demet^  * 
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S-ERM.  confound  the  obftinate)  world  about  the  truth  of  his  in- 

tentions,  more  illuftrioufly  to  manifeft  the  completioii  erf 

his  promife,  more  fujrely  to  fortify  the  faithful  agaii^  the 

Icandals  and  temptations,  which  their  profeffion  would 

Aasii.  19,  incur**,  God  was  pleafed  after  our  Lord's  afcenfiou,  and 

is.  11,16.  when  the  apoilolical  proniulgation  of  the  Chriftian  doc- 

i^Cor.  XIV.  ^rine  did  commence,  to  difpenfe  both  to  ihe  teachers  and 

the  difciples  thereof  more  liberal  cammimications  of  that 

Holy  Spirit,  attended  with  notorious,  ftrange,  and  wc»i- 

deriul  effe<Sis,  apt  to  provoke  the  admiration  of  men,  to 

perluade  their  judgments,  lo  prevail  upon  their  afie^ons,. 

to  produce  within  them  ftrong  defires   of  partaking  fo 

high  a  privilege  and  excellent  endowiitent. 

*  The  memorial  therefore  of  that  mod  gracious  aiid  glo* 

rious  difpenfation,  the  Chriftian  Church  wifely  an4  pi* 

oufly  hath  continually  preferv^,  obligkig  us  at  this  time 

peculiarly  to  blefs  God  for  that  incomparable  and  inddi- 

mable  gift,  conferred  then  moft  vifibly  upon  the  Church, 

and  ftill  really  bellowed  upon  every  particular  member, 

duly  incorporated  thereinto. 

I  fay  beftowed  upon  every  particular  meffiber  of  the 
Church;  for  the  evangelical  covenant  doth  extend  to  every 
Chriftian;  and  a  principal  ingredient  thereof  is  the  col- 
Luke  xi.  20.  lation  of  this  Spirit :  which  is  ihe^nger  of  God,  whereby 
(according  to  the  Prophet  Jeremiah's  defcription  of  that 
Jer.  xxxi.    Covenant)  God*s  law  is  put  into  their  inward  parts^  and 
^^-  written  in  their  hearts 'y  infcribed,  as  St.  Paul  allufively 

aCor.iii.a.fpeaketh,  not  with  inky  hut  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God; 
Heb.  vm.    ^^^  ^-^  tables  offtone^  but  in  thefiejhly  tables  of  the  heart ; 
Ezek.xi.19.  not  only,  as  the  Jewifti  law  reprefented,  from  without  to 
nvi.45.^j^^  fenfes,  but  imprefled  within  upon  the  mind  and  affec- 
n»6y^«T^f  dons;  whence  God*s  Spirit  is  called  the  Spirit  of  promifsy 
WccyyikUti.  ^YiQ  donation  thereof  being  the  peculiar  proniife  of  the 
Gofpel;  and  the  end  of  our  Saviour's  undertaking  is  by 
Gal.  iii.  14.  St.  Paul  declared,  that  we  might  receive  the  promife  of  the 
Spirit  by  faithy  that  is,  by  embracing  Chriftianity  might 

Scivirai  fAovvi,  ret  Se  xcct  eii^^ur^v  iv^stKvurui  ffufiiT^v  Tffog  Tnv  rm  atxifrtiv  trXn^^^a- 
f/«v.      Chryf,  Tom.  v.  Orat,  88. 
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j)^ake '  thereof,  j^c<iordi|ig  to  God's  promife;  stnd  the  SERM. 
a|K>ilolical  miuiftry  or  exhibition'  of  the  Gofpel  is  ftykd  ^^^^^' 
the  W'njftrtntion  of  the  Spirit;  and  tqfiing  of  Ike  heaven  / y  ^*tt»cv/a  tu 
gifi,  and  participation  of  th^ Holy  GhoJi is  part  6f  a  Chrif- "^^couIZ'b. 
tian's  pharter;  and  the  fufception  of  Chriflianity  n  thus  "eb.  vi.  4. 
d^ribed  by  St.  Paul ;  But  we  are  bowid  to  give  thanks  2  Th^n;  iU 
atmays  to  God  for  youy  brethren  beloved  of  the  Lord^  be*  ^^\ 
CQ^f^  God  hath  chofsn  you  from  the  beginning  tofalvatimiy 
tktoMghfmAification  if  the  Spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth: 
«aad  ou,r  Saviour  inftrufied  Nicodemus,  that  710  man  can  John  iii.  5. 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  (that  is,  become  a  Chriftiao, 
or  fubjed:  of  God's  fpiritual  kingdom)  without  being  rege* 
Iterated  by  water,  and  by  the  Spirit^  that  is,  without  bap* 
tiign,  and  the  fpiritual  grace  attending  it ;  according  as  St. 
Peter  doth  in  the  words  adjoining  to  our  text  imply,,  that 
the  reception  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  annexed  to  holy  bap-' 
tl&a :  Repent,  faith  he,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  A6ls  ii.  as, 
the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  for  the  remi/Jton  of  fns,  and  ye^^' 
Jhall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Gkoji ;  for  the  promife 
^that  great  pronnfe  of  the  Holy  Ghoft)  is  unto  you,  and  io 
yow  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  to  as  many 
as  the  Lord  our  God  Jhall  call ;  that  is,  the  Holy  Spirit  ip 
proimfed  to  all,  how  far  foever  diftant  in  place  or  time> 
whoever  fhall  be  invited  unto,  and  (hall  embrace  the  Chrif- 
tian  profeffion.     St.  John  alfo  maketh  it  to  be  the  dif- 
tin6live  mark  of  thofe,  in  whom  Chrift  abideth,  and  who 
dwell  in  Chrift,  that  is,  of  all  true  Chriftians,  to  have  this 
Spirit ;  Hereby,  faith  he,  we  know  that  he  abideth  in  us,  1  john  iii. 
ly  the  Spirit  which  he  hath  given  us ;  and,  Hereby  we  ^*; .    . 
know  that  we  dwell  in  him,  and  he  in  tis,  becaufe  he  hdth  13. 
given  us  of  his  Spirit,    And  St,  Paul  denieth  him  to  be  a 
good  Chriftian  who  is  deftitute  thereof;  Now,  faith  he,  Rom.viii. 
if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chriji,  he  is  none  of  his :  ^' 
and,  Know  ye  not,  faith  he  to  the  Corinthians,  that  ye  are  1  Cor.  iii. 
the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelieth  in  ^^' 
you  ?  that  is.  Do  ye  not  underftand  this  to  be  a  common 
privilege  of  all  Chriftians,  fuch  as  ye  profefs  yourfelves  to 
be  ?   And  the  converfion  of  men  to  Chriftianity  he  thus 
expreffeth ;  After  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  Tit,  iii.  4, 
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8ERM.  toward  man  appeared;  not  by  any  righteous  works  whick 

^^^^^^'  we  had  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  hefaved  ws,  by  the 

laver  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  the  Holy   Ghio/L 

And  all  pious  difpoiitions  qualifying  us  for  entranceinto 

heaven  and  happinefs  (faith,  charity,  devotion,  every  grace^ 

Gtl.  ▼.  aa.  every  virtue)  are  reprefented  to  be  fruits  of  the  Holy  Sjpi- 

RonL7v.%.  ^^  •  ^^^  ^^^  union  of  all  Chriftians  into  one  body,  the 

catholic  fociety  of  all  truly  faithful  people,  doth,  accord* 

ing  to  St.  Paul,  refult  from  this  one  Spirit,  as  a  conunoa 

1  Cor.  xii.  foul  animating  and  actuating  them : .  For,  faith  he,  by  om 

Spirit  are  we  all  baptized  into  one  body,  whether  Jews  or 

GentileSy  whether  bond  or  free  ;  and  have  all  been  made  to 

drink  of  one  Spirit. 

In  fine,  whatever  fome  few  perfons,  or  fome  petty  fcfis 
(as  the  Pelagians  of  old,  the  Socinians  now)  may  have 
'deemed,  it  hath  been  the  doArine  conftantly,  and  with 
very  general  confent  delivered  in  the  Catholic  Church, 
that  to  all  perfons  by  the  holy  myftery  of  baptifm  duly 
initiated  to  Chriftianity,  or  admitted  into  the  communion 
of  Chrift*s  body,  the  grace  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  certainly 
is  beftowed,  enabling  them  to  perform  the  conditions  of 
piety  and  virtue  then  undertaken  by  them ;  enlighteiung 
their  minds,  reftifying  their  wills,  purifying  their  aiTec- 
tions,  direfting  and  affifting  them- in  their  practice;  the 
which  holy  gift  (if  not  abufed,  ill  treated,  driven  away,  or 
quenched  by  their  ill  behaviour)  will  perpetually  be  con- 
tinued, improved,  and  increafed  to  them  :  it  is  therefore 
by  TertuUian  (in  his  Prefcriptions  againft  Heretics)  reck- 
oned as  part  of  that  fundamental  rule,  which  was  ground- 
ed upon  the  general  tradition  and  confent  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  Church,  that  Chri/i  had  fent  the  virtue  of  the  Holy 
Ghoji  in  his  roomy  which  doth  ail  believers^;  to  which  that 
article  doth  anfwer  of  the  Apoftolical  Creed,  in  which  we 
profefs  to  believe  the  Holy  GhoJi;  meaning,  I  fuppofe, 
thereby  not  only  the  bare  exiftence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
but  alfo  its  gracious  communication  and  energy. 


«  Tert,  de  Pr<sfc.  18— -mififlc  vicariam  vim  Spiritus  SanAi,  qui  crc- 
denies  agat. 
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^    SiKe  tkerefore  the  collation  of  this  eminent  g^  and  SERlif. 
4bv<mr  lb  nearly  doth  concern  us  all;  feeing  n  is  our  pre-  LXXVII. 
fent  duty  more  efpecially  to  pndfe  and  blefs  Grod  for  it;  . 
>leeing  alio  we  are  wont  to  commenfurate  our  gratitude  to 
x>ur  eftima^on  of  the  benefit,  unto  which  it  relateth;  let 
<us  a  little  confider  the  worth  and  excellency  of  this  divine 
fffSt  conferred  on  us. 

■    That  it  is  tranfcendently  valuable  we  may  in  general 
tience  eoUed;,  that  ^ven  in  our  Lord's  efteem  it  did  not 
.only  counterviEdl^  but  in  a  manner  furmount  the  benefit  of 
iiis  pr^fence;  Svftfe^o^  It  is^  &id  he^  expedient  {or  profit- John  xvl. 
fib\t)foryou  that  I  go  aw^y;  Crod  having  defigned,  thaCt^" 
hxj  abfence  fhall  be^  Aipplied  by  the  Comforter's  mor^ 
bcm^cial  prefenee:  and  wonderfully  beneficial  furely  muft 
that  prefenee  be,  whidi  could  not  only  compenfate,  but 
l^ender  advantageous  the  lofs  of  that  moft  benign  and 
fwaet  converilatibn,  that  tender  and  watchful  in(pe£don, 
Shat  wiibleibme  »id  powerful  advice,  that  clear  and  lively 
pattern  df  all  goodnefs  {hining  forth  in  our  Saviour's  life 
upon  lus  Difciples.    Could  there  be  a  more  indulgent 
Mafter,  a  more  difcteet  Guide,  a  more  delightful  Compa- 
nion, a  nK)re  faithful  Friend,  a  mightier  Prote6tor,  a  furer 
Ailiftatit,  a  fweeter  Comforter  than  he  ?  Yes,  it  feemeth 
that  our  Saviour  did  apprehend,  that  upon  fome  accounts 
thofe  benefits  with  greater  advantage  might  accrue  to 
'  them  by  the  ^t  of  his  Spirit,  than  by  his  own  imme* 
:&te  prefenee ;  that  it  by  internal  operation  could  more 
clearly  inform  the  mind,  more  ftrongly  incline  the  will, 
more  vigoroudy  afie£i:  the  heart,  than  any  exterior  word 
or  example  could  do :  neither  could  our  Saviour,  accord^ 
ing  to  the  condition  of  his  humanity,  limited  to  particu- 
larities of  time  and  place,  fo  perfectly  correfpond  to  the 
various  exigencies  of  mankind,  as  that  omnipotent  Spirit, 
intimately  prefent  to,  uniformly  difiufed  through  all  things : 
Him  therefore  did  our  Saviour  leave  the  guardian  of  YmoUi^i^it 
etherwiie  orphan  Difciples ;  him  did  he  fubftitute  to  un-  j?*'  *^' 
dergo  the  care  and  tuition  of  them,  to  conduA  them  inJohnxiv. 
the  right  way,  to  preferve  them  from  dangers,  to  comfort 
them  in  difbefles,  to  manage  aU  their  eoncernments,  to 
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SERM.  be  their  counfellor^  monitor,  advocate,  and  patron;  by 
XXXVII.  1^  he  meitit  fully  to  make  good  his  word,  that  he  wauU 
be  with  them  till  the  end  of  this  world  ^ 

But  more  diitindly  to  furvey  the  many  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages proceeding  from  this  excellent  ^ft  unto  us,  we 
may  obferve,  that  on  it  the  foundation,  the  improvement, 
the  completion  of  all  our  good  and  happinefs  do  depend; 
that  to  the  Holy  Spirit  in  truth  and  juftice  are  to  be  af- 
^ribed,  I.  our  better  date  and  being;  2.  our  fpiritual 
powers  and  abilities;  3.  our  good  and  acceptable  per* 
formances  ;  whatever  we  are,  whatever  we  can  do,  what? 
pver  we  aftually  do  perform  as  Chriflians. 

J.  W^  owe  to  the  Holy  Spirit  our  fpiritii^  ftat^  ^bA 
being;  our  fpiritu^  Ufe^  0}ir  freedom,  our  hopoursUe 
condition. 
jlniiim  It  is  by  virtue  of  this  quickening  Spirit^  that  from  death 

f^fxv.  and  corruption  we  are  raifed  to  an  immortal  and  indefec- 
45.  tible  (late  of  life ;  that,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  wie,  that  were 

Eph!ii!'i,5.^^^   w  tre/pajffes  andfns,  are  quickened  together  with 
1  Pet  i.  23.  Chri/l ;  we  by  this  incorruptible  feed  are  bom  again  ;  noti 
as  formerly,  to  a  life  of  vanity  and  mifery,  or  to  the  en- 
joyment of  a  few  tranfitory  delights,  tempered  with  many 
vexatious  inconveniences,  pains,  and  troubles ;  but  to  fure 
1  Pet.  i.  3,  capacities  of  moft  folid  and  durable  contentment?,  to  q 
*•  living  hope  of  an  incorruptible  inheritance  ref^rved  in  hec^* 

venfor  usr 

It  is  thereby  we  are  free  men,  enjoying  a  true  and  per- 
feft  liberty;   being  enfranchifed  from  divers  intolerable 
flaveries,  to  which  we  naturally  are  fubjefted,  and  from 
which  otherwife  we  could  not  be  exempted;  from  the  do- 
Gal,  iv.  24i  minion  of  a  rigorous  law  &,  which  prefcribeth  hard  duties, 
but  doth  not  afford  ftrength  to  perform  them ;  apt  to  con- 
demn us,  but  not  able  to  convert  us  ;  from  the  clamorous 
accufatiops  of  a  guilty  confcience,  with  anxious  fears  of 
...    puniftiment,  that  fpirit  of  bondage  unto  fear,  of  which  St. 
15.  Paul  fpe^eth;  from  tl}e  tyranny  of  a  moft  crafty,  fpite- 

'^"Eflff  TWf  (TvvTtXiiets  r*f  ui£vo(.     Matt.  XXviii.  20. 
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fill,  and  cruel  enemy,  that  \^cked  one  who  did  captivate  SERM. 
us  at  his  pleafure^^axi'Si  detained  us  under  his  power;  from  I'XXVII. . 
the  no  lefs  imjuft,  no  lefs  mifchievous  domination  of  our  9  Tim.  u. 
ownflefti,  or  natural  cencupifcence^impofing  grievous  talks  l^'jj  ..  ^ 
and  deftruftive  neceffities  upon  us;  It  is,  faith  St.  Paul,  the Yiom.  viiu 
law  of  the  fpirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  which  fetteih  w^a'cor.  Ui. 
free  from  th^e  law$  of  Jin  and  of  death;  fo  that,  where  the^l*. 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  freedom. 

From  fuch  bafe  thraldoms  we  thereby  are  redeemed, 
and  not  only  fo,  but  are  advanced  to  an  honourable  con-        n 
dition,  are  ennobled  with  illuftrious  relations,  are  entitled 
to  glorious  privileges:  all  the  benefits  and  immunities 
contained  in  the  charter  of  the  new  Jerufalem,  all  the  ad- 
vantages and  privleges  appropriated  to  6od*s  court  and 
family  thereby  appertain  unto  us;  for  we  have^faxAi  St.Eph. H.  19, 
Paul,  accefs  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father,  and  are  thence*'* 
no  more  Jirangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow^citizens  of  the 
faints,  and  of  the  houfehold  of  God :  by  this  holy  unStion 
we  are  confecrated  kings  and priefis  unto  God*,  by  partici- Rcr.  i.  6. 
pation  of  this  immortal  feed  we  are  engrafted  into  alliance  *     '' "  •  '* 
with  the  heavenly  King,  become  children  of  God,  brethren 
of  Chrift,  heirs  of  Paradife,  (an  infinitely  better  Paradife 
than  that  from  which  we  formerly  were  excluded;)  for 
this  is  that  irvsSjxa  vlo^eclas,  that  Spirit  which  conftituteth  Rom.  vlii. 
us  the  fons  of  God,  qualifying  us  to  be  fo  by  difpofirions  joim  i.  13. 
refembling  God,  and  filial  affefilions  toward  him ;  certify- 
ing us  that  we  are  fo,  and  caufing  us  by  a  free  inftinft  to  Gal.  iv.  6, 
cry,  Abba,  Father,  running  into  his  bofom  of  love,  and 
flying  under  the  wings  of  his  mercy  in  all  our  needs  and 
diftreflesj  whence  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit,  t hey,  ^om,viu. 
laidi  fit.  P^x3l,are  ihe  fons  of  God;  and,  the  Spirit  itfelf^^om,  vWi. 
beareth  witnefs  with  our  fpirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of^^' 
God;  yea,  which  may  feem  yet  a  farther  pitch  of  dignity, 
we,  by  intervention  of  this  Spirit,  are  united  and  incorpo- 
i^ted  into  Chrift  himfelf,  being  made  living  members  of 
Ms  body,  partaking  a  common  life  and  fenfe  with  him ; 
by  it  we  are  compared  into  the  fame  fpiritual  edifice, 
dedicated  to  the  worftiip  and  inhabitation  of  God;  our 
bodies  and  fouls  are  made  temples  of  his  divinity,  thrones 
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a£RM«  of  hig  majefty^  oibs  of  his  celeftial  light,  paradifes  of  his 
lAXVU.  blifsful.prefence;  for,  In  whoniy  faith  St.  Paul,  ye  are  bmit 
Eph.  ii.  ta.  together  for  an  mkabitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit;  and, 
1  Cor.  iii.  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  tie 
^'  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you  ? 

By  the  Holy  Spirit  we  are  inflated  in  thefe  unconceiv- 

ably  glorious  privileges,  and  by  it  only  we  are  afllired  of 

them,  to  our  comfort;  the  gift  of  it,  as  it  is  a  gneat  part 

of  them,  and  the  chief  caufe,  fo  it  is  a  fure  confirmation 

Eph.  i.  13.  and  pledge ;  Ye,  faith  St.  Paul,  were  feahd  by  the  Hokf 

^*'*^*"'  Spirit  of  promife,  which  is  the  eame/i  of  our  inheritance^ 

3  Cor.  1.31,  and,  //  is  God  who  dideflahlifli  us  with  you  in  Chri/i^and 

anointed  us,  and  alfo  fealed  us,  and  gave  the  eameft  of  the  . 

Spirit  in  our  hearts :  all  which  phrafes  do  import  the  fame 

things  that  is,  a  comfortable  aQiiranc^  concerning  the 

reality  of  the  benefits  by  divine  grace  exhibited  and  pro- 

mifed  to  us. 

^.  Neither  only  relatively  and  extrihfiBcally  is  our  ftate 
bettered  and  exalted  from  death  to  life,  from  flavery  to 
freedom,  from  baienefs  to  dignity ;  but  ourfelves  anfwer- 
sCor.v.i7#ably  are  changed  and  amended  by  the  fame  Holy  Spirit, 
with  a  real  and  intrinfecal  alteration,  transforming  us  into 
other  things,  much  different  from  what  we  were  in  our 
Tit.  iii.  5.   former  natural  ftate;  by  that  renovation  of  t lie  Holy  Gho/i, 
Eph.  iv.23.of  which  St.  Paul  fpeaketh,  we  are,  faith  he,  renewed  in 
thefpirit  of  our  mind;  fo  that  not  only  the  decayed  frame 
of  our  foul  is   thereby  repaired  and   reformed,  but  its 
powers  are  much  improved  and  enlarged ;  we  are  thence 
endued  with  new  and  better  faculties,  as  it  were ;  with 
quicker   apprehenfions,    with    fincerer  judgments,    with 
righter  inclinations,  with  nobler  paffions,  than  we  had 
before,  yea,  than  we  could  have  had  in  our  original  ftate ; 
fo  that  in  the  language  of  holy  Scripture  we  thence  be- 
Eph.  iv,  24.  come  7iew  men,  and  new  creUtures,  created  according  to 
c^^ulio  ^^^  ^^  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs  ;  according  to  God, 
Eph.  iv.  33.  that  is,  in  conformity  to  the  divine  perfeftions  of  reftitude 
Col.^iii.  10.  ^^  niind  and  will,  fo  as  to  refemble  God  in  a  higher  de- 
gree, and  more  worthy  refpefts,   than  formerly.     Our 
1  Cor.  XV.  father  Adam  was  made  6*V  ^^^^^  ?«cray,  a  creature  endued 
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•tetth  life  and  fenfe,  fumifhed  with  powers  and  appetites  SERM. 
difpofing  to  acquire,  preferve,  and  enjoy  the  conveniences  LXXVII. 
elgreeable  to  that  frame;  and  we  naturally  are  ^fiij^ixo)  Sv^  1  cor.  H, 
^pwKoij  animal  men;  fuch  as  naturally  do  apprehend,  d6^** 
ifcffc^l:,  do  purfiie  things  concerning  this  prefent  life  5  the 
pleafures  of  fenfe^  and  the  fatisfaftions  of  faiScy ;  freedom 
from  want  and  pain,  fecurity  from  danger  and  difturbance, 
together  with  the  means  we  fuppofe  conducible  to  thofe, 
wealth,  honour,  and  piDwer  5  thefe  are  thofe  defres  of  tkeetx4futrd 
fiejh  and  ef  the  mind,  the  things  which  according  to  our'2*|'«^i,. 
natural  temper  and  frame  we  like  and  approve;  whichEph.  n.  a. 
moft  men  therefore  do  highly  value,  paffionately  love,  and 
eameftly  feek :  nor  doth  nature  only  incline  us  to  a  com^ 
placence  in  thefe  things,  but  cuftomary  fruition  greatly 
endeareth  them  to  us ;  fo  that  we  continually  improve  our 
acquaintance,  and  contra^  a  firmer  alliance  with  them  } 
but  fpiritual  and  divine  things  {the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
Ood  ^,  as  St,  Paul  calleth  them)  we  cannot  receive;  that  is>  Ai;tir$«i- 
Amply  of  oiirfelves,  without  aid  of  another  interior  princi* 
pie,  we  have  no  capacity  to  apprehend  them^  no  difpofition 
to  entertdn  them,  no  ftrength  to  purfue  them  5  they,  as 
the  Apoftle  faith,  arefooUJhnefs  to  .us,  that  is,  incongruous 
to  our  prejudicate  notions,  and  infipid  to  our  corrupt 


'  Such  doftrihes  as  thefe ;  that  our  felicity  confifteth  not 
in  affluence  of  temporal  enjoyments,  but  in  difpofitions  of 
foul  croffing  our  humours,  curbing  our  appetites,  and 
quelling  our  paffions ;  in  conformity  of  pra6tice  to  rules 
diftaftefol  to  our  fenfe ;  in  the  love  and  favom*  of  an  invir 
fible  Being ;  in  reverfion  of  an  eftate  not  to  be  poffefled 
until  after  our  death  in  another  world  3  that  none  of  thefe 
prefent  things  do  well  deferve  our  ferious  regard,  aflFeSion, 
or  care,  and  that  it  is  blameable  to  be  folicitous  about 
them;  that  naked  goodnefs  (how  low,  weak,  and  poor 
foever)  is  to  be  chofen  before  all  the  fpecious  pomps  and 
^ories  of  this  wbrld;  that  the  fecret  teftimony  pf  con- 
feience  is  tp  be  preferred  before  all  the  approbation  and  ap- 

^  Tk  i-Sf  mnufimrt  rff  etv.     1  Cor.  ii.  14. 
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SERM.  plaufe  of  men;  that  the  hope  of  fature  joy  (hovM  over* 
LXXVII.  f^ay  the  defire  of  prefent  mod  certain  and  fenfibk  de- 
lights; that  the  lofs  of  all  things  may  fometime  be  deemed 
our  greateft  gain,  being  contemned  our  higheft  honour, 
enduring  affli£lions  our  mod  defirable  condition,  death  our 
fure(l  welfare,  a  crofs  preferable  to  a  crown ;  that  accord- 
ingly it  is  often  advantageous  and  expedient  for  us,  and  a 
duty  incumbent  on  us,  willingly  to  difcard  our  deareft 
contents  of  life,  to  facrifice  our  mod  valued  intereft,  to 
forfake  our  neareft  relations,  to  refiife  what  we  mod  aflfed, 
to  undertake  what  we  mod  didade,  to  undergo  without 
relu£tancy  or  regret  the  mod  bitter  accidents  that  can  be- 
John  xii.    fall  US ;  that  we  mud  (to  ufe  the  holy  dyle)  hate  our  own 
Luke\x.'23j^^^^9  flfeny  our/elves,  and  take  up  our  crofs j  quit  koiifes  and 
x\v,  26, 33.  landSy  defer t  kindred  and  friends;  amrafftFia^su  mSuTi  Tfl% 
34.  V.  39.   iotxTTH  u^app^otMT  to  rcttouncey  or  bid  farewell  to,  all  that  he 
Gal  v**34   ^^^^y  ^^  owneth,  cut  off  our  right  hands,  and  pluck  out  our 
vi.  14.       right  eyes;  circumcife  our  hearts,  mortify  our  members; 
Phil!  iii!V*  ^^^\fy  ^^^  fl^J^h  w^*^^  *^^  affeSiions  and  lu/ls;  be  crucified 
«•  to  tlie  world;  to  account  all  worldly  things  damage,  drofs, 

and  dung,  in  comparifon  to  fpiritual  goods :  that  we  mud 
fo  far  remit  and  redrain  our  felf-love,  as  to  love  alLmen, 
not  excluding  our  greated  enemies,  as  ourfelves;  fo  as 
not  only  to  part  freely  with  our  particular  accommoda- 
tions, but  upon  occafion,  in  imitation  of  our  Saviour,  to 
lay  down  our  lives  for  them ;  fo  as  not  only  to  comport 
with  their  infirmities,  but  to  requite  their  extrenied  inju- 
ries with  good-will  and  good  turns ;  fo  as  to  do  good  to 
Matt.  V.  all  men,  to  return  no  evil  to  any ;  to  blefs  them  that  curfe 
'^'^'  us,  to  do  good  to  them  that  hate  us,  to  pray  for  them  which 

defpitefuUy  ufe  us,  and  perfecute  us. 
John  vi.  60.  Thefe  and  fuch  like  dictates  of  the  Spirit  are  hard  and 
harfh  fayings,  abfurd  to  our  natural  conceit,  and  abomi- 
nable to  our  carnal  humour;  we  cannot  readily  fwallow 
them,  we  cannot  eafily  diged  them;  in  refpeft  to  them  we 
Col.  i.  21.  as  mere  men  are  hx^goi  tJ  huvola,  enemies  in  our  mind,  or 
reafon ;  our  difcourfe  prefently  doth  contradift  and  oppofe 
them ;  our  reafon  is  fhut  up,  and  barred  with  various  ap- 
petites, humours,  and  paffions  againd  fuch  truths ;  nor 
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09Xi  we  admit  them  Into  our  hearts,  except  God  by  his  SERM. 
Spirit  do  Jet  open  our  mind,  and  work  a  free  paiTage  for  J-'XXyil. 
them  into  us;  it  is  he  who  commanded  the  light  to  JhineAiav0\in 
out  of  darknefs,  who  muft,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaketh,  tlluftrate'^''^'  , 
our  hearts  with  the  knowledge  of  thefe  things  :  an  uniiion  45. 
from  the  holy  Onej  clearing  our  eyes,  foftening  our  hearts,  Aas'i^'  ^* 
healing  our  diftempered  faculties,  muft,  as  St.  John  in- 14.       * 
formeth  us,  teach  and  perfuade  us  this  fort  of  truths  :  a  \^f^  "* 
hearty  faith  of  thefe  feemingly  incredible  propofitions  muft 
indeed  be,  as  St.  Paul  calleth  it,  the  gift  of  God,  proceed-  Eph.  ii.  8. 
ing  from  that  Spirit  of  faith,  whereof  the  fame  Apoftle^^-^*^.^^- 
^aketh)  fuch  faith  is  not,  as  St.  Bafil  fsdth,  engendered  nnS^  ^i 
hy  geometrical  necejjitiesj  but  by  the  effe&ual  operations  o/^a'cor  ir. 
the  Holy  GhoJi » :  FleJIi  and  Ihod  will  not  reveal  unto  us,  i3- 
nor  can  any  man  with  clear  confidence^y,  that  Jefus  (the  17*"'  ^** 
author,  mafter,  and  exemplifier  of  thefe  doctrines)  is  the  ^  Cor,  xii. 
Lord,  (the  Meffias,  the  infallible  Prophet,  the  univerfal 
lawgiver,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,)  hut  by  the  Holy 
Ghqft:  Every  fpirit,  which  &[icertly  confeffeth  him  to  teiJohniv.2. 
the  Chrift,  who  hath  enjoined  thefe  precepts^  we  may  with 
St.  John  fafely  conclude  to  be  of  God;  for  of  ourfdives  we 
are  notfufficient,  as  the  Apoftle  faith,  Xfiyl^ea-^al  ti,  to  rea^  3  cor.iii.  5. 
Jon  out  J  or  colle&,  any  of  thefe  things  5  we  never  of  our 
own  accord,  without  divine  attradion,  fhould  come  unto jo\in\'u 44. 
Chri/ly  that  is,  fliould  efTefbually  confent  unto  and  embrace 
his  inftitution,  ^oniifting  of  fuch  unplaufible  propofitions 
and  precepts :  hardly  would  his  own  Difciples,  who  had 
fo  long  enjoyed  the  light  of  his  inftru6tion  and  converfa- 
tion,  have  admitted  it,  if  he  had  not  granted  to  them  that 
Spirit  of  truth,  whofe  work  it  was  o^yeiv,  to  lead  them  injohnxvi. 
this  unknown  and  uncouth  way,  ivopyyix^tv,  to  tell  them]^* 
again  and  again,  that  is,  to  initil  and  inculcate  thefe  crab- -26. 
bed  truths  upon  them,  t^ojctifXrV^siv,  to  admonifti^  excite, 
and  urge  them  to  the  marking  and  minding  them;  hardly, 
I  fay,  without  the  gmdance  of  the  Spirit,  would  our 
I^ord's  Pifciples  have  admitted  divers  evangelical  truths. 
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SfiRM.  as  our  Lord  himfelf  told  them;  /  have^  laid  he^  MfltsT' 
UXVIL  ikifig^  befide  to  fay  to  you,  but  ye  cannot  as  yet  bear  them  f 
John  xvi.  but  when  he,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  fhall  come,  he  fhall  eon* 
"'  *••       du£t  you  into  all  truth. 

As  for  the  mighty  fages  of  the  world,  the  leanred 
iCor.i.3o>fcribeSj  the  fubtle  difputers^  the  deep  politicians^  the  wife 
^'  men  according  to  the  flejh,  the  men  t)f  moft  refined  ju^ 

mentj  and  improved  reafon  in  the  world^s  eye,  they  were, 
more  ready  to  deride^  than  to  regard,  to  impugn,  than  to 
admit  thefe  do&rines :  to  the  Greeks  who  fought  wifdomy 
the  preaching  of  them  did  kemfooli/hnefs. 

It  is  true,  fome  few  fparks  or  flaihes  of  this  ^vine  know* 
ledge  may  poffibly  be  driven  out  by  rational  oonfidera* 
tion;  philofophy  may  yield  fome  twilight  glinmieric^ 
thereof;  common  reafon  may  ^£btte  a  faii^  confent  untoy 
may  produce  a  cold  tendency  after  fome  of  thefe  things : 
but  a  clear  perception,  and  a  refolute  perfuafion  of  mindy 
xh^t  fuU  affiirance  bffaith^,  and  infteanhle'confejffionof 
hope  1,  which  the  ApoiUe  to  the  Hebrews  fpeaketh  of  j; 
that  all  riches  of  the  full  qffurahce  ofunder/iandtng,  that 
abundant  knowledge  of  the  diving  will  in  allfpiritual  wif- 
dom  and  under/landing  ^,  with  which  St.  Paul  did  pray 
Col.i.  9.  that  his  Coloffians  might  be  repUniJhed^  thefe  fo  perfe^ 
illuftrations  of  the  mind,  fo  powerful  convi£lions  of  the 
heart,  do  argue  immediate  influences  from  the  fountain  of 
life  and  wifdom,  the  divine  Spirit.  No  external  inftruSion 
could  infufe,  no  interior  drfcourfe  could  excite  them,  could 
penetrate  thofe  opacities  of  ignorance,  and  diilipate  thofe 
tjbick  mills  of  prejudice,  wherein  nature  and  cuftom  do  in- 
volve us ;  cotdd  fo  thoroughly  awaken  the  lethargic  flu- 
pidity  of  our  fouls ;  could  fupple  the  refTafl:ory  ftiffnefs  of 
our  wills,  could  mollify  the  flony  hardnefs  of  our  hearts, 
could  void  our  natural  averfation  to  fuch  things,  and  quell 
Rom.  viii.  that  ^oyiyftflt  t^j  (ruqymg,  thai  camal  mind^  the  which,  St.  Paul 
7-  faith,  is  enmity  agaifift  God,  for  it  is  notfubjeSi  to  the  law 

2  Cor.  X.  4,  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be;  could  deprefs  thofe  u^»|x«t«,- 

5. 

k  nXfi^o^efia  rtis  ^tftvf.     Heb.  X.  22. 

*  '0/i»\t'yia  rris  ik^ilos  ««AiWf.     Hcb.  X.  23. 

«  Has  rySiros  rtis  ir^«g«f  tf^W  t»j#  ^winvs*     Col.  ii,  2* 
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Uiole  lofty  towers  of  fetf-conceit,  reared  againji  the  hioW'  SERST. 
tedge  of  God,  and  demolijh  thofe  oxyfdfjtMra,  thofe  btil-  ^^X^L 
warks  of  felf-will  and  perverfe  ftomach  oppbfed  agsdnft 
die  impreffions  of  divine  truth ;  and  captivate  irav  vitiiJiM, 
every  conceit  and  devicig  of  ours  to  the  obedience  of  Chri/i 
and  his- difcipline.    Well  therefore  did  St.  Paul  pray  in 
behiEdf  oi  his  Ephefiahs^  that  God  would  be/low  on  /AmEph.  i.17, 
thatfpirit  ofwifdom  and  revelation  in  the  acknowledgment}^^ ^^^^^^^ 
of  him,  and  that  the  eyes  6f  their  mind  (or  reafon)  might 
be  enUghtened,fo  as  to  know  the  hope  of  their  calling;  that 
is,  to-  underftaiid  and  believe  the  doArines  of  Chriftianity, 
which  li^on  condition  of  obedience  did  promife  felicity  to 
them. 

So  is  the  light  of  fpiritual  knowledge,  together  with  ac 
temper  of  mind,  difpofing  to  receive  it,  communicated  to 
us  5  but  farther  alio  by  the  fame  divine  power  and  fpirit 
Hre  ottr  ^tal  heat  atid  vigour,  our  a6dve  ftrength  and  cou^ 
liage  imparted.     For  as  mere  men,  we  are  not  only  blind 
to  diicem,  dull  to  conceive,  backward  to  undertake  the 
neceffiiry  duties  of  virtue  and  {riety  j  but  we  are  alfo  dead, 
heartlefs,  and  unwieldy,  lame  and  impotent,  indiipofed 
and  uncajMtble  to  perform  them :  though  we  ihould  com- 
petently apprehend  our  duty,  and  our  fpirit  thence  (hould 
be  willing;  yet  our  Jlejh,  or  natural  power,  is  weak:  weMatt.  xxvJ. 
may,  as  St.*  Paul  inftrufteth  us,  in  our  judgment  confent  ^^^^  ^ 
diat  the  Law  is  holy,jufl,  and  good;  and  confequently  ^oia^ie- 
fvtll  may  be  prefent  to  us;  that  is,  we  may  be  defirous,  and  ^PfU^^ 
in  fome  meafure  refolved  to  obey  it :  yea,  we  may  have^'- 

_»,■;  ,-  _  ''-^,  -'  .  Rom.  Tl». 

ftmemtertor  rational  complacence  therein;  and  yet  not  22. 
have  ability  to  a6k  according  to  thefe  diftates  and  defires  5  ^^'f*'**^ 
ft>r  to  will  is  prefent  with  me,  (faith  he  in  the  perfon  of  a  rl  vh  Um 
man  endued  only  with  natural  ftrength,  abftrafting  from  iu,^J[^ 
tte  fubfidiary  virtue  and  operation  of  the  divine  Spirit,)  i?- 
btU  to  perform  that  which  is  good,  I  find  not;  I  perceive  yi^,r5«i  ri 
not  any  nxeans  or  way  of  eflFeflihg  it:  knowledge  there- *r^^»  ^ 
fere,  arid  willingnefs  to  do  good,  doth  not  fuffice;  vire  need 
a  prevalent  force  to  ilir  and  ralfe  this  unwieldy  bulk,  to 
6verpoife  oiir  natural  propenfions,  to  fubdue  the  reluftan- 
^8^4Uid  check  the  importunities  of  fcnfe,  to  corre6t  bad 
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SERM.  nature^  ^d  reclaim  from  bad  cuftoln:  the  natuial  vnif^t 
LXXVII.  and  policy  of  our  fingle  reafon,  being  vexy  feeble  and 
(hallow,  is  not  fitly  matched  to  encounter  that  poteni 
confederacy  of  enemies^  which  continually  with  open  vio- 
lence doth  invade  and  aflail  us  j  or  which  by  clandefiine 
wiles  doth  watch  to  circumvent  and  fupplant  us.     Is  it 
eafy  for  us  not  to  dread  the  frowns,  nor  to  be  charmed, 
by  the  flatteries ;  to  (light  both  the  hatred  and  favour;  to 
abide  the  perfecutions,  and  to  avoid  the  allureipents  of 
this  world;  this  wicked,  violent,  deceitful  world,  which 
18  ever  ready  to  deter  from  good,  and  entice  us  to  evil } 
1  Pct.ii.  11.  Is  it  eafy  to  reftrain  and  reprefs  thottjiejhiy  lufisy  whicfh 
Jam.  IV.  1.  ^g  jg^^  p^^^j.  j<^^^  ^^  ^^^  againft  our  fouls,  coml^ting 

tliem  with  their  own  forces,  ufing  their  own  faculties-  and 
members  as  weapons  agidnft  them  ?  Is  it  eafy  to  refcue 
Rom.  vii.    ourfelvcs  &om  that  other  law  in  our  members,  thai  wwr^ 
^^*  reth  againft  the  law  of  our  under/landing,  and  captivateth 

us  to  the  law  of  fin  ?  Is  it  a  fmall  matter  to  fet  upon,  to 
grapple  with,  to  knock  down  that  gigantic  Phili(line,  in- 
ordinate felf-love,  (the  root  of  injuftice,  pride,  envy^  ma- 
lice, ambition,  and  avarice  within  us,)  which  naturally  is 
fo  tall  and  (lout ;  which,  if  not  checked  in  its  progrefs, 
will  daily  grow  in  ftature  and  ftrength  ?  Is  it  a  flight 
bufinefs  to  deteft,  to  counterplot,  to  decline  or  defeat 
Eph.yi.ii.thofe  jttedoSg/ai,  thofe  devices^  oxfubtile  trains^  and  fleights 
y.n.  of  the  tempter ;  to  wreJiU  with  principalities ,  with  powers, 

Eph.v'i.  12.  j^l^f^  ii^Q  rulers  of  this  darkfome  tvorld,  with  thefpiritu- 
alities  ofwickednefs  furrounding  us  ?  May  we  not  reafon- 
ably  in  comparifon  to  thefe  mighty  Anakim  be  (as  the 
Num.  xiii.  children  of  Ifrael  anciently  were)  in  our  own  fight  as  graf- 
hoppers,  quite  defpairing  by  our  own  ftrength  to  vanqui(h, 
to  refifl:  them  ? 

In  our  fpiritual  conflict  with  fuch  dangerous  and  dread- 
ful adverfaries,  we  do  need  an  g7ri;^ogij7/a  tow  vrveufjiaTos,  as 
Phil.  i.  19.  St.  Paul  fpeaketh,  that  is,  a  large  fupply  of  the  Spirit,  a 
collation  of  auxiliary  forces,  an  habitual  fupport  derived 
from  that  invincible  and  infallible  Spirit,  which  only  is 
fl:ronger  and  wifer  than  they ;  we  need  to  be  armed  with 
Luke  XXIV.  ^j^^^  iiivufus  ff  wl/ov$,  that  power  from  on  high,  or  heavenly 

(ira.lix.i9.) 
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tBi^t>  whereby  the  Apoftles  were  enabled  to  fight  their  SERM. 
noble  battles^  and  to  achieve  their  glorious  conquefts,  ^^^Y??: 
fubduing  the  rebellious  world,  and  baffling  the  powers  of 
darknefsi  we  need  ^uva/ts  xgaruKo^vai,  to  beJirengthened^p^-W''^^ 
with  might  by  Chri/Vs  Spirit  in  the  inward  man,  as  St. 
Paul  expreffeth  it ;  whereby,  as  he,  we  may  it&vroL  Itryuevy 
be  able  to  do  all  things^  or  to  accomplifh  the  moft  difficult  Phil,  iv.ia. 
parts  of  our  duty;  without  which  we  can  do  nothings  that  John  xv.  5. 
is,  cannot  dUcharge  the  moft  eafy  things  required  of  us  5 
all  our fufficiency  is  of  God  ;  it  is  he,  who  out  of  his  ^od-  2  Cor.  iii.5. 
nefsdoth  effeQ  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  perform^  his  Spirit  t/^*,J^^^* 
taking  part  with  otir  infirmities j  and  thereby  giving  us  ad- '*';«'^'^<«r 
vantage  over  all  oppofition  and  difficulty.    The  chief  rea-  k^^nims ' 
fon  why  we  do  not  fin^  or  perfift  in  a  courfe  of  difobedi-  2T*^ ... 
ence  to  the  laws  of  God,  is,  as  St.  John  telleth  us,  becaufe^6, 
the  divine  feed  abideth  in  us,  that  root  of  divine  life,  and  ^/*^  ^  "*' 
vital  a6livity  implanted  in  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit ;  that  1  Pet.  i.  23. 
divine  nature,  (as  St.  Peter  ftyleth  it,),  that  principle  and ei/« ^i^j).' 
fpring  of  fpiritual  motion  by  him  inferted  in  us ;  from  ^«  divinae 
which  only  feed  or  nature  do  fprout  all  heavenly  graces  tenttoruti- 
and  virtues".  ;  ^^,«T"' 

The  principal  and  ori^al  virtue,  charity,   {the  rooty 
the  fountain,  the  mother  of  all  goodnefs,  as  Str  Chryfofiom 
calleth  xt^y)  even  that  is  fhed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the Rom.y,  5. 
Holy  Spirit  given  unto  us,  as  St.  Paul  telleth  us ;  and  the 
fruity  faith  he,  of  the  Spirit  is  in  all  goodnefsy  righteouf-  Eph.  v.  9. 
nefs  and  truth;  and,  love,  peace,  longfufferingy  benignity yG9^,\,  22. 
gqodnefSy  faith,  meeknefs,  temperance,  are  by  the  fame  di- 
vine Apoftle  reckoned  ftreams  from  the  feme  fource,  fruits 
of  the  fame  rich  and  goodly  ftock :  to  it  generally  are  at- 
tributed all  purification  of  our  hearts,  mortification  of  our 
lufts,  fan6iification  of  our  lives,  and  confequently  felvation 
of  our  fouls :  Ye,  faith  St.  Paul,  are  wafhed,  ye  arefanSii"  1  Cor.  vi. 
jfied,  ye  are  jtiftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by^^' 
the  Spirit  of  our  God;  and,  God  hath  chofen  u^from  /A^aThcff.  ii. 
beginning  to  falvation  by  fan&ification  of  the  Spirit,  and  ^^' 

Chyf. 

'  *  'P/(«9  Mi^.rwyi^i  tituffmmi  kirdprm  ri»  itym^tif,     Chryf, 
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SERM.  Miefof  the  truth;  and.  Havings  fiuth  St.  Peter,  purified 

^XVJ^I-  our  folds  in  obedience  to  the  truth,  by  the  Spirii,  unto  cha- 

1  Pet.  i.  32. ^ity  unfeigned;  and.  If  faith  St.  Paul  again,  iy  the  Spirit 

^'  ^»»-  ye  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  fUJh,  ye  Jhall  livei  thus  doth 

our  fpiritual  being  and  ftate,  together  with  our  life  and 

a£live  powers,  depend  upon  the  Holy  Spirit:  and  not  onfy 

fo;  but, 

3.  The  continued  fubfillence  atld  preferratiofi,  the  adual 

ufe  and  exercife  of  them,  all  our  difcreet  condu6i,  all  our 

good  pra£Uce  do  rely  upon  him:  it  is  true  Cff  our  fpiritwO, 

Pf.oiy.  99.  no  lefs  than  of  our  natural  life^    If  he  doth  avert  hisface^ 

we  are  troubled  \  if  he  dothfubtraS  his  infiuence,  we  die, 

and  return  unio  our  dufi :  upon  all  occa^ons  we  do  need 

Jer.  z.  93.  his  dire£iion,  aid,  and  comfort  >  for  the  way  of  man,  as 

the  Prophet  faith,  is  not  in  himfetfi  it  is  not  in  man  ihal 

PC  nxvii.  walheth  to  direSi  hisjieps:  It  is  the  Lord,  as  the  Pfalmift 

^*  faith,  that  ordereth  thejieps  of  a  good  man,  and  upholdeth 

him  with  his  hand.    We  have  all  need  to  pray  with  that 

Pfal.  czUii.  good  man ;  Cmife  me  to  know  the  way  wherein  IJhouU 

^9 10.        walk;  teach  me  to  do  thy  wtUyfor  thou  art  my  God;  tkj 

Spirit  is  good,  lead  me  into  the  land  of  uprightnefs. 

We  are  vain  and  uncertain  ih  our  opinions,  fickle  and 
irrefolute  in  our  purpofes,  flow  and  heavy  in  our  proceed- 
ings; apt  to  faint  and  falter,  to  ftumble  and  flip  in  all 
our  prafticej  we  do  need  therefore  this  fure  oracle  to 
confult  in  our  doubts  and  darknefles  ;  this  faithful  friend 
to  dired:  and  advife  us  in  our  afT^rs ;  this  conflant  mo- 
nitor to  roufe  and  quicken  us  in  our  undertakings  5  this 
powerful  guardian  tp  fupport  and  eftablifti  us  in  our  ways: 
it  is,  in  refpeft  to  good  men,  this  fteady  hand  that  holdeth 
the  helm,  and  gently  fteereth  their  courfe  through  the 
blind  tracks  of  reli^ous  pradlice;  withdrawing  them 
from  thofe  dangerous  flielves  of  error  and  temptation, 
upon  which  they  are  apt  to  fpllt  5  it  is  this  heavenly  gale, 
that  filleth  their  fails  with  conftant  refolution,  and  fairly 
driveth  them  forward  in  their  voyage  toward  eternal  blifs. 
He  foftly  doth  whifper  and  infinuat6  good  thoughts  into 
us;  doth  kindle  pious  defires,  doth  cherifli  virtuous  inten- 
tions, doth  promote  honeft  endeavours;  he  feafonably 
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cfaecketh  and  reftraineth  us  from  fin;  he  faithfully  re-  SERM. 
proveth  and  upbraideth  us  for  committing  it;  he  raifeth  ^^^V^^- 
wholefome  remorfe,  fhame,  and  difpleafure  for  our  un- 

iworthinefs  and  folly;  he  fweetly  warmeth  our  cold  affec- 
tions^ inflaming  pur  hearts  with  devotion  toward  God ; 
he  qualifieth  us,  and  encourageth  us  to  approach  the 
throne  of  grace,  breeding  in  us  faith  and  humble  confi- 
dence, prompting  us  fit  matter  of  requefi,  becoming  our 
advocate  and  interceiTor  for  the  good  fuccefs  of  our 
prayers;  through  Chrift  Jefus^  faith  St.  Paul,  we  have  ac- Eph.  ii. is. 
cefs  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father ;  and,  the  Spirit  helpeth  Rom.  viii. 
our  irifirmities  ;  for  we  know  not  what  wejhould  afkfor  as 
we  ought ;  hut  the  Spirit  itfelf  inter cedeth  for  us. 

He  guardeth  us,  he  fiandeth  by  us,  he  fuftaineth  us  in 
all  trials  and  temptations,  affording  grace  fitfficient  to  a  Cor.  xii.g- 
efcape  or  to  endure  them  ;  notfuffering  us  to  be  tempted  iCot-^'ia- 
€tbove  what  we  are  able. 

He  fupporteth  and  comforteth  us  in  our  afHiftions  and 
diftreifes  of  all  kinds,  of  our  inward  and  outward  eftate : 
this  David   knew  when   in   his   penitential   agonies   he 
prayed,  Cqft  me  not  away  from  thy  prefence^  and  take  wo/ Pfal.  li.  1 1, 
tky  Holy  Spirit  from  me ;  rejiore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy 

falvatioHj  and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  Spirit:  this  thofe 
firft  Chriftians  felt,  who,  under  perfecutions  and  all  out- 
ward difcouragements,  were  yet  filed  with  joy^  and  did  Aas  xiii. 
walk  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghofi;  whence  that  tefli-  ^c*/**  ^^' 
mony  of  St.  Paul  concerning  the  ThefTalonians ;  Ye  were  iTheec/ue. 

followers  of  me^  and  of  the  Lord,  receiving  the  word  in 
much  affii&iony  with  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghoji :  by  it  the 
bleiTed  Saints,  Martyrs,  and  ConfeflTors  being  infpired,  did 
not  only  with  admirable  patience,  but  incredible  alacrity, 
undergo  the  extremefl  loffes,  ignominies,  and  tortures, 
which  the  fpite  of  hell  and  rage  of  the  world  could  inflift 
on  them. 

It  IS,  in  fine,  this  Holy  Spirit  which  is  the  fole  author 
and  fpring  of  all  true  delight,  of  all  real  content  within 
us;  of  that  unfpeakable  joy  in  believing ^  that  gaiety  qfiVet.uj^^^ 
hope,  that  fatisfa£tion  in  well  doing :  the  partaking  of  his  fjj"*  *^" 
fociety,  influence,  and  confolation,  is  indeed  the  mofl  de-  Heb.  iii.  6. 

VOL.  III.  K  k 
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SEKH,  UciouB  repaid  and  richeft  cordial  of  our  foolj  the  Iscareft 
LXXVII,  refemblance,  the  fweeteft  foretafte  of  Paradife* 
"  So  manyi  fo  great  |  yea  tar  more^  far  greater  thaii^ 

{hould  the  time  give  me  leave^  I  could  enumerate  or  ex* 
preft,  are  the  beneiit§  accruing  to  us  from  this  moft  ex- 
cellent gift  of  God,  by  him  gracioufly  conferred  upon  all 
good  Chriftians;  for  which  we  fhould  correfpondently 
endeavour  with  aU  our  hearts  to  praife  and  thank  him; 
in  all  our  lives  to  make  grateful  and  worthy  returns  for 
it ;  efpecially  by  well  ufing  it  to  the  greateft  purpofes^  for 
which  it  waB  betlowed,  of  enabling  us  to  ferve  God,  of 
preferving  us  from  fin,  of  conducing  us  to  eternal  fal- 
vation. 

Let  U8  eameftly  Invite  this  holy  gueft  unto  us,  by  our 

'LuVcxi*i3»  prayers  unto  him,  who  hath  promifed  to  beftow  his  Spirit 

■i^oi^ao  ^t^^  thofe  which  afk  it,  to  impart  this  living Jiream  to 

every  one,  which  thir/tetk  after  it  j  let  us  willingly  receive 

hin}  into  our  hearts,  let  us  treat  him  with  all  kind  ufage, 

with  all  humble  obfervance.     Let  us  not  exclude  him  by 

AastiL  SI.  fu pine  negleft>  or  rude  refijiancej  let  us  not  grieve  him  by 

IfJ  jj[]^jj  "^'our  perverfe  and  fro  ward  behaviour  toward  hinij  let  us 

to.  not  tempt  him  by  our  fond  prefumptions,  or  bafe  trea* 

1  Thcff,  V,  cheries ;  let  us  not  quench  his  heavenly  light  and  heat 

^9*  by  our  foul  lufls  and  paffions :  but  let  us  admit  gladly  his 

gentle  illapfes;  let  us  hearken  to  his  faithful  fuggeftions; 

let  us  comply  with  his  kindly  motions  ^  let  us  demean 

ourfelves  modeftly,  confiftently,  and   officioufly  toward 

him :  that  we  may  fo  do,  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant 

unto  iM,  through  Jefus  Chri/i  our  Lord;  to  whom,  with  tho 

feme  Holy  Spirit^  for  ever  be  all  glory  arid  praife.    Amen. 

0  God,  the  Jirength  of  all  them  that  put  their  tru/i  in 

thee,  merciftdly  accept  our  pray^s;  and  hecaufe,  through 

the  weaknefs  of  our  mortal  nature,  we  can  do  no  good  thing 

without  thee,  grant  us  the  help  of  thy  grace,  that  in  keep- 

i^  ^fthy  commandments  we  may  pleq/e  thee  both  in  will 

and  deed,  through  Jefus  Chrift  dur  Lord.    Amen. 


,       A 

DEFENCE 

OF  THE 

BLESSED  TRINITY. 

TRINITY  SUNDAY,  1653. 

4>t/^ti  fiuh  aftetq  Xoyo^  ffa^fiq  xa.)  tvKUviro^,  na)  ^i»  Toy  ayTi//tq^;^o- 
fAtyoy  x6yo9  Ihtv^^iat  ovx  tyjuv"  o  ^  vsp^  OcoD  TO0'ot;ra;  jea«AAo»«  00*0; 
^iri^oy  TO  vgroxi^fAffvor,  x«)  0  ^Xo(  ^\tiu9,  nut  h  xU^viio%  ^a>.%vuT%^9^* 
%ai  yct^  yoiSaat  ^a>iivlt,  x«»  lffjt,innvc»i  aiA,vi^a9Qv,  nctt  anting  jtixoSft^- 
|aI»«i(  lflriT«>;gar>  l^yvl'faTfpov.     Gregf.  iVa«.  Orat.  26. 

Col.  Hi.  ij. 
Set  your  affeSiions  on  things  above.  <t>^furt  r» 

JTOR  underftanding  this  apoftolical  precept,  two  parti- 
culars muft  be  confidered ;  firft  the  aft,  fpovelv,  (which  is 
rendered  to  fet  our  affeSiions ;)  then  the  objeft,  rot  iveo, 
things  above :  thefe  we  briefly  fhall  explain. 

The  word  fpovsiv  doth  primarily,  and  alfo  according  to 
common  ufe,  denote  an  advertency,  or  intent  application 
of  the  mind  upon  any  obje£L :  of  the  mind,  that  is,  of  a 
man's  foul,  efpecially  of  its  rational  part ;  fo  as  to  include 
the  powers  of  underftanding,  will,  affection,  aftivityj 
whence  it  may  imply  dire£tion  of  our  underftanding  to 
know;  of  our  will  to  choofe  and  embrace;  of  our  affec- 
tion to  love,  defire,  relifli ;  of  our  aflivity  to  purfue  any 
good  (real  or  apparent)  which  is  propofed :  according  to 
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which  mod  comprehenfive  fenfe  (fuiting  the  nature  of 
the  thing)  I  do  take  the  word,  fuppofing  that  St.  Paul 
doth  enjoin  us  to  employ  all  our  mental  faculties  in  ftudy, 
choice,  paflion,  endeavour  upon  fupernal  things. 

The  Tu  avco  (things  above)  may  be  fo  taken,  as  to  im- 
port all  things  relating  to  our  fpiritual  life  here,  or  our 
future  (late  hereafter ;  the  which  do  either  afbually  fub- 
fift  above  in  heaven,  or  have  a  final  reference  thither :  fo 
they  may  comprife,  i.  The  fubftantial  beings,  to  whom 
we  (land  related,  owe  refpeft,  perform  duty.  a.  The 
ftate  and  condition  of  our  fpiritual  life  here,  or  hereafter, 
as  we  are  fervants  and  fubjeAs  of  God,  citizens  of  hea- 
ven, candidates  of  immortal  happinefs.  3.  Rules  to  be 
obferved,  qualities  to  be  acquired,  afiions  to  be  perform* 
ed,  means  to  be  ufed  by  us  in  regard  to  the  fuperior 
place  and  flate. 

Of  tbefe  things  the  incomparably  principal  and  fu- 
preme,  the  to  ttKepim,  is  the  ever  mod  glorious  and  bleff- 
ed  Trinity ;  to  the  minding  of  which  this  day  is  peculi- 
arly dedicated,,  and  the  which  indeed  is  always  the  moft 
excellent,  moft  beneficial,  moft  comfortable  obje6t  of  our 
contemplation  and  affeSion ;  wherefore  upon  it  I  fliall 
now  immediately  fix  my  difcourfe. 

The  facred  Trinity  may  be  confidered,  either  as  it  is  in 
itfelf  wrapt  up  in  unexplicable  folds  of  myftery ;  or  as  it 
hath  difcovered  itfelf  operating  in  wonderful  methods  of 
grace  towards  us. 

As  it  is  in  itfelf,  it  is  an  objeft  too  bright  and  dazzling 
for  our  weak  eye  to  faften  upon,  an  abyfs  too  deep  for 
our  ftiort  reafon  to  fathom  :  I  can  only  fay,  that  we  are 
fo  bound  to  mind  it,  as  to  exercife  our  faith,  and  exprefs 
our  humility,  in  willingly  believing,  in  fubmiflively  ador- 
ing thofe  high  myfteries  which  are  revealed  in  the  holy 
oracles  concerning  it,  by  that  Spirit  itfelf,  which  fearcheth 
the  depths  of  Gody  and  by  that  only  Son  of  God,  who  re- 
fiding  in  his  Father's  bofom,  hath  thence  brought  them 
's.Kum  ilr,.  forth,  and  expounded  them  to  us,  fo  far  as  was  fit  for  our 
JohnT  18.  capacity  and  ufe :  and  the  leftures  fo  read  by  the  eternal 
loifdom  of  Gody  the  propofitions  uttered  by  the  mouth  of 
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truth  itfelf  we  are  obliged  with  a  docile  eary  and  a  cre- 
dulous heart,  to  entertain. 

That  there  is  one  Divine  Nature  or  Eflence,  common 
unto  three  Perfons  incomprehenfibly  united,  and  ineffably 
diftinguiihed ;  united  in  eflential  attributes,  diftinguiflied 
by  peculiar  idioms  and  relations ;  all  equally  infinite  in 
every  divine  perfeflion,  each  different  from  other  in  order 
and  manner  of  fubfiftence ;  that  there  is  a  mutual  inex-  John  x.  as. 
iftcnce  of  one  in  all,  and  all  in  one;  a  communication xiii,  21. 
without  any  deprivation  or  diminution  in  the  communi- 
cant; an  eternal  generation,  and  an  eternal  proceflSon, 
without  precedence  or  fucceffion,  without  proper  caufal- 
ity  or  dependence;   a  Father  imparting  his   own,   and 
the  Son  receiving  his  Father's  life,  and  a  Spirit  iffuing 
from  both,  without  any  divifion  or  multiplication  of  ef- 
fence :  thefe  are  notions  which  may  well  puzzle  our  rea- 
fon  in  conceiving  how  they  agree,  but  fhould  not  ftagger 
.  our  faith  in  affenting  that  they  are  true ;  upon  which  we 
fhould  meditate,  not  with  hope  to  comprehend,  but  with 
difpofition  to  admire,  veiling  our  faces  in  the  prefence, 
and  proftrating  our  reafon  at  the  feet  of  wifdom  fo  far 
tranfcending  us. 

There  be  thofe,  who,  becaufe  they  cannot  untie,  dare 
to  cut  in  funder  thefe  facred  knots ;  who,  becaufe  they 
cannot  fully  conceive  it,  dare  flatly  to  deny  them;  who, 
inftead  of  confeffing  their  own  infirmity,  do  charge  the 
plain  dofhrines  and  affertions  of  holy  Scripture  with  im- 
poffibility.  Others  feem  to  think  they  can  demonftrate 
thefe  myfteries  by  arguments  grounded  upon  principles 
of  natural  light;  and  exprefs  it  by  fimilitudes  derived 
from  common  experience.  To  reprefs  the  prefumption 
of  the  former,  and  to  reftrain  the  curiofity  of  the  latter, 
the  following  confiderations  {improved  by  your  thoughts) 
may  perhaps  fomewhat  conduce. 

I.  We  may  confider,  that  our  reafon  is  no  competent 
or  capable  judge  concerning  propofitions  of  this  nature ; 
a  Our  hreafiy  as  Minutius  fpeaketh,  is  a  narrow  veffel,  that 

*  Nobis  ad  intelleaum  pe6lu8  anguftum  eft,  &c.    Mh.  Ptlktt, 
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will  not  hold  much  under/landing ;  it  is  DOt  fufficient,  nor 
was  ever  deiigned  to  found  fuch  depths,  to  defcry  the  ra- 
dical principles  of  all  being,  to  reach  the  extreme  poffibi- 
lities  of  things.     Such  an  intelledual  capacity  is  vouch- 
fafed  to  us  as  doth  fuit  to  our  degree,  (the  loweft  rank  of 
intelligent  creatures,)  as  becometh  our  ftadon  in  this  in- 
ferior part  of  the  world,  as  may  qualify  us  to  difcharge 
the  petty  bufinefles  committed  to  our  management,  and 
the  facile  duties  incumbent  on  us :  but  to  know  what 
God  is  ^,  how  he  fubfifteth,  what  he  can,  what  he  ihould 
do,  by  our  natural  perfpicacity,  or  by  any  means  we  can 
ufe,  farther  than  he  pleafeth  to  reveal,  doth  not  fuit  to 
the  meanuefs  of  our  condition,  or  the  narrownefs  of  our 
capacity;  thefe  really  are  the  moft  elevated  iublimities, 
and  the  abdrufeft  fubtilties  that  are,  or  can  be,  in  the  na- 
ture of  things :  he  that  can  penetrate  them,  may  ereA 
his  tribunal  any  where  in  the  world,  and  pretend  juftly  • 
that  nothing  in  heaven  or  earth  is  exempted  from  his 
judgment.     But  in  truth,  how  unfit  our  reafon  is  to  ex*- 
ercife  fuch  univerfal  jurifdiftion,  we  may  difcern  by  com- 
paririg  it  to  our  fenfe ;  it  is  obvious  that  many  beads  do 
(by  advantage  of  a  finer  fenfe)  fee,  hear,  fmell  things  im- 
perceptible to  us :  and  were  it  not  very  unreafonable  to 
conclude  that  fuch  things  do  not  exitt,  or  are  in  them- 
felves  altogether  infenfible,  becaufe  they  do  not  at  all 
appear  to  us  ?    Is  it  not  evident,  that  we  ought  to  impute 
their  imperceptibility  (refpefting  us)  to  the  defedl  of  our 
fenfe,  to  its  dulnefs  and  grofTnefs,  in  regard  to  the  fubtilty 
of  thofe  obje6is?  Even  fo  may  propofitions  in  themfelves, 
and  in  regard  to  the  capacity  of  higher  underftandings 
(for  there  are  gradual  diflTerences  in  underftanding,  as 
well  as  in  fenfe)  be  true  and  very  intelligible,  which  to 
our  inferior  reafon  feem  unintelligible,  or  repugnant  to 
the  prenotions  with  which  our  foul  is  imbued ;  and  our 
not  difcerning  thofe  truths,  may  argue  the  blindnefs  and 
weaknefs  of  our  underftanding,  not  any  fault  or  incon- 


^dvras  »iv9»T0¥  ^'fyuv,     Plato  in  Tim, 
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fiftency  in  the  things  themfelves  5  nor  fhould  it  caufe  us 
anywife  to.diftruft  them,  if  they  come  recommended  to 
our  belief  by  competent  authority. 

To  fuch  purpofes  indeed  the  holy  Scripture  frequently 
doth  vilify  our  reafon  and  knowledge  :  Every  many  faith  Jcr.  x.  14. 
Jeremiah,  is  Irutijh  in  knowledge.     The  Lord,  faith  thepfal.  cUi. 
Pfalmift,  knoweth  the  thoughts  of  men,  {of  wife  men,  as  St.  J*^^.  jjj 
Paul  quoteth  it,)  that  they  are  vanity.     Vain  man,  faith  ao. 
he  in  Job,  would  he  wife,  though  man  he  lorn  like  a  wild  Job  xu  12. 
(ifs's  colt ;  that  is,  however  we  affeft  to  feem  wife,  yet  to 
be  dull  as  an  afs,  to  be  wild  as  a  colt,  is  natural  to  us. 
My  thoughts,  faith  God  in  the  Prophet,  are  not  yoz^r  !<»•  ^^- s,  9. 
thoughts,  nor  are  your  ways  my  ways :  for  as  the  heavens 
are  higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are  my  ways  than  your  ways, 
and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts.     Grod*s  wifdom  is  as 
the  heavens,  the  higheft  and  top  of  all  wifdom;  man's  as 
the  earth,  beneath  which  there  is  no  degree,  but  that  of 
hell  and  darknefs:  we  therefore  in  this  refpeft  are  unfit  to 
determine  concerning  things  fo  exceedingly  fublime  and 
fubtile. 

2.  We  may  confider,  that  not  only  the  imperfeftion  of 
our  reafon  itfelf,  but  the  manner  of  ufing  it,  doth  incapa- 
citate us  to  judge  about  thefe  matters.  Had  we  compe- 
tent (kill  to  fail  in  this  deep  ocean,  yet  we  do  want  a  gale 
to  drive  us,  and  a  compafs  to  (leer  our  courfe  by  therein ; 
we  have  not  any  firm  grounds  to  build  our  judgment  on, 
or  certain  rules  to  fquare  it  by.  We  cannot  effeftually 
difcourfe  or  determine  upon  any  fubjeS,  without  having 
principles  homogeneous  and  pertinent  thereto  (that  are 
h  if  oAt^  <rvyysyeloi,  cognate  and  congruous  to  the  fubjeft-  Annal.  i.  ;• 
matter,  as  the  Philofopher  fpeaketh)  upon  which  to  found 
our  argumentation.  Now  all  the  principles  we  can  have 
are  either  originally  innate  to  our  minds,  or  afterward 
immediately  infufed  by  God,  or  by  external  inftrufition 
from  him  difclofed  to  us ;  or  acquired  by  our  experience, 
and  obfervation  of  things  incurring  our  fenfe;  or  framed 
by  our  reafon,  comparing  thofe  means ;  of  which  the 
three  former  forts  are  mod  arbitrarily  communicated,  and 
both  for  number  and  kind  depend  upon  the  free  pleafure 
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*atiKi0r»f  of  him,  who  diftributeth  them  according  to  a  meafure 
^it[«T  Suitable  to  each  man's  occafions,  eftimated  by  himfelf. 
Rom.xii.a.How  many  thofe  arc,  and  how  far  they  may  qualify  us 
tp  judge  or  difcourfe  about  thofe  tranfcendent  matters,  is 
hard  to  define ;  but  moft  certainly  they  never  can  clafli 
with  one  another ;  no  light  in  any  manner  imparted  by 
God  can  obfcure  the  dofilrine  declared  by  him,  no  doc- 
trine can  thwart  principles  inftilled  by  him.  The  latter 
forts  appertain  only  to  material  and  fenfible  objefts; 
which  therefore  can  only  enable  us  to  deduce,  or  to  ex- 
amine conclufions  relating  to  them ;  and  being  applied  to 
things  of  another  kind,  are'abufed,  fo  as  to  become  apt 
to  produce  great  miftakes :  as  for  infiance,  moft  ancient 
philofophers  obferving,  that  the  changes  and  viciffitudes 
in  nature  were  generally  by  the  fame  matters  under- 
going feveral  alterations,  or  putting  on  different  fhapes; 
and  that  bodies  once  being  in  reft,  did  ufually  confift  in 
that  ftate,  until  by  impulfe  of  other  bodies  they  were  put 
into  motion,  did  thence  frame  fuch  axioms,  or  principles 
of  difcourfe,  Ex  nihilo  nihil  Jit ;  and  Quicquid  movetuvy  ab 
alio  movetur :  which  propofitions  fuppofing  them  true  in 
relation  to  the  prefent  conditions  and  powers  of  fenfible 
things,  yet  were  it  unlawful  to  ftretch  them  unto  beings 
of  another  kind  and  nature,  (to  beings  immaterial  and  in- 
fenfible,)  or  to  infer  th'ence  generally,  that  in  the  utmoft 
poffibility  of  things  there  is  not  any  creative,  or  any  felf- 
motive  power  :  even  as  from  the  like  premifes  it  would 
be  vain  to  conclude,  that  there  be  no  other  beings  fub- 
fiftent  befide  thofe  which  ftrike  our  fenfes,  or  difcover 
themfelves  by  fenfible  effefts.  ^  Jq  like  manner,  it  can- 
*  not  be  reafonable  out  of  principles  drawn  from  ordinary 
experience,  about  thefe  moft  low  and  imperfedl  things, 
to  colleft,  that  there  can  be  no  other  kind  of  unions,  of 
diftinfilions,  of  generations,  of  proceflions,  than  fuch  as 

^  Id  quod  Deus  eft,  fecunduni  id  quod  eft  nee  humano  fermone  edici, 
nee  humanis  auribus  percipi,  nee  humanis  fenfibus  colllgi  poteft.  Novat,  de 
Trln.  cap.  7. 

* SlvofitUffufAi}!  ya^f  us  hfuv  i^ijcrey,  i»  riv  hfiiri^aiv  ra.  r»  QioZ,  Naai.  Or, 
87.  dc  Sp,  S, 
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our  own  grofs  fenfe  doth  reprefent  to  us :  reafon  itfelf 
more  forcibly  doth  oblige  us  to  think  that  to  fublimer 
beings  there  do  pertain  modes  of  exidence  and  aftion, 
unions  and  didindtions,  influences  and  emanations  of  a 
more  high  and  perfeft  kind,  fuch  as  our  coarfe  apprehen- 
fion  cannot  adequate,  nor  our  rude  language  exprefs; 
which  we,  perhaps,  have  no  faculty  fubtile  enough  to 
conceive  diftinftly,  nor  can  attain  any  congruous  princi- 
ples, from  which  to  difcourfe  folidly  about  them  <*.  To 
judge  of  thefe  things,  if  we  will  not,  againft  the  Philofo- 
pher's  rule,  fisTuSamiv  el$  aXXo  ysvog^Jhift  kinds,  or  ufe  im- 
proper and  impertinent  arguments,  we  muft  compare  fpiri^ 
tual  things  with  fpiritual^,  fo  as  to  draw  conclufions 
about  fpirituals  only  from  principles  revealed  by  God's 
Spirit,  the  fole  matter  of  fpiritual  fcience ;  fo  alfo  as  to 
exprefs  them  not  Iv  MaKrois  av^pamlvris  voflag  Xoyotg,  in 
terms  devifed  by  human  wifdo7n,  but  in  fuch  as  the  Holy 
Spirit  hath  fuggefted;  for  ^ux^^o^  iv^panro$y  a  man  en- 
dowed merely  with  common  fenfe  (or  natural  reafon)  can- 
not Scj^ecdai,  apprehend,  or  perceive  thofe  things  of  God, 
which  only  the  Spirit  of  God  doth  know.  To  improve  and 
prefs  which  confideration  farther, 

3.  We  may  confider  the  weaknefs  and  fhortnefs  of  our 
reafon,  even  about  things  mod  familiar  and  eafy  to  us ; 
the  little  or  nothing  we  by  our  utmbft  diligence  can  attain 
to  know,  concerning  their  intrinfic  eflences,  their  pro- 
perties, their  caufes  and  manners  of  produAion.  What 
do  we  more  commonly  hear,  than  earned  complaints  from 
the  mod  indudrious  fearchers  of  natural  knowledge  con- 
cerning the  great  obfcurity  of  nature,  the  difficulty  of 
finding  truth,  the  blindnefs  of  our  mind,  and  impotency 
of  our  reafon  ?  And  fhould  they  be  filent,  yet  experience 
plainly  would  fpeak  how  difficult,  if  not  impoflible^j  it  is 
to  arrive  unto  any  clear  and  fure  knowledge  of  thefe  com- 

^  Cum  qusritur  quid  tres,  magna  inopia  humanum  iaborat  eloquium  ; 
di6lum  eft  tamen  tres  perfons^  non  ut  illud  diceretur^  fed  ne  taceretur.  Aug, 
de  Trin,  5.  9- 

K6f*nh»fMt  rm  ra^rwv  Km  afatfAarmv  i'iit,     Naz.  Orat,  45*  (ad  E*P/igr,) 

*  Unif/MTtKei  Tfivfietrtxtils  ruyx^imi,     \  Cor.  ii.  13. 
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mon  objeAs ;  feeing  the  moft  fedulous  inquiries,  under* 
taken  by  the  choiceft  wits  for  above  two  thoufand  years, 
have  fcarce  perhaps  exhibited  one  unquefiionable  theorem 
in  natural  philofophy,  one  unexceptionable  maxim  of  ethi- 
cal prudence  or  policy ;  all  things  being  ftill  expofed  to 
doubt  and  difpute,  as  they  were  of  old,  when  firft  admira- 
tion and  curiofity  did  prompt  men  to   hunt  after  the 
caufes  of  things :  the  mod  however  that,  after  all  our 
Xwi^^mrt  care  and  toil,  we  can  perceive,  doth  not  exceed  forae  faint 
iI^m!^,  colours,   fome  fuperficial  figures,  fome  grofs  effeds  of 
Greg.  Naz.  things,  while  their  radical  properties  and  their  immediate 
caufes  remain  enveloped  and  debarred  from  our  fight  in 
unaccefiSble  darknefs.     Shall  we  then,  who  cannot  pierce 
into  the  nature  of  a  pebble,  that  cannot  apprehend  how  a 
mufhroom  doth  grow,  that  are  baffled  in  our  philofophy 
about  a  gnat,  or  a  worm,  debate  and  decide  (beyond  what 
is  taught  us  from  above)  concerning  the  precife  manner  of 
divine  eilence,  fubfiftence,  or  generation  ?  ^I  do,  faith  St. 
Chryfoflom,  eat  meats;  hut  how  they  are  divided  into 
phlegm,  into  Hood,  into  juice,  into  choler,  I  am  ignorant ; 
thefe  things,  which  every  day  we  fee  and  tqfte,  we  do  not 
know;  and  are  we  curious  about  the  effence  of  God  P  We 
Arift.  Met.  are  (as  Ariftotle  himfelf,  no  dunce,  no  idiot,  doth  confefs) 
"•  ^*  but  owl-eyed,  npog  rot  tJ  ^6(rsi  fuvspcirciToc  ttocvtcov,  in  regard 

to  things  naturally  moji  evident,  and  palpable ;  and  can  we 
be  fuch  Lynceus's,  as  to  fee  through  the  fartheft  receffes 
Wif.ix.  13.  of  infinity  ?  Hardly,  faith  the  Wifdora  of  Solomon,  do  we 
guefs  aright  of  things  upon  the  earth,  and  with  labour  do  we 
find  the  things  that  are  before  us  ;  hut  the  things  that  are 
in  heaven,  who  hath  fearched  out  P  Yea,  and  the  genuine 
Ecclef.  vii.  Solomon  himfelf,  Ifaid,  I  will  be  wife ;  hut  it  was  far 
*     '      from  me  :  that  which  is  far  off,  and  exceeding  deep,  who 
can  find  it  out  P  What  is  more  remote,  what  more  pro- 
found, than  God's  nature  ?  who  then   can  find  it  out  ? 
Sooner  with  our  hands  may  we  touch  the  extreme  furface 
of  the  (kies,  fooner  with  our  eyes  may  we  pierce  to  the 

f  B^u/xara  iffS-leOf  to  21  9rui  fit^H^ovreit  tig  (pkiyfi-a,  iig  aTfAa,  us  '^ufAOVy  ttg  ^6" 
Xnvy  ayveu'  tkvtu  asrs^  /SXsVa^iv  xaS*  ixaTtiv  fifitspotv  ig-^iovris  ayvovfAtyy  ^  rn» 
V0'/«y  TV  0«v  ^9>.ur^ayfiOYVfJiAit  ^  Chryf,  Iltg}  a»«r«X>ifrrv.  «• 
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centre  of  the  earth :  fo  it  is  exprefsly  told  to  us  in  Job  5 
Cmfi  thou  byfearchingjind  out  God  ?  Canji  thou  find  out  Joh  xi.  7r 
the  Almighty  to  perfeSiion  f  It  is  as  high  as  heaven ;  what  ®' 
can/i  thou  do  ?  deeper  than  hell ;  what  canft  thou  know  ? 

4,  It  may  be  confidered,  that  we  daily  fee  and  obferve 
things,  which,  did  not  manifeft  experience  convince  us  of 
their  being,  we  ihould  be  apt  to  difbelieve  their  poffi- 
bility ;  fenfe  no  lefs  than  faith  doth  prefent  us  with  ob- 
j^<d«,  to  bare  reafdn  improbable  and  unconceivable;  fo 
that  {hould  we  attend  to  the  fcruples  inje6i:ed  thereby,  we 
ihould  hardly  take  things  for  poffible,  which  we  behold 
exigent ;  we  ihould  diftruft  the  greateft  evidence  of  fenfe, 
and  by  our  logic  put  out  our  eyes.     Who  would  believe, 
that,  did  he  not  every  day  fee  it;  who  can  conceive  how, 
although  he  feeth  it,  from  a  little  dry,  ill-favoured,  in- 
fipid  feed  thrown  into  the  earth,  there  fhortly  would  rife 
fo  goodly  a  plant,. endued  with  fo  exa£t  figure,  fo  fra<^ 
grant  fmell,  fo  delicate  tafle,  fo  lively  colour;  by  what 
engines  it  attrafteth,  by  what  difcrction  it  culleth  out,  by 
what  handset  mouldeth  its  proper  aliment;  by  what  arti- 
fice it  doth  elaborate  the  fame  fo  curioufly,  and  incorpo- 
rate it  with  itfelf  ?  What  virtue  could  we  imagine  in  nai» 
tore  able,  to  digeft  an  earthy  juice  into  the  pellucid  clear* 
nefs  of  cryftal,  into  the  invincible  firmnefs  of  a  diamond  } 
Who  would  not  be  an  Infidel,  did  not  his  fight  afiure  him 
of  the  miracles  achieved  by  that  blind  plaftic  force,  which 
without  eye  or  hand  doth  frame  fuch  varieties  of  exquifite 
workmanfhip,  inimitable,  and  far  furpaffing  the  (kill  of 
the  greateft  artift  ?  That  a  little  ftar,  from  fo  vaft  a  diftance^ 
in  a  moment,  {hould  make  impreflion  on  our  eyes,  re«- 
plenifhing  with  its  light  or  image  To  fpacious  a  region  all 
about  it,  were  we  blind  we   fhould  hardly  believe,  we 
fcarce  could  fancy :  how,  without  knowing  the  organs  of 
fpeech,  or  the  manner  of  applying  them,  without  any  care 
or  pain  employed  by  us,  we  fo  conform  our  voice,  as  to 
exprefs  what  word,  what  accent  we  pleafe ;  how  we  do 
this,  or  that  we  can  do  it,  as  it  will  confound  our  thought 
to  imagine,  fo  it  would  ftagger  our  faith  to  believe,  did 
not  our  confcience  perfuade  us  that  we  can  add  do  fpeidc. 


504  A  Defence  of  the  Bleffed  Trinity. 

It  is  upon  occafion  very  commonly  faid,  I  fhould  never 
have  believed  it,  had  I  not  feen  it ;  and  that  men  fpeak  fo 
in  earned,  many  fuch  inftances  declare.  Now  if  we  can 
give  credit  to  our  fenfe  agunft  the  fuffrage  or  fcruple  of 
our  reafon  in  things  not  fo  difcofled  from  our  capacity 
of  knowledge,  (hall  we  not  much  more  yield  our  belief 
unto  God's  exprefs  word  in  things  fo  infinitely  difiant 
from  it?  If  common  experience  can  fubdue  our  judg- 
ments, and  compel  us  to  a  belief  of  things  incredible,  (hall 
our  reafon  demur  at  fubmitting  to  divine  authority  ?  If 
the  di6iate  of  our  confcience  doth  convince  us,  (hall  not 
1  John  iii.  we  much  more  furrender  to  the  teftimony  of  God,  who  is 
greater  than  our  confcience,  and  knoweth  all  things  /^  If  we 
do  believe,  becaufe  we  feem  to  know  by  feeing  ourfelves; 
we  fhould  rather  believe,  becaufe  we  furely  know  by 
hearing  from  God :  for  fenfe  may  deceive  us,  and  often 
needeth  correction  from  reafon ;  God  cannot  deceive,  and 
reafon  often  is  by  him  correSed :  which  leadeth  me  to  a 
farther  confideration,  that, 

5.  The  propofitions  clearly  delivered  unto*  us  by  God 
himfelf,  are  upon  many  accounts  more  unqueftionably  true, 
more  credible  than  the  experiments  of  any  fenfe,  or  prin- 
ciples of  any  fciencc  :  whence  if  there  happen  to  arife  any 
feeming  conteft  between  thefe,  a  precedence  is  due  to  the 
former,  in  derogation  to  the  latter ;  it  is  fit  that  we  rather 
give  our  eyes  and  our  ears,  our  fancies  and  our  reafons  the 
lie,  than  anywife,  by  diffidence  to  his  word,  put  an  affront 
on  God,  (for  to  difbelieve  him  is,  as  St.  John  telleth  us,  to 
1  John  V.     give  him  the  lie  3)  to  [/.capov  ra  0g5,  the  folly  of  God  (as  St. 
i^Cor.i.25.^^^^  fpeaketh;  that  is,  the  points  of  faith  declared  by 
God,  which  feem  moft  irrational  and  crofs  to  the  decrees 
of  human  wifdom)  is  (rofdrspov  toUv  av^pooTrcovy  wtfer  than 
men;  that  is,  more  affuredly  confonant  to  real  truth,  than 
our  moft  undoubted  theorems  of  fcience,  and  moft  current 
maxims  of  policy.     God  is  the  Father  of  all  lights^  both 
of  that  which  immediately  fliineth  from  heaven,  and  of 
that  which  glimmereth  here  below ;  he  is  the  fountain  of 
all  truth,  whether  natural  or  fupernatural :  but  his  light 
and  his  truth  he  conveyeth  into  us  by  manners  different . 
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foiiie  light  ftreameth  direftly  from  him,  other  cometh  ob- 
liquely, being  refrafted  through  divers  mediums^  or  re- 
fle£ted  from  feveral  objefts  upon  us;  the  firft  fort  muft 
needs  be  more  bright,  and  more  pure,  (hould  be  more 
powerful  and  efScacious  upon  our  minds :  the  latter  is 
often  blended  with  material  tinctures,  is  weakened  by  the 
interruptions  It  meeteth  with,  lofeth  of  its  purity  and  its 
force  by  the  many  conduits  it  pafleth  through,  by  the 
many  (hades  it  mixeth  with.  Obfervations  of  fenfe  do 
often  prove  fallacious;  and  their  not  ever  doing  fo,  de- 
pendeth  upon  divers  conditions,  a  right  temper  of  the  or- 
gan^ a  fit  difpofition  of  the  medium,  a  juft  diftance  of  the 
obje£): ;  fo  that  concluiions  derived  from  them  cannot  be 
fo  abfolutely  certain,  nor  confequentjy  the  principles 
grounded  on  them.  But  divine  revelation  is  not  ob- 
noxious to  fuch  conditions  :  as  the  do6irines  revealed  are 
in  themfelves  fimply  true,  according  to  the  higheft  pitch 
of  neceffity,  becaufe  fupreme  wifdom  doth  conceive  them, 
and  truth  itfelf  doth  vent  them;  fo  the  manner  of  de- 
claring them  muft  be  competent,  becaufe  God  himfelf 
doth  choofe  and  ufe  it ;  there  plainly  needeth  no  more, 
than  yielding  an  attentive  ear,  and  (kill  in  the  language 
wherein  they  are  exprefled,  to  fecure  us  from  error  and 
uncertainty  about  them  j  fo  that  well  might  St.  Auftin 
fay,  that  s  in  other  things  our  conje&ure  is  exercifed;  but 
faith  alone  doth  qffure  our  mind. 

There  have  been  thofe,  you  know,  vwho  have  not  only 
advanced  doubts  concerning  propofitions  attefted  to  by 
cleareft  fenfe,  and  inferred  by  ftrongeft  difcourfe ;  but  have 
by  their  argute  cavillations  bid  fair  to  (hake  the  founda- 
tions of  all  human  fcience :  but  I  never  heard  of  any,  who 
believed  a  God  to  be,  that  did  conteft  the  infallible  truth 
of  his  oracles :  Socrates,  we  may  be  fure,  (his  excellent 
fcholar  affuring  us,)  who  was  fo  incredulous  as  to  dif- 
claim  all  pretence  to  wifdom  or  fcience,  being  author  of 
the  fan>ous  faying.  Hoc  tantumfcio  ;  yet  greatly  did  rely'A^rii^ip. 
upon  divine  fignifications,  and  teftimonies,  fo  deemed  by 

t  Ad  caetera  exercemur  per  fortaiTe  ;  at  cum  de'rebus  fidei  agitur,  ibi  eft 
certe  fine  forte.    Aug. 
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him^  and  fuch  as  he  could  come  at;  alleging,  that  he^ 
who  followeth  the  conduA  of  his  own  reafon,  inftead  of 
God's  direftion,  choofeth  a  blind  and  ignorant  guide^  be- 
fore one  that  bed  feeth^  and  knoweth  the  way  :  >  He,  Ikith 
the  Hiftorian^  defpifed  all  human  conceits  in  refpeQ  of 
GtkTs  advice, 

Pfal.  zciv.  He  that  formeth  the  eye,  faith  the  Pfalmift,  Jhall  not 
•'  *^  he  fee?  He  that  planteth  the  ear,  fhall  not  he  hear  f  He 
that  teacheth  man  knowledge,  fhall  not  he  know  ?  He  that 
endued  us  with  all  our  knowing  faculties,  and  prefideth  over 
us  in  the  management  of  them,  (hall  not  he  fuperemi- 
nently  know  all  that  we  can  ?  Muft  not  they  in  reafon 
continue  fubordinate  to  his  direftion  ?  Should  they  not 
always  difcem  and  judge  under  corredion  by  him,  with 
an  appeal  and  fubmiffion  referved  to  his  better  judgment? 
I  might  adjoin,  that  the  obje£t  and  the  end  (as  well  as 
the  author  and  the  manner)  of  divine  revelation  doth  argue 
it  to  furpafs  all  reafon,  and  all  fenfe,  in  certainty  and  cre- 
dibility 5  for  fenfe  and  reafon  converfe  wholly,  or  chiefly, 
about  obje^  material  and  mutable ;  revelation  about  im- 
material and  immutable  things :  they  dire£):  us  in  afiairs 
concerning  this  tranfltory  life  >  this  leadeth  us  tov^ard 
eternal  felicity.  To  miftake  about  thofe  objefts,  to  mif- 
carry  in  thofe  affairs,  is  in  itfelf  of  little,  in  comparifon  of 
no  importance :  but  to  judge  rightly  about  thefe  things, 
to  tread  fafely  in  thefe  paths,  is  of  infinitely  vaft  concern- 
ment ;  a  fmaller  competency  therefore  of  light  and  cer- 
tainty might  well  fufEce  to  the  purpofes  of  reafon  and 
fenfe ;  but  to  faith  the  greateft  degree  of  aflurance  is  wor- 
thily due,  and  feemeth  requifite.     But  farther, 

6.  Not  only  the  confideration  of  this  rayftery,  but  of 
all  the  divine  attributes,  will  in  like  manner  extort  from 
John  iii.  9.  ^^^  feeble  reafon  the  queftion  of  Nicodemus,  How  can 
thefe  things  be  P  They  will  all  of  them  equally  puzzle  our 
(hallow  imagination,  and  baffle  our  flender  underftanding : 
for  who  can  imagine,  or  underftand,  how  God's  immen- 
fity  doth  confift  with  his  perfeS  fimplicity  5  or  that  with- 
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out  any  parts  he  doth  coexift  to  all  poffible  extenfion 
of  matter;  being  all  here,  and  wholly  there,  and  im- 
.menfely  every  where?  Who  can  apprehend  his  indivifible 
eternity,  or  how  all  fueeeflSons  of  time  are  ever  prefent  to 
him,  and  fubjeft  to  his  view ;  fo  that  he  is  not  older  now 
than  he  was  when  the  world  began,  nor  younger  than  he 
will  be  after  innumerable  ages  are  paft;  fo  that  he  fore- 
feeth  the  moft  contingent  events,  depending  upon  caufes 
in  their  nature  arbitrary  and  indeterminate  ?  Who  can 
fancy,  how  out  of  mere  nothing,  or  out  of  extreme  con- 
fufion  and  indifpofednefs,  the  world  could  be  created,  and 
framed  into  fo  goodly  order,  by  a  mere  aft  of  will,  or  by 
the  bare  fpeaking  of  a  word  ?  How  without  any  diftrac- 
tion  of  thought  he  governeth  afiairs,  attending  to  the  infi- 
nite varieties  of  thoughts,  words,  and  a£tions  occurring 
here;  and  ita  curans  univerfos  tanquam  fngulos,  itafn- 
gulos  tanquam  folosy  as  St.  Auftin  fpeaketh  ?  How  he  is  Confcff.  HI. 
truly  faid  to  refolve  and  to  reverfe,  to  love  and  hate,  to  be  **' 
pleafed  and  grieved,  all  without  any  real  change,  or  Jhadow 
of  alteration  ?  How  he  fufFereth  many  things  to  happen, 
which  extremely  difpleafe  him,  and  which  he  can  eafily 
liinder;  and  doth  not  effeft  many  things,  which  are  much 
deiSred  by  him,  and  very  feafible  to  his  power?  Why  to 
equal  men  he  difiributeth  his  gifts  fo  unequally ;  affording 
to  divers  abundant  means  of  becoming  happy,  leaving 
others  deflitute  of  them  ?  What  wit  of  man  can  reconcile 
his  infinite  benignity  with  his  moft  fevere  decrees;  or 
compofe  the  feeming  differences  between  his  mercy  and 
his  juftice  ?  Many  fuch  perfefitions  and  difpenfations  of 
God  we  muft  fteadfaftly  believe,  becaufe  they  are  plainly 
taught  in  Scripture;  to  diftruft  them  being  to  renounce 
Chriftianity ;  to  deny  them  being  to  rafe  up  the  very 
foundations  of  our  religion  :  yet  he  that  fliall  with  his  ut- 
moft  attention  of  mind  endeavour  to  conceive  how  they 
can  be,  or  how  they  confift  together,  according  to  our 
ordinary  notions  of  things,  and  the  vulgar  meaning  of 
words,  applied  by  us  to  thefe  inferior  matters,  (ball  find 
himfelf  gravelled  with  innumerable  femblances  of  contra^* 


diction,  plunged  in  depths 
rimlis  ioextricable. 

What  iti  praAice  the  crofs  of  Chrift  was,  a  fcandal  k 
Jews  J  (men  dull,  but  obftinatc,  and  invincibly  poflefled  by 
vain  prejudices,)  and/o%  io  Greeks^  (men  of  witandfub- 
tilty,  but  overweeningly  conceited  of  tbem,)  tbat  in  ipe- 
culation  may  a  great  part  of  divine  trutbs  be,  apt  to 
ftumbte  fro  ward  and  arrogant  oien^^;  but  as  therCj  fo 
here,  hhjfed  are  ikeij  who  are  not  fcandalixed ;  whom  no 
food  fcruple  or  haughty  conceit  can  pervert  from  readily 
embracing  all  neceflary  verities  j  fuch  are  thofo  we  pointed 
at,  which  if  without  extreme  folJy  and  impiety  we  cannot 
rejeA,  or  be  diffident  of,  althougb  farm o anting  our  con- 
ceitj  and  dazzling  our  reafonj  then  upon  the  fame  ac- 

»  count,  with  like  facility,  we  muft  fubmit  our  faith  to  the^ 

doctrines  concerning  the  blefled  Trinity  flanding  upoo^ 
the  fame  authority.  ^1 

7,  Laflly,  we  may  confider  and   meditate   upon   the 
total  incomprehenfibility  of  God  in  all  things  belonging 
to  hira^i  in  his  nature,  his  attrlbutesj  his  decreest  his 
works  and  ways ;  which  all  are  full  of  depth,  myftery, 
1  Titn.  tL  And  wonder.     God  inhabiteth  ^^  Awpia-iravj  a  light  inaC' 
'*^*  ceffihle  to  the  dim  and  weak  fight  of  mortal  eyes;  which 

Exod.  no  man  hathfeen^  nor  can  fee :  No  man,  as  he  told  his  fer- 
xxxiii.  33.  y^j^i;  Mofes,  can  fee  his  face  (the  very  exterior  appearance 
of  him)  and  live :  he  is  a  confuming  fire^  that  will  fcorch 
and  devour  fuch  as  by  rafb  inquiries  approach  too  near 
Dcut.  iv.  him  ^ ;  the  fight ^  it  is  faid,  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  was 
Exod.  xxiv.  '^*^  devouring  fire  in  the  fight  of  the  children  of  IfraeL 
17*  Even  thofe  fpiritual  eagles,  the  quick  and  Arong  fighted 

Ifa.  vi.  a.  JSeraphims,  are  obliged  to  cover  their  faces,  as  not  daring 
to  look  upon,  nor  able  to  fuAain  the  fulgor  of  his  imme- 
diate prefence,  the  flafhes  of  glory  and  roajefty  ifluing 

•f  nXf«i>  if}  T9V  <rigJ  MwiMfv  afiiffugf  Ha)  ifoXtfit/wv  at^artur^s  ^taXiyttr^tu^ 
ri  ra  Si?*  j^  ^euftevta  ^^ny/Mtret  ttetVKo^uv  av^ftms  Svr»s,  oTov  iri^^Wf  rt^urit 
h^vMt9  «ir0  li^fig  »«4  hafoiKs  K»ret  t«  ii»o9  furtitras*     Plut.  de  fera  Num,  f^ind, 

V  E/  yit^  eu  §U§v»fuai  etMaraXn^rM,  ir«XA.^  fiuikXav  eturig.      Ckry/,  itxar.  m, 

"^  Scrutator  majeftatis  opprimetur  a  gloria.    Aitg, 
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from  his  throne:  and  the  moft  illuminate  fecretairies  of 
heaven^  unto  whom  fecrets  were  difclbfed,  into  whiph  01- 1  Pet.  i.  la, 
gels  themfelves  were  ambitious  to  pry,  were  fometime^i 
nonplufed  in  contemplation  of  God^s  attributes  and  ac- 
tions; being  in  their  aftonifliment  forced  to  cry  out, 'O 
pi^'    0  the  depth  of  the  riches  of  the  wifdom  and  know'^.^om.xu 
ledge  of  God!  Even  his  methods  of  exterior  providence 
are  infcrutably  myfterious;  his  judgments  are  avtzegiwiita, 
like  inexhauftible  mines,  to  the  bottom  whereof  we  can-^ 
not  anywife  dig  by  our  inquiry ;  his  paths  are  avff  ip^yiaoro^j . 
fo  obfcure  as  not  to  be  traced  by  any  fpotfteps  of  owr 
difoourfe ;  his  gifts  are  avfxSi^roi,  not  to  be  interpreted,  *  ^'-  *»• 
or  exprefled  by  our  language.     And  if  all  concerning 
God  be.  thus  incomprehenfible,  why  fhould  any  thing 
feem  incredible?  Why  out  of  fo  many  unconceiviible 
myfleries  do  we  choofe  fome,  reprobate  others^?  Where'- 
fore  do  we  ftretch  our  judgment  beyond  its  limits  to 
things  fo  infinitely  exceeding  it  o?  Why  do  we  fuff^r  oilr 
I'eieifon  to  be  pragmatical,  unjuftly  invading  the  office  not 
belonging  thereto  f  intruding  into  things  which  it  hath  not  Col.  w,  is. 
feen,  -iior  can  comprehend  ;  thofe  fecvet  things  which  be-  ^^  "*'  **  *• 
lohg^o  the  Lord  our  God,  and  the  corhpreheniion  whereof 
he  hath  referved  untp  him&lf  ?. 

Thefe  coniiderations  may  fuflSce  in  fome  manner  to 
(how,  that  PSt.  Chryfoftom  had  reafon  to  exclaim  fo 
much  againll  the  madnefs,  as  he  ftyleth  it,  of  thofe  who 
do  woXuKpaYfMvaiv  r^v  iirm  rs  0g5,  c^re  btifily  curious  injp^r 
culation  about  the  ejfence  of  God  \  daring,  tqi^  oixs/oi^  vqro*- 
€iKkitv  XoyM-fioisy  to  fubjeB  divine  myjieries  to  their  own 
ratiocinations :  that  St.  Bafil's  advice  was  wholefome,  fii? 


ifatfiv  09ndd/Mf^  ko}  *Z^av  rhf  yHf  ^^x/;  Grig,  Nax,  Or,  36. 

THf  AyttS-t^^vvif  afu/tbtittf  KetXtiraittt  &n*htnynr9t,     Tkeoph,  ad  Autoh 

P  ItfAMtfty  yk^  iymyt  iTrai  ir;^aniv  ^nf^  ^iX»nt»M  ttHfot  ri  tvp  tfW«y  W^n  o  Qtet, 

Chrjf,  9et^  ktut^mX^  «• 

Cogitemus  fi  valemus,  fi  non  valemus  credamus.     Aug.  Serm»  5.  de  Temp. 
lis  If  roietvrn  vfiiv  pXoni»i»  rHv  l^iv^iuiv  v^t  iv^^M^ivn  ^ftvwu  Ma  i^*  «v- 

d^Artr/yiff  itin^n  i^i^t^^m;  A/han.  t.  i.  625.  . 
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mfitfy&ltffieu  rii  e-tnweiiuva,  not  to  be  meddlefome  about 
t kings y  about  which  holy  Scripture  isjilent:  that  4  another 
ancient  writer  did  fay  no  lefs  truly,  than  prettily^  that  in 
thefe  matters  Curiqfitas  reumfacit,  non  peritum  ;  we  may 
eafilier  incur  blame^  than  attain  (kill  by  nice  inquiry  into 
them :  that  many  of  the  Fathers  do  with  great  wifdom 
diilike  and  difluade  the  fearching  rh  wA^  %  the  manner  of 
things  being  true,  or  poffible,  as  a  fufpicious-mark^^or  a 
dangerous  motive  of  infidelity:  that  St.  Paul's  rules,  f^oMit 

Kom.xii.8.ffS(  rh  0'cof^yfiy,  to  be  wife  Jo  as  withal  to  be  fobefy  and  mo- 
deft;  and  fL^  fponw  xnAp  h  ytypeerrcUf  not  to  conceit  any 

1  Cot.  iv.  6.  thing  without  warrant  of  Scripture,  are  in  this  cafe  raoft 
efpecially  to  be  heeded :  that,  according  to  St.  Peter's 
admonition,  we  ihould  as  new-born  babes  (unprepoflefled 

iPecii.  9.  with  any  notions  or  fancies  of  our  own)  Umg  for,  and 

jLwiwt^f,  greedily  fuck  in  thefncere  milk  of  the  word)  not  diluting 
it  with  bafer  liquors  of  human  device :  that  where  God 
doth  interpofe  his  definitive  fentence,  our  reafon  hath  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  attend  and  fubmit;  no  right  to  vote, 
no  licence  to  debate  the  matter;  its  duty  is  to  liften  and 
approve  whatever  God  fpeaketh,  to  read  and  fubfcribe  to 
whatever  he  writeth;  at  leaft  in  any  cafe  it  fhou^l  be 
mute,  or  ready  to  follow  Job,  faying,  Behold,  I  am  vile ; 

Job  xl.  4;  what  Jhall  I  anfwer  thee  ?  I  will  lay  my  hand  upon  my 
mouth.  In  fine,  the  teftimony  of  God,  with  a  fufficient 
clearnefs  reprefented  to  the  capacity  of  an  honeft  and  do- 
cile mind,  (void  of  all  partial  refpe<9:s,  and  clear  from  all 
forts  of  prejudice;  loving  truth,  and  forward  to  entertain 
it;  abhorring  to  wreft  or  wrack  things,  to  ufe  any  fraud 
or  violence  upon  any  principle,  or  ground  of  truth ;)  the 
teftimony  of  God,  I  fay,  fo  revealed,  whatever  exception 
our  (hallow  reafon  can  thruft  in,  fhould  abfolutely  con- 
vince our  judgments,  and  conftrain  our  faith.  If  the  holy 
Scripture  teachetli  us  plainly,  and  frequently  doth  incul- 
cate upon  us,  (that  which  alfo  tbe  uniform  courfe  of  na- 
ture and  the  peaceable  government  of  the  world  doth  alfo 


I  Zeno  Vcronenf. 

'  2ec^hs  t^iyx^f  a?rtfMf  ro  wis  9rt(t  Ocv  Xiyuv.     Expo/.JiJ.  apud  Jufi,  M, 
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fpeaki)  that  there  is  but  one  true  God;  if  it  as  manifefily 
dotfi  afcribe  to  the  three  Perfons  of  the  bleffed  Trinity 
the  fame  auguft  names^  the  fame  peculiar  charaders^  the 
lame  'divine  attributes,  (eilential  to  the  Deity,)  the  fame 
fuperlatively  admirable  operations  of  creation  and  provi- 
dence; if  it  alfo  doth  prefcribe  to  them  the  fame  fupreme 
honours,  fervices,  praifes,  and  acknowledgments  to  be  paid 
unto  them  all;  this  may  be  abundantly  enough  to  fatisiy 
our  minds,  to  flop  our  mouths,  to  fmother  all  doubt  and 
difpute  about  this  high  and  holy  myfiery.  It  was  ex- 
ceeding goodnefs  in  God,  that  he  would  condefcend  fo 
far  to  inftru^  us,  to  difclofe  fo  noble  a  truth  unto  us,  to 
enrich  our  minds  with  that  to  urspffp^oy  r^;  yve&rscof,  that 
mq/i  excellent,  knowledge  of  himfelf;  and  it  would  be  no 
fmall  ingratitude  and  unworthinefs  in  us  any  wife  to  fuf- 
peA  his  word,  or  pervert  his  meaning ;  any  wife  to  fubjeft 
bis  venerable  oracles  to  our  rude  canvaiTes  and  cavils. 
In  fine,  the  proper  employment  of  our  mind  about  thefe 
myfteries,  is  not  to  fearch  and  fpeculate  about  them,  to 
difcourfe  flippantly  and  boldly  about  them ;  but  with  a 
pious  credulity  to  embrace  them,  with  all  humble  refped: 
to  adore  them. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  in  fome  meafure  to  defend  the 
outworks  of  the  orthodox  do^rine  concerning  the  blefled 
Trinity :  it  was  befide  my  intent  to  infill  fo  long  thereon; 
but  the  matter  did  lfaAxfo-<&«i,  was  fo  attra£tive,  that  I 
could  not  wave  {hewing  my  refpeft  thereto. 

I  proceed  now  to  that  which  I  principally  defigned,  the 
propofing  briefly  fome  practical  confiderations,  apt  to 
excite  us  to  the  exercifing  our  underfianding  and  affec- 
tions upon  thofe  wonderful  difpenfations  of  grace  and 
mercy,  vouchfafed  to  us  by  the  holy  Trinity,  either 
conjun£lly,  or  (as  they  kclt  oixoyoft/«v  are  expreffed)  fepa- 
rately. 

We  firfl  fhould  carefully  fludy  and  duly  b^  afieded 
with  that  gracious  confent,  and,  as  it  were,  confederacy 
of  the  glorious  Three  in  defigning  and  profecuting  our 
good;  their  unanimous  agreement  in  uttering  thofe  three 
mighty  words  of  favour  to  mankind,  Faciantus,  Bedima" 
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muSf  Salvemus;  let  us  make  man  out  of  nothing,  let  us 
recover  bim  from  fin  and  perdition,  let  us  crown  him  with 
joy  and  falvation;  we  (bould  with  grateful  refentments 
obfenre  them  eonfpiring  to  employ  their  wifdom  in  con- 
triving fit  means  and  methods  to  exert  their  power  in  ef- 
fedual  accomplifhment  of  what  was  requifite  to  the  prO' 
moting  of  our  welfare^  the  refcue  of  us  from  all  raifery, 
the  advancing  us  to  the  higheft  degree  of  dignity^  and  in- 
flating us  in  the  moft  perfed  condition  of  happinefe,  of 
which  our  nature  is  capable;  in  profeoution  of  that  gra- 
cious defign,  which  their  joint  goodnefs  bad  projeded  for 
us.    More  diftindily^ 

1.  We  flioold  fet  our  mind  on  God  the  Father^  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world  from  all  eternity,  pleafing  to 
forecaft  with  himfelf  the  creation  of  us^  and  communica- 
tion of  his  own  image  to  us ;  endowing  us  with  moft  ex- 
.cellent  faculties  of  body  and  foul;  fubjefting  the  vifible 
world  to  our  ufe  and  governance ;  placing  us  in  a  flate  of 
great  accommodation  and  delight;  permitting  us  to  fisdl, 
that  he  might  raife  us  to  a  higher  and  better  condition ; 
refolving  to  fend  his  own  dear  Son  from  his  bofom,  to 
procure  and  purchafe  the  redemption  of  mankind ;  pre- 
paring and  difpofing  the  world  for  the  reception  of  fo 
great  a  mercy,  by  a  general  teftification  of  his  patience 
Afts  xiv.     and  beneficence,  {giving  Jhowers  and  fruitful  feafons^  and 
^^'  filling  the  hearts   of  men  with  food  and  gladnefsy)  but 

more  efpecially  by  prophetical  promifes,  predidions,  and 
prefigurations :  alfo  fuffering  the  generality  of  mankind 
fo  to  proceed  in  its  ways,  as  might  render  it  fenfible  of  its 
error  and  unhappinefs,  of  the  need  and  benefit  of  a  de- 
Gal,  iv.  4.  liverance;  then  m  the  fulnefs  of  timey  when  the  creature 
^om.  VI  I.  ^^^  earnefily  groan,  and  long  for  its  recovery  from  vanity 
0726?  yZafe?y,  aftually  fending  his  only  Son,  and  clothing 
him  with  human  flefh,  that  converfing  with  us,  he  might 
difcover  to  us  his  gracious  intentions  toward  us,  might 
confirm  the  truth  thereof  by  miraculous  works,  might  in- 
ftru6l  us  by  his  heavenly  doftrine  and  holy  life  in  our 
duty,  and  the  terms  of  our  falvation,  then  freely  deliver- 
ing him  over  unto  death,  and  accepting  his  pailion  as  a 
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acrifee  expiating  our  fins,  and  meriting  his  favour  to- 
ward us  5  then  raiiing  him  as  the  firji  fruits  from  the 
deadj  fetting  him  at  his  right  hand,  inveding  him  with 
authority  to  govern  and  fave  thole  who  fincerely  would 
believe  in  him,  and  faithfully  obey  him;  alfo  fending 
and  beftowing  his  holy  Spirit  to  dwell  in  them,  to  cotf- 
du£t,  confirm,  and  comfort  them  in  the  ways  of  truth 
and  righteoufnefs.  Thefe,  with  manifold  other  intercur- 
rent pafTages  of  gracious  providence  afcribed  to  God  the 
Father,  we  fhould  ferioufly  mind,  and  fo  refent,  as  to  be 
raviOied  with  admiration  of  hid  mercy,  to  be  inflamed 
with  love  of  his  goodnefs,  to  be  pofTefTed  with  gratitude 
toward  him,  to  become  thoroughly  devoted  to  his  fervice. 
2.  We  (hould  likewife  mind  the  bleffed  Son  of  God 
concurring  with  bis  Father  in  all  his  purpofes  of  love  and 
mercy  toward  us,  m  making  all  things^  and  fu/iaining 
them  by  the  word  of  his  power ;  but  efpecially  in  his  (to- 
ward the  freeing  us  froxh  the  defperate  miferies,  corrup- 
tions, and  flaveries,  into  which  we  were  plunged)  afTum- 
ing  human  nature,  leading  therein  a  troublefome  and  toil- 
fome  life,  for  our  benefit  and  inflru£tion;  undergoing  a 
bitter  and  fhameful  death,  for  the  atonement  of  our  fins, 
and  reconciliation  of  us  to  divine  favour ;  purchafing  great 
and  precious  promifes,  procuring  high  and  glorious  privi- 
leges for  us ;  afcending  into  heaven  to  prepare  us  man-, 
fions  of  blifs ;  interceding  for  us  with  God,  and  pouring 
from  above  manifold  bleffings  upon  us;  the  aftonifhing 
.miracles  of  goodnefs,  of  wifdom,  of  condefcenfion  and 
patience,  difplayed  in  the  management  of  which  under- 
takings for  us,  what  heart  can  well  conceive,  what 
tongue  can  utter  ?  What  amazement  (hould  it  produce  in 
us,  to  confider  the  brightefl  efflux  of  Divine  Glory 
eclipfing  and  fhrouding  itfelf  under  fo  dark  a  cloud  of 
mortal  frailty ;  the  Mofl  High  flooping  into  the  quality 
of  fo  mean  a  creature ;  the  Firft-born  and  Heir  apparent 
of  heaven  defcending  from  his  throne  of  eternal  majefly, 
and  voluntarily  degrading  himfelf  into  tht  form  ofafer' 
vani,  dad  in  rags,  worn  with  labour  and  travel,  expofed 
to  contempt  and  difgrace ;  to  reflect  upon  the  great  Crea- 
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tor  and  fovereign  Lord  of  all  the  world,  who  reared  tlic 
licavens;  aad  founded  the  earthy  who  poflefleth  and  up- 
boldeth  all  things,  needing  bimfelf  a  (helter,  pinched 
with  wanti  taking  alms  from  his  flaves,  and  paying  tri- 
bute to  his  fubjefts;  to  contemplate  the  Son  of  God, 
willingly  ftyling  himfelf  the  Son  of  many  really  fubjeSing 
hiaifelf  to  the  duties^  the  neceffities,  the  intirmitiefi  of  ha- 
man  nature;  fuffcring  the  coarfeft  hardftups,  and  ei- 
tremeft  difaders  thereof;  all  this  upon  freeft  choice,  with 
full  contentment,  and  perfeil  fubniiflion  to  fo  mean  and 
fo  diftafteful  a  condition  ! 

«*  We  may  obferve  with  how  admirable  goodnefs  he  did 
vouch  fa fe  to  converfe  with  a  firoward  generation  of  men, 
to  inflruil  a  dupid  and  indocile  fort  of  people,  with  all 
forts  of  beneficence,  to  oblige  an  incredulous^  infenfible, 
and  ing fateful  crew  |  with  how  invincible  a  meeknefs  and 
patience  he  endured  the  CQutradi&ion  affnnerSy  the  fcom- 
ful  reproaches,  the  wrongful  calumnies,  the  fpiteful  and 
cruel  ufages  of  the  envious  and  malicious  world ;  being 
to  the  highefl  extremity  defpifed,  hated,  maligned,  and 
abufed  by  thofe  whom  he  had  moft  highly  honoured, 
moft  affeftionately  loved,  and  conferred  the  greateft  fa- 
vours upon.  We  may  with  aftoniihment  contemplate 
that  ftrange  conteft  between  divine  patience  and  human 
wickednefsj  driving  which  of  them  fhould  excel ;  when 
we  do  perufe  and  weigh  thofe  enigmatical  paflages^  God 
accufed  by  man  of  blafphemy,  the  eternal  Wifdom  af- 
perfed  with  folly,  Truth  itfelf  impleaded  of  impofturei 
eiTential  Love  made  guilty  of  mifchief,  and  fupreme 
Goodnefs  Ayled  a  malefa&or;  infinite  Power  beat  down, 
and  trampled  upon  by  impotent  malice  ]  the  Judge  of  all 
the  world,  the  Fountain  of  all  authority  and  rights  ar- 
raigned, condemned,  and  executed  for  injuftice;  the  De^ 
fire  of  all  nations  rejefiled  by  his  own  country  and  kin- 
dred 3  the  Joy  of  paradife  (whofe  lightfome  countenance 
doth  cheer  heaven  itfelf)  almoft  overwhelmed  with  grid^^ 
uttering  lamentable  groans,  tortured  with  grievous  ago- 
nies ;  the  very  heart  of  God  bleeding,  and  the  fole  Au- 
thor of  life  expiring. 
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We  may  farther  ftudy  Jefus,  with  a  hearty  comfrnffion^ 
and  tears  gufhing  from  his  inmoft  bowels^  pitying  not 
tbefe  his  own  fufferings,  but  for  the  vengeance  for  them 
due  and  decreed  unto  his  perfecutors:  we  fhould  mark 
lum  excufing  their  fault,  and  praying  for  their  pardon ; 
dying  willingly  for  their  good,  when  he  died  violently  by 
Uidr  hand;  paflionately  defiifing  their  falvatioil,  when 
they  malicioufly  procured  his  defiru&ion. 

We  ftould  mind  all  the  anions  of  the  Son  of  God,  our 
Saviour^  with  the  mod  wife  grounds,  endearing  circum- 
ftances^  and  precious  fruits  of  them ;  his  birth,  life,  deaths 
refurre&ion,  afcenfion,  interceflion;  as  containing  in* 
ftances  of  the  greateft  charity  and  humility  poflible 
(bowed  unto  us,  as  arguments  of  the  greateft  love  and 
gratitude  due  from  us :  mind  them  we  fhould  moft  fe- 
rioufly,  fo  as  to  be  heartily  afieded  with  them,  fo  as  to 
efteem  worthily  the  tranfcendent  honour  done  us  by  God 
afliiming  our  nature,  and  exalting  us  to  a  conjun£tion 
i^th  the  divine  nature;  fo  as  to  be  deeply  fenfible  of  our 
obligation  to  fo  immenfe  a  charity,  that  could  do  and 
fufier  fo  much  for  us,  without  any  defert  of  ours,  yea, 
notwithftanding  our  exceedingly  bad  deferts,  our  rebel- 
lions and  enmities  againft  him;  fo  as  to  deteft  the 
heinoufnefs  of  our  fins,  that  needed  fo  mighty  an  expia- 
tion, that  caufed  fo  horrid  a  tragedy ;  fo  as  not  to  negle£k 
fo  great  falvation  fo  frankly  offered,  fo  dearly  purchafed 
for  us;  not  to  fruftrate  the  defigns  of  fo  unconceivable 
Jove  and  goodnefs,  fo  as  to  obey  readily  fo  gracious  a 
Mafter,  to  follow  carefully  fo  admirable  an  example ;  fo 
as  in  imitation  of  him,  and  for  his  fake,  to  be  meek  and 
humble  in  heart,  and  in^deed,  feeing  he  did  fo  infinitely 
condefcend  and  abafe  himfelf  for  us ;  to  be  patient  and 
fubmiflive  to  his  will,  who  ftooped  fo  low,  and  fuffered 
fo  much  for  us ;  fo  as  to  bear  a  general  affeSion  to  man- 
kind, grounded  like  his,  not  upon  any  particular  interefts, 
nor  limited  by  any  partial  refpefts,  but  extended  freely, 
in  real  defire  and  intention  toward  all ;  liberally  to  impart 
the  good  things  we  poffefs,  and  patiently  to  brook  the 
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crofles  we  meet  witb^  and  heartily  to  forgive  the  offences 
done  to  us ;  for  that  he  freely  did  part  with  the  greateft 
glories  of  eternity,  with  the  higheft  dignities  and  the 
richeft  treafures  of  heaven,  for  our  fake ;  when  we  were 
enemies  in  our  minds  by  wicked  tvorks,  dead  in  trefpaffes 
and  jinsy  guilty  of  numberlefs  grievous  offences  againft 
him,  by  his  blood  redeeming  us  from  wrath,  reconciling 
us  to  the  mercy  and  favour  of  God. 

3.  We  fhould  alfo  meditate  upon  the  blefled  Spirit  of 
God,  with  equal  goodnefs  confpiring,  and  cooperating 
with  all  the  purpofes,  to  all  the  effeAs  of  grace,  which 
conduce  to  our  everlafting  happinefs ;  more  efpecially  as 
the  repairer  of  our  decayed  fhimes,  the  enlivener  of  our 
dead  fouls^  the  infufer  of  fpiritual  light  into  our  dark 
minds,  the  kindler  of  fpiritual  warmth  into  our  cold 
hearts;  the  raifer  of  fpiritual  appetite  to  righteoufnels, 
and  the  relifh  of  goodnefs  in  our  fiupid  fenfes ;  the  im* 
parter  of  fpiritual  ftrength  and  vigour  to  our  feeble 
powers ;  the  author  of  all  liberty,  loofing  us  from  capti- 
vity under  the  tyranny  of  Satan,  from  vaffalage  unto  our 
own  carnal  lufts  and  paflions ;  from  fubjefiion  to  a  hard 
>  and  imperious  law,  from  bondage  to  the  terrors  of  a 
guilty  confcience:  as  him,  that  enableth  u$  to  perform 
the  duties,  and  accomplifh  the  conditions,  required  of  us 
in  order  to  our  falvation,  that  qualifieth  us  to  be  the  fons 
of  God  by  his  effetlual  grace,  and  affureth  us  that  we  are 
fo  by  his  comfortable  teftimony;  as  our  fure  guide  in  the 
ways  of  truth  and  virtue;  our  faithful  counfellor  in  all 
doubts  and  darkneflfes ;  our  mighty  fupport  and  fuccour 
in  all  needs,  in  all  diftreffes ;  our  ready  guard  againft 
all  aflaults  and  temptations;  ouj  fweet  comforter  in  all 
fadnefles  and  affli6tions  :  who  doth  infinuate  good 
thoughts,  doth  kindle  holy  deiires,  doth  cherifh  pious 
refolutions,  doth  further  honeft  endeavours  in  us :  who 
only  doth  inflame  our  hearts  with  devotion  toward  God  5 
doth  encourage,  doth  enable  us  to  approach  unto  him ; 
doth  prompt  us  with  fit  matter  of  requeft,  and  becometh 
advocate  for  the  good  fuccefs  of  our  prayers. 
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We  (hould  mind  him  as  the  root  of  all  good  iruit^ 
growing  in  us,  or  fprouting  from  us ;  the  producer  of  aB 
good  habits  formed  in  us,  the  affifter  of  all  good  workd 
performed  by  us,  the  fpring  of  all  true  content  that  we 
enjoy ;  to  whom  our  embracing  the  faith,  our  continuing 
in  hope,  our  working  in  charity,  the  purification  of  our 
hearts,  the  mortification  of  our  lufls,  the  fandification  of 
our  lives,  the  falvation  of  our  fouls  are  principally  due, 
are  moft  juftly  afcribed :  as  the  author  and  preferver  of  fo 
ineftimable  benefits  unto  us,  let  us  mind  him ;  and  withal 
let  us  confider  him  as  condefcending  to  be  a  loving  friend 
and  conftant  gueft  to  fo  mean  and  unworthy  creatures ; 
vouchfafing  to  attend  over  us,  to  converfe  with  us,  to 
dwell  in  us,  rendering  our  fouls  holy  temples  of  his  divi- 
nity, royal  thrones  of  his  majefty,  bright  orbs  of  his 
heavenly  light,  pleafant  paradifes  of  his  blifsful  prefence ; 
our  fouls,  which  naturally  are  profane  receptacles  of 
wicked  and  impure  affe^iions,  dark  cells  of  falfe  and  fond 
imaginations,  clofe  prifons  of  black  and  fad  thoughts :  as 
gracioufly^iwmg  with  us,  ftriving  to  open  and  enter  into 
our  hearts,  barred  agaiuft  him  by  vain  conceits^  and  vi- 
cious inclinations :  (IriviQg  to  reclaim  us  from  the  fins 
and  errors,  into  which  we  are  wont  heedlefsly  or  wilfully 
to  precipitate  ourfelves ;  ftriving  to  make  us,  what  in  all 
duty  and  wifdora  we  fhould  be,  capable  of  divine  favour, 
and  Hi  for  everlafting  happinefs :  as  enduring  patiently 
manifold  difpleafures  and  difrefpe£ts  from  us,  our  rude 
oppofitions  againft  him,  our  frequent  negle6ls  of  his 
kind  admonitions,  our  many  perverfe  humours,  wanton 
freaks,  wilful  mifcarriages,  and  unworthy  dealings  to- 
ward him. 

We  (hould  thus  mind  the  bleffed  Spirit  of  God,  and  be 
fuitably  affefted  toward  him;  ib  as  to  he  duly  fenfible 
and  thankful  for  thofe  unexpreffible  gifts  and  bleffings  in- 
dulged to  us  by  him ;  fo  as  to  render  all  love  and  reve- 
rence, all  praife  and  glory,  all  obedience  and  fervice  to 
him,  efpecially  fo  as  to  admit  him  cheerfully  into  our 
hearts;  yea,  invite  him  thither  by  our  earneft  prayers; 
VOL.  in*  M  m 
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to  fnake  fit  preparations  for  his  reception  and  entertain- 
fUenti  (by  cleanfirtg  our  htsarta  from  all  loath  fotiic  imptt- 
ritlefij)  tii  iiiftke  him  w^lcom^,  and  treat  him  kindlyj  witb 
all  civil  mfpea,  with  ali  bumble  obfert^ance  \  Dot  grieving 
and  vexing  him  fey  our  diflaflcful  croll^eft  and  peevifl^- 
jiefs ;  not  tempting  huti  by  our  fond  preliimptiouj  or 
bflfe  treacb^ty  $  not  eKtinguiftiitig  hi*  heavenly  light  and 
holy  fire  by  otir  foul  iuftsj  oar  damp  ftupidities,  our  cold 
n€gk6lt^  o\ir  negleSe  to  foment  and  nouriih  them  by  the 
food  of  devout  nleditatlo«Qs  and  eealout  defiics:  fo  !et  m 
mind  him,  as  to  admit  gladly  his  gentle  lUapfeSj  to  de- 
light iti  his  moft  pleafant  fociety,  to  hearken  to  his  faith- 
ful fuggefttonSj  to  comply  with  all  his  kindly  inotionfi> 
to  behave  ourfeh'es  modefllyj  confitlentlyj  and  officioufly 
toward  hini. 

Tbus  fhould  vre  employ  our  mind>  all  the  faculties  of 
Our  foul,  our  undeHlanding,  our  vfiII,  our  affefttons  upoa 
tlie  blefied  Trinity,  the  Supreme  of  all  things  above,  the 
Founder  of  that  celelliai  fociety,  into  which  as  Chriftiani 

and  hfl|)f)iiie(a  we  can  hope  for  in  tbit  fispmonr  ftaoe.  To 
the  performance  of  whidi  doty  there  be  ailments  and 
inducemetits  ifimimerable;  it  is  the  wloSt  proper  and  Gon« 
natural  objeft  of  our  mind,  that  for  which  ft  is  £tibeft,  and 
for  wbioh  it  was  defigned  %  the  bed  intelKgible,  and  ififi- 
QJ%dy  «K>fi  ao^iable  of  ail  tfaitigs.  It  b  the  oioft  worthy 
and  noble  >abjeA,  tbe  coatemplatkm  of  <wbicfa,  and  affec- 
tion wJiereto,  will  moft  idevate^  moft  enrich,  cnicift  «dorn, 
moil  onlUfEge  the  oa{>acitie%  and  nioft  fatisfy  tbe  app^^i»ies 
of  our  fouls ;  it  is  the  mod  fweet  and  pleafanft  dbjo6t, 
wherein  all 'light,  all  beanaity^  ail  perfe£bion  dR»  iftme^  the 
iigbt  and  love  of  which  do  conftitute  JRarai£;fe^4ind  bea* 
tify  jieav^ii  itielf.  It  is  the  moft  ufefol  ^nd  bcoieificsal 
objeS:  of  our  mind,  wSrich  will  beft  inftimSI:  uk  in  wiiait  it 
conoerneth  tis  to  Jcnow,  will  mod  incite  tis  l!0  tfaotb  diittes 
which  we  are  obliged  to  perfofrm,  wiU  be  mdfi  ^sfteaciotis 
to  tbe  b^eiting  in  dis  tbofe  di^fitiotn,  wkicb  ^are  todlf- 


A  Defence  of  the  Bleffed  Trinity.  J19 

penfably  requifite  for  the  attainment  and  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  that  everlafting  blifs ;  unto  which  that  one  bleiTed 
Unity  and  glorious  Trinity  in  its  infinite  mercy  bring  us 
all :  to  whom  be  all  glory^  honour^  and  praife  for  even 
ytmen. 


END  QF  THE  THIRD  VOLUME. 
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